J 


'  S/f,--///  <ZJ  ■  'hr  //r/    ■/■>,,//, 


PERKINS  LIBRARY 

Duke   University 


Kare  Dooks 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 
in  2011  with  funding  from 
Duke  University  Libraries 


http://www.archive.org/details/historyofengl06hume 


THE 


HISTORY 


O  F 


ENGLAND. 


VOL.     VI. 


THE 

HISTORY 

O  F 

ENGLAND, 

FROM    THE 

INVASION   OF  JULIUS   CiESAR 

T  o 

The     REVOLUTION     in     1688. 

In  EIGHT  VOLUMES,  illuftrated  with  Plates, 


By    DAVID     HUME,    Efq. 


A    NEW    EDITION,    with  the   Author's  lait 
Corrections  and  Improvements. 

To  which  is  prefixed, 
A  fliort  ACCOUNT  of  his  LIFE,  written  by  Himfelf. 

VOL.      VI. 


LONDON: 

Printed  for  T.  Cadell,  in  the  Strand: 

And  fold  by  T.  Longman,  N°  39,  Paternofter-row. 

MDCCXCI. 


CONTENTS 


OF      THE 


SIXTH      VOLUME, 


HISTORY    OF    GREAT    BRITAIN. 

CHAP.    XLV. 
JAMES        L 

Introduction James's  firft  tranfa&ions State  of  Eu- 
rope  Rofni's  negotiations Raleigh's  confpiracy 

Hampton- court  conference A  parliament 

Peace  with  Spain.  Page  i 

CHAP.    XLVI. 

Gunpowder  confpiracy A  parliament Truce  betwixt 

Spain  and  the  United  Provinces A  parliament 

Death  of  the  French  King Arminianifm State 

of  Ireland.  30 

CHAP.     XLVII. 

Death  of  Prince  Henry Marriage  of  the  Princefs  Eli- 
zabeth with  the  Palatine Rife  of  Somerfet His 

17  marriage 


5C3£80 


CONTENTS. 

marriage Overbury  poifoned Fall  of  Somerfet 

— -^Rife  of  Buckingham Cautionary  towns  delivered 

Affairs  of  Scotland.  Page  °2 


CHAP.     XLVIII. 

Sir  Walter  Raleigh's  expedition His  execution In- 

iurreclion  in  Bohemia Lofs  of  the   Palatinate 


Negotiations    wirh    Spain A    parliament Parties 

Fall   of  Bacon Rupture  between  the  king  and 

the  commons Proteftation  of  the  commons.  93 


CHAP,     XLJX. 

Negotiations  with  regard  to  the  marriage  and  the  Palatinate 

Character  of   Buckingham Prince's  journey  to 

Spain Marriagek  treaty  broken A  parliament 

Return  of  Briftol Rupture  with  Spain Treaty 

with  France Mamfcldt's  expedition Death  of  the 

king His  character.  122 


APPENDIX 

TOT  HE 

REION       OF      JAMES       I. 

Civil  government  of  England  during  this  period Eccle- 

fiallical    government Manners Finances 


Navy Commerce  3 Manufactures Colonies 

Learning  and  arts.  157 

C  HARLES 


CONTENTS, 


CHARLES       I. 

CHAP.    L. 

A  parliament   at  Weftminfter At  Oxford Naval 

expedition  againft  Spain Second  parliament Im- 
peachment of  Buckingham Violent  meafures  of  the 

court War  with  Prance Expedition  to  the  ifle  of 

Rhe.  Page  199 

CHAP.     LI. 

Third  parliament Petition  of  right Prorogation 


Death   of   Buckingham -New    feflion   of  parliament 

Tonnage  and  poundage Arminianifm Dif- 

folution  of  the  parliament.  238 


CHAP.     LII. 

Peace  with  France Peace  with  Spain State  of  the 

court  and  miniftry Character  of  the  queen Straf- 
ford  Laud Innovations  in  the  church Irre- 
gular levies  of  money Severities  in  the  ftar-chamber 

and   high-commiflion Ship    money Trial    of 

Hambden.  278 

CHAP.     LIII. 

Difcontents  in  Scotland Introduction  of  the  canons  and 

liturgy A  tumult    at  Edinburgh The  covenant 

A  general  affembly Epifcopacy  abolifhed 

War A  pacification Renewal  of  the  war 

Fourth  Englim  parliament Diflblution Difcon- 
tents in  England Rout  at  Ncwburn Treaty   at 

Rippon Great  council  of  the  peers.  319 

C  H  A  P. 


5032BC§ 


CONTENTS* 


CHAP.    LIV. 

Meeting  of  the  long   parliament Strafford  and  Laud 

impeached Finch  and  Windebank  fly Great  au- 
thority of  the  commons The  bifhops  attacked 

Tonnage  and  poundage Triennial  bill Strafford's 

trial Bill  of  attainder Execution  of  Strafford 

High-commiffion  and  ftar-chamber   abolifhed 

King's  journey  to  Scotland.  Page  3°2 


CHAP.     LV. 

Settlement  of  Scotland Confpiracy  in  Ireland In- 
surrection and  maffacre Meeting  of  the  Englifh  par- 
liament  The  remonftrance Reafons  on  both  fides 

Impeachment  of  the  bifhops Accufation  of  the 

five  members Tumults- -King  leaves  London 

Arrives  in  York Preparations  for  civil  war.         425 


CHAP.     LVI. 

Commencement  of  the  civil  war State  of  parties 

Battle  of  Edgehill Negotiation  at  Oxford Vic- 
tories of  the  royalifls  in  the  weft Battle  of  Stratton 

Of  Lanfdown Of  Roundway-down Death 

of  Hambden Briftol  taken Siege  of  Gloucefter 

Battle  of  Newbury Actions  in   the  north  of 

England Solemn  league  and  covenant Arming 

of  the  Scots   ■     State  of  Ireland.  494 


THE 


I/.,///i  .r /■////>  ' 


fiiUjfhaiat  t/is  -  //  direct*  Au,  ?S*i788.  i  v  T.  GutelLStraad. 


THE 


I    S    T    O    R    Y 


O  F 


GREAT  BRITAIN. 


JAMES       I. 

CHAP.     XLV. 

luclion 'James's  jirji   tranfaclions State 

of   Europe — ■ — Rofni's     negotiations Raleigh's 

con/piracy Hampton-court  conference A  par" 

I'mment Peace  with  Spain. 

THE  crown  of  England  was  never  tranfmitted  c  S^.p" 
from  father  to  fon  with  greater  tranquillity,  u-v-*J 
than  it  paffed  from  the  family  of  Tudor  to  that  of     1603. 
Stuart.     During  the  whole  reign  of  Elizabeth,  the 
eyes  of  men  had  been  employed  in  fearch  of  her  fuc- 
ceffor  ;  and  when  old  age  made  the  profpect  of  her 
death  more  immediate,  there  appeared  none  but  the 
king  of  Scots,  who  could  advance  any  juil  claim  or 
pretenfion  to  the  throne.     He  was  great-grandfon 
Vol.  VI.  B  of 
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c  ha  r.  0f  Margaret,  elder  daughter  of  Henry  VII. ;  and, 
■l'J"-*  ,  on  the  failure  of  the  male-line,  his  hereditary  right 
1603.  remained  unqueftionable.  If  the  religion  of  Mary 
queen  of  Scots,  and  the  other  prejudices  contracted 
againft  her,  had  formed  any  confiderable  obflacle  to 
her  fucceffion  ;  thefe  objections,  being  entirely  per- 
fonal,  had  no  place  with  regard  to  her  fon.  Men 
alfo  conlidered,  that  though  the  title,  derived  from 
blood,  had  been  frequently  violated  fmce  the  Nor- 
man conqueft,  fuch  licences  had  proceeded  more 
from  force  or  intrigue,  than  from  any  deliberate 
maxims  of  government.  The  lineal  heir  had  flill 
in  the  end  prevailed ;  and  both  his  exclufion  and 
reftoration  had  been  commonly  attended  with  fuch 
convulfions  as  were  fufficient  to  warn  all  prudent 
men  not  lightly  to  give  way  to  fuch  irregularities. 
If  the  will  of  Henry  VIII.  authorifed  by  act  of  par- 
liament, had  tacitly  excluded  the  Scottiffi  line  ;  the 
tyranny  and  caprices  of  that  monarch  had  been  fo 
fignal,  that  a  fettlement  of  this  nature,  unfupported 
by  any  jufl  reafon,  had  no  authority  with  the  peo- 
ple. Queen  Elizabeth  too,  with  her  dying  breath, 
had  recognized  the  undoubted  title  of  her  kinfman 
James  ;  and  the  whole  nation  feemed  to  difpofe 
themfelves  with  joy  and  pleafure  for  his  reception. 
Though  born  and  educated  amidfl  a  foreign  and  ho- 
ftile  people,  men  hoped,  from  his  character  of  mo- 
deration and  wifdom,  that  he  would  embrace  the 
maxims  of  an  Englifh  monarch ;  and  the  prudent 
forefaw  greater  advantages  refulting  from  a  union 
with  Scotland,  than  difadvantages  from  fubmitting 
to  a  prince  of  that  nation.  The  alacrity  with  which 
the  Englifh  looked  toward  the  fuccelTor,  had  ap-- 
peared  fo  evident  to  Elizabeth,  that,  concurring, 
with  other  caufes,  it  affected  her  with  the  deepel't. 
melancholy ;  and  that  wife  princefs,  whole  penetra- 
tion and  experience  had  given  her  the  greateft'in- 
%ht  into  human  affairs,  had  not   yet   fufficiently 

weighed 
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weighed  the  ingratitude  of  courtiers  and  levity  of  c  £  A  p# 
the  people.  u— v—f 

As  victory  abroad,  and  tranquillity  at  home,  had  1603. 
attended  this  princefs,  fhe  left  the  nation  in  fach 
flouriming  circumftances,  that  her  fucceifor  poffefTed 
every  advantage,  except  that  of  companion  with  her 
illuftrious  name,  when  he  mounted  the  throne  Gf 
England.  The  king's  journey  from  Edinburgh  to  pirft  tranfm 
London  immediately  afforded  to  the  inquifitive  adions  of 
fome  circumltances  of  comparifon,  which  even  the  thlsreiSn' 
natural  partiality  in  favour  of  their  new  fovereign 
could  not  interpret  to  his  advantage.  As  he  paffed 
along,  all  ranks  of  men  flocked  about  him,  from 
every  quarter,  allured  by  intereft  or  curiofity*  Great 
were  the  rejoicings,  and  loud  and  hearty  the  accla- 
mations which  refounded  from  all  fides  ;  and  every- 
one could  remember  how  the  affability  and  popular 
manners  of  their  queen  difplayed  themfelves  amidft 
fuch  concourfe  and  exultation  of  her  fubjecls.  But 
James,  though  fociable  and  familiar  with  his  friends 
and  courtiers,  hated  the  buttle  of  a  mixed  multitude  j 
and  though  far  from  difliking  flattery,  yet  was  he 
flill  fonder  of  tranquillity  and  eafe.  He  iffued  there- 
fore a  proclamation,  forbidding  this  refort  of  people, 
on  pretence  of  the  fcarcity  of  provifions,  and  other 
inconveniencies,  which,  he  faid,  would  neceffarily 
attend  it a. 

He  was  not,  however,  infenfible  to  the  great  flow 
of  affeclion  which  appeared  in  his  new  fubjecls  ; 
and  being  himfelf  of  an  affectionate  temper,  he 
feems  to  have  been  in  hafte  to  make  them  fome  re- 
turn of  kindnefs  and  good  offices.  To  this  motive, 
probably,  we  are  to  afcribe  that  profuflon  of  titles, 
which  was  obferved  in  the  beginning  of  his  reign ; 
when,  in  fix  weeks  time  after  his  entrance  into  the 
kingdom,  he  is  computed  to  have  beftowed  knight- 

*  Kenret,  p.  662. 
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CXI  v?'  hoc<*  cn  no  lefs  than  Uvo  himdred  and  thirty-feven 

, ^,  perfons.    If  Elizabeth's  frugality  of  honours,  as  well 

i6cj.  as  of  money,  had  formerly  been  repined  at,  it  be- 
gan now  to  be  valued  and  eftcemed :  And  every 
one  was  fenfible  that  the  king,  by  his  lavim  and 
premature  conferring  of  favours,  had  failed  of  obli- 
ging the  perfons  on  whomhebeftowed  them.  Titles 
of  all'  kinds  became  fo  common,  that  they  were 
fcarcely  marks  of  diftinetion  ;  and  being  diftributed, 
without  choice  or  deliberation,  to  perfons  unknown 
to  the  prince,  were  regarded  more  as  the  proofs  of 
facility  and  good- nature,  than  of  any  determined 
iriendfhip  or  efteem. 

A  pasquinade  was  affixed  to  St.  Paul's,  in  which 
an  art  was  promifed  to  be  taught,  very  necefiary  to 
aiiift  frail  memories  in  retaining  the  names  of  the 
new  nobility  b. 

We  may  prefume,  that  the  Englifh  would  have 
thrown  lefs  blame  on  the  king's  facility  in  bellowing 
favours,  had  thefe  been  confined  entirely  to  their 
own  nation,  and  had  not  been  fhared  out,  in  too 
unequal  proportions,  to  his  old  fubjects.     James, 
•who,  through  his  whole  reign,  was  more  guided  by 
temper -and  inclination  than  by  the  rules  or  political 
prudence,  had  brought  with  him  great  numbers  of 
his  Scottiih  courtiers  ;  whofe  impatience  and    im- 
portunity were  apt,  in  many  particulars,  to  impofe 
on  the  eafy  nature  of  their  mailer,  and  extort  favours, 
of  which,  it  is  natural  to  imagine,  his  Englifh  fub- 
jects  would  loudly  complain.     The  duke  of  Lenox, 
the  earl  of  Marre,    lord  Hume,    lord  Kinlofs,    fir 
George  Hume,    fecretary  Elphinftone  %    were  im- 
mediately added  to  the  Englifh  privy  council.     Sir 
George  Hume,  whom  he  created  earl  of  Dunbar, 
was  his  declared  favourite  as  long  as  that  nobleman 
Hved,  and  was  one  of  the  wifeft  and  molt  virtuous, 

*  Wilfon,  in  Kennct,  p.  665.  e  ibid.  p.  662. 
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though  the  leaft  powerful,  of  all  thofe  whom  the  CHAP, 
king  ever  honoured  with  that  diftin&ion.     Hay,     XLY' 
fome  time  after,  was  created  vifcount  Doncafter,      x$03. 
then  earl  of  Carlifle,  and  got  an  immenfe  fortune 
from  the  crown  ;  all  of  which  he  fpent  in  a  fplendid 
and  courtly  manner.     Ramfay  obtained  the  title  of 
earl  of  Holdernefs  ;    and  many  others,  being  raifed 
on  a  fudden  to  the  higheft  elevation,  increafed,  by 
their  infolence,  that  envy,  which  naturally  attended 
them,  as  ftrangers  and  ancient  enemies. 

It  muft  however  be  owned,  in  juftice  to  James, 
that  he  left  almoft  all  the  chief  offices  in  the  hands 
of  Elizabeth's  minifters,  and  trufted  the  conduct,  of 
political  concerns,  both  foreign  and  domeflic,  to 
his  Englifn  fubjects.  Among  thefe,  fecretary  Cecil, 
created  fuccefhvely  lord  Effindon,  vifcount  Cran- 
borne,  and  earl  of  Saliibury,  was  always  regarded 
as  his  prime  minifter  and  chief  counfellor.  Though 
the  capacity  and  penetration  of  this  minifter  were 
fufficiently  known,  his  favour  with  the  king  created 
furprife  on  the  accemon  of  that  monarch.  The 
fecret  correfpondence  into  which  he  had  entered 
with  James,  and  which  had  fenfibly  contributed  to 
the  eafy  reception  of  that  prince  in  England,  laid 
the  foundation  of  Cecil's  credit ;  and  while  all  his 
former  aflbeiates,  fir  Walter  Raleigh,  lord  Grey, 
lord  Cobham,  were  difccuntenanced  on  account  of 
their  animofity  againfl  Efiex,  as  well  as  for  other 
reafons,  this  minifter  was  continued  in  employ- 
ment, and  treated  with  the  greateft  confidence  and 
regard. 

The  capacity  of  James  and  his  minifters  in  ne- 
gotiation was  immediately  put  to  trial,  on  the  ap- 
pearance of  ambaffadors  from  almoft  all  the  princes 
and  ftates  of  Europe,  in  order  to  congratulate  him 
on  his  acceiiion,  and  to  form  with  him  new  treaties 
and  alliances.  Befide  minifters  from  Venice,  Den- 
mark, the  Palatinate  $    Henry  Frederic  of  Naflau, 
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c  H^A  P.  affifted  by  Barnevelt  the  pennonary  of  Holland* 
was  ambaftador  from  the  ftates  of  the  United  Pro- 
vinces. Aremberg  was  fent  by  Archduke  Albeit ; 
and  Taxis  was  expected  in  a  little  time  from  Spain. 
But  he  who  moft  excited  the  attention  of  the  pub- 
lic, both  on  account  of  his  own  merit  and  that  of 
his  matter,  was  the  marquis  of  Rofni,  afterwards 
duke  of  Sully,  prime  minifter  and  favourite  of 
Henry  IV.  of  France. 

When  the  dominions  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria 
devolved  on  Philip  II.  all  Europe  was  flruck  with 
terror,  left  the  power  of  a  family,  which  had  been 
railed  by  fortune,  mould  now  be  carried  to  an  im- 
meafurabie  height,  by  the  wifdom  and  conduct 
of  this  monarch.  But  never  were  apprehenfions 
found  in  the  event  to  be  more  grcundlefs.  Slow 
without  prudence,  ambitious  without  enterprife,  falfe 
without  deceiving  any  body,  and  refined  without 
any  true  judgment ;  fuch  was  the  character  of  Phi- 
lip, and  fuch  the  character  which,  during  his  life- 
time, and  after  his  death,  he  mipreffed  on  the 
Spanifh  councils.  Revolted  or  depopulated  pro- 
vinces, difcontented  or  indolent  inhabitants,  were 
the  fpectacles  which  thofe  dominions,  lying  in  every 
climate  of  the  globe,  prefented  to  Philip  III.  a 
weak  prince,  and  to  the  duke  of  Lcrrna,  a  minifter 
weak  and  odious.  But  though  military  difcipline, 
which  ftill  remained,  was  what  alone  gave  fome 
appearance  of  life  and  vigour  to  that  languifhing 
body  )  yet  fo  great  was  the  terror  produced  by 
former  power  and  ambition,  that  the  reduction  of 
the  houfe  of  Auftria  was  the  object  of  men's  vows 
throughout  all  the  Itates  of  Chriftendom.  It  was 
not  perceived,  that  the  French  empire,  now  united 
in  domeftic  peace,  and  governed  by  the  moft  heroic 
and  moft  amiable  prince  that  adorns  modern  ftory, 
was  become,  of  itlelf,  a  fufficicnt  counterpoise  to 
the  Spanilh  greatnefs.     Perhaps,  that  prince  him- 
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fclfdid  not  perceive  it,  when  he  propofed,  by  his  CHAr. 
minifter,  a  league  with  James,  in  conjunction  with  ^^ 
Venice,   the  United   Provinces,  and  the  northern       l6o3. 
crowns;  in  order  to  attack  the  Auflrian  dominions  *£«* 
on  every  fide,  and  deprefs  the  exorbitant  power  oi  tions. 
that   ambitious  family •.      But  the  genius    of  the 
Englifli  monarch  was  not  equal  to  fuch  vail  enter- 
priies.     The  love  of  peace  was  his  ruling  pailion  ; 
and  it  was  his  peculiar  felicity,  that  the  conjunctures. 
of  the  times  rendered  the  fame  obj eft  which  was 
agreeable  to  him,  in  the  higheft  degree  advantageous 

to  his  people.  n.     , 

The  French  ambaifador,  therefore,  was  obliged 
to  depart  from  thefe  extenfive  views,  and  to  concert 
with  James  the  means  of  providing  for  the  fafety 
of  the  United  Provinces :    Nor  was  this  object  al- 
together without  its  difficulties.     The  king,  before 
his  acceffion,  had  entertained  fcruples  wita  regard 
to  the  revolt  of  the  Low  Countries  •    and  being 
commonly  open  and  fmceref,   he  had,    on  many 
occahons,  gone  fo  far  as  to  give  to  the  Dutch  the 
appellation  of  rebels*:  But  having  converted  more 
fully  with  Englifli  minifters  and  courtiers,  he  found 
their  attachment  to  that  republic  foftrong   and  their 
opinion  qf  common  intereft  fo  eftabhfhed ,  that  he 
was  obliged  to  facriftce  to  politics  his  fenfe  of  jui- 
tice;  a  quality  which,  even  when  erroneous,  is  re- 
fpedable  as  well  as  rare  in  a  monarch.     He  there- 
fore agreed  with  Rofni  to  fupport  fecretly  the  ftates- 
p-eneral,  in  concert  with  the  king   of  France  ;   left 
their  weaknefs  and  defpair  mould  oblige  them   to 
fubmit  to  their  old  mailer.     The  articles   of  the 
treaty  were  few  and  fimple.    It  was  ftipulated,  that 
the  two   kings    mould    allow   the   Dutch   to   levy 
force  in   their   refpeclive   dominions  j    and  mould 

<  Sully's  Memoirs.  f  La  Eoderie,  vol.  i.  p.  tfa 

i  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  55- 
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c  H  A  p.  underhand  remit  to  that  republic  ihe  Oittt  of  one 
taJ^r_imJ  million  four  hundred  thoufand  livres  a  year  for  the 
1603.      Pay  of  thefe  forces :  That  the  whole  fum  mould  be 
advanced  by  the  king  of  France  ;  but  that  the  third 
of  it  mould  be  deducted  from  the  debt  due  by  him 
to  queen  Elizabeth.     And  if  the  Spaniard  attacked 
either  of  the  princes,  they  agreed  to  affift  each  other ; 
Henry  with  a  force  of  ten  thoufand  men,  James  with 
that  of  fix.     This  treaty,  one  of  the  wifeft  and  moil 
equitable  concluded  by  James  during  the  courfe  of 
his  reign,  was  more  the  work  of  the  prince  himfelf, 
than  any  of  his  minifters  h. 
wnfpu'8     .  Am*?st  the  g^at  tranquillity,  both  foreign  and 
racy<  domeftic,  with  which  the  nation  was  bleft,  nothino- 

could  be  more  furprifmg  than  the  difcovery  of  a 
conspiracy  to  fubvert  the  government,   and  to  fix  • 
on  the  throne  Arabella  Stuart,  a  near  relation  of 
the  king's  by  the  family  of  Lenox,   and  defcended 
equally   from    Henry  VII.     Every   thing   remains 
ftill  myftenous  in  this  confpiracy  5  and  hiftory  can 
give  us  no  clue  to  unravel  it.     Watfcn  and  Clarke, 
two  catholic  priefts,  were  accufed  of  the  plot :  Lord 
Grey,  a  puritan  :  Lord  Cobham,  a  fhoughtlefs  man, 
of  no  fixed  principle :    And  fir  Walter  Raleigh' 
fufpeded  to  be  of  that  philofophical  fed,  who  were 
then  extremely  rare  in  England,  and  who  have  fince 
received  the  appellation  of  free-thinkers  :  Together 
with  thefe,  Mr.  Broke,   brother  to  lord   Cobham 
fir  Griffin    Markham,    Mr.  Copeley,    fir  Edward' 
Parham.     What  cement  could  unite  men  of  fuch 
difcordant  principles  in  fo  dangerous  a  combination ; 
what  end  they  propofed,  or  what  means  proportioned 
to  an  undertaking  of  this  nature,  has  never  yet  been 
explained,  and  cannot  eafily  be  imagined.    As  Ra- 
leigh, Grey,  and  Cobham  were  commonly  believed, 
after  the  queen's  death,  to  have  oppofed  proclaiming 

h  Sully's  Memoirs. 

the 
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the  king,  till  conditions  mould  be  made  with  him  ;  chap.' 
they  were  upon  that  account  extremely  obnoxious  to  ^V- 
the  court  aiidminiitry;  and  people  were  apt,  at  firft,  '""TJjTT"""1 
to  fufpect,  that  the  plot  was  merely  a  contrivance  of 
Secretary  Cecil,  to  get  rid  of  his  old  confederates, 
now  become  his  mod  inveterate  enemies.  But  the 
confeffion,  as  well  as  trial  of  the  criminals,  put  the 
matter  beyond  doubt  \  And  though  no  one  could 
find  any  marks  of  a  concerted  enterprife,  it  ap- 
peared that  men  of  furious  and  ambitious  Spirits, 
meeting  frequently  together,  and  believing  all  the 
world  difeontented  like  themfelves,  had  entertained 
very  criminal  projects,  and  had  even  entered,  feme 
of  them  at  lealt,  into  a  correspondence  with  Arem- 
berg,  the  Flemifh  ambaifador,  in  order  to  give  dis- 
turbance to  the  new  Settlement. 

The  two  prieftsk  and  Broke1  were  executed: 
Cobham,  Grey,  and  Markham,  were  pardoned1", 
after  they  had  laid  their  heads  upon  the  block n. 
Raleigh  too  was  reprieved,  not  pardoned ;  and  he 
remained  in  confinement  many  years  afterwards. 

It  appears  from  Sully's  Memoirs,  that  Raleigh 
fecretly  offered  his  fervices  to  the  French  ambaffa- 
dor ;  and  we  may  thence  prefume,  that  meeting 
with  a  repulfe  from  that  quarter,  he  had  recourfe, 
for  the  fame  unwarrantable  purpofes,  to  the  Flemifh 
minifter.  Such  a  conjecture  we  are  now  enabled  to 
form ;  but  it  muft  be  confeifed,  that,  on  his  trial, 
there  appeared  no  proof  of  this  tranfaction,  nor  in- 
deed any  circumftance  which  could  juftify  his  con- 
demnation. He  was  accufed  by  Cobham  alone,  in  a 
fudden  fit  of  pamon,upon  hearing  that  Raleigh,when 
examined,  had  pointed  out  fome  circumflances,  by 
which  Cobham' s  guilt  might  be  known  and  afcer- 

*  State  Trials,  p.  18c.  zd  edit.     Win  wood,  vol.  ii.  p.  8.  n. 

k  November  29.  1  December  5.  m  December  9- 

n  Winwpod,  vol.  ii.  p.  ir. 

tained. 
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chap,  tained.  This  accufation  Cobham  afterwards  re- 
2^1  '_f  traded  ;  and  foon  after  he  retracted  his  retractation. 
r6oj.  Yet  upon  the  written  evidence  of  this  fingle  witnefs, 
a  man  of  no  honour  or  underitanding,  and  fo  con- 
tradictory in  his  testimony  ;  not  confronted  with 
Raleigh  ;  not  fupported  by  any  concurring  circum- 
f lance  ;  was  that  great  man,  contrary  to  all  law  and 
equity,  found  guilty  by  the  jury.  His  name  was  at 
that  time  extremely  odious  in  Encrland  :   and  everv 

J  O  i 

man  was  pieafed  to  give  fentence  againft  the  capital 
enemy  of  i.iiex,  the  favourite  of  the  people. 

Sir  Edward  Coke,  the  famous  lawyer,  then  at- 
torney-general, managed  the  caufe  for  the  crown, 
and  threw  out  on  Raleigh  fuch  grofs  abufe,  as  may 
be  deemed  a  great  reflection,  not  onlv  on  his  own 
memory,  but  even,  in  fome  degree,  on  the  man- 
ners ot  the  age.  Traitor,  moniter,  viper,  and 
fpiaer  of  hell,  are  the  terms  which  he  employs 
againft  one  of  the  moil  iiluftrious  men  of  the  king- 
dom, who  was  under  trial  for  life  and  fortune,  and 
who  defended  himfelf  with  temper,  eloquence,  and 
courace  . 
lCj  .   The  next  occupation  of  the  king  was  entirely  ac- 

cording to  his  heart's  content.  He  was  employed 
in  dictating  magillerially  to  an  affembly  of  divines 
concerning  points  of  iaith  and  diicipline,  and  in  re- 
ceiving the  applaufes  oi  thefe  holy  men  for  his  fu- 
perior  zeal  and  learning.  The  religious  difputes 
between  the  church  and  the  puritans  had  induced 
him  to  call  a  conference  at  Hampton-court,  on 
pretence  of  finding  expedients  which  might  recon- 
cile both  parties. 

Though  the  feverities  of  Elizabeth  towards  the 
catholics  had  much  weakened  that  partv,  whofe  ge- 
nius was   oppohce  to  the  prevailing  fpirit  of  the 

•  State  Trials,  ift  edit.  p.  176, 177.  i8z. 

nation ; 
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nation ;  like  feverities  had  had  fo  little  influence  on  c  H  A  P. 
the  puritans,  who  were  encouraged  by  that  fpirit,  y;  ' 
that  no  lefs  than  feven  hundred  and  fifty  clergymen  j6c4. 
of  that  party  figned  a  petition  to  the  king  on  his  ac- 
ceflion  ;  and  many  more  feemed  willing  to  adhere  to 
it  p.  They  all  hoped  that  James,  having  received 
his  education  in  Scotland,  and  having  iometimes 
profefled  an  attachment  to  the  church  eitablifhed 
there,  would  at  lead  abate  the  rigour  of  the  laws 
enacted  in  fupport  of  the  ceremonies,  and  againft 
puritans  ;  if  he  did  not  mow  more  particular  grace 
and  encouragement  to  that  feet.  But  the  king's 
dilpofition  had  taken  ftrongly  a  contrary  bias.  The 
more  he  knew  the  puritanical  clergy,  the  lefs  favour 
he  bore  to  them.  He  had  remarked  in  their  Scottiih 
brethren  a  violent  turn  towards  republicanifm  and 
a  zealous  attachment  to  civil  liberty ;  principles 
nearly  allied  to  that  religious  enthufiafm  with  which 
they  were  actuated.  He  had  found,  that  being 
molily  perfons  of  low  birth  and  mean  education,  the 
fame  lofty  pretenfions,  which  attended  them  in  their 
familiar  addreifes  to  their  Maker,  of  whom  they  be- 
lieved themfeives  the  peculiar  favourites,  induced 
them  to  ufe  the  utmoft  freedoms  with  their  earthly 
fovereign.  In  both  capacities,  of  monarch  and  of 
theologian,  he  had  experienced  the  little  compiai- 
fance  which  they  were  difpofed  to  ifiew  him  ;  whilft 
they  controlled  his  commands,  diiputed  his  tenets, 
and,  to  his  face,  before  the  whole  people,  cenfurecl 
his  conduct  and  behaviour.  If  he  had  fubmitted  to 
the  indignity  of  courting  their  favour,  he  treafured. 
up,  on  that  account,  the  llronger  refentment  againfl 
them,  and  was  determined  to  make  them  feel,  in 
their  turn,  the  weight  of  his  authority.  Though  he 
had  often  met  with  refiflance  and  faction  and  obiii- 
nacy  in  the  Scottilh  nobility,  he  retained  no  ill  will 
to  that  order  ;  or  rather  (hewed  them  favour  and 

P  Fuller,  book  10.    Collier,  vol.  ii.  p.  672. 
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Id  dnefs  in  England,  beyond  what  reafon  and  found 
policy  could  well  juftify  :  but  the  afcendant  which 
1604.  the  preibyterian  clergy  had  afTuined  over  him,  was 
what  his  monarchical  pride  could  never  thoroughly 
digeft  % 

He  dreaded  likewife  the  popularity  which  at- 
tended this  order  of  men  in  both  kingdoms.  As 
ufelefs  auflerities  and  ielf-denial  are  imagined,  in 
many  religions,  to  render  us  acceptable  to  a  bene- 
volent Being  who  created  us  folely  for  happinefs, 
James  remarked,  that  the  ruftic  feverity  of  theie 
clergymen,  and  of  their  whole  feet,  had  given  them, 
in  ttiQ  eyes  of  the  multitude,  the  appearance  of 
fanctity  and  virtue.  Strongly  inclined  himfelf  to 
mirth  and  wine  and  fports  of  all  kinds,  he  appre- 
hended their  cenfure  for  his  manner  of  life,  free  and 
difengaged.  And,  being  thus  averfe,  from  temper, 
as  well  as  policy,  to  the  feci  of  puritans,  he  was  re- 
folved,  if  poflible,  to  prevent  its  farther  growth  in 
England. 

But  it  was  the  character  of  James's  councils, 
throughout  his  whole  reign,  that  they  were  more 
wife  and  equitable  in  their  end,  than  prudent  and 
political  in  the  means.  Though  juftly  fenfible,  that 
no  part  of  civil  adminiftration  required  greater 
care  or  a  nicer  judgment  than  the  conduct,  of  re- 
ligious parties  ;  he  had  not  perceived,  that,  in  the 
fame  proportion  as  this  practical  knowledge  of  theo- 
logy is  requifite,  the  fpeculative  refinements  in  it 
are  mean  and  even  dangerous  in  a  monarch.  By 
entering  zealouily  into  frivolous  difputes,  James 
gave  them  an  air  of  importance  and  dignity  which 
they  could  not  otherwife  have  acquired  ;  and  being 
himfelf  enlifted  in  the  quarrel,  he  could  no  longer 

«?  James  ventured  to  fay  in  his  Bafilicon  Doron,  publifhed  while 
he  was  in  Scotland  :  "  I  proteft  before  the  great  God,  and  fince  I 
am  here  as  upon  my  Tefiament,  it  is  no  place  for  me  to  lie  in,  that 
ye  fhall  never  rind  with  any  Highland  or  Borderer  Thieves,  greater 
ingratitude  and  more  lies  and  vile  perjuries,  than  with  thefe  fanatic 
fmrita  :  And  Puffer  not  the  principal  of  them  to  brook  your  land.'' 
E.jantef'X'c'l;:,   p.  161. 

have 
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have  recourfe  to  contempt  and  ridicule,  the  only  ciur. 
proper  method  of  appealing  it.     The  church   of  J^^, 
England  had  not  yet  abandoned  the  rigid  do&riftes      l6o4. 
of  grace  and  predeftination :    The  puritans  had  not 
yet    feparated   themfelves    from    the    church,    nor 
openly  renounced  epifcopacy.     Though  the  fpirit 
of  the  parties  was  confiderably  different,  the  only- 
appearing  fubjeds  of  difpute  were  concerning  the 
crofs  in  baptifm,  the  ring  in  marriage,  the  ufe  of 
the  furplice,  and  the  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jems. 
Thefe  were  the  mighty  queftions  which  were  fo-  Confer- 
iemnly    agitated    in  the   conference ^at    Hampton-  gjj^j* 
court  between  fome  bifhops  and  dignified  clergymen  court 
on  the  one  hand,  and  fome  leaders  of  the  puritanical 
party  on  the  other  5  the  king  and  his  miniiters  being 
prefent r. 

The  puritans  were  here  fo  unreafonable  as  to  4th  Jan. 
complain  of  a  partial  and  unfair  management  of  the 
difpute  ;  as  if  the  fearch  after  truth  were  in  any  de- 
cree the  object  of  fuch  conferences,  and  a  candid 
indifference,  fo  rare  even  among  private  inquirers 
in  phikfopbical  queftions,  could  ever  be  expected 
among  princes  and  prelates,  in  a  theological  contro- 
verfy.  The  king,  it  muff  be  confeffed,  from  the 
beginning  of  the  conference,  mowed  the  ftrongeft 
propenfity  to  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  frequently 
inculcated  a  maxim,  which,  though  it  has  fome  foun- 
dation, is  to  be  received  with  great  limitations.  No 
Bishop,  No  King.  The  biftiops,  in  their  turn, 
were  very  liberal  of  their  praifes  towards  the  royal 
difputant ;  and  the  archbifhcp  of  Canterbury  faid, 
that  undoubtedly  his  majejiy  /pake  by  the  fpecial  af< 
fiftance  of  God's  fpirit  s.  A  Yew  alterations  in  the 
liturgy  were  agreed  to,  and  both  parties  feparated 
with  mutual  diiTatisfaclion. 

It  had  frequently  been  the  practice  of  the  pu- 
ritans to  form  certain  afiemblies,  which  they  called 

r  Fuller*  Ecclefiaft.  Hiftory.  *  Kennel,  p.  665. 
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, ,  Ipn.t ,  tney  difplayed  their  zeal  in  prayers  and  <~ 

**  asThatTrh^  *S*  thelr  °WD  ™*ufiafm,  S ^eli 
as  that  of  their  audience,  to  the  higheft  pitch,  from 
that  fociai  contagion  which  has  fo  mighty'anT 
niience  on  holy  fervours,  and  from  the  mntnal 
emulation  which  arofe  in  thofe  trials  of  religion, 

otXTn  dC,h  1fngerous  focieties  had  ■*«"■£ 
preffed  by  Uizabeth ;  and  the  minifters  in  this  con- 

ierence  moved   the  king   for   their  revival.     But 

James  fharply  rephed,  If  you  aim  at  a  Scottift  pre<by- 

tery     „  agrees  as  well  wUh  monarchy  as  God  and 

til       ,      J"  >'ack  md  Tom  and  Wi"  and  Dick 
Jhall  meet  and  cenfure  me  and  my  council.     Therefore 
I  reiterate  my  former  fpeech  :  Le  Roi  s'avifera.  Stay 
J/J'*';/0''  7leWn  year!  W°™  you  demand ;    and 

Z'JlP"f "d  "!e  S'^  purfe  and  fat,  I  may  per- 
chance  hearken  unto  you.  For  that  governmental 
«eep  mem  breath,  and  give  me  vori  enough  K  Such 
were  the  political  confederations  which  determined 
the  king  ,n  his  choice  among  religious  parties. 

Ihe  next  affembly  in  which   James   difplayed 
his  learning  and  eloquence,  was   one  that  ihewed 

•  bl'iT  P'nt,  °k  lbe"y  than  aW>eared  a™"g  2. 
Whops  and  theolog.ans.  The  parliament  waf now 
ready  to  affemble;  being  fo  long  delayed  on  ac- 
count ot  the  plague,  which  had  broken  out  Yn 
London,  and  raged  to  fuch  a  degree  that  above 
30,000  perfons  are  computed  to  have  died  of  it  in 
a  year  ;  though  the  city  contained  at  that  time  little 
more  than  150,000  inhabitants. 

The  fpeech  which  the  king  made  on  opening  the 
parliament,  fully  difplays  his  charafler,  and  prove! 
him  to  have  poffeffed  more  knowledge  ,nd  ffi 
parts,  than  prudence  or  any  jufl  fenie  of  decorum 
and  propriety-.     Though  few  productions  of  the 

■  Fuller's  Ec-lefiaft.  Hiflory.       i  K.  j,,mcs.,  ,y    ^ 
&C.   Jooni.  Md  March,  l6o!.    KenM,  p.  643.  P        '  * " 
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age  furpafs  this    performance   either    in   ftyle    or  c  »A  p. 
matter  j    it  wants  that  majeftic  brevity  and  referve  ^^ 
which  becomes  a  king  in  his  addrelles  to  the  great      ,604. 
council  of  the  nation.     It  cc:it?ins,  however,  a  re- 
markable ftroke  of  candour,  where  he  co&fcges  his 
too  great  facility  in  yielding  to  the   fohcitations  or 
fuitors*:    A  fault  which   he   prcmiies   to  correct, 
but    which    adhered   to    him,    and   diihefied    him, 
during  the  whole  courie  of  his  reign. 

The  firft  bufmefs,  in  which  the  commons  were 
engaged,  was  of  the  utmoll  importance  to  the  pre- 
fervation  of  their  privileges  ;  and  neither  temper 
nor  refolution  were  wanting  in  their  conduce  o!  it. 

In   former  periods  of  the  Englifh  government, 
the  houfe  of  commons  was  of  fo  fmall  weight  in  the 
balance  of  the  conftitution,  that  little  attention  had 
been  given,  either  by  the  crown,  the  people,  or  the 
houfe  itfelf,  to  the  choice  and  continuance  of  the 
members.     It   had   been  ufual,    after    parliaments 
were  prolonged  beyond  one  feffion,  for  the  chancellor 
to  exert  a  difcretionary  authority  of  itluing  new  writs 
to  fuppiy  the   place    of   any    members    whom    he 
judged  incapable  of  attending,  either  on  account  of 
their  employment,  their  ficknefs,  or  other  impedi- 
ment.    This  pradice  gave  that  minifter,  and  con- 
sequently the  prince,  an   unlimited  power  of  mo- 
delling at  pleafure  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation  ; 
yet  fo   little  jealoufy  had  it  created,  that  the  com- 
mons, of  themfelves,  without  any  court  influence  or 
intrigue,  and  contrary  to  fome  former  votes  or  them 
own,  confirmed  it  in- the  twenty-third  of  Elizabeth  h 
At  that  time,  though  fome  members,  whole  places 
had  been  fupplied  on  account  of  ficknefs,  having 
now  recovered  their  health,  appeared  in  the  houfe, 
and  claimed  their  feat :  fuch  was  the  authority:  of 
the  chancellor,  that,  merely  out  of  refpea  to  him, 

*  K  James's  Works,  p.  495-  499-       y  Journ-  J-1'1^7"/  *9>  fc#<* 
aft  his 
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chap,  his  Sentence  was  adhered  to,  and  the  new  membe;  s 
^  ^^_j  were  continued  in  their  places.  Here  a  mod  dan- 
id  of.  gerous  prerogative  was  conferred  on  the  crown  : 
But  to  /hew  the  genius  of  that  age,  or  rather  the 
channels  in  which  power  then  ran,  the  crown  put 
very  little  value  on  this  authority  ;  infomuch  that 
two  days  afterwards,  the  chancellor,  of  himfelf,  re- 
figned  it  back  to  the  commons,  and  gave  them 
power  to  judge  of  a  particular  vacancy  in  their  houfe. 
And  when  the  queftion  concerning  the  chancellor's 
:ew  writs  was  again  brought  on  the  carpet  towards 
the  end  of  the  feiTion,  the  commons  were  fo  little 
alarmed  at  the  precedent,  that,  though  thev  re- 
admitted fome  old  member?,  whofe  feats  had  been 
vacated  on  account  cf  flight  ind-ifpofitiens,  yet  they 
confirmed  the  chancellor's  fentence,  in  inftances 
where  the  diftemper  appeared  to  have  been  dan- 
gerous and  incurable z.  Nor  did  they  proceed  any 
farther  in  vindication  of  their  privileges,  than  to 
vote,  that  during  ihc  fitting  of  parliament  ^  there  d, 
at  any  time,  any  writ  go  out  for  chttfing  or  returning 
any  member  without  the  warrant  of  the  houfe.  In 
Elizabeth's  reign  we  may  remark,  and  the  reigns 
preceding,  feflions  of  parliament  were  not  ufually 
the  twelfth  part  fo  long  as  the  vacations ;  and  during 
the  latter,  the  chancellor's  power,  if  he  pleafed  to 
exert  it,  was  confirmed,  at  leaft  left,  by  this  vote, 
as  unlimited  and  unreftrained  as  ever. 

In  a  fubfequent  parliament,  the  abfolute  authority 
of  the  queen  was  exerted  in  a  manner  (till  more 
open  ;  and  began  for  the  firft  to  give  alarm  to  the 
commons.  New  writs  having  been  iflued  by  the 
chancellor  when  there  was  no  vacancy,  and  a 
controverfy  arifmg  upon  that  incident,  the  queen 
fent  a  meffage  to  the  houfe,  informing  them, 
that  it  were  impertinent  for  them  to  deal  in  fuch 
matters.      Thefe    questions,     me    faid,     belonged 

2  Journ.  March  iS,  ij?o.    See  farther  D'Ewes,  p.  430. 
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•illy  to  the  chancellor ;  and  (he  had  appointed  him  C  H  A  P. 

to  confer  with  the  judges,  in  order  to  fettle  all  dif-  yJ^J~j 

putes  with  regard  to  elections.     The  commons  had      1604. 

the  courage,  a  few  days  after,  to  vote,  "  That  it 

"  was  a  moil  perilous  precedent,  where  two  knights 

"  of  a  county  were  duly  elected,  if  any  new  writ 

"  mould  iiiue  out  for  a  fecond  election,  without 

w  order  of  the  houfe  itfelf ;  that  the  difcufiing  and 

"  adjudging  of  this  and  fuch  like  differences  be- 

"  longed  only  to  the  houfe ;  and  that  there  mould 

"  be  no  mefiage  fent  to  the  lord  chancellor,  not  fo 

"  much  as  to  inquire  what  he  had  done  in   the 

<c  matter,  becaufe  it  was  conceived  to  be  a  matter 

"  derogatory  to   the  power   and   privilege  of  the 

"  houfe  \"     This    is   the  moil  confiderable,    and 

almoft  only  inftance,  of  parliamentary  liberty,  w". 

occurs  during  the  reign  of  that  princefs. 

Outlaws,  whether  on  account  of  debts  or  crimes, 
had  been  declared  by  the  judges  b  incapable  of  en- 
joying a  feat  in  the  houfe,  where  they  mull  them- 
felves  be  lawgivers  ;  but  this  opinion  of  the  judges 
had  been  frequently  over-rulecL  I  find,  however, 
in  the  cafe  of  Vaughan  %  who  was  queflioned  for  an 
outlawry,  that,  having  proved  all  his  debts  to  have 
been  contracted  by  furetimip,  and  to  have  been, 
molt  of  them,  honeflly  compounded,  he  was  allowed, 
on  account  of  thefe  favourable  circumitances,  to 
keep  his  feat :  Which  plainly  fuppofes  that,  other- 
wife,  it  would  have  been  vacated,  on  account  of  the 
outlawry d. 

When 

a  D'Ewes,  p.  .',97-  b  39  H.  6.  c  Journ.  Feb.  8,  1580. 

&  In  a  fabfequent  parliament,  that  of  the  $jth  of  the  queen,  the 

after  great  debate,  expreitly  voted,  fhat  a  perfon  outlawed 

might  be  ele&ed.     D'F.wes,  p.  518.     But  as  the  matter  had  been 

tefted,the  king  might  think  the  vote  of  the  houfe  no  law, 

elleem  his  own  decilion  of  more  weight  than  theirs. 

:;ipofe  that  he  was  not  acquainted  with  this  vote. 

,  in  her  fpeech  to  her  laft  parliament,  complained  of 

Vol.  VI.  C  their 
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chap.       When    James  fummoned  this    parliament,    he 
XLv'-      iffued  a  proclamation* ;  in  which,  among  many  ge- 

*""  ~6"~  "'  nera!  advices,  which,  like  a  hind  tutor,  he  beftowed 
on  his  people,  he  itrictiy  enjoins  them  not  to  chufe 
any  outlaw  for  their  reprefentative.  And  he  adds  ; 
If  any  per/on  take  upon- him  the  place  of  knight,  ci- 
tizen, or  burgfs,  not  being  duly  clecled,  according  to 
the  laws  and  Jiatutes  in  thai  behalf  provided,  and 
according  to  the  purport,  e/flel,  and  true  meaning  of 
this  our  proclamation,  then  every  perfon  fo  offending 
to  be  fined  or  imprifened  for  the  fame.  A  proclama- 
tion here  was  plainly  put  on  the  fame  footing  with 
a  law,  and  that  in  fo  delicate  a  point  as  the  right  of 
elections :  Mod  alarming  circumfcances,  had  there 
not  been  reafon  to  believe  that  this  meafure,  being 
entered  into  fo  early  in  the  king'::  reign,  proceeded 
more  from  precipitation  and  miitake,  than  from  any 
ferious  defign  of  invading  the  privileges  of  par- 
liament f. 

Sir  Francis  Goodwin  was  chofen  member  for 
the  county  of  Bucks  ;  and  his  return,  as  ulual,  was 
made  into  chancery.  The  chancellor,  pronouncing 
him  an  outlaw,  vacated  his  feat,  and  ifTued  writs 
for  a  new  election  s.  Sir  John  Fortefcue  was  chofen 
in  his  place  by  the  county.  But  the  firfc  act  of  the 
houfe  was,  to  reverfe  the  chancellor's  fentence,  and 
reilore  fir  Francis  to  his  feat.     At  the  king's  fug- 

their  admitting  outir.v,:.,  and  reprefents  that  conduct  of  the  houfe 
as  a  grtV't  abufe. 

e  Jan.  !i,  1601.     Rymer,  tcm.  xvi.  p.  561. 

f  The  duke  of  Su'ly  tells  us,  that  't  was  a  maxim  of  James,  that 
nop:'  the  firft  year  of  his  reign,  fh< 

undertaking  :  A  kmxi  n  leafortabfe  in  itfi  '  to  his 

cautiou?,  r.ot  to  fay  tin  .     Fhei 

parted  from  thib  pretention,  is  anot 
innocent.  But  had  the  privileges  of  parli        tjt  been 
actly  ascertained,  or  roy  1  power  fully  limi 
nation  ever  have  been  enter: r.ined  1-y  him,,   a; 
claniations  could  regulate  parliamentary  elections.  ? 

1  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  1",  19. 
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geition,  the  lords  defired  a  conference  on  the  Subject;  c  H  A  P. 
but  were  absolutely  refufed  by  the  commons,  as  the  '  .  -'_, 
queftion  entirely  regarded  their  own  privileges  h.  1604. 
The  commons,  however,  agreed  to  make  a  remon- 
ilrance  to  the  king  by  the  mouth  of  their  Speaker  ; 
in  which  they  maintained,  that  though  the  returns 
were  by  form  made  into  chancery,  yet  the  fole  right 
of  judging  with  regard  to  elections  belonged  to  the 
houfe  itfelf,  not  to  the  'chancellor  '.  James  was  not 
Satisfied,  and  ordered  a  conference  between  the  houfe 
and  the  judges,  whofe  opinion  in  this  cafe  was  op- 
pofite  to  that  of  the  commons.  This  conference,  he 
Said,  he  commanded  as  an  abfolute  kingk;  an  epi- 
thet, we  are  apt  to  imagine,  not  very  grateful  to 
Englifh  ears,  but  one  to  which  they  had  already  been 
Somewhat  accuftomed  from  the  mouth  of  Eliza- 
beth '.  He  added,  That  all  their  -privileges  were 
derived  from  his  grant,  and  hoped  they  would  not 
turn  them  again f  him  m  ;  a  fentiment  which,  from 
her  conduct,  it  is  certain  that  princefs  had  alfo  en- 
tertained, and  which  was  the  reigning  principle  of 
her  courtiers  and  ministers,  and  the  Spring  oS  all  her 
adminifh-ation. 

The  commons  were  in  Some  perplexity.  Their 
eyes  were  now  opened,  and  they  Saw  the  conSe- 
quences  of  that  power  which  had  been  affumed  by 
the  chancellor,  and  to  which  their  predeceflbrs  hac, 
in  Some  inftances,  blindly  Submitted.  By  this  courfe, 
Said  a  member,  the  free  election  of  the  counties  is 
taken  away,  and  none  fnall  be  chofen  but  fuch  m  foall 
pleafe  the  king  and  council.  ,  Let  us,  therefore,  wiih 
fortitude,  underjianding,  and  fmcerity,  fcek  to  main- 
tain our  privilege.  CI  his  cannot  be  conftrued  any 
contempt  in  us,  but  merely  a  maintenance  of  our 
common  rights,  which  our  ancejhrs  have  left  us, 
and   which  it  is  juft  and  fit  for    'tis   to  Iranfmit  to 

h  Journ   26th  M-n-ch  1604.  «  Journ.  3d  At;:!  1664.         k  See 

pote  [A]  atthee;:d  of  the  volume.         1  Eanatleiij-in  Rennet,  p.  3-5. 
m  Jounv.  20th  March,  5th  April,  T604. 
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c  u  A",  cur  po/lcrity".  Another  faid  %  This  may  be  called  a. 
^^J^  quo  warranto  to  feize  all  our  liberties*  A  chancellor  ^ 
1604.  added  a  third,  by  this  courfe,  may  call  a  parliament 
con  fifing  of  what  pcrfons  he  pleafes.  Any  fuggefion, 
by  any  perfen?  may  be  the  caufe  offending  a  new  writ. 
It  is  come  to  this  plain  quflion,  V\'h ether  the  chancery 
or  parliament  ought  to  have  authority  p  ? 

Notwithstanding  this  watchful  fpirit  of  li- 
berty, which  now  appeared  in  the  commons,  their 
deference  for  majefty  was  fo  great,  that  they  ap- 
pointed a  committee  to  confer  with  the  judges  before 
the  king  and  council.  There  the  queftion  of  law  began 
to  appear,  in  James's  eyes,  a  little  more  doubtful  than 
he  had  hitherto  imagined  it ;  and  in  order  to  extri- 
cate himfelf  with  fome  honour,  he  propefed  that 
both  Goodwin  and  Fortefcue  mould  be  fet  afide, 
and  a  writ  be  iiTued,  by  warrant  of  the  houfe,  for  a 
new  election.  Goodwin  gave  his  confent,  and  the 
commons  embraced  the  expedient  ;  but  in  fuch  a 
mer,  that,  while  they  ihewed  their  regard  for 
the  king,  they  fecurcd  for  the  future  the  free  pof- 
of  their  feats,  and  the  right  which  they 
claimed,  of  judging  folely  in  their  own  elections' 
and  returns  °. 

A  power  like  this,  fo  efiential  to  the  exercife  of 
all  their  other  powers,  themfelves  fo  eifential  to 
public  liberty,  cannot  -airly  be  deemed  an  encroach- 
txt  in  the  commons  ;  but  mud  be  regarded  as  an 
;rcnt  privilege,  happily  refcued  from  that  am- 
biguity which  the  negligence  of  fome  former  parlia- 
ments had  thrown  upon  it. 

At  the  fame  time  the  common?,  in  the  cafe  of  ilr 

'  I.  nomas  Shirlev.,  ellablimed  their  p  )wer  of  punifhing, 

as  well  the  perfons  at  whofe  fait  any  member  is  ar- 

ed,  as  the  officers  who  either  arreii  or  detain  him. 

Their  aliening  of  this  priviL  of  the  fame 

»  Jour.';  .ch  1C04.  c  Id.  ibid,  "'  rc'.ibid, 

Irt  volume.  r  Journ.  6tU 
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About  this  period,  the  minds  of  men  through-  c  H  A  P. 
out  Europe,  efpecially   in   England,  feem  to   have      XL2_^ 
undergone    a    general,    but    infenn'ole    revolution.       j^. 
Though  letters  had  been   revived  in  the  preceding 
age,  they  were  chiefly  cultivated  by  thofe  of  fedentary 
.profefiions  ;   nor  had  they,  till  now,  begun  to  fpread 
themfelves,  in  any  degree,  among  men  of  the  world. 
Arts,  both  mechanical  and  liberal,  were  every  day 
receiving    great    improvements.       Navigation    had 
extended  itfelf  over   the  whole  globe.     Travelling 
was  fecure  and  agreeable.     And  the  general  fyftern 
of  politics  in  Europe  was   become  more   enlarged 
and  comprehenfive. 

In  confequeiice  of  this  univerfal  fermentation,  the 
ideas  of  men  enlarged  themfelves  on  all  fides;  and 
the  feveral  constituent  parts  of  the  Gothic  govern- 
ments, which  feem  to  have  lain  long  unaclive, 
bee:an,  everv  where,  to   ooerate   and  encroach    on 

O  J  j  '  i 

each  other.  On  the  continent,  where  the  necenitv 
of  difcipline  had  begotten  i landing  armies,  the 
princes  commonly  efiablimed  an  unlimited  authoritv, 
and  overpowered,  by  force  or  intrigue,  the  liberties  of 
the  people.  In  England,  the  love  of  freedom, 
which,  unlefs  checked,  flourifhes  extremely  in  all 
liberal  natures,  acquired  new  force,  and  was  regu- 
lated by  more  enlarged  views,  fuitabty  to  that 
cultivated  imderiianding,  which  became,  every  day, 
more  common  among  men  of  birth  and  education. 
A  familiar  acquaintance  with  the  precious  remains 
of  antiquity  excited,  in  every  generous  bread:,  a 
paliion  for  a  limited  conftitution,  and  begat  an 
emulation  of  thofe  manly  virtues,  which  the  Greek 
and  Roman  authors,  by  fuch  animating  examples, 
as  well  as  pathetic  expreiTicns,  recommend  to  us. 
The  fevere  t&dugh  popular  government  of  Eliza- 
beth had  confined  this  rh'ng  ipd-rit  within  very  narrow 
bounds  :  But  when  a  new  and  a  foreign  family  fuc- 
ceeded  to  the  throne,  and  a  prince  lefs  dreaded  and  lefs 
C  3  beloved, 


21  HISTORY    OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 

C  HA  p.  beloved,  fymptoms  immediately  appeared  of  a  more 
free  and  independent  genius  in  the  nation. 

Happily  this  prince  porTerTed  neither  fufficient 
capacity  to  perceive  the  alteration,  nor  fufficient  art 
and  vigour  to  check  it  in  its  early  advances.  Jealous 
of  regal,  becaufe  confcious  of  little  perfonal  au- 
thority, he  had  eftablifhed  within  his  own  mind  a 
fpeculative  fyffem  of  abfolute  government,  which 
few  of  his  iubjects,  he  believed,  and  none  but 
traitors  and  rebels,  would  make  any  fcruple  to  admit. 
On  whichever  fide  he  cafl  his  eye,  every  thing  con- 
curred to  encourage  his  prejudices.  When  he 
compared  himfelf  with  the  other  hereditary  fo- 
vereigns  of  Europe,  he  imagined,  that  as  he  bore 
the  fame  rank,  he  was  entitled  to  equal  prerogatives; 
not  confidering  the  innovations  lately  introduced  by 
them,  and  the  military  force  by  which  their  au- 
thority was  fupported.  In  England,  that  power, 
almbft  unlimited,  which  had  been  exercifed  for 
above  a  century,  efpecially  during  the  late  reign,  he 
afcrib'ed  iblely  to  royal  birth  and  title ;  not  to  the 
prucfence  andfpirit  of  the  monarchs,  nor  to  the  con- 
jiiR&fires  cf  the  times.  Even  the  oppofition  which 
he  had  ftruggl'ed  with  in  Scotland  encouraged  him 
flill  farther  in  his  favourite  notions  ;  while  he  there 
law,  that  the  fame  refinance  which  oppofed  regal 
authority,  violated  all  law  and  order,  and  made  way 
either  for  the  ravages  cf  a  barbarous  nobility,  or  for 
the  more  intolerable  infolence  of  feditious  preachers. 
In  his  own  perfon,  therefore,  he  thought  all  legal 
power  to  be  centered,  by  an  hereditary  and  a  divine 
right :  And  this  opinion  might  have  proved  dan- 
gerous, if  not  fatal,  to  liberty,  had  not  the  firniheTs 
of  the  perfiiafion,  and  its  feeming  evidence,  induced 
him  to  trull:  folely  to  his  right,  without  making  the 
fmalled  provificn,  either  of  force  or  politics,  in  order 


to  fupport  it. 
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Such  were  the  oppofite  difpofitions  of  parliament  chap. 
and  prince,  at  the  commencement  of  the  Scottifh  ^  x     •  J 
line ;  difpofitions  juft  beginning  to  exift  and  to  ap-      1604. 
pear  in  the  parliament  %  but  thoroughly  eftablifhed 
and  openly  avowed  on  the  part  of  the  prince. 

The  fpirit  and  judgment  of  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons appeared,  not  only  in  defence  of  their  own 
privileges,  but  alfo  in  their  endeavour,  though,  at 
this  time,  in  vain,  to  free  trade  from  thofe  fhackles, 
which  the  high  exerted  prerogative,  and  even,  in 
this  refpecl:,  the  ill-judged  tyranny  of  Elizabeth,  had 
impofed  upon  it. 

James  had  already,  of  his  own  accord,  called  in 
and  annulled  all  the  numerous  patents  for  mono- 
polies which  had  been  granted  by  his  predeceflbr, 
and  which  extremely  fettered  every  fpecies  of  do- 
meilic  induftry :  But  the  exclufive  companies  dill 
remained  ;  another  fpecies  of  monopoly,  by  which 
almoft  all  foreign  trade,  except  that  to  France,  was 
brought  into  the  hands  of  a  few  rapacious  engroiTers, 
and  all  profpect  of  future  improvement  in  com- 
merce was  for  ever  facrii?ced  to  a  little  temporary 
advantage  of  the  fovereign.  Thefe  companies, 
though  arbitrarily  elected,  had  carried  their  privileges 
fo  far,  that  almoit  all  the  commerce  of  England  was 
centered  in  London ;  and  it  appears,  that  the  cuf- 
toms  of  that  port  amounted  to  110,000  I.  a-year, 
while  thofe  of  ail  the  kingdom  befide  yielded  only 
feventeen  thoufand r.  Nay,  the  whole  trade  of  Lon- 
don was  confined  to  about  two  hundred  citizens  ", 
who  were  eafily  enabled,  by  combining  among  them- 
felves,  to  fix  whatever  price  they  plealed  both  to  the 
exports  and  imports  of  the  nation.  The  committee 
appointed  to  examine  this  enormous  grievance,  one 
of  the  greateft  which  we  read  of  in  Englifh  ftory, 
infill  on  it  as  a  facl  well  known  and  avowed,  how- 
ever contrary  to  prefent  received  opinion,  that  {hip- 

1 


5  See  note  [C]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
E  Journ.  71  May  160}.  u  Id.  ibid. 
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C  h  A  P.  ping  and  feamen  hud  fenfibly  decayed  during  all  the 
preceding  reign vv.  And  though  nothing  be  morc 
common  than  complaints  of  the  decay  of  trade 
ev^tt  during  the  mod  flourifhing  periods  ;  yet  is  this 
a  confequence  which  might  naturally  refult  from  fuch 
arbitrary  eflablifhments,  at  a  time  when  the  com- 
merce of  all  the  ether  nations  of  Europe,  except 
that  of  Scotland,  .enjoyed  full  liberty  and  indul- 
gence. 

While  the  commons  were  thus  attempting  to 
give  liberty  to  the  trading  part  of  the  nation,  they 
alfo  endeavoured  to  free  the  landed  property  from 
the  burthen  of  wardfhips  x,  and  to  remove  thofe  re- 
mains of  the  feudal  tenures,  under  which  the  nation 
if  ill  laboured.  A  juft  regard  was  fhewn  to  the  crown 
in  the  conduct  of  this  affair  ;  nor  was  the  remedy 
fought  for,  confidered  as  a  matter  of  right,  but 
merely  of  grace  and  favour.  The  profit  which  the  king 
reaped,  both  from  wards  and  from  refpite  of  homage, 
was  eftimated ;  and  it  was  intended  to  compound 
for  thefe  prerogatives  by  a  fecure  and  independent 
revenue.  But  after  fome  debates  in  the  houfe,  and 
ibme  conferences  with  the  lords,  the  affair  was  found 
to  contain  more  difficulties  than  could  eafily,  at  that 
lime,  be  furmounted  \  and  it  was  not  then  brought 
to  any  conclufion. 

The  fame  fate  attended  an  attempt  of  a  like  na- 
ture, to  free  the  nation  from  the  burthen  of  purvey- 
ance. This  prerogative  had  been  much  abufed  by 
the  purveyors  >' ;  and  the  commons  fhewed  fome  in- 
tention to  offer  the  king  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a- 
■year  for  the  abolition  of  it. 

Another  affair  of  the  utmoft  confequence  was 
brought  before  the  parliament,  where  the  commons 

w  A  remenferance  from  the  Trinity-houfe,  in  1602,  lays,  that  in  a 

little  above  twelve  years,  after  1588,  the  (hipping  and  number  of  fes- 

men  in  EngWnd  decayed  about  a  third.  Auglefey's  happy  future  State 

of  Englai  d,  n.  12S.  from  Sir  Julius  Cxfar's  Collections.  See  Journ. 

-    .    .  6  >4- 

x  Journ,  1  June  1604-      y  Journ.  30  April  1604. 
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/hewed  a  greater  fpirit  of  independence  than  any  true  c  H  A  r. 
judgment  of  national  intereft.  The  union  of  the  two  XLV> 
kingdoms  was  zealouily,  and  even  impatiently  urged  j^04, 
by  the  king  z.  He  juilly  regarded  it  as  the  peculiar 
felicity  of  his  reign,  that  he  had  terminated  the  bloody 
animofities  of  thefe  hoftile  nations,  and  had  reduced 
the  whole  iiland  under  one  government ;  enjoying 
tranquillity  within  itfelf,  andlecurity  from  all  foreign 
invaiions.  He  hoped  that,  while  his  fubjecls  of  both 
kingdoms  reflected  on  paft  difafters,  befides  regard- 
ing his  perfon  as  infinitely  precious,  they  would  en-  . 
tertain  the  lh'ongeft  defire  of  fecuring  themfelves 
againft  the  return  of  like  calamities,  by  a  thorough 
union  of  laws,  parliaments,  and  privileges.  He  con- 
sidered not,  that  this  very  reflection  operated,  as  yet, 
in  a  contrary  manner  on  men's  prejudices,  and  kept 
alive  that  mutual  hatred  between  the  nations,  which 
had  been  carried  to  the  greate.fr.  extremities,  and  re- 
quired time  to  allay  it.  The  more  urgent  the  king- 
appeared  in  promoting  fo  ufel'ul  a  meafure,  the  more 
backward  was  the  En?;lim  parliament  in  concurrino- 
with  him  ;  while  they  afcnbed  his  exceffive  zeal,  to 
that  partiality  in  favour  of  his  ancient  fubjecls,  of 
which  they  thought,  that,  on  other  occafions,  they 
had  reafon  to  complain.  Their  complaifance  for  the 
king,  therefore,  carried  them  no  farther  than  to  ap- 
point forty-four  Englifh  to  meet  with  thirty-one  Scot- 
tifii  comniiiliGners,  in  order  to  deliberate  concerning 
'the  terms  of  a  union  ;  but  without  any  power  of 
making  advances  towards  the  elTablifhmenr.  of  it a. 

The  fame  fpirit  ot  independence,  and  perhaps  not 
better  judgment,  appeared  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
when  the  oueftion  of  fupplywas  brought  before  them, 
.by  fome  members  attached  to  the  court.  In  vain 
was  it  urged,  that,  though  the  king  received  a  fup- 

ply  which  had  beea  voted  to  Elizabeth,  and  which 

- 

;  faxitii.  n  .Vv-M.  i  ybty,  1^04.  ParHair.entary  Hiilory,  vol.  v. 
p~9l. .  *f  JBciiii  7  June  1604.     Kennel,  n.  6~:. 
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had  not  been  collected  before  her  death  ;  yet  he 
found  it  burthened  with  a  debt  contracted  by  the 
i6c>  queen,  equal  to  the  full  amount  of  it :  That  peace 
was  not  yet  thoroughly  concluded  with  Spain,  and 
that  Ireland  was  ft  ill  expenfive  to  him  :  That  on  his 
journey  from  Scotland  amidft  fuch  a  concourfe  of 
people,  and  on  that  of  the  queen  and  royal  family-, 
he  had  expended  confiderable  fums :  And  that  as 
the  courtiers  had  looked  for  greater  liberalities  from 
the  prince  on  his  accefiion,  and  had  impofed  on  his 
generous  nature ;  fo  the  prince,  in  his  turn,  would 
expecl,  at  the  beginning,  fome  mark  of  duty  and 
attachment  from  his  people,  and  fome  confederation 
of  his  neceiiitics.  No  imprefhon  was  made  on  the 
houfe  of  commons  by  thefe  topics  ;  and  the  majority 
appeared  fully  determined  to  refufe  all  fupply.  The 
burthen  of  government,  at  that  time,  lay  furprifmgly 
light  upon  the  people  :  And  that  very  reafon,  which 
to  us,  at  this  dni:ance,  may  feem  a  motive  of  gene- 
roiity,  was  the  real  caufe  why  the  parliament  was,  on 
all  occaiions,  fo  remarkably  frugal  and  referved. 
They  were  not,  as  yet,  accuftomed  to  open  their 
purfes  in  fo  liberal  a  manner  as  their  fucceflbrs,  in 
order  to  fupply  the  wants  of  their  fovereign  ;  and 
the  fmallell  demand,  however  requifite,  appeared 
in  their  eves  unreafonable  and  exorbitant.  The 
commons  feem  alfo  to  have  been  defirous  of  redu- 
cing the  crown  to  ftill  farther  neceffities,  by  their  re- 
filling a  bill,  lent  down  to  them  by  the  lords,  for 
entailing  the  crown  lands  for  ever  on  the  king's  heirs 
and  fuccefibrs  b.  The  diflipation,  made  by  Elizabeth, 
had  probably  taught  James  the  neceffity  of  this  law, 
and  Ihewn  them  the  advantage  of  refufmg  it. 

In  order  to  cover  a  difappointment  with  regard  to 
fupply,  which  might  bear  a  bad  conitrucl:ion,  both 
at  home  and  abroad,  James  fent  a  melfage  to  the 

t>  Pailiamcntary  Hiftory,  vol.  v.  p.  108. 
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fioufe  c,  in  which  he  told  them,  that  he  defired  no  chap. 

fupply ;  and  he  was  very  forward  in  refufing  what  ^ L^ 

was  never  offered  him.  Soon  after,  he  prorogued  1604. 
the  parliament,  not  without  discovering,  in  his  fpeech,  7th  lalY' 
vifible  marks  of  dhTatisfa&ion.  Even  fo  early  in  his 
reign,  he  faw  reafon  to  make  public  complaints  of 
the  reftlefs  and  encroaching  fpirit  of  the  puritanical 
party,  and  of  the  malevolence  with  which  they  en- 
deavoured to  infpire  the  commons.  Nor  were  his 
complaints  without  foundation,  or  the  puritans  with- 
out intererf. ;  fmce  the  commons,  now  finding  them- 
felves  free  from  the  arbitrary  government  of  Eliza- 
beth, made  application  for  a  conference  with  the 
lords,  and  prefented  a  petition  to  the  king  ;  the 
purport  of  both  which  was,  to  procure,  in  favour  cf 
the  puritans,  a  relaxation  of  the  ecclefiaftical  laws  *'. 
The  ufe  of  the  furplice,  and  cf  the  crofs  in  baptifm, 
is  there  chiefly  complained  of ;  but  the  remedy  feems 
to  have  been  expecled  folely  from  the  king's  dif- 
penfing  power  e.  In  the  papers  which  contain  this 
application  and  petition,  we  may  alfo  fee  proofs  of 
the  violent  animofity  of  the  commons  againft  the 
catholics,  together  with  the  intolerating  fpirit  of 
that  a(Temblyf. 

This  fummer  the  peace  with  Spain  was  finally  PeacewJth 
concluded,  and  was  figned  by  the  Spanifh  minifters   sPa'n« 

T  J  «  T  1_  T  •  1    •  1 8  til  AUg, 

at  London  %     In  the  conferences,  previous  to  this  " 

treaty,  the  nations  were  found  to  have  fo  few  claims 
on  each  other,  that,  except  on  account  of  the  fupport 
given  by  England  to  the  Low  Country  provinces, 
the  war  might  appear  to  have  been  continued  more 
on  account  of  perfonal  animofity  between  Philip  and 
Elizabeth,  than  any  contrariety  of  political  interefts 
between  their  fubjects.    Some  articles  in  the  treaty, 

c  Journ.  16  June  1604.  <-'  LaEoderle,  the  French  ambafiador* 

fays,  that  the  houte  of  commons  was  compofed  mailly  of  puritans, 
vol.  i.  p.  81.  e  Parliamentary  Kiftory,  vol.  V*.   p.  9S,   99,    <oo. 

f  See  note  [D]  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  e  Rymer, 

torn,  xvi.  p.  585,  £c. 
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chap,  which  feeroed  prejudicial  to  the  Dutch  common* 
xlv.      Weaith,  were  never  executed  by  the  king  ;  and  as  the 
16:4.      Spaniards  made  no  complaints  on  that  head,  it  ap- 
peared that,  by  fecret  agreement,  theking  had  expreiViy 
referved  the  power  of  lending  amltance  to  the  Hol- 
landers'.     The  conllable  of  Caftile  came  into  En<i- 

p 

land  to  ratify  the  peace  ;  and,  on  the  part  of  England, 
the  earl  of  Hertford  was  lent  into  the  Low  Countries 
for  the  fame  purpofe,  and  the  earl  of  Nottingham, 
high  admiral,  into  Spain.  The  train  of  the  latter 
was  numerous  andfplendid;  and  the  Spaniards,  it  is 
laid,  were  extremely  furprifed,  when  they  beheld  the 
blooming  countenances  and  graceful  appearance  of 
the  Englifh,  whom  their  bigotry,  inilamed  by  the 
priefts,  had  represented  as  fo  many  monfters  and  in- 
fernal daemons. 

Though  England,  by  means  of  her  naval  force, 
was  perfectly  fecure,  during  the  latter  years  of  the 
Spanim  war,  James  mewed  an  impatience  to  put  an 
end  to  hoftiiities  ;  and  foon  after  his  acceffion,  before 
any  terms  of  peace  were  concerted,  or  even  propofed, 
by  Spain,  he  recalled  ail  the  letters  of  marque '  which 
had  been  granted  by  queen  Elizabeth.  Archduke  Al- 
bert had  made  fome  advances  of  a  like  nature1',  which 
invited  the  king  to  take  this  friendly  Hep.  But  what 
is  remarkable  ;  in  James's  proclamation  for  that  pur- 
pofe, he  plainly  fuppofes,  that,  as  he  had  himfelf, 
while  king  of  Scotland,  always  lived  in  amity  with 
Spain,  peace  was  attached  to  his  perfon,  and  that 
merely  by  his  acceffion  to  the  crown  of  England, 
without  any  articles  of  treaty  or  agreement,  he  had 
ended  the  war  between  the  kingdoms  ;.     This  igno- 

h  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  27.  330.  et  alibi.  In  this  refpecl  James's  peace 
was  more  honourable  than  that  which  Henry  IV.  himfelf  made  "with 
Spain.  This  lath  r  prim  e  ftipulated  not  to  aflift  theDutch;  and  the 
fupp]  :cretlyfent  them,  were  indirect  contfavention»te 

jhe  treaty.  £  23d  of  June  1603.  k  < .  irotii  Annal. 

lib,  1  a.  '  See  proclamations  during  the  firft  liven  years  of 

K.  James.    Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  65. 
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ranee  of  the  law  of  nations  may  appear  furprifing  c  H  A  p. 
in  a  prince,  who  was  thktv-fix  years  of  age,  and      XLV- 
who  had  reigned  from  his  infancy  ;  did  we  not  con-      I(i_4. 
fider,  that   a  king  of  Scotland,  who  lives  in  clofe 
friendfhip  with  England,    has   few  transactions  to 
manage  with  foreign  princes,  and  has  little  oppor- 
tunity   of   acquiring    experience.      Unhappily   for 
James,  his  timidity,  his  prejudices,  his  indolence, 
his  love  of  amufement,  particularly  of  hunting,  to 
which  he  was  much  addicted,  ever  prevented  him 
from   making   any   progrefs   in   the   knowledge  or 
practice  of  foreign  politics,  and  in  a  little  time  di- 
mmiihed  that  regard  which   all  the  neighbouring 
nations  had  paid  to  England  during  the  reign  of  his 
predeceffor  m. 

m  Memoires   de   la    Bodcric,  vol.  i.    p.  (4    1C1.   195.  217.  *zz+ 
Vol,  ii.  p.  344.  z;3. 


C    3°    3 


C  H  A  P.      XLYI. 

Gunpowder   con/piracy A   parliament Truce 

betwixt    Spain    and   the    United    Provinces A 

parliament Death    cf    the    French    king 

Arininianifm State  cf  Ireland. 

CHAP,  ^i  1[  7  -^  are  now  t0  refote  an  event,  one  of  the  moll 
xlvi.       VV     memorable   that  hiftpry   has    conveyed  to 

^-""T"  J  pofterity,  and  containing  at  once  a  lingular  proof 
both  of  the  ftrength  and  weaknefs  of  the  human 
mind ;  its  wideft  departure  from  morals,  and  mod 
fteady  attachment  to  religious  prejudices.  'Tis  the 
Gunpowder  treafon  of  which  I  fpeak  j  a  fact  as  cer- 
tain as  it  appears  incredible. 

Gtftipow-        The  Roman  catholics  had  expected  great  favour 

der  con-  ancj  indulgence  on  the  acceflion  of  James,  both  as  he 
was  defcended  from  Mary,  whofe  life  they  believed 
to  have  been  facrificed  to  their  caufe,  and  as  he 
himfelf,  in  his  early  youth,  was  imagined  to  have 
fhown  fome  partiality  towards  them,  which  no- 
thing, they  thought,  but  intereft  and  neceffity  had 
fmce  retrained.  It  is  pretended,  that  he  had  even 
entered  into  pofitive  engagements  to  tolerate  their 
religion,  as  ibon  as  he  mould  mount  the  throne  of 
England;  whether  their  credulity  had  interpreted 
in  this  fenfe  fome  obliging  expreffions  of  the  king's, 
or  that  he  had  employed  inch  an  artifice,  in  order  to 
render  them  favourable  to  his  title n.  Very  foon 
they  difcovered  their  mifrake  ;  and  were  at  once 
furprifed  and  enraged  to  find  James,  on  all  oc- 
casions, exprefs  his  intention  of  firictly  executing  the 
laws  enacted  againft  them,  and  of  perfevering  in  all 
the  rigorous  mealures  of  Elizabeth.  Catefby,  a 
gentleman  of  good  parts  and  of  an  ancient  family, 

a  Statt  Trials,  vol.  i;.  p.  201.,  zc;.,  aoj.  Wir.wcod,  vol.  ii.  p.  49. 
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firfl  thought  of  a  moft  extraordinary  method  of  c  **A  p- 
revenge  ;  and  he  opened  his  intention  to  Piercy,  ij^^^ 
a  defcendent  of  the  illullrious  houfe  of  Northum-  j$04. 
berland.  In  one  of  their  converfations  with  regard 
to  the  diftrevTed  condition  of  the  catholics,  Piercy 
having  broken  into  a  fally  of  pallion,  and  mentioned 
aflTaffinating  the  king  ;  Catefby  took  the  opportunity 
of  revealing  to  him  a  nobler  and  more  extenfive 
plan  of  treafon,  which  not  only  included  a  fure  exe- 
cution of  vengeance,  but  afforded  fome  hopes  of 
refloring  the  catholic  religion  in  England.  In  vain, 
faid  he,  would  you  put  an  end  to  the  king's  life  : 
Me  has  children,  who  would  fucceed  both  to  his 
crown  and  to  his  maxims  of  government.  In  vain 
would  you  extinguifn  the  whole  royal  family :  The 
nobility,  the  gentry,  the  parliament,  are  all  infected 
with  the  fame  herefy,  and  could  raife  to  the  throne 
another  prince  and  another  family,  who,  befices 
their  hatred  to  our  religion,  would  be  animated  with 
revenge  for  the  tragical  death  of  their  predecefioii, 
To  ferve  any  good  purpoie,  we  rrj  troy,  at  cue 

blow,  the  king,  the  royal  family,  the  lords,  the 
commons;  and  bury  all  our  enemies  m  one  com- 
mon ruin.  Happily,  they  are  all  aflembled  on  the 
firft  meeting  of  the  parliament ;  and  afford  us  the 
opportunity  of  glorious  and  uferul  vengeance.  G 
preparations  will  not  be  requifite.  A  few  of  us, 
combining,  may  run  a  mine  lpelow  the  hall,  in 
which  they  meet ;  and  choofmg  the  very  moment 
when  the  king  harangues  both  houfes,  configh  over 
to  defiruclion  thefe  determined  foes  to  all  piety  and 
religion.  Meanwhile,  vye  ourfelyes,  (landing  aloof, 
fafe  and  unfufpected,  mall  triumph  in  being  the 
inftruments  of  divine  wrath,  and  (hall  behold  vim 
pieafure  thofe  facrilegious  walls,  in  which  were 
palled  the  edicts  for  pifoicribing  our  church  and 
butchering  her  children,  toiitu  into  a  thoufaiid 
fragments *;  while  their  impious"'- inhabitants,  medi- 
tating, perhaps,  {till  new  perfections  againil  us,  p:  Js 

from 
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c  HAP.  from  flames  above  to  flames  below,  there  for  ever  t® 
^  endure  the  torments  due  to  their  offences J. 

1604.  Piercy  was  charmed  with  this  project  of  Catefbv: 

and  they  agreed  to  communicate  the  matter  to  a  few 
more,  and  among  the  reft  to  Thomas  Winter,  whom 
they  fent  over  to  Flanders,  in  queft  of  Fawkes,  an 
officer  in  the  Spanifli  fervice,  with  whefe  zeal  and 
courage  they  were  all  thoroughly  acquainted.  When 
theyinlifted  any  new  comparator,  in  order  to  bind  him 
to  fecrecy,  they  always,  together  with  an  oath,  em- 
ployed the  Communion,  the  mofr.  facred  rite  of  their 
religion  p.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  no  one  of  thefe 
pious  devotees  ever  entertained  the  lean  compunction 
with  regard  to  the  cruel  mafiacre,  which  they  pro- 
jected, of  whatever  was  great  and  eminent  in  the 
nation.  Some  of  them  only  were  ftaftled  by  the 
reflection,  that  of  neceiTity  many  catholics  muft  be 
prefent ;  as  fpectators  or  attendants  on  the  king,  or 
as  having  feats  in  the  houfe  of  peers :  But  Tefmond, 
a  Jefuit,  and  Garnet,  fuperior  of  that  order  in  Eng- 
land, removed  thefe  fcruples,  and  fhewed  them  how 
the  interefts  of  religion  required  that  the  innocent 
rificed  with  the  guilty, 
d  in  the  fpiing  and  fummer  of  the 
.  when  the  conipirators  alfo  hired  a  houfe 
in  F  na:  te,  adjoining  to  that  in  which  the  par- 

ent was  to  affemble.     Towards  the  end  of  that 
r  they  b^  ir  operations.     That  they  might 

be  lefs  interrup  ..  d  give   1  picion  to  the 

i  Jibonrhood,  they  carried  in  itore  of  prcvifion* 
with  them,  and  never  deulled  from  tl 

in  their  purpose,  and  n,  by 

prin  iple,andBy  '  .kriefeared 

th  in  comparison  of  a  di  I  hav- 

ing pro.  together  with  the  inftrc 

.  ed  there  to  perlih  in  cafe  of  a 

.',"  -u-y  of  the  Gunpowder Treafbn. 

.    i,  p.  ice.  J  j 3 .  tic 
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discovery.     Their  perfeverance  advanced  the  work ;  chap. 
and  they  foon  pierced  the  wall,  though  three  yards      XL^\ 
in  thicknefs ;    but  on  approaching  the  other  fide,       l6oJ 
they  were  fomewhat  ftartled  at  hearing  a  noife, 
which  they  knew  not  how  to  account  for.     Upon 
inquiry,  they  found,  that  it  came  from  the  vault 
below  the  houfe  of  lords ;  that  a  magazine  of  coals 
had  been  kept  there  j    and  that,  as  the  coals  were 
felling   off,  the  vault  would  be  let  to  the  higheft 
bidder.     The  opportunity  was  immediately  feized  ; 
the  place  hired  by  Piercy  ;  thirty-fix  barrels  of  pow- 
der lodged  in  it ;    the  whole  covered  up  with  fag- 
gots  and  billets ;    the  doors    of  the  cellar  boldly 
flung  open;    and  every  body  admitted,  as  if  it  con- 
tained nothing  dangerous. 

Confident  of  fuccefs,  they  now  began  to  look 
forward,  and  to  plan  the  remaining  part  of  their 
project.  The  king-,  the  queen,  prince  Henry,  were 
all  expected  to  be  prefent  at  the  opening  of  parlia- 
ment. The  duke,  by  reafon  of  his  tender  age, 
would  be  abfent ;  and  it  was  refolved,  that  Piercy 
mould  feize  him,  or  arTafTmate  him.  The  princefs 
Elizabeth,  a  child  likewife,  was  kept  at  lord  Har- 
rington's houfe  at ,  Warwickshire ;  and  fir  Everard 
Digby,  Rookwood,  Grant,  being  let  into  the  con- 
fpiracy,  engaged  to  affemble  their  friends  on  pre- 
tence of  a  hunting  match,  and  feizing  that  princefs, 
immediately  to  proclaim  her  queen.  So  tranfported 
were  they  with  rage  againft  their  adverfaries,  and  fo 
charmed  with  the  profpect  of  revenge,  that  they 
forgot  all  care  of  their  own  fafety  ;  and  trufting  to 
the  general  confufion,  which  muft  refuk  from  fo 
unexpected  a  blow,  they  forefaw  not,  that  the  fury 
of  the  people,  now  unreftrained  by  any  authority, 
muft  have  turned  againft  them,  and  would  probably 
have  fatiated  itfelf,  by  an  univeifal  mafiacre  of  the 
catholics. 

The  day,  fo  long  wiihed  for,  now  approached, 
on  which  the  parliament  was  appointed  to  anemble. 

Vol.  VI.  D  The 
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chap.  The  dreadful  fecret,  though  communicated  to  above 
jj^^,  twenty  perfons,  had  been  religioufly  kept,  during 
1605.  the  fpace  of  near  a  year  and  a  half.  No  remorfe> 
no  pity,  no  fear  of  punifhment,  no  hope  of  reward, 
had,  as  yet,  induced  any  one  confpirator,  either  to> 
abandon  the  enterprife,  or  make  a  difcovery  of  it. 
The  holy  fury  had  extinguifhed  in  their  breaft  every 
other  motive ;  and  it  was  an  indifcretion  at  lafl,  pro- 
ceeding chiefly  from  thefe  very  bigoted  prejudices 
and  partialities,  which  faved  the  nation. 

Ten  days  before  the  meeting  of  parliament,  lord 
Monteagle,  a  catholic,  fon  to  lord  Morley,  received 
the  following  letter,  which  had  been  delivered  to  his 
fervant  by  an  unknown  hand.  My  Lord,  Out  of  the 
love  I  bear  to  fome  of  your  friends,  I  have  a  care  of 
your  prcfervation.  Therefore  I  would  advife  you,  as 
you  tender  your  life,  to  devife  fome  excufe  to  fJjft  off 
your  attendance  at  this  parliament.  For  God  and  man 
have  concurred  to  punifo  the  wickednefs  of  this  time* 
And  think  notjlightly  of  this  advertifement  ;  but  retire 
yowfelf  into  your  country,  where  you  may  expeel  the 
event  in  fafciy.  For,  though  there  be  no  appearance 
of  av.y  fir,  yet,  I  fay,  they  will  receive  a  terrible  blow 
this  parliament,  and  yet  they  foal  I  not  fee  who  hurts  the?n. 
This  counfel  is  not  to  be  conte?nned,  becaufe  it  may  do  you 
good,  and  can  do  you  ?io  harm  :  For  the  danger  is  pafty 
as  foon  as  you  have  burned  the  letter.  And  I  hope  God 
will  give  you  the  grace  to  make  good  ufe  of  it,  unto  whofe 
holy  protection  I  ecu: me: id  youi. 

Monteagle  knew  not  what  to  make  of  this  let- 
ter ;  and  though  inclined  to  think  it  a  foolim  at- 
tempt to  frighten  and  ridicule  him,  he  judged  it 
fafelt  to  carry  it  to  lord  Salifoury,  fecretary  of  ftate., 
Though  Salifbury  too  was  inclined  to  pay  little  at- 
tention to  it,  he  thought  proper  to  lay  it  before 
the  king,  who  came  to  town  a  few  days  after.  To 
the  king  it  appeared  not  fo  light  a  matter  ;    and 

<l  K.  James's  Works,  p.  227. 
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from  the  ferious  earned  ftyle  of  the  letter,  he  con-  CHAP, 
jectured,  that  it  implied  fomething  dangerous  and  ^        ' J 
important.     A  terrible  blow,  and  yet  the  authors  con-       ^os, 
cealed;  a  danger  fofudden,  and  yet  fo  great ;   thefe 
circumftances  feemed  all  to  denote  fome  contrivance 
by  gunpowder  ;  and  it  was  thought  advifable  to  in- 
fpect  all  the  vaults  below  the  houfes  of  parliament. 
This   care   belonged  to   the  earl    of  Suffolk,  lord 
chamberlain  ;  who  purpofely  delayed  the  fearch,  till 
the  day  before  the  meeting  of  parliament.     He  re- 
marked thofe  great  piles  of  wood  and  faggots,  which 
lay  in  the  vault  under  the  upper  houfe  ;  and  he  caft 
his  eye  upon  Fawkes,  who  flood  in  a  dark  corner, 
and  palTed  himfelf  for  Piercy's  fervant.    That  daring 
and  determined  courage,  which  fo  much  diflinguifhed 
this  confpirator,  even  among  thofe  heroes  in  villany, 
was  fully  painted  in  his  countenance,  and  was  not 
paffed  unnoticed  by  the  chamberlain  r.  Such  a  quan- 
tity alfo  of  fuel,  for  the  ufe  of  one  who  lived  fo  little 
in  town  as  Piercy,  appeared  a  little  extraordinary  s  j 
and  upon  comparing  all  circumftances,   it  was  re- 
folved  that  a  more  thorough  infbection  mould  be. 
made.     About  midnight,  fir  Thomas  Knevet   ajufc 
tice  of  peace,  was  fent  with  proper  attendants  ;   and 
before  the  door  of  the  vault  rinding  Fawkes,   who 
hadjuft  finifhed  all  his  preparations,  he  immediately 
ieized  him,  and  turning  over  the  faggots,  difcovered 
the  powder.     The  matches  and  every  thing  proper 
for  fetting  fire  to  the  train  were  taken  in  Fawkes's 
pocket ;  who  finding  his  guilt  now  apparent,  and  fee- 
ing no  refuge  but  in  bokmefs  and  dei;:air,  exprefled 
the  utmoft  regret,  that  he  had  loft  the  opportunity 
of  firing  the  powder  at  once,  and  of  fweetening  his 
own  death  by  that  of  his  enemies  \    Before  the  coun- 
cil, he  difplayed  the  fame  intrepid  firmnefs,  mixed 
even  with  fcorn  and  difdain  ;  refuting  to  difcover  his 

1  K.  James's  Works,  p.  ajp.  s  Id.  ibid. 

£  Ibid.  p.  230. 
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chap,  accomplices,  and  fhewing  no  concern  but  for  the 
^  l*  failure  of  the  enterprife u.  This  obftinacy  lailed  two 
j 605.  or  three  days  :  But  being  confined  to  the  Tower, 
left  to  reflect  on  his  guilt  and  danger,  and  the  rack 
being  juiT  fhown  to  him  ;  his  courage,  fatigued  with 
fo  long  an  effort,  and  unfupported  by  hope  or  fociety, 
at  lafl  failed  him  ;  and  he  made  a  full  difcovery  of  all 
the  confpirators x. 

Catesby,  Piercy,  and  the  other  criminals,  who 
were  in  London,  though  they  had  heard  of  the  alarm 
taken  at  a  letter  fent  to  Monteagle  ;  though  they  had 
heard  of  the  chamberlain's  fearch  ;  yet  were  refolved 
to  perfift  to   the  utmoft,  and  never  abandon  their 
hopes  of  fuccefs y.     But  at  laft,  hearing  that  Fawkes 
was  arretted,  they  hurried  down  to  Warwickshire ; 
where  fir  Everard  Digby,  thinking  himfelf  allured 
that  fuccefs  had  attended  his  confederates,  was  already 
in  arms,  in  order  to  feize  the  princefs  Elizabeth. 
She  had  efcaped  into  Coventry ;  and  they  were  obliged 
to  put  themfelves  on  their  defence  againfl  the  coun- 
try, who  were  raifed  from  all  quarters,  and  armed,  by 
the  fheriff.     The  confpirators,  with  all  their  attend- 
ants, never  exceeded  the  number  of  eighty  perfons  ; 
and  being  furrounded  on  every  fide,  could  no  longer 
entertain  hopes,  either   of  prevailing  or  efcaping. 
Having  therefore  confeffed  themfelves,  and  received 
abfolution,  they  boldly  prepared  for  death,  and  re- 
folved to  fell  their  lives  as  dear  as  poffible  to  the  affail- 
ants.     But  even  this  miferable  confolation  was  de- 
nied them.  Some  of  their  powder  took  fire,  and  dif- 
abled  them  for  defence2.      The  people  rufhed  in 
upon  them.     Piercy  and  Catefby  were  killed  by  one 
{hot.  Digby,  Rookwood,  Winter,  and  others,  being 
taken  prifoners,  were  tried,  confeffed  their  guilt,  and 

«  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  173.  x  K.  James's  Works,  p.  231. 

y  See  note  [E]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

1  State  Trials,  vol.  i.  p.  199-     Dilcouife  of  the  manner,  &c.  p. 
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died,  as  well  as  Garnet,  by  the  hands  of  the  exe-  CHAP, 
cutioner.     Notivithftanding  this  horrid  crime,  the     XLV^  J 
bigoted  Catholics  were  fo  devoted  to   Garnet,  that     ,605. 
they  fancied  miracles  to  be  wrought  by  his  blood  '  j 
and  in  Spain  he  was  regarded  as  a  martyr ". 

Neither  had  the  def'perate  fortune  of  the  confpi- 
rators  urged  them  to  this  enterprife,  nor  had  the 
former  profligacy  of  their  lives  prepared  them  for  fo 
great  a  crime.  Before  that  audacious  attempt,  their 
conduct  feems,  in  general,  to  be  liable  to  no  reproach* 
Catefby's  character  had  entitled  him  to  fuch  regard, 
that  Rookwood  and  Digby  were  feduced  by  their 
implicit  trufl  in  his  judgment ;  and  they  declared, 
that,  from  the  motive  alone  of  friendfhip  to  him* 
they  were  ready,  on  any  occafion,  to  have  facrificed 
their  lives  c.  Digby  himfelf  was  as  highly  efteemed 
and  beloved  as  any  man  in  England ;  and  he  had 
been  particularly  honoured  with  the  good  opinion  of 
queen  Elizabeth d.  It  was  bigoted  zeal  alone,  the 
mofl  abfurd  of  prejudices  mafqued  with  reafon,  the 
mod  criminal  of  paffions  covered  with  the  appearance 
of  duty,  which  feduced  them  into  meafures,  that  were 
fatal  to  themfelves,  and  had  fo  nearly  proved  fatal  to 
their  country e. 

The  lords  Mordaunt  and  Stourton,  two  catholics, 
were  fined,  the  former  ten  thoufand  pounds,  the  latter 
four  thoufand,  by  the  ftar-chamber ;  becaufe  their 
abfence  from  parliament  had  begotten  a  fufpicion  of 
their  being  acquainted  with  the  confpiracy.  The 
earl  of  Northumberland  was  fined  thirty  thoufand 
pounds,  and  detained  feveral  years  prifoner  in  the 

a  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  300.  *>Td.  ibid. 

c  State  Trials,  vol.  i.  p.  201.  d  Athen.  Ox.  vol.  ii.  fol.  254. 

e  Digby,  after  his  condemnation,  faid  in  a  letter  to  his  wife: 
"  Now  for  my  intention,  let  me  tell  you,  that  if  I  had  thought  there 
"  had  been  the  leaft  fin  in  the  plot,  I  would  not  have  been  of  it  for 
'*  all  the  world ;  and  no  other  caufe  drew  me,  to  hazard  my  fortune 
"  and  life,  but  zeal  to  God's  religion."  He  expreffes  his  furprife  to 
hear  that  any  catholics  had  condemned  it.  Digb/s  papers,  publijhed 
ly  Secretary  Coventry. 

D  3  Tower  j 
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chap.  Tower :  becaufe,  not  to  mention  other  grounds  of 
al,\i.    fufpiclon?  he  had  admitted  Piercy  into  the  number 
1605.      of  gentlemen  penfioners,   without  his  taking  the 
requifite  oaths  '. 

The  king,  in  his  fpeech  to  the  parliament,  ob- 
ferved,  that,  though  religion  had  engaged  the  con- 
fpirators  in  fo  criminal  an  attempt,  yet  ought,  we  not 
to  involve  all  the  Roman  catholics  in  the  lame  guilt, 
or  fuppofe  them  equally  difpofed  to  commit  fuch 
enormous  barbarities.  Many  holy  men,  he  faid, 
and  our  anceftors  among  the  reft,  had  been  feduced 
to  concur  with  that  church  in  her  fcholaftic  doctrines; 
who  yet  had  never  admitted  her  feditious  principles, 
concerning  the  pope's  power  of  dethroning  kings, 
or  fanclifying  aiiaffination.  The  wrath  of  Heaven  is 
denounced  agamlt  crimes,  but  innocent  error  may 
obtain  its  favour;  and  nothing  can  be  more  hateful 
than  the  uncharitablenefs  of  the  puritans,  who  con- 
demn alike  to  eternal  torments,  even  the  molt  in- 
cffenfive  partifans  of  popery.  For  his  part,  he  added, 
that  confplracy,  however  atrocious,  ihould  never  al- 
ter, in  the  Iea.il,  his  plan  of  government :  While  with 
one  hand  he  puriiflvetd  guilt-;  with  the  other  he  would 
ilill  fupport  and  protect  innocence ;.  After  this 
fpeech,  he  prorogued  the  parliament  till  the  22a  of 
January  h. 

The  moderation,  and,  I  may  fay,  magnanimity, 
of  the  king,  immediately  after  fo  narrow  an  efcape 
from  a  moll  deteftable  confpiracv,  war  nc  v.  iie  agree- 
able to  his  fubje&s.  Their  animofity  againfr.  popery, 
even  before  this  provocation,  had  riien  to  a  great 
pitch ;  and  it  had  perhaps  been   more  prudent  in 

f  Camden  in  Kennetj  p.  692.      s  K.  James's  WotkSj  p  503,  504. 

h  The  parliament,  this  fi  fTi-m,  pifT  d  an  act  obliging  every  one  to 
take  the  oath  of  aliee'ance  :  A  vi  ry  mo'cri! e  teft,  finee  it  decided  no 
controveited  points  between  the  two  religions,  and  only  engaged  the 
perfons  who  took  it  to  abjure  the  pope's  power  of  dethroning  kings. 
See  K.James's  Works,  p.  2^0. 

James, 


J    A    M    E    S        I.  39 

James,  by  a  little  diflimulation,  to  have  conformed  c  H  A  P- 

himfelf  to  it.     His  theological  learning,  confirmed     XL ' 

by  difputation,  had  happily  fixed  his  judgment  in  l6o$. 
the  proteftant  faith  ;  yet  was  his  heart  a  little  biaffed 
by  the  allurements  of  Rome,  and  he  had  been  well 
pleafed,  if  the  making  of  fome  advances  could  have 
effected  an  union  with  that  ancient  mother-church. 
He  ftrove  to  abate  the  acrimony  of  his  own  fubjects 
againfl  the  religion  of  their  fathers  :  He  became 
himfelf  the  object  of  their  diffidence  and  averfion. 
Whatever  meafures  he  embraced  ;  in  Scotland  to 
introduce  prelacy,  in  England  to  enforce  the  autho- 
rity of  the  eftablifhed  church,  and  fupport  its  rites 
and  ceremonies,  were  interpreted  as  fo  many  fteps 
towards  popery ;  and  were  reprefented  by  the  pu- 
ritans as  fymptoms  of  idolatry  and  fuperitition. 
Ignorant  of  the  confequences,  or  unwilling  to  fa- 
crifice  to  politics  his  inclination,  which  he  called  his 
confcience,  he  perfevered  in  the  fame  meafures,  and 
gave  trufl  and  preferment,  almoit  indifferently,  to 
his  catholic  and  proteftant  fubjects.  And  finding  his 
perfon,  as  well  as  his  title,  lefs  obnoxious  to  the 
church  of  Rome,  than  thofe  of  Elizabeth,  he  gra- 
dually abated  the  rigour  of  thofe  laws,  which  had 
been  enacted  againfl  that  church,  and  which  were 
fo  acceptable  to  his  bigoted  fubjects.  But  the  effects 
of  thefe  difpofitions  on  both  fides  became  not  very 
fenfible  till  towards  the  conclufion  of  his  reign. 

At  this  time  James  feems  to  have  poffefled  the 
affections  even  of  his  Engiifh  fubjects,  and,  in  a 
tolerable  degree,  their  efteem  and  regard.  Hitherto 
their  complaints  were  chiefly  levelled  againfl  his  too 
great  conltancy  in  his  early  friendfhips ;  a  quality 
which,  had  it  been  attended  with  more  ceconomy, 
the  wife  would  have  excufed,  and  the  candid  would 
even,  perhaps,  have  applauded.  His  parts,  which 
were  not  deipicable,  and  his  learning,  which  was 
great,  being  highly  extolled  by  his  courtiers  and 
gownmen,  and  not  yet  tried  in  the  management  of 
D  4  any 
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CHAP,  any  delicate  affairs,  for  which  he  was  unfit,  raifed  a 
XLVI.     high  :rjea  0f  him  in  the  world  ;    nor  was  it  always 

^1606.  ~   through  flattery  or  infmcerity  that  he  received  the 
title  of  the  fecond  Solomon.     A  report,  which  was 
fuddenly  fpread  about  this  time,  of  his  being  alTaffi-. 
nated,  vifibly  flruck  a  great  confternation  into  all 

A  parlia-  orders  of  men '.  The  commons  alio  abated,  this 
felfion,  fomewhat.  of  their  exceiiive  frugality,  and 
granted  him  an  aid,  payable  in  four  years,  of  three 
fubfidies  and  fix  fifteenths,  which,  fir  Francis  Bacon 
faid  in  the  houfe  k,  might  amount  to  about  four 
hundred  thoufand  pounds :  And  for  once  the  king 
and  parliament  parted  in  friendfhip  and  good  hu- 
mour. The  hatred  which  the  catholics  fo  vifibly 
bore  him,  gave  him,  at  this  time,  an  additional 
value  in  the  eyes  of  his  people.  The  only  consider- 
able point,  in  which  the  commons  incurred  his  dif- 
pleafure,  was  by  difcovering  their  conflant  good- 
will to  the  puritans,  in  whofe  favour  they  defired  a 
conference  with  the  lords  ' :  Which  was  reje&ed. 

Nov.  i3.  The  chief  affair  tranfacled  next  femon,  was  the 
intended  union  of  the  two  kingdoms  m.  Nothing 
could  exceed  the  king's  paffion  and  zeal  for  this 
noble  enterprife,  but  the  parliament's  prejudice  and 
reluctance  againft  it.  There  remain  two  excellent 
fpeeches  in  favour  of  the  union,  which  it  would 
not  be  improper  to  compare  together ;  that  of  the 
king n,  and  that  of  fir  Francis  Bacon.  Thofe,  who 
aflecl:  in  every  thing  fuch  an  extreme  contempt  for 
James,  will  be  furprifed  to  find,  that  his  difcourfe, 
both  for  good  reafoning  and  eloquent  compofition, 
approaches  very  near  that  of  a  man,  who  was  un- 
doubtedly, at  that  time,  one  of  the  greatefl  geniufes 
in  Europe.  A  few  trivial  indifcretions  and  inde- 
corums may  be  faid  to  characterize  the  harangue  of 
the  monarch,  and  mark  it  for  his  own.     And,  in 

«  Kennet,  p.  676.  k  Journ.  acth  May  160G. 

1  Journ.  5th  April  1606.  ">  Kennet,  p.  676. 

■  K.  James's  W  orks,  p.  509. 
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general,  fo  open  and  avowed  a  declaration  in  favour  CHAP, 
of  a  meafure,  while  he  had  taken  no  care,  by  any     x^}' 
precaution  or  intrigue,  to  enfure  fuccefs,  may  fafely      X6o6. 
be  pronounced  an   indifcretion.      But  the   art  of 
managing  parliaments,  by  private  intereft  or  cabal, 
being  found  hitherto  of  little  ufe  or  neceflity,  had 
not,  as  yet,  become  a  part  of  Englifh  politics.     In 
the  common  courfe  of  affairs,  government  could  be 
conducted  without  their  aiTiitance  ;  and  when  their 
concurrence  became  neceffary  to  the  meafures  of  the 
crown,  it  was,  generally  fpeaking,  except  in  times  of 
great  faction  and  difcontent,  obtained  without  much 
difficulty. 

The  king's  influence  feems  to  have  rendered  the 
Scottifh  parliament  cordial  in  all  the  fteps  which 
they  took  towards  the  union.  Though  the  advan- 
tages which  Scotland  might  hope  from  that  mea- 
fure were  more  confiderable ;  yet  were  the  ob- 
jections too,  with  regard  to  that  kingdom,  more 
ftriking  and  obvious.  The  benefit  which  muff  have 
refulted  to  England,  both  by  acceffion  of  ftrength 
and  fecurity,  was  not  defpicable ;  and  as  the  Englifh 
were  by  far  the  greater  nation,  and  poffeffed  the  feat 
of  government,  the  objections,  either  from  the  point 
of  honour  or  from  jealoufy,  could  not  reafonably 
have  any  place  among  them.  The  Englifh  parlia- 
ment indeed  feem  to  have  been  fwayed  merely  by 
the  vulgar  motive  of  national  antipathy.  And  they 
perfifted  fo  obftinately  in  their  prejudices,  that  all 
the  efforts  for  a  thorough  union  and  incorporation 
ended  only  in  the  abolition  of  the  hoftile  laws  for- 
merly enacted  between  the  kingdoms  °. 

°  The  commons  were  even  fo  averfe  to  the  union,  that  they  had 
complained  in  the  former  feflion  to  the  lords,  of  the  bifhop  of  Briftol, 
for  writing  a  book  in  favour  of  it ;  and  the  prelate  was  obliged  to 
make  fubmiflions  for  this  offence.  The  crime  imputed  to  him  feema 
to  have  confifted  in  his  treating  of  a  fubject  which  lay  before  the  par- 
liament. So  little  notion  had  they  as  yet  of  general  liberty  !  Sec 
Parliamentary  Hiftory,  vol.  v.  p.  ic8,  icp,  no. 

Some 
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CxlviP'  Some  precipitate  Heps  which  the  king,  a  little 
L  _.'_,  after  his  acceffion,  had  taken,  in  order  to  promote 
«6c6.  his  favourite  project,  had  been  here  obferved  to  do 
more  injury  than  fervice.  From  his  own  authority, 
he  had  affumed  the  title  of  king  of  Great  Britain  ; 
and  had  quartered  the  arms  of  Scotland,  with  thofe 
of  England,  in  all  coins,  flags,  and  enfigns.  He 
had  alio  engaged  the  judges  to  make  a  declaration, 
that  all  thofe  who,  after  the  union  of  the  crowns, 
fhould  be  born  in  either  kingdom,  were,  for  that 
reafon  alone,  naturalized  in  both.  This  was  a  nice 
queftion,  and,  according  to  the  ideas  of  thofe  times, 
fufceptible  of  fubtile  reafoning  on  both  fides.  The 
king  was  the  fame  :  The  parliaments  were  different. 
To  render  the  people  therefore  the  fame,  we  mull 
fuppofe  that  the  fovereign  authority  refided  chiefly 
in  the  prince,  and  that  thefe  popular  afiemblies  were 
rather  inftituted  to  affiil  with  money  and  advice,  than 
endowed  with  any  controlling  or  active  powers  in 
the  government.  //  is  evident,  fays  Bacon  in  his 
pleadings  on  this  fubjecl,  that  all  other  common- 
wealths, monarchies  only  excepted,  do  fubjiji  by  a  law 
■precedent.  For  where  authority  is  divided  amongfi 
many  officers,  and  they  not  perpetual,  but  annual  or 
temporary,  and  not  to  receive  their  authority  but  by 
eleclion,  and  certain  perfons  too  have  voices  only  in  that 
eleclion,  and  the  like  ;  thefe  are  bufy  and  curious  frames, 
which  of  necejfity  do  prefuppofe  a  law  precedent,  writ- 
ten or  unwritten,  to  guide  and  dirccl  them  :  But  in 
monarchies,  efpecially  hereditary,  that  is,  when  feve- 
ral  families  or  lineages  of  people  do  fubmit  themfelves 
to  one  line,  imperial  or  royal ;  the  fubmijfion  is  more 
natural  andfrniple  ;  which  afterwards,  by  law  fubfe- 
quent,  is  perfected,  and  made  more  formal :  but  that  is 
grounded  upon  nature  p.  It  would  feem,  from  this 
reafoning,  that  the  idea  of  a  hereditary,  limited  mo- 
narchy, though  implicitly  fuppofed  in  many  public 

f  Bacon's  Works,  yqI.  iv.  p.  190,  191.    edit.  1730. 

tranfactiens. 
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tranfactions,  had  fcarcely  ever,  as  yet,  been  exprefs-  c  H  a  ?. 
Iy  formed  by  any  Englifh  lawyer  or  politician.  C„jJ~Lj 

Except  the  obftinacy  of  the  parliament  with  re-  1606. 
gard  to  the  union,  and  an  attempt  on  the  king's 
ecclefiaflical  jurisdiction  %.  moll  of  their  meafures, 
during  this  feffion,  were  fufficiently  refpectful  and 
obliging  ;  though  they  flill  difcover  a  vigilant  fpirit, 
and  a  careful  attention  towards  national  liberty. 
The  votes  alfo  of  the  commons  fhow,  that  the 
houfe  contained  a  mixture  of  puritans,  who  had 
acquired  great  authority  among  them r,  and  who, 
together  with  religious  prejudices,  were  continually 
fuggefting  ideas  more  fuitable  to  a  popular  than  a 
monarchical  form  of  government.  The  natural  ap- 
petite for  rule  made  the  commons  lend  a  willing  ear 
to  every  doctrine  which  tended  to  augment  their  own 
power  and  influence. 

A  petition  was  moved  in  the  lower  houfe  for  a  1607, 
more  rigorous  execution  of  the  laws  againil  popifh 
recufants,  and  an  abatement  towards  proteflant  cler- 
gymen, who  fcrupled  to  obferve  the  ceremonies. 
Both  thefe  points  were  equally  unacceptable  to  the 
king  ;  and  he  fent  orders  to  the  houfe  to  proceed 
no  farther  in  that  matter.  The  commons  were  in- 
clined, at  hrlt,  to  confider  thefe  orders  as  a  breach 
of  privilege  :  But  they  foon  acquieiced,  when  told 
that  this  meafure  of  the  king's  was  fupported  by 
many  precedents  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth5. 
Had  they  been  always  difpofed  to  make  the  pre- 
cedents of  that  reign  the  rule  of  their  conduct,  they 
needed  never  have  had  any  quarrel  with  any  of  their 
monarchs. 

The  complaints  of   Spanifh    depredations  were  jthjune. 
very  loud    among    the  Englifh  merchants :.     The 
lower  houfe  lent  a  meifage  to  the  lords,  defiring  a 

<•  Journ-  2  December,  5  March  i6c6.  25,  26  June  1607. 

r  Journ.  26  February,  4,  7  March  1606.  2  May,  17  June  1607. 

s  Journ.  i6;  17  June  1607.  »  Journ.  zjTeb.  1606. 

conference 
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chap,  conference  with  them,  in  order  to  their  prefenting 
XLVI-  a  joint  petition  to  the  king  on  the  fubjecl:.  The 
lf)CJm  lords  took  fome  time  to  deliberate  on  this  meffage  ; 
becaufe,  they  faid,  the  matter  was  weighty  and 
rare.  It  probably  occurred  to  them  at  nrft,  that 
the  parliament's  interpofmg  in  affairs  of  flate  would 
appear  unufual  and  extraordinary.  And,  to  mow 
that  in  this  fentiment  they  were  not  guided  by  court 
influence ;  after  they  had  deliberated,  they  agreed 
to  the  conference. 

The  houfe  of  commons  began  now  to  feel  them- 
felves  of  fuch  importance,  that  on  the  motion  of 
fir  Edwin  Sandys,  a  member  of  great  authority, 
they  entered,  for  the  firfl  time,  an  order  for  the 
regular  keeping  of  their  journals u.  When  all 
bufinefs  was  finifhed,  the  king  prorogued  the  par- 
liament. 

About  this  time  there  was  an  infurreclion  of  the 
country  people  in  Nortliamptonfhire,  headed  by  one 
Reynolds,  a  man  of  low  condition.  They  went 
about  deflroying  inclofures ;  but  carefully  avoided 
4$  Ju'y-  committing  any  other  outrage.  This  infurreclion 
was  eafily  fuppreffed,  and  though  great  lenity  was 
ufed  towards  the  rioters,  yet  were  fome  of  the  ring- 
leaders punifhed.  The  chief  caufe  of  that  trivial 
commotion  feems  to  have  been,  of  itfelf,  far  from 
trivial.  The  practice  flill  continued  in  England, 
of  difufing  tillage,  and  throwing  the  land  into  in- 
clofures for  the  fake  of  paflure.  By  this  means 
the  kingdom  was  depopulated,  at  leaf!  prevented 
from  increafmg  fo  much  in  people  as  might  have 
been  expected  from  the  daily  increafe  of  induflry 
and  commerce. 
i§d.  Next  year  prefents  us  with  nothing  memorable : 

1609.  But  in  the  fpring  of  the  fubfequent,  after  a  long  negor 
tiation,  was  concluded,  by  a  truce  of  twelve  years,  that 
war,  which  for  near  half  a  century  had  been  carried  on 

11  Jouni.  3  July  1607. 
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with  fuch  fury  between  Spain  and  the  States  of  the  chap. 
United  Provinces.     Never  conteft  feemed,  at  firft.,     XLVI- 
more  unequal :  Never  conteft  was  finiihed  with  more      ^09. 
honour  to  the  weaker  party.     On  the  fide  of  Spain  Truce  be- 
were  numbers,  riches,  authority,  difcipline  :  On  the  spam"and 
fide  of  the  revolted  provinces  were  found  the  at-  the  United 
tachment  to  liberty  and  the  enthufiafm  of  religion.     rovinces' 
By  her  naval  enterprifes  the  republic  maintained  her 
armies ;    and  joining  peaceful  induftry  to  military    .. 
valour,  fhe  was  enabled,  by  her  own  force,  to  fup- 
port  herfelf,  and  gradually  rely  lefs  on  thofe  neigh- 
bouring princes,  who,  from  jealoufy  to  Spain,  were 
at  firft  prompted  to  encourage  her  revolt.     Long 
had  the  pride  of  that  monarchy  prevailed  over  her 
intereft,  and  prevented  her  from  hearkening  to  any 
terms  of  accommodation  with  her  rebellious  fub- 
jects.     But  finding  all  intercourfe  cut  off  between 
her  provinces  by  the  maritime  force  of  the  States, 
fhe  at  laft  agreed  to  treat  with  them  as  a  free  people, 
and  folemnly  to  renounce  all  claim  and  pretention 
to  their  fovereignty. 

This  chief  point  being  gained,  the  treaty  was  March  30; 
eafily  brought  to  a  conclusion,  under  the  joint  me- 
diation and  guarantee  of  France  and  England.  All 
exterior  appearances  of  honour  were  paid  equally  to 
both  crowns :  But  very  different  were  the  fentiments 
which  the  States,  as  well  as  all  Europe,  entertained 
of  the  princes  who  wore  them.  Frugality  and  vigour, 
the  chief  circumftances  which  procure  regard  among 
foreign  nations,  fhone  out  as  confpicuou'Iy  in  Henry 
as  they  were  deficient  in  James.  To  a  contempt  of 
the  Englifh  monarch,  Henry  feems  to  have  added 
a  confiderable  degree  of  jealoufy  and  averfion,  which 
werefentimentsaltogetherwithoutfoundation.  James 
was  juft  and  fair  in  all  tranfa&ions  with  his  allies  % 

but 

x  The  plan  of  accommodation  which  James  recommended  is 
found  in  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  449,430. ;  and  is  the  fame  that  was 

recom- 
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CHAP,  but  it  appears  from  the  memoirs  of  thofe  times,  that 
vL  * r*      each  fide  deemed  him  partial  towards  theiradverfary, 
i6cj.       and  fancied  that  he  had  entered  into  fecret  meafures 
againlt   them  7t     So  little  equity  have  men  in  their 
judgments  of  their  own  affairs  ;  and  fo  dangerous 
is    that    entire    neutral: ty  affected  by  the  king  of 
England ! 
1610.  The   little  concern  which  James  took  in  foreign 

Aeb-?.'  affairs,  renders  the  domeflic  occurrences,  particu- 
jocnt.11  Iarly  thofe  of  parliament,  the  mofl  interesting  of  his 
n.  A  new  feffion  was  held  this  fpring  ;  the  king 
full  of  hopes  of  receiving  fupply  ;  the  commons  of 
circumfcribing  his  prerogative.  The  earl  of  Sa- 
liihury,  now  created  treafurer  on  the  death  of  the 
earl  of  Dcrfet,  laid  open  the  king's  necemties,  hrft 
to  the  peers,  then  to  a  committee  of  the  lower 
houfe z.  He  innfted  on  the  unavoidable  expence 
incurred,  in  fupporting  the  navy,  and  in  fupprefhng 
a  late  infurrection  in  Ireland :  He  mentioned  three 
numerous  courts  which  the  king  was  obliged  to 
maintain,  for  himfelf,  for  the  queen,  and  for  the 
prince  of  Wales  :  He  obierved,  that  queen  Eliza- 
beth, though  a  (ingle  woman,  had  received  very 
large  fuppiies  in  the  years  preceding  her  death,  which 
alone  were  expenfive  to  her :  And  he  remarked, 
that,  during  her  reign,  (lie  had  alienated  many  of 
the  crown  lands  ;  an  expedient  which,  though  it 
fupplied  her  prefent  neceflities,  without  laying  bur- 
dens on  her  people,  extremely  multiplied  the  necef- 
lities of  her  fuccejfor.  From  all  thefe  caufes  he  thought 
it  nowife  ftrange,  that  the  king's  income  mould  fall 

recommended  .by  Henry,  as  we  learn  from  Jeanin,  torn.  iii.  p.  416, 
417.  It  had  long  been  imagined  by  hiftorians  from  Jeanin's  autho- 
rity, that  James  had  declared  to  the  court  of  Spain,  that  he  would 
not  fupport  the  Dutch  in  their  pretenfions  to  liberty  and  indepen- 
dence. But  it  has  fince  been  difcovered  by  Winwood's  Memorials, 
vol.  ii.  p.  456.  466.  469.  475,  4;6.  that  that  report  was  founded  on 
a  lie  of  president  Richardot's. 

y  Winwood  and  Jeanin,  pajjlm.  *  Journ.  17  Feb.  1609. 

Kenntt,  p.  681. 

fton 
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{hort  fo  great  a  fum  as  eighty-one  thoufand  pounds  chap. 
of  his  ftated  and  regular  expence  ;   without  men-     XLVI. 
tioning  contingencies,  which   ought  always   to  be  **"^7^7"^ 
efteemed  a  fourth  of  the  yearly  charges.     And  as 
the  crown  was  now  neceifarily  burdened  with  a  great 
and  urgent  debt  of  300,000  pounds,  he  thence  in- 
ferred the  abfolute  neceflity  of  an  immediate  and 
large  fupply  from  the  people.     To  all  thefe  reafons, 
which  James  likewife  urged  in  a  fpeech  addreffed  to  March  ai. 
both  houfes,  the  commons   remained    inexorable. 
But,  not  to  (hock  the  king  with  an  abfolute  refufal, 
they  granted  him  one  fubfidy  and  one  fifteenth  ; 
which  would  fcarcely  amount  to  a  hundred  thoufand 
pounds.     And  James  received  the  mortification  of 
discovering,  in  vain,  all  his  wants,  and  of  begging 
aid  of  fubjects  who  had  no  reafonable  indulgence  or 
confideration  for  him. 

Among  the  many  caufes  of  difgufl  and  quarrel, 
which  now  daily  and  unavoidably  multiplied  between. 
prince  and  parliament,  this  article  of  money  is  to  be 
regarded  as  none  of  the  lead  confiderable.  After  the 
difcovery  and  conqueft  of  the  Weil-Indies,  gold  and 
filver  became  every  day  more  plentiful  in  England, 
as  well  as  in  the  reft  of  Europe  ;  and  the  price  of  all 
commodities  and  provisions  rofe  to  a  height  beyond 
what  had  been  known  fine 2  the  declenlion  of  the 
Roman  empire.  As  the  revenue  of  the  crown  rofe 
not  in  proportion  %  the  prince  was  infenfibly  re- 
duced to  poverty  amidft  the  general  riches  of  his 
fubjects,  and  required  additional  funds,  in  order  to 
fupport  the  lame  magnificence  and  force  which  had 
been  maintained  by  former  monarchs.  But,  while 
money  thus  flowed  into  England,  we  may  obferve, 
that,  at  the  fame  time,  and  probably  from  that  very 
caufe,  arts    and  induftry  of   all  kinds  received  a 

a  Befides  the  eroat  alienation  of  the  crevn  lands,  the  fee-farm 
rents  never  increafed,  and  the  other  lands  were  let  on  long  leafcSj 
and  at  a  great  undervalue,  little  or  nothing  abate  the  old  rent. 

22  mighty 
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CHAP,  mighty  increafe ;  and  elegance  in  every  enjoyment 
i^J1'. _>  °f  n^e  became  better  known,  and  more  cultivated 
1610.  among  all  ranks  of  people.  The  king's  fervants, 
both  civil  and  military,  his  courtiers,  his  minifters, 
demanded  more  ample  fupplies  from  the  impo- 
veriihed  prince,  and  were  not  contented  with  the 
fame  fimplicity  of  living,  wrhich  had  fatisfied  their 
anceftors.  The  prince  himfelf  began  to  regard  an 
increafe  of  pomp  and  fplendour  as  requifite  to  fup- 
port  the  dignity  of  his  character,  and  to  preferve 
the  fame  fuperiority  above  his  fubjects,  which  his 
predeceffors  had  enjoyed.  Some  equality  too,  and 
proportion  to  the  other  fovereigns  of  Europe,  it  was 
natural  for  him  to  defire  j  and  as  they  had  univer- 
fally  enlarged  their  revenue,  and  multiplied  their 
taxes,  the  king  of  England  deemed  it  reafonable, 
that  his  fubjects,  who  were  generally  as  rich  as 
theirs,  mould  bear  with  patience  fome  additional 
burdens  and  impofitions. 

Unhappily  for  the  king,  thofe  very  riches,  with 
the  increafing  knowledge  of  the  age,  bred  oppofite 
fentiments  in  his  fubjecls ;  and  begetting  a  fpirit  of 
freedom  and  independence,  difpofed  them  to  pay 
little  regard  either  to  the  entreaties  or  menaces  of 
their  fovereign.  While  the  barons  pofTeffed  their  for- 
mer immenfe  property  and  extenfive  jurifdidions, 
they  were  apt,  at  every  difguft,  to  endanger  the 
monarch,  and  throw  the  whole  government  into  con- 
fufion :  But  this  confufion  often,  in  its  turn,  proved 
favourable  to  the  monarch,  and  made  the  nation 
againfubmit  to  him,inorder  to  re-eftablifh  juftice  and 
tranquillity.  After  the  power  of  alienations,  as  well 
as  the  increafe  of  commerce,  had  thrown  the  ba- 
lance of  property  into  the  hands  of  the  commons, 
the  fituation  of  aifairs,  and  the  difpofitions  of  men, 
became  fufceptible  of  a  more  regular  plan  of  liberty; 
and  the  laws  were  not  fupported  fingly  by  the  au- 
thority of  the  fovereign.  And  though  in  that  in- 
1 7  terval, 
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terval,  after  the  decline  of  the  peers,  and  before  the  chap. 
people  had  yet  experienced  their  force,  the  princes  ^  __  '^ 
affumed  an  exorbitant  power,  and  had  alrrioft  anni-      1610. 
hilated  the  ccnftitution  under  the  weight  of  their 
prerogative  ;  as  foon   as  the  commons  recovered 
from  their  lethargy,  they  feem  to  have  been  afto- 
nifhed  at  the  danger,  and  were  refolved  to  fecure 
liberty  by  firmer  barriers  than  their  anceftors  had 
hitherto  provided  for  it. 

Had  James  pofTefled  a  very  rigid  frugality,  he 
might  have  warded  off  this  crifis  fomewhat  longer  ; 
and  waiting  patiently  for  a  favourable  opportunity 
to  increafe  and  fix  his  revenue,  might  have  fecured 
the  extenfive  authority  tranfmitted  to  hip.  On  the 
Other  hand,  had  the  commons  been  inclined  to  act 
with  more  generofity  and  kindnefs  towards  their 
prince,  they  might  probably  have  turned  his  ne- 
cefiities  to  good  account,  and  have  bribed  him  to  de- 
part peaceably  from  the  more  dangerous  articles  of  his 
prerogative.  But  he  was  a  foreigner,  and  ignorant 
of  the  arts  of  popularity ;  they  were  foured  by  re- 
ligious prejudices,  and  tenacious  of  their  money: 
And,  in  this  fituation,  it  is  no  wonder,  that,  during 
this  whole  reign,  we  fcarcely  find  an  interval  of 
mutual  confidence  and  friendfhip  between  prince 
and  parliament. 

The  king,  by  his  prerogative  alone,  had  fome 
years  before  altered  the  rates  of  the  cuftoms,  and 
had  eftablilhed  higher  impofitions  on  feveral  kinds 
of  merchandife.  This  exercife  of  power  will  na- 
turally, to  us,  appear  arbitrary  and  illegal ;  yet, 
according  to  the  principles  and  practices  of  that 
time,  it  might  admit  of  fome  apology.  The  du- 
ties of  tonnage  and  poundage  were  at  firft  granted  to 
the  crown,  by  a  vote  of  parliament,  and  for  a  li- 
mited time ;  and  as  the  grant  frequently  expired 
and  was  renewed,  there  could  not  then  arife  any 
doubt  concerning  the  origin  of  the  king's  right  to 
levy  thefe  duties  j  and  this  impofition,  like  all 
Vol.  VI.  E  others, 
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c  "  £  p-  others,  was  plainly  derived  from  the  voluntary  con* 
u  _  '_j  fent  of  the  people.  But  as  Henry  V.  and  all  the 
16 j  c.  fucceeding  fovereigns  had  the  revenue  conferred 
on  them  for  life,  the  prince,  fo  long  in  pofTeihori 
ofthefe  duties,  began  gradually  to  confider  them  as 
his  own  proper  right  and  inheritance,  and  regarded 
the  vote  of  parliament  as  a  mere  formality,  which 
rather  expreifed  the  acquiefcence  of  the  people  in 
his  prerogative,  than  bellowed  any  new  gift  or  re- 
venue upon  him. 

The  parliament,  when  it  firfl  granted  poundage 
to  the  crown,  had  fixed  no  particular  rates :  The 
impofition  was  given  as  a  milling  a  pound,  or 
live  per  cent,  0:1  all  commodities :  It  was  left  to  the 
king  himfelf,  and  the  privy  council,  aided  by  the 
advice  of  fuch  merchants  as  they  mould  think  pro- 
per to  confult,  to  fix  the  value  of  goods,  and  thereby 
the  rates  of  the  cuftoms ;  and  as  that  value  had 
been  fettled  before  the  difcovery  of  the  Weft-Indies, 
it  was  become  much  inferior  to  the  prices  which 
almoft  all  commodities  bore  in  every  market  in 
Europe  ;  and  confequently  the  cuftoms  on  many 
goods,  though  fuppofed  to  be  five  per  cent,  was  in 
reality  much  inferior.  The  king,  therefore,  was 
naturally  led  to'  think  that  rates  which  were  now 
plainly  falfe,  ought  to  be  corrected  ° ;  that  a  valua- 
tion of  commodities,  fixed  by  one  act  of  the  privy 
council,  might  be  amended  by  another  ;  that  if  his 
right  to  poundage  were  inherent  in  the  crown,  he 
mould  alfo  pofTefs,  of  himfelf,  the  right  of  correct- 
ing its  inequalities ;  if  this  duty  were  granted  by 
the  people,  he  mould  at  lead  fupport  the  fpirit  of 
the  law,  by  fixing  a  new  and  a  jufter  valuation  of 
all  commodities.  But  befides  this  reafoning,  which 
feems  plaufible,  if  not  folid,  the  king  was  fup- 
ported  in  that  act  of  power  by  direct  precedents, 
ibme  in  the  reign  of  Mary,  fome  in  the  beginning 

*  Winwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  4*8, 
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of  Elizabeth  c.  Both  thefe  princefies  had,  without  chap. 
confent  of  parliament,  altered  the  rates  of  commo-  XLVL 
dities  ;  and  as  their  impofitions  had,  all  along,  been  ^lo, 
fubmitted  to  without  a  murmur,  and  dill  continued 
to  be  levied,  the  king  had  no  reafon  to  apprehend 
that  a  farther  exertion  of  the  fame  authority  would 
give  any  occafion  of  complaint.  That  lefs  umbrage 
might  be  taken,  he  was  moderate  in  the  new  rates 
which  he  eflablifhed:  The  cuftoms,  during  his  whole 
reign,  rofe  only  from  127,000  pounds  a  year  to 
190,000  ;  though,  befides  the  increafe  of  the  rates, 
there  was  a  fenfible  increafe  of  commerce  and  in- 
duftry  during  that  period  :  Every  commodity,  be- 
fides, which  might  ferve  to  the  fubfiflence  of  the 
people,  or  might  be  confidered  as  a  material  of  ma- 
nufactures, was  exempted  from  the  new  impofitions 
of  James  d :  But  all  this  caution  could  not  prevent 
the  complaints  of  the  commons.  A  fpirit  of  liberty 
had  now  taken  poffemon  of  the  houfe  :  The  leading 
members,  men  of  an  independent  genius,  and  large 
views,  began  to  regulate  their  opinions,  more  by 
the  future  confequences  which  they  forefaw,  than. 
by  the  former  precedents  which  were  fet  before 
them ;  and  they  lefs  afpired  at  maintaining  the  an- 
cient conflitution,  than  at  eflablifhing  a  new  one,  and 
a  freer,  and  a  better.  In  their  remonfhrances  to  the 
king  on  this  occafion,  they  obferved  it  to  be  a  ge- 
neral opinion,  That  the  reafons  of  that  practice  might 
be  extended  much  farther,  ercen  to  the  utter  ruin  cf 
the  ancient  liberty  cf  the  kingdom,  and  the  fubjecls* 
right  of  property  in  their  lands  and  goods  e.  Though 
exprefsly  forbidden  by  the  king  to  touch  his  pre- 
rogative, they  pafled  a  bill  abolifhing  thefe  impofi- 
tions j  which  was  rejected  by  the  houfe  of  lords. 

c  Journ.  18th  April,  5th  and  10th  May  1614,  &c.  20th  February 
1625.  See  alfo  fir  John  Davis's  queftion  concerning  impofitions, 
p.  127,128.  ^ 

J  Sir  John  Davis's  queftion  concerning  impofitions. 

*  Journ.  25c!  May  1610. 
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chap.  In  another  addrefs  to  the  king,  they  objected  to 
V1,  the  practice  of  borrowing  upon  privy  feals,  and 
1610.  defired,  that  the  fubjeets  ihould  not  be  forced  to  lend 
money  to  his  majefty,  nor  give  a  reafon  "for  their 
refufal.  Some  murmurs  likewife  were  thrown  out 
in  the  houfe  againft  a  new  monopoly  of  the  licence  of 
wines  f.  It  muft  be  confeffed,  that  forced  loans  and 
monopolies  were  eftablifhed  on  many  and  ancient 
as  well  as  recent  precedents ;  though  diametrically 
oppofite  to  all  the  principles  of  a  free  govern- 
ment ?. 

The  houfe  likewife  difcovered  fome  difcontent 
againft  the  king's  proclamations.  James  told  them, 
'That  though  he  well  knew,  by  the  conjiitution  and 
policy  of  the  kingdom,  that  proclamations  were  not  of 
equal  force  with  laws  ;  yet  he  thought  it  a  duty  in- 
cumbent on  him,  and  a  power  infc par  ably  annexed  to 
the  crown,  to  rejlrain  and  prevent  fuch  mif chiefs  and 
inconveniencics  as  hefaw  growing  on  the  flate,  againft 
which  no  certain  law  was  extant,  and  which  might 
tend  to  the  great  detriment  of  the  fubjeel,  if  there 
.fhould  be  no  remedy  provided  till  the  meeting  of  a  par- 
liament. And  this  prerogative,  he  adds,  our  pro- 
genitors have,  in  all  times,  ufed  and  enjoyed  b.  The 
intervals  between  feilions,  we  may  obferve,  were 
frequently  fo  long,  as  to  render  it  neceffary  for  a 
prince  to  interpofe  by  his  prerogative.  The  le- 
gality of  this  exertion  was  eftablifhed  by  uniform 
and  undifputed  practice ;  and  was  even  acknow- 
ledged by  lawyers,  who  made,  however,  this  differ- 
ence between  laws  and  proclamations,  that  the 
authority  of  the  former  was  perpetual,  that  of  the 
latter  expired  with  the  fovereign  who  emitted 
them '.  But  what  the  authority  could  be,  which 
bound  the  fubjecT,  yet  was  different  from  the  au- 
thority of  laws,  and  inferior  to  it,  feems  inexplicable 

f  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.  v.  p.  241.  •  *  See  note  [F]  at  the 

end  of  the  volume.  h  Parliament,  llift.  vol.  v.  p.  250* 

*  Journ.  1 2th  May  1624. 
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by  any  maxims  of  reafon  or  politics :  And  in  this  C  H  a.  P- 
inftance,  as  in  many  others,  it  is  eafy  to  fee  how   ^^^j 
inaccurate  the  Englifh  conftitution  was,  before  the     1610. 
parliament  was  enabled,  by  continued  acquifitions 
or  incroachments,  to  eftablifli  it  on  fixed  principles 
of  liberty. 

Upon  the  fettlement  of  the  reformation,  that  ex- 
tenfive  branch  of  power,  which  regards  ecclefiaflical 
matters,  being  then  without  an  owner,  feemed  to 
belong  to  the  firft  occupant ;  and  Henry  VIII.  failed 
not  immediately  to  feize  it,  and  to  exert  it  even  to 
the  utmofl  degree  of  tyranny.  The  poifeflion  of  it 
was  continued  with  Edward  ;  and  recovered  by  Eli- 
zabeth ;  and  that  ambitious  princefs  was  fo  remark- 
ably jealous  of  this  flower  of  her  crown,  that  me 
feverely  reprimanded  the  parliament,  if  they  ever 
prefumed  to  intermeddle  in  thefe  matters  ;  and  they 
were  fo  overawed  by  her  authority,  as  to  fubmit, 
and  to  afk  pardon  on  thefe  occafions.  But  James's 
parliaments  were  much  lefs  obfequious.  They  ven- 
tured to  lift  up  their  eyes,  and  to  confider  this 
prerogative.  They  there  faw  a  large  province  of 
government,  poffeffed  by  the  king  alone,  and  fcarcely 
ever  communicated  with  the  parliament.  They  were 
fenfible  that  this  province  admitted  not  of  any  exact 
boundary  or  circumfcription.  They  had  felt  that 
the  Roman  pontiff,  in  former  ages,  under  pretence 
of  religion,  was  gradually  making  advances  to  ufurp 
the  whole  civil  power.  They  dreaded  flill  more 
dangerous  confequences  from  the  claims  of  their 
own  fovereign,  who  refided  among  them,  and  who, 
in  many  other  refpects,  poffeffed  fuch  unlimited 
authority.  They  therefore  deemed  it  abfolutely  ne- 
ceffary  to  circumfcribe  this  branch  of  prerogative  ; 
and  accordingly,  in  the  preceding  feflion,  they  palled 
a  bill  againft  the  eftablifhment  of  any  ecclefiaflical 
canons  without  confent  of  parliament k.     But  the 

k  Journ.  sd}  nth  December;  5th March;  J606.' 
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chap,  houfe  of  lords,  as  is  ufual,  defended  the  barriers  of 

iJ^\!_^j  the  throne,  and  rejected  the  bill. 

i6ic.  In  this  feffion,  the  commons,  after  pafling  anew 
the  fame  bill,  made  remonftrances  againft  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  high  comnujjion  court1.  It  required 
no  great  penetration  to  fee  the  extreme  danger  to 
liberty,  arifmg  in  a  regal  government,  from  fuch 
large  difcretionary  powers  as  were  exercifed  by  that 
court.  But  James  refufed  compliance  with  the  ap- 
plication of  the  commons.  He  was  probably  fenfible 
that,  befides  the  diminution  of  his  authority,  many 
inconveniencies  mufl  neceffarily  remit  from  the 
abolifliing  of  all  difcretionary  power  in  every  ma- 
gistrate ;  and  that  the  laws,  were  they  ever  fo  care- 
fully framed  and  digefted,  could  not  poffibly  provide 
againft  every  contingency ;  much  lefs,  where  they 
had  not,  as  yet,  attained  a  fufficient  degree  of  accu- 
racy and  refinement. 

But  the  bufinefs  which  chiefly  occupied  the 
commons  during  this  feflion,  was  the  abolition  of 
wardfhips  and  purveyance  ;  prerogatives  which  had 
been  more  or  lefs  touched  on,  every  feffion,  during 
the  whole  reign  of  James.  In  this  affair,  the  com- 
mons employed  the  proper  means,  which  might 
intitle  them  to  fuccefs :  They  offered  the  king  a 
fettled  revenue  as  an  equivalent  for  the  powers 
which  he  mould  part  with  ;  and  the  king  was  willing 
to  hearken  to  terms.  After  much  difpute,  he  agreed 
to  give  up  thefe  prerogatives  for  2co,coo  pounds 
a-vear,  which  they  agreed  to  confer  upon  himm. 

And 

I  Parliament.  Hift.  vol.  v.  p.  247.    Kennet,  p.  681. 

m  We  learp  from  Winwood's  Memorials,  vol.  ii.  p.  193.  the  reafon 
afiigned  for  this  particular  fum.  "  From  thence  my  lord  treafurer 
"  came  to  the  price  ;  and  here  he  laid,  that  the  king  would  no  more 
"  rife  and  fail  like  a  merchant.  That  he  would  not  have  a  flower  of 
"  his  crown  (meaning  the  court  of  wards)  fo  much  toiled ;  that  it  was 
■  {'  too  dainty  to  be  fo  handled  :  And  the;:  lie  file",  that  he  rpu'ft  deliver 
"  the  very  countenance  and  character  of  the  king's  u.ind  out  of  his 
*'  own  hand-writing  :  Which,  before  he  read,  he  faid  he  would  ac= 
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And  nothing  remained,  towards  clofmg  the  bargain,  c  H  A  p. 
but  that  the  commons  mould  determine  the  funds 
by  which  this  fum  mould  be  levied.  This  feflion  16:;. 
was  too  far  advanced  to  bring  fo  difficult  a  matter 
to  a  full  conclufion ;  and  though  the  parliament  met 
again,  towards  the  end  of  the  year,  and  refumed  the 
queflion,  they  were  never  able  to  terminate  an  affair, 
upon  which  they  feemed  fo  intent.  The  journals  of 
that  feflion  are  loft ;  and,  as  the  hiflorians  of  this 
reign  are  very  negligent  in  relating  parliamentary 
affairs,  of  whofe  importance  they  were  not  fuffi- 
ciently  apprifed,  we  know  not  exactly  the  reafon  of 
this  failure.  It  only  appears,  that  the  king  was 
extremely  diffatisfied  with  the  conduct  of  the  par- 
liament, and  foon  after  diffolved  it.  This  was  his 
firfl  parliament,  and  it  fat  near  feven  years. 

Amidst  all  thefe  attacks,  fome  more,  fome  lefs 
violent,  on  royal  prerogative,  the  king  difplayed,  as 
openly  as  ever,  all  his  exalted  notions  of  monarchy 
and  the  authority  of  princes.  Even  in  a  fpeech  to 
the  parliament,  where  he  begged  for  fupply,  and 
where  he  mould  naturally  have  ufed  every  art  to 
ingratiate  himfelf  with  that  affembly,  he  expreffed 
himfelf  in  thefe  terms  :  "  I  conclude,  then,  the 
"  point  touching  the  power  of  kings,  with  this 
<{  axiom  of  divinity,  that,  as  to  difpute  nvhat  God 
<c  may  do,  is  blafphemy,  but  what  God  wilts,  that 

*'  quaint  us  with  a  pleafant  conceit  of  his  majefty.  As  concerning  the 
u  number  of  ninefcore  thoufand  pounds,  which  was  our  number,  he 
"  could  not  affect,  becaufe  nine  was  the  number  of  the  poets,  who 
*'  were  always  beggars,  though  they  ferved  fomanymufes;  and  eleven 
"  was  the  number  of  the  apoftles,  when  the  traitor,  Judas,  was  away  j 
«'  and  therefore  might  beft  be  affected  by  his  majefty  :  But  there 
"  was  a  mean  number,  which  might  accord  us  both  ;  and  that  was 
*'  ten:  Which,  fays  my  lord  treafurer,  is  a  facred  number  j  for  fo 
"  many  were  God's  commandments,  which  tend  to  virtue  and  edi- 
*'  fication."  If  the  commons  really  voted  twenty  thoufand  pounds 
a-year  more,  on  account  of  this  plea/ant  conceit  of  the  king  and  the 
treafurer,  it  was  certainly  the  beft  paid  wit,  for  its  goodnefs,  that 
ever  was  ia  the  world. 

E  4  "  divines 
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CHAP."  divines  may  lawfully  and  do  ordinarily  difpute 
•u  LVI '_'  "  anc^  ^ifcufs  >  ^°  it  *s  Sedition  in  fubjects  to  dif- 
1610.      "  pute  what  a  king  may  do  in  the  height  of  his 
"  power.     But  juft  kings  will  ever  be  willing  to 
"  declare  what  they  will  do,  if  they  will  not  incur 
"  the  curfe  of  God.     I  will  not  be  content,  that 
"  my  power  be  difputed  upon ;    but  I  fhall  ever 
"  be  willing   to    make   the  reafdn  appear  of   my 
"  doings,    and   rule    my  actions    according  to  my 
"  laws D."     Notwithstanding  the   great   extent  of 
prerogative   in   that  age,  thefe  expreffions   would 
probably  give  fome  offence.     But  we  may  obferve, 
that,  as  the  king's  defpotifm  was  more  fpeculative 
than  practical,  fo  the   independency  of   the    com- 
mons was,  at  this  time,  the  reverfe  j  and   though 
ftrongly  fupported  by  their   prefent   fituation,   as 
well    as    difpofition,    was    too    new  and  recent  to 
be  as  yet   founded  on  fyflematical   principles  and 
opinions  °. 
?d  May.         This  year   was    diilinguifhed   by  a    memorable 
Death  of    event,    which    gave  great   alarm    and   concern   in 
Jdne.ie       England  ;  the  murder  of  the  French  monarch  by 
the  poinard  of  the  fanatical  Ravaillac.     With  his 
death,  the  glory  of  the  French  monarchy  fuffered 
an  eciipfe  for  fome  years ;  and  as  that  kingdom  fell 
under  an  adminiftration  weak  and  bigoted,  factious 
and  diforderly,  the  Auflrian  greatnefs  began  anew 
to  appear  formidable  to  Europe.     In  England,  the 
antipathy  to  the   catholics  revived  a  little  upon  this 
tragical  event ;  and  fome  of  the  laws,  which  had 
formerly  been  enacted,  in  order  to  keep  thefe  re- 
ligionifts  in  awe,  began  now  to  be  executed  with 
greater  rigour  and  feverity  p. 
sgir<         Though  James's  timidity  and  indolence  fixed  him, 
during  mod  of  his  reign,  in  a  very  prudent  inatten- 

»'  K.  James's  Works,  p.  531.  °  See  note  £G]  at  the  end 

cf  the  volume.  P  Kennct,  p.  684. 
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fcion  to  foreign  affairs,  there  happened,  this  year,  an  chap. 
event  in  Europe  of  fuch  mighty  confequence  as  to  xlvi. 
roufe  him  from  his  lethargy,  and  fummon  up  all  his  ^*  ~* 
zeal  and  enterprife.  A  profeffor  of  divinity,  named 
Vorftius,  the  difciple  of  Arminius,  was  called  from  Arminian- 
a  German  to  a  Dutch  univerfity ;  and  as  he  differed  llm* 
from  his  Britannic  majefty  in  fome  nice  queftions 
concerning  the  intimate  effence  and  fecret  decrees  of 
God,  he  was  confidered  as  a  dangerous  rival  in 
fcholaftic  fame,  and  was,  at  laft,  obliged  to  yield  to 
the  legions  of  that  royal  doctor,  whofe  fyllogifms  he 
might  have  refuted  or  eluded.  If  vigour  was  want- 
ing in  other  incidents  of  James's  reign,  here  he  be- 
haved even  with  haughtinefs  and  infolence  ;  and  the 
States  were  obliged,  after  feveral  remonftrances,  to 
deprive  Vorftius  of  his  chair,  and  to  banifh  him 
their  dominions  '.  The  king  carried  no  farther  his 
animofity  againft  that  profeffor;  though  he  had  very 
charitably  hinted  to  the  States,  That,  as  to  the  burning 
of  Vorftius  for  his  blafphemies  and  atheifm,  he  left 
them  to  their  own  Chriflian  wifdom  ;  but  furely  never 
heretic  better  deferved  the  flames  m.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that,  at  this  period,  all  over  Europe,  except 
in  Holland  alone,  the  practice  of  burning  heretics 
ftill  prevailed,  even  in  proteftant  countries ;  and  in- 
stances were  not  wanting  in  England  during  the 
reign  of  James. 

To  confider  James  in  a  more  advantageous  light, 
we  muft  take  a  view  of  him  as  the  legiflator  of  Ire- 
land ;  and  mod  of  the  inftitutions,  which  he  had 
framed  for  civilizing  that  kingdom,  being  finilhed 
about  this  period,  it  may  not  here  be  improper  to 
give  fome  account  of  them.  He  frequently  boafts. 
of  the  management  of  Ireland  as  his  mafter-piece ; 
and  it  will  appear,  upon  inquiry,  that  his  vanity, 
in  this  particular,  was  not  altogether  without  found- 
ation. 

I  Kennet,  p.  715,  «>  K.  James's  Works,  p<  3ss> 
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chap.      After  the  fubjection  of  Ireland  by  Elizabeth, 
Xkv1*     the  more  difficult  talk  flill  remained  ;  to  civilize  the 
^-^T""^  inhabitants,  to  reconcile  them  to  laws  and  induftry, 
State  of     and  to  render  their  fubje&ion  durable  and  ufeful  to 
Ireland,      ^q  crown  of  England.  James  proceeded  in  this  work 
by  a  Heady,  regular,  and  well-concerted  plan ;  and 
in  the  fpace  of  nine  years,  according  to  fir  John 
Davis,  he  made  greater  advances  towards  the  reform- 
ation of  that  kingdom,  than  had  been  made  in  the 
four  hundred  and  forty  years  which  had  elapfed 
iince  the  conqueft  was  firft  attempted n. 

It  was  previoufly  neceffary  to  abolifh  the  Irifh 
cuftoms,  which  fupplied  the  place  of  laws,  and  which 
were  calculated  to  keep  that  people  for  ever  in  a 
ftate  of  barbarifm  and  diforder. 

By  the  Brehon  law  or  cuftom,  every  crime,  how- 
ever enormous,  was  punifhed,  not  with  death,  but 
by  a  fine  or  pecuniary  mulct,  which  was  levied  upon 
the  criminal.  Murder  itfelf,  as  among  all  the  an- 
cient barbarous  nations,  was  atoned  for  in  this 
manner ;  and  each  man,  according  to  his  rank,  had 
a  different  rate  or  value  affixed  to  him,  which  if  any 
one  were  willing  to  pay,  he  needed  not  fear  aflafli- 
nating  his  enemy.  This  rate  was  called  his  eric. 
When  fir  William  Fitzwilliams,  being  lord  deputy, 
told  Maguire,  that  he  was  to  fend  a  fheriff  into 
Fermannah,  which,  a  little  before,  had  been  made 
a  county,  and  fubjected  to  the  Englifh  law  j  Tour 
fheriff,  laid  Maguire,  jhall  be  welcome  to  me :  But 
let  me  know,  beforehand^  his  eric,  or  the  price  of  his 
head,  that,  if  my  people  cut  it  off,  I  may  levy  the  money 
upon  the  county  ?.  As  for  oppreffion,  extortion,  and 
other  trefpaffes,  fo  little  were  they  regarded,  that  no 
penalty  was  affixed  to  them,  and  no  redrefs  for  fuch 
offences  could  ever  be  obtained. 

The  cuftoms  of  Gavelkinde  and  Tan iflry  were  at- 
tended with  the  fame  abfurdity  in  the  diflribution  of 

n  King  James's  Works,  p.  259.  edit.  1613. 
•  Sir  John  Davis,  p.  1C6. 
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property.   The  land,  by  the  cuftom  of  Gavelkinde,  chap. 
was  divided  among  all  the  males  of  the  fept  or  fa-  .  ^Y1'^ 
mily,  both  baftard  and  legitimate  :   And,  after  par-     i6I2. 
tition  made,  if  any  of  the  fept  died,  his  portion  was 
not  fhared  out  among  his  fons ;  but  the  chieftain,  at 
his  difcretion,  made  a  new  partition  of  all  the  lands 
belonging  to  that  fept,  and  gave  every  one  his  fhare  p. 
As  no  man,  by  reafon  of  this  cuftom,  enjoyed  the 
fixed  property  of  any  land ;  to  build,  to  plant,  to 
enclofe,  to  cultivate,  to  improve,  would  have  been 
fo  much  loft  labour. 

The  chieftains  and  the  tanifts,  though  drawn 
from  the  principal  families,  were  not  hereditary,  but 
were  eftablifhed  by  election,  or,  more  properly 
fpeaking,  by  force  and  violence.  Their  authority 
was  almoft  abfolute ;  and,  notwithstanding  that  cer- 
tain lands  were  afTigned  to  the  office,  its  chief  profit 
refulted  from  exactions,  dues,  aifeffments,  for  which  * 
there  was  no  fixed  law,  and  which  were  levied  at 
pleafure'U  Hence  arofe  that  common  bye- word 
among  the  Irifh,  That  they  dwelt  wejlward  of  the 
lawt  which  dwelt  beyond  the  river  of  the  Barrow  : 
Meaning  the  country  where  the  Englifh  inhabit- 
ed, and  which  extended  not  beyond  the  compafs 
of  twenty  miles,  lying  in  the  neighbourhood  of 
Dublin r. 

After  abolifhing  thefe  Irifh  cuftoms,  and  fub- 
ftituting  Englifh  law  in  their  place  ;  James  having 
taken  all  the  natives  under  his  protection,  and 
declared  them  free  citizens,  proceeded  to  govern 
them  by  a  regular  adminiftration,  military  as  well 
as  civil. 

A  small  army  was  maintained,  its  difcipline  in- 
fpected,  and  its  pay  tranfmitted  from  England,  in 
order  to  keep  the  foldiers  from  preying  upon  the 
country,  as  had  been  ufual  in  former  reigns.  When 
Odoghartie  raifed  an  infurrection,  a  reinforcement 

P  Sir  John  Davis,  p,  167.       s  Id.  p.  173.       *  Id.  p.  337. 
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chap,  was  fent  over,  and  the  flames  of  that  rebellion  were 

"V*t  V'T  *  • 

t  •     immediately  extinguished. 

j6i».  All  minds  being  nrft  quieted  by  a  general  in- 

demnity s ;  circuits  were  eftablifhed,  juftice  admini- 
ftered,  oppreffion  banifhed,  and  crimes  and  diforders 
of  every  kind  feverely  punifhed  f.  As  the  Irifh  had 
been  univerfally  engaged  in  the  rebellion  againft 
Elizabeth,  a  resignation  of  all  the  rights,  which  had 
been  formerly  granted  them  to  feparate  jurifdictions, 
was  rigoroufly  exacted  ;  and  no  authority,  but  that 
of  the  king  and  the  law,  was  permitted  throughout 
the  kingdom ". 

A  resignation  of  all  private  eftates  was  even 
required  ;  and  when  they  were  reftored,  the  pro- 
prietors received  them  under  fuch  conditions  as 
might  prevent,  for  the  future,  all  tyranny  and  op- 
preffion over  the  common  people.  The  value  of 
the  dues,  which  the  nobles  ufually  claimed  from  their 
vaffals,  was  eftimated  at  a  fixed  fum,  and  all  far- 
ther arbitrary  exactions  prohibited  under  fevere  pe- 
nalties x. 

The  whole  province  of  Ulfter  having  fallen  to 
the  crown  by  the  attainder  of  rebels,  a  company  was 
eftablifhed  in  London,  for  planting  new  colonies  in 
that  fertile  country  :  The  property  was  divided  in- 
to moderate  fliares,  the  largefl  not  exceeding  two 
thoufand  acres :  Tenants  were  brought  over  from 
England  and  Scotland  :  The  Irifh  were  removed 
from  the  hills  and  faftneffes,  and  fettled  in  the  open 
country  :  Hufbandry  and  the  arts  were  taught  them: 
A  fixed  habitation  fecured  :  Plunder  and  robbery 
punifhed :  And,  by  thefc  means,  Ulfter,  from  be- 
ing the  mofl  wild  and  diforderly  province  of  all 
Ireland,  foon  became  the  befl  cultivated  and  moft 
civilized  y. 

Such  were  the  arts,  by  which  James  introduced 
humanity  and  juftice  among  a  people,  who  had  ever 

s  Sir  John  Davis,  p.  265.  c  Id.  p.  264,  %(>$,  Sec. 

$  Id,  p,  376,  *  Id.  p.  a78.  y  Id.  p.  280. 

7  becj| 


JAMES        I.  61 

been  buried  in  the  mod  profound  barbarifm.     No-  c  H  A  P. 

ble  cares  !  much  fuperior  to  the  vain  and  criminal  ^ ' 

glory  of  conquefts  ;  but  requiring  ages  of  perfeve-      161; 
ranee  and  attention  to  perfect  what  had  been  fo  hap- 
pily begun. 

A  laudable  act  of  juftice  was,  about  this  time, 
executed  in  England  upon  lord  Sanquhir,  a  Scottifh 
nobleman,  who  had  been  guilty  of  the  bafe  alfaf- 
fination  of  Turner,  a  fencing-mailer.  The  Englifh 
nation,  who  were  generally  diflatisfied  with  theScots, 
were  enraged  at  this  crime,  equally  mean  and  atro- 
cious ;  but  James  appeafed  them,  by  preferring  the 
feverity  of  law  to  the  interceffion  of  the  friends  and 
family  of  the  criminal z. 

»  Kennet,  p«  68?, 
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CHAP.      XLVIL 

Death  of  prince  Henry Marriage  of  the  prlncefs 

Elizabeth  with  the  Palatine     >>  Rife  of  Somerfet 

His  marriage Overbury  poifoned Fall 

of  Somerfet Rife  of  Buckingham Cautionary 

towns  delivered Affairs  of  Scotland, 

THIS  year  the  fudden  death  of  Henry,  prince 
of  Wales,  diffufed  an  univerfal  grief  through- 
out the  nation.  Though  youth  and  royal  birth,  both 
of  them  flrong  allurements,  prepoifefs  men  mightily 
in  favour  of  the  early  age  of  princes ;  it  is  with  pe- 
culiar fondnefs  that  hiftorians  mention  Henry:  And, 
in  every  refpecl:,  his  merit  feems  to  have  been  ex- 
traordinary. He  had  not  reached  his  eighteenth 
year,  and  he  already  polfefled  more  dignity  in  his 
behaviour,  and  commanded  more  refpecl,  than  his 
father,  with  all  his  age,  learning,  and  experience* 
Neither  his  high  fortune,  nor  his  youth,  had  feduced 
him  into  any  irregular  pleafures :  Bufmefs  and  am- 
bition feem  to  have  been  his  fole  paffion.  His  in- 
clinations, as  well  as  exercifes,  were  martial.  The 
French  ambaiTador  taking  leave  of  him,  and  afking 
his  commands  for  France,  found  him  employed  in 
the  exercife  of  the  pike  ;  Tell  your  ki?ig,  faid  he,  in 
what  occupation  you  left  me  engaged a.  He  had  con- 
ceived great  affection  and  efteem  for  the  brave  fir 
Walter  Raleigh.  It  was  his  faying,  Sure  no  king  but 
my  father  would  keep  fuch  a  bird  in  a  cage b.      He 

a  The  French  monarch  had  given  particular  orders  to  his  minifters 
to  cultivate  the  prince's  friendship ;  who  muft  foon,  faid  he,  have 
chief  authority  in  England,  where  the  king  and  queen  are  held  in  fo 
little  eftimation.  See  Dep.  de  la  Boderie,  vol.  i.  p.  40a.  415.  vol.  ii« 
p.  16.  349- 

b  Coke's  Detection,  p.  2 7. 
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feems   indeed  to  have  nourifhed  too  violent  a  con-  chap, 
tempt  for  the  king  on  account  of  his  pedantry  and   J^y IL 
pufillanimity  ;  and  by  that  means  (truck  in  with  the     ^n, 
reftlefs  and  martial  fpirit  of  the  Englifh  nation.    Had 
he  lived,  he  had  probably  promoted  the  glory,  per- 
haps not  the  felicity,  of  his  people.     The  unhappy 
prepoffeffion,  which  men  commonly  entertain   in, 
favour  of  ambition,  courage,  enterprife,  and  other 
warlike  virtues,  engages  generous  natures,  who  al- 
ways love  fame,  into  fuch  purfuits  as  deftroy  their 
own  peace,  and  that  of  the  reft  of  mankind. 

Violent  reports  were  propagated,  as  if  Henry 
had  been  carried  off  by  poifon ;  but  the  phyficians, 
on  opening  his  body,  found  no  fymptoms  to  con- 
firm fuch  an  opinion c.  The  bold  and  criminal 
malignity  of  men's  tongues  and  pens  fpared  not 
even  the  king  on  the  occafion.  But  that  prince's 
character  feems  rather  to  have  failed  in  the  extreme 
of  facility  and  humanity,  than  in  that  of  cruelty  and 
violence.  His  indulgence  to  Henry  was  great,  and 
perhaps  imprudent,  by  giving  him  a  large  "and  in- 
dependent fettlement,  even  in  fo  early  youth. 

The   marriage   of  the  princefs  Elizabeth,  with      t^x,; 
Frederic,  elector  palatine,  was  finifhed  fome  time 
after  the  death  of  the  prince,  and  ferved  to  difUpate 
the  grief  which  arofe  on  that  melancholy   event. 
But  this  marriage,  though  celebrated  with  great  joy  Feb.  14. 
and  feftivity,  proved,  itielf,  an  unhappy  event  to  the  Marriage 
king,  as  well  as  to  his  fon-in-law,  and  had  ill  con-  of.the 
fequences  on  the  reputation  and  fortunes  of  both.  Elizabeth 
The  elector,  fruiting  to  fo  great  an  alliance,  engaged  with  the 
in  enterprifes  beyond  his  itrength :    And  the  king, 
not  being  able  to  fupport  him  in  his  diftrefs,  loit 
entirely,  in  the  end  of  his  life,  what  remained  of  the 
affections  and  efteem  of  his  own  fubjects. 

Except  during  femons  of  parliament,  the  hiftory 
of  this  reign  may  more  properly  be  called  the  hiftory 

'  Kennet,  p.  690.     Coke,  p.  37,    Welwood,  p.  273. 
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CHAP,  of  the  court  than  that  of  the  nation.    An  interesting 
^xlvii^  0Dject  fo^  for  fome  years,  engaged  the  attention 
i6i>     of  the  court :  It  was  a  favourite,  and  one  beloved 
Somerset,   ky  James  with  fo  profufe  and  unlimited  an  affection, 
as  left  no  room  for  any  rival  or  competitor.     About 
the  end  of  the  year  1609,  Robert  Carre,  a  youth  of 
twenty  years  of  age,  and  of  a  good  family  in  Scotland, 
arrived'  in  London,  after  having  palfed  fome  time  in 
his  travels.     All  his  natural  accomplishments  con- 
fided in  good  looks  :   All  his  acquired  abilities,  in 
an  eafy  air  and  graceful  demeanour.     He  had  letters 
of  recommendation  to  his  countryman  lord  Hay  ; 
and  that  nobleman  no  fooner  caft  his  eye  upon  him, 
than  he  difcovered  talents  fufficient  to  entitle  him 
immediately  to  make  a  great  figure  in  the  govern- 
ment.    Apprized  of  the  king's  paflion  for  youth  and 
beauty,    and  exterior  appearance,  he  Studied  how 
matters  might  be  fo  managed  that  this  new  object 
mould  make  the  ftrongeft    impreffion   upon  him* 
Without  mentioning  him  at  court,  he  affigned  him 
the  office,  at  a  match  at  tilting,  of  prefenting  to  the 
king  his  buckler  and  device;    and  hoped  that  he 
would  attract  the  attention  of  the  monarch.  Fortune 
proved  favourable  to    his    defign,  by,  an  incident 
which  bore  at  firft  a  contrary  afpect.     When  Carre 
was  advancing  to  execute  his  office,  his  unruly  horfe 
flung  him,  and  broke  his  leg  in  the  king's  prefence. 
James  approached  him  with  pity  and  concern  :  Love 
and  affection  arofe  on  the  fight  of  his  beauty  and 
tender  years  ;    and  the  prince  ordered  him  imme- 
diately to  be  lodged  in  the  palace,  and  to  be  care- 
fully attended.     He  himfelf,  after  the  tilting,  paid 
him  a  vilit  in  his  chamber,  and  frequently  returned 
during  his  confinement.     The  ignorance  and  fim- 
plicity  of  the  boy  finimed  the  conqueft,  begun  by  his 
exterior  graces  and  accomplimments.   Other  princes 
have  been  fond   of  chufing  their  favourites  from 
among  the  lower  ranks  of  their  fubje&s,  and  have 
repofed  themfelves  on  them  with  the  more  unre- 

ferved 
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ffrved  confidence  and  affection,  becaufe  the  object  c  jj  A  P, 
has  been  beholden  to  their  bounty  for  every  honour  ,__  l'_  ^ 
and  acquifition :  James  was  defirous  that  his  favourite  161 2« 
mould  alfo  derive  from  him  all  his  fenfe,  experience, 
and  knowledge.  Highly  conceited  of  his  own  wii- 
dom,  he  pleafed  himfelf  with  the  fancy,  that  this  raw 
youth,  by  his  leffons  and  inftructions,  would,  in  a 
little  time,  be  equal  to  his  fageft  miniftersj  and  be 
initiated  into  all  the  profound  myfteries  of  govern- 
ment, on  which  he  fet  fo  high  a  value.  And  as  this 
kind  of  creation  was  more  perfectly  his  own  work 
than  any  other,  he  feems  to  have  indulged  an  urn* 
limited  fondnefs  for  his  minion,  beyond  even  that 
which  he  bore  to  his  own  children.  He  foon 
knighted  him,  created  him  vifcount  Rochefter,  gave 
him  the  garter,  brought  him  into  the  privy  council, 
and  though,  at  firil,  without  aligning  him  any  par- 
ticular office,  bellowed  on  him  the  iupreme  direc- 
tion of  all  his  bufinefs  and  political  concerns. 
Agreeable  to  this  rapid  advancement  in  confidence 
and  honour,  were  the  riches  heaped  upon  the  needy 
favourite ;  and  while  Salifbury  and  all  the  wifeit 
minillers  could  fcarcely  find  expedients  fufficient  to 
keep  in  motion  the  overburthened  machine  of  go- 
vernment, James,  with  unfparing  hand,  loaded  with 
treafures  this  infigniricant  and  ufelefs  pageant d. 

It  is  faid,  that  the  king  found  his  pupil  fo  ill 
educated,  as  to  be  ignorant  even  of  the  lowefl  rudi- 
ments of  the  Latin  tongue;  and  that  the  monarchy 
laying  afide  the  fceptre,  took  the  birch  into  his  roval 
hand,  and  instructed  him  in  the  principles  of  gram- 
mar. During  the  intervals  of  this  noble  occupations 
affairs  of  ftate  would  be  introduced  ;  and  the  'trip- 
ling, by  the  afcendant  which  he  had  acquired,  was 
now  enabled  to  repay  in  political,  what  he  had  re- 
ceived in  grammatical,  instruction.  Such  fcenes  and 
fuch  incidents  are  the  more  ridiculous,  though  ths 

•  Kenijet,  p.  685,  686,  &c. 
Vol.  VI.  F  l«fs 
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CHAP,  lefs  odious,  as  the  paffion  of  Tames  feems  not  to 
_  '  have  contained  m  it  any  thing  criminal  or  flagitious. 
j6i3.  Hiftory  charges  herfeli  willingly  with  a  relation  of 
the  great  crimes,  and  ftill  more  with  that  of  the- 
great  virtues  of  mankind ;  but  (lie.  appears  to  fall 
from  her  dignity,  when  neceflitated  to  dwell  on  fuch: 
frivolous  events  and  ignoble  perfonages. 

The  favourite  was  not,  at  firft,  fo  intoxicated 
with  advancement,  as  not  to  be  fenfible  of  his  own 
ignorance  and  inexperience.  He  had  recourfe  to 
the  aiiiitance  and  advice  of  a  friend  ;  and  he  was 
more  fortunate  in  his  choice,  than  is  ufual  with  fuch 
pampered  minions.  In  fir  Thomas  Overbury  he 
met  with  a  judicious  and  fincere  counfellor,  who, 
building  all  hopes  of  his  own  preferment  on  that  of 
the  young  favourite,  endeavoured  to  inflil  into  him 
the  principles  of  prudence  and  difcretion.  By  zeal- 
oufly  ferving  every  body,  Carre  was  taught  to  abate 
the  envy  which  might  attend  his  hidden  elevation : 
By  fhewing  a  preference  for  the  Englifh,  he  learned 
to  efcape  the  prejudices  which  prevailed  againit  his 
country.  And  fo  long  as  he  was  content  to  be  ruled 
by  Overbury 's  friendly  counfels,  he  enjoyed,  what 
is  rare,  the  higheft  favour  of  the  prince,  without 
being  hated  by  the  people. 

To  complete  the  meafure  of  courtly  happinefs, 
nought  was  wanting  but  a  kind  miftrefs ;  and,  where 
high  fortune  concurred  with  all  the  graces  of  youth 
and  beauty,  this  circumftance  could  not  be  difficult 
to  attain.  But  it  was  here  that  the  favourite  met 
with  that  roek  on  which  all  his  fortunes  were  wreck- 
ed, and  which  plunged  him  for  ever  into  an  abyfs  of 
infamy,  guilt,  and  mifery. 

No  fooner  had  James  mounted  the  throne  of 
England,  than  he  remembered  his*  friendmip  for  the 
unfortunate  families  of  Howard  and  Devereux,  who 
had  fullered  for  their  attachment  to  the  caufe  of 
Mary  and  to  his  own.  Having  reflored  young  Effex 
to  his  blood  and  dignity,  and  conferred  the  title's  of 

Suffolk 
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Suffolk  and  Northampton  on  two  brothers  of  the  C  H  A  P. 
houfe  of  Norfolk,  he  fought  the  farther  pleafure  of    XLVIL 
uniting  thefe  families  by  the  marriage  of  the  earl  of  *~~u>7^7> 
Effex  with  lady  Frances  Howard,  daughter  of  the 
earl  of  Suffolk.    She  was  only  thirteen,  he  fourteen 
years  of  age ;  and  it  was  thought  proper,  till  both 
mould  attain  the  age  of  puberty,  that  he  mould  go 
abroad   and  pafs  fome  time  in 'his  travels".  Here- 
turned  into  England  after  four  years  abfence,  and 
•was  pleafed  to  find  his  countels  in  the  full  luftre  of 
beauty,  and  polTelTed  of  the  love  and  admiration  of 
the  whole  Court.     But,  when  the  earl  approached, 
and  claimed  the  privileges  of  a  hufband,  he  met 
with  nothing  but  fymptoms  of  averfion  and  difguft, 
and  a  flat  refufal  of  any  farther  familiarities.     He 
applied  to  her  parents,  who  conft rained  her  to  attend 
him  into  the  country,  and  to  partake  of  his  bed : 
But  nothing  could  overcome  her  rigid  fullennefs  and 
obftinacy ;  and  (he  hull  rofe  from  his  fide,  without 
having  fhared  the  nuptial  pleafures.    Difgufted  with 
reiterated  denials,  he  at  laft  gave  over  the  purfuir, 
and  feparating  himfelf  from  her,  thenceforth  aban' 
doned  her  conduct  to  her  own  will  and  difcretion. 

Such  coldnefs  and  averfion  in  lady  Effex,  arofe 
not  without  an  attachment  to  another  objecl.    The 
favourite  had  opened  his  addreffes,  and  had  been  too 
fuccefsful  in  making  impreffion  on  the  tender  heart 
of  the  young  countefs f.    She  imagined  that,  fo  lone- 
as  (he  refufed  the  embraces  of  Effex,  me  never  could 
be  deemed  his  wife,  and  that  a  feparation  and  di- 
vorce might  (fill  open  the  way  for  a  new  marriage 
with  her  beloved  Rochefter*.  'Though  their  paffion 
was  fo  violent,  and  their  opportunities  of  intercourfe 
fo  frequent,  that  they  had  already  indulged  them- 
feives  in  all  the  gratifications  of  love,  they  ftill  la- 
mented their  unhappy  fate,  while  the  union  between 

e  Kennet,  p.  686.  f  ifcm>  p>  6Bj. 

6  State  Trials,  toL  i.  p.  aiS. 

F  a  then* 


68  HISTORY   OF   GREAT   BltlTAlti. 

G  H  A  P.  them  was  not  entire  and  indiffoluble.  And  the  lover, 
«    ^     '  .  as  well  as  his  miftrefs,  was  impatient,  till  their  mu- 
■i0il.      tual  ardour  mould  be  crowned  by  marriage. 

So  momentous  an  affair  could  not  be  concluded 
without  confulting  Overbury,  with  whom  Rochefter 
was  accu  tomed  to  fhare  all  his  fecrets.-    While  that 
faithful  friend  had  conndered  his  patron's   attach- 
ment to  the  countefs  of  Effex  merely  as  an  affair  of 
gallantry,  he  had  favoured  its  progrefs ;  and  it  was 
partly  owing  to  the  ingenious  and  paflionate  letters 
which  he   dictated,   that   Rochefter  had   met  with 
fuch  fuccefs  in  his  addreffes.     Like  an  experienced 
courtier,  he  thought  that  a  conqueft  of  this  nature 
would  throw  a  luftre  on   the  young  favourite,  and 
Would  tend  dill  farther  to  endear  him  to  James,  who 
was  charmed  to  hear  of  the  amours  of  his  court,  and 
liftened  with  attention   to  every  tale  of  gallantry. 
But  great  was  Overbury's  alarm,  when   Rochefter 
mentioned  his  defigii  of   marrying  the  countefs  ; 
and  he   ufed  every  method  to   diffuade  his  friend 
from  fo  foolifh  an  attempt.     He  reprefented  how 
invidious,  how  difficult  an  enterprife  to  procure  her 
a  divorce  from  her  hufband  :  How  dangerous,  how 
ihameful,    to  take  into   his    own   bed  a    profligate 
woman,  who,  being  married  to  a  young  nobleman 
of  the  firft  rank,    had  not  fcrupled  to  proftitute 
her  character,  and  to  beftow  favours  on  the  objecT: 
of  a  capricious  and  momentary  paffion.  And,  in  the 
zeal  of  friendihip,  he  went  fo  far  as  to  threaten  Ro- 
chefter, that  he  would  feparate  himfelf  for  ever  from 
him,  if  he  could  fo  far  forget  his  honour  and  his 
intereft  as  to  profecute  the  intended  marriage  h. 

Rochester  had  the  weaknefs  to  reveal  this  con- 
versation to  the  countefs  of  Effex  ;  and  when  her 
rage  and  fury  broke  out  againft  Overbury,  he  had 
alio  the  weaknefs  to  enter  into  her  vindictive  pro- 

*  State Tn*^ j  'ol.  i.  P.-135,  236,  25a.    Fianklya,  p.  14. 
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jects,  and  to  (wear  vengeance  againft  his  friend,  for  CHAP, 
the  utmoft  inftance,  which  he  could  receive,  of  his  XLVI1,i 
faithful  friendship.  Some  contrivance  was  neceflary  ^j-, 
for  the  execution  of  their  purpofe.  Rochefter  ad- 
dreiled  himfelf  to  the  king  ;  and  after  complaining, 
that  his  own  indulgence  to  Overbury  had  begotten 
in  him  a  degree  of  arrogance,  which  was  extremely 
difagreeable,  he  procured  a  commiilion  for  his  em- 
bally  to  Ruffia  ;  which  he  reprefented  as  a  retreat 
for  his  friend,  both  profitable  and  honourable. 
When  confultedby  Overbury,  he  earneftly  difTuaded 
him  frpm  accepting  this  offer,  and  took  on  himfelf 
the  office  of  fatisfying  the  king,  if  he  fhould  be  any- 
wife  difpleafed  with  the  refufal '.  To  the  king  again 
he  aggravated  the  infolence  of  Overbury's  conduct, 
and  obtained  a  warrant  for  committing  him  to  the  April  21ft. 
Tower,  which  James  intended  as  a  flight  puniihr 
ment  for  his  difobedience.  The  lieutenant  of  the 
Tower  was  a  creature  of  Rochefter's,  and  had  lately 
been  put  into  the  office  for  this  very  purpofe :  He 
confined  Overbury  fo  flriclly,  that  the  unhappy 
prifoner  was  debarred  the  fight  even  of  his  neareifc 
relations  ;  and  no  communication  of  any  kind  was 
allowed  with  him,  during  near  fix  months  which  he, 
lived  in  prifon. 

This  obftacle  being  removed,  the  lovers  purfued 
their  purpofe  ;  and  the  king  himfelf,  forget  dug  the 
dignity  of  his  character,  and  his  friendfhip  for  the 
family  of  Effex,  entered  zealoufly  into  the  projeck 
of  procuring  the  counters  a  divorce  from  her  hufr 
band.  Effex  alfo  embraced  the  opportunity  of  fepa- 
rating  himfelf  from  a  bad  woman,  by  whom  he  was 
hated ;  and  he  was  willing  to  favour  their  fuccefs 
by  any  honourable  expedient.  The  pretence  for  a 
divorce  was  his  incapacity  to  fulii!  the  conjugal  du- 
ties ;  and  he  confeffed,  that,  with  regard  to  the 
fcountefs,  he  was  confeious  of  fuch    an  infirmity, 

»  State  Trials,  vol.  i.  p.  236,  237,  ice, 
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cjj^r.  though  he  was  not  fenfible  of  it  with  regard  to 
any  other  woman.  In  her  place  too,  it  is  faid  a, 
young  virgin  was  fubftituted  under  a  mafk,  to  un- 
dergo a  legal  inflection  by  a  jury  of  matrons.  After 
fuch  a  trial,  feconded  by  court-influence,  and  fup- 
ported  by  the  ridiculous  opinion  of  fafcination  or 
witchcraft,  the  fentence  of  divorce  was  pronounced 
between  the  earl  of  EfTex  and  his  countefs  .  And, 
to  crown  the  fcene,  the  king,  folicitous  left  the  lady 
mould  lofeany  rank  by  her  new  marriage,  beflovvedl 
on  his  minion  the  title  of  earl  of  Somerfet. 

Notwithstanding  this  fuccefs,  the  countefs  of 
Somerfet  was  not  fatisfied,  till  fhe  mould  farther  far 
tiate  her  revenge  on  Overbury ;  and  fhe  engaged 
her  hufband,  as  well  as  her  uncle,  the  earl  of  North- 
ampton, in  the  atrocious  defign  of  taking  him  off 
fecretly  by  poifon.  Fruitlefs  attempts  were  reiterated 
by  weak  poifon s ;  but,  at  laft ,  they  gave  him  one  fo 
fudden  and  violent,  that  the  fymptoms  were  apparent 
to  every  one  who  approached  him  '.  His  interment 
was  hurried  on  with  the  greateft  precipitation  ;  and, 
though  a  flrong  fufpicion  immediately  prevailed  in 
the  public,  the  full  proof  of  the  crime  was  not 
brought  to  light  till  fome  years  after. 

The  fatal  cataftrophe  of  Overbury  increafed  or 
begot  the  fufpicion,  that  the  prince  of  Wales  had 
been  carried  off  by  poifon,  given  him  by  Somerfet. 
Men  confidered  not,  that  the  contrary  inference  was 
much  jufler.  If  Somerfet  was  fo  great  a  novice  in 
this  deteftable  art,  that,  during  the  courfe  of  five 
months,  a  man  who  was  his  prifoner,  and  attended 
by  none  but  his  emiifaries,  could  not  be  difpatched 
but  in  fo  bungling  a  manner ;  how  could  it  be  ima- 
gined that  a  young  prince,  living  in  his  own  court, 
furrounded  by  his  own  friends  and  domeftics,  could 

*  State  Trials,  vol.  i.  p.  223,  224,  &c.  Franklyn's  Annals, 
p.  2,  3,  &c. 
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be  expofed  to  Somerfet's  attempts,  and  be  taken  oil  Cx"(VnP' 
by  fo  iubtle  a  poifon,  it  inch  a  one  exiit,  as  could  ^.y..  J 
elude  the  ikill  of  the  moil  experienced  phyficiaas  ?  iitj. 

Tke  ableft  minister  that  fctees  ever  pciieilcd,  the 
earl  of  Salifbury,  was  dead "'■ :  Suffolk,  a  man  of 
flender  capacity,  had  fucceeded  him  in  his  ortice  : 
And  it  was  now' his  talk  to  fupply,  from  an  exhauiled 
treaiury,  the  profufion  of  James  and  of  his  young  fa- 
vourite.  The  title  of  baronet,  invented  by  Salisbury, 
was  fold  ;  and  two  hundred  patents  of  that  fpecies  of 
knighthood  were  difpofed  of  for  fo  many  thoufand 
pounds :  Each  rank  of  nobility  had  alio  its  price 
affixed  to  it n.  Privy  feals  were  circulated  to  the 
amount  of  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds :  Benevo- 
lences were  exacted  to  the  amount  of  fifty-two  thou- 
fand pounds  \ :  And  fome  monopolies  of  no  great 
value  were  erected.  But  all  thefe  expedients  proved 
infufficient  to  fupply  the  king's  neceilities ;  even 
though  he  began  to  enter  into  fome  fchemes  for  re- 
trenching his  expences  p.  However  fmall  the  hopes 
of  fuccefs,  a  new  parliament  muft  be  fummoned, 
and  this  dangerous  expedient,  for  fuch  it  was  now 
become,  once  more  be  put  to  trial. 

When  the  commons  were  aiiembled,  they  dif-    JJ^fJ*- 
covered  an  extraordinary  alarm,  on  account  of  the  Aparua-* 
rumour  which  was  fpread  abroad  concerning  wider-  ment. 
takers  i.     It  was  reported,  that  feveral  perfons,  at- 
tached to  the  king,  had  entered  into  a  confederacy ; 
and  having  laid  a  regular  plan  for  the  new  elections, 
had  diltributed  their  intereft  all  over  England,  and 
had  undertaken  to  fecure  a  majority  for  the  court. 
So  ignorant  were  the  commons,  that  they  knew  not 
this  incident  to  be  the  firft  infallible  fymptom  of  any 
regular  or  eitablifhed  liberty.     Had  they  been  con- 

™  14th  of  May  1S12.  n  Franklyn,  p.  IX.  53. 

°  Idem,  p.  ic.  p  Idem,  p.  49. 

i  Parliam.  Hilt.  vol.  v.  p.  286.    Kcnnet,  p.  696.  Journ.  12  April, 
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c  it  A  P.   tented  to  follow  the  maxims  of  their  predeceflbrs, 

u V  who,  as  the  earl  of  Salifoury  faid  to  the  laft  parlia- 

1614.  ment,  never,  but  thrice  in  fix  hundred  years,  refufed 
a  fupply  r ;  they  needed  not  dread  that  the  crown 
fhould  ever  intereft.  itfelf  in  their  elections.  Formerly*, 
the  kings  even  infilled,  that  none  of  their  houfehold 
fhould  be  elected  members  ;  and  though  the  charter 
was. afterwards  declared  void,  Henry  VI.  from  his 
great  favour  to  the  city  of  York,  conferred  a  peculiar 
privilege  on  its  citizens,  that  they  mould  be  exempted 
from  this  trouble  s.  It  is  well  known,  that,  in  an- 
cient times,  a  feat  in  the  houfe  being  conlidered  as  a 
burthen,  attended  neither  with  honour  nor  profit,  it 
was  requinte  for  the  counties  and  boroughs  to  pay 
fees  to  their  reprefentatives.  About  this  time  a  feat 
began  to  be  regarded  as  an  honour,  and  the  country- 
gentlemen  contended  for  it  ;  though  the  practice  of 
levying  wages  for  the  parliament  men  was  not  alto- 
gether difcontinued.  It  was  not  till  long  after,  when 
liberty  was  thoroughly  eflabliihed.  and  popular  aifem- 
blies  entered  into  every  branch  of  public  bufmefs, 
that  the  members  began  to  join  profit  to  honour, 
and  the  crown  found  it  neceiTary  to  diftribute  among 
them  all  the  confiderable  offices  of  the  kingdom* 

So  little  (kill  or  fo  fmall  means  had  the  courtiers, 
in  James's  reign,  for  managing  elections,  that  this 
houfe  of  commons  fhowed  rather  a  ftronper  fpirit  of 
liberty  than  the  foregoing ;  and  inftead  of  entering 
upon  the  bufmefs  ot  lupply,  as  urged  by  the  king, 
who  made  them  feveral  liberal  offers  of  grace1,  they 

r  Journ  17  Feb.  1609.  It  appears,  however,  that  Salisbury  was 
fomewhat  miftaken  in  this  fact :  And  if  the  kings  were  not  oftr.er  re- 
fufed fupply  by  the  parliament,  it  was  only  becaufc  they  would  not 
often  expofe  themfclvcs  to  th'  hazard  of  htfng  refufed  :  But  it  is 
eertain  that  Englifh  parliaments  did  anciently  carry  their  frugality 
to  an  extreme,  and  feldom  could  be  prevailed  upon  to  give  the  ne- 
ceffa-"v  fupport  to  government. 

«  Coke's  Inftitutes,  part  4.  chap,  i.  of  Charters  of  Exemption, 
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immediately  refumed  the  fubjecl:  which  had  been  chap.. 
opened  laft  parliament,  and  difputed  his  majeity's  ,  X^'VI1'. 
power  of  levying  new  cuftoms  and  impofitions,  by  j$I+<> 
the  mere  authority  of  his  prerogative.  It  is  re- 
markable that,  In  their  debates  on  this  fubjecl:,  the 
courtiers  frequently  pleaded,  as  a  precedent,  the  ex- 
ample of  ail  the  other  hereditary  monarchs  in  Europe, 
and  particularly  mentioned  the  kings  of  France  and 
Spain  ;  nor  was  this  reafoning  received  by  the  houfe, 
either  with  furpriie  or  indignation u.  The  members 
of  the  oppofite  party  either  contented  themfelves 
with  denying  the  juftnefs  of  the  inference,  or  they 
difputed  the  truth  of  the  obfervation K.  And  a  pa- 
triot member  in  particular,  fir  Roger  Owen,  even 
in  arguing  againfl  the  impofitions,  frankly  allowed, 
that  the  king  of  England  was  endowed  with  as 
ample  power  and  prerogative  as  any  prince  in 
Chriltendom  y.  The  nations  on  the  continent,  we 
may  obferve,  enjoyed  frill,  in  that  age,  fome  fmall 
remains  of  liberty  j  and  the  Englifh  were"  poffeffed 
of  little  more. 

The  commons  applied  to  the  lords  for  a  con- 
ference with  regard  to  the  new  impofitions.  Afpeech 
of  Neile  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  reflecting  on  the  lower 
houfe,  begat  fome  altercation  with  the  peers z ;  and 
the  king  ieized  the  opportunity  of  diifolving,  im-  6th  June, 
mediately,  with  great  indignation,  a  parliament 
which  had  fhown  fo  firm  a  relblution  of  retrenching 
hisprerogative,withoutcommunicating,in  return, the 
fmalleft  fupply  to  his  neceflities.  He  carried  his 
refentment  fo  far  as  even  to  throw  into  prifon  fome 
of  the  members,  who  had  been  the  moil  forward  in 
their  oppofition  to  his  meafures a.  In  vain  did  he 
plead,  in  excufe  for  his  violence,  the  example  of 
Elizabeth  and  other  princes  of  the  line  of  Tudor, 
as  well  as  Plantagenet.     The  people  and  the  par- 

»  Journ.  21  May  1614.  *  Journ.  is,  21  May  1614. 

y  Journ.  18  April  1644,  »  See  Note  [H]  at  the  end  of  the 
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Cx!vP*  liament,  without  abandoning  for  ever  all  their  Ii- 
•^  .  '_.  berties  and  privileges,  could  acquiefce  in  none  o£ 
1614.  thefe  precedents,  how  ancient  and  frequent  foever. 
And  were  the  authority  of  fuch  precedents  admitted, 
the  utmoft  that  could  be  inferred  is,  that  the  con- 
ititution  of  England  was,  at  that  time,  an  inconfiftent 
fabric,  whofe  jarring  and  difcordant  parts  mull  foon 
deflroy  each  other,  and  from  the  diflblution  of  the 
old,  beget  fome  new  form  of  civil  government  more 
uniform  and  confident. 

In  the  public  and  avowed  conduct  of  the  king  and 
the  houfe  of  commons,  throughout  this  whole  reign, 
there  appears  iufficient  caufe  of  quarrel  and  mutual 
ciifguft ;  yet  are  we  not  to  imagine,  that  this  was 
the  fole  foundation  of  that  jealoufy  which  prevailed 
between  them.  During  debates  in  the  houfe,  it 
often  happened,  that  a  particular  member,  more 
ardent  and  zealous  than  the  reft,  would  difplay  the 
higheil  fentiments  of  liberty,  which  the  commons 
contented  themfelves  to  hear  with  filence  and  feem- 
ing  approbation  ;  and  the  king,  informed  of  thefe 
harangues,  concluded  the  whole  houfe  to  be  infected 
with  the  fame  principles,  and  to  be  engaged  in  a 
combination  againft  his  prerogative.  The  king,  oil 
the  other  hand,  though  he  valued  himfelf  extremely 
on  his  king-craft,  and  perhaps  was  not  altogether 
incapable  of  diiiimuiation,  feems  to  have  been  very 
tittle  endowed  with  the  gift  of  fecrecy  ;  but  openly, 
at  his  table,  in  all  companies,  inculcated  thofe  mo-; 
narchical  tenets  which  he  had  fo  ftrongly  imbibed. 
Before  a  numerous  audience,  he  had  expreffed  him- 
ielf  with  great  difparagement  of  the  common  law  of 
England,  and  had  given  the  preference,  in  the 
Itrongeft  terms,  to  the  civil  law  :  And  for  this  in- 
difcretion  he  found  himfelf  obliged  to  apologife,  in 
a  fpeech  to  the  former  parliament b.  As  a  fpecimen 
of  his  ufual  liberty  of  talk,  we  may  mention  a  ftorys 


*>  K.  James's  "Works,  p.  553. 
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though  it  patted  fome  time  after,  which  we  meet  c  h  a  p. 
within  the  life  of  Waller,  and  which  that  poet  ufed  ,JXIAI1', 
frequently  to  repeat.  AVhen  Waller  was  young,  he  ,6i4. 
had  the  curiofity  to  go  to  court ;  and  he  flood  in  the 
circle,  and  faw  James  dine ;  where,  among  other 
company,  there  fat  at  table  two  bifhops,  Neile  and 
Andrews.  The  king  propofed  aloud  this  queftion, 
Whether  he  might  not  take  his  iubjecls  money, 
when  he  needed  it,  without  all  this  formality  of  par- 
liament ?  Neile  replied,  God  forbid  you  Jhould  not  : 
For  you  are  the  breath  of  cur  nojhils.  Andrews  de- 
clined anfwering,  and  laid,  he  was  not  fkilled  in 
parliamentary  cafes :  But  upon  the  king's  urging 
him,  and  faying  he  would  admit  of  no  evafion,  the 
biihop  replied  pleafantly  :  Why  then  I  think  your 
tnajejly  may  lawfully  take  my  brother  Neile' 's  money : 
For  he  offers  it c. 

The  favourite  had  hitherto  efcaped  the  inquiry  of  1615-. 
juftice  ;  but  he  had  not  efcaped  that  dill  voice  jyj?**1* 
which  can  make  itfelf  be  heard  amidil  all  the  hurry 
and  flattery  of  a  court,  and  aflonifhes  the  criminal 
with  a  juft  reprefentation  of  his  moil  fecret  enor- 
mities. Confcious  of  the  murder  of  his  friend, 
Somerfet  received  fmall  confolation  from  the  en- 
joyments of  love,  or  the  utmoft  kindnefs  and  indul- 
gence of  his  fovereign.  The  graces  of  his  youth 
gradually  difappeared,  the  gaiety  of  his  manners  was 
obfeured,  his  politenefs  and  obliging  behaviour  were 
changed  into  fullennefs  and  filence.  And  the  king, 
whofe  affections  had  been  engaged  by  thefe  fuper- 
fkial  accomplifhments,  began  to  eftrange  himfelf 
from  a  man  who  no  longer  contributed  to  his  amufe- 
ment. 

The  fagacious  courtiers  obferved  the  firfl  fymp- 
toms  of  this  difguft  :  Somerfet's  enemies  feized  the 
opportunity,  and  offered  a  new  minion  to  the  king-. 
George  Villiers,  a  youth  of  one-and-twenty,  younger 

?  Preface  to  Waller's  Works. 

brother 


56  HISTORY    OF   GREAT  BRITAIN. 

CHAP,  brother  of  a  good  family,  returned  at  this  time  from 
XLVII.    his  travels,  and  was  remarked  for  the  advantages  of 

vi5>;'.  a  handfome  perfon,  genteel  air,  and  famionable 
apparel.  At  a  comedy  he  was  purpofely  placed  full 
in  James's  eye,  and  immediately  engaged  the  at- 
tention, and,  in  the  lame  inflant,  the  affections  of 
that  monarch  d.  Afhamed  of.  his  fudden  attach- 
ment, the  king  endeavoured,  but  in  vain,  to  con- 
ceal the  partiality  which  he  felt  for  the  handfome 
ftfanger  ;  and  he  employed  all  his  profound  politics 
to  fix  him  in  his  fervice,  without  feeming  to  defire 
it.  He  declared  his  refolution  not  to  confer  any 
cilice  on  him,  unlefs  entreated  by  the  queen  ;  and 
he  pretended,  that  it  mould  only  be  in  complaifance 
to  her  choice  he  would  agree  to  admit  him  near  his 
perfon.  The  queen  was  immediately  applied  to  ; 
but  me,  well  knowing  the  extreme  to  which  the 
lung  carried  thefe  attachments,  refufed,  at  firif,  to 
lend  her  countenance  to  this  new  paffion.  It  was 
not  till  entreated  by  Abbot  archbiihop  of  Canter- 
bury, a  decent  prelate,  and  one  much  prejudiced 
againi!  Somerfet,  that  me  would  condefcend  to 
oblige  her  hufband,  by  afking  this  favour  of  him e. 
And  the  king,  thinking  now  that  all  appearances 
were  fully  faved,  no  longer  conltrained  his  affection, 
but  immediately  bellowed  the  office  of  cupbearer  on 
young  Viliiers. 

The  whole  court  was  thrown  into  parties  between 
the  two  millions  ;  while  fome  endeavoured  to  ad- 
vance the  l-ifing  fortunes  of  Viliiers,  others  deemed 
it  fafer  to  adhere  to  the  eltabliihed  credit  of  So- 
merfet.  The  king  himfelf,  divided  between  in- 
clination and  decorum,  increafed  the  doubt  and 
ambiguity  of  the  courtiers  ;  and  the  ftern  jealoufv 
1  of  the  old  favourite,  who  refufed  every  advance  of 
friendmip  from  his  rival,  begat  perpetual  quarrel-; 
between  their  feveral  partifans.     But  the  difcovery 

J  Franklyn,  p.  $c.    Kennet,  vol.  ii.  p.  69$. 
e  Coke,  p.  46,  47.    Rufh.  vol.  i.  p.  $.36, 

of 


JAMES        I.  fi 

cf  Somerfet's  eruilt  in  the  murder  of  Overburv,  at  c  H  a  p. 
lad  decided  the   controverfy,  and   expofed  him  to     's 
the  ruin  and  infamy  which  he  fo  well  merited.  it^. 

An  apothecary's  'prentice,  who  had  been  em- 
ployed in  making  up  the  poifons,  having  retired  to 
Flufhing,  began  to  talk  very  freely  of  the  v.  hole 
fecret ;  and  the  affair  at  kill  came  to  the  ears  of 
Trumbal,  the  king's  envy  in  the  Low  Countries. 
By  this  means,  fir  Ralph  Winwood,  fecretary  of 
ftate,  was  informed,  and  he  immediately  carrieel  the 
intelligence  to  James.  The  king,  alarmed  and 
aftonifhed  to  find  fuch  eiiormous  eruilt  in  a  man  whom 
he  had  admitted  into  his  bofom,  lent  for  fir  Edward 
Coke^  chief  juftice,  and  earnefliy  recommended 
to  him  the  molt  rigorous  and  tuibiafled  fcrutiny. 
This  injunction  was  executed  with  great  mdultry 
and  feverirv  :  The  wkcie  labyrinth  of  guilt  was 
Carefully  unravelled:  The  lefler criminals,  fir  Jervis 
Elvis,  lieutenant  of  the  Tower,  Franklin,  Wefton, 
Mrs.  Turner,  were  firft  tried  and  condemned : 
Somerfet  and  his  countefs  were  afterwards  found 
guilty  :  Northampton's  death,  a  little  before,  'had 
faved  him  from  a  like  fate. 

It  may  not  be  unworthy  of  remark,  that  Coke, 
in  the  trial  of  Mrs.  Turner,  told  her  that  Use  was 
guilty  of  the  feven  deadly  fins  :  She  was  a  whore, 
a  bawd,  a  forcerer,  a  witch,  a  papift,  a  felon,  and 
a  murderer f.  And  what  may  more  furprife  us, 
Bacon,  then  attorney-general,  took  care  to  obferve, 
that  poifoning  was  a  popifh  trick8.  Such  were  the 
"bigoted  prejudices  which  prevailed  :  Poifoning  was 
'not,  of  itfelf,  fufficiently  odious,  if  it  were  not  re- 
prefented  as  a  branch  of  popery.  Stowe  tells  us, 
that  when  the  king  came  to  Newcastle,  on  his  firft 
entry  into  England,  he  gave  liberty  to  all  the  pri- 
faners,  except  thofe  who  were  confined  for  treafon. 
murder,  and  papiftry.     When  one  confiders  thefe 

t  State  Trials,  vo3.  i.  p.  230,  g  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  242. 

3  circum- 


?S  HISTORY   OF    GREAT  BRITAIN. 

CXLvn?'  cIr<?umrtances>  that  bilious  bigotry  of  the  catholics 
%^msrmit  which  broke  out  in  the  gunpowder  conspiracy,  ap* 
16J5.     pears  the  lefs  furpriiing. 

All  the  accomplices  in  Overbury's  murder  re- 
ceived the  punifhment  due  to  their  crime  :    But  the 
king  beftowed  a  pardon  on  the  principals,  Somerfet 
and  the  countefs.    It  mull  be  confefled,  that  James's 
forutudehad  been  highly  laudable,  had  he  perfifted 
in  his  firll  intention  of  configning  over  to  fevere 
juftice  all  the  criminals  :    But  let  us  ftill  beware  of 
blaming  him  too  harfhly,  if,  on  the  approach  of  the 
fatal  hour,  he  fcrupled  to  deliver  into  the  hands  of 
the  executioner,  perfons  whom  he  had  once  favoured 
with  his  molt  tender  affedions.     To  foften  the  ri- 
gour of  their  fate,  after  fome  years  imprifonment, 
he  reftored  them  to  their  liberty,  and  conferred  on 
them  a  pennon,  with  which  they  retired,  and  lan- 
guifhed  out  old  age  in  infamy  and  obfcurity.    Their 
guilty  loves  were  turned  into  the  mod  deadly  hatred; 
and  they  paued  many  years  together  in  'the  fame 
houfe,  without   any  intercourfe  or  correfpondence 
with  each  other  h. 

Several  hiftorians',  in  relating  thefe  events, 
havo  infilled  much  on  the  diffimulation  of  James's 
behaviour,  when  he  delivered  Somerfet  into  the 
hands  of  the  chief  juftice  ;  on  the  infolent  menaces 
of  that  criminal  j  on  his  peremptory  refufal  to  ftand 
a  trial  ;  and  on  the  extreme  anxiety  of  the  king 
during  the  whole  progrefs  of  this  aftair.  Allowing 
all  thefe  circumftances  to  be  true,  of  which  fome 
are  fufpicious,  if  not  palpably  falfe  k,  the  great  re* 
mains  of  tendernefs  which  James  ftill  felt  for  So- 
merfet, may,  perhaps,  be  fufficient  to  account  for 
them.  That  favourite  was  high-fpirited,  and  re* 
folute  rather  to  perifh,  than  to  live  under  the  infamy 
to  which  he  was  expofed.     James  was  fenfible  that 

h  Kennet,  P.  699.  i  Coke,  Weldon,  &c.  k  Sec 
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the  pardoning  of  fo  great  a  criminal,  which  was  of  C  H  A  P. 
itfelf  invidious,  would  become  (till  more  unpopular,  .J^-.-.'_i 
if  his  cbftinate  and  itubborn  behaviour  on  his  trial      Ni*. 
fhoulcf  augment    the  public  hatred    agahift  him '. 
At   lea  ft,  the  uivreferved  confidence  in  which  the 
king  had  indulged  his  favourite  for  feveral  years,  might 
render  Somerlet  mailer  of  fo  many  fecrets,  that  it  is 
impoflible,  without  farther  light,  to  ailign  the  parti- 
cular reafon  of  that  fuperiority,  vblch,  it  is  faid,  he 
appeared  fo  much  to  affume. 

The  fall  of  Somerfet,  and  his  banifhment  from  R'fc  of 
court,  opened  the  way  for  Villiers  to  mount  up  at  \^^^ 
once  to  the  full  height  of  favour,  of  honours,  and 
of  riches.  Had  James's  paihon  been  governed  by 
common  rules  oi  prudence,  the  office  of  cup-bearer 
Would  have  attached  Villiers  to  his  perfon,  and 
might  well  have  contented  one  of  his  age  and  fa- 
mily •,  nor  would  any  one,  who  was  not  cynicailv 
auftere,  have  much  cenfured  the  Angularity  of  the 
king's  choice  in  his  friends  and  favourites.  Eu: 
fuch  advancement  was  far  inferior  to  the  fortune 
which  he  intended  for  his  minion.  In  the  courfe 
of  a  few  years,  he  created  him  vifcount  Villiers, 
earl,  marquis,  and  duke  of  Buckingham,  knight  of 
the  garter,  mafter  of  the  horfe,  chief  juflice  in  eyre, 
warden  of  the  cinque  ports,  mafter  of  the  king's- 
bench  office,  fteward  of  Weftminfter,  conftable  of 
Windfor,  and  lord  high  admiral  of  England  *.  His 
mother  obtained  the  title  of  countefs  of  Bucking- 
ham :  His  brother  was  created  vifcount  Purbeck  ; 
and  a  numerous  train  of  needy  relations  were  all 
pufhed  up  into  credit  and  authority.  And  thus  the 
fond  prince,  while  he  meant  to  play  the  tutor  to  his 
favourite,  and  to  train  him  up  in  the  rules  of  pru- 
dence and  politics,  took  an  infallible  method,  by 
loading  him   with  premature  and  exorbitant   ho- 

I  Bacon,  vol.  iv.  6ij.  B>-  Franklfn,  p.  jo.     Clarendon, 
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c  II  A  P.  nours,  to  render  him,  for  ever,  ram,  precipitate, 

£^J  and  infolent. 
j$i6.  A  young  minion  to  gratify  with  pleafure,  a  ne- 

ceifitous  family  to  fupply  with  riches,  were  enter- 
priies  too  great  for  the  empty  exchequer  of  James. 
In  order  to  obtain  a  little  money,  the  cautionary 
towns  mult  be  delivered  up  to  the  Dutch  ;  a  mea- 
fure  which  has  been  feverely  blamed  by  almoft  all 
hiftorians  ;  and  I  may  venture  to  affirm,  that  it  has 
been  cenfured  much  beyond  its  real  weight  and  im-. 
portance. 

When  queen  Elizabeth  advanced  money  for  the 
fupport  of  the  infant  republic,  befides  the  view  of 
fecuring  herfelf  agamft  the  power  and  ambition  of 
Spain,  me  flail  referyed  the  profpeft  of  reimburfe^ 
ment  j  and  (he  got  cpnfigned  into  her  hands  the 

Caution-     three  important  fortrefles  oi   Fluihing,  the  Brille, 

delivered.*  and  Rammekins,  as  pledges  for  the  money  due  to 
her.  Indulgent  to  the.  neceflkous  condition  of  the 
States,  me  agreed  that  the  debt  mould  bear  no  in- 
terefl  ;  and  me  ilipulated,  that  if  ever  England 
mould  make  a  feparate  peace  with  Spain,  me 
Ihould  pay  the  troops  which  garrifoned  thofe  for- 
trefles \ 

After  the  truce  was  concluded  between  Spain  and 
the  United  Provinces,  the  States  made  an  agreement 
with  the  king,  that  the  debt,  which  then  amounted 
to  800,000  pounds,  ihould  be  difcharged  by  yearly 
payments  of  40,000  pounds  ;  and  as  five  years 
had  elapfedj  the,  debt  was  now  reduced  to  600.000 
pounds  ;  and  in  lifteen  years  more,  if  the  truce 
were  renewed,  it  would  be  finally  extinguished0* 
But  of  this  fum,  26,000  pounds  a-year  were 
expended  on  the  pay  of  the  garrifons  :  The 
Temainder  alone  accrued    to   the  king  :    And  the 

n  Ryraer,  tcm.  xvi.  p.  341.     .Vinwood,  vol.  ii.  p.  351. 
•  Sir  Dudley:  Carkfon's  tetters,  p.  27,  28. 
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States,  weighing  thefe  circumftances,  thought,  that  chap. 
they  made  James  a  very  advantageous  offer  when  XLVI1- 
they  expreffed  their  willingnefs,  on  the  furrender  of  j^,^ 
the  cautionary  towns,  to  pay  him  immediately 
250,000  pounds,  and  to  incorporate  the  Englifn 
garrifons  in  their  army.  It  occurred  alfo  to  the 
king,  that  even  the  payment  of  the  40,000  pounds 
3-year  was  precarious,  and  depended  on  the  ac- 
cident that  the  truce  mould  be  renewed  between 
Spain  and  the  republic :  If  war  broke  out,  the 
maintenance  of  the  garrifons  lay  upon  England 
alone  ;  a  burthen  very  ufelefs  and  too  heavy  for  the 
{lender  revenues  of  that  kingdom  :  That  even 
during  the  truce,  the  Dutch,  ftraitened  by  other 
expences,  were  far  from  being  regular  in  their  pay- 
ments ;  and  the  garrifons  were  at  prefent  in  danger 
of  mutinying  for  want  of  fubhTtence  :  That  the  an- 
nual fum  of  14,000  pounds,  the  whole  faying  en 
the  Dutch  payments,  amounted,  in  fifteen  years,  to 
no  more  than  210,000  pounds ;  whereas  250,000 
pounds  were  offered  immediately,  a  larger  fum,  and 
if  money  be  computed  at  ten  per  cent,  the  cur- 
rent intereft,  more  than  double  the  fum  to  which 
England  was  entitled  p :  That  if  James  waited  till 
the  whole  debt  were  discharged,  the  troops,  which 
compofed  the  garrifons,  remained  a  burthen  upon 
him,  and  could  not  be  broken,  without  receiving 
fome  consideration  for  their  pafl  fervices  :  That  the 
cautionary  towns  were  only  a  temporary  refiraini 
upon  the  Hollanders ;  and  in  the  prefent  emer- 
gence, the  conjunction  of  intereft  between  England 
and  the  republic  was  fo  intimate  as  to  render  all 
other  ties  fuperfluous  ;  and  no  reafonable  mea- 
sures for  mutual  fupport  would  be  wanting  from 

P  An  annuity  of  14,000  pounds  during  fifteen  years,  money  being 
at  10  per  cent*  is  worth  on  computation  only  106,500 pounds,  where- 
as the  king  received  250,000.  Yet  the  bargain  was  good  for  the 
Dutch,  as  well  as  the  king,  becaufe  they  were  both  of  them  freed, 
from  the  maintenance  of  ufelefs  ganifons. 

Vol.  VI-  G  the 
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CHAP,  the  Dutch,  even  though  freed  from  the  dependence 
xlyii.  0f  thefe  garrifons :  That  the  exchequer  of  the  re- 
x6i6.  public  was  at  prefent  very  low,  infomuch  that  they 
found  difficulty,  now  that  the  aids  of  France  were 
withdrawn,  to  maintain  themfelves  in  that  pofture 
of  defence  which  was  requifite  during  the  truce 
with  Sp-1!"  :  And  that  the  Spaniards  were  perpe- 
tually infilling  with  the  king  on  the  reftitution  of 
thefe  towns,  as  belonging  to  their  crown ;  and  no 
cordial  alliance  could  ever  be  made  with  that  na- 
tion, while  they  remained  in  the  hands  of  the 
Englifh  c.     Thefe  reafons,  together  with  his  urgent 

6th  June,  wants,  induced  the  king  to  accept  of  Caron's  offer  ; 
and  he  evacuated  the  cautionary  towns,  which  held 
the  States  in  a  degree  of  fubjection,  and  which  an 
ambitious  and  enterprifmg  prince  would  have  re- 
garded as  his  mod  valuable  pofTeilions.  This  is 
the  date  of  the  full  liberty  of  the  Dutch  common- 
wealth. 
1617.  When  the  crown  of  England  devolved  on  James, 

Affairs  of    jt  gjjgfo  \&hq  been  forefeen  by  the  Scottiih  nation, 

Scotland.  j      •     1  1  r    1     •     1  •  •     - 

thai:  the  independence  or  their  kingdom,  the  object 
for  which  their  anceilors  had  Hied  fo  much  blood, 
would  now  be  loft  ;  and  that,  if  both  dates  per- 
fevered  in  maintaining  feparate  laws  and  parlia- 
ments, the  weaker  would  more  fenfibly  feel  the 
fubjection,  than  if  it  had  been  totally  fubdued  by 
force  of  arms.  But  thefe  views  did  not  generally 
occur.  The  glory  of  having  given  a  fovereign  to 
their  powerful  enemy,  the  advantages  of  prefent 
peace  and  tranquillity,  the  riches  acquired  from  the 
munificence  of  their  mailer  ;  thefe  confederations 
fecured  their  dutiful  obedience  to  a  prince,  who 
daily  gave  iuch  feniible  proofs  of  his  friendfhip  and 
partiality  towards  them.  Never  had  the  authority 
of  any  king,    who  refided  among  them,    been  fo 

1  Rufrnrorth,  vol.  1.  p.  3. 
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firmly  eftablifhed  as  was  that  of  James,  even  when  c  H  A  P. 
abfent ;  and  as  the  adminiftration  had  been  hitherto    XIAJI- 
conducted  with  great  order  and  tranquillity,  there  '""^TT"' 
had  happened  no  occurrence  to  draw  thither  our  at- 
tention.    But  this  fummer,  the  king  was  refolved  to      May. 
pay  a  vifit  to  his  native  country,  in  order  to  renew 
his  ancient  friendfhips  and  connections,  and  to  in- 
troduce that  change  of  ecclefiaftical  difcipline  and 
government,    on  which  he  was  extremely  intent. 
The  three  chief  points  of  this  kind,  which  James 
propofed  to  accomplifh  by  his  journey  to  Scotland, 
were,  the  enlarging  of  epifcopal  authority,  the  efta- 
blifhing  of  a  few  ceremonies  in  public  worfhip,  and 
the  fixing  of  a  fuperiority  in  the  civil  above  the  ec- 
clefiaftical jurifdiction. 

But  it  is  an  obfervation  fuggefled  by  all  hiftory, 
and  by  none  more  than  by  that  of  James  and  his 
fucceffor,  that  the  religious  fpirit,  when  it  mingles 
with  faction,  contains  in  it  fomething  fupernaturai 
and  unaccountable ;  and  that,  in  its  operations  upon 
fociety,  effects  correfpond  lefs  to  their  known  caufes 
than  is  found  in  any  other  circumftance  of  govern* 
ment.  A  reflection  which  may,  at  once,  afford  a 
fource  of  blame  againft  fuch  fovereigns  as  lightly 
innovate  in  fo  dangerous  an  article,  and  of  apology 
for  fuch,  as  being  engaged  in  an  enterprife  of  that 
nature,  are  difappointed  of  the  expected  event,  and 
Jail  in  their  undertakings. 

When  the  Scottifh  nation  was  flrft  feized  with 
that  zeal  for  reformation,  which,  though  it  caufed 
fuch  difhirbance  during  the  time,  has  proved  fo 
falutary  in  the  confequences ;  the  preachers,  af- 
fuming  a  character  little  inferior  to  the  prophetic  or 
apoitolical,  difdained  all  fubjection  to  the  fpiritual 
rulers  of  the  church,  by  whom  their  innovations 
were  punifhed  and  oppofed.  The  revenues  of  the 
dignified  clergy,  no  longer  confidered  as  facred, 
Were  either  appropriated  by  the  prefent  pofleffors, 
G  2  or 
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CHAP,  or  feized  by  the  more  powerful  barons ;  and  what' 
l^  ILj  remainecU  after  mighty  dilapidations,  was,  by  act 
J6I;.  of  parliament,  annexed  to  the  crown.  The  pre- 
lates however,  and  abbots,  maintained  their  tem- 
poral jurifdictions  and  their  feats  in  parliament ; 
and  though  laymen  were  fometimes  endowed  with, 
ecclefiaflical  titles,  the  church,  notwithftanding  its 
frequent  proteftations  to  the  contrary,  was  ftiil  fup- 
pofed  to  be  reprefented  by  thofe  fpiritual  lords,  in 
the  dates  of  the  kingdom.  After  many  ftruggles 
the  king,  even  before  his  acceffion  to  the  throne  of 
England,  had  acquired  fufficient  influence  over  the 
Scottifh  clergy,  to  extort  from  them  an  acknow- 
ledgment of  the  parliamentary  jurildiclion  of  bifhops; 
though  attended  with  many  precautions,  in  order 
to  fecure  themfelves  againft  the  fpiritual  encroach- 
ments of  that  order  .  When  king  of  England, 
he  engaged  them,  though  (till  with  great  reluctance 
on  their  part,  to  advance  a  ftep  farther,  and  to 
receive  the  bifliops  as  perpetual  prefidents  or  mo- 
derators in  their  ecclefiaftical  fynods ;  reiterating 
their  proteftations  againft  all  fpiritual  jurifdiction 
of  the  prelates,  and  all  controlling  power  over 
the  prefbyters  \  And  by  fuch  gradual  innovations, 
the  king  flattered  himfelf,  that  he  fhould  quietly 
introduce  epifcopal  authority :  But  as  his  final 
fcope  was  fully  feen  from  the  beginning,  every 
new  advance  gave  irefh  occafion  of  difcontent,  and 
aggravated,  inftead  of  foftening,  the  abhorrence 
entertained  againft  the  prelacy. 

What  rendered  the  king's  aim  more  apparent 
were,  the  endeavours  which,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  ufed  to  introduce  into  Scotland  fome  of  the 
ceremonies  of  the  church  of  England  :  The  reft, 
it  was  eafily  forefeen,  would  foon  follow.  The  fire 
of  devotion,  excited  by  novelty,  and  inflamed  by 
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fcppofition,  had  fo  pofTeffed  the  minds  of  the  Scot-  cSAP. 
tifh  reformers,  that  all  rites  and  ornaments,  and  xlvii. 
even  order  of  worfhip,  were  difdainfully  rejected  as  ^x^TT 
ufelefs  burthens  ;  retarding  the  imagination  in  its 
rapturous  ecftafies,  and  cramping  the  operations  of 
that  divine  fpirit,  by  which  they  fuppofed  them- 
felves  to  be  animated.  A  mode  of  worfhip  was 
eftablifhed,  the  mofl  naked  and  moft  fimple  ima- 
ginable ;  one  that  borrowed  nothing  from  the 
fenfes  j  but  repofed  itfelf  entirely  on  the  Contem- 
plation of  that  divine  elfence,  which  difcovers  itfelf 
to  the  underftanding  only.  This  fpecies  of  de- 
votion, fo  worthy  of  the  Supreme  being,  but  fo 
little  fuitable  to  human  frailty,  was  obferved  to 
occafion  great  difhurbances  in  the  breaft,  and  in 
many  refpects  to  confound  all  rational  principles 
of  conduct  and  behaviour.  The  mind,  (training 
for  thefe  extraordinary  raptures,  reaching  them  by 
Jhort  glances,  finking  again  under  its  own  weak- 
nefs,  rejecting  all  exterior  aid  of  pomp  and  ce- 
remony, was  fo  occupied  in  this  inward  life,  that 
it  fled  from  every  intercourfe  of  fociety,  and  from 
every  cheerful  amufement,  which  could  foften  or 
humanife  the  character.  It  was  obvious  to  all 
difcerning  eyes,  and  had  not  efcaped  the  king's, 
that,  by  the  prevalence  of  fanaticifm,  a  gloomy 
and  fuilen  difpofition  eftablifhed  itfelf  among  the 
people ;  a  fpirit,  obftinate  and  dangerous ;  inde- 
pendent and  diforderly ;  animated  equally  with  a 
contempt  of  authority,  and  a  hatred  to  every  other 
mode  of  religion,  particularly  to  the  catholic.  In 
order  to  mellow  thefe  humours,  James  endeavour- 
ed to  infufe  a  fmall  tincture  of  ceremony  into  the 
national  worfhip,  and  to  introduce  fuch  rites  as 
might,  in  fome  degree,  occupy  the  mind,  and 
pieafe  the  fenfes,  without  departing  too  far  from 
that  fimplicity,  by  which  the  reformation  was  dif- 
tinguifhed.  The  finer  arts  too,  though  ftill  rude 
in  thefe  northern  kingdoms,    were    employed   to 
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CHAP,  adorn  the  churches ;  and  the  king's  chapel,  in 
i  X^\IL ,  which  an  organ  was  erected,  and  fome  pictures 
i6j7,  and  flatues  difplayed,  was  propofed  as  a  model  to 
the  reft  of  the  nation.  But  mufic  was  grating  to 
the  prejudiced  ears  of  the  Scottifh  clergy  ;  fculp- 
ture  and  painting  appeared  inftruments  of  idolatry  j 
the  furplice  was  a  rag  of  popery ;  and  every  mo- 
tion or  gefture,  prefcribed  by  the  liturgy,  was  a 
ftep  towards  that  fpiritual  Babylon,  fo  much  the 
object,  of  their  horror  and  averfion.  Every  thing 
was  deemed  impious,  but  their  own  myftical  com- 
ments on  the  Scriptures,  which  they  idolized,  and 
whofe  eaftern  prophetic  ftyle  they  employed  in 
every  common  occurrence. 

It  will  not  be  neceffary  to  give  a  particular  ac- 
count of  the  ceremonies  which  the  king  was  fb 
intent  to  eftablim.  Such  inftitutions,  for  a  time, 
are  efteemed  either  too  divine  to  have  proceeded 
from  any  other  being  than  the  fupreme  Creator  of 
the  univerfe,  or  too  diabolical  to  have  been  derived 
from  any  but  an  infernal  demon.  But  no  fooner 
is  the  mode  of  the  controverfy  pad:,  than  they  are 
univerfally  difcovered  to  be  of  fo  little  importance, 
as  fcarcely  to  be  mentioned  with  decency  amidft  the 
ordinary  courfe  of  human  tranfactions.  It  fuffices, 
Jiere  to  remark,  that  the  rites  introduced  by  James 
regarded  the  kneeling  at  the  facrament,  private 
communion,  private  baptifm,  confirmation  of 
children,  and  the  obfervanee  of  Chriftmas  and 
other  feilivals  q.  The  acts,  eftablifhing  thefe  cere- 
monies, were  afterwards  known  by  the  name  of 
the  articles  of  Perth,  from  the  place  where  they 
were  ratified  by  the  afTembly. 

A  conformity  of  discipline  and  worfhip  be- 
tween the  churches  of  England  and  Scotland, 
which  was  James's  aim,  he  never  could  hope  to 
eftablifh,  but  by  firfl  procuring  an  acknowledgment 
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of  his  own  authority  in  all  fpiritual  caufes  ;  and  no-  c  H  A  P. 
thing  could  be  more  contrary  to  the  practice  as  well  ,^LV11' 
as  principles  of  the  preibyterian  clergy.  The  eccle-  X6I7, 
fialtical  courts  poifefTed  the  power  of  pronouncing 
excommunication  ;  and  that  fentence,  befides  the 
fpiritual  confequences  fuppofed  to  follow  from  it, 
was  attended  with  immediate  eiTecls  of  the  moil  im- 
portant nature.  The  perfon  excommunicated  was 
fhunned  by  every  one  as  profane  and  impious  ;  and 
his  whole  eflate,  during  his  life-time,  and  all  his 
moveables,  for  ever,  were  forfeited  to  the  crown. 
Nor  were  the  previous  fleps,  requifite  before  pro- 
nouncing this  fentence,  formal  or  regular,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  weight  of  it.  Without  accufer, 
without  fummons,  without  trial,  any  ecclefiailical 
court,  however  inferior,  fometimes  pretended,  in  a 
fummary  manner,  to  denounce  excommunication, 
for  any  caufe,  and  againit  any  perfon,  even  though 
he  lived  not  within  the  bounds  of  their  jurifdiction  '. 
And  by  this  means,  the  wholy  tyranny  of  the  in- 
quifition,  though  without  its  order,  was  introduced 
into  the  kingdom. 

But  the  clergy  were  not  content  with  the  unli- 
mited jurifdiction  which  they  exerciied  in  eccle-^ 
fiaflical  matters :  They  aflumed  a  cenforial  power 
over  every  part  of  admmiftration  ;  and,  in  all  their 
fermons,  and  even  prayers,  mingling  politics  with 
religion,  they  inculcated  the  moil  feditious  and 
moil  turbulent  principles.  Black,  miniiler  of  St. 
Andrews,  went  lb  far8,  in  a  fermon,  as  to  pro- 
nounce all  kings  the  deviPs  children  ;  he  gave  the 
queen  of  England  the  appellation  of  Atheifl ;  he 
faid,  that  the  treachery  of  the  king's  heart  was  now 
fully  difcovered  ;  and  in  his  prayers  for  the  queen 
lie  ufed  thefe  words  ;  We  muji  pray  for  her  for  the 
fajhions  fake,  but  we  have  no  caufe :    She  will  never 
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CHAP,  do  us  any  good.  When  fummoned  before  the  privy 
^^J  council,  he  refufed  to  anfwer  to  a  civil  court  for 
1617.  any  thing  delivered  from  the  pulpit,  even  though 
the  crime  of  which  he  was  accufed,  was  of  a 
civil  nature.  The  church  adopted  his  caufe.  They 
raifed  a  fedition  in  Edinburgh l.  The  king,  during 
fome  time,  was  in  the  hands  of  the  enraged  popu- 
lace ;  and  it  was  not  without  courage,  as  well  as 
dexterity,  that  he  was  able  to  extricate  himfelf u. 
A  few  days  after,  a  minifter,  preaching  in  the  prin- 
cipal church  of  that  capital,  faid,  that  the  king  was 
porTerTed  with  a  devil  ;  and,  that  one  devil  being 
expelled,  feven  worfe  had  entered  in  his  place  x. 
To  which  he  added,  that  the  fubjects  might  law- 
fully rife,  and  take  the  fword  out  of  his  hand. 
Scarcely,  even  during  the  darkefl  night  of  papal 
iuperftition,  are  there  found  fuch  inftances  of  prieftly 
encroachments,  as  the  annals  of  Scotland  prefent  to 
us  during  that  period. 

By  thefe  extravagant  ftretches  of  power,  and  by 
the  patient  conduct  of  James,  the  church  began  to 
lofe  ground,  even  before  the  king's  acceflion  to  the 
throne  of  England  :  But  no  fooner  had  that  event 
taken  place,  than  he  made  the  ScottifTi  clergy  fen- 
iible,  that  he  was  become  the  fovereign  of  a  great 
kingdom,  which  he  governed  with  great  autho- 
rity. Though  formerly  he  would  have  thought 
himfelf  happy  to  have  made  a  fair  partition  with 
them  of  the  civil  and  ecclcfiaftical  authority,  he 
was  now  refolved  to  exert  a  fupreme  jurifdittion 
in  church  as  well  as  (late,  and  to  put  an  end 
to  their  feditious  practices.  An  affembly  had 
been  fummoned  at  Aberdeen  l>;  But,  on  account 
of  his  journey  to  London,  he  prorogued  it  to 
the  year  following.     Some  of  the  clergy,  difavow- 
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in"  his  ecclefiaflical  fupremacv,    met  at  the  time  chap. 
firft  appointed,  notwithstanding  his  prohibition.  He  t  ' , 

threw  them  into  priibn.  Such  of  them  as  fubmitted,  ,$l7. 
and  acknowledged  their  error,  were  pardoned.  The 
reft  were  brought  to  their  trial.  They  were  con- 
demned for  high  treafon.  The  king  gave  them  their 
lives ;  but  baniihed  them  the  kingdom.  Six  of  them 
fuffered  this  penalty  z. 

The  general  affembly  was  afterwards  induced  a 
to  acknowledge  the  king's  authority  in  fummoning 
ecclefiaftical  courts,  and  to  fubmitto  the  jurifdiclion 
and  vifitation  of  the  bifhops.  Even  their  favourite 
fentence  of  excommunication  was  declared  invalid, 
unlefs  confirmed  by  the  ordinary.  The  king  re- 
commended to  the  inferior  courts  the  members 
whom  they  mould  elect  to  this  aifembly  ;  and  every 
thing  was  conducted  in  it  with  little  appearance  of 
choice  and  liberty  b. 

By  his  own  prerogative  likewifc,  which  he  feems 
to  have  ftretched  on  this  occafion,  the  king  erected 
a  court  of  high  commiflion  %  in  imitation  of  that 
which  was  eftablifhed  in  England.  The  bifhops 
and  a  few  of  the  clergy,  who  had  been  fummoned, 
willingly  acknowledged  this  court;  and  it  proceeded 
immediately  upon  bufinefs,  as  if  its  authority  had 
been  grounded  on  the  full  confent  of  the  whole  le- 
gillature. 

But  James  referved  the  final  blow  for  the  time  i3thjtrae; 
when  he  fhould  himfelf  pay  a  vifit  to  Scotland. 
He  propofed  to  the  parliament,  which  was  then 
affembled,  that  they  mould  enact,  that,  "  whatever 
"  his  majefty  fhould  determine  in  the  external 
"  government  of  the  church,  with  the  confent  of 
"  the  archbifhops,  bifhops,  and  a  competent  num- 
"  ber  of  the  miniftry,    mould  have  the  force  of 
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chap.  «  law d."  What  number  fhould  be  deemed  com* 
^  x  _,  peteiit  was  not  determined :  And  their  nomination 
1617.  was  left  entirely  to  the  king:  So  that  his  eccle- 
fiaftical  authority,  had  this  bill  pafTed,  would  have 
been  eftablimed  in  its  full  extent.  Some  of  the 
clergy  protelied.  They  apprehended,  they  faid,  that 
the  purity  of  their  church  would,  by  means  of  this 
new  authority,  be  polluted  with  all  the  rites  and 
liturgy  of  the  church  of  England.  James,  dreading 
clamour  and  oppofition,  dropped  the  bill,  which 
had  already  palled  the  lords  of  articles  ;  and  afferted, 
that  the  inherent  prerogative  of  the  crown  contained 
jotli  July,  more  power  than  was  recognized  by  it.  Some  time 
after,  he  called,  at  St.  Andrew's,  a  meeting  of  the 
bimops  and  thirty-fix  of  the  mod  eminent  clergy. 
He  there  declared  his  refolution  of  exerting  his  pre- 
rogative, and  of  eftablifhing,  by  his  own  authority, 
the  few  ceremonies  which  he  had  recommended  to 
them.  They  entreated  him  rather  to  fummon  a 
general  affembly,  and  to  gain  their  alfent.  An 
ailembly  was  accordingly  fummoned  to  meet  on  the 
25th  of  November  enfuing. 

Yet  this  aflembly,  which  met  after  the  king's 
departure  from  Scotland,  eluded  all  his  applica- 
tions ;  and  it  was  not  till  the  fubfequent  year,  that 
he  was  able  to  procure  a  vote  for  receiving  his 
ceremonies.  And  through  every  flep  of  this  affair, 
in  the  parliament  as  well  as  in  all  the  general 
afTemblies,  the  nation  betrayed  the  utmofl  reluc- 
tance to  all  thefe  innovations ;  and  nothing  but 
James's  importunity  and  authority  had  extorted  a 
feeming  confent,  which  was  belied  by  the  inward 
fentiments  of  all  ranks  of  people.  Even  the  few, 
over  whom  religious  prejudices  were  not  prevalent, 
thought  national  honour  facrificed  by  a  fervile  imi- 
tation of  the  modes  of  worfhip  practifed  in  Eng- 
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land.  And  every  prudent  man  agreed  in  con-  c  H  A  p. 
demning  the  meafures  of  the  king,  who,  by  an  Xl^TI- 
ill-timed  zeal  for  infignificant  ceremonies,  had  be-  ^I7. 
trayed,  though  in  an  oppofite  manner,  equal  nar- 
rownefs  of  mind  with  the  perfons  whom  he  treated 
with  fuch  contempt.  It  was  judged,  that,  had  not 
thefe  dangerous  humours  been  irritated  by  oppofi- 
tion ;  had  they  been  allowed  peaceably  to  evapor- 
ate ;  they  would  at  laft  have  fubfided  within  the 
limits  of  law  and  civil  authority.  And  that,  as  all 
fanatical  religions  naturally  circumfcribe  to  very 
narrow  bounds  the  numbers  and  riches  of  the  eccle- 
fiaftics  ;  no  fooner  is  their  firfc  fire  fpent,  than  they 
lofe  their  credit  over  the  paople,  and  leave  them 
under  the  natural  and  beneficent  influence  of  their 
civil  and  moral  obligations. 

At  the  fame  time  that  James  fhocked  in  fo 
violent  a  manner  the  religious  principles  of  hi* 
Scottifh  fubjects,  he  acted  in  oppofition  to  thofe  of 
his  Englifh.  He  had  obferved,  in  his  progrefs 
through  England,  that  a  judaical  obfervance  of  the 
Sunday,  chiefly  by  means  of  the  puritans,  was  every 
day  gaining  ground  throughout  the  kingdom,  and 
that  the  people,  under  colour  of  religion,  were, 
contrary  to  former  practice,  debarred  fuch  fports 
and  recreations  as  contributed  both  to  their  health 
and  their  amufement f.  Feftivals,  which,  in  other 
nations  and  ages,  are  partly  dedicated  to  public 
worfhip,  partly  to  mirth  and  fociety,  were  here 
totally  appropriated  to  the  offices  of  religion,  and 
ferved  to  nourifh  thofe  fullen  and  gloomy  contem- 
plations, to  which  the  people  were,  of  themfelves, 
fo  unfortunately  fubjeft.  The  king  imagined,  that 
it  would  be  eafy  to  infufe  cheerfulnefs  into  this  dark 
fpirit  of  devotion.  He  ilfued  a  proclamation  to 
allow  and  encourage,  after  divine  fervice,  all  kinds 
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CHAP,  of  lawful  games  and  exercifes ;    and,  by  his  an-" 
XLVIL  t  thority,  he  endeavoured  to  give  fanction  to  a  prac- 
l6l7.      tice  which   his  fubjects  regarded  as  the  utmoit  in- 
ftance  of  profanenefs  and  impiety z. 

g  Franklyn,  p.  31.  To  fhew  how  rigid  the  Englifti,  chiefly  the 
puritans,  were  become  in  thispaiticular,  a  bill  was  introduced  into 
the  houfe  of  commons,  in  the  18th  of  tl^e  king,  for  the  more  ftricl 
obfervance  of  the  Sunday,  which  they  affected  to  call  the  Sabbath. 
One  Shepherd  oppofed  this  bill,  objected  to  the  appellation  of  Sab- 
bath as  puritanical,  defended  dancing  by  the  example  of  David,  and 
feems  even  to  have  juftified  fports  on  that  day.  For  this  profanenefs 
he  was  expelled  the  houfe,  by  the  fuggeftiou  of  Mr.  Pym.  The 
houfe  of  lcrds  oppofed  fo  far  this  puritanical  fpirit  of  the  commons, 
that  they  propofed,  that  the  appellation  of  Sabbath  fhould  be  changed 
Into  that  of  the  Lord's  Day.  Journ.  15,  16  Feb.  1620.  28  May 
1621.  In  Shepherd's  fentence,  his  offence  h  laid  by  the  houfe  to  be 
great,  exorbitant,  unparalleled. 
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Sir    Walter    Raleigh's    expedition His    execution 

Jnfurrcclions     in   Bohemia Lofs    of    the 

Palatinate Negotiations    with    Spain A 

parliament Parties Fall   of  Bacon 

Rupture  between  the  king  and  the  commons 

Protejiation  of  the  commons. 
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T  the  time  when  fir  Walter  Raleigh  was  firft   chap. 
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confined  in  the  Tower,  his  violent  and  haughty      

temper  had  rendered  him  the  mod  unpopular  man  1618. 
in  England ;  and  his  condemnation  was  chiefly  u!riW^er 
owing  to  that  public  odium  under  which  he  la-  expedL 
boured.  During  the  thirteen  years  imprifonment  tion« 
which  he  fullered,  the  fentiments  of  the  nation  were 
much  changed  with  regard  to  him.  Men  had  leifure 
to  reflect  on  the  hardfhip,  not  to  fay  injuflice,  of 
his  fentence  ;  they  pitied  his  active  and  enterprifing 
fpirit,  which  languished  in  the  rigours  of  confine- 
ment ;  they  were  (truck  with  the  extenfive  genius 
of  the  man,  who,  being  educated  amidfl  naval  and 
military  enterprifes,  had  furparled,  in  the  purfuits 
of  literature,  even  thofe  of  the  moft  reclufe  and 
fedentary  lives ;  and  they  admired  his  unbroken 
magnanimity,  which,  at  his  age,  and  under  his  cir- 
cumftances,  could  engage  him  to  undertake  and 
execute  fo  great  a  work  as  his  Hiftory  of  the 
World.  To  increafe  thefe  favourable  difpofitions, 
on  which  he  built  the  hopes  of  recovering  his 
liberty,  he  fpread  the  report  of-  a  golden  mine, 
which  he  had  difcovered  in  Guiana,  and  which 
•was  fufficient,  according  to  his  reprefentation,  not 
only  to  enrich  all  the  adventurers,  but  to  af- 
ford 
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CHAP,  ford  immenfe  treafures  to  the  nation.  The  king 
xlviii^  gave  little  credit  to  thefe  mighty  promifes ;  both 
iGi-s.  becaufe  he  believed  that  no  fuch  mine  as  the  one 
defcribed  was  any  where  in  nature,  and  becaufe  he 
confidered  Raleigh  as  a  man  of  defperate  fortunes,- 
whole  bufinefs  it  was,  by  any  means,  to  procure  his 
freedom,  and  to  reinftate  himfelf  in  credit  and  au- 
thority. Thinking,  however,  that  he  had  already 
undergone  fufficient  punifhment,  he  releafed  him 
from  the  Tower  ;  and  when  his  vaunts  of  the  golden* 
mine  had  induced  multitudes  to  engage  with  him, 
the  king  gave  them  permiffion  to  try  the  adventure, 
and,  at  their  defire,  he  conferred  on  Raleigh  autho- 
rity over  his  fellow-adventurers.  Though  flrongly 
folicited,  he  ftill  refufed  to  grant  him  a  pardon, 
which  feemed  a  natural  confequence,  when  he  was 
intruded  with  power  and  command.  But  James 
declared  himfelf  ftill  diffident  of  Raleigh's  inten- 
tions ;  and  he  meant,  he  faid,  to  referve  the  former 
fentcnce,  as  a  check  upon  his  future  behaviour. 

Raleigh  well  knew,  that  it  was  far  from  the 
king's  purpofe  to  invade  any  of  the  Spanifh  fettle- 
ments  :  He  therefore  firmly  denied  that  Spain  had 
planted  any  colonies  on  that  part  of  the  coaft  where 
his  mine  lay.  When  Gondomar,  the  ambaflador  of 
that  nation,  alarmed  at  his  preparations,  carried 
complaints  to  the  king,  Raleigh  ftill  protefted  the 
innocence  of  his  intentions :  And  James  affured 
Gondomar,  that  he  durft  not  form  any  hoflile  at- 
tempt, but  mould  pay  with  his  head  for  lb  audacious 
an  enterprife.  The  minifter,  however,  concluding 
that  twelve  armed  velfels  were  not  fitted  out  without 
ibine  purpofe  of  mvafion,  conveyed  the  intelligence 
to  trie  court  of  Madrid,  who  immediately  gave  or- 
ders for  arming  and  iortifving  all  their  fettlements, 
particularly  thole  along  the  ccafl  of  Guiana. 

Wi-idn  the  courage  and  avarice  of  the  Spaniards 
i  Portugueie  had  dilcovered  fo  many  new  worlds, 

they 
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they  were  refolved  to  fliew  themfelves  fuperior  to  CHAP, 
the  barbarous  heathens  whom  they  invaded,  not  XLVm* 
only  in  arts  and  arms,  but  alfo  in  the  juftice  of  j^. 
the  quarrel :  They  applied  to  Alexander  VI.  who 
then  filled  the  papal  chair  ;  and  he  generoufly  be- 
llowed on  the  Spaniards  the  whole  weftern,  and  on 
the  Portuguefe  the  whole  eaflern  part  of  the  globe. 
The  more  fcrupulous  proteftants,  who  acknowledged 
not  the  authority  of  the  Roman  pontiff,  eftablifhed 
the  firfl  difcovery  as  the  foundation  of  their  title  ; 
and  if  a  pirate  or  fea-adventurer  of  their  nation  had 
but  erected  a  flick  or  ftone  on  the  coaft,  as  a  me- 
morial of  his  taking  pofleffion,  they  concluded  the 
whole  continent  to  belong  to  them,  and  thought 
themfelves  intitled  to  expel  or  exterminate,  as  ufur- 
pers,  the  ancient  pofleflbrs  and  inhabitants.  It 
was  in  this  manner  that  fir  Walter  Raleigh,  about 
twenty-three  years  before,  had  acquired  to  the  crown, 
of  England  a  claim  to  the  continent  of  Guiana,  a 
region  as  large  as  the  half  of  Europe  ;  and  though 
he  had  immediately  left  the  coaft,  yet  he  pretended 
that  the  Englifh  title  to  the  whole  remained  certain 
and  indefeazable.  But  it  had  happened  in  the  mean 
time,  that  the  Spaniards,  not  knowing,  or  not  ac- 
knowledging this  imaginary  claim,  had  taken  pof- 
feffion  of  a  part  of  Guiana,  had  formed  a  fettlement 
on  the  river  Oronooko,  had  built  a  little  town  called 
St.  Thomas,  and  were  there  working  fome  mines  of 
fmall  value. 

To  this  place  Raleigh  directly  f>ent  his  courfe ; 
and,  remaining  himfelf  at  the  mouth  of  the  river 
with  five  of  the  largeft  fhips,  he  fent  up  the  reft  to 
St.  Thomas,  under  the  command  of  his  fon,  and 
of  captain  Keymis,  a  perfon  entirely  devoted  to 
him.  The  Spaniards,  who  had  expected  this  inva- 
fion,  fired  on  the  Englifh  at  their  landing,  were  re- 
pulfed,  and  purfued  into  the  town.  Young  Raleigh, 
to  encourage  his  men,  called  out,  That  this  was  the 
22  true 
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CHA  P.  true  mine,  and  none  but  fools  looked  for  am  other  ;  and 
XLV^1I,i  advancing  upon  the  Spaniards,  received  a  (hot,  of 
1618.  which  he  immediately  expired.  This  difmayed  not 
Keymis  and  the  others.  They  carried  on  the  at- 
tack ;  got  pofieffion  of  the  town,  which  they  after- 
wards reduced  to  allies ;  and  found  not  in  it  any 
thing  of  value. 

Raleigh  did  not  pretend,  that  he  had  himfelf 
feen  the  mine,  which  he  had  engaged  fo  many  peo- 
ple to  go  in  quell  of :  It  was  Keymis,  he  faid,  who 
had  formerly  discovered  it,  and  had  brought  him 
that  lump  of  ore,  which  promii'ed  fuch  immenfc 
treaiures.  Yet  Keymis,  who  owned  that  he  was 
within  two  hours'  march  of  the  place,  refufed,  on 
the  mod  abfurd  pretences,  to  take  any  effectual  Hep 
towards  finding  it ;  and  he  returned  immediately  to 
Raleigh,  with  the  melancholy  news  of  his  fon's  death, 
and  the  ill  fuccefs  of  the  enterprise.  Senfible  to  re- 
proach, and  dreading  punimment  for  his  behaviour, 
Keymis,  in  defpair,  retired  into  his  cabin,  and  put 
an  end  to  his  own  life. 

The  other  adventurers  now  concluded,  that  they 
were  deceived  by  Raleigh  ;  that  he  never  had  known 
of  any  fuch  mine  as  he  pretended  to  go  in  fearch  of  jj 
that  his  intention  had  ever  been  to  plunder  St.  Tho- 
mas ;  and  having  encouraged  his  company  by  the 
fpoils  of  that  place,  to  have  thence  proceeded  to 
the  invafion  of  the  other  Spanifh  Settlements ;  that 
he  expected  to  repair  his  ruined  fortunes  by  fuch 
daring  enterprises  ;  and  that  he  trailed  to  the  money 
he  mould  acquire,  for  making  his  peace  with  Eng- 
land ;  or  if  that  view  failed  him,  that  he  purpofed 
to  retire  into  fome  other  country,  where  his  riches 
would  fecure  his  retreat. 

The  fmal)  acquisitions  gained  by  the  fack  of  St. 
Thomas,  diScouragcd  Raleigh's  companions  from 
entering  into  thefe  views  ;  though  there  were  many 
circumitanccs   in  the  treaty  and  late  transactions 
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between  the  nations,  which  might  invite  them  to  crH  A  p- 
engage  in  fuch  a  piratical  war  againft  the  Spaniards.  . 

When  England  made  peace  with  Spain,  the  161S 
example  of  Henry  IV.  was  imitated,  who,  as  the 
treaty  of  Vervins,  finding  a  difficulty  in  adjufting 
all  queftions  with  regard  to  the  Indian  trade,  had 
agreed  to  pafs  over  that  article  in  total  filence.  The 
Spaniards  having,  all  along,  publifhed  fevere  edicts 
againft  the  intercourfe  of  any  European  nation  with 
their  colonies,  interpreted  this  filence  in  their  own 
favour,  and  confidered  it  as  a  tacit  acquiefcence  of 
England,  in  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  Spain.  The 
Englifh,  on  the  contrary,  pretended  that,  as  they 
had  never  been  excluded  by  any  treaty  from  com- 
merce with  any  part  of  the  king  of  Spain's  domi- 
nions, it  was  {till  as  lawful  for  them  to  trade  with 
his  fettlements  in  either  Indies,  as  with  his  European 
territories.  In  confequence  of  this  ambiguity,  many 
adventurers  from  England  failed  to  the  Spanifh 
Indies,  and  met  with  fevere  punifhment  when 
caught ;  as  they,  on  the  other  hand,  often  ftole, 
and,  when  fuperior  in  power,  forced  a  trade  with 
the  inhabitants,  and  refilled,  nay  fometimes  plun- 
dered, the  Spanifh  governors.  Violences  of  this 
nature,  which  had  been  carried  to  a  great  height 
on  both  fides,  it  was  agreed  to  bury  in  total  oblivion  ; 
becaufe  of  the  difficulty  which  was  found  in  reme- 
dying them,  upon  any  fixed  principles. 

But  as  there  appeared  a  great  difference  between 
private  adventurers  m  fingle  mips,  and  a  fleet  acting 
under  a  royal  commiffion,  Raleigh's  companions 
thought  it  fafeft  to  return  immediately  to  England, 
and  carry  him  along  with  them  to  anfwer  for  his 
conduct.  It  appears  that  he  employed  many  arti- 
fices, firfh  to  engage  them  to  attack  the  Spanim  fet- 
tlements, and,  failing  of  that,  to  make  his  efcape 
into  France  :  But  all  thefe  proving  unfuccefsful,  he 
was  delivered  into  the  king's  hands,  and   ftrictly 

Vol.  VI.  H  examined, 
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chap,  exdmined,  as  well  as  his  fellow-adventurers,  before 
Lviii.  j^g  privy_cour.cii#  i'he  council,  upon  inquiry, 
j,6is.  found  no  difficulty  in  pronouncing,  that  the  former 
fufpicions,  with  regard  to  Raleigh's  intentions,  had 
been  well  grounded  ;  that  he  had  abufed  the  king  in 
the  reprefentations  which  he  had  made  of  his  pro- 
jected adventure  ;  that,  contrary  to  his  inftructions, 
he  had  acted  in  an  ofFenfive  and  hoftile  manner 
againft  his  majefty's  allies ;  and  that  he  had  wilfully 
burned  and  destroyed  a  town  belonging  to  the  king 
of  Spain.  He  might  have  been  tried,  either  by 
common  law  for  this  act  of  violence  and  piracy,  or 
by  martial  law  for  breach  of  orders  ;  But  it  was  an 
eftabliffied  principle  among  lawyers  ?,    that    as    he 

,  lay  under  an  actual  attainder  for  high  treafon,  he 

could  not  be  brought  to  a  new  trial  for  any  other 
prime.  To  fatisfy,  therefore,  the  court  of  Spain, 
which  raifed  the  loudeft  complaints  againft  him,  the 
king  made  ufe  of  that  power  which  he  had  purpofely 
referved  in  his  own  hands,  and  figned  the  warrant 
for  his  execution  upon  his  former  fentence  h. 

Raleigh,  finding  his  fate  inevitable,  collected 
all  his  courage  :  And  though  he  had  formerly  made 
ufe  of  many  mean  artifices,  fuch  as  feigning  mad- 
nefs,  ficknefs,  and  a  variety  of  difeafes,  in  order  to 
protract,  his  examination  and  procure  his  efcape,  he 
now  refolved  to  act  his  part  with  bravery  and  refo- 
lution.  'Tis  a  Jharp  remedy,  he  faid,  but  a  f ure  one 
for  all  ills,  when  he  felt  the  edge  of  the  ax  by  which 
he  was  to  be  beheaded  '.  His  harangue  to  the  people 
was  calm  and  eloquent  :  and  he  endeavoured  to  re- 
venge himfelf,  and  to  load  his  enemies  with  the 
public  hatred,  by  ftrong  arleverations  of  facts}  which, 
to  fay  the  leaft,  may  be  efteemed  very  dcubtful k. 

s  See  this  matter  difcufied  in  Bacon's  Letters,  publt^ed  by  Dr. 
Birch,  p.  tR:.  b  See  note  [I]  at  (he  end  of  the  volume. 

i  Franklyn,  p.  3:.  k  He  a'ferted  in  the  moft  iblemn  manner,  that 
he  had  no  wife  contributed  to  Eflex's  death :  But  the  laft  letter  in. 
Muiden's  Collection  contains  the  flrongeft  proof  of  the  contrary. 
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With  the  utmoft  indifference,  he  laid  his  head  upon  c  tt  a  p. 
the  block,  and  received  the  fatal   blow.     And  in   XIj,vl!I- 
his   death  there  appeared  the  fame  great,  but  ill-      l6]g. 
regulated  mind,  which,  during  his  life,  had  diipiayed  *4&p&. 
itfelf  in  all  his  conduct  and  behaviour.  execution. 

No  meafure  of  James's  reign  was  attended  with 
more  public  dilfatisfaction  than  the  puniihment  of 
fir  Walter  Raleigh.  To  execute  a  fentence  which 
was  originally  fo  hard,  which  had  been  fo  long 
fufpended,  and  which  feemed  to  have  been  tacitly 
pardoned,  by  conferring  on  him  a  new  trufl:  and 
com  million,  was  deemed  an  inltance  of  cruelty  and 
injuflice.  To  facrifice,  to  a  concealed  enemy  of 
England,  the  life  of  the  only  man  in  the  nation  who 
had  a  high  reputation  for  valour  and  military  expe- 
rience, was  regarded  as  meannefs  and  indifcretion : 
And  the  intimate  connexions  which  the  king  was 
now  entering  into  with  Spain,  being  univerfaily  dif- 
tafleful,  rendered  this  proof  of  his  complaifance  ilill 
more  invidious  and  unpopular. 

James  had  entertained  an  opinion,  which  was  pe- 
culiar to  himfelf,  and  which  had  been  adopted  by 
none  of  his  predecefTors,  that  any  alliance,  below 
that  of  a  great  king,  was  unworthy  of  a  prince  of 
Wales ;  and  he  never  would  allow  any  princeis  but 
a  daughter  of  France  or  Spain  to  be  mentioned  as  a 
match  for  his  fon '.  This  inftance  of  pride,  which 
really  implies  meannefs,  as  if  he  could  receive  ho- 
nour from  any  alliance,  was  fo  well  known,  that 
Spain  had  founded  on  it  the  hopes  of  governing,  in 
the  moft  important  tranfactions,  this  monarch,  fo 
little  celebrated  for  politics  or  prudence.  During 
the  life  of  Henry,  the  king  of  Spain  had  dropped 
fome  hints  of  bellowing  on  that  prince  his  eldeft 
daughter,  whom  he  afterwards  difpofed  of  in  mar- 
riage to  the  young  king  of  France,  Lewis  XIII. 
At  that  time  the  views  of  the  Spaniards  were  to 

l  JCennet,  p.  703.  748. 
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c  H  A  p.  engage  James  into  a  neutrality  with  regard  to  the 
^  j^j  fuccellion  of  Cleves,  which  was  difputed  between 
the  proteftant  and  popilh  line™-.  But  the  bait  did 
not  then  take;  and  James,  in  confequence  of  his 
alliance  with  the  Dutch,  and  with  Henry  IV.  of 
France,  marched n  four  thoufand  men  under  the 
command  of  fir  Edward  Cecil,  who  joined  thefe 
two  powers,  and  put  the  marquefs  of  Brandenburgh 
and  the  palatine  of  Newbourgh  in  poffeffion  of  that 
dutchy. 

Gondomar  was,  at  this  time,  the  Spanifh  am- 
baffador  in  England  ;  a  man  whofe  flattery  was  the 
more  artful,  becaufe  covered  with  the  appearance  of 
franknefs  and  fincerity ;  whofe  politics  were  the 
more  dangerous,  becaufe  difguifed  under  the  mafk 
of  mirth  and  pleafantry.  He  now  made  offer  of 
the  fecond  daughter  of  Spain  to  prince  Charles  ; 
and,  that  he  might  render  the  temptation  irrefiftible 
to  the  necefhtous  monarch,  he  gave  hopes  of  an 
immenfe  fortune,  which  would  attend  the  princefs. 
The  court  of  Spain,  though  determined  to  contract 
no  alliance  with  a  heretic  °,  entered  into  negociations, 
with  James,  which  they  artfully  protracted,  and, 
amidft  every  difappointment,  they  ftill  redoubled 
his  hopes  of  fuccefs  p.  The  tranfadtions  in  Ger- 
many, fo  important  to  the  Auflrian  greatnefs,  be- 
came every  day  a  new  motive  for  this  duplicity  of 
conduct. 

In  that  great  revolution  of  manners  which  hap- 
pened during  the  fixteenth  and  the  feventeenth  cen- 
turies, the  only  nations  who  had  the  honourable, 
though  often  melancholy  advantage,  of  making  an 
effort  for  their  expiring  privileges,  were  fuch  as,  to- 
gether with  the  principles  of  civil  liberty,  were  ani- 
mated with  a  zeal  for  religious  parties  and  opinions. 
Befides  the  irrefiftible  force  of  ftanding  armies,  the 
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European  princes  pofieffed  this  advantage,  that  they  chap. 
were  defcended  from  the  ancient  royal  families ;  that  ^^^j 
they  continued  the  fame  appellations  of  magistrates,  ^is. 
the  fame  appearance  of  civil  government ;  and  re- 
training themfelves  by  all  the  forms  of  legal  admi- 
nistration, could  infenfibly  impofe  the  yoke  on  their 
unguarded  fubjecls.  Even  the  German  nations,  who 
formerly  broke  the  Roman  chains,  and  reStored 
liberty  to  mankind,  now  loft  their  own  liberty,  and 
faw  with  grief  the  abfolute  authority  of  their  princes 
firmly  eftablifhed  among  them.  In  their  circum- 
itances,  nothing  but  a  pious  zeal,  which  difregards 
all  motives  of  human  prudence,  could  have  made 
them  entertain  hopes  of  preferving  any  longer  thofe 
privileges  which  their  ancestors,  through  fo  many 
ages,  had  tranfmitted  to  them. 

As  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  throughout  all  her 
extenfive  dominions,  had  ever  made  religion  the 
pretence  for  her  ufurpations,  fhe  now  met  with 
refiftance  from  a  like  principle  ;  and  the  catholic 
religion,  as  ufual,  had  ranged  itfelf  on  the  fide  of 
monarchy ;  the  proteftant,  on  that  of  liberty.  The 
States  of  Bohemia,  having  taken  arms  againfl  the 
emperor  Matthias,  continued  their  revolt  againSt  his 
fuccefTor  Ferdinand,  and  claimed  the  obfervance  of 
all  the  edi&s  enafted  in  favour  of  the  new  religion, 
together  with  the  restoration  of  their  ancient  laws 
and  constitution.  The  neighbouring  principalities, 
Silefia,  Moravia,  Lufatia,  Auftria,  even  the  king- 
dom of  Hungary,  took  part  in  the  quarrel ;  and 
throughout  all  thefe  populous  and  martial  provinces, 
the  fpirit  of  difcord  and  civil  war  had  univerfally 
difFufed  itfelf0. 

Ferdinand  II.  who  poiTeSTed  more  vigour  and      lCz3- 
greater  abilities,  though  not  more  lenity  and  mode- 
ration, than  are  ufual  with  the  AuStrian   princes, 
itrongly  armed  himfelf  for  the  recovery  of  his  au- 

°-  R-iniworth,  vol.  i.  p.  7,  ?. 
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chap,  tho'rity ;  and,  befides  employing  the  afTifiance  of  ms 
xlvhi.  fu'bjefts,  who  profeffed  the  ancient  religion,  he  en- 
1610.  guSed  on  ms  h^e  a  powerful  alliance  of  the  neigh- 
bouring potentates.  All  the  catholic  princes  of  the. 
empire  had  embraced  his  defence ;  even  Saxony, 
the  moft  powerful  of  the  proteftant  :  Poland  had 
declared  itfelf  in  his  favour  r ;  and,  above  all,  the 
Spanifh  monarch,  deeming  his  own  interefl  clofely 
connected  with  that  of  the  younger  branch  of  his 
family,  prepared  powerful  fuccours  from  Italy,  and 
from  the  Low  Countries  ;  and  he  alfo  advanced 
large  (urns  for  the  fupport  of  Ferdinand  and  of  the 
catholic  religion. 

The  flates  of  Bohemia,  alarmed  at  thefe  mighty 
preparations,  began  alfo  to  folicit  foreign  afTifiance  ; 
and,  together  with  that  fupport  which  they  obtained 
from  the  evangelical  union  in  Germany,  they  en- 
deavouredtoeftabliih  connexions  with  greater  princes. 
They  calf  their  eyes  on  Frederic,  elector  palatine. 
They  confidered,  that  befides  commanding  no  defpi- 
cable  force  of  his  own,  he  was  fon-in-law  to  the  king 
of  England,  and  nephew  to  prince  Maurice,  whole 
authority  was  become  almoft  abfolute  in  the  United 
Provinces.  They  hoped  that  thefe  princes,  moved 
by  the  connexions  of  blood,  as  well  as  by  the  tie  of 
their  common  religion,  would  interefl  themfelves  in 
all  the  fortunes  of  Frederic,  and  would  promote  his" 
greatnefs.  They  therefore  made  him  a  tender  of 
their  crown,  which  they  confidered  as  elective ;  and 
the  young  palatine,  ftimulated  by  ambition,  without 
conliilting  either  James  s  or  Maurice,  whofe  oppofi- 
tion  he  forefaw,  immediately  accepted  the  offer,  and 
marched  all  his  forces  into  Bohemia,  in  fupport  of 
his  new  fubjecls. 

The  news  of  thefe  events  no  fooner  reached  Eng- 
land, than  the  whole  kingdom  was  on  fire  to  engage 
in  the  quarrel.  Scarcely  was  the  ardour  greater,  with 

r  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  13,  14.  »  Franklyn,  p.  49. 
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winch  all  the  {fates  of  Europe,  in  former  ages,  flew  c  H  A  p. 
to  refcue  the  holy  land  from  the  dominion  of  infi-  XLYiil. 
dels.  The  nation  was,  as  yet,  fmcerely  attached  to  '"""^Tr-* 
the  blood  of  their  monarchs,  and  they  confidered 
their  connexion  with  the  palatine,  who  had  manied 
a  daughter  of  England,  as  very  clofe  and  intimate. 
And  when  they  heard  of  catholics  carrying  on  wars 
and  perfecutions  agaiiifl  proteftants,  they  thought 
their  own  intereft  deeply  concerned,  and  regarded 
their  neutrality  as  a  bafe  defertion  of  the  caufe  of 
God,  and  of  his  holy  religion.  In  fuch  a  quarrel, 
they  would  gladly  have  marched  to  the  oppofite  ex- 
tremity of  Europe,  have  plunged  themlelves  into  a 
chaos  of  German  politics,  and  have  expended  all  the 
blood  and  treafure  of  the  nation,  by  maintaining  a 
contefl  with  the  whole  houfe  of  Auflria,  at  the  very 
time,  and  in  the  very  place,  in  which  it  was  the 
moil  potent,  and  almoft  irrefiilible. 

But  James,  befides  that  his  temper  was  too  little 
enterpriiing  for  fuch  vafl  undertakings,  was  re- 
Itrained  by  another  motive,  which  had  a  mighty 
influence  over  him :  He  refufed  to  patronize  the  re- 
volt of  fubjecls  againil  their  fovereign.  From  the 
very  firft  he  denied  to  his  fon-in-law  the  title  of 
King  of  Bohemia [ :  He  forbade  him  to  be  prayed  for 
in  the  churches  under  that  appellation  :  And  though 
he  owned  that  he  had  howiie  examined  the  preten- 
fions,  privileges,  and  conftitution  of  the  revolted 
ftates ,J,  fo  exalted  was  his  idea  of  the  rights  of  kings, 
that  he  concluded  fubjects  muft  ever  be  m  the  wrong, 
when  they  flood  in  oppofition  to  thofe  who  had  ac- 
quired or  afiumed  that  majeftic  title.  Thus,  even 
in  meafures  founded  on  true  politics,  James  inter- 
mixed fo  many  narrow  prejudices,  as  diminifhed  his 
authority,  and  expofed  him  to  the  imputation  of 
weaknefs  and  error. 

'  Rnflmorth,  vol.  i.  p.  12,  13.  u  Frar.kiyni  p.  48. 
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chap.       Meanwhile   affairs  every  where  haftened  to  a 
xlviii.    crifls.     Ferdinand  levied  a  great  force,  under  the 

'"Tfoo.  command  of  the  duke  of  Bavaria  'and  the  count  of 
Bucquoy  ;  and  advanced  upon  his  enemy  in  Bohe- 
mia. In  the  Low  Countries,  Spinola  collected  a 
veteran  army  of  thirty  thoufand  men.  When  Ed- 
monds, the  king's  refident  at  Bruifels,  made  remon- 
strances to  the  archduke  Albert,  he  was  anfwered, 
that  the  orders  for  this  armament  had  been  trans- 
mitted to  Spinola  from  Madrid,  and  that  he  alone 
knew  the  fecret  destination  of  it.  Spinola  again  told 
the  minifter,  that  his  orders  were  (till  fealed ;  but, 
if  Edmonds  would  accompany  him  in  his  march 
to  Coblentz,  he  would  there  open  them,  and  give 
him  full  Satisfaction  w.  It  was  more  eafy  to  fee  his 
intentions,  than  to  prevent  their  fuccefs.  Almoft  at 
one  time,  it  was  known  in  England  that  Frederic, 
being  defeated  in  the  great  and  decifive  battle  of 
Prague,  had  fled  with  his  family  into  Holland,  and 

Lofp°if  •    tha1  Spinola  had  invaded  the  Palatinate,  and,  meet- 

nate.  **  "  ing  witn  no  reiiftance,  except  from  fome  princes  of 
the  union,  and  from  one  Englim  regiment  of  2400 
men,  commanded  by  the  brave  fir  Horace  Vere  % 
had,  in  a  little  time,  reduced  the  greater  part  of  that 
principality. 

High  were  now  the  murmurs  and  complaints 
againft  the  king's  neutrality  and  unactive  difpofition. 
The  happinefs  and  tranquillity  of  their  own  country 
became  diftafleful  to  the  Engliih,  when  they  reflected 
on  the  grievances  and  diftrefles  of  their  proteftaiu 
brethren  in  Germany.  They  confidered  not,  that 
their  interpofition  in  the  wars  of  the  continent, 
though  agreeable  to  religious  zeal,  could  not,  at 
that  time,  be  juitified  by  any  found  maxims  of 
politics ;  that,  however  exorbitant  the  Auftrian 
greatnefs,  the  danger  was  iiii!  too  diftant  to  give 
any  jult  alarm  to  England ;  that  mighty  refinance 

w  Franklyn,  p.  44.    Rtifliwttrth,  vol.  i.  p.  14. 

x  Ibid.  p.  4t,  43>    Rulhworth,  vol,  i.  p.  15.    Rennet,  p.  7*3- 
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would  yet  be  made  by  fo  many  potent  and  warlike  chap. 
princes  and  dates  in  Germany,  ere  they  would  yield  xlviii. 
their  neck  to  the  yoke  j  that  France,  now  engaged  l62c 
to  contract  a  double  alliance  with  the  Auftrian 
family,  muft  neceflarily  be  foon  roufed  from  her 
lethargy,  and  oppofe  the  progrefs  of  fo  hated  a 
rival  ;  that  in  the  farther  advance  of  conquefts, 
even  the  interefts  of  the  two  branches  of  that  am- 
bitious family  muft  interfere,  and  beget  mutual 
jealoufy  and  oppofition  ;  that  a  land-war,  carried  on 
at  fuch  a  diftance,  would  wafte  the  blood  and  trea- 
fure  of  the  Englim  nation,  without  any  hopes  of 
fuccefs  ;  that  a  lea-war  indeed,  might  be  both  fafe 
and  fuccefsful  againft  Spain,  but  would  not  affect 
the  enemy  in  fuch  vital  parts  as  to  make  them  flop 
their  career  of  fuccefs  in  Germany,  and  abandon  all 
their  acquifitions  ;  and  that  the  profpect  of  reco- 
vering the  Palatinate  being  at  prefent  defperate,  the 
affair  was  reduced  to  this  fimple  queflion,  whether 
peace  and  commerce  with  Spain,  or  the  uncertain 
hopes  of  plunder  and  of  conqueft  in  the  Indies,  were 
preferable  ?  a  queflion  which,  at  the  beginning  of 
the  king's  reign,  had  already  been  decided,  and 
perhaps  with  reafon,  in  favour  of  the  former  ad- 
vantages. 

James  might  have  defended  his  pacific  meafures,  Negotia- 
by  fuch  plaufible  arguments  :  But  thefe,  though  the  V0".53  with 
chief,  feem  not  to  have  been  the  fole  motives  which 
fwayed  him.  He  had  entertained  the  notion,  that, 
as  his  own  juftice  and  moderation  had  fhone  out 
fo  confpicuoufly  throughout  all  thefe  tranfactions, 
the  whole  houfe  of  Auftria,  though  not  awed  by 
the  power  of  England,  would  willingly,  from  mere 
refpect  to  his  virtue,  fubmit  themfelves  to  fo  equi- 
table an  arbitration.  He  flattered  himfelf  that, 
after  he  had  formed  an  intimate  connection  with 
the  Spanifh  monarch,  by  means  of  his  fon's  mar- 
riage, the  reftitution  of  the  Palatinate  might  be 
ij  procured, 
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procured,  from  the  motive  alone  of  friendfhip  and 
perfonal  attachment.  He  perceived  not,  that  his 
una&ive  virtue,  the  more  it  was  extolled,  the 
greater  difregard  was  it  expofed  to.  He  was  not 
fenfible  that  the  Spanifh  match  was  itfelf  attended 
with  fuch  difficulties,  that  all  his  art  of  negotiation 
would  fcarcely  be  able  to  furmount  them ;  much 
lefs,  that  this  match  could  in  good  policy  be  de- 
pended on,  as  the  means  of  procuring  fuch  extra- 
ordinary advantages.  His  unwarlike  difpofition,  in- 
creafed  by  age,  riveted  him  (till  fader  in  his  errors, 
and  determined  him  to  feek  the  reftoration  of  his 
fon-in-law,  by  remonftrances  and  entreaties,  by  ar- 
guments and  embaffies,  rather  than  by  blood  and 
violence.  And  the  fame  defect  of  courage  which 
held  him  in  awe  of  foreign  nations,  made  him 
likewife  afraid  of  fhockingthe  prejudices  of  his  own 
fubjecls,  and  kept  him  from  openly  avowing  the 
meafures  which  he  was  determined  to  purfue.  Or, 
perhaps,  he  hoped  to  turn  thefe  prejudices  to  ac- 
count ;  and,  by  their  means,  engage  his  people  to 
furnifh  him  with  fupplies,, of  which  their  exceilive 
frugality  had  hitherto  made  them  fo  fparing  and 
referved  y. 

He  firft  tried  the  expedient  of  a  benevolence  of 
free-gift  from  individuals ;  pretending  the  urgency 
of  the  cafe,  which  would  not  admit  of  leifure  for 
any  other  meafure  :  But  the  jealoufy  of  liberty  was 
now  roufed,  and  the  nation  regarded  thefe  pre- 
tended benevolences  as  real  extortions,  contrary  to 
law,  and  dangerous  to  freedom,  however  authorifed 
by  ancient  precedent.  A  parliament  was  found  to 
be  the  only  refource  which  could  furnifh  any  large 
fupplies ;  and  writs  were  accordingly  iifued  for  fum- 
moning  that  great  council  of  the  nation z. 

In  this  parliament  there  appeared,  at  firft,  no* 
ifthjuite.  thing  but  duty  and  fubmiffion  on  the  part  of  the 
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commons  ;  and  they  feemed  determined  to  facrifice  chap. 
every  thing,  in  order  to  maintain  a  good  correfpond-    XLvIII; 
ence    with   their  prince.      They  would    allow    no  u  76*21. 
mention  to  be   made  of  the  new  cuiloms    or   im- 
pofitions,  which  had  been  fo  eagerly  difputed  in  the 
former    parliament a :    The    imprilbnment    of   the 
members    of   that    parliament  was  here,  by  fome, 
complained  of ;  but,  by  the  authority  of  the  graver 
and  more  prudent  part  of  the  houfe,  that  grievance 
was  buried  in  oblivion  b :  And,  being  informed  that 
the  king  had  remitted  feveral  confiderable  fums  to 
the  palatine,    the   commons,    without  a    negative, 
voted  him  two  fubfidies  c ;  and  that  too,  at  the  very 
beginning  of  the  feffion,  contrary  to  the  maxims  fre- 
quently adopted  by  their  predecefTors. 

Afterwards,  they  proceeded,  but  in  a  very 
temperate  manner,  to  the  examination  of  grievances. 
They  found,  that  patents  had  been  granted  to  fir 
Giles  MompefTon  and  fir  Francis  Michel,  for  li- 
cenfing  inns  and  ale-houfes ;  that  great  fums  of  money 
had  been  exacted,  under  pretext  of  thefe  licences ; 
and  that  fuch  inn-keepers  as  prefumed  to  continue 
their  bufmefs,  without  fatisfying  the  rapacity  of 
the  patentees,  had  been  feverely  punifhed  by  fine, 
imprifonment,  and  vexatious  profecutions. 

The  fame  perfons  had  alfo  procured  a  patent, 
which  they  fhared  with  fir  Edward  Villiers,  brother 
to  Buckingham,  for  the  fole  making  of  gold  and 
filver  thread  and  lace,  and  had  obtained  very  ex- 
traordinary powers  for  preventing  any  rivalfhip»in 
thefe  manufactures :  They  were  armed  with  authority 
to  fearch  for  all  goods,  which  might  interfere  with 
'their  patent ;  and  even  to  punifh,  at  their  own  will 
and  difcretion,  the  makers,  importers,  and  venders 
of  fuch  commodities.  Many  had  grievoufly  fuf- 
fered  by  this  exorbitant  jurifdi&ion  ;    and  the  lace 

.  a  Journ.  5  Dec.  i6?r.  t»  Journ.  jz,  16  Feb.  1620. 

" "  c  Jo'urn.  i6Feb.i6;o. 
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which  had  been  manufactured  by  the  patentees 
was  univerfally  found  to  be  adulterated,  and  to  be 
compofed  more  of  copper  than  of  the  precious 
metals. 

These  grievances  the  commons  reprefented  to 
the  king ;  and  they  met  with  a  very  gracious  and 
very  cordial  reception.  He  feemed  even  thankful 
for  the  information  given  him ;  and  declared  him- 
felf  afhamed,  that  fuch  abufes,  unknowingly  to  him, 
had  creeped  into  his  adminiflration.  "  I  allure 
"  you,"  faid  he,  "  had  I  before  heard  thefe  things 
"  complained  of,  I  would  have  done  the  office  of 
"  a  jult  king,  and  out  of  parliament  have  punifhed 
"  them,  as  feverely,  and  peradventure  more,  than 
"  you  now  intend  to  do  d."  A  fentence  was  palled 
for  the  punifhment  of  Michel  and  MompefTon  e.  It 
was  executed  on  the  former.  The  latter  broke 
prifon  and  efcaped.  Villiers  was,  at  that  time,  fent 
purpofely  on  a  foreign  employment ;  and  his  guilt 
being  leis  enormous,  or  lefs  apparent,  than  that  of 
the  others,  he  was  the  more  eafily  protected  by  the 
credit  of  his  brother  Buckingham  f. 

Encouraged  by  this  fuccefs,  the  commons  car- 
ried their  fcrutiny,  and  flill  with  a  refpedful  hand, 
into  other  abufes  of  importance.  The  great  feal 
was,  at  that  lime,  in  the  hands  of  the  celebrated 
Bacon,  created  vifcount  St.  Albans  ;  a  man  univer- 
fally admired  for  the  greatnefs  of  his  genius,  and 
beloved  for  the  courteoufnefs  and  humanitv  of  his 
behaviour.     He  was  the  great  ornament  of  his  ao-e 

d  Franklyn,  p.  51.    Rnfhworth,  p.  25.  c  Franklyn,  p.  52. 

Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  27. 

f  Yelverton,the  attorney-general,  was  accufed  by  the  commons  for 
drawing  the  patents  for  thefe  monopolies,  and  for  i'upporting  them. 
Heapologifed  for  himfelf,  that  he  was  forced  by  Buckingham,  and 
that  he  fuppofed  it  to  be  the  kings  pleafure.  The  lords  were  lb 
offended  at  thefe  articles  of  defence,  though  necefiary  to  the  attorney- 
general,  that  they  fined  him  10  oco  pounds  to  the  king,  5000  to  the 
duke.  The  fines,  however,  were  afterwards  remitted.  Franklyn, 
p.  j 5.    Ruihworth,  vol.  i.  p.  31,  3Zj  &C. 
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and  nation  ;  and  nought  was  wanting  to  render  him  chap- 
the  ornament  of  human  nature  itfelf,  but  that  XLVin- 
ftrength  of  mind  which  might  check  his  intemperate  l62I. 
defire  of  preferment,  that  could  add  nothing  to  his 
dignity,  and  might  reflrain  his  profufe  inclination  to 
expence,  that  could  be  requifite  neither  for  his 
honour  nor'entertainment.  His  want  of  ceconomy, 
and  his  indulgence  to  fervants,  had  involved  him  in 
neceffities ;  and,  in  order  to  fupply  his  prodigality, 
he  had  been  tempted  to  take  bribes,  by  the  title  of 
prefents,  and  that  in  a  very  open  manner,  from 
iuitors  in  chancery.  It  appears  that  it  had  been 
uiual  for  former  chancellors  to  take  prefents  ;  and 
it  is  pretended  that  Bacon,  who  followed  the  fame 
dangerous  practice,  had  (till,  in  the  feat  of  juflice, 
preferved  the  integrity  of  a  judge,  and  had  given 
juft  decrees  againit  thofe  very  perfons,  from  whom 
he  had  received  the  wages  of  iniquity.  Complaints 
rofe  the  louder  on  that  account,  and  at  laft  reached 
the  houfe  of  commons,  who  fent  up  an  impeachment 
againft  him  to  the  peers.  The  chancellor,  con- 
fcious  of  guilt,  deprecated  the  vengeance  of  his 
judges,  and  endeavoured,  by  a  general  avowal,  to 
efcape  the  confufion  of  a  finder  inquiry.  The 
lords  infilled  on  a  particular  confeffion  of  all  his 
corruptions.  He  acknowledged  twenty-eight  articles; 
and  was  fentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of  40,000  pounds, 
to  be  imprifoned  in  the  Tower  during  the  king's 
pleafure,  to  be  for  ever  incapable  of  any  office,  place, 
or  employment,  and  never  again  to  fit  in  parliament, 
or  come  within  the  verge  of  the  court. 

This  dreadful  fentence,  dreadful  to  a  man  of 
nice  fenfibility  to  honour,  he  furvived  five  years ; 
and,  being  releafed  in  a  little  time  from  the  Tower, 
his  genius,  yet  unbroken,  fupported  itfelf  amidfr.  in- 
volved circumftances  and  a  depreffed  fpirit,  and 
fhone  out  in  literary  productions,  which  have  made 
his   guilt  or  weakneffes  be  forgotten  or  overlooked 

by 
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c  H  A  p.  by  pofterity.  In  confideration  of  his  great  merit, 
l'  the  king  remitted  his  fine,  as  well  as  all  the  other 
xfau  parts  of  his  fentence,  conferred  on  him  a  large  pen- 
lion  of  1800  pounds  a-year,  and  employed  every 
expedient  to  alleviate  the  weight  of  his  age  and 
misfortunes.  And  that  great  philofopher,  at  laft, 
acknowledged  with  regret,  that  he  had  too  long 
neglected  the  true  ambition  of  a  fine  genius  ;  and 
by  plunging  into  bufmefs  and  affairs,  which  required 
much  lefs  capacity,  but  greater  firmnefs  of  mind, 
than  the  purfuits  of  learning,  had  expofed  himfelf 
to  fuch  grievous  calamities  s. 

o 

The  commons  had  entertained  the  idea,  that 
they  were  the  great  patrons  of  the  people,  and  that 
the  redrefs  of  all  grievances  mull  proceed  from 
them ;  and  to  this  principle  they  were  chiefly  be- 
holden for  the  regard  and  confideration  of  the 
public.  In  the  execution  of  this  office,  they  now 
kept  their  ears  open  to  complaints  of  every  kind ; 
and  they  carried  their  refearches  into  many  griev- 
ances, which,  though  of  no  great  importance,  could 
not  be  touched  on,  without  fenfibly  affecting  the 
king  and  his  minifters*  The  prerogative  feemed 
every  moment  to  be  invaded ;  the  king's  authority, 
in  every  article,  was  difputed ;  and  James,  who 
was  willing  to  correct,  the  abufes  of  his  power,  would 
not  fubmit  to  have  his  power  itfelf  queftioned  and 
denied.  After  the  houfe,  therefore.,  had  fitten  near 
fix  months,  and  had,  as  yet,  brought  no  confider- 
able  bufinefs  to  a  full  conclufion,  the  king  refolved, 
under  pretence  of  the  advanced  feafon,  to  interrupt 
their  proceedings ;  and  he  fent  them  word,  that  he 
was  determined,  in  a  little  time,  to  adjourn  them  till 
next  winter.    The  commons  made  application  to  the 

s  It  is  thought,  that  appeals  from  chancery  to  the  houfe  of  peers 
'firft  came  into  practice,  while  Bacon  held  the  great  feal.  Appeals, 
tinder  the  form  of  writs  of  error,  had  long  before  lain  againft  the 
courts  of  Jaw.    Blacjkftone's  Commentary,  vol.  iii.  p.  454. 
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lords,  and  defired  them  to  join  in  a  petition  for  de-  cha  P. 
laying  the  adjournment ;  which  was  refufed  by  the  ^^TJ^j 
upper  houfe.    »The  king  regarded  this  project  of     j6ji. 
a  joint  petition  as  an  attempt  to  force  him  from 
his  meafures :    He  thanked  the  peers  for  their  re- 
iufal  to  concur  in  it,  and  told  them,  that,  if  it  were 
their  defire,  he  would  delay  the  adjournment,  but 
would  not  fo   far  comply  with  the  requeft  of  the 
lower  houfe  h.     And  thus,  in  thefe  great  national 
affairs,  the  fame  peevifhnefs,  which,  in  private  al- 
tercations, often  raifes  a  quarrel  from  the  fmalleft 
beginnings,  produced  a  mutual  coldnefs  and  difguft 
between  the  king  and  the  commons. 

During  the  recefs  of  parliament,  the  king  ufed  Rupture 
every  meafure  to  render  himfelf  popular  with  the  [£*  ^"™ 
nation,  and  to  appeafe  the  rifing  ill-humour  of  their  and  the 
reprefentatives.  He  had  voluntarily  offered  the  commons, 
parliament  to  circumfcribe  his  own  prerogative,  and 
to  abrogate  for  the  future  his  power  of  granting 
monopolies.  He  now  recalled  all  the  patents  of 
that  kind,  and  redreffed  every  article  of  grievance, 
to  the  number  of  thirty-feven,  which  had  ever  been 
complained  of  in  the  houfe  of  commons  '.  But  he 
gained  not  the  end  which  he  propofed.  The  dif- 
guft, which  had  appeared  at  parting,  could  not  fo 
fuddenly  be  difpelied.  He  had  likewife  been  fo  im- 
prudent as  to  commit  to  prifon  fir  Edwin  Sandys  k, 
without  any  known  caufe,  befides  his  activity  and 
vigour  in  difcharging  his  duty  as  a  member  of  par- 
liament. And,  above  all,  the  tranfactions  in  Ger- 
many were  fufficient,  when  joined  to  the  king's  cau- 
tions,negotiations,anddelays,to  inflame  that  jealoufy 
of  honour  and  religion  which  prevailed  throughout 
the  nation  \     This  fummer,  the  ban  of  the  empire 

had 

h  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  3J5.  i  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  36.    Kennet, 

p.  733.  k  Journ.  1  Dec.  1621. 

1  To  mew  to  what  degree  the  nation  was  inflamed  with  regard  to 
the  Palatinate,  there  occurs  a  remarkable  ftory  this  feffion.  One  Floyd, 
a  pri loner  in  the  Fleet,  a  catholic,  had  dropped  fome  expreffions,  in  pri- 
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chap,  had  been  publifhed  againft  the  elector  palatine ; 
x     in"    and  the  execution  of  it  was  committed  to  the  duke 

"'  j6iu  of  Bavaria  m.  The  Upper  Palatinate  was,  in  a  little 
time,  conquered  by  that  prince  ;  and  meafures  were 
taking  in  the  empire  for  bellowing  on  him  the 
electoral  dignity,  of  which  the  palatine  was  de- 
fpoiled.  Frederic  now  lived  with  his  numerous 
family,  in  poverty  and  diftrefs,  either  in  Holland, 
or  at  Sedan,  with  his  uncle  the  duke  of  Bouillon. 
And  throughout  all  the  new  conquefts,  in  both  the 
Palatinates,  as  well  as  in  Bohemia,  Auftria,  and 
Lufatia,  the  progrefs  of  the  Auflrian  arms  was  at- 
tended with  rigours  and  feverities,  exercifed  againft 
the  profeffors  of  the  reformed  religion. 

j4th  Nov.  The  zeal  of  the  commons  immediately  moved 
them,  upon  their  affembling,  to  take  all  thefe  trans- 
actions into  confideration.  They  framed  a  remon- 
ftrance,  which  they  intended  to  carry  to  the  king. 
They  reprefented,  that  the  enormous  growth  of  the 
Auflrian  power  threatened  the  liberties  of  Europe ; 
that  the  progrefs  of  the  catholic  religion  in  Eng- 
land bred  the  mod  melancholy  apprehenfions,  left  it 
fhould  again  acquire  an  afcendant  in  the  king- 
dom ;  that  the  indulgence  of  his  majefty  towards 
the  profeiTors  of  that  religion  had  encouraged 
their  infolence  and  temerity ;  that  the  uncon- 
trolled conquefts,  made  by  the  Auftrian  family 
in  Germany,  raifed  mighty  expectations  in  the 
Englifh  papifts ;  but  above  all,  that  the  profpect 
of  the  Spanifh  match  elevated  them  fo  far  as  to 

vate  conver  fation,  as  if  he  were  pleafed  with  the  misfortunes  of  the  pa- 
latine and  his  wife.  The  commons  were  in  a  flame,  and,  pretending  to 
be  a  court  of  judicature  and  of  record,  proceeded  to  condemn  him  to  a 
fevere  punifhment.  The  houfe  of  lords  checked  this  encroachment ; 
and,  what  was  extraordinary,  conlldering  the  prefent  humour  of  the 
lower  houfe,  the  latter  acquiefced  in  the  fentiments  of  the  peers.  This 
is  almoft  the  only  pretenlion  of  the  Englifh  commons,  in  which  they 
have  not  prevailed.  Happily  for  the  nation,  they  have  been  fiaecdT. 
ful  in  almoft  all  their  other  claims.  See  Parliamentary  Hiftory,  vol.  v. 
p.  418,  419,  &c.  Journ.  4,  8,  12  May  1621. 
m  Frankly n,  p.  73. 
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hope  for  an  entire  toleration,  if  not  the  final  re-  en  \  p. 

eftablilhmeiit    of   their   religion.       The  comttioiiE,  [*, 

therefore,  entreated  his  maicity,  that  he  would  irin      j6;:. 

mediately  undertake  the  defence  of  the  palatine, 

and  maintain  it  by  force  oi  arms  ;  that  he  would 

rurn  his  fword  againil  Spain,  whofe  armies  and  trea- 

fures  were  the  chief  fupport  of  the  catholic  intereit 

in  Europe  ;   that  he  would  enter  into  no  negotiation 

for  the   marriage  of  his   foil  but  with  a  proteftant 

princefs  ;  that  the  children  of  popiih  recufants  mould 

be  taken  from  their  parents,  and  be  committed  to 

the  care  of  proteftant  teachers  and  fchcolmafters ; 

and  that  the  lines  and  confutations,  to  which  the 

catholics  were  by  law  liable,  mould  be  levied  with 

the  utmolt  feverity n. 

By  this  bold  itep,  unprecedented  in  England  for 
many  years,  and  fcarcely  ever  heard  of  in  peaceable 
times,  the  commons  attacked  at  once  all  the  king's 
favourite  maxims  of  government ;  his  cautious  and 
pacific  meafures,  his  lenity  towards  the  Romifh  re- 
ligion, and  his  attachment  to  the  Spanim  alliance, 
from  which  he  promifed  himfelf  fuch  mighty  ad- 
vantages. But  what  mod:  difgufled  him  was,  their 
feeming  invalion  of  his  prerogative,  and  their  pre- 
tending, under  colour  of  advice,  to  direct  his  con- 
duct in  fuch  points  as  had  ever  been  acknowledged 
to  belong  folely  to  the  management  and  direction  of 
the  fovereign.  He  was,  at  that  time,  abfent  at 
Newmarket;  but  as  foon  as  he  heard  of  the  in- 
tended remonftrance  of  the  commons,  he  wrote  a 
letter  to  the  fpeaker,  in  which  he  fharply  rebuked 
the  houfe  for  openly  debating  matters  far  above 
their  reach  and  capacity,  and  he  iiri£tly  forbadd 
them  to  meddle  with  any  thing  that  regarded  his 
government,  or  deep  matters  of  fcate,  and  efpecially 
not  to  touch  on  his  ion's  marriage  with  the  daughter 
of  Spain,  nor  to  attack  the  honour  of  that  king,  or 

*  Franklyn,  p.  5S/-  59.     Rufhv.orth,  vvji.  i.  p.  40,41.     £ci  n     . 

r  "-■ 
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CHAP,  any  other  of  his  friends  and  confederates.  In  order 
XLVIII.  tke  more  t0  intimidate  them,  he  mentioned  the 
i6ai.  imprifonment  of  fir  Edwin  Sandys ;  and  though 
he  denied  that  the  confinement  of  that  member  had 
been  owing  to  any  offence  committed  in  the  houfe, 
he  plainly  told  them,  that  he  thought  himfelf  fully 
entitled  to  punifh  every  mifdemeanor  in  parliament, 
as  well  during  its  fitting  as  after  its  diffolution  ;  and 
that  he  intended  thenceforward  to  chafrife  any  man, 
whofe  infolent  behaviour  there  mould  minifter  oc- 
cafion  of  offence  °. 

This  violent  letter,  in  which  the  king,  though 
he  here  imitated  former  precedents,  may  be  thought 
not  to  have  a£ted  altogether  on  the  defenfive,  had 
the  effect  which  might  naturally  have  been  ex- 
peeled  from  it :  The  commons  were  inflamed,  not 
terrified.  Secure  of  their  own  popularity,  and  of 
the  bent  of  the  nation  towards  a  war  with  the  ca- 
tholics abroad,  and  the  perfecution  of  popery  at 
home,  they  little  dreaded  the  menaces  of  a  prince, 
who  was  unfupported  by  military  force,  and  whofe 
gentle  temper  would,  of  itfelf,  fo  foon  difarm  his 
feverity.  In  a  new  remonftrance,  therefore,  they 
flill  infilled  on  their  former  remonftrance  and  ad- 
vice ;  and  they  maintained,  though  in  refpectful 
terms,  that  they  were  entitled  to  interpofe  with  their 
counfel  in  all  matters  of  government  ;  that,  to 
poffefs  entire  freedom  of  fpeech,  in  their  debates  on 
public  bufmefs,  was  their  ancient  and  undoubted 
rieht,  and  an  inheritance  tranfmitted  to  them  from 
their  anceftors  ;  and  that,  if  any  member  abufed 
this  liberty,  it  belonged  to  the  houfe  alone,  who- 
were  witnefles  of  his  offence,  to  inflict  a  proper 
cenfure  upon  him  p. 

So  vigorous  an  anfwer  was  no  wife  calculated  to 
appeafe  the  king.     It  is  faid,  when  the  approach  of 

*  Franklyn,  p.  60.     Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  43.     Kennet,  p.  74*. 

*  Franklyn,  p.  60.     Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  44.     Kennet,  p.  7-ir. 
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the  committee  who  were  to  prefent  it  was  notified  chap. 
to  him,  he  ordered  twelve  chairs  to   be  brought :     XLVI11- 
For  that  there  were  fo  many  kings  a-coming  <*.     His       iffi, 
anfwer  was  prompt  and  fharp.     He  told  the  houfe, 
that  their  remonitrance  was  more  like  a  denuncia- 
tion of  war  than  an  addrefs  of  dutiful  fubj eels  ;  that 
their  pretenfion  to  enquire  into  all  fiate  affairs,  with- 
out  exception,  was  inch  a  pkmpotence  as  none  of 
their  ancestors,  even  during  the  reign  of  the  weakeft 
princes,  had  ever  pretended  to ;   that  public  tranf- 
adions  depended  on  a  complication  of  views  and 
intelligence,  with  which   they  were   entirely  unac- 
quainted ;     that  they  could  not  better  fhew  their 
wifdom,  as   well  as  duty,  than  by  keeping  within 
their  proper  fphere r ;  and  that,  in  any  bufinefs  which 
depended  on  his  prerogative,  they  had  no  title  to  in- 
terpofe  with  their  advice,  except  when  he  was  pleafed 
to  defire  it.     And  he  concluded  with  thefe  memo- 
rable words  :    And  though  we  cannot  allow  of  your 
fcyle,  in  'mentioning  your  ancient  and  undoubted  right 
and  inheritance \  but  would  rather  have  wiflied  that 
ye  had  J "aid ',  that  your  privileges   were  derived  front 
the  grace  and  pcrmijjion  of  our  anceftors  and  us  (for 
the  mojl  of  them  grew  from  precedents ,  which  jhews 
rather  a  toleration   than    inheritance )  ;    yet  we  are 
pleafed  to  give  you  our  royal  affurancc,  that  as  long 
as  you  contain   yourfelvcs    within  the  limits  of  your 
duty,  we  will  be  as  careful  to  maintain  and  preferve 
your  lawful  liberties    and  privileges  as  ever  any  of 
our  predeccfjors  were,  nay,  as  to  preferve  our  own 
royal  prerogative  3. 

This  open  pretention  of  the  king's  naturally  gave 
great  alarm  to  the  houfe  of  commons.  They  faw 
their  title  to  every  privilege,  if  not  plainly  denied, 

q  Kennet,  p.  43. 

r  Nefutor  ultra  crepidayn.  This  exprefDon  is  imagined  to  be  info- 
lent  and  difobliging  :  Hut  it  was  a  Latin  proverb  familiarly  ufed  on 
ill  occafions. 

$  Franklyn,  p.  62,  63,  64  Rulhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  46,  47,  &c. 
Kennet,  p.  743- 
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C  it  A  P.  vet  confidered  at  lead  as  precarious.  It  mio-fit  be 
forfeited  by  abufe,  and  they  had  already  abufed  it. 
They  thought  proper,  therefore,  immediately  to 
oppofe  pretenfion  to  pretention.  They  framed  a 
proteftation,  in  which  they  repeated  all  their  former 
claims  for  freedom  of  fpeech,  and  an  unbounded 
authority  to  interpofe  with  their  advice  and  counfel. 
Protefta-  And  they  afTerted,  That  the  liberties,  franchifes,  pri- 
commons?  Alleges,  and jurifdiftions  of  parliament,  arc  the  ancient 
and  undoubted  birthright  and  inheritance  of  the  fab' 
jects  of  England r. 

The  king,  informed  of  thefe  increafmg  heats  and 
jealoufies  in  the  houfe,  hurried  to  town.  He  fent 
immediately  for  the  journals  of  the  commons ; 
and,  with  his  own  hand,  before  the  council,  he  tore 
out  this  proteftation u ;  and  ordered  his  reafons  to 
be  inferted  in  the  council-book.  He  was  doubly 
difpleafed,  he  faid,  with  the  proteftation  of  the  lower 
houfe,  on  account  of  the  manner  of  framing  it,  as 
well  as  of  the  matter  which  it  contained.  It  was 
fumultuouily  voted,  at  a  late  hour,  and  in  a  thin 
houfe ;  and  it  was  exprefied  in  fuch  general  and 
ambiguous  terms,  as  might  ferve  for  a  foundation 
to  the  molt  enormous  claims,  and  to  the  moft  un- 
warrantable ufurpations  upon  his  prerogative  w". 

The  meeting  of-  the  houfe  might  have  proved 
dangerous  after  fo  violent  a  breach.  It  was  no 
longer  poflible,  while  men  were  in  fuch  a  temper, 
to  finiih  any  bufmefs.  The  king,  therefore,  pro- 
rogued the  parliament,  and  loon  after  diifolved  it 
by  proclamation  ;  in  which  he  alio  made  an  apology 
to  the  public  for  his  whole  conduct. 

The  leading  members  of  the  houfe,  fir  Edward 
Coke  and  fir  Robert  Philips,  were  committed  to 
the  Tower  ;  Seidell,  Pym,  and  Mallory,  to  other 
prifons  *.  As  a  lighter  puniihment,  fir  Dudley 
Digges,  fir  Thomas  Crew,  fir  Nathaniel  Rich,  fir 

'  See  note  [L]  at  the  end  of  the  volume.       u  Journ.  iS  Dec.  ifoi. 
w  JJrar.klyn,  p.  65.       x  Franklj'D,  p.  66.   Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  -5. 
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James  Perrot,  joined  in  commiffion  with  others,  c  H  a  P. 
were  fent  to  Ireland,  in  order  to  execute  fome  bu-  ^J^^J 
fmefs?.     The  king,  at  that  time,  enjoyed,  at  (eail       i$2l. 
exercifed,  the  prerogative  of  employing  any   man, 
even  without  his  conient,  in  any  branch  of  public 
fervice. 

Sir  John  Savile,  a  powerful  man  in  the  hcufe  of 
commons,  and  a  zealous  opponent  of  the  court,  was 
made  comptroller  of  the  houfehold,  a  privy  coun- 
fellor,  and  foon  after  a  baron  z.  This  event  is  me- 
morable ;  as  being  the  firft  inftance,  perhaps,  in 
the  whole  hiflory  of  England,  of  any  king's  advanc- 
ing a  man  on  account  of  parliamentary  intereft,  and 
of  oppofition  to  his  meafures.  However  irregular 
this  practice,  it  will  be  regarded  by  political  rea- 
foners,  as  one  of  the  moft  early  and  mod  infallible 
fymptoms  of  a  regular  eftablifhed  liberty. 

The  king  having  thus,  with  fo  ram  and  indifcreet 
a  hand,  torn  off  that  facred  veil  which  had  hitherto 
covered  the  Englifh  conflitution,  and  which  threw 
an  obfcurity  upon  it  fo  advantageous  to  royal  pre- 
rogative, every  man  began  to  indulge  himfelf  in 
political  reafonings  and  inquiries  ;  and  the  fame 
tactions  which  commenced  in  parliament  were  pro- 
pagated throughout  the  nation.  In  vain  did  James, 
by  reiterated  proclamations,  forbid  the  difcourfing 
of  flate  affairs  \  Such  proclamations,  if  they  had 
any  effect,  ferved  rather  to  inflame  the  curioiity  of 
the  public.  And,  in  every  company  or  fociety,  the 
late  tranfaclions  became  the  fubject  of  argument  and 
debate. 

All  hiftory,  faid  the  partisans  of  the  court,  as 
well  as  the  hiitory  of  England,  juflify  the  king's 
pofition  with  regard  to  the  origin  of  popular  privi- 

f  Franklyn,  p.  66.     Ruflnvorth,  vol.  i.  p.  55.  z  Kennet, 

p.  749.  a  Franklyn,  p.  56.     Ruiliworth,  vol.  i.  p.  21.  56. 

55.  The  king  alfo,  in  imitation  of  his  pvcdtccfibrs,  gave  rules  to 
preachers.  Franklyn,  p.  70.  The  pulpit  was  at  that  time  much 
more  dangerous  than  the  preft.  Few  people  could  read,  and  Kill 
fevret  svere  in  the  practice  of  reading. 

I  3  leges; 
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CHAP,  leges ;  and  every  reafonable  man  mud  allow,  that, 
\!^j  as  monarchy  is  the  molt  fimple  form  of  govern- 
1621.  ment,  it  mud  frrft  have  occurred  to  rude  and  un- 
inlLrucled  mankind.  The  other  complicated  and 
artificial  additions  were  the  fucceifive  invention  of 
fovereigns  and  legislators  ;  or,  if  they  were  obtruded 
on  the  prince  by  feditious  fubjccls,  their  origin  mult 
appear,  on  that  very  account,  flill  more  precarious 
and  unfavourable.  In  England,  the  authority  of 
the  king,  in  all  the  exterior  forms  of  government, 
and  in  the  common  ftyle  of  law,  appears  totally  ab- 
folute  and  fovcreign  ;  nor  does  the  real  fpirit  of  the 
condituticn,  as  it  has  ever  difcovered  itfelf  in  prac- 
tice, fall  much  fhort  of  thefe  appearances.  The 
parliament  is  created  by  his  will  ;  by  his  will  it  is 
diifolved.  It  is  his  will  alone,  though  at  the  defire 
of  both  houfes,  which  gives  authority  to  laws.  To 
a.l  foreign  nations,  the  majefty  of  the  monarch 
feetfre  to  merit  foie  attention  and  regard.  And  no 
fubjett,  who  has  exyafed  himfelf  to  royal  indigna- 
tion, can  hope  to  live  with  fafety  in  the  kingdom  ; 
nor  can  he  even  leave  it,  according  to  law,  without 
the  conient  of  his  mailer.  If  a  magiitrate,  environ- 
ed with  fuch  power  and  fplendour,  mould  coniider 
his  authoritv  as  facred,  and  regard  himfelf  as  the 
anointed  of  heaven,  his  pretenfions  may  bear  a  very 
favourable  conftfudKbri.  Or,  allowing  them  to  be 
merely  pious  frauds,  we  need  not  be  furprifed,  that 
the  fame  firatagem  which  was  practifed  by  Minos, 
Numa,  and  the  mod  celebrated  legiflators  of  anti- 
quity, mould  now,  in  thefe  feftlefs  and  inquifitive 
times,  be  employed  by  the  king  of  England.  Sub- 
jects are  not  raifed  above  that  quality,  though  af- 
fembled  in  parliament.  The  fame  humble  refpecr. 
and  deference  is  flill  due  to  their  prince.  Though 
he  indulges  them  in  the  privilege  of  laving  before 
him  their  domefiic  grievances,  with  which  they  are 
fuppofed  to  be  bed  acquainted, this  warrants  not  their 
bold  intruuon  into  every  province  of  government. 

And, 
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And,  to  all  judicious   examiners,  it  rauft  appear,  c  H  A  P. 
"  That  the  lines   of  duty  are  as  much  tranfgreffed    xlviii.^ 
"  by  a  more  independent  and  lefs  refpectful  exercife       l6zu 
"  of  acknowledged  powers,  as  by  the  ufurpation  of 
"  fuch  as  are  new  and  unufual." 

The  lovers  of  liberty,  throughout  the  nation, 
reafoned  after  a  different  manner.  It  is  in  vain,  faid 
they,  that  the  king  traces  up  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment to  its  firjf  origin,  in  order  to  reprefent  the 
privileges  of  parliament  as  dependent  and  preca- 
rious :  Prefcription,  and  the  practice  of  fo  many 
ages,  mull,  long  ere  this  time,  have  given  a  fanction 
to  thefe  aflemblies,  even  though  they  had  been  de- 
rived from  an  origin  no  more  dignified  than  that 
which  he  ailigns  them.  If  the  written  records  of 
the  Englifh  nation,  as  alter  ted,  reprefent  parliaments 
to  have  arifen  from  the  confent  of  monarchs,  the 
principles  of  human  nature,  when  we  trace  govern 
ment  a  ftep  higher,  mult  ihow  us  that  monarchs 
themfelves  owe  all  their  authority  to  the  voluntary 
fubmiffion  of  the  people.  But  in  fa£l,  no  age  can 
be  fliown,  when  the  Englifh  government  was  alto- 
gether an  unmixed  monarchy :  And,  if  the  privi- 
leges of  the  nation  have,  at  any  period,  been  over- 
powered by  violent  irruptions  of  foreign  force  or 
domeftic  ufurpation ;  the  generous  fpirit  of  the 
people  has  ever  feized  the  firfl  opportunity  of  re- 
eflablifhing  the  ancient  government  and  conflitution. 
Though  in  the  ftyle  of  the  laws,  and  in  the  ufual 
forms  of  adminiftration,  royal  authority  may  be  re- 
prelented  as  facred  and  fupreme  5  whatever  is  effen- 
tial  to  the  exercife  of  fovereign  and  legiilative  power, 
mult  frill  be  regarded  as  equally  divine  and  invio- 
lable. Or,  if  any  diflinction  be  made  in  this  refpeft, 
the  preference  is  furely  due  to  thofe  national  coun- 
cils, by  whole  interpofition  the  exorbitancies  of 
tyrannical  power  are  retrained,  and  that  facred  li- 
berty is  preferved,  which  heroic  fpirits,  in  all  ages, 
have  deemed  more  precious  than  life  itfelf.  Nor  is 
I  4  it 
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CHAP,  it  fufficient  to  fay,  that  the  mild  and  equitable  ad» 
xlviii.  niiniftration  of  James  affords  little  occafion,  or  no 
"a^aj.  occafion,  of  complaint.  How  moderate  foever  the 
exercife  of  his  prerogative,  how  exact  foever  hi* 
obfervance  of  the  laws  and  conflitution ;  "  If  he 
"  founds  his  authority  on  arbitrary  and  dangerous 
"  principles,  it  is  requifite  to  watch  him  with  the 
"  fame  care,  and  to  oppofe  him  with  the  fame  vi- 
"  gour,  as  if  he  had  indulged  himielf  in  all  the 
"  excefles  of  cruelty  and  tyranny," 

Amidst  thefe  difputes,  the  wife  and  moderate  in 
the  nation  endeavoured  to  preferve,  as  much  as 
poffible,  an  equitable  neutrality  between  the  op- 
pofite  parties ;  and  the  more  they  reflected  on  the 
courfe  of  public  affairs,  the  greater  difficulty  they 
found  in  fixing  jufl  fentiments  with  regard  to  them. 
On  the  one  hand,  they  regarded  the  very  rife  of 
parties  as  a  happy  prognostic  of  the  eftablifhment 
pf  liberty  ;  nor  could  they  ever  expect,  to  enjoy,  in 
a  mixed  government,  fo  invaluable  a  bleffing,  with- 
out fuffering  that  inconvenience,  which,  in  fuch 
governments,  has  ever  attended  it.  But  when  they 
.confidered,  on  the  other  hand,  the  neceffary  aims 
and  purfuits  of  both  parties,  they  were  ftruck  with 
apprehenfion  of  the  confequences,  and  could  dif- 
cover  no  feafible  plan  of  accommodation  between 
them.  From  long  practice,  the  crown  was  now 
polfeffed  of  fo  exorbitant  a  prerogative,  that  it  was 
not  fufficient  for  liberty  to  remain  on  the  defensive, 
pr  endeavour  to  fecure  the  little  ground  which  was 
left  her :  It  was  become  neceffary  to  carry  on  an 
offeniive  war,  and  to  circumfcribe,  within  more 
narrow,  as  well  as  more  exact  bounds,  the  authority 
of  the  fovereign.  Upon  fuch  provocation,  it  could 
not  but  happen  that  the  prince,  however  juit 
and  moderate,  would  endeavour  to  reprefs  his 
opponents  j  and,  as  he  itood  upon  the  very  brink 
pf  arbitrary  power,  it  was  to  be  feared  that  he 
would,  haitily  and  unknowingly,  pafs  thofe  limits, 

which 
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which  were  not  precifely  marked  by  the  conftitution.  chap. 
The  turbulent  government  of  England,  ever  flue-    XLVHi- 
tuating  between  privilege  and  prerogative,  would  '    ^TT-* 
afford  a  variety  of  precedents, which  might  be  pleaded 
on  both  fides.    In  fuch  delicate  queftions,  the  people 
muft  be  divided :  The  arms  of  the  date  were  ftill  in 
their  hands :    A  civil  war  muft  enfue ;  a  civil  war, 
where  no  party  or  both  parties  would  juftly  bear 
the  blame,  and  where  the  good  and  virtuous  would 
fcarcelv  know  what  vows  to  form ;  were  it  not  that 
liberty,  fo  neceflary  to  the  perfection  of  human 
fociety,  would  be  fufficient  to  bias  their  affections 
towards  the  fide  of  its  defenders, 


[   222   ] 


CHAP.      XLIX. 

Negotiations  with  regard  to  the  marriage  and  the  Pa- 
latinate  Character  of  Buckingham-* Prince's 

journey  to  Spain Marriage  treaty  broken 

A  parliament Return    of  Briflol Rupture 

with    Spain Treaty    with    France Manf- 

feldt's   expedition Death    of  the   king His 

character. 


c  H  A  P.  ^"10  O  wreft  the  Palatinate  from  the  hands  of  the 
:^IX- .      J|^     emperor  and  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  muff  al- 

~~i622.  ways  have  been  regarded  as  a  difficult  talk  for  the 
power  of  England,  conducted  by  fo  unwarlike  a 
prince  as  James  t  It  was  plainly-  impoffible,  while 
the  breach  fub filled  between  him  and  the  commons. 

Kegotia-     The  king's  negotiations,  therefore,  had  they  been 

tions  with   na&nagred  with  ever   r.i  exeat   dexterity,  mull  now 

Te^arcl  to  '-'  .  J 

the  mar-  carry  lefs  weight  with  them  ;  and  it  wras  eafy  to  elude 
rlageand  ?\\  fris  applications.  When  lord  Digby,  his  am- 
bnate.  "  baifador  to  the  emperor,  had  defired  a  ceffation  of 
hoftilities,  he  was  referred  to  the  duke  of  Bavaria, 
who  commanded  the  Auftrian  armies.  The  duke 
of  Bavaria  told  him,  that  it  was  entirely  fuperfluous 
to  form  any  treaty  for  that  purppfe.  Hoftilities  are 
id  ready  ceafed,  laid  he  ;  and  I doubt  not  but  I  fhall  be 
able  to  prevent  their  revival  by  keeping  firm  pofjejfion 
cf  the  Palatinate,  till  a  final  agreement  fhall  be  con- 
chtde4  between  the  contending  parties  °.  Notwith- 
standing this  infult,  James  endeavoured  to  relume 
v.  ith  the  emperor  a  treaty  of  accommodation  ;  and 
he  opened  the  negotiations  at  Bruffels,  under  the 
mediation  of  archduke  Albert ;  and  after  his  death, 

*  Franklyn,  p.  j;.    Rulhworth,  vol.  :.  p.  38. 

which 
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which  happened  about  this  time,  under  that  of  the  chap. 
Infanta :  When  the  conferences  were  entered  upon,  XLIX. 
it  was  found,  that  the  powers  of  thefe  princes  to  '  J^T/ 
determine  in  the  controverfy  were  not  fufficient  or 
fatisfadory.  Schwartzenbourg,  the  Imperial  mini- 
fter,  was  expected  at  London  ;  and  it  was  hoped  that 
he  would  bring  more  ample  authority  :  His  corn- 
million  referred  entirely  to  the  negotiation  at  Bruf- 
fcls.  It  was  not  difficult  for  the  king  to  perceive, 
that  his  applications  were  neglecled  by  the  emperor  ; 
but  as  he  had  no  choice  of  any  other  expedient,  and 
it  feemed  the  interefl  of  his  fon-in-law  to  keep  alive 
his  pretenfions,  he  was  Mill  content  to  follow  Ferdi- 
nand through  all  his  fhifts  andevafions.  Nor  was  he 
entirely  difcouraged,  even  When  the  Imperial  diet  at 
Ratifbon,  by  the  influence  or  rather  authority  of  the 
emperor,  though  contrary  to  the  proteftation  of  Sax- 
ony, and  of  all  the  proteftant  princes  and  cities,  had 
transferred  the  electoral  dignity  from  the  palatine  to 
the  duke  of  Bavaria. 

Mean  w hile  the  efforts  made  by  Frederic,  for  the 
recovery  of  his  dominions,  were  vigorous.  Three 
armies  were  levied  in  Germany  by  his  authority,  un- 
der three  commanders,  duke  Chriftian  of  Brunfwick, 
the  prince  of  Baden-Dourlach,  and  count  Mansfeldt. 
The  two  former  generals  were  defeated  by  count 
Tilly  and  the  Imperialifts :  The  third,  though  much. 
inferior  in  force  to  his  enemies,  ftill  maintained  the 
war ;  but  with  no  equal  fupplies  of  money  either 
from  the  palatine  or  the  king  of  England.  It  was 
chiefly  by  pillage  and  free  quarters  in  the  Palatinate, 
that  he  fubfifled  his  army.  As  the  Auftrians  were  . 
regularly  paid,  they  were  kept  in  more  exact  difci- 
pline  ;  and  James  juftly  became  apprehenfive,  left  fo 
unequal  a  conteft,  befides  ravaging  the  palatine's 
hereditary  dominions,  would  end  in  the  total  aliena- 
tion of  the  people's  affections  from  their  ancient  fo- 
vereign,  by  whom  they  were  plundered,  and  in  an 
attachment  to  their  new  matters,  by  whom  they 

were 
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CHAP,  were  protected  e.  He  perfuaded  therefore  his  fon- 
^  J'  |  '^  in-law  to  difarm,  under  colour  of  duty  and  fubraif- 
i6si.  fion  to  the  emperor  :  And  accordingly,  Mansfeldt 
was  difmiued  from  the  palatine's  fervice  ;  and  that 
famous  general,  withdrew  his  army  into  the  Low 
Countries,  and  there  received  a  commiffion  from 
the  States  of  the  United  Provinces. 

To  mew  how  little  account  was  made  of  James's 
negotiations  abroad,  there  is  a  pleafantry  mentioned 
by  all  hiftorians,  which,  for  that  reafon,  mall  have 
place  here.  In  a  farce,  a&ed  at  Brufiels,  a  courier 
was  introduced  carrying  the  doleful  news  that  the 
Palatinate  would  foon  be  wrefted  from  the  houfe  of 
Auitria  ;  fo  powerful  were  the  fuccours, which,  from 
all  quarters,  were  haftening  to  the  relief  of  the  de- 
fpoiled  elector :  The  king  of  Denmark  had  agreed 
to  contribute  to  his  ailiitance  a  hundred  thoufand 
pickled  herrings,  the  Dutch  a  hundred  thoufand 
butter-boxes,  and  the  king  of  England  a  hundred 
thoufand  ambaifadors.  On  other  occafions,  he  was 
painted  with  a  fcabbard,  but  without  a  fword ;  or 
with  a  fword,  which  nobody  could  draw,  though 
feveral  were  pulling  at  it d. 

It  was  not  from  his  negotiations  with  the  emperor 
or  the  duke  of  Bavaria,  that  James  expected  any 
fuccefs  in  his  project  of  refloring  the  palatine  ;  His 
eyes  were  entirely  turned  towards  Spain  ;  and  if  he 
could  effect  his  fon's  marriage  with  the  Infanta,  he 
doubted  not  but  that,  after  fo  intimate  a  conjunc- 
tion, this  ether  point  could  eafily  be  obtained.  The 
negotiations  of  that  court  being  commonly  dilatory, 
it  was  not  eafy  for  a  prince  of  fo  little  penetration 
in  bufmefs,  to  diftinguiih,  whether  the  difficulties, 
which  occurred,  were  real  or  alfected  ;  and  he  was 
lurprifed,  after  negotiating  five  years  on  fo  fimple 
a  demand,  that  he  was  not  more  advanced  than  a1 


S  Pari.  Hilt.  >ol.  vf  p.  4J4.  *  Kennet,  p.  749. 
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the  beginning.     A  difpenfation  from  Rome  was  re-  cha  p. 
quifite  for  the  marriage  of  the  Infanta  with  a  pro-    ^^^ 
teftant  prince  ;  and  the  king  of  Spain,   having  un-       (6«. 
dertaken  to  procure  that  difpenfation,  had  thereby 
acquired  the  means  of  retarding  at  pleafure,  or  of 
forwarding  the  marriage,  and  at  the  fame  time  of 
concealing  entirely  his  artifices  from  the  court  of 
England. 

In  order  to  remove  all  obitacles,  James  dif- 
patched  Digbv,  foon  after  created  earl  of  Briftol,  as 
his  ambaifador  to  Philip  IV.  who  had  lately  fuc- 
ceeded  his  father  in  the  crown  of  Spain.  He  fe- 
cretly  employed  Gage  as  his  agent  at  Rome  ;  and 
finding  that  the  difference  of  religion  was  the  prin- 
cipal, if  not  the  fole  difficulty,  which  retarded  the 
marriage,  he  refolved  to  foften  that  objection  as 
much  as  poffible.  He  ilfued  public  orders  for  dif- 
charging  all  popifh  recufants  who  were  imprifoned ; 
and  it  was  daily  apprehended  that  he  would  forbid, 
for  the  future,  the  execution  of  the  penal  laws  enact- 
ed againft  them.  For  this  ftep,  fo  oppofite  to  the 
rigid  fpirit  of  his  fubjects,  he  took  care  to  apolo- 
gize ;  and  he  even  endeavoured  to  afcribe  it  to  his 
great  zeal  for  the  reformed  religion.  He  had  been 
making  applications,  he  faid,  to  all  foreign  princes 
for  feme  indulgence  to  the  diftreffed  protectants  ; 
and  he  was  {till  anfvrered  by  objections  derived  from 
the  feverity  of  the  Englilh  laws  againft  catholics  e. 
It  might  indeed  occur  to  him,  that,  if  the  extremity 
of  religious  zeal  were  ever  to  abate  among  chriftian 
fects,  one  of  them  mufl  begin  ;  and  nothing  would 
be  more  honourable  for  England,  than  to  have  led 
the  way  in  fentiments  fo  wife  and  moderate. 

Not  only  the  religious  puritans  murmured  at 
this  tolerating  meafure  of  the  king :  The  lovers  of 
civil  liberty  were  alarmed  at  fo  important  an  exer- 
tion of  prerogative.     But,  among  other  dangerous 

c  Franklyn,  p.  69.    Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  6j. 
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c  h  A  P.  articles  of  authority,  the  kings  of  England  were  at 
^_  ^,  that  time  poiTeffed  of  the  difpenfmg  power  ;  at  leaft, 
iGzz.  were  in  the  conftant  practice  of  exercifmg  it.  Befides, 
though  the  royal  prerogative  in  civil  matters  was 
then  extenfive,  the  princes,  during  fome  late  reigns, 
had  been  accuftomed  to  affume  a  ftill  greater  in  ec- 
clefiaftical.  And  the  king  failed  not  to  reprefent  the 
toleration  of  catholics  as  a  meafure  entirely  of  that 
nature. 

By  James's  concefiion  in  favour  of  the  catholics, 
he  attained  his  end.  The  fame  religious  motives 
which  had  hitherto  rendered  the  court  of  Madrid  in- 
fincere  in  all  the  fteps  taken  with  regard  to  the  mar- 
riage, were  now  the  chief  caufe  of  promoting  it.  By 
its  means,  it  was  there  hoped  the  Englifh  catholics 
would  for  the  future  enjoy  eafe  and  indulgence;  and 
the  Infanta  would  be  the  happy  inftrument  of  pro- 
curing to  the  church  fome  tranquillity,  after  the 
many  fevere  perfecutions  which  it  had  hitherto  un- 
dergone. The  earl  of  Briftol,  a  minifter  of  vigilance 
and  penetration,  and  who  had  formerly  oppofed  all 
alliance  with  catholics f,  was  now  fully  convinced  of 
the  fmcerity  of  Spain  ;  and  he  was  ready  to  congra- 
tulate the  king  on  the  entire  completion  of  his  views 
and  projects  &  A  daughter  of  Spain,  whom  he  re- 
prefents  as  extremely  accomplifhed,  would  foon,  he 
laid,  arrive  in  England,  and  bring  with  her  an  im- 
menfe  fortune  of  two  millions  of  pieces  of  eight,  or 
fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds  ft erling ;  a  mm  four 
times  greater  than  Spain  had  ever  before  given  with 
any  princefs,  and  almoft  equal  to  all  the.  money 
which  the  parliament,  during  the  whole  courfe  of  this 
reign,  had  hitherto  granted  to  the  king.  But  what 
was  of  more  importance  to  James's  honour  and  hap- 
pinefs,  Briftol  confidered  this  match  as  an  infallible 
prognoftic  of  the  palatine's  reftoration  ;  nor  would 
Philip,  he  thought,  have  ever  bellowed  his  filter  and 

f  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  292.  &  Jbid.  p.  69. 
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fo  large  a  fortune,  under  the  profpccl;  of  entering  c  I]  .\  \\ 
next  day  into  a  v.r  w"ih  England.  So  exac~t  was  Xi 
his  intelligence,  that  the  molt  fecret  councils  of  the  i~~7sS7~~*: 
Spaniards,  he  boafTs,  had  never"  efea,pecl  him1';  and 
he  found  that  they  had  all  along  confidered  the 
marriage  of  the  Infanta  and  the  reilituiion  of  the 
Palatinate  as  meafuies  cloie'y  connected,  or  ake-e- 
ther  ixifeparable  '.  However  little  calculated  James's 
character  to  extort  fo  vaft  a  concefuon  ;  however 
improper  the  meafures  which  he  had  purmed  for 
attaining  that  end  ;  the  ambaffador  could  not  with- 
fland  the  plain  evidence  of  fafts,  by  which  Philip 
now  demonftrated  his  fmcerity.  Perhaps  too,  like 
a  wife  man,  he  confidered,  that  reafons  of  ftate, 
which  are  fuppofed  folely  to  influence  the  councils 
of  monarchs,  are  not  always  the  motives  which  there 
predominate ;  that  the  milder  views  of  gratitude, 
honour,  friendlhip,  generoilty,  are  frequently  able, 
among  princes  as  well  as  private  perfons,  to  counter- 
balance thefe  felfifh  confederations  ;  that  the  juflice 
and  moderation  of  James  had  been  fo  confpicuous  in 
all  thefe  tranfactions,  his  reliance  on  Spain,  his  con- 
fidence in  her  friendship,  that  he  had  at  laft  obtained 
the  cordial  alliance  of  that  nation,  fo  celebrated  for 
honour  and  fidelity.  Or  if  politics  muff  flill  be 
fuppofed  the  ruling  motive  of  all  public  meafures, 
the  maritime  power  of  England  was  fo  considerable, 
and  the  Spaniih  dominions  fo  divided,  as  might  well 
induce  the  council  of  Philip  to  think  that  a  fincere 
friendlhip  with  the  mailers  of  the  fea  could  not  be 
purchafed  by  too  great  conceflions  k.  And  as  James, 
during  fo  many  years,  had  been  allured  and  feduced 
by  hopes  and  proteftations,  his  people  enraged  by 

h  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.   p.  273. 

i  We  find  by  private  letters  between  Philip  IV.  and  the  Conde  Oli- 
y&rez,  fhown  by  the  latter  to  Buckingham,  that  the  marriage  and  the 
reftitution  of  the  Palatinate  were  always  confidered  by  the  court  of 
Spain  as  infcparable.  See  Franklyn,  p.  71,  72.  Rulhworth,  vol.  i. 
p.  71.  280.  199,  300.    Pail.  Hift.  vol.  vi   p.  66. 

k  Franklyn,  p.  73. 
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CHAP,  delays  and  difappointments ;  it  would  probably  oc- 

, _^j  cur,  that  there  was  now  no  medium  left  between  the 

i6z2.  molt  inveterate  hatred  and  the  moil  intimate  alliance 
between  the  nations.  Not  to  mention,  that,  as  a 
new  ipirit  began  about  this  time  to  animate  the 
councils  of  France,  the  friendfhip  of  England  be- 
came every  day  more  necefTary  to  the  greatnefs  and 
fecurity  of  the  Spanifh  monarch. 

All  meafures  being,  therefore,  agreed  on  be- 
tween the  parties,  nought  was  wanting  but  the  dif- 
penfation  from  Rome,  which  might  be  confidered 
as  a  mere  formality '.  The  king,  juftified  by  fuccefs, 
now  exulted  in  his  pacific  counfels,  and  boafted  of 
his  fuperior  fagacity  and  penetration  ;  when  all  thefe 
flattering  profpects  were  blafted  by  the  temerity  of  a 
man,  whom  he-had  fondly  exalted  from  a  private 
condition,  to  be  the  bane  of  himfelf,  of  his  family, 
and  of  his  people. 
Charafter  Ever  fmce  the  fall  of  Somerfet,  Buckingham 
of  Buck-    jla(j  governed,    with  an  uncontrolled    fway,    both 

Ingham.  "  •  •* 

the  court  and  nation  j  and  could  James's  eyes  have 
been  opened,  he  had  now  full  opportunity  of  ob- 
ferving  how  unfit  his  favourite  was  for  the  high 
ftation  to  which  he  was  raifed.  Some  accomplifh- 
ments  of  a  courtier  he  poffefTed  :  Of  every  talent 
of  a  minifler  he  was  utterly  deilitute.  Headftrong 
in  his  paffions,  and  incapable  equally  of  prudence 
and  of  diflimulation :  Sincere  from  violence  rather 
than  candour ;  expenfive  from  profufion  more  than 
generolity  :  A  warm  friend,  a  furious  enemy ;  but 
without  any  choice  or  difcernment  in  either  :  With 
thefe  qualities  he  had  early  and  quickly  mounted 
to  the  higheft  rank ;  and  partook  at  once  of  the 
infoience  which  attends  a  fortune  newly  acquired, 
and  the  impetuoftty  which  belongs  to  perions  born 
in  high  ftations,  and  unacquainted  with  oppofition. 

1  F  >  v.)l.  •.  p.  66. 
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Among  thofe  who  hacl  experienced  the  arrogance  c  H  A  P. 

of  this  overgrown  favourite,  the  prittce  of  Wales  ,J_^J 
himielf  had  not  been  entirely  fpared  ;  and  a  great  1623. 
coMnefe,  if  not  an  enmity,  had,  for  that  reafon.  ta- 
ken place  between  them.  Buckingham,  defirous  of 
an  opportunity,  which  might  connect  him  with  the 
prince,  and  overcome  his  averfion,  and  at  the  fame 
time  envious  of  the  great  credit  acquired  by  Brilio! 
in  the  Spanifh  negotiation,  bethought  himielf  of  an 
expedient,  by  which  he  might  at  once  gratify  both 
thefe  inclinations.  He  reprefented  to  Charles,  that 
perfons  of  his  exalted  flation  were  peculiarly  unfor- 
tunate in  their  marriage,  the  chief  circumftance  in 
life  ;  and  commonly  received  into  their  arms  a  bride, 
unknown  to  them,  to  whom  they  were  unknown  ; 
not  endeared  by  fympathy,  not  obliged  by  fervice  ; 
wooed  by  treaties  alone,  by  negotiations,  by  political 
interefl  :  That  however  accomplifhed  the  Infanta, 
fhe  mult  (till  confider  herfelf  as  a  melancholy  victim 
of  (late,  and  could  not  but  think  with  averfion  of 
that  day,  when  me  was  to  enter  the  bed  of  a  ftranger  ; 
and,  pailing  into  a  foreign  country  and  a  new  family, 
bid  adieu  for  ever  to  her  father's  houfe  and  to  her 
native  land  :  That  it  was  in  the  prince's  power  to 
foften  ail  thefe  rigours,  and  lay  fuch  an  obligation 
on  her,  as  would  attach  the  mofl  indifferent  temper, 
as  would  warm  the  coldeft  affections :  That  his  jour- 
ney to  Madrid  would  be  an  unexpected  gallantry, 
which  would  equal  all  the  fictions  of  Spanifh  romance, 
and  fuiting  the  amorous  and  enterprifmg  character 
of  that  nation,  mufl  immediately  introduce  him  to 
the  princefs  under  the  agreeable  character  of  a  de- 
voted lover  and  daring  adventurer :  That  the  ne- 
gotiations with  regard  to  the  Palatinate,  which  had 
hitherto  languifhed  in  the  hands  of  miniffers,  would 
quickly  be  terminated  by  fo  illuflrious  an  agent,  fe- 
conded  by  the  mediation  and  intreaties  of  the  grate- 
ful Infanta  :  That  Spanifh  genercfity,  moved  by  that 
Vol.  VI.  K  unexampled 
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c  H  A  P.  unexampled  trufl  and  confidence,  would  make  con- 
ul!^'1*  j  ceflions  beyond  what  could  be  expected  from  poli- 
1C23.  tical  views  and  confiderations  :  And  that  he  would 
quickly  return  to  the  king  with  the  glory  of  having 
re-eftablifhed  the  unhappy  palatine,  by  the  fame  en- 
terprife  which  procured  him  the  affections  and  the 
perfon  of  the  Spanifh  princefs  m. 

The  mind  of  the  young  prince,  replete  with  can- 
dour, was  inflamed  by  thefe  generous  and  romantic 
ideas,  fuggefted  by  Buckingham.  He  agreed  to 
make  application  to  the  king  for  his  approbation. 
They  chofe  the  moment  of  his  kindeft  and  mod 
jovial  humour  ;  and  more  by  the  earneftnefs  which 
they  expreffed,  than  by  the  force  of  their  reafons, 
they  obtained  a  hafty  and  unguarded  confent  to  their 
undertaking.  And  having  engaged  his  promiie  to 
keep  their  purpofe  fecret,  they  left  him,  in  order  to 
make  preparations  for  the  journey. 

No  fooner  was  the  king  alone,  than  his  temper, 
more  cautious  than  fanguine,  fuggefted  very  different 
views  of  the  matter,  and  reprefented  every  difficulty 
and  danger  which  could  occur.  He  reflected,  that, 
however  the  world  might  pardon  this  fally  of  youth 
in  the  prince,  they  would  .never  forgive  himfelf, 
who,  at  his  years,  and  after  his  experience,  could 
entruft  his  only  fon,  the  heir  of  his  crown,  the  prop 
of  his  age,  to  the  difcretion  of  foreigners,  without  fo 
much  as  providing  the  frail  fecurity  of  a  fafe  conduct 
in  his  favour :  That  if  the  Spanifh  monarch  were 
imcere  in  his  profeffions,  a  few  months  muff  finifh 
the  treaty  of  marriage,  and  bring  the  Infanta  into 
England  ;  if  he  were  not  fincere,  the  folly  was  ftill 
more  egregious  of  committing  the  prince  into  his 
hands  :  That  Philip,  when  poffeffed  of  fo  invaluable 
a  pledge,  might  well  rife  in  his  demands,  and  impofe 
harder  conditions  of  treaty  :  And  that  the  temerity 

m  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  n,  iz. 

of 
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of  the  enterprife  wa*>  fo  apparent,  that  the  event,  chap. 
how  prosperous  foever,  could  not  juflify  it ;   and  if     :~~ 
difaflrous,  it  would  render  himfelf  infamous  to  his      ^23. 
people  and  ridiculous  to  all  pofterity  n. 

Tormented  with  thefe  reflections,  as  foon  as  the 
prince  anuBuckingham  returned  for  their  difpatches, 
he  informed  them  of  all  the  reafons  which  had  de- 
termined him  to  change  his  refolution  ;  and  he 
Decreed  them  to  defift  from  fo  foolifii  an  adventure. 
The  prince  received  the  difappointment  with  forrow- 
ful  fubmifiion  and  filent  tears  :  Buckingham  pre- 
fumed  to  fpeafc  in  an  imperious  tone,  which  he  had 
ever  experienced  to  be  prevalent  over  his  too  eafy 
matter.  He  told  the  king,  that  nobody  for  the 
future  would  believe  any  thing  he  faid,  when  he  re- 
tracted fo  foon  the  promife  fo  folemnly  given ;  that 
he  plainly  difcerned  this  change  of  refolution  to  pro- 
ceed from  another  breach  of  his  word,  in  commu- 
nicating the  matter  to  fome  rafcal,  who  had  furnifhed 
him  with  thofe  pitiful  reafons  which  he  had  alleged, 
and  he  doubted  not  but  he  fhould  hereafter  know 
who  his  counfellor  had  been  ;  and  that  if  he  receded 
from  what  he  had  promifed,  it  would  be  fuch  a  dif- 
obligation  to  the  prince,  who  had  now  fet  his  heart 
upon  the  journey,  after  his  majefly's  approbation, 
that  he  could  never  forget  it,  ncr  forgive  any  man 
who  had  been  the  caufe  of  it  *. 

The  king,  with  great  eameflnefs,  fortified  by 
many  oaths,  made  his  apology,  by  denying  that  he 
had  communicated  the  matter  to  any  ;  and  finding 
himfelf  affailed,  as  well  by  the  boiflerous  importu- 
nities of  Buckingham,  as  by  the  warm  entreaties  of 
his  fon,  whofe  applications  had  hitherto,  on  other 
occafions,  been  always  dutiful,  never  earnefl ;  he 
had  again  the  weaknefs  to  afient  to  their  purpofed 

n  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  14.  °  Ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  16. 

K  2  journey. 
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C  H  A  P.  journey.     It  was  agreed  that  fir  Francis  Cottington 

v_2_    V.  alone,  the  prince's  fecretary,  and  Endymion  Porter, 

1623.      gentleman  of  his  bed-chamber,   mould  accompany 

them  j    and  the  former  being  at  that  time  in  the 

ante-chamber,  he  was  immediately  called  in  by  the 

king's  orders. 

James  told  Cottington,  that  he  had  always  been 
an  honeft  man,  and  therefore  he  was  now  to  truft 
him  in  an  affair  of  the  higheft  importance,  which 
he  was  not,  upon  his  life,  to  difclofe  to  any  man 
whatever.  "  Cottington,"  added  he,  "  here  is  baby 
"  Charles  and  Stenny,"(thefe  ridiculous  appellations 
he  ufually  gave  to  the  prince  and  Buckingham,) 
"  who  have  a  great  mind  to  go  poft  into  Spain, 
"  and  fetch  home  the  Infanta :  They  will  have  but 
"  two  more  in  their  company,  and  have  chofen  you 
"  for  one.  What  think  you  of  the  journey  ?"  Sir 
Francis,  who  was  a  prudent  man,  and  had  refided 
fome  years  in  Spain  as  the  king's  agent,  was  (truck 
with  all  the  obvious  objections  to  fuch  an  enterprife, 
and  fcrupled  not  to  declare  them.  The  king  threw 
himfelf  upon  his  bed,  and  cried,  /  told  you  this  be- 
fore ;  and  fell  into  a  new  paffion  and  new  lamenta- 
tions, complaining  that  he  was  undone,  and  mould 
Iofe  baby  Charles. 

The  prince  mowed  by  his  countenance,  that  he 
was  extremely  diifatisfied  with  Cottington' s  difcourfe; 
but  Buckingham  broke  into  an  open  paffion  againfl 
him.  The  king,  he  told  him,  afked  him  only  of 
the  journey,  and  of  the  manner  of  travelling ;  par- 
ticulars of  which  he  might  be  a  competent  judge, 
having  gone  the  road  fo  often  by  poft ;  but  that  he, 
without  being  called  to  it,  had  the  prefumption  to 
give  his  advice  upon  matters  of  ftate  and  againft  his 
matter,  which  he  mould  repent  as  long  as  he  lived. 
A  thou  land  other  reproaches  he  added,  which  put 
fife  poor  king*  into  a  new  agony  in  behalf  of  a  ier- 
.:i,  who,  he  foreiaw,  would  fuffer  for  anfwering 

him 
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him  honeftlv.     Upon  which  he  faid  with  fome  emo-  CHAP. 

.  YT  TV 

tion,  Nay,  by  God,  Stenny,  you  are  much  to  blame  *f_  '  f 

for  ufwg  himfo  :  He  anfwered  ?ne  direclly  to  the  qucf-  16*3. 
tion  which  I  a/Jccd  him,  and  very  honefily  and  wifely  ; 
and  yet,  you  know,  he  faid  no  more  than  I  told  you  be- 
fore he  was  called  in.  However,  after  all  this  paf- 
fion  on  both  fides,  James  renewed  his  confent ;  and 
proper  directions  were  given  for  the  journey.  Nor 
was  he  now  at  any  lofs  to  difcover,  that  the  whole 
intrigue  was  originally  contrived  by  Buckingham, 
as  well  as  purfued  violently  by  his  fpirit  and  impe- 
tuofity. 

These  circumflances,  which  fo  well  characlerife 
the  perfons,  feem  to  have  been  related  by  Cottington 
to  lord  Clarendon,  from  whom  they  are  here  tranf- 
cribed  ;  and  though  minute,  are  not  undeferving  of 
a  place  in  hiftory. 

The  prince  and  Buckingham,  with  their  two  at- 
tendants, and  fir  Richard  Graham,  matter  of  horfe 
to  Buckingham,  pafled  difguifed  and  undiscovered 
through  France ;  and  they  even  ventured  into  a 
court-ball  at  Paris,  where  Charles  faw  the  princefs 
Henrietta,  whom  he  afterwards  efpoufed,  and  who 
was  at  that  time  in  the  bloom  of  youth  and  beauty. 
In  eleven  days  after  their  departure  from  London,  7th  Mar. 
they   arrived  at  Madrid ;  and  furprifed  every  body  T!ie   , 

j  'i  j         ^  j    nnncc  s 

by  a  ftep  fo  unufual  among  great  princes.  The  journey  to 
Spanifh  monarch  immediately  paid  Charles  a  vifit,  Spain. 
exprefTed  the  utmofl  gratitude  for  the  confidence 
repofed  in  him,  and  made  warm  protestations  of  a 
correfpondent  confidence  and  friendfhip.  By  the 
moft  ttudious  civilities,  he  mowed  the  refpect  which 
he  bore  to  his  royal  gueft.  He  gave  him  a  golden 
key,  which  opened  all  his  apartments,  that  the  prince 
n  :;;ht,  without  any  introduction,  have  accefs  to  him 
at  all  hours :  He  took  the  left  hand  of  him  on  every 
occafon,  except  in  the  apartments  afligned  to 
Charles  ;  for  there,  he  faid,  the  prince  was  at  home : 
Charles  was  introduced  into  the  palace  with  the  fame 

K  3  pomp 
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C  H  A  P.  pomp  and  ceremony  that  attends  the  king?  of  Snain 
on  their  coronation  :  The  council  received  public 
i6t3.  order",  to  obey  him  as  the  king  himfelf :  Olivarez 
too,  though  a  grandee  of  Spain,  who  has  the  right 
cf  being  covered  before  his  own  king,  would  not 
put  en  his  hat  in  the  prince's  prefence  " :  All  the 
prifons  of  Spain  were  thrown  open,  and  all  the  pri- 
soners received  their  freedom,  as  if  the  event,  the 
mod  honourable  and  moll:  fortunate,  had  happened 
to  the  monarchy ''! :  And  every  fumptuary  law  with 
regard  to  apparel  was  fufnended  during  Charles's 
residence  in  Spain.  The  Infanta,  however,  was  only 
ihown  to  her  lover  in  public ;  the  Spaniih  ideas  of 
decency  being  fo  Uriel,  as  not  to  allow  of  any  farther 
intercourfe,  till  the  arrival  of  the  difpenfation r. 

The  point  of  honour  was  carried  fo  far  by  that 
generous  people,  that  no  attempt  was  made,  on 
account  of  the  advantage  which  they  had  acquired, 
of  impofmg  any  harder  conditions  of  treaty  :  Their 
pious  zeal  only  prompted  them,  on  one  occafion,  to 
defire  more  conceffions  in  the  religious  articles  ;  but, 
upon  the  oppcfition  of  Briftol,  accompanied  with 
fome  reproaches,  they  immediately  defiited.  The 
pope,  however,  hearing  of  the  prince's  arrival  in 
Madrid,  tacked  fome  new  claufes  to  the  difpenfa- 
tion*; and  it  became  necefTary  to  tranfmit  the  articles 
to  London,  that  the  king  might  ratify  them.  This 
treaty,  which  was  made  public,  confifled  of  feveral 
articles,  chiefly  regarding  the  exercife  of  the  catholic 
religion  by  the  Infanta  and  her  houfehold.  Nothing 
could  reafonably  be  found  fault  with,  except  one  ar- 
ticle, in  which  the  king  promifed,  that  the  children 
iliould  be  educated  by  the  princefs,  till  ten  years  of 
age.  This  condition  could  not  be  infilled  on,  but 
with  a  view  of  feafoning  their  minds  with  catholic 
principles  ;  and  though  fo  tender  an  age  feemed  a 

r  Franh'yn,  p.  73.  1  Idem,  p.  74, 

1  RuiLwcrth,  vol.  i.  p.  77.         s  Idem,  vol.  i.  p.  84. 

fufrlcient 
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fufficient  fecurity  againfl:  theological  prejudices,  yet  chap. 
the  fame  reaibn  which  made  the  pope  iniert  that     XLIX. 
article,  mould  have  induced  the  king  to  reject  it.       u  1623. 

Besides  the  public  treaty,  there  were  feparate 
articles  privately  fworn  to  by  the  king ;  in  which 
he  promiied  to  fufpend  the  penal  laws  enacted  againfl 
catholics,  to  procure  a  repeal  of  them  in  parliament, 
and  to  grant  a  toleration  for  the  exercife  of  the 
catholic  religion  in  private  houfes r.  Great  mur- 
murs, we  may  believe,  would  have  arifen  againfl 
thefe  articles,  had  they  been  made  known  to  the 
public  ;  fince  we  find  it  to  have  been  imputed  as 
an  enormous  crime  to  the  prince,  that,  having  re- 
ceived, about  this  time,  a  very  civil  letter  from 
the  pope,  he  was  induced  to  return  a  very  civil 
anfwer  ". 

Meanwhile  Gregory  XV.  who  granted  the  dif- 
penfation  died,  and  Urban  VIII.  was  chofen  in  his 
place.  Upon  this  event,  the  nuncio  refufed  to 
deliver  the  difpenfation,  till  it  mould  be  renewed  by 
Urban  ;  and  that  crafty  pontif  delayed  fending  a 
new  difpenfation,  in  hopes  that,  during  the  prince's 
refidence  in  Spain,  fome  expedient  might  be  fallen 
upon  to  effect  his  converfion.  The  king  of  Eng- 
land, as  well  as  the  prince,  became  impatient.  On 
the  firft  hint,  Charles  obtained  permiffion  to  return  ; 
and  Philip  graced  his  departure  with  all  the  circum- 
ftances  of  elaborate  civility  and  refpect,  which  had 
attended  his  reception.  He  even  erected  a  pillar 
on  the  fpot  where  they  took  leave  of  each  other,  as 
a  monument  of  mutual  friendfhip  ;  and  the  prince, 
having  fworn  to  the  obfervance  of  all  the  articles, 
entered  on  his  journey,  and  embarked  on  board  the 
English  fleet  at  St.  Andero. 

The  character  of  Charles,  compofed  of  decency, 
referve,  modefly,  fcbriety  ;  virtues  fo  agreeable  to 

1  Frankly  n,  p.  80.    Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  89.    Kennct,  p.  769. 
«  Ruihworth,  vol.  i.  p.  82.    Franklyn,  p.  77. 

K  4  the 


136  HISTORY    OF    GREAT    BRITAIN. 

c  H  A  P.  the  manners  of  the  Spaniards  ;  the  unparalleled 
[^_J  confidence  which  he  had  repofed  in  their  nation ; 
the  romantic  gallantry  which  he  had  practifed  to- 
wards tbcirprincefs  ;  all  thefe  circumfhmces,  joined 
to  his  youth  and  advantageous  figure,  had  endeared 
him  to  the  whole  court  of  Madrid,  and  had  im- 
preiTed  the  moil  favourable  ideas  of  him  v.  But,  in 
the  fame  proportion  that  the  prince  was  beloved 
and  efieemed,  was  Buckingham  defpifed  and  hated. 
His  behaviour,  compofed  of  Englifh  familiarity,  and 
French  vivacity ;  his  rallies  of  pallion,  his  indecent 
freedoms  with  the  prince,  his  diffolute  pleafures,  his 
arrogant,  impetuous  temper,  which  he  neither  could, 
nor  cared  to  difguife ;  qualities  like  thefe,  could, 
moft  of  them,  be  efieemed  no-where,  but  to  the 
Spaniards  were  the  objects  of  peculiar  averfion?. 
They  could  not  conceal  their  furprife,  that  fuch  a 
youth  could  intrude  into  a  negociation  now  conduct- 
ed to  a  period  by  fo  accomplimed  a  miniiter  as 
Briftol,  and  could  affume  to  himfelf  all  the  merit  of 
it.  They  lamented  the  Infanta's  fate,  who  mud  be 
approached  by  a  man,  whofe  temerity  feemed  to  re- 
fpecl  no  laws,  divine  or  human 7:  And  when  they 
obferved,  that  he  had  the  imprudence  to  infult  the 
Conde  duke  of  Olivarez,  their  prime  miniiter,  every 
one,  who  was  ambitious  of  paying  court  to  the 
Spanifh,  became  defirous  of  mowing  a  contempt  for 
the  En^lim  favourite. 

The  duke  of  Buckingham  told  Olivarez,  that  his 
own  attachment  to  the  Spanifh  nation  and  to  the 
king  of  Spain  was  extreme  ;  that  he  would  contri- 
bute to  every  meafure  which  could  cement  the 
fricndlhip  between  England  and  them  ;  and  that  his 
peculiar  ambition  would  be  to  facilitate  the  prince's 
marriage  with  the  Infanta.  But,  he  added,  with  a 
iincerity  equally  infolent  and  indifcreet,  With  regard- 
to  you,  fir,  in  particular,  you  muji  not  confider  me  as 

x  FiMnklyn,  p.  So.     Rufliwovtb,  vol.  i.  p.  103.  < 

y  ibid.  vol.  i.  p.  101.  z  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  36. 
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yeur  friend,  but  muft  ever  expeel  from  me  all  poffible  CHAP. 
enmity  and  oppofition.      The  Conde  duke  replied,  ^^^ 
with  a  becoming  dignity,  that  he  very  willingly  ac-      ^22. 
cepted  of  what  was  proffered  him  :    And  on  thefe 
terms  the  favourites  parted  a. 

Buckingham,  fenfible  how  odious  he  was  be- 
come to  the  Spaniards,  and  dreading  the  influence 
which  that  nation  would  naturally  acquire  after  the 
arrival  of  the  Infanta,  refolved  to  employ  all  his 
credit  in  order  to  prevent  the  marriage.  By- what 
arguments  he  could  engage  the  prince  to  offer  fuch 
an  infult  to  the  Spanifh  nation,  from  whom  he  had 
met  with  fuch  generous  treatment ;  by  what  colours 
he  could  difguife  the  ingratitude  and  imprudence  of 
fuch  a  meafure ;  thefe  are  totally  unknown  to  us. 
We  may  only  conjecture,  that  the  many  unavoid- 
able caufes  of  delay,  which  had  fo  long  prevented 
the  arrival  of  the  difpenfation,  had  afforded  to  Buck- 
ingham a  pretence  for  throwing  on  the  Spaniards 
the  imputation  of  infmcerity  in  the  whole  treaty. 
It  alfo  appears,  that  his  impetuous  and  domineer- 
ing character  had  acquired,  what  it  ever  after  main- 
tained, a  total  afcendant  over  the  gentle  and  modeffc 
temper  of  Charles ;  and,  when  the  prince  left 
Madrid,  he  was  firmly  determined,  notwithltand- 
ing  all  his  profeffions,  to  break  off  the  treaty  with 
Spain. 

It  is  not  likely  that  Buckingham  prevailed  fo 
eafily  with  James  to  abandon  a  project,  which, 
during  fo  many  years,  had  been  the  object  of  all  his 
wifhes,  and  which  he  had  now  unexpectedly  con- 
ducted to  a  happy  period  D.  A  rupture  with  Spain, 
the  lofs  of  two  millions,  were  profpects  little  agree- 
able to  this  pacific  and  indigent  monarch.  But, 
finding  his  only  fon  bent  againft  a  match,  which  had 
always  been  oppofed  by  his  people  and  his  parlia- 
ment, he  yielded  to  the  difficulties  winch  he  had  not 

a  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  103,    Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  57. 
b  Backet's  Life  of  Williams. 

courage 
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C  H  A  P.  courage  or  ftrength  of  mind  fufficient  to  overcome. 

xlix.     -y^g  pnnce  therefore,  and  Buckingham,  on  their 

j62^      arrival  at  London,  affumed  entirely  the  direction  of 

the  negociation ;  and  it  was  their  bufinefs   to  feek 

for  pretences,  by  which  they  could  give  a  colour  to 

their  intended  breach  of  treaty. 

Though  the  reflitution  of  the  Palatinate  had  ever 
been  confidered  by  James  as  a  natural  or  necenary 
confequence  of  the  Spanifh  alliance,  he  had  ai 
forbidden  his  minifters  to  infiit  on  it  as  a  prelimi- 
nary article  to  the  concluiion  of  the  marriage  treaty. 
He  confidered  that  this  principality  was  now  in  the 
hands  of  the  emperor  and  the  duke  of  Bavaria  ;  and 
that  it  was  no  longer  in  the  king  of  Spain's  pow^r, 
by  a  iingle  ftroke  of  his  pen,  to  reitore  it  to  its 
ancient  matter.  The  firicl  alliance  of  Spain  with 
thefe  princes  would  engage  Philip,  he  thought,  to 
foften  fo  difagreeabie  a  demand  by  every  art  of  ne- 
gotiation ;  and  many  articles  mud  of  necelTity  be 
adjufted,  before  fuch  an  important  point  could  be 
effected.  It  was  fufficient,  in  James's  opinion,  if 
the  fmccrity  of  the  Spanifh  court  could,  for  the 
prefent,  be  afcertained  ;  and,  dreading  farther  de- 
lays of  the  marriage,  fo  long  wifhed  for,  he  was 
refolved  to  trull  the  palatine's  full  reftoration  to  the 
event  of  future  counfels  and  deliberations  c. 

This  whole  fyilem  of  negociation  Buckingham 
now  reverfed  ;  and  he  overturned  every  fuppohtion 
upon  which  the  treaty  had  hitherto  been  conducted. 
After  many  fruitlefs  artifices  were  employed  to  delay 
or  prevent  the  efpoufals,  Briftol  received  pofitive 
orders  not  to  deliver  the  proxy,  which  had  been  left 
in  his  hands,  or  to  finiih  the  marriage,  till  fecurity 
we'fe  given  for  the  full  reflitution  of  the  Palatinate  . 
Philip  underftood  this  language.  He  had  been  ac- 
quainted with  the  difgult  received  by  Buckingham  ; 
and  deeming  him  a  man  capable  of  facriheing  to 

c  Pari.  Hifr.  vol.  vi.   p.  57. 

«•  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  105.    Kennct,  p.  776. 
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his  own  ungovernable  paffions,  the  greatefl  intereits  c  H  A  P. 
of  his  matter  and  of  his  country,  he  had  expected, 
that  the  unbounded  credit  of  that  favourite  would  be      ItJtz. 
employed  to  embroil  the  two  nations.     Determined,  Marriage 
however,  to  throw  the  blame  of  the  rupture  entirely  broken, 
on   the  Englifh,  he  delivered  into  Briitol's   hand  a 
written  promife,  by  which  he  bound  himfelf  to  pro- 
cure the  reftoration  of  the  Palatinate,  either  by  per- 
fuafion,  or    by  every   other  poflible  means ;    and, 
when  he  found  that  this  conceffion  gave  no  fatif- 
faclion,  he  ordered  the  Infanta  to  lay  afide  the  title 
of  princefs  of  Wales,  which  me  bore  after  the  ar- 
rived of  the  difpenfation  from  Rome,  and  to  drop 
the  fludy  of  the  Englifh  language  e.     And  thinking 
that  fuch  rafh  counfels,  as  now  governed  the  court 
of  England,  would  not  flop  at  the  breach  of  the 
marriage  treaty,  he  ordered  preparations  for  war 
immediately  to  be  made  throughout  all  his  domi- 
nions r. 

Thus  James,  having,  by  means  inexplicable  from 
the  ordinary  rules  of  politics,  conducted  fo  near  an 
honourable  period,  the  marriage  of  his  fon,  and  the 
reftoration  of  his  fon-in-law,  failed  at  lafl  of  his 
purpofe,  by  means  equally  unaccountable. 

But,  though  the  expedients  already  ufed  by 
Buckingham  were  fufficiently  inglorious  both  for 
himfelf  and  for  the  nation,  it  was  necefTary  for  him, 
ere  he  could  fully  effecl  his  purpofe,  to  employ  arti- 
fices ftill  more  difhonourablc. 

The  king,  having  broken  with  Spain,  was  obliged  1624. 
to  concert  new  meafures ;  and,  without  the  afiiir- 
ance  of  parliament,  no  effectual  ftep  of  any  kind 
could  be  taken.  The  benevolence  which,  durmr 
the  interval,  had  been  rigoroufly  exacted  for  re- 
covering the  Palatinate,  though  levied  for  fo  po- 
pular an  end,  had  procured  to  the  king  lefs  money 


e  Franklyn,  p.  ?o.    Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  112. 
i  Rufhworth,  vol,  i.  p.  114. 
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CHAP,  than   ill-will  from  his   fubjects g.      Whatever   dif- 

XLlx.     couragements,  therefore,  he  might  receive  from  his 

j624.      ill  agreement  with  former  parliaments,  there  was 

A  parlia-    a  necemty  of  fummoning  once  more  this  affembly  : 

meBt"  And  it  might  be  hoped,  that  the  Spanifh  alliance, 
which  gave  fuch  umbrage,  being  abandoned,  the 
commons   would  now  be  better  fatisfied  with  the 

29th  Feb.  king's  adminiftration.  In  his  fpeech  to  the  houfes, 
James  dropped  fome  hints  of  his  caufes  of  com- 
plaint againft  Spain  ;  and  he  gracioufly  condefcended 
to  afk  the  advice  of  parliament,  which  he  had  ever 
before  rejected,  with  regard  to. the  conduct  of  fo 
important  an  affair  as  his  fon's  marriage  h.  Buck- 
ingham delivered,  to  a  committee  of  lords  and  com- 
mons,  a  long  narrative,  which  he  pretended  to  be 
true  and  complete,  of  every  ftep  taken  in  the  ne- 
gotiations with  Philip  :  But  partly  by  the  fuppremon 
of  fome  facts,  partly  by  the  falfe  colouring  laid  on 
others,  this  narrative  was  calculated  entirely  to  mif- 
lead  the  parliament,  and  to  throw  on  the  court  of 
Spain  the  reproach  of  artifice  and  infmcerity.  He 
faid  that,  after  many  years  negotiation,  the  king 
found  not  himfelf  any  nearer  his  purpofe ;  and  that 
Briftol  had  never  brought  the  treaty  beyond  ge- 
neral profeffions  and  declarations :  That  the  prince, 
doubting  the  good  intentions  of  Spain,  refolved  at 
laft  to  take  a  journey  to  Madrid,  and  put  the 
matter  to  the  utmoft  trial :  That  he  there  found 
fuch  artificial  dealing  as  made  him  conclude  3.11  the 
fteps  taken  towards  the  marriage  to  be  falfe  and  de- 
ceitful:    That   the  reftitution    of  the    Palatinate, 

«  To  fhcw  by  what  violent  meafures  benevolences  were  ufually 
railed,  Johnitone  tells  us,  in  his  Rerum  Britannic  arum  hiJloria>  th.it 
Barnes,  a  citizen  of  London,  was  the  firft  who  refufed  to  contribute 
any  thing;  upon  which  the  treasurer  lent  him  word,  that  lie  muft 
immediately  prepare  himfelf  to  carry,  by  poft,  a  dilpatch  into  InJand. 
The  citizen  was  t'l;:d  to  make  his  peace,  by  paying  a  hundred 
pounds;  and  no  one  durlt  afterwards  refufe  the  benevolence  re- 
quired.   See  fanner,-  Coke,  p.  80. 

b  Franklyn,  p.  79.    Rulh  worth,  vol.  i.  p.  115.    Kennet,  p.  778. 
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which  had  ever  been  regarded  by  the  king  as  an  chap. 
eiTential  preliminary,  was  not  ferioufly  intended  by      x^lx- 
Spain :  And  that,  after  enduring  much  bad  ufage,      ,624. 
the  prince  was  obliged  to  return  to  England,  with- 
out any  hopes,  either  of  obtaining  the  Infanta,  or 
ofreftoring  the  elector  palatine  h. 

This  narrative,  which,  conlidering  the  import- 
ance of  the  occafion,  and  the  folemnity  of  that 
affembly  to  which  it  was  delivered,  deferves  great 
blame,  was  yet  vouched  for  truth  by  the  prince  of 
Wales,  who  was  prefent ;  and  the  king  himfelf  lent 
it,  indirectly,  his  authority,  by  telling  the  parlia- 
ment that  it  was  by  his  orders  Buckingham  laid  the 
whole  affair  before  them.  The  conduct  of  thefe 
princes  it  is  difficult  fully  to  excufe.  It  is  in  vain 
to  plead  the  youth  and  inexperience  of  Charles ; 
unlefs  his  inexperience  and  youth,  as  is  probable  \ 
if  not  certain,  really  led  him  into  error,  and  made 
him  fwallow  all  the  falfities  of  Buckingham.  And 
though  the  king  was  here  hurried  from  his  own 
meamres  by  the  impetuofity  of  others  ;  nothing 
fhould  have  induced  him  to  proftitute  his  character, 
and  feem  to  vouch  the  impoflures,  at  leaft  falfe  co- 
lourings, of  his  favourite,  of  which  he  had  fo  good.  • 
reafon  to  entertain  a  fufpicion  k. 

Buckingham's  narrative,  however  artfully  dif- 
guifed,  contained  fo  many  contradictory  circum- 
itances,  as  were  fufficient  to  open  the  eyes  of  all 
realbnable  men  ;  but  it  concurred  fo  well  with  the 
pamons  and  prejudices  of  the  parliament,  that  no 
icruple  was  made  of  immediately  adopting  it  h 
Charmed  with  having  obtained  at  length  the  op- 

h  Franklyn,  p.  89,  90,  91,  &c.  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  119,  120, 
&c.     Pari.  Hilt.  vol.  vi.  p.  20,  ai,  &c.  v 

»  See  note  [M]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

k  It  mull,  however,  be  confeffed,that  the  king  afterwards  warned 
the  houfe  not  to  take  Buckingham's  narrative  for  his,  though  it  was 
laid  before  them  by  his  order.  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  vi.  p.  104.  James 
was  probably  afhamed  to  have  been  carrkd  fo  far  by  his  favourite. 

IFarl.Hift.  vol.  vi.  p.  74. 

portunity, 
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CHAP,  portunify,  fo  long  wimed  for,  of  going  to  war  with 
XL1X-  t  papiils,  they  little  thought  of  future  confequences  ; 
i6z4i  but  immediately  advifed  the  king  to  break  off  both 
treaties  with  Spain,  as  well  that  which  regarded 
the  marriage,  as  that  for  the  reftitution  of  the  Pa- 
latinate m.  The  people,  ever  greedy  of  war  till  they 
fuffer  by  it,  difplayed  their  triumph  at  thefe  violent 
meafures  by  public  bonfires  and  rejoicings,  and  by 
infults  on  the  Spanifh  minifters.  Buckingham  was 
now  the  favourite  of  the  public,  and  of  the  parlia- 
ment. Sir  Edward  Coke,  in  the  houfe  of  commons, 
called  him  the  faviour  of  the  nation  n.  Every  place 
rcfounded  with  his  praifes.  And  he  himfelf,  in- 
toxicated by  a  popularity  which  he  enjoyed  fo  little 
time,  and  which  he  fo  ill  deferved,  violated  all  duty 
to  his  indulgent  mailer,  and  entered  into  cabals  with 
the  puritanical  members,  who  had  ever  oppofed  the 
royal  authority.  He  even  encouraged  fchemes  for  abo- 
lishing the  order  of  bifhops,  and  felling  the  dean  and 
chapter  lands,  in  order  to  defray  the  expences  of  a 
Spaniili  war.  And  the  king,  though  he  ftill  enter- 
tained projects  for  temporifing,  and  for  forming  an 
accommodation  with  Spain,  was  fo  borne  down  by 
the  torrent  of  popular  prejudices,  conducted  and 
increafed  by  Buckingham,  that  he  was  at  lad  obliged, 
in  a  fpeech  to  parliament,  to  declare  in  favour  of 
hoftile  meafures,  if  they  would  engage  to  fupport 
him0.  Doubts  of  their  fincerity  in  this  refpect, 
doubts  which  the  event  mowed  not  to  be  ill- 
grounded,  had  probably  been  one  caufe  of  his 
former  pacific  and  dilatory  meafures. 

In  his  fpeech  on  this  occafion,  the  king  began 
with  lamenting  his  own  unhappinefs,  that,  having 
fo  long  valued  himfelf  on  the  epithet  of  the  pacific 
monarch,  he  mould  now,  in  his  old  age,  be  obliged 

m  Franklyn,  p.  98.    Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  123.    Pari.  Hift.  vol.  vi. 
p.  103.  n  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  6.  _  •  Franklyn,  p.  94,  95. 

Rulh worth,  vol.  i.  p.  129,  130. 
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to  exchange  the  bleffings  of  peace  for  the  inevitable  CHAP, 
calamities  of  war.  He  represented  to  them  the  im-  ^  X*AX\ 
menfe  and  continued  expcnce  requifite  for  military  1624. 
armaments  ;  and  befidcs  fupplies,  from  time  to 
time,  as  they  mould  become  neceffary,  he  demanded 
a  vote  of  fix  fubfidies  and  twelve  fifteenths,  as  a 
proper  ftock  before  the  commencement  of  hoftilities. 
lie  told  them  of  his  intolerable  debts,  chiefly  con- 
tracted by  the  fums  remitted  to  the  Palatinate  p  ; 
but  he  added,  that  he  did  not  infill  on  any  fupply 
for  his  own  relief,  and  that  it  was  fufficient  for  him, 
if  the  honour  and  fecurity  of  the  public  were  pro- 
vided for.  To  remove  all  fufpicion,  he,  who  had 
ever  ftrcnuoufly  maintained  his  prerogative,  and  who 
had  even  extended  it  into  fome  points  efteemed 
doubtful,  now  made  an  imprudent  conceffion,  of 
which  the  confequences  might  have  proved  fatal  to 
royal  authority  :  He  voluntarily  offered,  that  the 
money  voted  mould  be  paid  to  a  committee  of  par- 
liament, and  mould  be  iffued  by  them,  without 
being  intruded  to  his  management  1.  The  com- 
mons willingly  accepted  of  this  conceffion,  fo  un- 
ufual  in  an  Englifh  monarch ;  they  voted  him  only 
three  fubfidies  and  three  fifteenths  r:  And  they  took 
no  notice  of  the  complaints  which  he  made  of  his 
own  wants  and  neceffities. 

Advantage  was  alfo  taken  of  the  prefent  good 
agreement  between  the  king  and  parliament,  in 
order  to  pafs  the  bill  againif  monopolies,  which  had 
formerly  been  encouraged  by  the  king,  but  which 
had  failed  by  the  rupture  between  him  and  the  laft 
houfe  of  commons.  This  bill  was  conceived  in  fuch 
terms  as  to  render  it  merely  declaratory ;  and  all 
monopolies  were  condemned  as  contrary  to  law  and 
to  the  known  liberties  of  the  people.  It  was  there 
fuppofed,  that  every  fubje£t  of  England  had  entire 

P  See  note  [N]  at  the  end  of  the  volume.      <J  Rufhworth,  vol.  i» 
p.  137.  r  Lefs  than  300.000  pounds. 

power 
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c  HAP.   power  to  difpofe  of  his  own  actions,  provided  he  did 

k^iX'     no  injury  to  any  of  his  fellow-fubjects  ;  and  that  no 

1624.     prerogative  of  the  king,  no  power  of  any  magistrate, 

nothing  but  the  authority  alone  of  laws,  could  re- 

ftrain  that  unlimited  freedom.     The  full  profecution 

of  this  noble  principle  into  all  its  natural  confe- 

quences,  has  at  lafl,  through   many   contefts,  pro- 

•'    duced  that  lingular  and  happy  government  which 

we  enjoy  at  prefent s. 

The  houfe  of  commons  alfo  corroborated,  by  a 
new  precedent,  the  important  power  of  impeach- 
ment, which,  two  years  before,  they  had  exerciled 
in  the  cafe  of  chancellor  Bacon,  and  which  had  lain 
dormant  for  near  two  centuries,  except  when  they 
ferved  as  iniiruments  of  royal  vengeance.  The  earl 
of  Middlefex  had  been  raifed,  by  Buckingham's  in- 
terefl:,  from  the  rank  of  a  London  merchant,  to  be 
treafurer  of  England  ;  and,  by  his  activity  and  ad- 
drefs,  feemed  not  unworthy  of  that  preferment. 
But,  as  he  incurred  the  difpleafure  of  his  patron, 
by  fcrupling  or  refufmg  fome  demands  of  money, 
during  the  prince's  refidence  in  Spain,  that  favourite 
vowed  revenge,  and  employed  all  his  credit  among 
the  commons  to  procure  an  impeachment  of  the 
treafurer.  The  king  was  extremely  diflatisfied  with 
this  meafure,  and  prophefied  to  the  prince  and 
duke,  that  they  would  live  to  have  their  fill  of  par- 
liamentary profecutions c.  In  a  fpeech  to  the  par- 
liament, he  endeavoured  to  apologife  for  Middlefex, 
and  to  foften  the  accufation  againfl  him  u.  The 
charge,  however,  was  (till  maintained  by  the  com- 
mons ;  and  the  treafurer  was  found  guilty  by  the 
peers,  though  the  mifdemeanors  proved  againft  him 
were  neither  numerous  nor  important.  The  ac- 
cepting of  two  prefents  of  five  hundred  pounds 
a-ptece,  for  paiTmg  two  patents,  was  the  article  of 

s  See  note  [O]  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  *  Clarendon,  vol.  i. 

p.  223.  u  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  vi.  p.  19. 

2 1  greatefl 


J     A     M    E    S        I.  145 

gtcateft   weight.      His  fentence  was,  to  be  fined  c  :t  a  p. 
50,000  pounds  for  the  king's  ufe,  and  to  fuller  all     ?tLIX- 
the  other  penalties  formerly  inflicted  upon  Bacon.       j£i4 
The  fine  was  afterwards  remitted  by  the  prince,  when 
he  mounted  the  throne. 

This   feilicn  an  addrefs  was  alfo  made  very  dif- 
agreeable  to  the  king,  craving  the  fevere  execution 
of  the  lavs  againft  catholics.     His  anfwer-  was  gra- 
cious  and    condefcending  w  ;     though  he  declared 
againfl  perfecution,  as  being  an  improper  rneafure 
for  the  fuppreiTion  of  any  religion,  according  to  the 
received  maxim,    That  the  blood  of  the  martyrs  was 
the  feed  of  the  church.     He  alfo  condemned  an  en- 
tire indulgence  of  the  catholics  ;     and  teemed  to 
represent  a  middle  courfe  ac  the  mod  humane  and 
mod   politic.       He  went  fo   far   as  even  to  affirm, 
with  an   oath,  that   he  never  had  entertained   any 
thoughts  of  granting  a  toleration  to   thefe  religicn- 
ifls  V     The   liberty  of  exercifing  their  worlhip   in 
private  houfes,   which  he  had  fecretly  agreed  to  in 
the  Spanilh  treaty,   did  not  appear  to  him  deferring 
that  name ;   and  it  was  probably  by  means  of  this 
explication,   he  thought  that  he  had  faved  his  ho- 
nour.    And  as  Buckingham,  in  his  narrative  ;  ,•  con- 
:d    that   the   king  had  agreed   to    a    temporary 
fufpenfion  of  the  penal  laws  againft  the  catholics, 
which  he  diltinguiihed  from  a  toleration,  a  term  at 
that  time  extremely  odious,  James  naturally  deemed 
his  meaning  to  be  fufficiently  explained,  and  feared 
not  any  reproach  of  ialiehood  or  duplicity,  on  ac- 
count of  this  afleveration.     After  all  thefe  tranf-  *sth  May. 

•  •is,  the  parliament  was  prorogued  by  the  king, 
who  let  fall  fome  hints,  though  in  gentle  terms,  of 
the  fenfe  which  he  entertained  of  their  unkindnefs, 
in  not  fupplying  his  neceffities z. 

•  Frankly n,  p.  ior,  102.  x  See  farther  Franklyn,  p.  87. 
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CHAP.       Tames,  unable  to  refift  fo  ftron£  a  combination 

XI  IX'  /•■■*•  •  • 

^  ^L,_j  as  that  ot   his  people,  his  parliament,  his  fon,    and 

i6z4.      his  favourite,  had  been  compelled  to  embrace  me-a- 
fures,  for  which,  from  temper  as  well  as  judgment, 
he  had   ever   entertained    a  moll   fettled  averfion. 
Though  he   diflembled  his  refentment,  he  began  to 
eftrange  himfelf  from  Buckingham,  to   whom  he 
afcribed   all  thofe  violent  counfels,   and  whom  he 
confidered  as  the  author,  both  of  the  prince's  jour- 
ney to  Spain,    and    of  the  breach  of  the  marriage 
treaty.     The  arrival  of  Briftol  he  impatiently  longed 
for  ;    and  it  was  by  the  affiftance  of  that  minifter, 
whofe  wiidom  he  refpected,  and  whofe  views  he  ap- 
proved, that  he  hoped  in  time  to  extricate  himfelf 
from  his  prefent  difficulties. 
Rctamof       During  the  prince's  abode  in  Spain,  that  able 
Briftol.       negotiator  had  ever  oppofed,  though  unfuccefsfully, 
to   the  impetuous  meafures  fuggefted  by  Bucking- 
ham, his    own    wife    and  well-tempered    counfels. 
After  Charles's  departure,  he  (till,    upon  the  firft 
appearance  of  a  change  of  refolution,  interpoied  his 
advice,  and  ftrenuoufly  infilled  on  the  fincerity  of 
the  Spaniards  in  the  conduct  of  the  treaty,  as  well 
as  the  advantages  which  England  mud  reap  from  the 
completion  of  it.     Enraged  to  rind  that  his  fucceiT- 
ful  labours  mould  be  rendered  abortive  by  the  levi- 
ties and  caprices   of  an  infolent  minion,  he  would 
underftand  no  hints  ;  and  nothing  but  exprefs  orders 
from  his  mailer  could  engage  him  to  make  that  de- 
mand which  he  was  fenfible  iriuft  put  a  final  period 
to  the  treaty.     He  was  not  therefore  furprifed    to 
hear  that  Buckingham  had  declared  himfelf  his  open 
enemy,  and,  on  all  occalions,  had  thrown  out  many 
violent  reflections  againlt  him. 

Nothing  could  be  of  greater  confequence  to 
Buckingham,  than  to  keep  Briftol  at  a  diftance 
both  from  the  king  and  the  parliament  ;  left  the 
power   of  truth,    enforced   by  fo  well-informed  a 

fpeaker, 
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fpeaker,  mould  open  fcenes,  which  were  but  fufpedted  chap. 
by  the  former,  and  of  which  the  latter  had  as  yet  en-  XL™- 
tertained  no  manner  of  jealoufy.  He  applied  there-  j^. 
fore  to  James,  whole  weaknefs,  difguifed  to  himfelf 
under  the  appearance  of  fineffe  and  dilTunuiation, 
was  now  become  abfoliitely  incurable.  A  warrant 
for  fending  Briftol  to  the  Tower  was  iflued  imme- 
diately upon  his  arrival  in  England  b ;  and  though 
he  was  foon  releafed  from  confinement,  yet  orders 
were  carried  him  from  the  king,  to  retire  to  his 
country  feat,  and  to  abltain  from  all  attendance  in 
parliament.  He  obeyed  ;  but  loudly  demanded  an 
opportunity  of  juftifying  himfelf,  and  of  laying  his 
whole  conduct  before  his  mafter.  On  all  occafions 
he  protefled  his  innocence,  and  threw  on  his  enemy 
the  blame  of  every  mifcarriage.  Buckingham,  and, 
at  his  inftigation,  the  prince,  declared,  that  they 
would  be  reconciled  to  Briftol,  if  he  would  but  ac- 
knowledge his  errors  and  ill-conduct :  But  the  fpi- 
rited  nobleman,  jealous  of  his  honour,  refufed  to 
buy  favour  at  lb  high  a  price,  James  had  the  equity 
to  fay,  that  the  infilling  on  that  condition  was  a 
flrain  of  unexampled  tyranny  :  But  Buckingham 
fcrupled  not  to  affert,  with  his  ufnal  prefumption, 
that  neither  the  king,  the  prince,  nor  himfelf,  were  as 
yet  fatisfied  of  Briftol's  innocence  c. 

While  the  attachment  of  the  prince  to  Buck- 
ingham, while  the  timidity  of  James,  or  the 
fhame  of  changing  his  favourite,  kept  the  whole 
court  in  awe  ;  the  Spanim  ambaffador,  Inoiofa,  en- 
deavoured to  open  the  king's  eyes,  and  to  cure 
his  fears,  by  inftilling  greater  fears  into  him.  He 
privately  flipped  into  his  hand  a  paper,  and  gave 
him  a  fignal  to  read  it  alone.  He  there  told  him, 
that  he  was  as  much  a  prifoner  at  London  as 
ever  Francis  I.  was  at  Madrid  ;  that  the  prince  and 

k  Rufhv/crth,  vol.  i.  p.  145.  c  Id.  vol.'i.  p.  259. 
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c  II  A  p.  Buckingham  had  confpired  together,  and  had  the 
X^IX>  whole  court  at  their  devotion  ;  that  cabals  among 
1624.  the  popular  leaders  in  parliament  were  carrying  on 
to  the  extrgpie  prejudice  of  his  authority  ;  that  the 
project  was  to  confine  him  to  fome  of  his  hunting 
feats,  and  to  commit  the  whole  adminiflration  to 
Charles  ;  and  that  it  was  neceffary  for  him,  by  one 
vigorous  effort,  to  vindicate  his  authority,  and  to 
puniih  thole  who  had  fo  long  and  fo  much  abufed  his 
friendfhip  and  beneficence  d. 

What  credit  James  gave  to  this  reprefentation  does 
not  appear.  He  only  difcovered  fome  faint  fymp- 
toms,  which  he  inftantly  retracted,  of  diffatisfaction 
Rupture  with  Buckingham.  •  All  his  public  meafures,  and 
g.^  all  the  alliances  into  which  he  entered,  were  founded 
on  the  fyflem  of  enmity  to  the"  Auftrian  family,  and 
of  war  to  be  carried  on  for  the  recovery  of  the 
Palatinate. 

The  dates  of  the  United  Provinces  were,  at  this 
tiiiie,  governed  by  Maurice ;  and  that  afpiring 
prince,  fenfible  that  his  credit  would  languifh  during 
peace,  had,  on  the  expiration  of  the  twelve  years 
truce,  renewed  the  war  with  the  Spanifh  monarchy. 
His  great  capacity  in  the  military  art  would  have 
cbmpenfated  the  inferiority  of  his  forces,  had  not 
the  Spanifh  armies  been  commanded  by  Spinola, 
a  general  equally  renowned  for  conduct,  and  more 
celebrated  for  enterprife  and  activity.  In  fuch  a 
fituation,  nothing  could  be  more  welcome  to  the 
republic  than  the  profpect  of  a  rupture  between 
James  and  the  catholic  king ;  and  they  flattered 
themfelves,  as  well  from  the  natural  union  of  in- 
terefts  between  them  and  England,  as  from  the  in- 
fluence of  the  prefent  conjuncture,  that  powerful 
fuccours  would  foon  march  to  their  relief.  Accord- 
ingly, an  army  of  fix  thoufand  men  was  levied  in 

d  R  i>.  fit  worth,  vol.  i.  p.  144.     Racket's  Life  of  Williams.    Coke, 
p.  1,07, 
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England,  and  fent  over  to  Holland,  commanded  by  ( 
four  young  noblemen,  Effex,  Oxford,  Southampton, 
and  Willoughby,  who  were  ambitious  ofdiltinguifh- 
ing  themfelves  in  fo  popular  a  caufe,  and  of  ac- 
quiring military  experience  under  fo  renowned  a 
captain  as  Maurice. 

It  might  reasonably  have  been  expected,  that,  as 
religious  zeal  had  made  the  recovery  of  the  Pala- 
tinate appear  a  point  of  filch  vaft  importance  in  Eng- 
land ;  the  fame  effect  might  have  been  produced  in 
France,  by  the  force  merely  of  political  views  and 
confiderations.  While  that  principality  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  houfe  of  Auftria,  the  French  do- 
minions were  furrounded  on  all  fides  by  the  pofTef- 
fions  of  that  ambitious  family,  and  might  be  invaded 
by  fuperior  forces  from  every  quarter.  It  concerned 
the  king  of  France,  therefore,  to  prevent  the  peace- 
able eftablifhment  of  the  emperor  in  his  new  con- 
quers ;  and  both  by  the  fituation  and  greater  power 
of  hisftate,  he  was  much  better  enabled  than  James 
to  give  fuccour  to  the  diftrefted  palatine c.  But  though 
thefe  views  efcaped  not  Louis,  nor  cardinal  Rich- 
lieu,  who  now  began  to  acquire  anafcendant  in  the 
French  court ;  that  minifter  was  determined  to  pave 
the  way  for  his  enterprifes  by  firft  fubduing  the 
Hugonots,  and  thence  to  proceed,  by  mature  coun- 
fels,  to  humble  the  houfe  of  Auftria.  The  profpect, 
however,  of  a  conjunction  with  England  was  pre- 
fently  embraced,  and  all  imaginable  encouragement 
was  given  to  every  propofal  for  conciliating  a  mar- 
riage between  Charles  and  the  princefs  Henrietta. 

Notwithstanding  the  fenfible  experience, 
which  James  might  have  acquired,  of  the  unfur- 
mountable  antipathy  entertained  by  his  fubje&s 
'againft  an  alliance  with  catholics,  he  ftill  perfevered 

e  See  Colle&ion  of  State  Papers  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  p.  393. 
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CHAP,  in  the  opinion,  that  his  fon  would  be  degraded  by  re- 
xlix.     ceiving  into  his  bed  a  princefs  of  lefs  than  royal  ex- 

u  III  \  traction.  After  the  rupture,  therefore,  with  Spain, 
nothing  remained  but  an  alliance  with  France ; 
and  to  that  court  he  immediately  applied  himfelf ', 
The  fame  allurements  had  not  here  place,  which 
had  fo  long  entangled  him  in  the  Spanifh  negotia- 
tion :  The  portion  promifed  was  much  inferior  ; 
and  the  peaceable  reftoration  of  the  palatine  could 
not  thence  be  expected.  But  James  was  afraid  left 
his  fon  fhould  be  altogether  difappointed  of  a  bride  ; 
and  therefore,  as  foon  as  the  French  king  demanded, 
for  the  honour  of  his  crown,  the  fame  terms  which 
had  been  granted  to  the  Spanifh,  he  was  prevailed 
with  to  comply.  And  as  the  prince,  during  his 
abode  in  Spain,  had  given  a  verbal  promife  to  allow 
the  Infanta  the  education  of  her  children  till  the 
age  of  thirteen,  this  article  was  here  inferted  in  the 
treaty  ;  and  to  that  imprudence  is  generally  im- 
puted the  prefent  diflrefled  condition  of  his.  poile- 
rity.  The  court  of  England,  however,  it  mud  be 
confeffed,  always  pretended,  even  in  their  memo- 
rials to  the  French  court,  that  all  the  favourable 
conditions  granted  to  the  catholics,  were  inferted  in 
the  marriage  treaty  merely  to  pleafe  the  pope,  and 
that  their  {trier,  execution  was,  by  an  agreement  with 
France,  fecretly  difpenfed  with'. 

As  much  as  the  conclufion  of  the  marriage  treaty 
was  acceptable  to  the  king,  as  much  were  all  the 
military  enterprifes  difagrecable,  both  from  the  ex- 
treme difficulty  of  the  undertaking  in  which  he  was 
engaged,  and  from  his  own  incapacity  for  fuch  a 
icene  of  action. 

During  the  Spanifn  negotiation,  Heidelberg  and 
;   Manheim  had  been  taken  by  the  Imperial  forces  5 

F  Ruih worth,  vol.  i.  p- 1  s«.  *  See  note  [P]  at  the  ciul  of 
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and  Frankendale,  though  the  garrifon  was  entirely  chap. 
Englifh,  was  cloiely  befieged  by  them.  After  re-  t  XLIX- 
iterated  remonilrances  from  James,  Spaininterpofed,  x$a4. 
and  procured  a  fufpenfion  of  arms  during  eighteen 
months.  But  as  Frankendale  was  the  only  place  of 
Frederic's  ancient  dominions  wrhich  was  (till  in  his 
hands,  Ferdinand,  defirous  of  withdrawing  his  forces 
from  the  Palatinate,  and  of  leaving  that  flate  in 
iecuritv,  was  unwilling  that  fo  important  a  fortrefs 
mould  remain  in  the  pofleilion  of  the  enemy.  To 
compromise  all  differences,  it  was  agreed  to  iequef- 
trate  it  into  the  hands  of  the  Infanta  as  a  neutral 
peribn  ;  upon  condition  that,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  truce,  it  mould  be  delivered  to  Frederic;  though 
peace  mould  not,  at  that  time,  be  concluded  be- 
tween him  and  Ferdinand  '.  After  the  unexpected 
rupture  with  Spain,  the  Infanta,  when  James  de- 
manded the  execution  of  the  treaty,  offered  him 
peaceable  pofleilion  of  Frankendale,  and  even  pro- 
miled  a  fafe-conducl:  for  the  garrifon  through  the 
Spaniih  Netherlands  :  But  there  was  fome  territory 
of  the  empire  interpofed  between  her  ftate  and  the 
Palatinate ;  and  for  paflage  over  that  territory,  no 
terms  were  ftipulated k.  By  this  chicane,  which 
certainly  had  not  been  employed  if  amity  with 
Spain  had  been  preferved,  the  Palatine  was  totally 
difpoffefied  of  his  patrimonial  dominions. 

The  Englifh  nation,  however,  and  James's  war- 
like council,  were  not  difcouraged.  It  was  flill 
determined  to  re-conquer  the  Palatinate;  a  flate 
lying  in  the  midft  of  Germany,  poffeffed  entirely 
by  the  emperor  and  duke  of  Bavaria,  furrounded 
by  potent  enemies,  and  cut  off  from  all  communica- 
tion with  England.  Count  Mansfeldt  was  taken  Manf- 
into  pay  ;  and  an  Englifh  army  of  twelve  thoufand  feJdt's  ex- 
foot  and  two  hundred  horfe  was  levied  by  a  general  ps  ltlou" 

»  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  74.  k  Idem,  ibid.  p.  151. 
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prefs  throughout    the  m.     During  the  ne- 

gotiation with  France;  vaft  promifes  had  been  made, 
i6n.      though  in  general  terms,  by  the  French   miniftry  ; 
not  only  that  a  free  ihould  be  granted  to  the 

:   troops,  but   that  powerful  fuccours  mould 
alio  join  th  -lr  march' towards  the  Palatinate. 

In  England,   all  thefe  profefTions  were  hafiily  inter- 
preted to  be  pofltive    e  ■ -rents.      The    troops 
under  rVlansfeldt's  command  were  embarked  at  Do- 
l      ■•■>      v'er  ;  but,  upon  failing  over   to   Calais,    found    no 
ore                           for  their  admiffion.  After  waiting 
in  vain  during  fome  time,  they  were  obliged  to  fail 
:s  Zealand  ;   where  it  had  alfo  been  neglected 
to  concert  proper  meafures  for  their  difembarkation ; 
and  fome  fcruples  arofe  among  the  States  on  account 
of  the  {Scarcity!   of  provifions.     Meanwhile  a  pefti- 
:mper    creeped    in  among   the  Englifh 
foaroes,  fo  -long  cooped  up  in  narrc.  _:-.     Half 
army  died  while  on  board  ;   and  the  other  half, 
weakened  by  ficknefs,  appeared  too  frnall  a  body  to 
l6;->      march  into  the  Palatinate  ;.      And  thus   ended   this 
ill-concerted  and  fruiiie's  expedition ;   the  only  dif- 
alter  which  happened  to  England  during  the  pro- 
fperous  and  pacific  reign  of  James. 

That  ceign  was  now  drawing  towards  a  conclu- 
fion.  "With  peace,  fo  fticcefefully  cultivated,  andfo 
paffionately  loved  by  this  monarch,  his  life  alfo  ter- 
;ated.  Tins  fpriflg  he  was  feized  with  a  tertian 
ague  j  and,  when  encouraged  by.  his  courtiers  with 
the  common  proverb,  that  fuch  a  diftemper,  du 
that  icafon,  was  health  for  a  king,  he  replied,  that 
the  proverb  was  meant  of  a  young  king.  After 
fome  fits,' he  found  himfelf  extremely  weakened,  and 
fent  for  the  prince,  whom  he  exhorted  to  bear  a 
tender  affection  for  his  wife,  but  to  preferve  a  con- 
flancy  in  religion;  to  protect  the  church  of  England; 

:i,  p.  104.     Rufr. worth,   voJ»i.  p.  '54      DugclaU',  p.  24. 
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and  to  extend  his  care  towards  the  unhappy  family  c  H  A  P. 
of  the  Palatine  n.     With  decency  and  courage   he     XLIX- 
prepared   himfelf  for   his  end ;    and  he  expired  on      1 625/ 
the  27th  of  March,  after  a  reign  over  England  of  Death  of 
twenty.!  ,\c  years  and  fome  days  ;    and  in  the  fifty-  the  king* 
ninth  year  of  his  age.     His  reign  over  Scotland  was 
almoft  of  equal  duration  with  his  life.    In  all  hiftory, 
it  would  be  difficult  to  find  a  reign  lefs  illuftrious, 
yet  more  unfpotted  and  unblemifhed,  than  that  of 
James  in  both  kingdoms. 

No  prince,  lb  little  enterpriiing  and  fo  inoffenfive,  His  cha- 
was  ever  fo  much  expofed  to  the  oppofite  extremes  ra(^er* 
of  calumny  and  flattery,  of  fatire  and  panegyric. 
And  the  factions,  which  began  in  his  time,  being 
Hill  continued,  have  made  his  character  be  as  much 
difputed  to  this  day,  as  is  commonly  that  of  princes 
who  are  our  contemporaries.  Many  virtues,  how- 
ever, it  mu ft  be  owned,  he  was  pofTefled  of;  but 
fcarce  any  of  them  pure,  or  free  from  the  contagion 
o^  the  neighbouring  vices.  His  generofity  bordered 
on  profufion,  his  learning  on  pedantry,  his  pacific 
difpofition  on  pufillanimity,  his  wifdom  on  cunning, 
his  fritndfhip  on  light  fancy  and  boyifh  fondnefs. 
While  he  imagined  that  he  was  only  maintaining 
his  own  authority,  he  may  perhaps  be  fufpe£ted,  in 
a  few  of  his  actions,  and  ftill  more  of  his  pretentions, 
to  have  lornewhat  encroached  on  the  liberties  of  his 
people  :  While  he  endeavoured,  by  an  exact,  neu- 
trality, to  acquire  the  good-will  of  all  his  neighbours, 
he  was  able  to  preierve  fully  the  efteem  and  regard 
of  none.  His  capacity  was  confiderable  ;  but  fitter 
to  difcourfe  on  general  maxims  than  to  conduct  any 
intricate  bufmefs :  His  intentions  were  juft  ;  but  more 
adapted  to  the  conduct  of  private  life,  than  to  the 
government  of  kingdoms.  Awkward  in  his  perfon, 
and  ungainly  in  his  manners,  he  was  ill  qualified  to 

m  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  155. 
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CHAP,  command  refpect ;  partial  and  undifcerning  in  his 
^  -v-'_(  affections,  he  was  little  fitted  to  acquire  general  love. 
J625.  Of  a  feeble  temper  more  than  of  a  frail  judgment : 
Expofed  to  our  ridicule  from  his  vanity ;  but  ex- 
empt from  our  hatred  by  his  freedom  from  pride 
and  arrogance.  And  upon  the  whole,  it  may  be 
pronounced  of  his  character,  that  all  his  qualities 
were  fullied  with  weaknefs  and  embellifned  by 
humanity.  Of  political  courage  he  certainly  was 
deftitute  ;  and  thence  chiefly  is  derived  the  ltrong 
prejudice  which  prevails  againfl  his  perfonal  bravery : 
An  inference,  however,  which  muft  be  owned,  from 
general  experience,  to  be  extremely  fallacious. 

He  was  only  once  married,  to  Anne  of  Denmark, 
who  died  on  the  3d  of  March  1619,  in  the  forty- 
fifth  year  of  her  age ;  a  woman  eminent  neither  for 
her  vices  nor  her  virtues.  She  loved  mows  and 
expenfive  amufements  ;  but  poffeffed  little  tafte  in 
her  pleafures.  A  great  comet  appeared  about  the 
time  of  her  death  ;,  and  the  vulgar  efteemed  it  the 
prognoflic  of  that  event.  So  confiderable  in  their 
eyes  are  even  the  molt  infignificant  princes. 

He  left  only  one  fon,  Charles,  then  in  the  twenty- 
fifth  year  of  his  age  j  and  one  daughter,  Elizabeth, 
married  to  the  Elector  Palatine.  She  was  aged 
twenty-nine  years.  Thofe  alone  remained  of  fix 
legitimate  children  born  to  him.  He  never  had  any 
illegitimate  ;  and  he  never  dilcovered  any  tendency, 
even  the  fmalleft,  towards  a  pailion  for  any  miftrefs. 

The  archbiihops  of  Canterbury,  during  this 
reign,  were  Whytgift,  who  died  in  1604;  Ban- 
croft, in  1 610;  Abbot,  who  furvived  the  king. 
The  chancellors,  lord  Ellefmore,  who  religned  in 
1 61 7  ;  Bacon  was  firft  lord  keeper  till  1619;  then 
was  created  chancellor,  and  was  difplaced  in  1C21 ; 
Williams,  bifhop  of  Lincoln,  was  created  lord 
keeper  in  his  place.  The  high  treafurers  were, 
the  earl  of  Dorlet,  who  died  in  1609  j    the  earl  of 

Saliibury, 
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Salisbury,  in  1612  ;  the  earl  of  Suffolk,  fined  and  CxjJ^p* 
difplaced  for  bribery  in  161 8  ;  lord  Mandeville,  re- 
fignedin  162 1;  the  earl  of  Middlefex,  difplaced  in  i6*j« 
1624;  the  earl  of  Marlborough  fucceeded.  The 
lord  admirals  were,  the  earl  of  Nottingham,  who 
refigned  in  1 6 1 8 ;  the  earl,  afterwards  duke  of 
Buckingham.  The  fecretaries  of  ftate  were,  the 
earl  of  Saliibury,  fir  Ralph  Winwood,  Nanton, 
Calvert,  lord  Conway,  fir  Albertus  Moreton. 

The  numbers  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  in  the  firfl 
parliament  of  this  reign,  were  feventy-eight  tem- 
poral peers.  The  numbers  in  the  firfl  parliament 
of  Charles  were  ninety-feven.  Confequently  James, 
during  that  period,  created  nineteen  new  peerages 
above  thofe  that  expired. 

The  houfe  of  commons,  in  the  firfl  parliament 
of  this  reign,  confided  of  four  hundred  and  fixtv- 
leven.  members.  It  appears,  that  four  boroughs 
revived  their  charters,  which  they  had  formerly 
neglected.  And  as  the  firfl  parliament  of  Charles 
confifted  of  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  members, 
v/e  may  infer  that  James  created  ten  new  boroughs. 
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Civil  government  of  England  during  this  period 

Ecclejiq/iical government Manners Finances 

Navy Commerce Manufactures 

Colonies Learning  and  arts. 

IT  may  not  be  improper,  at  this  period,  to  make 
a  paufe  -,  and  to  take  a.  furvey  of  the  ftate  of 
the  kingdom,  with  regard  to  government,  manners, 
finances,  arms,  trade,  learning.  Where  a  jufl  no- 
tion is  not  formed  of  thefe  particulars,  hiftory  can 
be  little  inftructive,  and  often  will  not  be  intelli- 
gible. 

We  may  fafely  pronounce,  that  the  Englifh  go-  civ,"|  £°* 
vernment,  at  the  acceffion  of  the  Scottiih  line,  was  0f  Eng-' 
much  more  arbitrary  than  it  is  at  prefent ;  the  pre-*  land, 
rogative  lefs  limited,  the  liberties  of  the  fubject.  lefs 
accurately  defined  and  fecured.    Without  mention- 
ing other  particulars,  the  courts  alone  of  high  com- 

*  This  hiftory  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart  was  written  and  publi/hed  by 
the  author  before  the  hiftory  of  the  houfe  of  Tudor.  Hence  it  hap- 
pens that  fome  paffages,  particularly  in  the  prefent  Appendix,  may 
feem  to  be  repetitions  of  what  was  formerly  delivered  in  th;  reign  of 
Elizabeth.  The  author,  in  order  to  obviate  this  objection,  has  can- 
celled Ibme  hw  pafiSges  in  the"  foregoing  chapters. 
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Appendix.  miffion  and  ftar-chamber  were  fufficient  to  lay"the 
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whole  kingdom  at  the  mercy  of  the  prince. 

The  court  of  high  commiffion  had  been  erefted 
by  Elizabeth,  in  confequence  of  an  act  of  parliament, 
palTed  in  the  beginning  of  her  reign  :  By  this  aft,  it 
was  thought  proper,  during  the  great  revolution  of 
religion,  to  arm  the  fovereign  with  full  powers,  in 
order  to  difcourage  and  fupprefs  oppofuion.  All 
appeals  from  the  inferior  ecclefiaftical  courts  were 
carried  before  the  high  commiffion ;  and,  of  confe- 
quence, the  whole  life  and  doctrine  of  the  clergy  lay 
direftly  under  its  inflection.  Every  breach  of  the 
aft  of  uniformity,  every  refufal  of  the  ceremonies, 
was  cognizable  in  this  court;  and  during  the  reign 
of  Elizabeth,  had  been  punifhed  by  deprivation,  by 
fine,  confiscation,  and  imprisonment.  James  con- 
tented himfelf  with  the  gentler  penalty  of  depriva- 
tion ;  nor  was  that  punifhment  infiifted  with  rigour 
on  every  offender.  Archbiffiop  Spotjwood  tells 
us,  that  he  was  informed  by  Bancroft,  the  primate, 
feveral  years  after  the  king's  acceffion,  that  not 
above  forty-five  clergymen  had  then  been  deprived. 
All  the  catholics  too  were  liable  to  be  punifhed  by 
this  court,  if  they  exercifed  any  act  of  their  religion, 
or  fent  abroad  their  children  or  other  relations,  to 
receive  that  education  which  they  could  not  procure 
them  in  their  own  country.  Popiih  priefts  were 
thrown  into  prifon,  and  might  be  delivered  over  to 
the  law,  which  punifhed  them  with  death  ;  though 
that  feverity  had  been  fparingly  exercifed  by  Eliza- 
beth, and  never  almoft  by  James.  In  a  word,  that 
liberty  of  confidence,  which  we  fo  highly  and  fo 
Juftly  value  at  prefent,  was  totally  fupprefied  ;  and 
no  exercife  of  any  religion,  but  the  eftablifhed,  was 
permitted  throughout  the  kingdom.  Any  word  or 
writing,  which  tended  towards  herefy  or  lchifm,  was 
punifhable  by  the  high  commiffioners  or  any  three 
of  them:  They  alone  were  judges  what  expreffions  had 

thai 
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that  tendency :  They  proceeded  not  by  information,  Appendix. 
but  upon  rumour,  SuSpicion,  or  according  to  their 
difcretion  :  They  adminiftered  an  oath,  by  which 
the  party  cited  before  them,  was  bound  to  anfwer 
any  queftion  which  mould  be  propounded  to  him  : 
Whoever  refufed  this  oath,  though  he  pleaded  ever 
fo  juftly,  that  he  might  thereby  be  brought  to  ac- 
cufe  himfelf  or  his  deareft  friend,  was  punimable  by 
imprisonment :  And  in  fhort,  an  inquifitorial  tribu- 
nal, with  all  its  terrors  and  iniquities,  was  erected  in 
the  kingdom.  Full  difcretionary  powers  were  be- 
(lowed  with  regard  to  the  inquiry,  trial,  Sentence., 
and  penalty  inflicted  ;  excepting  only  that  corporal 
punifhments  were  retrained  by  that  patent  of  the 
prince  which  erected  the  court,  not  by  the  act  of 
parliament,  which  empowered  him.  By  reafon  of 
the  uncertain  limits  which  Separate  ecclefiaftical 
from  civil  caufes,  all  accufations  of  adultery  and  in- 
ceft  were  tried  by  the  court  of  high  commiffion ;  and 
every  complaint  of  wives  againir.  their  hufbands  was 
there  examined  and  difculled u.  On  like  pretences, 
every  cauSe  which  regarded  conScience,  that  is,  every 
cauSe,  could  have  been  brought  under  their  jurii- 
diftion. 

But  there  was  a  Sufficient  reaSon,  why  the  king 
would  not  be  Solicitous  to  Stretch  the  jurisdiction  of 
this  court:    The  Star-chamber  poflefled  the   Same 
authority  in  civil  matters ;  and  its  methods  of  pro- 
ceeding were  equally  arbitrary  and  unlimited.    The. 
origin  of  this  court  was  derived  from  the  moSt  re-* 
mote  antiquity  ? ;  though  it  is  pretended,    that  its  ' 
power  had  fir  ft  been  carried  to  the  greatefl  height . 
by  Henry  VII.     In  all  times,  however,  it  is  con- 

0  Rymer,  torn.  xvii.  p.  200. 

P  Rufhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  473.  In  Chamber's  cafe  it  was  the  una- 
nimous opinion  of  the  court  of  King's  Bench,  that  the  court  of  ftar- 
chambcr  was  not  derived  from  the  ftatute  of  Henry  VII,  but  was  n 
court  many  years  before,  and  one  of  the  moft  hnvh  and  honourable 
courts  of  juftice.  See  Coke's  rep.  term.  Mich.  5  Car.  I.  See  further 
Camden's  But.  vol.  i.  Iutrod.  p.  254.  edit,  of  Gibibn. 
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Appendix,  felled,  it  enjoyed  authority  ;  and  at  no  time  was  its 
authority  circumfcribed,  or  method  of  proceeding 
directed,  by  any  law  or  ftatute. 

We  have  had  already,  or  fhall  have  fufficient 
occafion,  during  the  courfe  of  this  hiitory,  to  men- 
tion the  difpenfing  power,  the  power  or  imprilbn- 
ment,  of  exacting  loans  q,  and  benevolence  of  prefix- 
ing and  quartering  foldiers,  of  altering  the  cuftoms, 
of  erecting  monopolies.  Thefe  branches  of  power, 
if  not  direclly  oppofite  to  the  principles  of  all  free 
government,  mult,  at  lead,  be  acknowledged  dan- 
gerous to  freedom  in  a  monarchical  conftitution, 
where  an  eternal  jealoufy  mud  be  preferred  againfl 
the  fovereign,  and  no  difcretionary  powers  mult  ever 
be  entruiled  to  him,  by  which  the  propertv  or  per- 
fonal  liberty  of  any  fubject  can  be  affected.  The 
kings  -of  England,  however,  had  almoft  conflantly 
exercifeduhefe  powers  ;  and  if,  on  a*iiy  occafion,  the 
prince  had  been  obliged  to  fubmit  to  laws  enacted 
againfl  them,  he  had  ever,  in  practice,  eluded  thefe 
laws,  and  returned  to  the  fame  arbitrary  adminiftra- 
tion.  During  almolt  three  centuries  before  the  ac- 
ceffion  of  James,  the  regal  authority,  in  all  thefe 
particulars,  had  never  once  been  called  in  quef- 
tion. 

We  may  alfo  obferve,  that  the  principles  in  ge- 
neral which  prevailed  during  that  age,  were  fo  fa- 
vourable to   monarch  v.  that   thev  bellowed  on  it 

-    1  j 

an  authorirv  almofl  abiclute  and  unlimited,  facred 
and  in  defeasible. 

The  meetings  of  parliament  were  fo  precarious ; 
their  iefiions  fo  {hort,  compared  to  the  vacation  ; 
that,  when  men's  eyes  were  turned  upwards  in  fearch 
of  fovereign  power,  the  prince  alone  was  apt  to  ilrike 
them  as  the  only  permanent  magistrate,  inverted 
with  the  whole  majefly  and  authority  of  the  flate. 

i  During  feveral  centuries,  no  reign  had  paiTcd  without  fome 
forced  loans  from  the  fubjefl. 

The 
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The  great  complaisance  too  of  parliaments  during  Appendix. 

fo  long  a  period,  had  extremely  degraded  and  ob-  * *~—* 

fcured  thofe  affemblies ;  and  as  all  inftances  of  op- 
pofition  to  prerogative  mull  have  been  drawn  from 
a  remote  age,  they  were  unknown  to  a  great  many, 
and  had  the  lefs  authority  even  with  thofe  who  were 
acquainted  with  them.  Thefe  examples,  befides, 
of  liberty  had  commonly  in  ancient  times  been 
accompanied  with  fuch  circumllances  of  violence, 
convullion,  civil  war,  and  diforder,  that  they  pre- 
fented  but  a  difagreeable  idea  to  the  inquintive  part 
of  the  people,  and  afforded  fmall  inducement  to 
renew  fuch  difmal  fcenes.  By  a  great  many,  there- 
fore, monarchy,  fimple  and  unmixed,  was  conceived 
to  be  the  government  of  England  ;  and  thofe  popu- 
lar afTemblies  were  fuppofed  to  form  only  the  orna- 
ment of  the  fabric,  without  being  in  any  degree  ef- 
femial  to  its  being  and  exiftence  r.  The  prerogative 
of  the  crown  was  reprefented  by  lawyers  as  fome- 
thing  real  and  durable ;  like  thofe  eternal  efTences 
of  the  fchools  which  no  time  or  force  could  alter. 
The  fanction  of  religion  was  by  divines  called  in  aid; 
and  the  monarch  of  heaven  was  fuppofed  to  be  in- 
terelled  in  fupporting  the  authority  of  his  earthly- 
vicegerent.  And  though  it  is  pretended  that  thefe 
doctrines  were  more  openly  inculcated  and  more  flre- 
nuouily  infilled  on  during  the  reign  of  the  Stuarts, 
they  were  not  then  invented  ;  and  were  only  found 
by  the  court  to  be  more  neceifary  at  that  period,  by 
reafon  of  the  oppofite  doctrines  which  began  to  be 
promulgated  by  the  puritanical  party  s. 

In  confequence  of  thefe  exalted  ideas  of  kingly 
authority,  the  prerogative,  befides  the  articles  of 
jurifdiction  founded  on  precedent,  was  by  many 
fuppofed  to  poffefs  an  inexhauflible  fund  of  latent 
powers,  which  might  be  exerted  on  any  emergence. 
In  every  government,  neceffity,  when  real,  fuper- 

r  See  n«te  [Q^]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
s  See  note  [11]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

Vol.  VI.  ML  fedes 
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Appendix,  fedesall  laws  and  levels  all  limitations  :  But  in  the 
'  Englifh  government,  convenience  alone  was  con- 
ceived to  authorife  any  extraordinary  aft  of  regal 
power,  and  to  render  it  obligatory  on  the  people. 
Hence  the  flricl  obedience  required  to  proclama- 
tions, during  all  periods  of  the  Engliih  hiftory  ;  and 
if  James  has  incurred  blame  on  account  of  his 
edids,  it  is  only  becaufe  he  too  frequently  iifued 
them  at  a  time  when  they  began  to  be  lefs  regarded, 
not  becaufe  he  firff.  affumed  or  extended  to^an  un- 
ufuaj  degree  that  exercife  of  authority.  Of  his 
maxims  in  a  parallel  cafe,  the  following  is  a  pretty 
remarkable  initance. 

Queen  Elizabeth  had  appointed  commiffioners 
for  the  infpeclion  of  prifons,  and  had  bellowed  on 
them  full  difcretionary  powers  to  adjufl  all  differ- 
ences between  prifoners  and  their  creditors,  to  com- 
pound debts,  and  to  give  liberty  to  fuch  debtors  as 
they  found  honeft,  and  infolvent.  From  the  un- 
certain and  undefined  nature  of  the  Englifh  con- 
stitution, doubts  fprang  up  in  many,  that  this  com- 
miflion  was  ^contrary  to  law ;  and  it  was  reprefented 
tn  that  light- to  James.  He  forbore  therefore  re- 
newing the  commiirion  till  the  fifteenth  of  his  reign ; 
when  complaints  rofe  fo  high,-  with  regard  to  the 
abides  praftifed  in  prifons,  that  he  thought  him- 
felf  obliged  to  overcome  his  fcruples,  and  to  ap- 
point new  commiflioners  invefied  with  the  fame  dif- 
cretionary powers  which  Elizabeth  had  formerly 
conferred  V 

Upon  the  whole,  we  muft  conceive  that  monar- 
chy, on  the  acceflion  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart,  was 
poffeffed  of  a  very  extenfive  authority  :  An  autho- 
rity, in  the  judgment  of  all,  not  exaclly  limited  \ 
in  the  judgment  of  fome,  not  limitable.  But,  at 
the  fame  time,  this  authority  was  founded  merely 
on  the  opinion  of  the- people,  influenced  by  ancient 
precedent  and  example.    It  was  not  fupported  either 

Mlymer,  torn,  xviii.  p.n,.  ,?4, 
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by  money  or  by  force  of  arms.  And,  for  this  rea-  Appendix. 
fon,  we  need  not  wonder  that  the  princes  of  that  *"  "»"•"  -* 
iine  were  fo  extremely  jealous  of  their  prerogative ; 
being  fenfible  that,  when  thofe  claims  were  ravifhed 
from  them,  they  polfefled  no  influence  by  which 
they  could  maintain  their  dignity,  or  fupport  the 
laws.  By  the  changes  which  have  fince  been  intro- 
duced, the  liberty  and  independence  of  individuals 
has  been  rendered  much  more  full,  entire,  and  fe- 
cure ;  that  of  the  public  more  uncertain  and  pre- 
carious. And  it  feems  a  neceffary,  though  perhaps 
a  melancholy  truth,  that  in  every  government,  the 
magiftrate  muft  either  poffefs  a  large  revenue  and  a 
military  force,  or  enjoy  fome  difcretionary  powers, 
in  order  to  execute  the  laws  and  fupport  his  own 
authority. 

We  have  had  occafion  to  remark  in  fo  many  in-  EcHefiaf- 
ftances,  the  bigotry  which  prevailed  in  that  age,  tical  s°- 
that  we  can  look  for  no  toleration  among  the  dif- 
ferent feds.  Two  Arians,  under  the  title  of  heretics, 
were  puniflied  by  fire  during  this  period ;  and  no 
one  reign  fince  the  reformation  had  been  free  from 
like  barbarities.  Stowe  fays,  that  thefe  Arians  were 
offered  their  pardon  at  the  flake,  if  they  would 
merit  it  by  a  recantation.  A  madman  who  called 
himfelf  the  Holy  Ghofl  was,  without  any  indul- 
gence for  his  frenzy,  condemned  to  the  fame  pu- 
nifhment.  Twenty  pounds  a  month  could  by  law 
be  levied  on  every  one  who  frequented  not  the  efla- 
blifhed  worfhip.  This  rigorous  law,  however,  had 
one  indulgent  claufe,  that  the  fines  exacted  mould 
not  exceed  two-thirds  of  the  yearly  income  of  the 
perfon.  It  had  been  ufual  for  Elizabeth  to  allow 
thofe  penalties  to  run  on  for  feveral  years  ;  and  to 
levy  them  all  at  once,  to  the  utter  ruin  of  fuch  ca- 
tholics as  had  incurred  her  difpleafure.  James  was 
more  humane  in  this,  as  in  every  other  refpecl. 
The  Puritans  formed  a  feci  which  fecretly  lurked  in 
the  church,  but  pretended  not  to  any  feparate  wor- 
M  %  fhip 
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Appendix,  fhip  or  difcipline*  An  attempt  of  that  kind  would 
have  been  univerfally  regarded  as  the  mod  unpar- 
donable enormity.  And  had  the  king  been  difpoled 
to  grant  the  Puritans  a  full  toleration  for  a  feparate 
exercife  of  their  religion,  it  is  certain,  from  the 
fpirit  of  the  times,  that  this  feci  itfelf  would  have 
defpifed  and  hated  him  for  it,  and  would  have  re- 
proached him  with  lukewarmnefs  and  indifference 
in  the  caufe  of  religion.  They  maintained,  that 
they  thenifelves  were  the  only  pure  church ;  that 
their  principles  and  practices  ought  to  be  eflablifhed 
by  law ;  and  that  no  others  ought  to  be  tolerated. 
It  may  be  queftioned,  therefore,  whether  the  ad- 
miniftration  at  this  time  could  with  propriety  de- 
ferve  the  appellation  of  perfecutors  with  regard  to 
the  Puritans.  Such  of  the  clergy,  indeed,  as  re- 
fufed  to  comply  with  the  legal  ceremonies,  were 
deprived  of  their  livings,  and  fometimes  in  Eliza- 
beth's reign  were  otherwife  punifhed  :  And  ought 
any  man  to  accept  of  an  office  or  benefice  in  an 
eftablifhment,  while  he  declines  compliance  with 
the  fixed  and  known  rules  of  that  eftablifhment  ? 
But  Puritans  were  never  punifhed  for  frequenting 
feparate  congregations  ;  becaufe  there  were  none 
fuch  in  the  kingdom  ;  and  no  proteftant  ever  af- 
fumed  or  pretended  to  the  right  of  erecting  them. 
The  greatefl  well-wifhers  of  the  puritanical  feet 
would  have  condemned  a  practice,  which  in  that 
age  was  univerfallv,  by  ftatefmen  and  ecclefiaftics, 
philofophers  and  zealots,  regarded  as  fubverfive  of 
civil  focietv.  Even  fo  great  a  reafoner  as  lord  Ba- 
con thought  thai  uniformity  in  religion  was  abfo- 
lutely  heeefiary  to  the  fupport  of  government,  and 
that  no  toleration  could  with  fafety  be  given  to  iec^ 
raries  w.  Nothing  but  the  imputation  of  idolatrv, 
ihrown  on  the  catholic  religion,  could 
jufliry,  in  the  eyes  of  the  Puritans  themfeives,  the 

Vf     S«  hi*  cfay  De  ur.iiaie  ccclef.a. 
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fchifm  made  bv  the  hugonots  and  other  proteftants,  Appendix, 
who  lived  in  popifh  countries. 

bi  all  former  ages,  not  wholly  excepting  even 
thole  of  Greece  and  Rome,  religious  feds  and  he- 
.3  and  fchifms,  had  been  efteemed  dangerous  if 
not  pernicious  to  civil  government,  and  were  re- 
garded as  the  fource  of  faction,  and  private  combi- 
nation, and  oppolition  to  the  laws  *.  The  magiftrate, 
therefore,  applied  himfelf  diredly  to  the  cure  of  this 
evil  as  of  every  other  ;  and  very  naturally  attempted 
bv  penal  natures  to  fupprefs  thofe  feparate  commu- 
nities, and  punifh  the  obflinate  innovators.  But  it 
was  found  bv  fatal  experience,  and  after  fpilling  an 
ocean  of  blood  in  thofe  theological  quarrels,  that 
the  evil  was  of  a  peculiar  nature,  and  was  both  en- 
flamed  bv  violent  remedies,  and  diffufed  itfelf  more 
rapidly  throughout  the  whole  fociety.  _  Hence, 
though  late,  arofe  the  paradoxical  principle  and 
faluf.arv  pradice  of  toleration. 

The  liberty   of  the  prefs  was  incompatible  with 

fuch  maxims  and  fuch  principles  of  government  as 

then  prevailed,  and  was  therefore  quite  unknown  in 

that  ago.     Befides  employing  the  two  terrible  courts 

of  flar^charnber  and  high'commifTion,  whofe  powers 

were  unlimited,  queen  Elizabeth  exerted  her  au- 

thoritv  bv  reitraints  upon  the  prefs.      She  pafied  a 

decree  in  her  court  of  {far-chamber,  thac  is,  by  her 

own  v.  ill  and  pleafure,  forbidding  any  book  to  be 

printed  in  any  place  but  in  London,  Oxford,  and 

Cambridge:  -/And  another,  in  which  (he  prohibited, 

under  fever  e  penalties,  the  publilhing   of  any  book 

or  pamphlet  again  t  the  form  or  meaning  of  any  re- 

Jiraint  or   ordinance,  contained,    or  to  be  contained, 

*in  anv  Jiatuie  or  law*   if  this  realm,  or  in  any  hi- 

made  or  fit  firth  by  her  majejiy  or  her  pri- 

..,    cr  ag4tr$  the  true  finfie  or  meaning   of 

ar.y  letters  ;..v  v,    commijjions  or  prohibitions   under 

*  See  Cioer©  de  U*ibus.  y  2 8th  of  Elizabeth.    See  State 

Trials.    Sir  Robert  Knightly,  vol.  vii.  edit.  ift. 
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Append!^  the  great  feal  of  England  v.  James  extended  the 
fame  penalties  to  the  importing  of  fuch  books  from 
abroad  r.  And  to  render  thefe  edicts  more  effectual, 
he  afterwards  inhibited  the  printing  of  any  book 
without  a  licence  from  the  archbifhop  of  Canter- 
bury, the  archbifhop  of  York,  the  bifhop  of  Lon- 
don, or  the  vice-chancellor  of  one  of  the  univerfi- 
ties,  or  of  fome  perfon  appointed  by  them a. 

In  tracing  the  coherence  among  the  fyftems  of 
modern  theology,  we  may  obferve,  that  the  doc- 
trine of  abfolute  decrees  has  ever  been  intimately 
connected  with  the  enthufiaftic  fpirit ;  as  that  doc- 
trine affords  the  highefl  fubjedl  of  joy,  triumph, 
and  fecurity  to  the  fuppofed  elect,  and  exalts  them 
by  infinite  degrees  above  the  reft  of  mankind.  All 
the  firft  reformers  adopted  thefe  principles ;  and  the 
Janfenifts  too,  a  fanatical  feci  in  France,  not  to 
mention  the  Mahometans  in  Afia,  have  ever  em- 
braced them.  As  the  Lutheran  eftablifhments  were 
fubjected  to  epifcopal  jurifdiclion,  their  enthufiaftic 
genius  gradually  decayed,  and  men  had  leifure  to 
perceive  the  abfurdity  of  fuppofing  God  to  punifh 
by  infinite  torments  what  he  himfelf  from  all  eter- 
nity had  unchangeably  decreed.  The  king,  though 
at  this  time  his  Calviniftic  education  had  rivetted 
him  in  the  doctrine  of  abfolute  decrees,  yet,  being 
a  zealous  partifan  of  epifcopacy,  was  infenfibly  en- 
gaged, towards  the  end  of  his  reign,  to  favour  the 
milder  theology  of  Arminius.  Even  in  fo  great  a 
doctor,  the  genius  of  the  religion  prevailed  over  its 
fpeculative  tenets  ;  and  with  him  the  whole  clergy 
gradually  dropped  the  more  rigid  principles  of  ab- 
folute reprobation  and  unconditional  decrees :  Some 
noife  was  at  firft  made  about  thefe  innovations  ;  but 
being  drowned  in  the  fury  of  factions  and  civil  wars 
which  enfued,  the  fcholaltic  arguments  made  an  in-, 
fignifkant  figure  <tmidft  thofe  violent.difputes  about 

y  Rymer,  torn.  xvii.  p.  jzz.  z  Id.  ibid. 

■  Rymer,  torn.  xvii.  p.  <Sj6. 
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civil  and  ecclefiaftical  power  with  which  the  nation  Appendix, 
was  agitated.  And  at  the  reftoration,  the  church,  !  *  J 
though  flie  (till  retained  her  old  fubfcriptions  anci 
articles  of  faith,  was  found  to  have  totally  changed 
her  fpeculative  doctrines,  and  to  have  embraced 
tenets  more  fuitable  to  the.genius  of.her  difcipline 
and  worfhip,  without  its  being  poflible  to  affign  the 
precife  period  in  which  the  alteration,  was  produced. 
It  may  be  worth  obferving,  that  James,  from 
his  great  defire  to  promote  controverfial  divinity, 
erected  a  college  at  Chelfea  for  the  entertainment  of 
twenty  perfons,  who  mould  be  entirely  employed  in 
refuting  the  papifls  and  puritans  b.  All  the  efforts 
of  the  great  Bacon  could  not  procure  an  eftabliih- 
ment  for  the  cultivation  of  natural  philofophy : 
Even  to  this  day,  no  fociety  has  been  instituted  for 
the  polifliing  and  fixing  of  our  language.  The  only 
encouragement  which  the  fovereign  in  England  has 
ever  given  to  any  thing  that  has  the  appearance  of 
fcience,  was  this  fhort-lived  eftabliihment  of  James  ; 
an  inftitution  quite  fuperfluous,  confidering  the  un- 
happy propenfion  which  at  that  time  fo  univerfally 
pofTefTed  the  nation  for  polemical  theology. 

The  manners  of  the  nation  were  agreeable  to  the  Manners, 
monarchical  government  which  prevailed ;  and  con- 
tained not  that  ftrange  mixture  which  at  prefent 
diilinguifhes  England  from  all  other  countries.  Such 
violent  extremes  were  then  unknown  of  induflry  and 
debauchery,  frugality  and  profufion,  civility  and 
ruiticity,  fanaticifm  and  fcepticifm.  Candour,  fince- 
rity,  modefty,  are  the  only  qualities  which  the  Englim 
of  that  age  pofTeffed  in  common  with  the  prefent. 

High  pride  of  family  then  prevailed  ;  and  it  was 
by  a  dignity  and  itatelinefs  of  behaviour,  that  the 
gentry  and  nobiiity  diilinguimed  themfelves  from 
the  common  people.  Great  riches,  acquired  by 
commerce,    were  more  rare,  and  had  not  as  yet 

fc  Kennet.  p.  6?j.    Camden'-s  Brit.  vol.  i.  p'.  370.    Gibfon's  edit. 
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Appendix,  been  able  to  confound  all  ranks  of  men,  and  render 
money  the  chief  foundation  of  diftincticn.  Much 
ceremony  took  place  in  the  common  intercourfe  of 
life,  and  little  familiarity  was  indulged  by  the  great. 
The  advantages  which  refult  from  opulence  are  fo 
folid  and  real,  that  thofe  who  are  poffefled  of  them 
need  not  dread  the  near  approaches  of  their  inferiors. 
The  diftinctioiis  of  birth  and  title,  being  more  empty 
and  imaginary,  foon  vanifh  upon  familiar  accels  and 
acquaintance. 

The  expences  of  the  great  confided  in  pomp  and 
fhow,  and  a  numerous  retinue,  rather  than  in  con- 
venience and  true  pleafure.  The  earl  of  Notting- 
ham, in  his  embafiy  to  Spain,  was  attended  by  500 
perfons :  The  earl  of  Hertford,  in  that  to  Bruflels, 
carried  300  gentlemen  along  with  him.  Lord 
Bacon  has  remarked,  that  the  Englifh  nobility  in 
his  time  maintained  a  larger  retinue  of  fervants  than 
the  nobility  of  any  other  nation,  except,  perhaps, 
the  Polanders  c. 

Civil  honours,  which  now  hold  the  firfl  place, 
were  at  that  time  fubordinate  to  the  military.  The 
young  gentry  and  nobility  were  fond  of  diftinguim- 
ing  themfelves  by  arms.  The  fury  of  duels  too 
prevailed  more  than  at  any  time  before  or  fince  d. 
This  was  the  turn  that  the  romantic  chivalry  for 
which  the  nation  was  formerly  fo  renowned,  had 
lately  taken. 

Liberty  of  commerce  between  the  fexes  was  in- 
dulged 5  but  without  any  licentioufnefs  of  manners. 
The  court  was  very  little  an  exception  to  this  ob- 
fervatron.  James  had  rather  entertained  an  averfion 
and  contempt  for  the  females ;  nor  were  thofe  young 
courtiers,  of  whom  he  was  fo  fond,  able  to  break 
through  the  eftablilhed  manners  of  the  nation. 

The  firfl:  fedan  chair  feen  in  England  was  in  this 
reign,  and  was  ufed  by  the  duke  of  Buckingham  j 

c  E  flays  Deprofer.  fin.  imp. 

d  Franklyn,  p.  j.    See  alfoLord  Herbert's  Memoirs. 
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to  the  great  indignation  of  the  people,  who  exclaim-  Appendix. 
ed  that  he  was  employing  his  fellow  creatures  to  do 
the  fervice  of  beafts. 

The  country  life  prevails  at  prefent  in  England 
beyond  any  cultivated  nation  in  Europe ;  but  it  was 
then  much  more  generally  embraced  by  all  the 
gentry.  The  increafe  of  arts,  pleafures,  and  focial 
commerce,  was  jufl  beginning  to  produce  an  inclina- 
tion for  the  fofter  and  the  more  civilized  life  of  the 
city.  James  difcouraged  as  much  as  poflible  this 
alteration  of  manners.  "  He  was  wont  to  be  very 
"  earneft,"  as  lord  Bacon  tells  us,  "  with  the 
"  country  gentlemen  to  go  from  London  to  their 
"  country  feats.  And  fometimes  he  would  fay  thus 
"'  to  them:  Gentlemen,  at  London,  you  are  like /hips 
"  in  a  fea,  which  /how  like  nothing ;  but  in  your 
"  country,  villages  you  are  like  foips  in  a  river  ^  "which 
**-  look  like  great  things e." 

He  was  not  content  with  reproof  and  exhortation. 
As  queen  Elizabeth  had  perceived  with  regret  the 
increafe  of  London,  and  had  reftrained  all  new 
buildings  by  proclamation ;  James,  who  found  that 
thefe  edicts  were  not  exactly  obeyed^  frequently  re- 
newed them;  though' a  ftricl:  execution  feems  ftill 
to  have  been  wanting.     He  alfo  iffued  reiterated 
proclamations  in  imitation  of  his  predeceflbr ;  con- 
taining fevere  menaces  againft  the  gentry  who  lived 
in  town f.     This  policy  is  contrary  to  that  which  has  - 
ever  been  practiced  by  all  princes  who  ftudied  the 
increafe  of  their  authority.     To  allure  the  nobility 
to  court ;  to  engage  them  in  expenfive  pleafures  or 
employments  which  diflipate  their  fortune  ;  to  in-  - 
creafe their fubjection  to  minifters  by  attendance;  to 
weaken  their  authority  in  the  provinces  by  abfence  1 
Thefe  have  been  the  common  arts  of  arbitrary  go- 
vernment.    But  James,  befides  that  he  had  certainly 
laid  no  plan  for  extending  his  power,  had  no  money 

«  Apophthegms,  f  Rymer,  torn,  xvii,  p.  632,   .- 
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Appendix,  to  fupport  a  fplendid  court,  or  bellow  on  a  numerous 
* — /— - '  retinue  of  gentry  and  nobility.  He  thought  too, 
that  by  their  living  together,  they  became  more  fen- 
fibleof  their  own  ftrength,  and  were  apt  to  indulge 
too  curious  refearches  into  matters  of  government. 
To  remedy  the  prefent  evil,  he  was  defirous  of  dif- 
perfmg  them  into  their  country-feats  ;  where,  he 
hoped,  they  would  bear  a  more  fubmiflive  reverence 
to  his  authority,  and  receive  lefs  fupport  from  each 
other.  But  the  contrary  effect  foon  followed.  The 
riches  amaiTed  during  their  refidence  at  home  ren- 
dered them  independent.  The  influence  acquired 
by  hofpitality  made  them  formidable.  They  would 
not  be  led  by  the  court :  They  could  not  be  driven  : 
And  thus  the  fyflem  of  the  Englifh  government  re-? 
ceived  a  total  and  a  fudden  alteration  in  the  courfe 
of  lefs  than  forty  years.. 

The  firft  rife  of  commerce  and  the  arts  had  con-, 
tributed,  in  preceding  reigns,  to  fcatter  thofe  im- 
menfe  fortunes  of.  the  barons  which  rendered  them 
fo  formidable  both  to  king  and  people.  The  far- 
ther progrefs  of  thefe  advantages  began  during  this 
reign  to  ruin  the  lmail  proprietors  of  land  s ;  and, 
by  both  events,  the  gentry,  or  that  rank  which 
compofed  the  houfe  of  commons,  enlarged  their 
power  and  authority.  The  early  improvements  in 
luxury  were  feized  by  the  greater  nobles,  whofe 
fortunes,  placing  them  above  frugality,  or  even  cal- 
culation, were  foon  diffipated  in  expenhve  pleafures. 
Thefe  improvements  reached  at  laff.  all  men  of  pro- 
perty ;  and  thofe  of  {lender  fortunes,  who  at  that 
time  were  often  men  of  family,  imitating  thofe  of  a 
rank  immediately  above  them,  reduced  themfelves 
to  poverty.  Their  lands,  coming  to  fale,  fwelled 
the  eftates  of  thofe  who  poifefled  riches  fufficient  for 
the  fafhionable  expences  ;  but  who  were  not  ex- 
empted from  fome  care  and  attention  to  their  do- 
meflic  ceconomy. 

«  Cabbala,  p.  ::,}.  Ssfl  edit. 
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The  gentry  alfo  of  that  age  were  engaged  in  no  Appendix, 
expence,  except  that  of  country  hofpitality.  No  **  — r-— ' 
taxes  were  levied,  no  wars  waged,  no  attendance  at 
court  expected,  no  bribery  or  profufion  required  at 
elections h.  Could  human  nature  ever  reach  hap- 
pinefs,  the  condition  of  the  Englifli  gentry  under  fo 
mild  and  benign  a  prince,  might  merit  that  appel- 
lation. 

The  amount  of  the  king's  revenue,  as  it  flood  in  Finances. 
1 61 7,  is  thus  ftated  '  :  Of  crown  lands  80,000 
pounds  a-year;  by  cuftoms  and  new  impofitions, 
near  190,000  ;  by  wards  and  other  various  branches 
of  revenue,  befide  purveyance,  180,000.  The 
whole  amounting  to  4^0,000.  The  king's  ordinary 
difburfements,  by  the  fame  account,  are  faid  to  ex- 
ceed this  fum  thirty-fix  thoufand  pounds  k.  All  the 
extraordinary  fums  which  James  had  raifed  by  fub- 
iidies,  loans,  fale  of  lands,  fale  of  the  title  of  baronet, 
money  paid  by  the  States,  and  by  the  king  of 
France,  benevolences,  &c.  were  in  the  whole  about 
two  millions  two  hundred  thoufand  pounds :  Of 
which  the  fale  of  lands  afforded  feven  hundred  and 
feventy-five  thoufand  pounds.  The  extraordinary 
difburfements  of  the  king  amounted  to  two  mil- 
lions ;  befides  above  four  hundred  thoufand  pounds 
given  in  prefents.  Upon  the  whole,  a  fufficient 
reafon  appears,  partly  from  neceffary  expences, 
partly  for  want  of  a  rigid  ceconomy,  why  the  king, 
even  early  in  his  reign,  was  deeply  involved  in  debt, 
and  found  great  difficulty  to  fupport  the  govern- 
ment. 

h  Men  feem  then  to  have  been  ambitious  of  reprefenting  the  conn-  . 
ties,  but  cardefs  of  the  boroughs.  A  feat  in  the  houfe  was  in  ftfelf 
of,  fmall  importance:  But  the  former  became  a  point  of  honour 
among  the  gentlemen.  Journ.  10  Feb.  1620.  Towns,  which  had 
formerly  neglected  their  right  of  fending  members,  now  began  to 
claim  it.     Journ.  26  Feb.  1623. 

i  An  abftract  or  brief  declaration  of  his  majefty's  revenue,  with 
the  affignations  and  defalcations  upon  the  fame. 

k  The  excefs  was  formerly  greater,  as  appeal's  by  Salilbury's  Ac- 
count.   See  chap.  2. 
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Farmers,  not  commifiioners,  levied  the  cuf- 
toms.  It  feems,  indeed,  requifite,  that  the  former 
method  mould  always  be  tried  before  the  latter, 
though  a  preferable  one.  When  men's  own  intereft 
is  concerned,  they  fall  upon  a  hundred  expedients 
to  prevent  frauds  in  the  merchants  ;  and  thefe  the 
public  may  afterwards  imitate  in  eftabliming  proper 
rules  for  its  officers. 

The  cuftoms  werefuppofed  to  amount  to  five  per 
cent,  of  the  value,  and  were  levied  upon  exports  as 
well  as  imports.  Nay,  the  impofition  upon  exports, 
by  James's  additions,  is  faid  to  amount  in  fome  few 
inflances  to  twenty-five  per  cent.  This  practice,  fo 
hurtful  to  mduflry,  prevails  flill  in  France,  Spain, 
and  moffc  countries  of  Europe.  The  cuftoms  in 
1604  yielded  127,000  pounds  a-year  J :  They  rofe 
to  190,000  towards  the  end  of  the  reign. 

Interest,  during  this  reign,  was  at  ten  per  cent. 
till  1624,  when  it  was  reduced  to  eight.  This  high 
intereft  is  an  indication  of  the  great  profits  and 
fmall  progrefs  of  commerce. 

The  extraordinary  fupplies  granted  by  parlia- 
ment during  this  whole  reion  amounted  not  to  more 
than  630,000  pounds  ;  which,  divided  among  twen- 
ty-one years,  makes  30,000  pounds  a-year.  I  do 
not  include  thofe  fupplies,  amounting  to  ;oo,coo 
pounds,  which  were  given  to  the  king  by  his  laft 
parliament.  Thefe  were  paid  in  to  their  own  com- 
miilioners ;  and  the  expences  of  the  Spanifh  war 
were  much  more  than  fufficient  to  exhauft  them. 
The  diitreffed  family  of  the  palatine  was  a  great 
burthen  on  James,  during  part  of  his  reign.  The 
king,  it  is  pretended,  poffeiTed  not  frugality  pro- 
portioned to  the  extreme  narrownefs  of  his  revenue. 
Splendid  equipages,  however ,-he  did  not  affect,  nor 
coftly  furniture,  nor  a  luxurious  table,  nor  prodigal 
miftrefles.     His  buildings  too  were  not  fumptuous  j 

1  Journ.  21  M?.y  1604. 
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though  the  Banqueting-houre  mud:  not  be  forgot-  Appendix. 
ten,  as  a  monument  which  does  honour  to  his  reign.  <      *    "- ' 
Hunting  was    his  chief  amufement,    the   cheaper! 
pleafure  in  which  a  king  can  indulge  himfelf.     His 
expences  were  the  effecls  of  liberality,  rather  than 
of  luxury. 

One  day,  it  is  faid,  while  he  was  (landing  amidfl 
fome  of  his  courtiers,  a  porter  palfed  by  loaded  with 
money,  which  he  was  carrying  to  the  treafury.  The 
king  obferved,  that  Rich,  afterwards  earl  of  Hol- 
land, one  of  his  handfome  agreeable  favourites, 
whifpered  fomething  to  one  Handing  near  him. 
Upon  inquiry,  he  found  that  Rich  had  faid,  how 
happy  ivould  that  money  make  me!  Without  hefi- 
tation  James  bellowed  it  all  upon  him  though  it 
amounted  to  3000  pounds.  He  added,  Tou  think 
yourfelf  very  happy  in  obtaining  fo  large  a  fum  ;  but 
I  am  more  happy  in  having  an  opportunity  of  obliging 
a  worthy  man,  whom  I  love.  The  generofity  of 
James  was  more  the  refult  of  a  benign  humour  or 
light  fancy,  than  of  reafon  or  judgment.  The  ob- 
jects of  it  were  fuch  as  could  render  themfelves 
agreeable  to  him  in  his  loofe  hours ;  not  fuch  as 
were  endowed  with  great  merit,  or  who  porTeffed  ta- 
lents or  popularity  which  could  fttengthen  his  in- 
tereil  with  the  public. 

The  fame  advantage,  we  may  remark,  over  the 
people,  which  the  crown  formerly  reaped  from  that 
interval  between  the  fall  of  the  peers  and  the  rife 
of  the  commons,  was  now  poifeffed  by  the  people 
againft  the  crown,  during  the  continuance  of  a  like 
interval.  The  fovereign  had  already  loft  that  inde- 
pendent revenue  by  which  he  could  fubfift  without 
regular  fupplies  from  parliament ;  and  he  had. not 
yet  acquired  the  means  of  influencing  thofe  arTem- 
blies.  The  effects  of  this  fituation,  which  com- 
menced with  the.  acceffion  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart, 
foon  rofe  to  a  great  height,  and  were  more  or  lefs 

propagated 


i74  HISTORY  OF  GREAT  BRITAIN. 

Appendix,  propagated  throughout  all  the  reigns  of  that  un- 
happy family. 

Subsidies  and  fifteenths  are  frequently  mentioned 
by  hiflorians  ;  but  neither  the  amount  of  thefe  taxes 
nor  the  method  of  levying  them  have  been  well 
explained.  It  appears,  that  the  fifteenths  formerly 
correfponded  to  the  name,  and  were  that  propor- 
tionable part  of  the  moveables  ni.  But  a  valuation 
having  been  made  in  the  reign  of  Edward  III.,  that 
valuation  was  always  adhered  to,  and  each  town  paid 
unalterably  a  particular  fum,  which  the  inhabitants 
themfelves  affefled  upon  their  fellow-citizens.  The 
fame  tax  in  corporate  towns  was  called  a  tenth  ;  be- 
caufe,  there  it  was  at  firft  a  tenth  of  the  moveables. 
The  whole  amount  of  a  tenth  and  a  fifteenth, 
throughout  the  kingdom,  or  a  fifteenth  as  it  is  often 
more  concifely  called,  was  about  29,000  pounds  D. 
The  amount  of  a  fubfidy  was  not  invariable,  like 
that  of  a  fifteenth.  In  the  eighth  of  Elizabeth  a 
fubfidy  amounted  to  120,000  pounds :  In  the  for- 
tieth it  was  not  above  78,000  °.  It  afterwards  fell 
to  70,000  ;  and  was  continually  decreafing p.  The 
reafon  is  eafily  collected  from  the  method  of  levy- 
ing it.  We  may  learn  from  the  fubfidy  bills  q,  that 
one  fubfidy  was  given  for  four  millings  in  the  pound 
on  land,  and  two  millings  and  eight-pence  on  move- 
ables throughout  the  counties ;  a  considerable  tax, 
had  it  been  ftrictly  levied.  But  this  was  only  the 
ancient  flate  of  a  fubfidy.  During  the  reign  of 
James,  there  was  not  paid  the  twentieth  part  of  that 
fum.  The  tax  was  fo  far  perfonal  that  a  man  paid 
only  in  the  county  where  he  lived,  though  he 
fhould  poffefs  eftates  in  other  counties ;  and  the  af- 
feffors  formed  a  loofe  eftimation  of  his  property, 
and  rated  him  accordingly.    To  preferve,  however, 

m  Coke's  Inft.  book  iv.  chap.  i.  of  fifteenths,  quinzins. 
n  Id.  fubiidies  temporary.  °  Journ.  n  July  i6:c. 

P  Coke's  Inft.  book  iv.  chap.  i.  fubiidies  temporary. 
*  See  Statutes  at  Large. 

fomo. 
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forne  rule  in  the  eftimation,  it  feems  to  have  been  Appendix, 
the  practice  to  keep  an  eye  to  former  afleuments,  v--y— -* 
and  to  rate  every  man  according  as  his  anceftors,  or 
men  of  fuch  an  eftimated  property  were  accuftomed 
to  pay.  This  was  a  fufficient  reafon  why  fubfidies 
could  not  increafe,  notwithstanding  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  money  and  rife  of  rents.  But  there  was 
an  evident  reafon  why  they  continually  decreafed. 
The  favour,  as  is  natural  to  fuppofe,  ran  always 
ngainft  the  crown ;  efpecially  during  the  latter  end 
of  Elizabeth,  when  fubfidies  became  numerous  and 
frequent,  and  the  fums  levied  were  confiderable, 
compared  to  former  fupplies.  The  alfelfors,  though 
accuftomed  to  have  an  eye  to  ancient  eftimations-, 
were  not  bound  to  obftrve  any  fuch  rule  ;  but  might 
rate  anew  any  perfon  according  to  his  prefent  in- 
come. When  rents  fell,  or  part'  of  an  eftate  was 
fold  off,  the  proprietor  was  fure  to  reprefent  thefe 
loffes,  and  obtain  a  diminution  of ;  his  fubfidy ;  but 
where  rents  refc,  or  new  lands  -were  purchased,  he 
kept  his  own  fecret,  and  paid  no  more  than  for- 
merly. The  advantage,  therefore,  of  every  change 
was  taken  againft  the  crown  ;  and  the  crown  could 
obtain  the  advantage  of  none.  And  to  make  the 
matter  worfe,  the  alterations  which  happened  in 
property  during  this  age  were  in  general  unfavour- 
able to  the  crown.  The  fmall  proprietors,  or  twenty 
pound  men,  went  continually- to  decay;  and  when 
their  eftates  were  fwallo wed  up  by  a  greater,  the  new 
purchafer  increafed  not  his  fubfidy.  So  loofe  in- 
deed is  the  whole  method  of  rating  fubfidies,  thai 
the  wonder  was  not  how  the  tax  fhould  continually 
diminifli ;  but  how  it  yielded  any  revenue  at  alL 
It  became  at  laft  fo  unequal  and  uncertain,  that  the 
parliament  was  obliged  to  change  it  into  a  land  tax. . 
The  price  of  corn  during  this  reign,  and  that  of 
the  other  neceffaries  of  life,  was  no  lower,  or  was 
rather  higher  than  at  prefent.  Bv  a  proclamation 
of  James,  eftablifhing  public  inzgar^ine-;,  whenever 
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Appendix,  wheat  fell  below  thirty-two  milling-s  a  quarter,  rye 
'-    "■•'"       below  eighteen,  barley  below  fixteen,  the  commif- 
fioners  were  empowered  to  purchafe  corn  for  the 
magazines r.     Theie  prices  then  are  to  be  regarded 
as  low  ;  though  they  would  rather  pafs  for  high  by 
our  prefent  efiimation.     The    ufual   bread  of  the 
poor  was  at   this  time  made  of  barley s.     The  beft 
wool,  during  the  greater  part  of  James's  reign,  was 
at  thirty-three  millings  a  tod  c.     At  prefent  it  is  not 
above  two-thirds  of  that  value ;    though  it  is  to  be 
prefumed,    that  our  exports  in  woollen  goods  are 
fomewhat  increafed.     The  finer  manufactures  too, 
by  the  progrefs  of  arts  and  induftry,  have  rather 
diminifhed  in  price,  notwithftanding  the  great  in- 
creafe  of  money.     In  Shakefpeare,  the  hoftefs  tells 
Falftaff,  that  the  fhirts  fhe  bought  him  were  holland 
at  eight  millings  a  yard ;    a  high  price  at  this  day, 
even  fuppofmg,  what  is  not  probable,  that  the  bed 
holland  at  that  time  was  equal  in  goodnefs  to  the 
beft   that  can  now  be  purchafed.     In  like  manner, 
a  yard  of  velvet,  about  the  middle  of  Elizabeth's 
reign,  was  valued  at  two-and-twenty  millings.     It 
appears  from  Dr.  Birch's  life  of  prince  Henry  u,  that 
that  prince,  by  contract  with  his  butcher,  paid  near 
a  groat  a  pound  throughout  the  year  for  all  the  beef 
and  mutton  ufed  in  his  family.     Befides,  we  muft 
confider,  that  the  general  turn  of  that  age,  which 
no  laws  could  prevent,  was  the  converting  of  arable 
land  into  pafture :    A  certain  proof  that  the  latter 
was  found  more  profitable,  and  confequently  that  all 
butchers  meat,  as  well  as  bread,  was  rather  higher 
than  at  prefent.     We  have  a  regulation  of  the  mar- 
ket with  regard  to  poultry  and  fome  other  articles 
very  early  in  Charles  I.'s  reign  w  ;  and  the  prices  are 
high.     A  turkey-cock  four  millings  and  fixpence, 

r  Rymer,  torn.  xvii.  p.  526.  To  the  fame  purpofe,  fee  alfo  21 
Jac.  vi.  cap.  28.  s  Rymer,  tom.  xx.   p.  15. 

1  See  a  compendium  or  dialogue  inferted  in  the  Memoirs  of  Wool, 
chap.  23.  u  P.  449.  w  Rymer,  torn.  xix.  p.  511. 

a  tur- 
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a 'turkey  hen  three  Pnillings,  a  pheafant  cock  fix,  a  Append^ 
pheafant  hen  five,  a  partridge  one  (lulling,  a  goofis 
two,  a  capon  two  and  fixpence,  a  pullet  one  and 
fixpence,  a  rabbit  eight  pence,  a  dozen  of  pigeons 
fix-  millings  \  We  mult  confider,  that  London  at 
prefent  is  more  than  three  times  more  populous 
than  it  was  at  that  time  :  A  circumflance  which 
vauch  increafes  the  price  of  poultry,  and  of  every 
thing  that  cannot  conveniently  be  brought  from  a 
diilance :  Not  to  mention  that  thefe  regulations 
by  authority  are  always  calculated  to  diminim,  never 
to  increafe  the  market-prices.  The  contractors  for 
victualling  the  navy  were  allowed  by  government 
eight  pence  a  day  for  the  diet  of  each  man  when  in 
harbour,  kxen  pence  halfpenny  when  at  lea y  ;  which 
would  fuffice  at  prefent.  The  chief  difference  in 
expence  between  that  age  and  the  prefent  confifts  in 
the  imaginary  wants  of  men,  which  have  fmce  ex- 
tremely multiplied.  Thefe  ?  are  the  principal  rea- 
fons  why  James's  revenue  would  go  farther  than 
the  fame  money  in  our  time  ;  though  the  difference 
is  not  near  fo  great  as  is  ufually  imagined. 

The  public  was  entirely  free  from  the  danger  Arms, 
and  expence  of  a  Handing  army.  While  James  was 
vaunting  his  divine  vicegerency,  and  boafting  or  hi; 
high  prerogative,  he  polfeffed  not  fo  much  as  a  Tin- 
gle regiment  of  guards  to  maintain  his  extendve 
claims  :  A  fufficient  proof  that  he  fmcerely  believed 
his  pretentions  to  be  well  grounded,  and  a  ftrong 
prefumption  that  they  were  at  leafr.  built  on  wha* 
were  then  deemed  plaufible  arguments.     The  militia 

*  We  may  judge  of  the  great  grievance  of  purveyance  by  this  c.'r- 
cumftance,  Uiat  the  purveyors  often  gave  but  fixpence  for  a  dozen  oi:~ 
paeons,  and  two-pence  for  a  fowl.     Journ.  2,$  May,  i6»5. 

1  Rymer,  torn.  xvii.  p.  441,  tt  feq. 

z  This  volume  was  written  above  twenty-eight  years  before  the 
prefent  edition  of  17S6.  In  that  fhort  period,  prices  have  perhap: 
mor^than  dujring  thepr.eceding  hundred  and  fifty* 

Vol.  Vf.  N  •£ 
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Appendix,  of  England,  amounting  to  160,000  men%  was  th£ 
fole  defence  of  the  kingdom.  It  is  pretended  that 
they  were  kept  in  good  order  during  this  reign b. 
The  city  of  London  procured  officers  who  had 
ferved  abroad,  and  who  taught  the  trained  bands 
their  exercifes  in  Artillery  garden  ;  a  practice  which 
had  been  difcontinued  fmce  1588.  All  the  coun- 
ties of  England,  in  emulation  of  the  capital,  were 
fond  of  mowing  a  well-ordered  and  well-appointed 
militia.  It  appeared  that  the  natural  propenfity 
of  men  towards  military  mows  and  exercifes  will  go 
far,  with  a  little  attention  in  the  fovereign,  towards 
exciting  and  fupporting  this  fpirit  in  any  nation. 
The  very  boys  at  this  time,  in  mimickry  of  their 
elders,  infilled  themfelves  voluntarily  into  compa- 
nies, defied  officers,  and  praclifed  the  difcipline, 
of  which  the  models  were  every  day  expofed  to 
their  view c.  Sir  Edward  Harwood,  in  a  memorial 
compofed  at  the  beginning  of  the  fubfequent  reign, 
fays,  that  England  was  fo  unprovided  with  horfes 
fit  for  war,  that  2000  men  could  not  poffibly  be 
mounted  throughout  the  whole  kingdom d.  At 
prefent  the  breed  oi  horfes  is  fo  much  improved, 
that  almoft  all  thofe  which  are  employed  either  in 
the  plough,  waggon,  or  coach,  would  be  fit  foiL 
that  purpofe. 

The  diforders  of  Ireland  obliged  James  to  keep 
up  fome  forces  there,  and  put  him  to  great  ex- 
pence.  The  common  pay  of  a  private  man  in  the 
infantry  was  eight  pence  a-day,  a  lieutenant  two 
(hillings,  an  enlign  eighteen  pence6.  The  armies 
in  Europe  were  not  near  fo  numerous  during  that 
age ;    and  the  private  men,  we  may  obferve,  were 

3  journ.  1  March  1623.  b  Stovve.     See  alio 

tir  Walter  Raleigh  of  the  Prerogatives  of  Parliament,  and  Johnftoni 
Hill.  lib.  xviii.  c  Stowe. 

J  In  the  Harleyan  Mifcellany,  vol.  iv.  p,  25^. 

o  liyraer,  torn.  xvi.  p.  717. 
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drawn  from  a  better  rank  than  at  prefent,  and  ap-  Appendix, 
proaching  nearer  to  that  of  the  officers.  *—    »  '-* 

In  the  year  1583  there  was  a  general  review  made 
of  all  the  men  in  England  capable  of  bearing 
arms  ;  and  thefe  were  found  to  amount  to  1,172,000 
men,  according  to  Raleigh f.  It  is  impoffible  to  war- 
rant the  exactnefs  of  this  computation ;  or,  ra- 
ther, we  may  fairly  prefume  it  to  be  fomewhat  in- 
accurate. But  if  it  approached  near  the  truth, 
England  has  probably,  fmce  that  time,  increafed  in 
populoufnefs.  The  growth  of  London,  in  riches 
and  beauty,  as  well  as  in  numbers  of  inhabitants, 
has  been  prodigious.  From  1 600  it  doubled  every 
forty  years  g ;  and  confequently,  in  1680,  it  con- 
tained four  times  as  many  inhabitants  as  at  the  be- 
ginning of  the  century.  It  has  ever  been  the  centre 
of  all  the  trade  in  the  kingdom ;  and  almofl  the 
only  town  that  affords  fociety  and  amufement.  The 
affection  which  the  Englifh  bear  to  a  country  life 
makes  the  provincial  towns  be  little  frequented  by 
the  gentry.  Nothing  but  the  allurements  of  the 
capital,  which  is  favoured  by  the  refidence  of  the 
king,  and  by  being  the  feat  of  government,  and  of 
all  the  courts  of  juflice,  can  prevail  over  their  paf- 
fion  for  their  rural  villas. 

London  at  this  time  was  almoft  entirely  built  of 
wood,  and  in  every  refpect  was  certainly  a  very  ugly 
city.  The  earl  of  Arundel  firft  introduced  the  ge- 
neral practice  of  brick  buildings  h. 

The  navy  of  England  was  efteemed  formidable  Navy, 
in  Elizabeth's  time,  yet  it  confided  only  of  thirty- 
three  mips,  befides  pinnaces ' :    And  the  largefl  of 

f  Of  the  invention  of  fhipping.  This  number  is  much  fuperior  to 
that  contained  in  Murden,  and  that  delivered  by  fir  Edward  Coke  to 
the  houfe  of  commons  ;  and  is  more  likely. 

8  Sir  William  Petty.  h  Sir  Edward  Walker's  Political 

pifcourfes,  p.  270.  i  Coke's  Inft.  book  iv.  chap.  x. 

Confuitation  in  parliament  for  the  navy. 

N  2  thefe 
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Appendix',  thefe  would  not  equal  our  fourth-rates  at  prefent.' 
Raleigh  advifes  never  to  build  a  fhip  of  war  above 
600  tons  k'.  James  was  not  negligent  of  the  navy. 
In  five  years  preceding  1623,  he  built  ten  new 
mips,  and  expended  fifty  thoufand  pounds  a-year 
^  on  the  fleet,  befide  the  value  of  thirty-fix  thoufand 
pounds  in  timber,  which  he  annually  gave  from  the 
royal  forefh  '.  The  largefl  fhip  that  had  ever  come 
from  the  Englifh  docks  was  built  during  this  reign. 
She  was  only  1400  tons,  and  carried  fixty-four 
guns  m.  The  merchant  mips,  in  cafes  of  neceffity, 
were  inflantly  converted  into  mips  of  war.  The 
king  affirmed  to  the  parliament,  that  the  navy  had 
never  before  been  in  fo  good  a  condition  ". 

Com,  Every  fefiion  of  parliament  during  this  reign,  we 

meet  with  grievous  lamentations  concerning  the 
decay  of  trade,  and  the  growth  of  popery  :  Such 
violent  propenfity  have  men  to  complain  of  the  pre- 
fent  times,  and  to  entertain  difcontent  againlt  their 
fortune  and  condition.  The  king  himfelf  was  de- 
ceived by  thefe  popular  complaints,  and  was  at  a 
lofs  to  account  for  the  total  want  of  money,  which 
he  heard  fo  much  exaggerated  u.  It  may,  however, 
be  affirmed,  that  during  no  preceding  period  of 
Englifh  hiflory,  was  there  a  more  fenfible  increafe 
than  during  the  reign  of  this  monarch,  of  all  the 
advantages  which  diflinguifh  a  flourifhing  people. 
Not  only  the  peace  which  he  maintained  was  fa- 
vourable to  induftry  and  commerce  :  His  turn  of 
mind  inclined  him  to  promote  the  peaceful  arts  : 
and  trade  being  as  yet  in  its  infancy,  all  additions 

i'-  Ey  Raleigh's  account,  in  his  difcourfe  of  the  firft  invention  of 
flapping,  the  fleet,  in  the  twenty-fourth  of  the  queen,  confuted  only 
of  thirteen  fhips,  and  was  augmented  afterwards  eh  ven.  He  proba- 
bly reckoned  fome  to  be  pinnaces,  which  Coke  called  (hips. 

1  Journ.  11  March  1623.  Sir  William  Monfon  makes  the  number 
amount  only  to  nine  new  fliips,  p.  253.  *P  Stowe. 

"  Pari.  1  lift-  vol!  vi.  p.  94.  °  Rymer,  torn-  xvii.  p.  4-3. 

to 


tures. 


j     A    M    E     S        I.  181 

t/3  it  mud  have  been  the  more  evident  to  every  eye,  Appe 
which  was  not  blinded  by  melancholy  prejudices  P. 

By  an  account s  which  feems  judicious  and  accu- 
rate, it  appears  that  all  the  feamen  employed  in 
the  merchant  fervice  amounted  to  io,ogo  men, 
which  probably  exceeds  not  the  fifth  part  of  their 
prefent  number.  Sir  Thomas  Overbury  fays,  that 
the  Dutch  pofTefTed  three  times  more  hupping  than 
the  Engiifli,  but  that  their  (hips  were  of  inferior 
burden  to  thofe  of  the  latter  r.  Sir  William  Mon- 
fon  computed  the  Engiifli  naval  power  to  be  little 
or  nothing  inferior  to  the  Dutch  %  which  is  finely 
an  exaggeration.  The' Dutch  at  this  time  traded  to 
England  with  6co  mips  ;  England  to  Holland  with 
fixty  only  \ 

A  catalogue  of  the  manufactures,  for  which  Maniifac- 
the  Engiifli  were  then  eminent,  would  appear  very 
contemptible,  in  companion  of  thofe  which  flourith 
among  them  at  prefent.  Almoft  all  the  more  ela- 
borate and  curious  arts  were  only  cultivated  abroad, 
particularly  in  Italy,  Holland,  and  the  Netherlands. 
Ship-building,  and  the  founding  of  iron  cannon, 
were  the  fole  in  which  the  Englifh  excelled.  Thev 
feem,  indeed,  to  have  poffefTed  alone  the  fecret  of 
the  latter  ;  and  great  complaints  were  made  every 
parliament  againft  the  exportation  of  Englifh  ord- 
nance. 

Nine  tenths  of  the  commerce  of  the  kino-dom 
confided  in  woollen  goods  ".  Wool,  however,  was 
allowed  to  be  exported,  till  the  19th  of  the  king. 
Jts  exportation  was  then  forbidden  by  proclamation, 
though  that  edict  was  never  flrictly  executed.  Moil 
of  the  cloth  was  exported  raw,  and  was  dyed  and 
dreffed  by  the  Dutch ;  who  gained,  it  is  pretended, 

p  See  note  [S]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

1  The  trade's  increafe,  in  the  Harleyan  Mifc.  vol.  iii. 

r  Remarks  on  his  Travels,  Karl.  MiVc.  vol.  ii.  p.  -49. 

s  Naval  Trafts,  p.  3»9.  35o.  t  Raleigh's  Oblcrvations. 

u  Journ.  26th  Miy  idzi. 

N  3  700,000 
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Appendix.  700,000  pounds  a  year  by  this  manufacture*.  A 
proclamation  iffued  by  the  king  againft  exporting 
cloth  in  that  condition,  had  fucceeded  fo  ill  during 
one  year,  by  the  refufal  of  the  Dutch  to  buy  the 
dreffed  cloth,  that  great  murmurs  arofe  againft  it ; 
and  this  meafure  was  retracted  by  the  king  and 
complained  of  by  the  nation,  as  if  it  had  been  the 
moft  impolitic  in  the  world.  It  feems  indeed  to 
have  been  premature. 

In  fo  little  credit  was  the  fine  Englifh  cloth  even 
at  home,  that  the  king  was  obliged  to  feek  ex- 
pedients by  which  he  might  engage  the  people  of 
fafhion  to  wear  it K.  The  manufacture  of  fine  linen 
was  totally  unknown  in  the  kingdom  -'. 

The  company  of  merchant-adventurers,  by  their 
patent,  pollelfed  the  fole  commerce  of  woollen 
goods,  though  the  ftaple  commodity  of  the  king- 
dom. An  attempt  made  during  the  reign  of  Eli- 
zabeth to  lay  open  this  important  trade  had  been 
attended  with  bad  confequences  for  a  time,  by  a 
confpiracy  of  the  merchant-adventurers,  not  to 
make  any  purchafes  of  cloth  :  and  the  queen  imme- 
diately reftored  them  their  patent. 

It  was  the  groundlefs  fear  of  a  like  accident  that 
enflaved  the  nation  to  thofe  exclulive  companies, 
which  confined  fo  much  every  branch  of  commerce 
and  induftry.  The  parliament,  however,  annulled, 
in  the  third  of  the  king,  the  patent  of  the  Spanifh 
company ;  and  the  trade  to  Spain,  which  was  at 
firft  very  iniignificant,  foon  became  the  moil  con- 
fiderable  in  the  kingdom.  It  is  ftrange  that  they 
were  not  thence  encouraged  to  abolifh  all  the  other 
companies,  and  that  they  went  no  farther  than  obligr 

w  Journ.  20  May  1614.  Raleijh,  in  his  Obfervations,  computes 
the  lofs  at  400,000  pounds  to  the  nation.  There  are  about  8c,coo. 
undreffed  cloths,  fays  he,  exported  yearly.  He  computes,  befides, 
that  about  100,000  pounds  a-  year  had  been  loft  by  kerfies;  not  to 
mention  other  articles.  The  account  of  200,000  cloths  a-year  ex- 
ported in  Elizabeth's  reign  feems  to  be  exaggerated. 

*  Rymer,  torn.  xvii.  p,  415.  y  Id.  ibid. 
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mg  them  to  enlarge  their  bottom,  and  to  facilitate  Appendix, 
the  admiffion  of  new  adventurers.  _     '      """ 

A  board  of  trade   was  erected  by  the  king  in 
1622   .     One  of  the  reafons  aiiigm  d  in  the  com- 
miffion,  is  to  remedy  the  low  price  or  wool,  which 
begat  complaints  of  the  decay  of  the  woollen  ma- 
nuiiclcry.      It  is    more    probable,    however,   that 
this  fall  of  prices  proceeded  from  the  increafe  of 
wool.     The  king  likewife   recommends   it    to  the 
commiffioners  to  enquire  and  examine  whether  a 
greater  freedom  of  trade,  and  an  exemption  from 
the  reftraint  of  exclulive  companies,  would  not  be 
beneficial.     Men  were  then  fettered  by  their  own 
prejudices;  and  the  king  was  juftly  afraid  of  em- 
bracing  a  bold  meafure,  whofe  confequences  might 
be  uncertain.     The  digefting  of  a  navigation  aft, 
of  a  like  nature  with  the  famous  one  executed  after- 
wards by  the  republican  parliament,  is  likewife  re- 
commended to  the  commiffioners.     The  arbitrary 
powers  then  commonly  aflumed  by  the  privy  council, 
appear  evidently  through   the   whole  tenor  of  the 
commiiiion.  t  •'     ' 

The  fiik  manufacture  had  no  footing  in  England : 
But,  by  James's  diredion,  mulberry-trees  were 
planted,  and  filk-worms  introduced  .  The  cli- 
mate feems  unfavourable  to  the  fuccefs  of  this  pro- 
ject The  planting  of  hops  increaled  much  m 
England  during  this  reign. 

Greenland  is  thought  to  have  been  c.ifcovered 
about  this'  period  ;  and  the  whale  nfliery  was  car- 
ried on  with  fuccefs  :  But  the  induftry  of  the  Dutch, 
in  fpite  of  all  oppofition,  foon  deprived  the  Engliih 
of  this  fource  of  riches.  A  company  was  erected 
for  the  difcovery  of  the  north-weft  paliage  ;  and 
many  fruitlefs  attempts  were  made  for  that  purpofe. 
In  fuch  noble  projects,  deipair  ought  never  to  be 

z  Rymer,  torn,  xvii    p-  410.  a  St  owe. 

N  4  admitted, 


184  HISTORY    OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 

Aonendix.  admitted,  till   the  abfolute  impoffibility  of  fuccefs 
be  fully  afcertained. 

The  paffage  to  the  Eaftjndies  had  born  opened 
to  the  Englifh  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth  ;  but 
the  trade  to  thofe  parts  "was  not  entirely  cftabiifhed 
till  this  reign,  when  the  Eait-India  company  received 
a   new  patent,  enlarged  their  flock  to    1,500,00,0 
pounds  b,  and  fitted  out  feveral  mips  on  thefe  ad- 
ventures.    In  1609  they  built  a  vefiel  of  1200  ton, 
the    largeft  merchant   fhip  that  England  had   ever 
known.      She  was    unfortunate,    and  perifhed  by 
fhipWreck.     In  i  6 1 1 ,  a  large  fhip  of  the  company, 
affifted  by  a  pinnace,  maintained  five  feveral   en- 
gagements with  a  fquadron  of  Portuguefe,  and  gain- 
ed a  complete  victory  over  forces  much   fuperior. 
During  the  following  years  the  Dutch  company  was 
guilty  of  great  injuries  towards  the  Englifh,  in   ex- 
pelling many  of  their  factors,  and   deftroying  their 
Settlements  :    But  thefe  violences  were  refented  with 
a  proper  ipirit  by  the  court  of  England.     A  naval 
force  was  equipped  under  the  earl  of  Oxford  ,  and 
lay  in  wait  for  the  return  of  the  Dutch  Eaft-India 
fleet.     By  reaibn  of  erofs  winds,  Oxford   failed   of 
his  purpofe,  and   the  Dutch   efcaped.     Some  time 
after,    one    rich    fhip    was    taken  by  vice-admiral 
'win  ;  and  it  was  flipulated  b)  the  Dutch  to  pay 
70, ceo   pounds  to  the  JUnglifh  company,  in  con- 
sideration  of  the  loflts  which   that  company  had 
fuitaifced  d.     But  neither   this   ftipulation,  nor   the 
fear  of  reprifajs,  nor  the  fenfe    of  that   friendfhip 
which  fubfifted  between  England   and   the  States, 
could  1  tftrain  the  avidity  of  the  Dutch  company,  or 
render  them  equitable  in  their  proceedings  towards 
their    allies.     Impatient  to  have  the  fole  polTeflion 
ot  the  -pice  trade,  which   the  Englifh   then   fnared 
with  then;,  they  aflumed   a  jurisdiction  over  a  fac- 

*>  Journ.  26th  Nov.  16'n.  c  In  1622. 

i  Jbhhfto:u  ii.it.  lib.  .-9. 
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tory  of  the  latter  in  the  'Hand  eT  Amboyna  ;  and  on  Appendix, 
very  improbable,  and  even  abfurd  pretences,  feized 
all  the  facte  .  .  with  the^r  families,  and  put  them  to 
death  with  the  mo  .  inhuman  tortures.  This  dif- 
mal  news  arrived  in  Extend  at  the  time  when 
James,  by  the  prejudices  of  his  fubjec^s,  and  the 
intrigues  of  his  favourite,  was  comh-ained  to  make 
a  breach  with  Spain  ;  and  he  was  obliged,  after 
fome  remonftrances,  to  acquiefce  in  this  indignity 
from  a  itate,  whole  alliance  was  now  become  neceflary 
to  him.  It  is  remarkable  that  the  nation,  almoft 
without  a  murmur,  fubmitted  to  this  injury  from 
their  proteflant  confederates ;  an  injury  which,  be- 
sides the  horrid  enormity  of  the  action,  was  of 
much  deeper  importance  to  national  intereft,  than 
all  thofe  which  they  were  fo  impatient  to  refent 
from  the  houfe  of  Auftria. 

The  exports  of  England  from  Chriihnas  161-2 
to  Chriftmas  161 3  are  computed  at  2,487,435 
pounds  :  The  imports  at  2,141,151  :  So  that  the 
balance  in  favour  of  England  was  346,284 e.  But 
in  1622  the  exports  were  2,320,436  pounds  ;  the 
imports  2,619,315  ;  wmich  makes  a  balance  of 
298,879  pounds  againd  England  f.  The  coinage  of 
England  from  1599  to  161 9  amounted  to  4,779,3 14 
pounds  1 3  millings  and  4  pence  s :  A  proof  that 
the  balance  in  the  main  was  confiderably  in  favour 
of  the  kingdom. '  As  the  annual  imports  and  ex- 
ports together  rofe  to  near  five  millions,  and  the 
cuftoms  never  yielded  fo  much  as  200,000  pounds 
a-year,  of  which  tonnage  made  a  part,  it  appears 
that  the  new  rates  affixed  by  James  did  not,  on  the 
whole,  amount  to  one  fhiUing  in  the  pound,  and 
conlequently  were  ltill  inferior  to  the  intention  of 
the  original  grant  of  parliament.  The  Eafl-India 
company  ufually  carried  out  a  third  of  their  cargo 
in  commodities ft.     The  trade  to  Turkey  was  one 

e  MifTelden's  Circle  of  Commerce,  p.  121.  f  Id.  ibid. 

s  Happy  future  State  of  England,  p.  70. 

i»  Milan's  Difcourfe  on  the  Eaft- India  Trade. 
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Appendix,  of  the  mo  ;nful  to  the  nation*.  It  appears  that 
copper  halfpence  and  farthings  began  to  be  coined 
in  this  reign  '.  Tradefmen  had  commonly  carried 
on  their  retail  bufmefs  chiefly  by  means  of  leaden 
tokens.  The  fmall  filver  penny  was  foon  loft,  and 
at  this  time  was  no  where  to  be  found. 

Colonies.  What  chiefly  renders  the  reign  of  James  me- 
morable, is  the  commencement  of  the  Englifh 
colonies  in  America ;  colonies  eftablifhed  on  the 
noblelt  footing  that  has  been  known  in  any  age  or 
nation.  The  Spaniards,  being  the  firlt  difcoverers 
of  the  new  world,  immediately  took  poiTeflion  of 
the  precious  mines  which  they  found  there  ;  and, 
by  the  allurement  of  great  riches,  they  were  tempt- 
ed to  depopulate  their  own  country,  as  well  as  that 
which  they  conquered  ;  and  added  the  vice  of  floth 
to  thofe  of  avidity  and  barbarity,  which  had  attend- 
ed their  adventures  in  thofe  renowned  enterprifes. 
That  fine  coaft  was  entirely  neglected,  which  reaches 
from  St.  Augultine  to  Cape  Breton,  and  which  lies 
in  all  the  temperate  climates,  is  watered  by  noble 
rivers,  and  offers  a  fertile  foil,  but  nothing  more, 
to  the  induftrious  planter.  Peopled  gradually  from 
England  by  the  neceflitous  and  indigent,  who  at 
home  increafed  neither  wealth  norpopuloufnefs,  the 
colonies  which  were  planted  along  that  tract,  have 
promoted  the  navigation,  encouraged  the  induftry, 
and  even  perhaps  multiplied  the  inhabitants  of  their 
mother-country.  The  fpirit  of  independency,  which 
was  revived  in  England,  here  fhone  forth  in  its  full 
lr.flre,  and  received  new  acceflion  from  the  afpirltig 
character  of  thofe  who,  being  difcontented  with  the 
eftablifhed  church  and  monarchy,  had  fought  for 
freedom  amidft  thofe  favage  deferts. 

Queen  Elizabeth  had  done  little  more  than  given 
a  name  to  the  continent  of  Virginia ;  and  after  her 

h  Muna's  Difcourfe  on  the  Eaft-India  Trade ,  p.  17. 
'  Andcrfon,  vol.  i.  p.  447. 
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planting  one  feeble  colony,  which  quickly  decayed,  Appendix. 
that  country  was  entirely  abandoned.  But  when  v — *""— -* 
peace  put  an  end  to  the  military  enterprifes  againfl 
Spain,  and  left  ambitious  fpirits  no  hopes  of  mak- 
ing any  longer  fuch  rapid  advances  towards  honour 
and  fortune,  the  nation  began  to  fecond  the  pacific 
intentions  of  its  monarch,  and  to  feek  a  furer, 
though  flower  expedient,  for  acquiring  riches  and 
glory.  In  1606,  Newport  carried  over  a  colony, 
and  began  a  fettlement ;  which  the  company  erected 
by  patent  for  that  purpofe  in  London  and  Briftcl, 
took  care  to  fupply  with  yearly  recruits  of  provi- 
fions,  utenfiis,  and  new  inhabitants.  About  1609, 
Argal  difcovered  a  more  direct  and  fhorter  paifage 
to  Virginia,  and  left  the  traft  of  the  ancient  navi- 
gators, who  had  frrfl  directed  their  courfe  fouth- 
wards  to  the  tropic,  failed  weftward  by  means  of 
the  trade-winds,  and  then  turned  northward,  till 
they  reached  the  Englifh  fettlements.  The  fame 
year  five  hundred  perfons  under  fir  Thomas  Gates 
and  fir  George  Somers  were  embarked  for  Virginia. 
Somers's  fhip,  meeting  with  a  tempeft,  was  driven 
into  the  Bermudas,  and  laid  the  foundation  of  a  fet- 
tlement in  thofe  iflands.  Lord  Delawar  afterwards 
undertook  the  government  of  the  Englifh  colonies : 
But  notwithstanding  all  his  care,  feconded  by  fup- 
plies  from  James,  and  by  money  raifed  from  the 
firft  lottery  ever  known  in  the  kingdom,  fuch  diffi- 
culties attended  the  fettlement  of  thefe  countries, 
that  in  16 14  there  were  not  alive  more  than  400 
men,  of  all  that  had  been  fent  thither.  After  flip* 
plying  themfelves  with  provifions  more  immediately 
neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  life,  the  new  planters  be- 
gan the  cultivating  of  tobacco  ;  and  James,  notwith, 
Standing  his  antipathy  to  that  drug,  which  he  affirm- 
ed to  be  pernicious  to  men's  morals  as  well  as  their- 
health k,  gave  them  permiffion  to  enter  it  in  Eng- 

*  Rymer,  torn.  xvii.  p.  621, 
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Appendix.  ]and  •  and  he  inhibited  bv  proclamation  all  importa- 
tion of  it  from  Spain1.     By  degrees,  new  cole: 
were  eflablimed  in  that  continent,  and  gave  new 

names  to  the  places  where  they  fettled,  leaving  that 
of  Virginia  to  the  province  firft  planted.  The 
Ifland  of  Barbadoes  was  alfo  planted  in  this  reign. 

Speculative  reafoners,  during  that  age,  raifed 
many  objections  to  the  planting  of  thofe  remote  co- 
lonies ;  and  foretold  that,  after  draining  their  mo- 
ther-country of  inhabitant?,  they  would  foon  make 
off  her  yoke,  and  erect  an  independent  government  in 
America :  But  time  has  (hewn,  that  the  views  en- 
tertained by  thofe  who  encouraged  fueh  generous 
undertakings,  were  more  [lift  and  folid.  A  mild 
government  and  great  naval  force  have  preferved, 
and  may  (till  preierve  'during  fome  time,  the  domi- 
nion of  England  over  her  colonies.  And  fuch  ad- 
vantages have  commerce  and  navigation  reaped 
from  thefe  eftablifhments,  that  more  than  a  fourth 
of  the  Englifh  mipping  is  at  prefcnt  computed  to  be 
employed  in  carrying  on  the  traffic  with  the  Ame- 
rican fettlements. 

Agriculture  was  anciently  very  imperfect  in 
England.  The  fudden  transitions  lb  often  mentioned 
by  hiflorians,  from  the  lowed  to  the  highefl  price 
of  grain,  and  the  prodigious  inequality  of  its  value 
in  different  years,  are  fuliicient  proofs  that  the  pro- 
duce depended  entirely  on  the  feafons,  and  that  art 
had  as  yet  done  nothing  to  fence  againfl  the  injuries 
of  the  heavens.  During  this  reign  confiderable 
improvements  were  made,  as  in  moft  arts,  fo  in  this, 
the  mod  beneficial  of  any.  A  numerous  catalogue 
might  be  formed  of  books  and  pamphlets  treating 
of  husbandry,  which  were  written  about  this  time. 
The  nation,  however,  was  flill  dependent  on  fo- 
reigners for  daily  bread;  and  though  its  exportation 

'  Rymer,  torn.  v.iii.  n.  Ca.  6J5. 
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of  grain  now  forms  a  confiderable  branch  of  its 
commerce,  notwithftanding  its  probable  increafe  of 
people,  there  was  in  that  period  a  regular  import- 
ation from  the  Baltic,  as  well  as  from  France  ;  and 
if  it  ever  Hopped,  the  bad  confequences  were  fen- 
fiblv  felt  by  the  nation.  Sir  Walter  Raleigh  in  his 
cbiervations  computes,  that  two  millions  went  out 
at  one  time  for  corn.  It  was  net  till  the  fifth  or 
Elizabeth,  that  the  exportation  of  corn  had  been 
allowed  in  England;  and  Camden  obferves,  that 
agriculture  from  that  moment  received  new  life  and 


vigour. 


The  endeavours  of  James,  or,  more  properly 
fpeaking;  thofeof  the  nation,  for  promoting  trade, 
were  attended  with  gi  '  ccefs  than  thofe  for  the 

encouragement  of  learning.  Though  the  age  was 
by  no  means  deftitute  of  eminent  writers,  a  very 
bad  tafte  in  general  prevailed  during  that  period  ; 
and   the  monarch   himieif  was  not  a  little  mfeded 

On  the  origin  of  letters  among  the  Greeks,  the  Learmnj 
genius  of  poets  and  orators,  as  might  naturally  be  ^  arts- 
expected,  was  diftinguifned  by  an  amiable  fimpltdty, 
which,  whatever  rudenefs  may  fometimes  attend  it, 
is  fo  fitted  to  exprefs  the  genuine  movements  of  na- 
ture and  paflion,  that  the  competitions  pollened  of 
it  muft  ever  appear  valuable  to  the  difcenring  part 
of  mankind.    The  glaring  figures  of  difcourfe,  the 
pointed  antithefis,  the  unnatural  conceit,  the  jingle  of 
words  ;  fuch  falfe  ornaments  were  net  employed  by 
early  writers  ;    not  becaufe  they  were  rejected,  but 
becauie  they  fcarcelv  ever  occurred  to  them.     An 
eafy,  unforced  ftram  of  fentiment  runs  through  their 
compofitions  ;  though  at  the  fajne  time  we  may  ob- 
ferve,  that  amidit  the   nod   elegant   fimplicity   of 
thought  and  expreflion,  one  is  fometimes  furpnied 
to  meet  with  a  poor  conceit,  which  had  preiented 
itielf  uufought  for,  and  which  the  author  had  not 
a  -,  acquired 
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acquired  critical  obfervation  enough  to  condemn  m« 
A  bad  tafte  feizes  with  avidity  thefe  frivolous  beau- 
ties, and  even  perhaps  a  good  tafte,  ere  furfeited  by 
them :  They  multiply  every  day  more  and  more 
in  the  fafhionable  compofitions  :  Nature  and  good 
fenfe  are  neglected :  Laboured  ornaments  ftudied 
and  admired  :  And  a  total  degeneracy  of  ftyle  and 
language  prepares  the  way  for  barbarifm  and  igno- 
rance. Hence  the  Afiatic  manner  was  found  to  de- 
part fo  much  from  the  fimple  purity  of  Athens : 
Hence  that  tinfel  eloquence  which  is  obfervable  in 
many  o^  the  Roman  writers,  from  which  Cicero 
himfelf  is  not  wholly  exempted,  and  which  fo  much 
prevails  in  Ovid,  Seneca,  Lucan,  Martial,  and  the 
Plirtys. 

On  the  revival  of  letters,  when  the  judgment  of 
the  public  is  yet  raw  and  unformed,  this  falfe  glilter 
catches  the  eye,  and  leaves  no  room,  either  in  elo- 
quence or  poetry,  for  the  durable  beauties  of  folid 
fenfe  and  lively  paihon.  The  reigning  genius  is 
then  diametrically  oppofite  to  that  which  prevails 
on  the  firft  origin  of  arts.  The  Italian  writers,  it 
is  evident,  even  the  mod  celebrated,  have  not 
reached  the  proper  fimplicity  of  thought  and  com- 
pofition  ;  and  in  Petrarch,  TafTo,  Guarini,  frivolous 
witticifms  and  forced  conceits  are  but  tco  predomi- 
nant. The  period  during  which  letters  were  culti- 
vated in  Italy,  was  fo  ftiort  as  fcarcely  to  allow 
leifure  for  correcting  this  adulterated  relifh. 

The  more  early  French  writers  are  liable  to  the 
fame  reproach.     Voiture,  Balzac,  even  Corneille, 

m  The  name  of  Polynices,  one  of  Oedipus's  fons,  means  in  the 
original  much  quarrelling.  In  the  altercations  between  the  two  bro- 
thers, in  iEfchylus,  Sophocles,  and  Euripides,  this  conceit  is  em- 
ployed ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that,  fo  poor  a  conundrum  could  not 
be  rejected  by  any  of  thefe  three  poets,  fo  juftly  celebrated  for  their 
tafte  and  fimplicity.  What  could  Shakefpeare  have  done  worfe  ? 
Terence  has  his  inceptio  efl  amentium,  non  amemtium.  Many  fimilaf 
inftances  will  occur  to  the  learned.  It  is  well  known,  that  Ariftotle 
treats  very  ferioufly  of  puns,  divides  them  into  feveral  qlaffcs,  and 
recommends  the  ufe  of  them  to  orators. 

i  have 
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have  too  much  affected  thofe  ambitious  ornaments, 
of  which  the  Italians  in  general,  and  the  leaft  pure 
of  the  ancients,  fupplied  them  with  fo  many  models. 
And  it  was  not  till  late,  that  obfervatinn  and  reflec- 
tion gave  rife  to  a  more  natural  turn  of  thought 
and  compofition  among  that  elegant  people. 

A  like  character  may  be  extended  to  the  ftrft 
Englifh  writers  ;  fuch  as  fiourimed  during  the 
reigns  of  Elizabeth  and  James,  and  even  till  long 
afterwards.  Learning,  on  its  revival  in  this  ifland, 
was  attired  in  the  fame  unnatural  garb  which  it 
wore  at  the  time  of  its  decay  among  the  Greeks 
and  Romans.  And,  what  may  be  regarded  as  a 
misfortune,  the  Englifh  writers  were  poffeffed  of 
great  genius  before  they  were  endowed  with  any  de- 
gree of  tafte,  and  by  that  means  gave  a  kind  of 
fanction  to  thofe  forced  turns  and  fentiments  which 
they  fo  much  affected.  Their  diftorted  conceptions 
and  expreffions  are  attended  with  fuch  vigour  of 
mind,  that  we  admire  the  imagination  which  pro- 
duced them,  as  much  as  we  blame  the  want  of 
judgment  which  gave  them  admittance.  To  enter 
into  an  exacl  criticifm  of  the  writers  of  that  age 
would  exceed  our  prefent  purpofe.  A  fhort  cha- 
racter of  the  moll  eminent,  delivered  arith  the  fame 
freedom  which  hiftory  exerciies  over  kings  and  mi- 
niiters,  may  not  be  improper.  The  national  pre- 
poiTeilions,  which  prevail,  wiH  perhaps  render  the 
former  liberty  not  the  leaft  perilous  for  an  author. 

If  Shakefpeare  be  confidered  as  a  Man,  born  in 
a  rude  age,  and  educated  in  the  lowed  manner, 
without  anv  inftruetion,  either  from  the  world  or 
from  books,  he  may  be  regarded  as  a  prodigy :  It 
repreiented  as  a  Poet,  capable  of  furnifhing  a  pro- 
per entertainment  to  a  refined  or  intelligent  audi- 
ence, we  muft  abate  much  of  this  eulogy.  In  his 
compofition?,  we  regret,  that  many  irregularities, 
and  even  abfurdities,  mould  fo  frequently  disfigure 

the 
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Appendix,  the  animated  and  paffionate  fcenes  intermixed  with 
them ;  and  at  the  fame  time,  we  perhaps  admire 
the  more  thofe  beauties,  on  account  of  their  being 
furrounded  with  fuch  deformities.  A  finking  pe- 
culiarity of  fentiment,  adapted  to  a  fmgle  character , 
he  frequently  hits,  as  it  were  by  irifpiratipn  ;  but  a 
reafonable  propriety  of  thought  he  cannot  for  any 
time  uphold.  Nervous  and  piclurefque  exprefiions 
as  well  as  defcriptions  abound  in  him ;  bat  it  is  in 
vain  we  look  either  for  purity  or  fimplicity  of  dic- 
tion. His  total  ignorance  of  all  theatrical  art  and 
conduct,  however  material  a  defect ;  yet,  as  it  af- 
fects the  Spectator,  rather  than  the  reader,  we  can 
more  eafily  excufe,  than  that  want  of  tafte  which 
often  prevails  in  his  productions,  and  which  gives 
way  only  by  intervals  to  the  irradiations  of  genius. 
A  great  and  fertile  genius  he  certainly  poflefi'ed,  and 
one  enriched  equally  with  a  tragic  and  comic  vein  ; 
but  he  ought  to  be  cited  as  a  proof,  how  dangerous 
it  is  to  rely  on  thefe  advantages  alone  for  attaining 
an  excellence  in  the  finer  arts11.  And  there  may 
even  remain  a  iufpicion,  that  we  over-rate,  if  pof- 
fible,  the  greatnefs  of  his  genius  ;  in  the  fame 
manner  as  bodies  often  appear  more  gigantic,  on 
account  of  their  being  difproportioned  and  mif- 
fhapen.     He  died  in  1616,  aged  53  years. 

Johnson  porH-Hed  all  the  learning  which  was 
wanting  to  Shakefpeare,  and  wanted  all  the  genius 
of  which  the  other  was  poifefled.  Both  of  them  were 
equally  deficient  in  tafte  and  elegance,  in  harmony 
and  corre£tnefs.  A  fervile  copyift  of  the  ancients, 
Johafon  translated  into  bad  Englifh  the  beautiful 
paiTages  of  the  Greek  and  Roman  authors,  without 
accommodating  them  to  the  manners  of  his  age  and 
country.  His  merit  has  been  totally  eclipfed  by  that 
of  uhakeipeare,  whofe  rude  genius  prevailed  over  th£ 

n  Ihvenlre  etiam  bwlari  foigqt,  diffoaere  et  onare  non  nifi  eru- 

ditus.  i^IN.^. 
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rude  art  of  his  cotemporary.  The  Englifh  theatre  Appendix, 
has  ever  fmce  taken  a  ftrong  tincture  of  Shakefpeare's 
fpirit  and  character  ;  and  thence  it  has  proceeded,  that 
the  nation  has  undergone  from  all  its  neighbours, 
the  reproach  of  barbarifm,  from  which  its  valuable 
productions  in  fome  other  parts  of  learning  would 
otherwife  have  exempted  it.  Johnfon  had  a  penfion 
of  a  hundred  marks  from  the  king,  which  Charles 
afterwards  augmented  to  a  hundred  pounds.  He 
died  in  1637,  aged  6% 

Fairfax  has  tranflated  Taflb  with  an  elegance 
and  eafe,  and  at  the  fame  time  with  an  exa&nefs, 
which  for  that  age  are  furprifing.  Each  line  in  the 
original  is  faithfully  rendered  by  a  correfpondent 
line  in  the  tranflation.  Harrington's  translation  of 
Arioflo  is  not  likewife  without  its  merit.  It  is  to 
be  regretted  that  thefe  poets  mould  have  imitated 
the  Italians  in  their  ftanza,  which  has  a  prolixity 
and  uniformity  in  it  that  difpleafes  in  long  perform* 
ances.  They  had  otherwife,  as  well  as  Spenfer, 
who  went  before  them,  contributed  much  to  the 
polifhing  and  refining  of  Englifh  verification. 

In  Donne's  fatires,  when  carefully  infpe&ed, 
there  appear  fome  flafhes  of  wit  and  ingenuity  ;  but 
thefe  totally  fuffocated  and  buried  by  the  hardeft 
and  mofl  uncouth  expreflion  that  is  any-where  to  be 
met  with. 

If  the  poetry  of  the  Englifh  was  fo  rude  and  im- 
perfect during  that  age,  we  may  reafonably  expect 
that  their  prole  would  be  liable  to  ftill  greater  ob- 
jections. Though  the  latter  appears  the  more  eafy, 
as  it  is  the  more  natural  method  of  composition  ;  it 
has  ever  in  practice  been  found  the  more  rare  and 
difficult ;  ancr  there  fcarcely  is  art  inflance  in  any 
language,  that  it  has  reached  a  degree  of  perfection, 
before  the  refinement  of  poetical  numbers  and  ex- 
preflion.  Englifh  profe,  during  the  reign  of  James, 
was  written  with  little  regard  to  the  rules  of  gram- 
STiar,  and  with  a  total  diiregard  to  the  elegance  and 

Vol.  VI.  O  harmony 


i94  HISTORY   OF   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

Appendix,  harmony  of  the  period.  Stuffed  with  Latin  fen- 
tences  and  quotations,  it  likewife  imitated  thofe 
inverfions  which,  however  forcible  and  graceful  in 
the  ancient  languages,  are  intirely  contrary  to  the 
idiom  of  the  Engliih.  I  fhall  indeed  venture  to 
affirm,  that  whatever  uncouth  phrafes  and  expref- 
fions  occur  in  old  books,  they  were  chiefly  owing 
to  the  unformed  tafle  of  the  author ;  and  that  the 
language  fpoken  in  the  courts  of  Elizabeth  and 
James  was  very  little  different  from  that  which  we 
meet  with  at  prefent  in  good  company.  Of  this 
opinion  the  little  fcraps  of  fpeeches  which  are  found 
in  the  parliamentary  journals,  and  which  carry  an 
air  fo  oppofite  to  the  laboured  orations,  feem  to  be 
a  fufficient  proof ;  and  there  want  not  productions 
of  that  age  which,  being  written  by  men  who  were 
not  authors  by  profeffion,  retain  a  very  natural  man- 
ner, and  may  give  us  fome  idea  of  the  language 
which  prevailed  among  men  of  the  world.  I  fhall 
particularly  mention  fir  John  Davis's  Difcovery, 
Throgmorton's,  Eflex's,  and  Nevil's  letters.  In  -a 
more  early  period,  CavendifiYs  life  of  cardinal 
Wolfey,  the  pieces  that  remain  of  bi (hop  Gardiner, 
and  Anne  Boleyn's  letter  to  the  king,  differ  little  or 
nothing  from  the  language  of  our  time. 

The  great  glory  of  literature  in  this  ifland  during 
the  reign  of  James,  was  lord  Bacon.  Moft  of  his. 
performances  were  compofed  in  Latin  ;  though  he 
pofleffed  neither  the  elegance  of  that,  nor  of  his 
native  tongue.  If  we  confider  the  variety  of  talents 
difplayed  by  this  man;  as  a  public  fpeaker,  a  man 
o|  bufinefs,  a  wit,  a  courtier,  a  companion,  an  au- 
thor, a  philofopher;  he  is  juftly  the  objed  of.  great 
'admiration.  If  we  confider  him  merely  as  an  au- 
thor and  philofopher,  the  light  in  which  we  view 
iiim  at  prefent,  though  very  eftimable,  he  was  yet 
inferior  to  his  cotemporary  Oalilaeo,  perhaps  even  to 
U  i -pier.  Bacon  pointed  out  at  a  diftance  the  road 
t&  true  piniofophy :   Galilseo  both  pointed  it  out  to 

others, 
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others,  and  made  himfelf  confiderable  advances  in  Appendix. 
k.  The  Englifhman  was  ignorant  of  geometry : 
The  Florentine  revived  that  fcience,  excelled  in  it, 
and  was  the  firft  that  applied  it,  together  with 
experiment,  to  natural  philofophy.  The  former 
rejected,  with  the  molt  pofitive  difdain,  the  fyftem 
of  Copernicus :  The  latter  fortified  it  with  new 
proofs,  derived  both  from  reafon  and  the  fenfes. 
Bacon's  ftyle  is  ft  iff  and  rigid  :  His  wit,  though 
often  brilliant, is  alfo  often  unnatural  and  far-fetched; 
and  he  feems  to  be  the  original  of  thofe  pointed 
fimilies  and  long-fpun  allegories  which  fo  much  dif- 
tinguifh  the  Englim  authors :  Galilaeo  is  a  lively 
and  agreeable,  though  fomewhat  a  prolix  writer. 
But  Italy,  not  united  in  any  fingle  government, 
and  perhaps  fatiated  with  that  literary  glory  which 
it  has  polfeffed  both  in  anc>,nt  and  modern  times, 
has  too  much  neglected  the  renown  which  it  has 
acquired  by  giving  birth  to  fo  great  a  man. 
That  national  fpirit  which  prevails  among  the  Eng- 
lish,and  which  forms  their  great  happinefs,is  thecaufe 
why  they  beftow  on  all  their  eminent  writers,  and 
on  Bacon  among  the  reft,  fuch  praifes  and  acclama- 
tions as  may  often  appear  partial  and  exceffive.  He 
died  in  1626,  in  the  66th  year  of  his  age. 

If  the  reader  of  Raleigh's  hiftory  can  have  the 
patience  to  wade  through  the  Jewifh  and  Rabbinical 
learning  which  compofe  the  half  of  the  volume',  he 
will  find,  when  he  comes  to  the  Greek  and  Roman 
ftory,  that  his  pains  are  not  unrewarded.  Raleigh 
is  the  beft  model  of  that  ancient  ftyle  which  fome 
writers  would  affect  to  revive  at  prefent.  He  was 
beheaded  in  161 8,  aged  66  years. 

Camden's  hiftory  of  queen  Elizabeth  may  be 
efteemed  good  compofition,  both  for  ftyle  and  mat- 
ter. It  is  written  with  fimplicity  of  expreftion,  very 
rare  in  that  age,  and  with  a  regard  to  truth.  It 
would  not  perhaps  be  too  much  to  affirm,  that  it 

O  2  is 
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Appendix,  is  among  the  bed  hiftoriail  productions  which  have 
yet  been  compofed  by  any  Engliihman.  It  is  well 
known  that  the  Engliffi  have  not  much  excelled  in 
that  kind  of  literature.  He  died  in  1623,  aged  73. 
years. 

We  mall  mention  the  king  himfelf  at  the  end  of 
theie  Englifli  writers ;  becaufe  that  is  his  place, 
when  confidered  as  an  author.  It  may  fafely  be  af- 
firmed, that  the  mediocrity  of  James's  talents  in 
literature,  joined  to  the  great  change  in  national 
tafle,  is  one  caufe  of  that  contempt  under  which  his 
memory  labours,  and  which  is  often  carried  by 
party-writers  to  a  great  extreme.  It  is  remarkable 
how  different  from  ours  were  the  fentiments  of  the 
ancients  with  regard  to  learning.  Of  the  firlt  twenty 
Roman  emperors,  counting  from  Cadar  to  Severus, 
above  the  half  were  authors ;  and  though  few  of 
them  feem  to  have  been  eminent  in  that  profefTion, 
it  is  alwavs  remarked  to  their  praife,  that  by  their 
example  they  encouraged  literature.  Not  to  men- 
tion Germanicus,and  his  daughter  Agrippina,perfons: 
fo  nearly  allied  to  the  throne,  the  greater  part  of 
the  claflie  writers,  whofe  works  remain,  were  men  of 
the  highefl  quality.  As  every  human  advantage  is 
attended  with  inconveniencies,  the  change  of  men's 
ideas  in  this  particular  may  probably  be  afcribed  to 
the  invention  of  printing  5  which  has  rendered  books1 
io  common,  that  even  men  of  llender  fortunes  can 
have  accefs  to  them. 

That  James  was  but  a  middling  writer  may  be 
allowed  :  That  he  was  a  contemptible  one,  can  by 
no  means  be  admitted.  Whoever  will  read  his  Ba- 
filicon  Doron,  particularly  the  two  lad  books,  the 
true  law  of  free  monarchies,  his  anfwer  to  cardinal 
iPerron,  and  almoil  all  his  fpeeches  and  meflages  to 
parliament,  will  confefs  him  to  have  poffeffed  no 
mean  genius.  If  he  wrote  concerning  witches  and 
apparitions ',  who  in  that  age  did  not  admit  the  rea- 
lity 
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fity  of  thefe  fictitious  beings  ?  If  he  has  compofed  *??■  !j* 
a  commentary  on  the  Revelations,  and  proved  the  *-" 
pope  to  be  antichrift ;  may  not  a  fimilar  reproach 
be  extended  to  the  famous  Napier ;  and  even  to 
Newton,  at  a  time  when  learning  was  much  more 
advanced  than  during  the  reign  of  James  ?  From 
the  grofihefs  of  its  iuperftitions,  we  may  infer  the 
ignorance  of  an  age ;  but  never  mould  pronounce 
concerning  the  folly  of  an  individual,  from  his  ad- 
mitting popular  errors,  confecrated  by  the  appear- 
ance of  religion. 

Such  a  iuperiority  do  the  purfuits  of  literature 
pofiefs  above  every  other  occupation,  that  even  he 
who  attains  but  a  mediocrity  in  them,  merits  the 
pre-eminence  above  thofe  that  excel  the  mod  in  the 
common  and  vulgar  profeflions.  The  fpeaker  of 
the  houfe  of  commons  is  ufually  an  eminent  lawyer ; 
yet  the  harangue  of  his  majeity  will  always  be  found 
much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  fpeaker,  in  every  par- 
liament during  this  reign. 

Every  fcierice,  as  well  as  polite  literature,  muft 
be  confidered  as  being  yet  in  its  infancy.  Scholaftic 
learning  and  polemical' divinity  retarded  the  growth 
of  all  true  knowledge.  Sir  Henry  Saville,  in  the 
preamble  of  that  deed  by  which  he  annexed  a  falary 
to  the  mathematical  and  agronomical  profeflbrs  in 
Oxford,  fays,  that  geometry  was  almoft  totally 
abandoned  and  unknown  in  England  °.  The  bed 
learning  of  that  age  was  the  ftudy  of  the  ancients. 
Cafaubon,  eminent  for  this  fpecies  of  knowledge, 
was  invited  over  from  France  by  James,  and  en- 
couraged by  a  penfion  of  300 1.  a-year,  as  well  as 
by  church  preferments p.  The  famous  Antonio  di 
Dominis,  archbifhop  of  Spalatro,  no  defpicable 
philofopher,  came  likewife  into  England,  and  af- 
forded great  triumph  to  the  nation,  by  their  gaining 

e.Rymer,  torn.  xvii.  p.  217.  p  Void.  p.  739. 

O3  fo 


198  HISTORY   OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 

Append.  fo  confiderable  a  profelyte  from  the  papifts.  But 
v«_v — .  the  mortification  followed  foon  after :  The  archbi- 
fhop,  though  advanced  to  fome  ecclefiaftical  pre- 
ferments \  received  not  encouragement  fumcient  to 
fatisfy  his  ambition  :  He  made  his  efcape  into  Italy, 
where  he  died  in  confinement. 


<J  Rymer,  torn.  xvii.  p. 
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A  parliament  at  Wejlmlnjier—At  Oxford Naval 

expedition    againft    Spain Second  parliament 

Impeachment  of  Buckingham Violent  mea- 

fares  of  the  court War  with  France Expe- 
dition to  the  ijle  of  Rhc> 


N 


O  fooner  had  Charles  taken  into  his  hands  the 
reins  of  government,  than  he  mewed  an  im- 
patience to  affemble  the  great  council  of  the  na- 
tion ;  and  he  would  gladly,  for  the  fake  of  difpatch, 
have  called  together  the  fame  parliament  which  had 
fitten  under  his  father,  and  which  lay  at  that  time 
under  prorogation.  But  being  told  that  this  mea- 
fure  would  appear  unufual,  he  iffued  writs  for  fum- 
moning  a  new  parliament  on  the  7th  of  May 5  and  Apjrijj- 
it  was  not  without  regret  that  the  arrival  of  the  prin-  Weftmi„- 
cefs  Henrietta,  whom  he  had  efpoufed  by  proxy,  ftcn 
obliged  him  to  delay,  by  repeated  prorogations, 
their  meeting  till  the  eighteenth  of  June,  when 
they  affembled  at  Weftminfter  for  the  difpatch  of 
bufmefs.  The  voung  prince,  unexperienced  and 
impolitic,  regarded  as  fincere  all  the  praifes  and 
carefles  with  which  he  had  been  loaded,  while  ac- 
tive in  procuring  the  rupture  with  the  houfe  of  Au- 
itria.  And  befides  that  he  laboured  under  great 
neceffities,  he  haftened  with  alacrity  to  a  period 
when  he  might  receive  the  mod  undoubted  teiti- 
rpony  of  the  dutiful  attachment  of  his  fubjects.  His : 
'       ;  O  4  difcourle 
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CHAP-  difcourfe  to  the  parliament  was  full  of  fimplicity 

'— ^  and  cordiality     He  lightly  mentioned  the  occafion 

i6i5.      which  he  had  for  fupply  *  He  employed  no  intrigue 

to  influence  the  fuffrages  of  the   members.      He 

would  not  even  allow  the  officers  of  the  crown  who 

had  feats  in  the  houfe  to  mention  any  particular 

fum  which  might  be  expected  by  him.     Secure  of 

the  affections  of  the  commons,  he  was  refolved  that 

their  bounty  mould  be  entirely  their  own  deed: 

imaged,  unfolicited ;    the  genuine  fruit  of  fincere 

confidence  and  regard. 

1  he  houfe  of  commons  accordingly  took  into 
connderation  the  buhnefs  of  fupply.     Thev  knew 
that  all  the  money  granted  by  the  laft  parliament 
had   been  expended  on  naval  and  military  arma- 
ments;   and  that  great  anticipations  were  likewife 
made  on  the  revenues  of  the  crown.     They  were 
not  ignorant  that  Charles  Was  loaded  with  a  large 
debt,  contracted  by  his  father,  who  had  borrowed 
money  both  from  his  own  fubjecls  and  from  foreicrn 
princes.     They  had    learned    by  experience,    that 
the  public  revenue  could  with  'difficulty  maintain 
the  dignity  of  the  crown,  even  under  the  ordinary 
cnarges  or  government.     They  were  fenfible  that 
the  prefent  war  was  very  lately  the  refult  of  their 
own  importunate  applications  and  entreaties,  and 
that   theytad  folemnly  engaged  to   fupport  their 
iovereign  in  the  management  of  it.     They  were  ac- 
quainted with  the  difficulty  of  military  enterprifes, 
directed  agamfl  the  whole  houfe  of  Auftria  ;  againit 
the  king  of  Spain,  poffieffied  of  the  greatefl  riches 
and  molt  extenfive  dominions  of  any  prince  in  Eu- 
rope; againft  the  emperor  Ferdinand,  hitherto  the 
molt  fortunate  monarch  of  his  age,  who  had  fubdued 
and  aitomfhed  Germany  by  the  rapidity  of  his  vic- 
tories,    Deep  impremons,  they  faw,  muft  be  made 

Vnr,Rp"?orth'VO,,i'P'171'    ParUlift^ol.vi.p.346.    Frank- 
by 
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by  the  Englifh  fword,  and  a  vigorous  offenfive  war  c  H  A  p* 
be  waged  againft  thei'e  mighty  potentates,  ere  they 
would  refign  a  principality,  which  they  had  now 
fully  fubdued,  and  which  they  held  in  fecure  pof- 
feffion,  by  its  being  furrounded  with  all  their  other 
territories. 

To  anfwer,  therefore,  all  thefe  great  and  im- 
portant ends  ;  to  fatisfy  their  young  king  in  the  firlt 
requeft  which  he  made  them  ;  to  prove  their  fenfe 
of  the  many  royal  virtues,  particularly  ceconomv, 
with  which  Charles  was  endowed  ;  the  houfe  of 
commons,  conducted  by  the  wifeft  and  ablefl  fena- 
tors  that  had  ever  flourifhed  in  England,  thought 
proper  to  confer  on  the  king  a  fupply  of  two  fubfi- 
dies,  amounting  to  1 12,000  pounds  3. 

This  meafure,  which  difcovers  rather  a  cruel 
mockery  of  Charles,  than  any  ferious  defign  of  fup- 
porting  him,  appears  fo  extraordinary,  when  con- 
fidered  in  all  its  circumftances,  that  it  naturally 
fummons  up  our  attention,  and  raifes  an  enquiry 
concerning  the  caufes  of  a  conduct,  unprecedented 
in  an  Englifh  parliament.  So  numerous  an  aflem- 
bly,  compofed  of  perfons  of  various  difpofitions, 
was  not,  it  is  probable,  wholly  influenced  by  the 
fame  motives  ;  and  few  declared  openly  their  true 
reafon.  We  mall,  therefore,  approach  nearer  to  the 
truth,  if  we  mention  all  the  views  which  the  prefen£ 
conjuncture  could  fuggcil  to  them. 

It  is  not  to  be  doubted,  but  fpleen  and  ill-will 
againft  the  duke  of  Buckingham  had  an  influence 
with  many.  So  vaft  and  rapid  a  fortune  fo  little 
merited  could  not  fail  to  excite  public  envy  ;  and, 
however  men's  hatred  might  have  heen  fufpended 
for  a  moment,  while  the  duke's  conduct  feemed  to 
gratify  their  paffions  and  their  prejudices,  it  was 
impoflible  for  him  long  to  preferve  the  affections  of 
the  people.     His    influence    over   the  modefty  of 

s  Afubfidy  was  now  fallen  to  about  ,56,000  pounds.  Cabbala, 
p.  224.  firftedit. 
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CHAP.  Charles  exceeded  even  that  which  he  had  acquired 

t  over  the  weaknefs  of  James  ;  nor  was  any  public 

I($25.  meafure  conducted  but  by  his  counfel  and  direction. 
His  vehement  temper  prompted  him  to  raife  fud- 
denly  to  the  highest  elevation  his  flatterers  and 
dependents  :  And  upon  the  lead  occafion  of  dif- 
pleafure,  he  threw  them-  down  with  equal  impetu- 
ofity  and  violence.  Implacable  in  his  hatred  ;  fickle 
in  his  friendihips- :  All  men  were  either  regarded  as 
his  enemies,  or  dreaded  foon  to  become  mch.  The 
whole  power  of  the  kingdom  was  grafped  by  his  in- 
fatiable  hand  ;  while  he  both  engrofled  the  intire 
confidence  oi  his  mailer,  and  held,  inverted  in  his 
iingle  perfon,  the  moil  considerable  offices  of  the 
crown. 

However  the  ill-humour  of  the  commons  might 
have  been  increafed  by  theie  confiderations,  we  are 
not  to  fuppofe  them  the  fole  motives.  The  Jaifc 
parliament  of  James,  amidft  all  their  joy  and  fefti- 
vit.y,  had  given  him  a  fuppl-y  very  difproportioned 
to  his  demand  and  to  the  occafion.  And  as  every 
houfe  of  common:],  which  was  elected  daring  forty 
years,  fucceeded  to  all  the  passions  and  principles  of 
their  predeceilbrs  ;  we  ought  rather  to  account  for 
this  obstinacy  from  the  general-  situation  of  the 
kingdom  during  that  whole  period,  than  from  any 
circumstances  which  attended  this  particular  con- 
juncture. 

Tke  nation  was  very  little  accustomed  at  that 
time  to  the  burthen  of  taxes,  and  had  never  opened 
their  purfes  in  any  degree  for  fupporting  their  fove-  • 
reign.  Even  Elizabeth,  notwithstanding  her  vigour 
and  frugality,  and  the  neceffary  wars  in  which  me 
w2s  engaged,  had  reafon  to  complain  of  the  com- 
mons in  this  particular;  nor  could  the  authority  of 
that  princefs,  which  was  otherwiie  almost  abfolute, 
ever  extort  from  them  the  requisite  fupplies.  Ha- 
bits, more  than  reafon,  we  find  in  every  thing  to  be 
the  governing  principle  of  mankind.     In  this  view 

likewife. 
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likewife  the  finking  of  the  value  of  fubfidies  mull 
be  considered  as  a  lofs  to  the  king.     The  parlia- 
ment, fwayed  by  cuftom,  would  not  augment  their   ^162^" 
number  in  the  fame  proportion. 

The  puritanical  party,  though  difguifed,  had  a 
great  authority  over  the  kingdom ;  and  many  of 
the  leaders  among  the  commons  had  fecretly  em- 
braced the  rigid  tenets  of  that  feet.  All  thefe  were 
difgufted  with  the  court,  both  by  the  prevalence  of 
the  principles  of  civil  liberty  effential  to  their  parry* ; 
and  on  account  of  the  reftraint  under  which  they 
were  held  by  the  cftablifhed  hierarchy.  In  order  to 
fortify  himfelf  againfl  the  refentment  of  James, 
Buckingham  had  affected  popularity,  and  entered 
into  the  cabals  of  the  puritans  :  But  being  fecure  of 
the  confidence  of  Charles,  he  had  fince  abandoned 
this  party  ;  and  on  that  account  was  the  more  ex- 
pofed  to  their  hatred  and  refentment.  Though  the 
religious  fchemes  of  many  of  the  puritans,  when  ex- 
plained, appear  pretty  frivolous,  we  are  not  thence 
to  imagine  that  they  were  purfued  by  none  but 
perfons  of  weak  understandings.  Some  men  of  the 
greatell  parts  and  molt  extenfive  knowledge  that  the 
nation  at  this  time  produced,  could  not  enjoy  any 
peace  of  mind ;  becaufe  obliged  to  hear  prayers 
oifered  up  to  the  Divinity  by  a  priefl  covered  with 
a  white  linen  veiiment. 

The  match  with  France  and  the  articles  in  fa- 
vour of  catholics,  which  were  fufpected  to  be  in 
the  treatv,  were  likewife  caufes  of  difguft  to  this 
whole  party  :  Though  it  muff  be  remarked,  that 
the  connexions  with  that  crown  were  much  lefs  ob- 
noxious to  the  protefcants,  and  lefs  agreeable  to  the 
catholics,  than  the  alliance  formerly  projected  with 
Spain,  and  were  therefore  received  rather  with  plca- 
fure  than  dinatisfaction. 

To  all  thefe  caufes  we  muff,  yet  add  another  of 
confiderable  moment.    The  houfe  of  commons,  we- 

VOSiJ 
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may  obferve,  was  almoft  entirely  governed  by  a  fet 
of  men  of  the  moil  uncommon  capacity  and  the 
iiZJT'  largeft  views :  Men  who  were  now  formed  into  a 
regular  party,  and  united,   as  well  by  fixed  aims 
and  projects,    as  by  the  hardfhips  which  fome  of 
them    had    undergone    in    profecution    of   them. 
Among  thefe,  we  may  mention  the  names  of  fir  Ed- 
ward Coke,  fir  Edwin  Sandys,    fir  Robert  Philips, 
fir'  Francis  Seymour,  fir  Dudley  Digges,  fir  John 
Elliot,   fir  Thomas  Wentworth,  Mr.  Selden,    and 
Mr.  Pym.      Animated    with     a   warm    regard    to 
liberty,    thefe  generous  patriots  faw  with  regret  an 
unbounded  power  exercifed  by  the  crown,  and  were 
refolved  to  feize  the  opportunity  which  the  king's 
neceilities  offered  them,  cf  reducing  the  preroga- 
tive  within    more    reafonable   compafs.     Though 
their  anceftors  had  blindly  given  way  to  practices 
and  precedents  favourable  to  kingly  power,  and  had 
been  able,  notwithstanding,  to  preferve  fome  fmall 
remains  of  liberty ;    it  would  be  impoflible,    they 
thought,  when  all  thefe  pretenfions  were  methodized 
and  profecuted,  by  the  increafmg  knowledge  of  the 
age,   to  maintain  any  fhadow  of   popular  govern- 
ment, in  oppofition  to  fuch  unlimited  authority  in 
the  fovereign.     It  was  necefi'ary  to  fix  a  choice: 
Either  to  abandon  entirely  the  privileges  of  the  peo- 
ple, -  or  to  fecure  them  by  firmer  and  more  precife 
barriers  than  the  conftitution  had  hitherto  provided 
for  them.     In  this  dilemma,   men  of  fuch  afpiring 
geniufes  and  fuch  independent  fortunes  could  not 
long  deliberate :  They  boldly  embraced  the  fide  of 
freedom,  and  refolved  to  grant  no  fupplies  to  their 
neceffitous  prince  without  extorting  conceflions  in 
favour  of  civil  liberty.     The  end,    they  efteemed 
beneficent  and  noble  :  The  means,  regular  and  con- 
ftitutional.     To  grant  or  refufe  fupplies  was  the  un- 
doubted privilege  of  the  commons.     And  as   all 
human  governments,  particularly  thofe  of  a  mixed 

frame, 
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frame,  are  in  continual  fiuduation,  it  was  as  natural  c  II^A  P. 
in  their  opinion,  and  allowable,  for  popular  affem-  ,_^_, 
blies  to  take  advantage  of  favourable  incidents,  in       i6j5. 
order  to  fecure  the  fubjeft ;  as  for  monarchs,  in  or- 
der to  extend  their  own  authority.    With  pleafure 
they  beheld  the   king  involved  in  a  foreign  war, 
which  rendered  him  every  day  more  dependent  on 
the  parliament ;    while  at  the  fame  time  the  fitua- 
tion  of  the  kingdom,  even  without  any  military  pre- 
parations, gave  it  fufficient  fecurity  againft  all  m- 
vafion  from  foreigners.     Perhaps  too,  it  had  partly 
proceeded  from  expectations  of  this  nature,  that  the 
popular  leaders  had  been  fo  urgent  for  a  rupture 
with  Spain ;  nor  is  it  credible,  that  religious  zeal 
could  fo  far  have  blinded  all  of  them  as  to  make 
them  difcover  in  fuch  a  meafure  any  appearance  or. 
neceflitv,  or  any  hopes  of  fuccefs. 

But',  however  natural  all  thefe  fentimems  might 
appear  to  the  country-party,  it  is  not  to  be  imagin- 
ed that  Charles  would  entertain  the  fame   ideas. 
Strongly  prejudiced  in  favour  of  the  duke,  whom 
he  had  heard  fo  highly  extolled  in  parliament,  he 
could  not  conjecture  the  caufe  of  fo  fudden  an  al- 
teration in  their  opinions.    And  when  the  war  which 
they  themfelves  had  fo  earneftly  folicited,  was  at  lall 
commenced,  the  immediate  defertion  of  their  fove- 
reign  could  not  but  feem  very  unaccountable.    Even 
though  no  farther  motive  had  been  fufpecled,  the 
refufal  of  fupply  in  fuch  circumftances  would  natu- 
rally to  him  appear  cruel  and  deceitful :    But  when 
he  perceived  that  this  meafure  proceeded  from  an 
intention  of  incroaching  on  his  authority,  he  failed 
not  to  regard  thefe  claims  as  highly  criminal  and 
traitorous.    Thole  lofty  ideas  of  monarchical  power 
which  were   very  commonly  adopted  during  that 
age,  and  to  which  the   ambiguous  nature  of  the 
Engliih  conititution  gave  fo  plaufible  an  appearance, 
were  firmlv  riveted  in  Charles  j   and,  however  mo- 
derate 
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chap,  derate  his  temper,  the  natural  and  unavoidable  pre-* 
Smm^^mmmf   poffeflions  of  felf-Iove,  joined  to  the  late  uniform 
x6zj.      precedents  in  favour  of  prerogative,  had  made  him 
regard  his  political  tenets  as  certain  and  uncontro- 
verted.     Taught  to  confider  even  the  ancient  laws 
and  conftitution  more  as  lines  to  direct  his  conduct, 
than  barriers  to  withfland  his  power  ;   a  confpiracy 
to  erect  new  ramparts  in  order  to  ftraiten  his  autho- 
rity appeared  but  one  degree  removed  from  open 
fedition  and  rebellion.      So  atrocious  in  his  eyes 
was  fuch  a  defign,  that  he  feems  even  unwilling  to 
nth  July,  impute  it  to  the  commons  :    And  though  he  was 
conftrained  to  adjourn  the  parliament  by  reafon  of 
the  plague,  which  at  that  time  raged  in  London  ; 
he  immediately  re-affembled  them  at  Oxford,  and 
made  a  new  attempt  to  gain  from  them  fome  fup- 
iftAuguft.  plies  m  fucn  an  urgent  neceflity. 
Parlia-  Charles  now  found  himfelf  obliged  to  depart 

Oxford  from  that  delicacy  which  he  had  formerly  main- 
tained. By  himfelf  or  his  minifters,  he  entered  into 
a  particular  detail  both  of  the  alliances  which  he 
had  formed,  and  of  the  military  operations  which 
he  had  projected  ".  He  told  the  parliament,  that 
bv  a  promife  of  fubfidies,  he  had  engaged  the  king 
of  Denmark  to  take  part  in  the  war  ;  that  this  mo- 
narch intended  to  enter  Germany  by  the  north,  and 
to  roufe  to  arms  thofe  princes  who  impatiently 
longed  for  an  opportunity  of  aflerting  the  liberty  of 
the  empire  ;  that  Mansfeldt  had  undertaken  to  pene- 
trate with  an  Englifh  army  into  the  Palatinate,  and 
bv  that  quarter  to  excite  the  members  of  the  evan- 
gelical union ;  that  the  States  muft  be  fupported 
in  the  unequal  warfare  which  they  maintained  with 
Spain ;  that  no  lefs  a  fum  than  700,000  pounds  a- 
year  had  been  found,  by  computation,  requifite  for 
all  thefe  purpofes  ;  that  the  maintenance  of  the  fleet, 

«  Dugdale,  p.  25,  26. 
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and  the  defence  of  Ireland,  demanded  an  annual  CHAP, 
expence  of  400,000  pounds  ;  that  he  himfelf  had  ,  '  ^ 
already  exhaufted  and  anticipated  in  the  public  fer-  ,645. 
vice  his  whole  revenue,  and  had  fcarcely  left  fuffi- 
cient  for  the  daily  fubfiftence  of  himfelf  and  his 
family  w  ;  that  on  his  acceffion-  to  the  crown,  he 
found  a  debt  of  above  300,000  pounds,  contracted 
by  his  father  in  fupport  of  the  palatine ;  and  that, 
while  prince  of  Wales,  he  had  himfelf  contracted 
debts,  notwithflanding  his  great  frugality,  to  the 
amount  of  70,000  pounds,  which  he  had  expended 
entirely  on  naval  and  military  armaments.  After 
mentioning  all  thefe  facts,  the  king  even  conde- 
fcended  to  ufe  entreaties,  fie  faid,  that  this  requefl 
was  the  firft  that  he  had  ever  made  them ;  that  he 
was  young  and  in  the  commencement  of  his  reign ; 
and  if  he  now  met  with  kind  and  dutiful  ufage,  it 
would  endear  to  him  the  ufe  of  parliaments,  and 
would  for  ever  preferye  an  entire  harmony  between 
him  and  his  people x. 

To  thefe  reafons  the  commons  remained  inexora- 
ble. Notwithflanding  that  the  king's  meafures,  on 
the  fuppofition  of  a  foreign  war,  which  they  had 
conflantly  demanded,  were  altogether  unexception- 
able, they  obftinately  refufed  any  farther  aid.  Some 
members  favourable  to  the  court  having  infilled  on 
an  addition  of  two  fifteenths  to  the  former  fup- 
ply,  even  this  pittance  was  refufed y;  though  it  was 
known  that  a  fleet  and  army  were  lying  at  Portf- 
mouth  in  great  want  of  pay  and  proviiions ;  and  that 
Buckingham  the  admiral,  and  the  treafurer  of  the 
navy,  had  advanced  on  their  own  credit  near  a  hun- 
dred thoufand  pounds  for  the  fea-fervice  z.  Befides 
all  their  other  motives,  the  houfe  of  commons  had 


w  Pari.  Hift. 'vol.  vi.  p.  396. 

*  Rufti.    vol.  i.   p.    i-j-j,   i78,  &c.    Pari.   Hift.  vol.   vi.   p.  399. 
Franklyn,  p.  io«,  109.     Journ.  10  Aug.  1615. 
r  Ru£h.  vol.i.  p.  190.  f  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  vi.  p.  390. 
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CHAP,  made  a  difcovery  which,  as  they  wanted  but  a  pre- 
L-        tence  for  their  refufal,  inflamed  them  againft  the 
1625.      court  and  againft  the  duke  of  Buckingham. 

When  James  deferted  the  Spanifh  alliance,  and 
courted  that  of  France,  he  had  promifed  to  furnifh 
Lewis,  who  was  entirely  deftitute  of  naval  force, 
with  one  fhip  of  war,  together  with  feven  armed 
veffels  hired  from  the  merchants.  Thefe  the  French 
court  had  pretended  they  would  employ  againft  the 
Genoefe,  who  being  firm  and  ufeful  allies  to  the 
Spanifh  monarchy,  were  naturally  regarded  with  an 
evil  eye  both  by  the  king  of  France  and  of  Eng- 
land. When  thefe  veffels  by  Charles's  orders  ar- 
rived at  Diepe,  there  arofe  a  ftrong  fufpicion  that 
they  were  to  ferve  againft  Rochelle.  The  failors 
were  inflamed.  That  race  of  men,  who  are  at  pre- 
fent  both  carelefs  and  ignorant  in  all  matters  of  re- 
ligion, were  at  that  time  only  ignorant.  They  drew 
np  a  remonftrance  to  Pennington,  their  commander; 
and  figning  ail  their  names  in  a  circle,  left  he  fhould 
difcover  the  ring-leaders,  they  laid  it  under  his 
prayer-book.  Pennington  declared,  that  he  would 
rather  be  hanged  in  England  for  difobedience,  than 
fight  againft  his  brother  proteftants  in  France.  The 
whole  fquadron  failed  immediately  to  the  Downs. 
There  they  received  new  orders  from  Buckingham, 
lord  admiral,  to  return  to  Diepe.  As  the  duke 
knew  that  authority  alone  would  not  fuffice,  he  em- 
ployed much  art  and  many  fubtilties  to  engage 
them  to  obedience;  and  a  rumour  which  was  fpread, 
that  peace  had  been  concluded  between  the- French 
king  and  the  hugonots,  affifted  him  in  his  purpofe. 
When  they  arrived  at  Diepe  they  found  that  they 
had  been  deceived.  Sir  Ferdinando  Gorges,  who 
commanded  one  of  the  veffels,  broke  through  and 
returned  to  England.  All  the  officers  and  failors  .of 
all  the  other  fhips,  notwithftanding  great  offers  made 
them  by  the  French,  immediatelv  deferted.  One 
gunner  alone  preferred  duty  towards  his  king  to  the 
1 8  caufe 
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caute  of  religion;  and  he  was  afterwards  killed  in  c  H  A  P. 
charging  a   cannon  before   Rochelle'.     The  care  l       " 
which  hiftorians  have  taken  to  record  this  frivolous      16; 
event,  proves  with  what  pleafure  the  news  was  re- 
ceived by  the  nation. 

The  ho ufe  of  commons,  when  informed  of  thefe 
tranfaclions,  mowed  the  fame  attachment  with  the 
failors  for  the  proteftant  religion  ;  nor  was  their  zeal 
much  better  guided  by  reafon  and  found  policy.  It 
was  not  confidered,  that  it  was  highly  probable  the 
king  and  the  duke  themfelves  had  here  been  de- 
ceived by  the  artifices  of  France,  nor  had  they  any 
hoflile  intention  againft.  the  hugonots  ;  that  were  it 
otherwife,  yet  might  their  meaiures  be  jufcined  by 
the  moil  obvious  and  moit  received  maxims  of 
civil  policy  ;  that  if  the  force  of  Spain  were  really 
fo  exorbitant  as  the  commons  imagined,  the 
French  monarch  was  the  only  prince  that  could 
oppofe  its  progrefs,  and  preferve  the  balance  of 
Europe ;  that  his  power  was  at  prefent  fettered  by 
the  hugonots,  who,  being  poffeifed  of  many  privi- 
leges and  even  of  fortified  towns,  formed  an  empire 
within  his  empire,  and  kept  him  in  perpetual  jea- 
loufy  and  inquietude  ;  that  an  infurrection  had  been 
at  that  time  wantonly  and  voluntarily  formed  by 
their  leaders,  who,  being  difgufted  in  fome  court 
intrigue,  took  advantage  of  the  ne^er-failing  pre- 
tence of  religion,  in  order  to  cover  their  rebellion  ; 
that  the  Dutch,  influenced  by  thefe  views,  had  or- 
dered a  fquadron  of  twenty  mips  tc  join  the  French 
fleet,  employed  againft  the  inhabitants  of  Rochelle h; 
that  the  Spanim  monarch,  fenfible  of  the  fame  con- 
fequences,  fecretly  fupported  the  protectants  in 
France ;  and  that  all  princes  had  ever  facrificed  to 
rcaibns  of  ftate  the  interefts  of  their  religion  in  fb- 
rei/n  countries.     All  thefe  obvious  considerations 

a  FranUyn,  p.  109.   Rufc.  vol.  i.  p.  z7j9  ij6,  Sec.  3*5,  -:6,  &c, 
b  Jobtra.   iS  ApSil  16 jt£. 

Vol,  VI.  ?       .  had 
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CHAP,  had  no  influence.  Great  murmurs  and  difcontents 
^J^j  ftill  prevailed  in  parliament.  The  hugonots,  though 
1625.  they  had  no  ground  of  complaint  againfl  the  French- 
court,  were  thought  to  be  as  much  intitled  to  aflift- 
ance  from  England,  as  if  they  had  taken  arms  in 
defence  of  their  liberties  and  religion  againfl  the 
perfecuting  rage  of  the  catholics.  And  it  plainly 
appears  from  this  incident,  as  well  as  from  many 
others,  that  of  all  European  nations,  the  Britifh 
were  at  that  time,  and  till  long  after,  the  moll 
under  the  influence  of  that  religious  fpirit  which 
tends  rather  to  inflame  bigotry  than  increafe  peace 
and  mutual  charity. 

On  this  occafion,  the  commons  renewed  their 
eternal  complaints  againfl  the  growth  of  popery, 
which  was  ever  the  chief  of  their  grievances,  and 
now  their  only  one  c.  They  demanded  a  ftricl  exe- 
cution of  the  penal  laws  agaiull  the  catholics,  and 
remonftrated  againfl  fome  late  pardons  granted  to 
prieils d.  They  attacked  Montague,  one  of  the 
king's  chaplains,  on  account  of  a  moderate  book 
which  he  had  lately  publifhed,  and  which,  to  their 
great  difguft,  favcd  virtuous  catholics,  as  well  as 
other  Chriflians,  from  eternal  torments  c.  Ch< 
gave  them  a  gracious  and  a  compliant  anfwef  to  all 
their  remonflrances.  lie  was  however,  in  his 
heart,  extremely  averfe  to  thefe  furious  meafures. 
Though  a  determined  proteilant  by  principle 
well  as  inclination,  he  had  entertained  no 
horror  againfl  popery;  and  a  little  humanity,  he 
thought,  was  due  by  the  nation  to  the  religion  of 
their  anceflcrs.  That  degree  of  liberty  which  is 
now  indulged  to  catholics,  though  a  party  much 
more  obnoxious  than  durin'--  the  reien  of  the  Stun 

o  o 

it  fuited  neither  with  Charles's  fentiments,  nor  the 
humour  of  the  age,  to  allow  them.    An  abatement 

c  Fiunklvn,  p.  3,  &c. 

<'  Pari.  Hift.  vol!. vi.  .'574.    Jpurn.  1  Aug.  1645. 

e  Pari.  Hilt,  vol.-i.  p.  353.    Juurri.   7  Jufy  iofj. 
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of  the  more  rigorous  laws  was  all  he  intended  ;  and  CHAP. 

his  engagements  with  France,  notwithstanding  that  ^^ -*  ^ 

their  regular  execution  had  never  been  promiied  or      1625. 
expected,  required  of  him  fome  indulgence.     But 
fo   unfortunate  was   this   prince,  that   no   meafure 
embraced  during  his  whole  reign  was  ever  attended 
with  more  unhappy  and  more  fatal  confequences. 

The  extreme  rage  againfl  popery  was  a  fure  cha* 
racteriftic  of  puritanifm.  The  houfe  of  commons 
difcovered  other  infallible  fymptoms  of  the  preva- 
lence of  that  party,  They  petitioned  the  king  for 
replacing  fuch  able  clergy  as  had  been  filenced  for 
want  of  conformity  to  the  ceremonies  f.  They  alfo 
enacted  laws  for  the  flrict  obfervance  of  Sunday, 
which  the  Puritans  affected  to  call  the  Sabbath,  and 
which  they  fanclified  by  the  mod  melancholy  indo- 
lence5. It  is  to  be  remarked,  that  the  different 
appellations  of  this  feftival  were  at  that  time  known 
fymbols  of  the  different  parties. 

The  king  finding  that  the  parliament  was  re- 
folved  to  grant  him  no  fupply,  and  would  furnifh 
him  with  nothing  but  empty  protections  of  duty  h, 
or  difagreeable  complaints  of  grievances  ;  took  ad- 
vantage of  the  plague  ',  which  began  to  appear  at 
Oxford,  and  on  that  pretence  immediately  diffolved 
them.  By  fmifhing  the  feflion  with  a  diffolution, 
inftead  of  a  prorogation,  he  fufficiently  expreffed 
his  difpleafure  at  their  conduct. 

To  fupply  the  want  of  parliamentary  aids,  Charles  Auguft  n, 
iffued  privy-feals  for  borrowing  money  from  his 

f  Rufh.  vol.  i.  p.  281.  G  1  Car.  I.  cap.  1.    Journ. 

i\  June  1625.  h  Franklyn,  p.  113.     Ruihworth,  voL.i. 

p.  190. 

1  The  plague  was  really  fo  violent,  that  it  had  been  moved  in  the 
houfe  at  the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  tc  petition  the  king  to  adjourn 
them.  Journ.  21  June  1625.  So  it  was  impofiible  to  enter  upon 
grievances,  even  if  there  had  been  an^ .  The  only  bufinefs  of  the 
parliament  was  to  give  fupply,  which  vras  i'o  rruch  wanted  by  the 
king,  in  order  to  carry  en  the  war  in  ;\  [itch  they  had  engaged  him. 

P  2  •     "fubiecls. 
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CHAT,  fubjects k.-     The    advantage  reaped   by    this    expe- 

L'     ,  dient   was   a   fmall    compenfation    for    the.  difguff. 

1625.      which  it  occafioned :  By  means,  however,  of  that 

fupply,  and  by   other   expedients,  he  was,  though 

Oftoben.  ^^  difficulty,  enabled  to  equip  his  fleet.  It  con- 
fined of  eighty  vefTels  great  and  fmall ;  and  carried 
on  board  an  army  of  10,000  men.  Sir  Edward 
Cecil,  lately  created  vifcount  Wimbleton,  was  in- 

ped!fionX"  trufted  with  the  command.     He  failed  immediately 

againft       for  Cadiz,  and  found  the  bay  full  of  Spanifh  fhips 

Spam.  0£  great  yofoxe.  He  either  neglected  to  attack  thefe 
mips,  or  attempted  it  prepolteroufly.  The  army 
was  landed  and  a  fort  taken :  But  the  undifciplined 
fokliers,  finding  (lore  of  wine,  could  not  be  re- 
trained from  the  utmofl  excefles.  Farther  flay 
appearing  fruitlefs,  they  were  reimbarked ;  and  the 
fleet  put  to  fea  with  an  intention  of  intercepting  the 
Spanifh  galleons.    But  the  plague  having  feized  the 

Novemb.  feamen  and  fokliers,  they  were  obliged' to  abandon 
all  >  hopes  of  this  prize,  and  return  to  England. 
Loud  complaints  were  made  againft  the  court  for 
intruding  lb  important  a  command  to  a  man  like 
Cecil,  whom,  though  he  pofTefled  great  experience, 
the  people,  judging  by  the  event,  efteemed  of  flen- 
der  capacity  !. 
16:6.  Charles,  having  failed  of  fo  rich  a  prize,  was 

obliged  again  to  have  recourfe  to  a  parliament. 
Though  the  ill  fuccefs  of  his  enterprifes  diminifhed 
his  authority,  and  fliowed  every  day  more  plainly 
rjiti  imprudence  of  the  Spanifh  war  ;  though  the  in- 
creafe  of  his  neceflities  rendered  him  more  depend- 
ent, and  more  expeied  to  the  encroachments  of  the 
commons ;  he  was  refolved  to  try  once  more  that 
regular  and  conltitutional  expedient  for  fupply. 
'       Perhaps   too,    a  littl  i  political  art,  which  at   that 

mcuL."  l*nie  *le  PW0fcfed»  w.s  much  trulted  to.  He  had 
named  four  popular  leaders,  iherirfs  of  counties ; 

fe.  Ru'iii.  vol.  i.   p.  u  ,.    Par!.   I li ft .  vol.  \i.   p.  407. 

l  Franklyu,  p.  uj,    liumwerth,  vol.  i,  p.  196- 
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fir  Edward  Coke,  fir  Robert  Philips,  fir  Thomas 
Wentworth,  and  fir  Francis  Seymour  ;  and,  though 
the  queition  had  been  formerly  much  conteftcd  r",  'u"l6l7T 
he  thought  that  he  had  by  that  means  incapacitated 
them  from  being  elected  members-  But  his  inten- 
tion being  fo  evident,  rather  put  the  commons 
more  upon  their  guard.  Know  of  patriots  (till  re- 
mained to  keep  up  the  ill  humour  of  the  houfe;  and 
men  needed  .but  little  inftruclion  or  rhetoric  to  re- 
commend to  them  practices  which  increafed  their 
own  importance  and  consideration.  The  weaknefs 
of  the  court  alfo  could  not  more  evidently  appear 
than  by  its  being  reduced  to  ufe  fo  ineffectual  an 
expedient,  in  order  to  obtain  an  influence  over  the 
commons. 

The  views,  therefore,  of  the  lafl  parliament  were  Ivb.  6. 
immediately  adopted  ;  as  if  the  fame  men  had  been 
every  where  elected,  and  no  time  had  intervened 
fmce  their  meeting.  When  the  king  laid  before  the 
houfe  his  necefiities,  and  afked  for  fupply,  they 
immediately  voted  him  three  fubfidies  and  three 
fifteenths  ;  and  though  they  afterwards  added  one 
fubfidy  more,  the  fum  was  little  proportioned  to  the 
greatnefs  of  the  occafion,  and  ill  fitted  to  promote 
thofe  views  of  fuccefs  and  glory  for  which  the 
young  prince  in  his  firft  enterprife  fo  ardently  long- 
ed. But  this  circumftanee  was  not  the  moft  dif- 
agreeable  one.  The  fupply  was  only  voted  by  the 
commons.  The  pafling  of  that  vote  into  a  law  was 
referVed  till  the  end  of  the  fefnon  n.  A  condition 
was  thereby  made,  in  a  very  undifg.uifed  manner, 
with  their  fovereign.  Under  colour  of  redreffing 
grievances,  which  during  this  fhort  reign  could  not 
be  very  numerous,  they  were  to  proceed  in  regulat- 

m  It  is  always  an  exprefs  claufe  in  the  writ  of  fummons,  that  no 
Iheriffihall  be  chofen  ;  but  the  contrary  practice  had  often  prevailed. 
iD'Ewes,  p.  38.  Yet  dill  great  doubts  were  entertained  on  this  head. 
See  Journ.  <?  April  16 14.  a  Jotinu  27  Mareh  163-6. 
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CHAP,  ing  and  controlling  every  part  of  government  which 
■    J~"j  difpleafed  them :  And  if  the  king  either  cut  them 
i6i6.      ftort  in  this   undertaking,    or  refufed   compliance 
with  their  demand:;,  he  muff  not  expect  any  fupply 
from   the  commons.     Great  diila  in;!  action  was  ex- 
prefled  by  Charles  at  a  treatment  which  he  deemed 
fo  harfh  and  undutiful  '.     But  his  urgent  neceffities 
obliged  him  to  fubmit ;    and  he  waited  with  pati- 
ence, obferving  to  what  fide  they  would  turn  them- 
felves. 
Impeach-        The  duke  of  Buckingham,  formerly  obnoxious 
Bucking-    t0  t-le  public,  became  every  day  more  unpopular, 
ham.  by  the  fymptoms  which  appeared  both  of  his  want  of 

temper  and  prudence,  and  of  the  uncontrolled  afcendr 
ant  which  he  had  acquired  over  his  mailer  p.  Two 
violent  attacks  he  was  obliged  this  feflion  to  fuflain; 
one  from  the  earl  of  Briflol,  another  from  the  houfe 
of  commons. 

As  long  as  James  lived,  Briflol,  fecure  of  the 
concealed  favour  of  that  monarch,  had  exprefled  a}l 
duty  and  obedience ;  in  expectation  that  an  oppor- 
tunity would  offer  of  re-inflating  himfelf  in  his 
former  credit  and  authority.  Even  after  Charles's 
acceffion,  he  defpaired  not.  He  fubmitted  to  the 
king's  commands  of  remaining  at  his  country-feat, 
and  of  abfenting  himfelf  from  parliament.  Many 
trials  he  made  to  regain  the  good  opinion  of  his 
mafler  ;  but  finding  them  all  fruitlefs,  and  obferv- 
ing Charles  to  be  entirely  governed  by  Bucking- 
ham, his  implacable  enemy,  he  refolved  no  longer 
to  keep  any  meafures  with  the  court.  A  new  fpirit, 
he  faw,  and  a  new  power,  arifmg  in  the  nation j  and 

P  Parliamentary  Hhtory,  vol,  vi.  p.  449.  Rufhworth,  vol.  \. 
p.  224. 

J>  His  credit  with  the  king  had  given  liiin  luch  influence,  that  he 
had  no  lefs  than  twenty  proxies  granted  him  this  parliament  by  fo 
many  peers  ;  which  occafioned  a  vote,  that  no  peer  fhoukl  hai  e 
above  two  proxies.  The  earl  of  Leiccfter  in  1585  had  once  Un 
proxies.    D'Dwes,  p.  314. 

to 
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to  thefe  he  was  determined  for  the  future  to  truft  for  c  H  A  P, 
his  fecurity  and  protection.  -.-*--./ 

When  the  parliament  was  fummoned,   Charles,      1626.. 
by  a  ftretch  of  prerogative,  had  given  orders  that 
no  writ,  as  is  cuftomary,  fhould  be  fent  to  Brift ol  <*. 
That  nobleman  applied  to  the  houfe  of  lords  by  pe- 
tition ;   and  craved  their  good  offices  with  the  king 
for  obtaining  what  was   his   due  as  a  peer  of  the 
realm.     His  writ  was  fent   him,  but  accompanied 
with  a  letter  from  the  lord  keeper,  Coventry,  com- 
manding him  in  the  king's  name  to  abfent  himfelf 
from  parliament.     This   letter  Briftol   conveyed  to 
the  lords,  and  aiked  advice  how  to  proceed  in  fo 
delicate  a  fituation  r.     The  king's   prohibition  was 
withdrawn,  and  Briftol  took  his  feat.     Provoked  at 
thefe  repeated  inftances  of  vigour,  which  the  court 
denominated  contumacy,  Charles  ordered  his  attor- 
ney-general to  enter  an  accufation  of  high  treafon 
againft  him.     By  way  of  recrimination,  Briftol  ac- 
cufed  Buckingham  of  high  treafon.     Both  the  earl's 
defence  of  himfelf  and   accufation  of  the  duke  re- 
main 8 ;  and,  together  with  fome  original  letters  ftill 
extant,  contain  the  fulled  and   moil   authentic  ac- 
count of   all  the  negotiations  with  the  houfe  of 
Auftria.     From   the  whole,  the  great  imprudence 
of  the  duke  evidently  appears,  and  the  fway  of  his 
ungovernable  paffions  ;  but  it  would  be  difficult  to 
colled:   thence  any  action  which  in  the  eye  of  the 
h\v  could  be  deemed  a  crime ;    much  lefs    could 
kibjecl:  him  to  the  penalty  of  treafon. 

The  impeachment  of  the  commons  was  ftill  lefs 
dangerous  to  the  duke,  were  it  eftimated  by  the 
ftandard  of  law  and  equity.  The  houfe,  after  hav- 
ing votedr  upon  fome  queries  of  Dr.  Turner's,  that 
(.cr.nnon  fame  zvas  a  fuipcient  ground  of  accufation  'by 
■ 

9  Rufh worth,  vol.  i.  p.  236.  ■ 

•  Ibid.   vol.  i.  p.  237.     Franklyn,  p.  120,  &c. 

I  Rufhwortn,  vol.  1.  p.  256,  262,  263,  &c,   Franklyn,  p.  isj,&c. 
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the  commons r,  proceeded  to  frame  regular  articles 
agalnfl  Buckingham.  They  accufed  him  of  having 
united  many  ofiices  in  his  perfon  ;  of  having  bought 
two  of  them ;  of  neglecting  to  guard  the  leas,  in- 
fomuch  that  many  merchant-fhips  had  fallen  into 
the  hands  of  the  enemy  ;  of  delivering  mips  to  the 
French  king  in  order  to  ferve  againfl  the  hugonots  ; 
of  being  employed  in  the  fale  of  honours  and  of- 
fices ;  of  accepting  extenfive  grants  from  the  crown  ; 
of  procuring  many  titles  of  honour  for  his  kindred  ; 
and  of  adminiltering  phytic  to  the  late  king  without 
acquainting  his  phyficians.  All  thefe  articles  ap- 
pear, from  comparing  the  accufation  and  reply,  to 
be  either  frivolous,  or  falfe,  or  both 3.  The  only 
charge  which  could  be  regarded  as  important  was, 
that  he  had  extorted  a  fum  of  ten  thoufand  pounds 
from  the  Earl-India  company,  and  that  he  had  con* 
fifcated  feme  goods  belonging  to  French  merchants, 
on  pretence  of  their  being  the  property  of  Spanifh, 
The  impeachment  never  came  to  a  full  determina- 
tion;  fo  that  it  is  difficult  for  us  to^give  a  decifive 
opinion  with  regard  to  thefe  articles :  But  it  mud 
be  confefled,  that  the  duke's  anfwer  in  thefe  parti- 
culars, as  in  ail  the  reft,  is  fo  clear  and  fatisfa£tory, 
that  it  is  impoiTible  to  refufe  our  afient  to  it  \  His 
faults  and  blemifhes  were  in  many  refpects  very 
great ;  but  rapacity  and  avarice  were  vices  with 
which  he  was  entirely  unacquainted. 

It  is  remarkable  that  the  commons,  though  fo 
much  at  a  lofs  to  find  articles  of  charge  againfl 
Buckingham,  never  adopted  Briftol's  accufation,  or 
impeached  the  duke  for  his  conduct  in  the  Spanifh 
treaty,  the  molt  blameable  circumftance  in  his 
whole  life.  He  had  reafon  to  believe  the  Spaniards 
fincere  in  their  profeffions ;  yet,  in  order  to  gratify 

f  Rufhworth,   vol.i    p   217.    Whitloche,  p.  5. 

*  Rufhworth, vol.i.  p.  306,  &c.  37i;  Sco.  Journ.  25  March  1626. 

1  Whitiocke,  p.  7. 
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his  private  pamcns,  he  had  hurried  his  matter  and  CHAP, 
his  country  into  a  war  pernicious  to  the  interefts  of  ^^'^ 
both.     But  fo  riveted  throughout  the  nation  were      i6;6. 
the  prejudices  with  regard  to   Spanifh  deceit  and 
falfehood,  that  very  few  of  the  commons  feem  as 
vet  to  have  been  convinced  that  they  had  been  fe- 
duced  bv  Buckingham's  narrative  :  A  certain  proof 
that  a  difcovery  of  this  nature  was  not,  as  is  ima- 
gined by  feveral  hiftorians,  the  caufe  of  fo   fudden 
and  furprifmg  a  variation  in  the  meafures  of  the 
parliament u. 

V\thile  the  commons  were  thus  warmlv  engaged 
againfl  Buckingham,  the  king  feemed  defirous  of 
embracing  every  opportunity  by  which  he  could  ex- 
prefs  a  contempt  and  difregard  for  them.  No  one 
was  at  that  time  fufnciently  fenfible  of  the  great 
weight  which  the  commons  bore  in  the  balance  of 
the  conftitution.  The  hiftory  of  England  had 
never  hitherto  afforded  one  inftance  where  anv  great 
movement  or  revolution  had  proceeded  from  the 
lower  houfe.  And  as  their  rank,  both  confidered 
in  a  body  and  as  individuals,  was  but  the  fecond  in 
the  kingdom  ;  nothing  lefs  than  fatal  experience 
could  engage  the  Englifh  princes  to  pay  a  due  re- 
gard to  the  inclinations  of  that  formidable  affembly. 

The  earl  of  Suffolk,  chancellor  of  the  univerfity 
of  Cambridge,  dying  about  this  time,  Buckingham, 
though  lying  under  impeachment,  was  yet,  by 
means  of  court-intereft,  chofen  in  his  place.  The 
commons  refented  and  loudly  complained  of  this 
aftront ;  and  the  more  to  enrage  them,  the  king 
himfelf  wrote  a  letter  to  the  univerfity,  extolling  the 
duke,  and  giving  them  thanks  for  his  election  w. 

The  lord  keeper,  in  the  king's  name,  exprefsly 
commanded  the  houfe  not  to  meddle  with  his  mi- 
nifter  and  fervant,  Buckingham  5  and  ordered  them 

u  See  note  [T]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
w  Rulhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  371. 
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c  H  A  P.  to  finim,  in  a  few  days,  the  bill  which  they  had  be- 
L;_  t  gun  for  the  fubfidies,  and  to  make  fome  addition 
i6i6.  *°  them  ;  otherwife  they  mufh  not  expect  to  lit  any 
longer  x.  And  though  thefe  harih  commands  werto 
endeavoured  to  be  explained  and  mollified,  a  few 
days  after^  by  a  fpeech  of  Buckingham's.  v,  they 
failed  not  to  leave  a  difagreeable  imprenicn  behind 
them. 

Besides  a  more  {lately  ftyle,  which  Charles  in 
general  affected  to  this  parliament  than  to  the  lafT, 
he  went  fo  far  in  a  meffage,  as  to  threaten  the 
commons,  that  if  they  did  not  furnifh  him  with 
iupplies,  he  mould  be  obliged  to  try  new  cowifeh. 
This  language  was  iufficientiy  clear :  Yet,  left  any 
ambiguity  mould  remain,  iir  Dudley  Carleton,  \ ice- 
chamberlain,  took  care  to  explain  it.  "  I  pray  you 
"  confider,"  faid  he,  "  what  thefe  new  counfels 
l''  are  or  may  be.  I  fear  to  declare  thofe  that  I 
M  conceive*  In  all  Chriitian  kingdoms,  you  know 
"  that  parliaments  were  in  ufe  antiently,  by  which 
4C  thofe  kingdoms  were  governed  in  a  molt  jQou- 
"  riming  manner  ^  until  the  monarchs  began  to 
<c  know  their  own  Itrength,  and  feeing  the  turbu- 
"  lent  fpirit  of  their  parliaments,  at  length  they  by 
"  little  and  little  began  to  (land  on  their  preroga- 
66 -rives,  and  at  laft  overthrew  the  parliaments, 
"  throughout  Chriflendom,  except  here  only  with 

*'  us. Let  us  be  careful   then  to   preferve   the 

"  king's  good  opinion  of  parliaments,  which  bring- 
"  eth  fuch  happinefs  to  this  nation,  and  makes  q$ 
"  envied  of  all  others,  while  there  is  this  fweetnefs 
"  between  his  majefty  and  the  commons ;  left  we 
"  lofe  the  repute  of  a  free  people  by  our  turbulency 
"  in  parliament z."  Thefe  imprudent  fuggeftions 
rather  gave  warning  than  ftruck  terror.     A  preca/- 

x  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  vi.  p.  444. 

v  Id.  ibid.  p.  451.   Rufinvorth,  vol.i.  p.  225.  Franklyi),  p.  118. 

*  Rufh worth,  vol.  i.  p.  359.  Whitlcckc,  p.  d,. 
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1*0 us  liberty,  the  commons  thought,  which  was  to 
be  preferved  by  unlimited  complaifance,  was  no 
liberty  at  all.  And  it  was  neceflary,  while  yet  in  "^^T 
their  power,  to  fecure  the  conftitution  by  fuch  in- 
vincible barriers,  that  no  king  or  minifter  mould 
ever,  for  the  future,  dare  to  fpeak  fuch  a  language 
to  any  parliament,  or  even  entertain  fuch  a  project 

againft  them. 
o 

Two  members  of  the  houfe,  fir  Dudley  Digges 
and  fir  John  Elliott,  who  had  been  employed  as 
managers  of  the  impeachment  againfl  the  duke,  were 
thrown  into  prifona.  The  commons  immediately 
declared,  that  they  would  proceed  no  farther  upon 
bufinefs,  till  they  had  fatisfaclion  in  their  privileges. 
Charles  alleged,  as  the  reafon  of  this  meafure,  cer- 
tain feditious  expreffions,  which,  he  faid,  had,  in 
their  accufation  of  the  duke,  dropped  from  thefe 
members.  Upon  inquiry  it  appeared  that  no  fuch 
expreilicns  had  been  ufed b.  The  members1  were 
releafed,  and  the  king  reaped  no  other  benefit  from 
this  attempt  than  to  exafperate  the  houfe  ftill  far- 
ther, and  to  fhow  fome  degree  of  precipitancy  and 
indifcretion. 

Moved  by  this  example,  the  houfe  of  peers  were 
roufed  from  their  inactivity ;  and  claimed  liberty 
for  the  earl  of  Arundel,  who  had  been  lately  con- 
fined in  the  Tower.  After  many  fruitlefs  evafions, 
the  king,  though  fomewhat  ungracefully,  was  at 
laft  obliged  to  comply c.  And  in  this  incident  it 
iufficiently  appeared,  that  the  lords,  how  little  fo 
ever  inclined  to  popular  courfes,  were  not  wanting 
in  a  juft  fenfe  of  their  own  dignity. 

The  ill  humour  of  the  commons,  thus  wantonly 
irritated  by  the  court,  and  finding  no  gratification 
in  the  legal  impeachment  of  Buckingham,  fought 
other  obi  eel  s  on  which  it  might  exert  itfelf.     The 

a  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  356. 

'>  Id.  ibid.  p.  358.  361.    Franklyn,-p.  180. 

c  Rullivvorth,  vol.  i.  p.  363,  364,  &c.    Franklyn,  p.  181. 
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C  HA  P.  nevcr-failing  cry  of  popery  here  ferved  them  in, 
u  itead       ihey    again   claimed  the  execution  of  the 
penal  laws  agamil  catholics  ;  and  they  prefented  to 
the  king  a  hft  of  perfons  entrufted  with  offices,  moil 
o^them  mflgmhcant,  who  were  either  convicted  or 
•ttfpeaed  recuiants  '.     in  this  particular,  they  had 
perhaps,  foine  realon  to  blame  the  Ring's  conduct 
He  had  promifed  to  the  lafl  houfe  Discommons  a 
redreis  ol  this  religious  grievance:  But  he  was  apt 
m  imitation  cf  his  father,  to  imagine  that  the  pa- 
hament,  when  they  failed  of  fupplying   his  necef- 
fities;  had     on  their  part,  freed  him  from  the  ob- 
igation  of  a    ftrict  performance.     A  new  odium, 
ikewile,  by  thele  reprefentations,  was  attempted  to 
be  thrown  upon  Buckingham.     His  mother,  who 
had  great  influence  over  him,  was   a  profelled  ca- 
■thoiic;   his  wire  was  not  fVee  frbtit  ilifpicion :  And 
the  maulgcnce  given  to  catholics  was  of  courfe  fup- 
-poied  to  proceed  entirely  from  his  credit  and  autho- 
rity.    So  violent  Wii  the  bigotry  of  the  times,  that 
it  was  tnought  a  fufficient  reafon  for  difqualifyimr 
any  one  from  holding  an  office,  that  his  wife,  or 
relations,  or  companions,  were  papifts,-  though  he 
himfelf  was  a  conformift  e. 

It  k  remarkable,  that  perfecution  was  here  chiefly 
puihed  on  by  laymen  ;  and  that  the  church  was 
willing  to  have  granted  more  liberty  than  would  be 
allowed  by  the  commons.  The  reconciling  doc- 
trines hkewife  of  Montague  failed  not  anew  to  meet 
with  fevere  cenfures  from  that  zealous  afTemblyf 

The  next  attack  made  by  the  commons,  had  it 
prevailed,  would  have  proved  decifive.  They  were 
preparing  a  remonflrance  againit  the  lewin?  of 
tonnage  and  poundage  without  confent  of  parlia- 
ment. Tins  article,  together  with  the  new  impo- 
sitions-laid  on  merchandife  by  James,  coitfituted 


J  FranUyn,  p.  ,95.     RufhWOrth. 

c  See  the  lift  in  FraisHyn  and  II- :  ft  worth. 
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near  half  of  the  crown-revenues ;  and  by  depriving 
the  king  of  thefe  refources,  they  would  have  re- 
duced him  to  total  fubjection  and  dependence.  iCzC. 
While  they  retained  fuch  a  pledge,  befides  the  fup- 
ply  already  promifed,  they  were  fure  that  nothing 
could  be  refufed  them.  Though  after  canvamng 
the  matter  near  three  months,  they  found  them- 
felves  utterly  incapable  of  fixing  any  legal  crime 
upon  the  duke,  they  regarded  him  as  an  unable  and 
perhaps  a  dangerous  minifler  ;  and  they  intended  to 
prefent  a  petition,  which  would  then  have  been 
equivalent  to  a  command,  for  removing  him  from 
his  majefly's  perfon  and  councils  K. 

The  king  was  alarmed  at  the  yoke  which  he  faw 
prepared  for  him.  Buckingham's  fole  guilt,  he 
thought,  was  the  being  his  friend  and  favourite  h. 
All  the  other  complaints  againfl  him  were  mere 
pretences.  A  little  before,  he  was  the  idol  of  the 
people.  No  new  crime  had  fince  been  difcovered. 
After  the  mod:  diligent  inquiry,  prompted  by  the 
greateft  malice,  the  fmalleft  appearance  of  guilt 
could  not  be  fixed  upon  him.  What  idea,  he  alked, 
muft  all  mankind  entertain  of  his  honour,  mould 
he  facrifice  his  innocent  friend  to  pecuniary  confi- 
derations  ?  What  farther  authority  mould  he  retain 
in  the  nation,  were  he  capable,  in  the  beginning  of 
his  reign,  to  give,  in  fo  fignal  an  inflance,  fuch 
matter  of  triumph  to  his  enemies,  and  difcourage- 
ment  to  his  adherents  ?  To-day  the  commons 
pretend  to  wreft  his  minifler  from  him.  To-morrow 
they  will  attack  fome  branch  of  his  prerogative. 
By  tKeir  remonftrances,  and  promifes,  and  protefta- 
tions,  they  had  engaged  the  crown  in  a  war.  As 
noon  as  they  faw  a  retreat  impofiible,  without  wait- 
ing for  new  incidents,  without  covering  themfelves 
with  new  pretences,  they  immediately  deferted  him, 
and  refufed  him  all  reafonable  fupply.     It  was  evi- 

*  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  400.     Fninklyn,  p.  199, 
h  FrankJyn,  p. 178. 
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CHAP,  dent,  that  they  defired  nothing  fo  much  as  to  fee 
*"•  him  plunged  in  inextricable  difficulties,  of  which' 
,6,(5.  they  intended  to  take  advantage.  To  fuch  deep 
perfidy,  to  fuch  unbounded  ufurpations,  it  was  ne- 
ceflary  to  oppofe  a  proper  firmneis  and  refolution. 
All  encroachments  on  fupreme  power  could  only  be 
refilled  fuccefsfully  on  the  firit  attempt.  The  fo- 
vereign  authority  was,  with  fome  difficulty,  reduced 
from  its  ancient  and  legal  height ;  but  when  once 
pufhed  downwards,  it  loon  became  contemptible, 
and  would  eafily,  by  the  continuance  of  the  fame 
effort,  now  encouraged  by  fuccefs,  be  carried  to  the 
lowed  extremity. 

Prompted  by  thefe  plaufible  motives,  Charles 
was  determined  immediately  to  diffolve  the  parlia- 
ment. When  this  refolution  was  known,  the  houfe 
of  peers,  whofe  compliant  behaviour  intitled  them 
to  fome  authority  with  him,  endeavoured  to  inter- 
pofe ' ;  and  they  petitioned  him,  that  he  would  al- 
low the  parliament  to  fit  fome  time  longer.  Not  a 
moment  longer,  cried  the  king  haftily k  \  and  he  foon 
after  ended  the  feffion  by  a  diffolution. 

As  this  meafure  was  forefeen,  the  commons  took 
care  to  finifh  and  difperfe  their  remonftrance,  which 
they  intended  as  a  j unification  of  their  conduct  to  the 

35th  June,  people.  The  king,  likewife,  on  his  part,  publifhed  a 
declaration,  in  which  he  gave  the  reafons  of  his  difa- 
greement  with  the  parliament,  and  of  their  fudden 
diffolution,  before  they  had  time  to  conclude  any  one 
act '.  Thefe  papers  furnifhed  the  partifans  on  both 
fides  with  ample  matter  of  apology  or  of  recrimina- 
tion. But  all  impartial  men  judged  "  That  the 
"  commons,  though  they  had  not  as  yet  violated 
"  any  law,  yet,  by  their  unpliaHenefs  and  independ- 
"  ence,  were  infenfibly  changing,  perhaps  improv- 
"  ing,  the  fpirit  and  genius,  while  they  preferved 

»  Rutliworth,  vol.  i.  p.  .398. 

k   Sanderfon's  Life  of  Charles  I.  p.  58. 

1  Franklyn,  p.  203,  Cvc.    Pari.  Hilt.  vol.  vii;  p.  30c. 
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u  the  forms  of  the  conftitution  :  And  that  the  king 

"  was  acting  altogether  \\  ithout  any  plan  ;  running 

"  on  in  a  road  furrounded  en  all   fides  with  the  "~  i6ziT 

"  moil  dangerous    precipices,    and    concerting  no 

"  proper  meafures,  either  for  fubmitting  to  the  ob- 

"  ftinacy  of  the  commons,  or  for  fubduing  it,*' 

After  a  breach  with  the  parliament,  which 
feemed  fo  difficult  to  repair,  the  only  rational  coan- 
fel  which  Charles  could  purfue,  was,  immediately  to 
conclude  a  peace  with  Spain,  and  to  render  himfeif, 
as  far  as  poffible,  independent  of  his  people,  who 
difcovered  fo  little  inclination  to  fupport  him,  or 
rather  who  feem  to  have  formed  a  determined  refo- 
lution  to  abridge  his  authority.  Nothing  cduld  be 
more  eafy  in  the  execution  than  this  meafure,  nor 
more  agreeable  to  his  own  and  to  national  interest. 
But,  befides  the  treaties  and  engagements  which  he 
had  entered  into  with  Holland  and  Denmark,  the 
king's  thoughts  were  at  this  time  averfe  to  pacific 
counfels.  There  are  two  circumftances  in  Charles's 
character,  feemingly  incompatible,  which  attended 
him  during  the  whole  courfe  of  his  reign,  and  werq 
in  part  the  caufe  of  his  misfortunes  :  He  was  very 
fteady  and  even  obflinate  in  his  purpofe ;  and  he 
was  eafily  governed,  by  reafon  of  his  facilitv,  and 
of  his  deference  to  men  much  inferior  to  himfeif 
both  in_merals  and  underftanding.  His  great  ends 
he  inflexibly  maintained  :  But  the  means  of  attain- 
ing them  he  readily  received  from  his  miniflers  and 
favourites,  though  not  always  fortunate  in  his  choice. 
The  violent,  impetuous  Buckingham,  inflamed  with 
a  defire  of  revenge  for  injuries  which  he  himfeif  had 
committed,  and  animated  with  a  love  of  glory 
which  he  had  not  talents  to  merit,  had  at  this  time, 
notwithstanding  his  profufe  licentious  life,  acquired 
'an  invincible  afcendant  over  the  virtuous  and  gentle 
temper  of  the  king. 

The  neiv  counfels,  which  Charles  had  meniioned 
to  the  parliament,  were  now  to  be  tried,  in  order  to 
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fupply  his  neceflities.  Had  he  pofTeffed  any  mili- 
tary force,  on  which  he  could  rely,  it  is  not  impro- 
bable, that  he  had  at  once  taken  off  the  mafk,  and 
governed  without  any  regard  to  parliamentary  pri- 
vileges :  So  high  an  idea  had  he  received  of  kingly 
prerogative,  and  fo  contemptible  a  notion  of  the  rights 
of  thofe  popular  affemblies,  from  which,  he  very 
naturally  thought,  he  had  met  with  fuch  ill  ufage. 
But  his  army  was  new  levied,  ill  paid,  and  worfe 
difciplined ;  no-wife  fuperior  to  the  militia,  who 
were  much  more  numerous,  and  who  were  in  a 
great  meafure  under  the  influence  of  the  country- 
gentlemen.  It  behoved  him,  therefore,  to  proceed 
cautioufly,  and  to  cover  his  enterprifes  under  the 
pretence  of  ancient  precedents,  which,  confidering 
the  great  authority  commonly  enjoyed  by  his  pre- 
deceifors,  could  not  be  wanting  to  him. 

A- commission  was  openly  granted,  to  compound 
with  the  catholics,  and  agree  for  difpenfing  with  the 
penal  laws  enacted  againit  them  m.  By  this  expedi- 
ent, the  king  both  rilled  his  coffers,  and  gratified 
his  inclination  of  giving  indulgence  to  thefe  religi- 
onifts  :  But  he  could  not  have  employed  any  branch 
of  prerogative,  which  would  have  been  more  dif- 
agreeabie,  or  would  have  appeared  more  exception- 
able, to  his  proteftant  fubje&s. 

From  the  nobility  he  defired  afliflance:  From 
the  city  he  required  a  loan  of  100,000  pounds. 
The  former  contributed  flowly :  But  the  latter,  co- 
vering themfelves  under  many  pretences  and  ex- 
cufes,  rave  him  at  lafi  a  flat  refufal ". 

In  order  to  equip  a  fleet,  a  diitribution,  by  order 
of  council,  was  made  to  all  the  maritime  towns ; 
and  each  of  them  was  required,  with  the  afliflance 
of  the  adjacent  counties,  to  arm  fo  many  veffels  as 
were  appointed  them  °.  The  city  of  London  wa* 
rated  at  twenty  fhips.     This  is  the  firfl  appearance, 

m  Rufli  worth,  vol.  i.  p.  413.    Whitlocke,  p.  7.  ■  Rufli. 

vol.  i.  p.  415.    Frauklyn,  p.  206.  °  Rufliwortb,  ut  fupra. 
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hi  Charles's   reign,    of   fliip-money  ;     a    taxation  c  it  a  p. 
which   had   once  been  impofed  by  Elizabeth,    but        L* 
which  afterwards,  when  carried  fome  fteps  farther       X62$. 
by  Charles,   created  fuch  violent  difcontents. 

Of  fome  loans  were  required  ? :  To  others  the 
way  of  benevolence  was  propofed :  Methods  fup- 
ported  by  precedent,  but  always  invidious,  even  in 
times  more  fubmifiive  and  compliant.  In  the  moft 
abfolute  governments  fuch  expedients  would  be  re- 
garded as  irregular  and  unequal. 

These  counfels  for  fnpply  were  conducted  with 
fome  moderation  ;  till  news  arrived  that  a  ^reat 
battle  was  fought  between  the  king  of  Denmark  and 
count  Tilly,  the  Imperial  general ;  in  which  the  *5th  Au*' 
former  was  totally  defeated.  Money  now,  more 
than  ever,  became  neceffary,  in  order  to  repair  fo 
great  a  breach  in  the  alliance,  and  to  fupport  a 
prince  who  was  fo  nearly  allied  to  Charles,  and  who 
had  been  engaged  in  the  war  chiefly  by  the  intrigues, 
folicitations,  and  promifes  of  the  Englifh  monarch. 
After  fome  deliberation,  an  act  of  council  was 
paffed,  importing,  that  as  the  urgency  of  affairs  ad- 
mitted not  the  way  of  parliament,  the  moft  fpeedy, 
equal,  and  convenient  method  of  fupply  was  by  a 
General  Loan  from  the  fubject,  according  as  every 
man  was  aifeffed  in  the  rolls  of  the  laft  lubfidy. 
That  precife  fum  was  required  which  each  would 
have  paid,  had  the  vote  of  four  fubfidies  palled  into 
a  law :  But  care  was  taken  to  inform  the  people, 
that  the  fums  exacted  were  not  to  be  called  fub- 
fidies, but  loans  i;.  Had  any  doubt  remained,  whe- 
ther forced  loans,  however  authorised  by  precedent, 
and  even  by  ftatute,  were  a  violation  of  liberty,  and 
muft,  by  neceffary  confequence,  render  ail  parlia- 
ments fuperfluous  ;  this  was  the  proper  expedient 
opening  the  eyes  of  the  whole  nation.    The  ex- 

P  Rufn worth,  vol.  i.   p.  416. 

1  Ibid,   pi  4i3.    vffiiil&ie;  p.  8. 
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ample  of  Henry  VIII.  who  had  once,  in  his  arbi- 
trary reign,  practifed  a  like  method  of  levying  a 
T^r^  regular  fupply,  was  generally  deemed  a  very  inef- 
ficient authority. 

The  commiffioners  appointed  to  levy  thefe  loans, 
among  other  articles  of  fecret  inftruction,  were  en- 
joined, "  If  any  mail  refufe  to  lend,  and  fhall  make 
"  delays  or  excufes,  and  perfift  in  his  obftinacy, 
"  that  they  examine  him  upon  oath,  whether  he 
"  has  been  dealt  with  to  deny  or  refufe  to  lend,  or 
"  make  an  excufe  for  not  lending  ?  Who  has  dealt 
"  with  him,  and  what  fpeeches  or  perfuafions  were 
"  ufed  to  that  purpofe  ?  And  that  they  alfo  mall 
"  charge  every  fuch  perfon,  in  his  majefty's  name, 
"  upon  his  allegiance,  not  to  difclofe  to  any  one 
"  what  his  anfwer  was  r."  So  violent  an  inquifi- 
torial  power,  fo  impracticable  an  attempt  at  fecrecy, 
were  the  objects  of  indignation,  and  even,  in  fome 
degree,  of  ridicule. 

That  religious  prejudices  might  fupport  civil 
authority,  fermons  were  preached  by  Sibthorpe  and 
Manwaring,  in  favour  of  the  general  loan  ;  and  the 
court  induitrioufly  fpread  them  over  the  kingdom. 
PaiTive  obedience  was  there  recommended  in  its  full 
extent,  the  whole  authority  of  the  (late  was  repre- 
fented  as  "belonging  to  the  king  alone,  and  all  limit- 
ations of  law  and  a*  conftitution  were  rejected  as 
feditious  and  impious5.  So  openly  was  this  doc- 
trine efpoufed  by  the  court,  that  archbifhop  Abbot, 
a  popular  and  virtuous  prelate,  was,  becaufe  he  re- 
filled to  licence  Sibthorpe's  fermon,  fufpended  from 
the  exercife  of  his  office,  banifhed  from  London, 
and  confined  to  one  of  his  country-feats r.  Abbot's 
principles  of  liberty,  and  his  opposition  to  Bucking- 
ham, had  always  rendered  him  very  ungracious  at 

r  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  419.  Franklyn,  p.  207. 
»  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  422.  Franklyn,  p.  ac8. 
*  RuiL worth,  vol.  i.  p.  431. 
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court,  and  had  acquired  him  the  character  of  a  pu- 
ritan. For  it  is  remarkable,  that  this  party  made 
the  privileges  of  the  nation  as  much  a  part  of  their  "ity^. 
religion,  as  the  church  party  did  the  prerogatives  of 
the  crown ;  and  nothing  tended  farther  to  recom- 
mend among  the  people,  who  always  take  opinions 
in  the  lump,  the  whole  fyftem  and  all  the  principles 
of  the  former  feci.  The  king  foon  found,  by  fatal 
experience,  that  this  engine  of  religion,  which  with 
fo  little  necefiity  was  introduced  into  politics,  falling 
under  more  fortunate  management,  was  played  with 
the  moll:  terrible  fuccefs  againft  him. 

While  the  king,  infligated  by  anger  and  necef- 
fity,  thus  employed  the  whole  extent  of  his  preroga- 
tive, the  fpirit  of  the  people  was  far  from  being 
fubdued.  Throughout  England,  many  refufed  thefe 
loans ;  fome  were  even  active  in  encouraging  their 
neighbours  to  infift  upon  their  common  rights  and 
privileges.  By  warrant  of  the  council  thefe  were 
thrown  into  prifon  '.  Mod  of  them  with  patience 
fubmitted  to  confinement,  or  applied  by  petition  to 
the  king,  who  commonly  releafed  them.  Five  gen- 
tlemen alone,  fir  Thomas  Darnel,  fir  John  Corbet, 
fir  Walter  Earl,  fir  John  Heveningham,  and  fir  Ed- 
mond  Hambden,  had  fpirit  enough,  at  their  own 
hazard  and  expence,  to  defend  the  public  liberties, 
and  to  demand  releafement,  not  as  a  favour  from 
the  court,  but  as  their  due,  by  the  laws  of  their 
country u.  No  particular  caufe  was  afligned  of  their 
commitment.  The  fpecial  command  alone  of  the 
king  and  council  was  pleaded ;  and  it  was  aflerted, 
that,  by  law,  this  was  not  fufficient  reafon  for  re- 
fufing  bail  or  releafement  to  the  prisoners. 

This  queftion  was  brought  to  a  folemn  trial  be-  Novem- 
fore  the  king's  bench ;  and  the  whole  kingdom  was  ber- 

1  Rufti  worth,  vol.  i.  p.  42^.     Franklyn,  p.  210. 

u  Ru£hworlh,vol.  i.  p.  458.   Franklyn,  p.  224.  Whitlocke,  p.8. 
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C  H  A  P.  attentive  to  the  iffue  of  a  caufe,  which  was  of  much 
reater  confequence  than  the  event  of  many  battles. 


I.. 


0 


jfog.  By  the  debates  on  this  fubject  it  appeared,  be- 

yond controverfy,  to  the  nation,  that  their  anceftors 
had  been  fo  jealous  of  perfonal  liberty,  as  to  fecure 
it  againft  arbitrary  power  in  the  crown,  by  fix  w  fe- 
veral  flatutes,  and  by  an  article15  of  the  Great 
Charter  itfelf,  the  mod  facred  foundation  of  the 
laws  and  conftitution.  But  the  kings  of  England, 
who  had  not  been  able  to  prevent  the  enacting  of 
thefe  laws,  had  fufficient  authority,  when  the  tide  of 
liberty  was  fpent,  to  obftruct  their  regular  execu- 
tion ;  and  they  deemed  it  fuperfluous  to  attempt  the 
formal  repeal  of  flatutes  which  they  found  fo  many 
expedients  and  pretences  to  elude.  Turbulent  and 
feditious  times  frequently  occurred,  when  the  fafety 
of  the  people  abfolutely  required  the  confinement 
of  factious  leaders  ;  and  by  the  genius  of  the  old 
conftitution,  the  prince,  of  himfelf,  was  accuflomed 
to  affume  every  branch  of  prerogative,  which  was 
found  neceffary  for  the  prefervation  of  public  peace 
and  of  his  own  authority.  Expediency  at  other 
times  would  cover  itfelf  under  the  appearance  of 
necefiity  ;  and,  in  proportion  as  precedents  multi- 
plied, the  will  alone  of  the  fovereign  was  fufficient 
to  fupply  the  place  of  expediency,  of  which  he  con- 
ftituted  himfelf  the  fole  judge.  In  an  age  and  na- 
tion where  the  power  of  a  turbulent  nobility  pre- 
vailed, and  where  the  king  had  no  fettled  military 
force,  the  only  means  that  could  maintain  public 
peace,  wras  the  exertion  of  fuch  prompt  and  difcre- 
tionary  powers  in  the  crown ;  and  the  public  itfelf 
had  become  fo  fenfible  of  the  necefiity,  that  thofe 
ancient  laws  in  favour  of  perfonal  liberty,  while  often 
violated,   had   never  been   challenged  or  revived, 

w  25  Edw.  III.  cap.   4.     28  Echv.  III.  cap.  3.     37  Edw.  III. 
cap.  18.    38  £dw.  HI.  cap.  9.    42  Edw,  3.  cap..  3.     1   Richard  II. 
.  12.  *  Chap.  29. 
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during  the  courfe  of  near  three  centuries.  Though  CHAP, 
rebellious  fubjects  haiTfrequently,  in  the  onen  field, 
refitted  the  king's  authority  ;  no  perfon  had  been  jaIo. 
found  fo  bold,  while  confined  and  at  mercy,  as  to 
fet  himfelf  in  oppofition  to  regal  power,  and  to 
claim  the  protection  of  the  constitution  againft  the 
will  of  the  fovereign.  It  was  not  till  this  age,  when 
the  fpirit  of  liberty  was  univerfally  diffufed,  when  the 
principles  of  government  were  nearly  reduced  to  a 
fyftem,  when  the  tempers  of  men,  more  civilized, 
feemed  Iefs  to  require  thofe  violent  exertions  of  pre- 
rogative, that  theie  five  gentlemen  above  mentioned, 
by  a  noble  effort,  ventured,  in  this  national  caufe, 
to  bring  the  queltion  to  a  final  determination.  And 
the  king  was  aftonifhed  to  obferve,  that  a  power, 
exercifed  by  his  predecefibrs,  almcft  without  inter- 
ruption, was  found,  upon  trial,  to  be  direclly  op- 
pofite  to  the  cleareft  laws,  and  fupported  by  few 
undoubted  precedents  in  courts  of  judicature.  Thefe 
had  fcarcely,  in  any  initance,  refufed  bail  upon  com- 
mitments by  fpecial  command  of  the  king  ;  becaufe 
the  perfons  committed  had  feldom  or  never  dared  to 
demand  it,  at  lead  to  infill  on  their  demand. 

Sir  Randolf  Crew,  chief  juflice,  had  been  dif-  l6z7, 
placed,  as  unfit  for  the  purpoles  of  the  court :  Sir 
Nicholas  Hyde,  efteemed  more  obfequious,  had  ob- 
tained that  high  office :  Yet  the  judges,  by  his  di- 
rection, went  no  farther  than  to  remand  the  gentle- 
men to  prifon,  and  refufe  the  bail  which  was  offer- 
ed y.  Heathe,  the  attorney-general,  infilled,  that 
the  court,  in  imitation  of  the  judges  in  the  34th  of 
Elizabeth  z,  mould  enter  a  general  judgment,  that 
no  bail  could  be  granted,  upon  a  commitment  by 
the  king  or  council a.  But  the  judges  wifely  de- 
clined complying.  The  nation,  they  faw,  was  al- 
ready to  the  Iall  degree  exafperated.    In  the  prefent 

y  Ruftiworth,  voLi.  p.  462.         z  State  Trials,  vol.  vii.  p.  147. 
*  State  Trial?,  ibid.  p.  161. 
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Chap,  difpofition  of  men's  minds,  univerfal  complaints 
L,_  prevailed,  as  if  the  kingdom  were  reduced  to 
1627.  flavery.  And  the  mod  invidious  prerogative  of  the 
crown,  it  was  laid,  that  of  imprifoning  the  fubjecl, 
is  here  openly  and  folemnly,  and  in  numeious  in- 
ftances,  exercifed  for  the  moll  invidious  purpofe  ; 
in  order  to  extort  loans,  or  rather  fubfidies,  without 
confent  of  parliament. 

But  this  was  not  the  only  hardfhip  of  which  the 
nation  then  thought  they  had  reafon  to  complain. 
The  army,  which  had  made  the  fruitlefs  expedition 
to  Cadiz,  was  difperfed  throughout  the  kingdom ; 
and  money  was  levied  upon  the  counties  for  the 
payment  of  their  quarters  b. 

The  foldiers  were  billeted  upon  private  houfes, 
contrary  to  cuflom,  which  required  that,  in  all  or- 
dinary cafes,  they  mould  be  quartered  in  inns  and 
public  houfes  c. 

Those  who  had  refufed  or  delayed  the  loan,  were 
fure  to  be  loaded  with  a  great  number  of  thefe  dan- 
gerous and  disorderly  guelts. 

Many  too,  of  low  condition,  who  had  fhown  a 
refractory  difpofition,  were  prefled  into  the  fervice, 
and  inlifted  in  the  fleet  or  army  f:.  Sir  Peter  Hay- 
man,  for  the  fame  reafon,  was  difpatched  on  an  er- 
rand to  the  Palatinate  %  Glanville,  an  eminent 
lawyer,  had  been  obliged,  during  the  former  interval 
of  parliament,  to  accept  of  an  office  in  the  navy '. 

The  foldiers,  ill  paid  and  undifciplined,  com- 
mitted many  crimes  and  outrages,  and  much  in- 
creafed  the  public  difcontents.  To  prevent  thefe 
diforders,  martial  law,  fo  requifite  to  the  fupport  of 
difcipline,  was  exercifed  upon  the  foldiers.  By  a 
contradiction,  which  is  natural  when  the  people  are 
exafperated,  the  outrages  of  the  army  were  com- 
plained of  j  the  remedy  was  thought  Hill  more  in- 

b  R ufh worth,  vol.  i.  p.  419.  c  Ibid. 

J  Ibid.   p.  42Z.  e  Ibid.  p.  431. 

i  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  vii.  p.  310. 
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tolerable  B.  Though  the  expediency,  if  we  are  not  chap. 
rather  to  fay  the  neceffity,  of  martial  law,  had  for-        L- 
merly  been  deemed,  of  itfelf,  a  fufficient  ground  for       ^62  7. 
eftablifhing  it ;  men,    now  become  more  jealous  of 
liberty,  and  more  refined  reafoners  in  queflions  of 
government,  regarded  as  illegal  and  arbitrary,  every 
exercife  of  authority  which  was  not  fupported  by 
exprefs  ftatute  or  uninterrupted  precedent. 

It  may  fafely  be  affirmed,  that,  except  a  few 
courtiers  or  ecclefiaftics,  all  men  were  difpleafed 
with  this  high  exertion  of  prerogative,  and  this  new 
fpirit  of  adminiflration.  Though  ancient  precedents 
were  pleaded  in  favour  of  the  king's  meafures  ;  a 
considerable  difference,  upon  comparifon,  was  ob- 
ferved  between  the  cafes.  Acts  of  power,  however 
irregular,  might  carnally,  and  at  intervals,  be  exer- 
ciled  by  a  prince,  for  the  fake  of  difpatch  or  ex- 
pediencv ;  and  yet  liberty  flill  fubfifl  in  fome 
tolerable  degree  under  his  adminiflration.  But 
where  all  thefe  were  reduced  into  a  fyftem,  were 
exerted  without  interruption,  were  fludioufly  fought 
for,  in  order  to  fupply  the  place  of  laws,  and  fubdue 
the  refractory  fpirit  of  the  nation,  it  was  neceffary  to 
find  fome  fpeedy  remedy,  or  finally  to  abandon  all 
hopes  of  preferving  the  freedom  of  the  constitution. 
Nor  did  moderate  men  efleem  the  provocation 
which  the  king  had  received,  though  great,  fufficient 
to  warrant  all  thefe  violent  meafures.  The  com- 
mons, as  yet,  had  no  wife  invaded  his  authority  : 
They  had  only  exercifed,  as  bed  pleafed  them,  their 
own  privileges.  Was  he  juflifiable,  becaufe  from 
one  houfe  of  parliament  he  had  met  with  harm  and 
unkind  treatment,  to  make  in  revenge  an  invafion 
on  the  rights  and  liberties  of  the  whole  nation  ? 

But  great  was  at  this   time  the  furprife  of  all 
men,  when  Charles,  baffled  in  every  attempt  againfl 

s  Rufh worth,  vol.  i.  p.  419.    Whitlocke,  p.  7. 
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France. 


CHAP-  the  Auflrian  dominions,   embroiled  with  his   own 

L* t  fubjects,   unfupplied  with  any  treafure  but  what  he 

1627,     extorted  by  the  molt  invidious  and  molt  dangerous 

meafures ;  as  if  the  half  of  Europe,  now  his  enemy, 

were    not   fufHcient    for    the    exercife    of  military 

War  with  prowefs  ;  wantonly  attacked  France,  the  other  great 
kingdom  in  his  neighbourhood,  and  engaged  at 
once  in  war  againit  thefe  two  powers,  whofe  in- 
terefls  were  hitherto  deemed  fo  incompatible,  that 
they  could  never,  it  was  thought,  agree  either  in 
the  fame  friendihips  or  enmities.  All  authentic  me- 
moirs, both  foreign  and  domeftic,  afcribe  to  Buck- 
ingham's counfels  this  war  with  France,  and  repre- 
fent  him  as  actuated  by  motives,  which  would  ap- 
pear incredible,  were  we  not  acquainted  with  the 
violence  and  temerity  of  his  character. 

The  three  great  monarchies  of  Europe  were  at 
this  time  ruled  by  young  princes,  Philip,  Lewis, 
and  Charles,  who  were  nearly  of  the  fame  age,  and 
who  had  refigned  the  government  of  themfelves,  and 
of  their  kingdoms,  to  their  creatures  and  miniiters, 
Olivarez,  Richelieu,  and  Buckingham.  The  peo- 
ple, whom  the  moderate  temper  or  narrow  genius 
of  their  princes  would  have  allowed  to  remain  for 
ever  in  tranquillity,  were  ftrongly  agitated  by  the 
emulation  and  jealoufy  of  the  minifters.  Above 
all,  the  towering  fpirit  of  Richelieu,  incapable  of 
reft,  promifed  an  active  age,  and  gave  indications 
of  great  revolutions  throughout  all  Europe. 

This  man  had  no  fooner,  by  fupplenefs  and  in- 
trigue, gotten  pofleffion  of  the  reins  of  government, 
than  he  formed  at  once  three  mighty  projects ;  to 
fubdue  the  turbulent  fpirits  of  the  great,  to  reduce 
the  rebellious  hugonots,  and  to  curb  the  encroach- 
ing power  of  the  hcufe  of  Auftria.  Undaunted 
and  implacable,  prudent  and  active,  he  braved  all 
the  oppoiition  of  the  French  princes  and  nobles  in 
the  profecution  of  his  vengeance  j    he  difcovered 

and 
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and  dimpated  all  their  fecret  cabals  and  ccnfplracies.  C 
His  fovereign  himfelf  he  held  in  fubjection,  while 
he  exalted  the  throne.  The  people,  while  they  loft  ~  i(£j 
their  liberties,  acquired,  by  means  of  his  admini- 
ftration,  learning,  order,  difcipline,  and  renown. 
That  confufed  and  inaccurate  genius  of  government, 
of  which  France  partook  in  common  with  other 
European  kingdoms,  he  changed  into  a  fimple  mo- 
narchy ;  at  the  very  time  when  the  incapacity  of 
Buckingham  encouraged  the  free  fpirit  of  the  com- 
mons to  eftablilh  in  England  a  regular  fyftem  of 
liberty. 

However  unequal  the  comparifon  between  thefe 
minifters,  Buckingham  had  entertained  a  mighty 
jealoufy  againft  Richelieu  ;  a  jealoufy  not  founded 
on  rivalfhip  of  power  and  politics,  but  of  love  and 
gallantry  ;  where  the  duke  was  as  much  fuperior  to 
the  cardinal,  as  he  was  inferior  in  every  other  par- 
ticular. 

At  the  time  when  Charles  married  by  proxy  the 
princefs  Henrietta,  the  duke  of  Buckingham  had 
been  fent  to  France,  in  order  to  grace  the  nuptials, 
and  conduct  the  new  queen  into  England.  The 
eyes  of  the  French  court  were  directed  by  curiofity 
towards  that  man,  who  had  enjoyed  the  unlimited 
favour  of  two  fucceffive  monarchs,  and  who,  from 
a  private  ftation,  had  mounted  in  the  earlieft  youth 
to  the  abfolute  government  of  three  kingdoms. 
The  beauty  of  his  perfon,  the  gracefulnefs  of  his 
air,  the  fplendour  of  his  equipage,  his  fine  tafte  in 
drefs,  feftivals,  and  caroufals,  correfponded  to  the 
prepcffeffions  entertained  in  his  favour :  The  affa- 
bility of  his  behaviour,  the  gaiety  of  his  manners, 
the  magnificence  of  his  expence,  increafed  (till  far- 
ther the  general  admiration  which  was  paid  him. 
All  bufinefs  being  already  concerted,  the  time  was 
entirely  fpent  in  mirth  and  entertainments ;  and, 
during  thofe  fplendid  fcenes  among  that  gay  people, 
the  duke  found  himfelf  in  a  fituation  where  he  was 

perfectly 
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CHAP,  perfectly  qualified  to  excel h.  But  his  great  fuccefs 
L-  at  Paris  proved  as  fatal  as  his  former  failure  at 
I(l2h  Madrid.  Encouraged  by  the  fmiles  of  the  court, 
he  dared  to  carry  his  ambitious  addreffes  to  the 
queen  herfelf ;  and  he' failed  not  to  make  impreffion 
on  a  heart  not  undifpofed  to  the  tender  pafiions. 
That  attachment,  at  lead  of  the  mind,  which  ap- 
pears fo  delicious,  and  is  fo  dangerous,  feems  to 
have  been  encouraged  by  the  princefs  j  and  the 
duke  prefumed  fo  far  on  her  good  graces,  that,  after 
his  departure,  he  fecretly  returned  upon  fome  pre- 
tence, and,  paying  a  vifit  to  the  queen,  was  dif- 
mifled  with  a  reproof  which  favoured  more  of  kind- 
nefs  than  of  anger '. 

Information  of  this  correfpondence  was  foon 
carried  to  Richelieu.  The  vigilance  of  that  mi- 
nider  was  here  farther  roufed  by  jealoufy.  He  too, 
either  from  vanity  or  politics,  had  ventured  to  pay 
his  addreffes  to  the  queen.  But  a  pried,  pad  mid- 
dle age,  of  a  fevere  character,  and  occupied  in  the 
mod  extenfive  plans  of  ambition  or  vengeance,  was 
but  an  unequal  match  in  that  conted,  for  a  young 
courtier,  entirely  difpofed  to- gaiety  and  gallantry. 
The  cardinal's  difappointment  drongiy  inclined 
him  to  counterwork  the  amorous  projects  of  his 
rival.  When  the  duke  was  making  preparations 
for  a  new  embaffy  to  Paris,  a  meflage  was  fent  him 
from  Lewis,  that  he  mud  not  think  of  fuch  a  jour- 
ney. In  a  romantic  paflion,  he  fwore,  That  he 
would  fee  the  .queen ,  in  fpite  of  all  the  power  of 
France  ;  and,  from  that  moment,  he  determined  to 
engage  England  in  a  war  with  that  kingdom  k. 

He  fird  took  advantage  of  fome  quarrels  excited 
by  the  queen  of  England's  attendants ;  and  he  per- 
fuaded  Charles  to  diiinils  at  once  all  her  French 
fervants,  contrary  to  the  articles  of  the   marriage 

k  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  38.     i  Memoires  de  Mad.  de  Motteville. 
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treaty '.     He  encouraged  the  Englifh  fhips  of  war  chap. 
and  privateers  to  feize  vefiels  belonging  to  French       _  '   j 
merchants ;  and  thefe  he  forthwith  condemned  as      1627. 
prizes,  by  a  fentence   of  the  court  of  admiralty. 
But  finding  that  all  thefe  injuries  produced  only  re- 
monftrances  and  embaffies,  or  at  mod  reprifals,  on 
the  part  of  France,  he  refolved  to  fecond  the  in- 
trigues of  the  duke  of  Soubize,  and  to  undertake 
at  once  a  military  expedition  againfl  that  kingdom. 
Soubize,  who,   with  his   brother   the  duke  of 
Rohan,  was  the  leader  of  the  hugonot  faction,  was 
at  that    time    in   London,    and    ftrongly   folicited 
Charles  to  embrace  the  protection  of  thefe  difireffed 
religioniits.     He  reprefented,  that  after  the  inha- 
bitants of  Rochelle  had  been  reprefled  by  the  com- 
bined fquadrons  of   England  and  Holland,    after 
peace  was  concluded  with  the  French  king   under 
Charles's  mediation,  the  ambitious  cardinal  was  ftill 
meditating   the  deftruction  of  the  hugonots ;    that 
preparations  were  iilently  making  in  every  province 
of  France  for  the  fuppreihon  of  their  religion  ;  that 
forts  were  erected  in  order  to  bridle  Rochelle,  the 
mod  conliderable  bulwark  of  the  proteftants  ;  that 
the  reformed  in  France  caft  their  eyes  on  Charles 
as  the  head  of  their  faith,  and  confidered  him  as  a 
prince  engaged  by  intereft,  as  well  as  inclination,  to 
iupport  them  ;  that,  fo  long  as  their  party  fubfifted, 
Charles  might  rely  on  their  attachment  as  much  as 
on  that  of  his  own  fubje&s  ;    but  if  their  liberties 
were  once  ravifhed  from  them,  the  power  of  France, 
freed  from  this  impediment,  would  foon  become 
formidable  to  England,  and  to  all  the  neighbouring 
nations. 

Though  Charles  probably  bore  but  fmall  favour 
to  the  hugonots,  who  fo  much  refembled  the  puri- 
tans in  difcipline  and  worihip,  in  religion  and  po- 
litics, he  yet  allowed  himfeli  to  be  gained  by  thefe 

1  Rufinvprth,  vol.  i.  jo.  423,  ^4, 
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CHAP,  arguments,  enforced  by  the  folicitations  of  Buck- 
immJ^mmmJ   ingham.    A  fleet  of  a  hundred  fail,  and  an  army  of 
1627.      7000  men,  were  fitted  out  for  the  invafion  of  France, 
and  both  of  them  entrufled  to  the  command  of  the 
duke,  who  was  altogether  unacquainted  both  with 
land  and  fea  fervice.     The  fleet   appeared  before 
Rochelle ;  but  fo  ill-concerted  were  Buckingham's 
meafures,  that  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  fhut  their 
gates,  and  refufed  to  admit  allies,  of  whofe  coming 
they  were  not  previoufly  informed  m.     All  his  mi- 
litary operations  fhowed  equal  incapacity  and  in- 
9th  July,    experience.     Inftead  of  attacking  Oleron,  a  fertile 
tiontothe  *Hand  arm"  defencelefs,  he  bent  his  courfe  to  the  ifle 
ifleof        of  Rhe,  which  was  well  garrifoned   and  fortified: 
Rhe*  Having  landed  his  men,  though  with  feme  lofs,  he 

followed  not  the  blow,  but  allowed  Toiras,  the 
French  governor,  five  days  refpite ;  during  which 
St.  Martin  was  victualled  and  provided  for  a  fiege n. 
He  left  behind  him  the  fmall  fort  of  Prie,  which 
could  at  firfl  have  made  no  manner  of  refinance  : 
Though  refolved  to  ilarve  St.  Martin,  he  guarded 
the  fea  negligently,  and  allowed  provifions  and  am- 
munition to  be  thrown  into  it :  Defpairing  to  reduce 
it  by  famine,  he  attacked  it  without  having  made 
any  breach,  and  rafhly  threw  away  the  lives  of  the 
foldiers :  Having  found  that  a  French  army  had 
ftolen  over  in  fmall  divifions,  and  had  landed  at 
Prie,  the  fort  which  he  had  at  firit  overlooked,  he 
Oftob.  28.  began  to  think  of  a  retreat ;  but  made  it  fo  un- 
skilfully, that  it  v/as  equivalent  to  a  total  rout :  He 
was  the  laft  of  the  army  that  embarked ;  and  he 
returned  to  England,  having  loll  two  thirds  of  his 
land-forces ;  totally  difcredited  both  as  an  admiral 
and  a  general ;  and  bringing  no  praile  with  him, 
but  the  vulgar  one  of  courage  and  perfonal  bravery.. 
The  duke  of  Rohan,  who  had  taken  arms  as 
foon  as  Buckingham  appeared  upon  the  coaft,  dif- 

m  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  426, 
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covered  the  dangerous  fpirit  of  the  fed,  without 
being  able  to  do  any  mifchief :  The  inhabitants  of 
Rochelle,  who  had  at  lafl  been  induced  to  join  the  *^I6l7. 
Englifh,  flattened  the  vengeance  of  their  mailer, 
exhaufted  their  provifions  in  fupplying  their  allies, 
and  were  threatened  with  an  immediate  fiege. 
Such  were  the  fruits  of  Buckingham's  expedition 
againfl  France. 


238  HISTORY  OF   GREAT  BRITAIN. 


CHAP.      LI. 

Third  parliament Petition  of  right Proroga- 
tion  Death  of  Buckingham New  fcjjion  of 

■parliament — '■ — Tonnage   and  poundage Armi' 

nianifm Diffolution  of  the  parliament. 


T 


"'HERE  was  reafon  to  apprehend  fome  diforder 
or  infur  recti  on  from  the  difcontents  which 
i6is!  prevailed  among  the  people  in  England.  Their 
liberties  they  believed  were  ravifhed  from  them ; 
illegal  taxes  extorted ;  their  commerce,  which  had 
met  with  a  fevere  check  from  the  Spaniih,  was  to- 
tally annihilated  by  the  French  war  ;  thofe  military 
honours  tranfinitted  to  them  from  their  anceftors, 
had  received  a  grievous  (lain,  by  two  unfuccefsful 
and  ill-conducted  expeditions  ;  fcarce  an  illuflrious 
family  but  mourned,  from  the  lad  of  them,  the  Iofs 
of  a  fon  or  brother  ;  greater  calamities  were  dreaded 
from  the  war  with  thefe  powerful  monarchies,  con- 
curring with  the  internal  diforders  under  which  the 
nation  laboured.  And  thefe  ills  were  afcribed,  not 
to  the  refractory  difpofition  of  the  two  former  par- 
liaments, to  which  they  were  partly  owing  ;  but 
foleiy  to  Charles's  obftinacy,  in  adhering  to  the 
counfels  of  Buckingham  ;  a  man  nowife  intitled,  by 
his  birth,  age,  fervices,  or  merit,  to  that  unlimited 
confidence  repofed  in  him.  To  be  facrificed  to  the 
intereft,  policy,  and  ambition  of  the  great,  is  fo 
much  the  common  lot  of  the  people,  that  they  may 
appear  unreafonable  who  would  pretend  to  complain 
of  it :  But  to  be  the  victim  of  the  frivolous  gal- 
lantry of  a  favourite,  and  of  his  boyilh  caprices, 
feemed  the  object  of  peculiar  indignation. 
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In  this  foliation,  it  may  be  imagined,  the  king  c  H  A  p. 
and  the  duke  dreaded  above  all  things  the  affem-  '_  u  f 

bling  of  a  parliament :  But  fo  little  forefight  had  i62s. 
they  poffeffed  in  their  enterprifing  fchemes,  that 
they  found  themfelves  under  an  abfolute  neceffity 
of  embracing  that  expedient.  The  money  levied, 
or  rather  extorted,  under  colour  of  prerogative,  had 
come  in  very  flowly,  and  had  left  fucL;  ill-humour 
in  the  nation,  that  it  appeared  dangerous  to  renew 
the  experiment.  The  abfolute  neceffity  of  fupply, 
it  was  hoped,  would  engage  the  commons  to  forget 
all  pail  injuries  ;  and,  having  experienced  the  ill 
effects  of  former  obftinacy,  they  would  probably 
affemble  with  a  refolution  of  making  fome  reason- 
able compliances.  The  more  to  foften  them,  it  was 
concerted,  by  fir  Robert  Cotton's  advice  °,  that 
Buckingham  mould  be  the  firft  perfon  that  pro- 
pofed  in  council  the  calling  of  a  new  parliament. 
Having  laid  in  this  (lock  of  merit,  he  expected  that  Third 
all  his  former  mifdemeanors  would  be  overlooked  pariia- 
and  forgiven  ;  and  that,  inflead  of  a  tyrant  and  op-  ment* 
preffor,  he  mould  be  regarded  as  the  firft  patriot  in 
the  nation. 

The  views  of  the  popular  leaders  were  much 
more  judicious  and  profound.  When  the  commons  March  17. 
affembled,  they  appeared  to  be  men  of  the  fame  in- 
dependent fpirit  with  their  predeceffors,  and  poffeffed 
of  fuch  riches,  that  their  property  was  computed  to 
furpafs  three  times  that  of  the  houfe  of  peers  p  ; 
they  were  deputed  by  boroughs  and  counties,  en- 
flamed  all  of  them  by  the  late  violations  of  liberty  ; 
many  of  the  members  themfelves  had  been  caff  into 
prifon,  and  had  fuffered  by  the  meafures  of  the 
court ;  yet,  notwithstanding  thefe  circumftances, 
which  might  prompt  them  to  embrace  violent  re- 
folutions,  they  entered  upon  bufmefs  with  perfect 
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CHAP,  temper  and  decorum.  They  confidered,  that  the 
LI-  king,  difguded  at  thefe  popular  affemblies,  and  little 
x(,ls.  prepoffeffed  in  favour  of  their  privileges,  wanted 
but  a  fair  pretence  for  breaking  with  them,  and 
Would  feize  the  firfl  opportunity  offered  by  any  in- 
cident, or  any  undutiful  behaviour  of  the  members. 
He  fairly  told  them  in  his  firft  fpeech  that,  "  if 
(i  they  fhoulvl  not  do  their  duties,  in  contributing 
"  to  the  neceflities  of  the  date,  he  muft,  in  difcharge 
"  of  his  confcience,  ufe  thofe  other  means  which 
"  God  had  put  into  his  hands,  in  order  to  fave  that 
"  which  the  follies  of  fome  particular  men  may 
"  other  wife  put  in  danger.  Take  not  this  for  a 
"  threatening,"  added  the  king,  "  for  I  fcorn  to 
"  threaten  any  but  my  equals ;  but  as  an  admoni- 
"  tion  from  him  who,  by  nature  and  duty,  has 
"  mod  care  of  your  prefervation  and  profperity  i." 
The  lord  keeper,  by  the  king's  direction,  fubjoined, 
"  This  way  of  parliamentary  fupplies,  as  his  majefty 
"  told  you,  he  hath  chofen,  not  as  the  only  way,  but 
"  as  the  fitted;  not  becaufe  he  is  deftitute  of  others, 
'*  but  becaufe  it  is  mod  agreeable  to  the  goodnefs  of 
"  his  own  mofl  gracious  difpofition,  and  to  the  de- 
"  fire  and  weal  of  his  people.  If  this  be  deferred, 
"  neceffity  and  the  fword  of  the  enemy  make  way 
'*  for  the  others.  Remember  his  majedy's  admo- 
"  nition ;  I  fay,  remember  it r."  From  thefe  avow- 
ed maxims,  the  commons  forefaw  that,  if  the  lead 
handle  were  afforded,  the  king  would  immediately 
diffolve  them,  and  would  thenceforward  deem  himfelf 
judified  for  violating,  in  a  manner  dill  more  open, 
all  the  ancient  forms  of  the  conditution.  No  remedy 
could  then  be  looked  for,  but  from  infurrections 
and  civil  war,  of  which  the  iffue  would  be  extremely 
t  uncertain,  and  which  mud,  in  all  events,  prove  ca- 
lamitous to  the  nation.  To  correct  the  late  diforders 
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in  th  titration  required  feme  new  laws,  which  C  11  A  P. 

would,  rio  doubt,  appear  irarm  to  a  prince  f<5ena-  L^ 
moulded  of  his  prerogative;  and  it  was  requififce  to  l6iij. 
tamper,  by  the  decency  and  moderation  of  their  de- 
bates, the  rigour  which  muil  neccfiarily  attend  their 
determinations.  Nothing  can  give  us  a  higher  idea 
of  the  capacity  of  thofe  men  who  now.  guided  the 
commons,  and  of  the  great  authority  which  they  had 
acquired,  than  the  forming  and  executing  of  fo  ju- 
dicious and  fo  difficult  a  plan  of  operations. 

xcy,  however,  which  the  popular  leaders 
had  prescribed  to  themfelves,  and  recommended  to 
others-,  hindered  them  not  from  making  the  louden: 
arid  mcil  vigorous  complaints  againft  the  grievances 
under  which  the  nation  had  lately  laboured.     Sir 
Francis  Seymour  laid,  "  This  is  the  great  cous 
*£  of  the  kingdom,    and  here  with  certaintv,  if  not 
(i  here  Giily,  his  majefly  may  fee,  as  in  a  true  g3 
*.c  the  (late  of  the  kingdom.     We  are  called  hither 
*s  by  his  writs,  in  order  to  give  him  faithful  coun- 
"  fel ;   fueh  as  may  (land  with  his  honour :    A 
Ci  this  we  muil  do  without  flattery.     We  arc  alio 
"  lent  hither  by  the  people,  in  order  to  deliver  their 
"  juft  grievances :    And  this  we  muil;  do  without 
*c  fear.      Let   us  not  act  like  Cambyies's   judges, 
"  who,  when  their  approbation  was  demanded   by 
*'  the  prince  to  fume  illegal  'meafure,   laid,  that, 
"  'Though  there  was  a  written  Auv,  the  Per/tan  ki 
"  fright  follow,  their  own  will  c 
"  was  bale  flattery,  fitter  ioi-'ou-  :f  than  <  . 

"  imitation  ;    and  as  fear,  10  flattery,'  taketfa  awav 
"  the  judgment.     For  my  part,  I  (hall  fhun  both; 
"  and  fpeak  my  mind  with  as  mu         iuty  as  any 
"  man    to    his    maieftv,    without    i  the 

"  public.  r 

"  But  how  can  we  exprefs  l 

i;  we  retain  our  fears;    or  fpeak  of  giving,  till  we 
Ci  know  ..-  we  have  any  iliin<?  to 
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c  if  his  majefty  may  be  perfuaded  to  take  what  he 
'  will,  what  need  we  give  ? 
Ti^sT""  "  That  this  hath  been  done,  appeareth  by  the 
"  billeting  of  foldiers,  a  thing  nowife  advantageous 
"  to  the  king's  fervice,  and  a  burden  to  the  com- 
ef  monwealth  :  By  the  imprifonment  of  gentle- 
"  men  for  refufing  the  loan,  who,  if  they  had  done 
"  the  contrary  for  fear,  had  been  as  blameable  as 
"  the  projectors  of  that  oppreffive  meafure.  To 
"  countenance  thefe  proceedings,  hath  it  not  been 
"  preached  in  the  pulpit,  or  rather  prated,  that 
"  All  we  have  is  the  king's  by  divine  right  ?  But 
•  "  when  preachers  forfake  their  own  calling,  and 
<c  turn  ignorant  flatefmen ;  we  fee  how  willing 
"  they  are  to  exchange  a  good  confcience  for  a 
"  bifhopric. 

"  He,  I  muff  confefs,  is  no  good  fubjecT:,  who 
"  would  not,  willingly  and  cheerfully,  lay  down  his 
"  life,  when  that  facrilice  may  promote  the  inte- 
"  reds  of  his  fovereign,  and  the  good  of  the  com- 
"  monwealth.  But  he  is  not  a  good  fubjecl:,  he  is 
"  a  fiave,  who  will  allow  his  goods  to  be  taken 
41  from  him  againft  his  will,  and  his  liberty  againft 
"  the  laws  of  the  kingdom.  By  oppofmg  thefe 
"  practices,  we  fha!l  but  tread  in  the  fleps  of  our 
"  forefathers,  who  Mill  preferred  the  public  before 
"  their  private  intereft,  nay,  before  their  very  lives. 
"  It  will  in  us  be  a  wrong  done  to  ourfelves,  to  our 
"  poilerities,  to  our  confciences,  if  we  forego  this 
"  claim  and  pretenfion9." 

"  I  read  of  a  cufr.om,,,  faid  fir  Robert  Philips, 
"  among  the  old  Romans,  that,  once  every  year, 
"  thev  held  a  folemn  feftival  in  which  their  flaves 
'*  had  liberty,  without  exception,  to  fpeak  what  they 
"  pleafed,  in  order  to  eafe  their  afflicted  minds  ; 
"  and,  on  the  conclufion  of  the  feftival,  the  flaves 
"  fevc:;.ily  returned  to  their  former  fervitudes. 

»  Frar.klyr.,  p.  243.      Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  499. 
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"  This   inftitution  may,  with  fome  diftincHon, 

well  fet  forth  our  preient  ftate  and  condition. 
"  After  the  revolution  of  fome  time,  and  the  JTzsT 
"  grievous  fufferance  of  many  violent  oppreffions, 
*■-  we  have  now,  at  laft,  as  thofe  flaves,  obtained, 
"  for  a  day,  fome  liberty  of  fpccch  :  But  fhall  not, 
"  I  truit,  be  hereafter  Haves :  For  we  are  born  free. 
"  Yet,  what  new  illegal  burdens  our  eftates  and 
"  perfons  have  groaned  under,  my  heart  yearns  to 
"  think  of,  mv  tongue  faulters  to  utter.- 

"  The  grievances,  by  which  we  are  oppreifed,  I 
"  draw  under  two  heads  ;  acls  of  power  againfl  law, 
"  and  the  judgments  of  lawyers  againft  our  liberty." 

Having  mentioned  three  illegal  judgments  palled 
within  his  memory  ;  that  by  which  the  Scots,  born 
after  James's  acceflion,  were  admitted  to  all  the 
privileges  of  Englifh  fubjects  ;  that  by  which  the 
new  impofitions  had  been  warranted  ;  and  the  late 
one,  by  which  arbitrary  imprifoninents  were  autho- 
rised ;  he  thus  proceeded  : 

"  I  can  live,  though  another,  who  has  no  right, 
"  be  put  to  live  along  with  me ;  nay,  I  can  live, 
"  though  burdened  with  impofitions,  beyond  what 
"  at  preient  I  labour  under  :  But  to  have  my  li- 
"  berty,  which  is  the  foul  of  my  life,  ravifhed  from 
"  me  ;   to  have  my  perfon  pent  up  in  a  jail,  without 

"  relief  by  law,  and  to  be  fo  adjudged, — O,  im- 

"  provident  anceftors  !  O,  unwiTe  forefathers !  to 
"  be  fo  curious  in  providing  for  the  quiet  pofieffion 
"  of  our  lands,  and  the  liberties  of  parliament ; 
"  and,  at  the  fame  time,  to  neglect  our  perfonal 
"  liberty,  and  let  us  lie  in  prifon,  and  that  during 
"  pleafure,  without  redrefs  or  remedy  !  If  this  be 
"  law,  why  do  we  talk  of  liberties  ?  Why  trouble 
"  ourfelves  with  difputes  about  a  conftitution,  fran- 
"  chifes,  property  of  goods,  and  the  like  ?  What 
"  may  any  man  call  his  own,  if  not  the  liberty  of 
"  his  perfon .? 

R    2  "I  AM 
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Ci  I  am  wdiry  of  treading  thefe  ways  ;  and  there- 
"  fore  conclude  to  have  a  {'elect  committee,  in  order 
~x6za~  cc  to  frame  a  petition  to  his  majefty  for  redrefs  of 
"  thefe  grievance.-?.  And  this  petition  being  read, 
"  examined,  and  approved,  may  be  delivered  to  the 
"  king  ;  of  whofe  gracious  anfwer  we  have  no  caufc 
"  to  doubt,  our  defirss  being  fo  reafonable,  our 
i-  intentions  fo  loyal,  and  the  manner  fo  dutiful- 
"  Neither  need  we  fear,  that  this  is  the  critical  par- 
**  liament,  as  has  been,  infmuated  ;  or  that  this  is 
4i  the  way  to  diffraction  :  But  allure  ourfelves  of  a 
"  happy  iiTue.  Then  fliall  the  king,  as  he  calls  us 
"  hia  great  council,  find  us  his  true  council,  and" 
"  own  us  his  good  council l" 

The  fame  topics  were  enforced  by  fir  Thomas 
Wentworth.  After'  mentioning  projectors  and  ill 
miniilers  of  (late,  "  Thefe,'*  faid  he,  "  have  in- 
"  troduced  a  privy-council,  ravilhing,  at  once,  the 
"  fpheres  of  all  ancient  government ;  deffroying  all 
<c  liberty  ;    imprifoning   us   without  bail  or  bond. 

"  They  have  taken  from  us What   fhail  I  fay  ? 

t;  Indeed,  what  have  they  left  us  ?  By  tearing  up 
"  the  roots  of  all  property,  they  have  taken  from  us 
t£  every  means  of  fupplying  the  king,  and  of  in- 
69  gratiating  ourfelves  by  voluntary  proofs  cf  our 
'*  duty  and  attachment  towards  him. 

"  To  the  making  whole  ail  thefe  breaches,  I  mall 
"  apply  rnyfelf;  and,  to  all  thefe  difeafes,  (1 
<;  propound  a  remedy..  By  one  and  the  fame  thino-, 
"  have  the  king  and  the  people  been  hurt,  and  bv 
"  the  fame  mult  they  be  cured.  We  mull  vindi- 
*:  catc  :  What  ?  New  things  ?  No  :  Our  ancient, 
t£  legal,  and  vital  liberties  ;  by  reinforcing  the  laws 

enacted  by  our  ancedors;  by  fetting  fuch  a  (lamp 

upon  them,  that  no  licentious  fnirit  fhall  dare 
"  henceforth  to  invade  them.     And  mall  we  think 

r  Frankiyn.  p.  245.  Pail.  Hilt.  vol.  vii.  p.  363.  Rufhworth, 
vol.  '•.  p,  503. 
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*c  this  a  way  to  break  a  parliament  ?  No  :  Our  de-  c  B  A  P. 
"  fires  are  mod  eft  and  juft.     I  fpeak  both  for  the       LL 
"  intereft  of  king  and  people.      If  we  enjoy  not       j&jg. 
"  thefe  rights,  it  will  be  impoilible  for  us  to  reliev 
"  him.      Let  us  never,  therefore,  doubt   of  a  fa- 
"  vourable  reception  from  his  goodnef*  u." 

These  fentiments  were  unanimoufly  embraced  by 
the  whole  houfe.  Even  the  court  party  pretended 
not  to  plead,  in  defence  of  the  late  nieafures,  any 
thing  but  the  necerlity  to  which  the  king  had  be ea 
reduced,  by  the  obftinacy  of  the  two  former  parlia- 
ments. A  vote,  therefore,  was  paffed  without  op- 
.pofition  ao-ainft  arbitrary  imprifonments  and  forced 
.loans '•'•'.  And  the  fpirit  of  liberty  having  obtained 
fome  contentment  by  this  exertion,  the  reiterated 
mefiages  of  the  king-,  who  preiTed  for  fupply,  were 
attended  to  with  more  temper.  Five  fubfidies  were 
voted  him  ;    with  which,  though  m  .  .rior  to 

his  wants,  he  dec!  ".red  kimfelf  'well  fatisned  ;  and 
(6ven:  tears  of  affeedrr.  ftartediin  his  eve,  when  he 
was  informed  of  this   c  :.     The  duke's  ap- 

probation too  was  mentioned  by  fecretary  Coke; 
but  the  conjunction  of  a  fuhiect  with  the  foverei^r, 
was  ill  received  by  the  houfe  h  Though  difgufted 
with  the  king,  the  jealoufy  which  they  felt  for  his 
Jionour  was  more  fenllble  than  that  which  his  un- 
bounded confidence  in  the  duke  would  allow  even 
-himfelf  to  entertain. 

The  fupply,  though  voted,  was  not,  as  yet,  pafTed 
into  a  law  ;  and  the  commons  refolved  to  employ 
the.  interval,  in  providing  fome  l  reriers  to  their 
rights  and  liberties  fo  lately  violated.  They  knew 
that  their  own  vote,  declaring  the  illegality  of  ,the 
former  meafures,  had  not,  of  itfelf,  fufficient  autho- 
to  fecure  the  conilitution  againft  future  invafion, 

u  FrankJyn,  p.  243.     Rufhwcrth,  vol.i.  p.  500. 
*  Franklyn,  p.  251.    Rufh  worth,  vol.  i.  p.  515.     Whitlocke,  p.  9. 
Ruihworth,  vol.  i.  p.  526.    'NVhitlocke,  p.  9. 
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Some  act  to  that  purpofe  muft  receive  the  fancHon 
of  the  whole  legiflature  ;  and  thev  appointed  a  com- 
"76s8?  '  tfiittee  to  prepare  the  model  of  fo  important  a  law. 
By  collecting  into  one  effort  all  the  dangerous  and 
oppreflive  claims  of  his  prerogative,  Charles  had 
expofed  them  to  the  hazard  of  one  aii'ault  ;  and  had 
farther,  by  prefenting  a  nearer  view  of  the  confe- 
quences  attending  them,  roufed  the  independent  ge- 
nius of  the  commons.  Forced  leans,  benevolences, 
taxes  without  confent  of  parliament,  arbitrary  im- 
prifenment,  the  billeting  of  foidiers,  martial  law ; 
thefe  were  the  grievances  complained  of,  and 
againil  thefe  an  eternal  remedy  was  to  be  provided. 
The  commons  pretended  not,  as  they  affirmed,  to 
any  unufual  powers  or  privileges  :  They  aimed  only 
at  fecuring  thole  which  had  been  transmitted  them 
from  their  anceflors  :  And  their  law  they  rafoived 
Petition  to  call  a  Petition  of  Right  ;  as  implying  that 
of  right.  't  contained  a  corroboration  or  explanation  of  the 
ancient  conflitution,  not  any  infringement  of  royal 
prerogative,  or  acquifition  of  new  liberties. 

"While  the  committee  was  employed  in  framing 
the  petition  of  right,  the  favourers  of  each  party, 
both  in  parliament  and  throughout  the  nation,  were 
engaged  in  difputes  about  this  bill,  which,  in  all 
likelihood,  was  to  form  a  memorable  sera  in  the 
Englim  government. 

That  the  ftatutes,  faid  the  partisans  of  the  com- 
mons, which  fecure  Euglifh  liberty,  are  not  become 
obfolete,  appears  hence,  that  the  Englifh  have  ever 
been  free,  and  have  ever  been  governed  by  lav:  and 
a  limited  conititution.  Privileges  in  particular, 
vhich  are  founded  on  the  Great  Charter,  muft 
always  remain  in  force,  becaufe  derived  from  a  fource 
of  never-failing  authority  ;  regarded  in  all  ages,  as 
the  moft  facred  contract  between  king  and  people. 
Such  attention  was  paid  to  this  charter  by  our  ge- 
nerous anceflors,  that  they  got  the  confirmation  of  it 

reiterated 
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reiterated  thirty  feveral  times ;  and  even  fecured  it 
by  a  rule,  which,  though  vulgarly  received,  feems 
in  the  execution  impracticable.    They  have  eftablifh-  '""T^ 
ed  it  as  a  maxim,   That  even  afatute,  which  flooald 
be  enacled  in  contradiclion  to  any  article  of  that  char- 
ter, cannot  have  force  or  validity.     But  with  regard 
to  that  important  article  which  fecures  perfonal  li- 
berty ;    fo   far  from  attempting,  at  any  time,  any 
legal  infringement  of  it,    they  have  corroborated  it 
by  fix  ftatutes,  and  put  it  out  of  all  doubt  and  con- 
troverfy.     If  in  practice  it  has  often  been  "violated, 
abufes  can  never  come  in  the  place  of  rules  ;  nor  can 
any  rights  or  legal  powers  be  derived  from  injury 
and  injuftice.     But  the  title  of  the  fubject  to  per- 
fonal liberty  not  onty.is  founded  on  ancient,  and 
therefore  the  more  lacred  laws  :  It  is  confirmed  by 
the  whole  Analogy  of  the  government  and  confli- 
tuticn.     A  free  monarchy  in  which  every  individual 
is  a  Have,  is  a  glaring  contradiclion  ;  and  it  is  re- 
quifite,  where  the  laws  affign  privileges  to  the  differ- 
ent orders  of  the  flate,  that  it  likewife  fecure  the 
independence  of  the  members.     If  any  difference 
could  be  made  in  this  particular,  it  were  better  to 
abandon  even  life  or  property  to  the  arbitrary  will  of 
the  prince ;  nor  would  fuch  immediate  danger  enfue, 
from  that  concemon,    to  the  laws  and  to  the  privi- 
leges of  the  people.     To  bereave  of  his  life  a  man 
not  condemned  by  any  legal  trial,  is  fo  egregious 
an  exercife  of  tyranny,  that  it  muff,  at  once  /hock, 
the  natural   humanity  of  princes,   and  convey  an 
alarm  throughout  the  whole  commonwealth.     To 
confiicate  a  man's  fortune,  befides  its  being  a  moU 
atrocious  ad  of  violence,    expofes  the  monarch  fo 
much  to  the  imputation  of  avarice  and  rapacity, 
that  it  will  feidom  be  attempted  in  any  civilized  go- 
vernment.    But  confinement,  though   a  lefs  itrik- 
ing,  is  no  loft  fevere  a  puniihnient  \  nor  is  there  any 
fpirit,  fo  erect  and  independent-,  as  not  to  be  -broken 
bv  the  long  continuance  or  the  filentand  inglorious 
R  4  fuller  in  ss 
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c  hap.  fnfT.  •  f  a  jail.     The  power  of  imprifonment, 

c,  being  the  moft  natural  and  potent  engine 
1638.  0I  arbitrary  government,  it  is  absolutely  neceffary  to 
it  from  a  government  which  is  free  and  legal. 
partifans  of  the  court  reafoned  after  a  dif- 
ferent manner.  The  true  rule  of  government,  faid 
thev,  during  any  period,  is  that  to  which  the  people, 
from  time  immemorial,  have  been  accustomed,  and 
to  which  they  naturally  pay  a  prompt  obedience. 
A  practice  which  has  ever  (truck  their  fenfes,  and  of 
which  they  have  feen  and  heard  innumerable  prece- 
d  :..r,,  has  an  authority  with  them  much  fuperior  to 
that  which  attends  maxims  derived  irom  antiquated 
flatutes  and  mouldy  records.  In  vain  do  the  lawyers 
eflabliih  it  as  a  principle,  that  a  ftatute  can  never  be 
abrogated  by  oppofite  cuftom  ;  but  requires  to 
exprefcly  repealed  by  a  contrary  ftatute  :  "While 
they  pretend  to  inculcate  an  axiom,  peculiar  toEng- 
lifh  jurifprudence,  they  violate  the  moft  eilablifhed 
principles  of  human  nature  ;  and  even,  by  neceffary 
cob  n  in  co.  m  to  law  itfclf, 

ich  they  would  reprefent  as  fo  facred  and  invio- 
lg.     A  law,  to  have  any  authority,  muii  be  de- 
rived from  a  legiilatr.re,    which  has  right.      And 
whence  do  ah  legiilatm  t  their  right  but  from 

a  and  eftia  3  practice?    If  a  ftatute 

y  to  public  I   has,    at    any  time,  bees 

ted  to,   cither  from  the  vio- 
Cdon,  or  the  inexperience  of  fenates  an4 
.  .    it  cannot  be   more  effectually  abrogated, 
.   train  of  contrary  precedents,  which  prove, 
•rrnnon  confent,    it  has  tacitly  been  fet 
jnd  impracticable.     Such  has 
ich  ail  thofe  jtatutes  enacted  during 
Miics,  in  order  to  limit  royal  prerogative, 
•  the  fovereign  in  his  protection  of  the 
I  his  execution  of  fche  U    "•     But  above 
of  prerogative,  that  which  is  moft  ne- 
prelerved,  is  the  power  of  h 

ment, 
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quently  arife  in  every  political  body ;  and  during 
theie  diforders,  it  is  by  the  falutary  exercife  alone  icis. 
of  this  difcretionary  power,  that  rebellions  and  civil 
wars  can  be  prevented.  To  circumfcribe  this 
power,  is  to  deftroy  its  nature  :  Entirely  to  abrogate 
it,  is  impracticable ;  and  the  attempt  itfelf  mufl 
prove  dangerous,  if  not  pernicious  to  the  public. 
The  fupreme  magkrvate,  in  critical  and  turbulent 
times,  will  never,  agreeably  either  to  prudence  or 
duty,  allow  the  (late  to  perilh,  while  there  remains 
a  remedy,  which,  how  irregular  foever,  it  is  (till  in 
his  power  to  apply.  And  if,  moved  by  a  regard  to 
public  good,  he  emplovs  any  exercife  ot  power  con- 
demned by  recent  and  exprefs  ftatute,  how  greedily, 
in  fueh  dangerous  times,  will  factious  leaders  fcize 
this  pretence  of  throwing  on  his  government  the  im- 
putation of  tyranny  and  defpotifm  ?  Were  the  alter*. 
native  quite  necelTarv,  it  were  furely  much  better 
for  human  fociety  to  be  deprived  of  liberty  than  to 
be  destitute  of  government. 

Impartial  rca'eners  will  cenf.  misfubject 

is  not,  on  both  fides,  without  its  difficulties.  Where 
a  general  and  rigid  iaw  is  enacted  againit  arbitrary 
imprifonment,  it  would  appear,  that  government 
cannot,  in  times  of  leditlon  and  faction,  be  conduct- 
ed but  by  temporary  fufpenfions  of  the  law ;  and 
fuch  an  expedient  was  never  thought  of  during  the 
age  of  Charles.  The  meetings  of  parliament  were 
too  precarious,  and  thair  determinations  might  be 
too  dilatory,  to  fcrve  in  cafes  of  urgent  neceffity. 
Nor  was  it  then  conceived,  that  the  king  did  not 
poffefs  of  himfelf  ftifficient  power  for  the  fecurity  and 
protection  of  his  people,  or  that  the  authority  of 
thefe  popular  afiemblie;;  was  ever  to  become  fo  ab- 
folute,  that  the  prince  muft  always  conform  himfelf 
to  it,  and  could  never  have  any  occafion  to  guard 
againft  ibcir  practices,  as  well  as  againfl  thofe  of  his 
other  fubjects. 

Though 
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CHAP.       Though  the  houfe  of  lords  was  not  infenfible  to 

y ~~        the  reafons  urged  in  favour  of  the  pretenfions  of  the 

1628.      commons,    they    deemed   the    arguments    pleaded 
in  favour  of  the  crown  flill  more  cogent  and  con- 
vincing.    That  aifembly  feems,  during  this  whole 
period,    to  have  acted,  in  the  main,    a  reafonable 
and  a  moderate  part ;    and  if  their  bias  inclined  a 
little  too  much,    as  is  natural,  to  the  fide  of  mo- 
narchy, they  were  far  .from  entertaining  any  defign 
of  facrificmg  to  arbitrary  will  the  liberties  and  privi- 
leges of  the  nation.     Afhley,   the  king's  ferjeant, 
having  afTer ted,  in  a  pleading  before  the  peers,  that 
the  kingc"murt  fometimes  govern  by  acts  of  ftate 
3s  well  as  by  law  ;   this  pohtion  gave  fuch  offence, 
that  he  was  immediately  committed  to  prifon,   and 
was  not  releafed  but  upon  his  recantation  and  fub- 
niiffiony.     Being,    however,    afraid  left  the    com- 
mons mould  go  too  far  in  their  projected  petition,  the 
peers  propofed  a  plan  of  one  more  moderate,  which 
they  recommended  to  the  confideration  of  the  other 
houfe.     It  confided  merely  in  a  general  declaration, 
that  the  great  charter,  and  the  fix  flatutes  conceived 
to  be  explanations  of  it,  ftand  flill  in  force,  to  all 
intents  and  purpofes ;   that  in  confequence  of  the 
charter  and  the  itatutes,  and  by  the  tenor  of  the 
ancient  cuftoras  and  laws  of  the  realm,   every  fub- 
jecl    has    a  fundamental    property    in    his    goods, 
and    a  fundamental    liberty  of  his  perfon ;     that 
this  property  and  liberty  are  as  entire  at  prefent  as 
during   any  former  period  of  the  Englifn  govern- 
ment ;  that  in  all  common  cafes,   the  common  law 
ought  to  be  the  ftandard  of  proceedings :   "  And 
"  in  cafe,    that,    for  the  fecurity  of  his  majefty's 
"  perfon,  the  general  fafety  of  his  people,  or  the 
"  peaceable  government  of  the  kingdom,  the  king 
"  mail  find  jull  caufe,  for  reafons  of  ilate,  to  im- 
"  prifon  or  reftrain  any  man's  perfon  ;   he  was  peti- 
"  tioned  p-raciouilv  to  declare,    that,  within  a  con- 

y  Whillockc,  p.  10. 
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"  venient  time,  he  fhall  and  will  exprefs  the  caufe  c  n  a  p, 

"  of  the  commitment  or  reflraint,   either  general 

"  or  fpecial,  and  upon  a  caufe  fo  expreffed,  will      ,6^. 

"  leave  the   prifoner  immediately  to  be  tried  ac- 

"  cording  to  the  common  law  of  the  land z." 

Archbishop  Abbot  was  employed  by  the  lords 
to  recommend,  in  a  conference,  this  plan  of  a 
petition  to  the  houfe  of  commons.  The  prelate,  as 
was,  no  doubt,  forefeen  from  his  known  principles, 
was  not  extremely  urgent  in  his  applications  ;  and 
the  lower  houfe  was  fully  convinced  that  the  ge- 
neral declaratiqns  figniiied  nothing,  and  that  the 
latter  claufe  left  their  liberties  rather  in  a  worfe  con- 
dition than  before.  They  proceeded,  therefore, 
with  great  zeal,  in  framing  the  model  of  a  petition, 
which  mould  contain  expreflions  more  precife,  and 
more  favourable  to  public  freedom. 

The  king  could  eafiiy  fee  the  confequence  of 
thefe  proceedings.  Though  he  had  offered,  at  the 
beginning  of  the  feffion,  to  give  his  confent  to  any 
law  for  the  fecurity  of  the  rights  and  liberties. of 
the  people  ;  he  had  not  expected  that  fuch  inroads 
would  be  made  on  his  prerogative.  In  order, 
therefore,  to  divert  the  commons  from  their  in- 
tention, he  fent  a  meffage,  wherein  he  acknow- 
ledged pad  errors,  and  promifed  that,  hereafter, 
there  mould  be  no  juft  caufe  of  complaint.  And 
he  added,  "  That  the  affairs  of  the  kingdom  prefs 
"  him  fo,  that  he  could  not  continue  the  feffion 
"  above  a  week  or  two  longer :  And  if  the  houfe 
"  be  not  readv,  by  that  time,  to  do  what  is  fit  for 
"  themfeives,  it  fhall  be  their  own  fault  \"  On  a 
fubfequent  occafion,  he  alked  them,  "  Why  de- 
"  mand  explanations,  if  you  doubt  not  the  per- 
"  formance  of  the  flatutes,  according  to  their  true 
"  meaning  ?  Explanations  will  hazard  an  encroach- 

«  S'ate  Tri?.ls,  vol.  vii.  p.  187.    Ruflnvorth,  vol.  i.  p.  546. 
'  State  Trials,  vol.  vii.  p.  193. 
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c  H  A  P.  "'  ment  upon  the  prerogative.     And  it   may  weTl 

( ' (  "  be  laid,  What  need  a  new  law  to  confirm  an  old, 

1628.  "  if  yourepofe  co  iifi  'ence  in  the  declarations'  which 
"  his  majefty  made  to  bdth  faoufesfcf"  The  truth 
is,  the  great  ch  d  the  old  Itatutes  were  furh- 

ciently  clear  in  favqur  of  perfonal  liberty:  But  as 
ail  kings  <  i  had  ever,  in  cafes  of  necefTity 

or  expediency,  1  e'en  accuftomed,  at  intervals,  to 
elude  them  ;  and  as  Charles,  in  a  complication  of 
inftances,  had  lately  violated  them  ;  the  commons 
judged  it  requifite  to  enact  a  new  law,  which' might 
riot  be  eluded  or  violated,  by  any  interpretation, 
■conftructicn,  or  contrary  precedent.  Nor  was  it 
fuincient,  they  thought,  that  the  king  promifed  to 
return  into  the  way  of  his  predeceffors.  His  pre- 
••deceiTors,  in  all  times,  had  enjoyed  too  much  dif- 
cretionary  power;  and  by  his  recent  abufe  of  it, 
the  whole  world  had  reafon  to  fee  the  neceffity  of 
entirely  retrenching  it. 

The  king  full  perfevered  in  his  endeavours  to 
elude  the  petition.  He  fent  a  letter  to  the  houfe 
o,  lords,  in  which  he  went  fo  far  as  to  make  a  par- 
ticular declaration,  £;  That  neither  he  nor  his  privy-. 
**  council  mall  or  will,  at  any  time  hereafter,  com- 
•"  mit  or  command  to  prifon,  or  otherwife  re- 
<c  jfcrain,  any  man  for  not  lending  money,  or  for 
t£  any  other  caufe,  which  in  his  confeience  he 
"  thought  not  to  concern  the  public  good,  and 
"  the  fafety  of  king  and  people."  And  he  far- 
ther declared,  "  That  he  never  would  be  guilty 
"  of  fo  bafe  an  adlion  as  to  pretend  any  caufe, 
4;  of  whofe  truth  he  was  not  fully  fatisfied  C.*J 
■ilci  this  promife,  though  enforced  to  the  com- 
mons by  the  recommendation  of  the  upper  houfe, 
made  no  more  impreiiicn  than  all  the  former  mef- 
Tages. 

b  St.itc  Trials,  vol.  vii.  p.  19(1.     Ruuivrorth,  vol.  i.  p.  556. 
«  State  Trir.ls,  vol.  vii.  p.  157&.     Uuiiiwort^.,  vol.  i.  p.  jco.    Pail. 
Hift.  vol.  viii.  p.  iii. 
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Among  the  other  evafions  of  the  king,  we  may  c  11  A  K 
reckon  the  propofal  of  the  houfe  of  peers,  to  fub- 
join,  to  the  intended  petition  of  right,  the  following  1  l6asj 
claufe :  "  We  humbly  prefent  this  petition  to  your 
"  majefty,  not  only  with  a  care  of  preferving  our 
"  own  liberties,  but  with  due  regard  to  leave  en- 
"  tire  that  fo-vcreigti  power,  with  which  your  ma- 
"  jelly  is  entrufted  for  the  protection,  faicty,  and 
"  happinefs  of  your  people  V  Lcfs  penetration 
than  was  pollened  by  the  leaders  of  the  houfe  of 
commons,  could  ealily  difcover  how  captious  this 
claufe  was,  and  how  much  it  was  calculated  to  elude 
the  whole  force  of  the  petition. 

These  obilacles,  therefore,  being  furmounted, 
the  petition  of  right  palled  the  commons,  and  was 
fent  to  the  upper  houfe0.  The  peers,  who  were 
probably  well  pleafed  in  fecret  that  all  their  felicit- 
ations had  been  eluded  by  the  commons,  quickly 
panned  the  petition  without  any  i  •_..  rial  alteration) 
and  nothing  but  the  royal  ai'fent  vv  :  waiting  to 
give  it  the  force  of  a  law.  The  king  accordingly 
came  to  the  houfe  of  peers  ;  fent  for  m£  commons ; 
and,  being  feated  in  his  chair  of  it;  s,  he  petition 
was  read  to  him.     Great  was  now  tjj ;  : .'iument 

of  all  men.  when,  inflead  of  the  ufual  concife  and 
clear  form,  by  which  a  bill  is  either  conL.med  or 
rejected,  Charles  faid,  in  anfwer  to  the  petition, 
"  The  king  willeth,  that  right  be  done  according 
<s  to  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of  the  realm,  and  that 
"  the  ftatutes  be  put  into  execution  -,  that  his  fub- 
Ci  je.:h  may  have  no  caufe  to  complain  of  any 
"  wrong  or  oppreiiion,  contrary  to  their  jufi  rights 
'.*  and  liberties,  to  the  prefervation  whereof  he  holds 
"  himidf  in  con^a?ence  as  much  obliged  as  of  his 
"  own  prerogative  !," 

<*'  State  Trials,  vol.  vii.  p.  199.  Rujhwdrth,  vol.  i.  p.  561. 
Pari.  lift,  vol.  viii.  p.  116.     Whiticcke,  p.  io.  =  See  note- 

[U]  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  .  f  Slate  Trials,  vol.  vii.  p.  213.. 
Ru&worth,  vol.  i.  p.  590. 
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It  is  furprifing  that  Charles,  who  had  feen  {o 
many  instances  of  the  jealoufy  of  the  commons, 
lfe&  who  had  himfelf  fo  much  roufed  that  jealoufy  by 
his  frequent  evafive  meflages  during  this  feffion,' 
could  imagine  that  they  would  reft  fatisfied  with  an 
anfwer  fo  vague  and  undeterminate.  It  was  evident, 
that  the  unufual  form  alone  of  the  anfwer  mud  ex- 
cite their  attention  ;  that  the  difappointment  muft 
inflame  their  anger  ;  and  that  therefore  it  was  ne- 
cellary,  as  the  petition  feemed  to  bear  hard  on  royal 
prerogative,  to  come  early  to  fome  fixed  refolution, 
either  g^aeefttlly  to  comply  with  it,  or  courageously 
to  reject  it. 

It  happened  as  might  have  been  forefeen.  The 
commons  returned  in  very  ill  humour.  Ufuallv, 
when  in  that  difpofition,  their  zeal  for  religion,  and 
their  enmity  againfl  the  unfortunate  catholics,  ran 
extremely  high.  But  they  had  already,  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  felTion,  prefented  their  petition  of 
religion,  and  had  received  a  fatisfa£tory  anfwer  ; 
though  they  expected  that  the  execution  of  the 
laws  againfl  papifts  would,  for  the  future,  be  no 
more  exact  and  rigid,  than  they  had  hitherto  found 
it.  To  give  vent  to  their  prefent  indignation, 
they  fell  with  their  utmofl  force  on  Dr.  Man- 
waring. 

There  is  nothing  which  tends  more  to  ^fctiiie, 
if  not  to  juftify,  the  extreme  rigour  of  the  commons 
towards  Charles,  than  his  open  encouragement 
and  avowal  of  fuch  general  principles  as  were  alto- 
gether incompatible  with  a  limited  government. 
Manwaring  had  preached  a  fermon,  which  the  com- 
mons found,  upon  enquiry,  to  be  printed  by  fpe- 
cial  command  of  the  king g ;  and,  when  this  fer- 
mon \vo$  looked  into,  it  contained  doctrines  fubver- 
five  of  ail  civil  liberty.  It  taught,  that,  though 
property  was  commonly  lodged  in  the  fubjecl,  yet, 

*  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  viii.  p.  jcfi. 
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whenever    any  exigency  required  fupply,  all  pro-  CHAP, 
perty  was  transferred  to  the  fbvereign ;    that  the  ,J^_»> 
confent  of  parliament  was  not  necefiary  for  the  im-       iOz*. 
pofition  of  taxes  ;  and  that  the  divine  laws  requir- 
ed  compliance  with  every  demand,  how  irregular 
foever,    which  the  prince   mould    make  upon  his 
fubjects h.     For  thefe  doctrines  the  commons  im- 
peached Manwaring.     The   fentence,    pronounced 
upon  him  by  the  peers,  was,  that  he  mould  be  im- 
prifoned  during  the  pleafure  of  the  houfe,  be  fined 
a  thoufand  pounds  to  the  king,  make  fubmiffioii 
and  acknowledgment  of  his  offence,  be  fufpended  ■ 
during  three  years,  be  incapable  of  holding  any  ec- 
clefialtical  dignity  or    fecular  office,   and  that   his 
book  be  called  in  and  burnt '. 

It  may  be  worthy  of  notice,  that  no  fooner  was 
the  feiiion  ended,  than  this  man,  fo  juftly  obnoxious 
to  both  houfes,  received  a  pardon,  and  was  promot- 
ed to  a  living  of  confiderable  value  k.  Some  years 
after,  he  was  raifed  to  the  fee  of  St.  Afaph.  If  the 
republican  fpirit  .of  the  commons  increafed,  beyond 
all  reafonable  bounds,  the  monarchical  fpirit  of  the 
court ;  this  latter,  carried  to  fo  high  a  pitch,  tended 
flill  farther  to  augment  the  former.  And  thus  ex- 
tremes were  every  where  affected,  and  the  juft  me- 
dium was  gradually  deferted  by  all  men. 

From  Manwaring,  the  houfe  of  commons  pro- 
ceeded to  cenfure  the  conduct  of  Buckingham, 
whofe  name  hitherto  they  had  cautiouily  forborn  to 
mention '.  In  vain  did  the  king  fend  them  a  mef- 
fage,  in  which  he  told  them,  that  the  feffion 
was  drawing  near  to  a  conclufion ;  and  defired, 
that  they  would  not  enter  upon  new  bufinefs,  nor 
call  any  afperfions  on  his  government  and  mi- 
niitry  m.     Though  the  court  endeavoured  to  explain 

h  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  585.  594.  Pari.  Hilt.  vol.  viii.  p.  168, 
169,  170,  &c.     Welwood,  p.  44.  i  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  65. 

Pari.  Hift.  vol.  viii.  p.  212.  k  Rufhworth,   vol.  i.  p.  635- 

Whitlocke,  p.  n.  J  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  607.  m  Ibid, 
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CHAP,  and  foften  this  meflage  by  a  fubfequent  meflage n ; 
'  _,  as  Charles  was  apt  haftily  to  correct  any  hafty  flep 
628.  which  he  had  taken;  it  ferved  rather  to  inflame 
than  appeafe  the  commons  :  As  if  the  method  of 
their  proceedings  had  here  been  prefcribed  to  them. 
It  was  forefeen,  that  a  great  Eempeft  was  ready  to 
burfl  en  the  duke ;  and  in  order  "to  divert  it,  the 
king  thought  proper,  upon  a  joint  application  of 
the  iords  and  commons0,  to  endeavour  giving  them 
fatisfaction  with  regard  to  the  petition  of  right.  He 
came  therefore,  to  the  hcufe  of  peers,  and  pronoun- 
cing, the  ufual  form  of  words,  Let  it  be  law  as 
is  defiredj  gave  full  fanction  and  authority  to  the 
petition.  The  acclamations  "with  which  the  houfe 
refounded,  and  the  univerfal  joy  difTuied  over  the 
nation,  mowed  how,  much  this  petition  had  been 
the  objecl  of  all  men's  vows  and  expectations  p. 

It  may  be  affirmed,  without  any  exaggeration, 
that  the  king's  affeiit  to  the  petition  of  right  pro- 
duced fuch  a  change  in  the  government,  as  was 
almoft  equivalent  to  a  revolution ;  and  by  circum- 
fcribing,  in  i'o  many  articles,  the  royal  prerogative, 
gave  additional  fecurity  to  the  liberties  of  the  fub- 
ject.  Yet  were  the  commons  far  from  being  iatif- 
fied  with  this  important  conceilion.  Their  ill  hu- 
mour had  been  fo  much  irritated  by  the  king's  fre- 
quent evafions  and  delays,  that  it  could  not  be 
prefently  appeafed  by  an  aifent,  which  he  allowed 
to  be  fo  reluctantly  extorted  from  him.  Perhaps 
too,  the  popular  leaders,  implacable  and  artful, 
faw  the  opportunity  favourable ;  and  turning  agaiml 
the  king  thole  very  weapons  with  which  he  had  fur- 
niflied  them,  refolved  to  purfue  the  viclory.  The 
bill,  however,  for  five  fubildier.,  wliich  had  been 
i   ::nerly  voted,  immediately  palled  the  houfe,  be- 

n  R'iriliworth,  vol.  i.  p.  610.     Pari.  Hift.  vol.  viii.  p.  T97. 
°i  rpl.  i.     .613.      Journ. 7th  June  i6iS.    Par!.  Iiift 
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taufe  the  granting  of  thatfupply  was,  in  a  manner,  chap. 
tacitly  contracted  for,  upon  the  royal  affent  to  the  i^J^h^j 
petition  ;  and  had  faith  been  here  violated,   no  far-      la- 
ther confidence  could  have  fubfifted  between   king 
and  parliament.     Having  made  this  concefEon,  the 
commons    continued   to  carry  their  fcrutiny   into 
every    part  of  government.       In  fome   particulars 
their  indullry  was  laudable ;  in  fome  it  may  be  li- 
able to  cenfure. 

A  little  after  writs  were  irTued  for  fummoning 
this  parliament,  a  commillion  had  been  granted  to 
fir  Thomas  Coventry,  lord  keeper,  the  earl  of 
Marlborough,  treafurer,  the  earl  of  Manchester, 
prefident  of  the  council,  the  earl  of  Worceff.er, 
privy-feal,  the  duke  of  Buckingham,  high  admiral, 
and  all  the  confiderabie  officers  of  the  crown ;  in 
the  whole,  thirty-three.  By  this  commhTion,  which, 
from  the  number  of  perfons  named  in  it,  could  be 
no  fecret,  the  commifTioners  were  empowered  to 
meet  and  to  concert  among  themfelves  the  methods 
of  .levying  money  by  impofitions,  or  otherwile ; 
Where  form  and  circumftance,  as  expreifed  in  the 
commiffion,  miift  be  etifpenfed  ivith,  rather  than  the 
fubfiance  be  loft  or  hazarded  p.  In  other  words,  this 
was  a  fcheme  for  finding  expedients,  which  might 
raife  the  prerogative  to  the  greateft  height,  afld 
render  parliaments  entirely  ufelefs.  The  commons 
applied  for  cancelling  the  commiffion  <: ;  and  were, 
no  doubt,  defirous  that  all  the  world  mould  con- 
clude the  king's  principles  to  be  extremely  arbi- 
trary, and  mould  obferve  what  little  regard  he  was 
difpofed  to  pay  to  the  liberties  and  privileges  of  his 
people. 

A  commission  had  likewife  been  granted,  and 
fome  money  remitted,  in  order  to  raife  a  thoufand 
German  horfe,  and  tranfport  them  into  England. 

p  R-ufh.  vol.  3.  p.  614.    Parl.Hlft.  vol.  viii.  p.  3J4. 
q  Joum.  13  June  i6;8. 
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H  A  P.  1  \iclc  were  fuppofed  to  be  levied,  in  order  to  fur- 
port  the  projected  impofitions  or  excifes ;.  though 

id*.  the  number  feerns  infufficient  for  fuch  a  purpofe  r. 
The  houfe  took  notice  of  this  defign  in  fevere 
terms  :  And  no  meafure,  fiirely,  could  be  projected 
more  generally  odious  to  the  whole  nation.  It  rauft,. 
however,  be  confefled,  that  the  king  v.  as  fo  far  right, 
that  he  had  now  at  laft  fallen  on  the  only  effectual 
method  for  fupporting  his  prerogative.  But  at  the 
fame  time  he  mould  have  been  fenfible  that,  till 
provided  with  a  fufficient  military  force,  ail  his  at- 
tempts, in  oppontion  to  the  rifing  fpirit  of  the  na- 
tion, mud,  in  the  end,  prove  wholly  fruitlefs  ;  and 
that  the  higher  he  fcrewed  up  the  fprings  of  govern- 
ment, while  he  had  [o  little  real  power  to  retain  them 
in  that  forced  fituation,  with  more  fatal  violence 
inuit  they  fly  out,  when  any  accident  occurred  tore- 
ftore  them  to  their  natural  action. 

The  commons  next  refumed  their  cenfure  cf 
Buckingham's  conduct  and  behaviour,  againft  whom 
they  were  implacable.  They  agreed  to  prefent  a 
remonftrance  to  the  king,  in  which  they  recapitu- 
lated all  national  grievances  and  misfortunes,  and 
omitted  no  circumftance  which  could  render  the 
whole  adminiftration  defpicable  and  odious.  The 
compofitions  with  catholics,  they  faid,  amounted  to 
no  iefs  than  a  toleration,  hateful  to  God,  full  of  dis- 
honour and  difprofit  to  his  majefty,  and  of  extreme 
icandal  and  grief  to  his  good  people  :  They  took 
notice  of  the  violations  of  liberty  above  mentioned, 
againft  which  the  petition  of  right  feems  to  have 
provided  a  fufficient  remedy  :  They  mentioned  the 
decay  of  trade,  the  unfuccefsful  expeditions  to  Ca- 
diz and  the  iile  of  Rhe,  the  encouragement  given 
to  Arminians,  the  commifiion  for  tranfporting  Ger- 
man hone,  that  for  levying  illegal  impofitions ; 
and  all  thefe  grievances  they-  afcribed  folely  to  the 
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ill-conduct  of  the  duke   of  Buckingham  *.     This  CHAP, 
remonitrance  was,  perhaps,  not  the  lefs  provoking  l~^j 

to  Charles,  becaufe,  joined  to  the  extreme  acri-  16=8. 
mony  of  the  fubject,  there  were  preferved  in  it,  as 
in  moft  of  the  remonflrances  of  that  age,  an  affect- 
ed civility  and  fubmiilion  in  the  language.  And  as 
it  was  the  firft  return  which  he  met  with  for  his  late 
beneficial  conceffions,  and  for  his  facrifices  of  pre- 
rogative, thegreatefl  by  far  ever  made  by  an  Eng- 
lish fovereign,  nothing  could  be  more  the  object  of 
juft  and  natural  indignation. 

It  was  not  without  good  grounds  that  the  com- 
mons were  fo  fierce  and  afiuming.  Though  they 
had  already  granted  the  king  the  fupply  of  five  fub- 
fidies,  they  ft il I  retained  a  pledge  in  their  hands^ 
which  thev  thought  enfured  them  fuccefs  in  all  their 
applications.  Tonnage  and  poundage  had  not  yet 
been  granted  by  parliament ;  and  the  commons  had 
artfully,  this  fefhon,  concealed  their  intention  of  in- 
vading that  branch  of  revenue,  till  the  royal  affent 
had  been  obtained  to  the  petition  of  right,  which 
they  juftly  deemed  of  fuch  importance.  They  then 
openly  afferted,  that  the  levying  of  tonnage  and 
poundage  without  confent  of  parliament,  was  a  pal- 
pable violation  of  the  ancient  liberties  of  the  peo- 
ple, and  an  open  infringement  of  the  petition  of 
right,  fo  lately  granted  \.  The  king,  in  order  to  P'oroga- 
prevent  the  rimming  and  prefenting  of  this  remon-  26th  June. 
f trance,  came  fuddenly  to  the  parliament,  and  ended 
this  fefiion  by  a  pi  orogation  ,J. 

Being  freed  for  fome  time  from  the  embaraf- 
ment  of  this  aiiembiy,  Charles  began  to  look  to- 
wards foreign  wars,  where  all  his  efforts  were  equally 
unfuccefsful,  as  in  his  domeflic  government.  The 
earl   of  Denbigh,  brother-in-law  to  Buckingham, 

'  Rnfh.  vol.  1.  p  619.    P»rl.  Hift.  vol   yjii  p.  2  to,  1 20,  &c. 
'•  Rulh.  vol.  1".  p.  62S.    Journ.  18,  30  June  16;?. 
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chap,  was  difpatched  to  the  relief  of  Rochelle,  now/clofel  f 
L|'  befieged  by  land,  and  threatened  with  a  blockade 
ioj.'d.  by  fea  :  But  he  returned  without  effecting  any  thing; 
and  having  declined  to  attack  the  enemy's  fleet,  he 
brought  on  the  Englifh' arms  the  imputation  either 
of  cowardice  or  ill-conduct.  In  order  to  repair  this 
difhonour,  the  duke  went  to  Portfmouth,  where  he 
had  prepared  a  confiderable  fleet  and  army,  on  which 
all  the  iubfidies  given  by  parliament  had  been  ex- 
pended. This  fupply  had  very  much  difappointed 
the  king's  expectations.  The  fame  mutinous  fpirit 
which  prevailed  in  the  houfe  of  commons,  had  dif- 
fufed  itfelf  over  the  nation  ;  and  the  commifhoners 
appointed  for  making  the  affeflments,  had  connived 
at  all  frauds,  which  might  ciminiih  the  fupply,  and 
reduce  the  crown  to  flill  greater  neceffkies.  This 
national,  difcontent,  communicated  to  a  defperate 
enthufiaft,  foon  broke  out  in  an  event,  which  may 
be  confidered  as  remarkable. 

There  was  one  Felton,  of  a  good  family,  but  of 
an  ardent,  melancholic  temper,  who  had  ferved  un- 
der the  duke  in  the  ftation  of  lieutenant.  His  cap- 
tain bein?  killed  iri  the  retreat  at  the  ifle  of  Rhe, 
'Felton  had  applied  for  the  company  ;  and  when 
difappointed,  he  threw  up  his  commlihon,  and  re- 
tired in  difccntent  from  the  army.  While  private 
refentment  was  boiling  in  his  fallen,  unfociable 
mind,  he  heard  the  nation  refound  with  complaints 
againft  the  duke  ;  and  he  met  with  the  remonftrance 
of  the  commons,  in  which  his  enemy  was  reprefented 
as  the  caufe  of  every  national  grievance,  and  as 
the  great  enemy  of  the  public.  Religious  fanaticifm 
farther  in fl a  rued  thefe  vindictive  reflections  ;  and  he 
fancied  that  he  Ihould  do  heaven  acceptable  fervice-, 
if,  at  one  blow,  he  dispatched  this  dangerous  foe  t9 
religion  and  to  his  country  w.  Full  of  thefe  dark 
views  he  fecretly  arrived  at  Portfmouth,  at  the  fame 
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-time  with  the  duke,  and  watched  for  an  opportunity  CHAP- 
of  effecting  his  bloody  purpofe.  ^  ~  '     , 

Buckingham  had  been  engaged  in  converfation      1628. 
with   Soubize  and  other  French  gentlemen;  and  a  -3'^Aus- 
difference  of  fentiment  having  arifen,  the  difpute, 
though  conducted  with  temper  and  decency,  had 
produced  fome  of  thofe  vehement  gefticulations  and 
lively  exertions  of  voice,  in  which  that  nation,  more 
than   the  Englifh,  are  apt   to  indulge    themfclves. 
The  converfation  being  finiihed,  the  duke  drew  to- 
wards the  door  ;   and  in  that  paifage,  turning  him- 
fclf  to  fpeak  to  fir  Thomas  Fryar,  a  colonel  in  the 
army,  he  was,  on  the  fudden,  over  fir  Thomas's 
ihculder,    (truck  upon  the    bread    with    a    knife. 
Without  uttering  other  words  than   The  villain  has  Denth  of 
killed  we:     in    the  fame  moment  pulling  out  the  hamkins" 
knife,  be  breathed  his  lair. 

No  man  had  feen  the  blow,  nor  the  perfon  who 
gave  it ;  but  in  the  confufion,  every  one  made  his 
-own  conjecture;  and  all  agreed  that  the  murder 
had  been  committed  by  the  French  gentlemen,  whofe 
angry  'tone  of  voice  had  been  heard,  while  their 
words  had  not  been  understood  by  the  bydanders. 
In  the  hurry  of  revenge,  they  had  inllantly  been  put 
to  death,  had  they  not  been  faved  by  fome  of  more 
-  temper  and  judgment,  who,  though  they  had  the 
fame  opinion  of  their  guilt,  thought  proper  to  re- 
fer ve  them  for  a  judicial  trial  and  examination. 

Near  the  door  there  was  found  a  hat,  in  die  in- 
fide  of  which  was  fewed  a  paper,  containing  four  or 
five  lines  of  that  remonflrance  of  the  commons, 
which  declared  Buckingham  an  enemy  to  the  king- 
dom ;  and  under  thefe  lines  was  a  mort  ejaculation, 
cr  attempt  towards  a  prayer.  It  was  eafily  con- 
cluded that  this"  hat  belonged  to  the  aiTaihn:  But 
ihe  difficulty  (till  remained,  ]Yly,  that  perfon  fic::!d 
be?  For  the  writing  difcovered  not  the  name  ;  and 
whoever  he  was,  it  was  natural  to  believe  that  he 
S  3  had 
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CHAP,  had  already  fled  far  enough  not  to  be  found  without 

L  ™-  ^  a  hat. 

1628.  In   this  hurry,  a  man  without  a  hat  was  feen 

walking  very  compofedly  before  the  door.  One 
crying  out,  Here  is  the  fellow  who  killed  the  duke  ; 
every  body  ran  to  afk,  Which  is  he  ?  The  man  very 
fedately  anfwered,  /  am  he.  The  more  furious  im- 
mediately ruined  upon  him  with  drawn  fwords : 
Others,  more  deliberate,  defended  and  prote&ed 
him :  He  himfelf,  with  open  arms,  calmly  and 
cheerfully  expofed  his  bread  to  the  fwords  of  the 
mcfr  enraged  ;  being  willing  to  fall  a  fudden  facri- 
fice  to  their  anger,  rather  than  be  referved  for  that 
public  juilice  which,  he  knew,  muft  be  executed 
upon  him. 

He  was  now  known  to  be  that  Felton  who  had 
ferved  in  the  army.  Being  carried  into  a  private 
room,  it  was  thought  proper  fo  far  to  diflemble  as 
to  tell  him,  that  Buckingham  was  only  grievouily 
wounded,  but  not  without  hopes  of  recovery.  Fel- 
ton  fmiled,  and  told  them,  that  the  duke,  he  knew 
full  well,  had  received  a  blow  which  had  terminated 
all  their  hopes.  When  afced,  at  whofe  mitigation 
he  had  performed  that  horrid  deed  ?  he  replied, 
that  they  needed  not  to  trouble  themfelves  in  that 
inquiry  ;  that  no  man  living  had  credit  enough  with 
him  to  have  difpofed  him  to  fuch  an  action  ;  that 
he  had  not  even  entrufted  his  purpofe  to  any 
one ;  that  the  refolution  proceeded  only  from  him- 
felf, and  the  impulfe  of  his  own  confeience ;  and 
that  his  motives  would  appear,  if  his  hat  were 
found  :  For  that,  believing  he  mould  perifh  in  the 
attempt,  he  had  there  taken  care  to  explain 
them  "x. 

When  the  king  was  informed  of  this  aflaffination, 
he  received  the  news  in  public  with  an  unmoved  and 

x  Clarendon,  vol.  i,  p.  37,  38. 
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xmdiilurbcd  countenance  ;  and   the  courtiers,  who  CHAP- 

ftudied  his  looks,  concluded,  that  fecretly  he  was  not  <^J' > 

difpleaied  to  be  rid  of  a  minifterfo  generally  odious  xfatf. 
to  the  nation  y.  But  Charleses  command  of  hira- 
felf  proceeded  entirely  from  the  gravity  and  ccm- 
pofure  of  his  temper.  lie  was  itill,  as  much  as 
ever,  attached  to  his  favourite  j  and,  duririg  his 
whole  life,  he  retained  an  aifection  for  Buckingham's 
friends,  and  a  prejudice  againlr.  his  enemies.  He 
urged  too,  that  Felton  mould  be  put  to  the  queftion, 
in  order  to  extort  from  him  a  difcovery  of  his  ac- 
complices :  But  the  judges  declared,  that  though 
that  practice  had  formerly  been  very  ufual,  it  was 
altogether  illegal.  So  much  more  exact  reafoners, 
with  regard  to  law,  had  they  become,  from  the 
jealous  fcruples  of  the  houfe  of  commons. 

Meanwhile  the  diflrefsof  Rochelle  had  rifeii  to 
the  utnioft  extremity.  1  hat  vail  genius  of  Riche- 
lieu, which  made  him  form  the  greater!  enterprifes, 
led  him  to  attempt  their  execution  by  means  equally 
great  and  extraordinary.  In  order  to  deprive  Ro- 
chelle  of  all  fuccour,  he  had  dared  to  project  the 
throwing  acrofs  the  harbour  a  mole  of  a  mile's  ex- 
tent in  that  boifterous  ocean  ;  and  having  executed 
his  project,  he  now  held  the  town  clofely  blockaded 
on  all  fides.  The  inhabitants,  though  preffed  with 
the  greater!,  rigours  of  famine,  ftill  refufed  to  fub- 
mit ;  being  fupported,  partly  by  the  lectures  of 
their  zealous  preachers,  partly  by  the  daily  hopes  of 
relief  from  England.  After  Buckingham's  death, 
the  command  of  the  fleet  and  army  was  conferred 
on  the  earl  of  Lindefey  ;  who,  arriving  before  Ro- 
cheile,  made  fome  attempts  to  break  through  the 
mole,  and  force  his  way  into  the  harbour  :  But  by 
the  delays  of  the  Englifh,  that  work  was  now  fully 
frnifhed  and  fortified ;   and  the  Rochellers,  finding  18th  Oft. 

y  Warwick,  p.  34. 
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their  laft  hopes  to  fail  them,  were  reduced  to  fur- 
render  at  difcretion,  even  in  fight  of  the  Englim 
"T^iT"  admiral.  Of  fifteen  thoufand  perfons  fliut  up  in 
the  city,  four  thoufand  alone  furvived  the  fatigues 
and  famine  which  they  had  undergone z. 

This  was  the  firft  neceffary  flep  towavds  the  pro- 
fperity  of  France.  Foreign  enemies,  as  well  as  do- 
meftic  factions,  being  deprived  of  this  refource,  that 
kingdom  began  now  to  ihine  forth  in  its  full  fplen- 
dour.  By  a  fteady  profecution  of  wife  plans  both 
of  war  and  policy,  it  gradually  gained  an  afcendant 
over  the  rival  power  of  Spain ;  and  every  order  of 
the  ftate,  and  every  feci,  were  reduced  to  pay  fub- 
miffion  to  the  lawful  authority  of  the  fovereign. 
The  victory,  however,  over  the  hugonots,  was  at 
tint  pumed  by  the  French  king  with  great  modera- 
tion. A  toleration  was  ftill  continued  to  them  ; 
the  only  avowed  and  open  toleration  which,  at  that 
time,  was  granted  in  any  European  kingdom. 

The  failure  of  an  enterprife,  in  which  the  Englim 
nation,  from  religious  fympathy,  fo  much  intereiied 
themfelves,  could  not  but  diminkn  the  king's  au- 
thority in  the  parliament  during  the  approaching 
h  J?"*  feilion  :  But  the  commons,  when  aifembled,  found 
r  ny  other  caufes  of  complaint.  Buckingham's 
conduct  and  character  with  fome  had  afforded  a 
reafon,  with  others  a  pretence,  for  difcontent  againil 
public  meafures:  But  after  his  death, there  wantednot 
new  reafons  and  new  pretences  for  general  diiiatif- 
faclion.  Manwaring's  pardon  and  promotion  were 
.  n  notice  of:  SibthorpeandCoiins,twoclergymen, 
who,  for  like  reafons,  were  no  lefs  obnoxious  to  the 
commons,  had  met  with  like  favour  from  the  king  : 
Montague,  who  had  been  cenfured  for  moderation 
towards  the  catholics,  the  greateft  of  crimes,  had  been 
created  bifhop  of  Chicheiter.  They  found,  Hkewife* 
upon  inquiry,  that  all  the  copies  of  the  petition  of 

»  Rufli.  vol.  i.  p.  636. 
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right,  which  were   difperfed,    had,  by  the  king's  chap. 
orders,  annexed  to  them  the  firft  anfwer,  which  had   .J^1' 
given  fo  little  fatisfa&ion  to  the  commons  \     An      l6x,Jm 
expedient  by  which   Charles  endeavoured  to  per- 
fuade  the  people  that  he  had  nowife  receded  from 
his  former  claims  and  pretenlions,  particularly  with 
regard  to  the  levying  of  tonnage  and  poundage.  Sel- 
den  alfo  complained  in  the  houfe,  that  one  Savage, 
contrary  to  the  petition  of  right,  had  been  punimed 
with  the  lofs  of  his  ears,  by  a  difcretionary  or  arbi- 
trary fentence  of  the  ftar-chamber  h.     So  apt  were 
they,  on  their  part,  to  ftretch  the  petition  into  fuch 
confequences  as  might  deprive  the  crown  of  powers 
which,    from   immemorial  cuftom,    were  fuppofed 
inherent  in  it. 

But  the  great  article  on  which  the  houfe  .of  com-  Tonnage 
mons  broke  with  the  king,  and  which  finally  created  and 
in  Charles  a  difguft  to  all  parliaments,  was   their      tn  a6e* 
claim  with  regard  to  tonnage  and  poundage.     On 
this  occasion,  therefore,  it  is  necelfary  to  give  an 
account  of  the  controverfy. 

The  duty  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  in  more 
ancient  times,  had  been  commonly  a  temporary 
grant  of  parliament ;  but  it  had  been  conferred  on 
Henry  V.  and  all  the  fucceeding  princes,  during 
life,  in  order  to  enable  them  to  maintain  a  naval 
force  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom.  The  necef- 
fity  of  levying  this  duty  had  been  fo  apparent,  that 
each  king  had  ever  claimed  it  from  the  moment  of 
his  acceilion  ;  and  the  firft  parliament  of  each  reign 
had  ufually,  by  vote,  conferred  on  the  prince  what 
they  found  him  already  in  pofiemon  of.  Agreeably 
to  the  inaccurate  genius  of  the  old  conftitution,  this 
abufe,  however  confiderable,  had  never  been  per- 
ceived nor  remedied  ;  though  nothing  could  have 
been  eauer  than  for   the  parliament  to  have  pre- 

a  State  Trials,  vol.  vii.  p.  216.     Ruih.  vol.  i.  p.  64^. 
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c  H  A  P.  vented  it c.  By  granting  this  duty  to  each  prince, 
'  ,  during  his  own  life,  and,  for  a  year  after  his  de- 
1029.  mite,  to  the  fuccefibr,  all  inconveniencies  had  been 
obviated ;  and  yet  the  duty  had  never  for  a  mo- 
ment been  levied  without  proper  authority.  But 
contrivances  of  that  nature  were  not  thought  oi 
during  thofe  rude  ages :  And  as  fo  complicated  and 
jealous  a  government  as  the  Englifh  cannot  fubfilt 
without  many  fuch  refinements  ;  it  is  eafy  to  fee 
how  favourable  every  inaccuracy  mufl  formerly 
have  proved  to  royal  authority,  which  on  all  emer- 
gencies was  obliged  to  fupply,  by  difcretionary 
power,  the  great  deliciency  of  the  laws. 

The  parliament  did  not  grant  the  duty  of  ton- 
nage and  poundage  to  Henry  VIII.  till  the  fixth  of 
his  reign  :  Yet  this  prince,  who  had  not  then  raifed 
his  power  to  its  greateit  height,  continued,  during 
that  whole  time,  to  levy  the  impofition :  The  par- 
liament, in  their  very  grant,  blame  the  merchants 
who  had  neglected  to  make  payment  to  the  crown ; 
and  though  one  exprefiion  of  that  bill  may  feem 
ambiguous,  they  employ  the  plained  terms  in  call- 
ing tonnage  and  poundage  the  king's  due,  even 
before  that  duty  was  conferred  on  him  by  parlia- 
mentary authority d.  Four  reigns,  and  above  a 
whole  century,  had  fince  elapfed  ;  and  this  revenue 
had  ftill  been  levied  before  it  was  voted  by  parlia- 
ment. So  long  had  the  inaccuracy  continued,  with- 
out being  remarked  or  corrected. 

During  that  moit  interval  which  pafied  between 
Charles's  acceliicn  and  his  firft  parliament,  he  had 
followed  the  example  of  his  predeceflbrs  ;  and  no 
fault  was  found  with  his  conduct  in  this  particular. 
But  what  was  moit  remarkable  in  the  proceedings 
of  that  houfe  of  commons,  and  what  proved  be- 
yond controverfy  that  they  had  ferioufly  formed  a 
plan  for  reducing  their  prince  to  fubjection,  was, 

c  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  viii.  p.  339,  340. 
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that  inftead  of  granting  this  fupply  during  the  king's  chap. 
life-time,  as  it  had  been  enjoyed  by  all  his  imme-   ^J^L, 
diate  predecefibrs,  they  voted  it  only  for  a  year ;      ^29. 
and,  after  that  mould  be  elapfed,  referred  to  them- 
felves  the  power  of  renewing  or  refufing  the  fame 
conceffion  .     But  the  houfe  of  peers,  who  faw  that 
this  duty  was  now  become  more  neceifary  than  ever 
to  fupply  the  growing  neceffities  of  the  crown,  and 
who  did  not  approve  of  this  encroaching  fpirit  in 
the  commons, "rejected  the  bill ;  and  the  diifolution 
of  that  parliament  followed  fo  foon  after,  that  no 
attempt  feems   to    have  been  made  for   obtaining 
tonnage  and  poundage  in  any  other  form  f. 

Charles,  meanwhile,  continued  ftill  to  levy 
this  duty  by  his  own  authority  ;  and  the  nation  was 
fo  accuftomed  to  that  exertion  of  royal  power,  that 
no  fcruple  was  at  firft  entertained  of  fubmitting  to 
it.  But  the  fucceeding  parliament  excited  doubts 
in  every  one.  The  commons  took  there  fome  fteps 
towards  declaring  it  illegal  to  levy  tonnage  and 
poundage  without  confent  of  parliament ;  and  they 
openly  mowed  their  intention  of  employing  this  en- 
gine, in  order  to  extort  from  the  crown  conceffions 
of  the  mofl  important  nature.  But  Charles  was  not 
yet  fufficiently  tamed  to  compliance ;  and  the  ab- 
rupt diifolution  of  that  parliament,  as  above  related, 
put  an  end,  for  the  time,  to  their  farther  preten- 
fions. 

The  following  interval  between  the  fecond  and 
third  parliament,  was  diftinguifhed  by  fo  many  ex- 
ertions of  prerogative,  that  men  had  little  leifure  to 
attend  to  the  affair  of  tonnage  and  poundage,  where 
the  abufe  of  power  in  the  crown  might  feem  to  be 
of  a  more  difputable  nature.  But  after  the  com- 
mons, during  the  precedent  feffion,  had  remedied 
all  thefe  grievances  by  means  of  their  petition  of 
right,  which  they  deemed  fo  neceifary ;  they  after- 

e  Journ.  5  July  1615. 

f  See  note  [X]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

wards 


268  HISTORY   OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 

wards  proceeded  to  take  the  matter  into  confidera- 
tion,  and  thcv  fljtowed  the  fame  intention  as  formerly, 
<6aZ  of  exacting  in  return  for  the  grant  of  this  revenue, 
very  large  compliances  on  the  part  of  the  crown. 
Their  hidden  prorogation  prevented  them  from 
bringing  their  pretentions  to  a  full  conclufion. 

When  Charles  opened  this  feffion0  he  had  fore- 
feen,  that  the  fame  controverfy  would  arife  ;  and  he 
therefore  took  care,  very  early,  among  many  mild 
and  reconciling  expreflions,  to  inform  the  com- 
mons, "  That  he  had  not  taken  thefe  duties  as  ap- 
"  pertaining  to  his  hereditary  prerogative  ;  but  that 
"  it  ever  was,  and  flill  is,  his  meaning  to  enjoy 
*>'  them  as  a  gift  of  his  people  :  And  that,  if  he  had 
"  hitherto  levied  tonnaee  and  poundage,  he  pre- 
"  tended  to  juflify  himfelf  only  by  the  neceffity  of 
■"  fo  doing,  not  by  any  right  which  he  arTurned?." 
This  concefiion,  which  probably  arofe  from  the 
king's  moderate  temper,  now  freed  from  the  im- 
pulse of  Buckingham's  violent  counfels,  might 
have  fatisfied  the  commons,  had  they  entertained 
no  other  view  than  that  of  afcertaining  their  own 
powers  a'nd  privileges.  But  they  carried  their  pre- 
'tenfions  much  higher.  They  infilled,  as  a  necef- 
fafy  preliminary,  that  the  king  fhould  once  entirely 
defift  from  levying  thefe  duties ;  after  which,  they 
were  to  take  it  into  confideration,  hew  far  they 
would  reftore  him  to  the  polftiffion  of  a  revenue,  of 
which  he  had  clearly  diverted  himfelf.  But,  be- 
iides  that  this  extreme  rigour  had  never  been  exer- 
cifed  towards  any  of  his  predeceiTors,  and  many 
obvious  inconveniencies  mull  follow  from  the  inter- 
mifiion  of  the  culloms  ;  there  were  other  reafons 
which  deterred  Charles  from  complying  with  fo 
.  d  a  condition.  It  was  probable  that  the  com- 
mons might  renew  their  former  project  of  making 
tiiis  revenue  only  temporary,  and  thereby  reducing 
their  pridce  to  perpetual  dependence  j  they  certainly 

i 
f  R Li fli worth,  vol.  i.  p.  644.    Pari.  Hill.  vol.  viii.  p.  256.  J46. 
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Id  cut  off  the  new  impofitions  which  Mary  and  c  H  A  P. 
Elizabeth,    but  efpecially   James,    had  levied,  and  L  _  '_  _, 
which  formed  no  defpicable  part  of  the  public  reve-       1625. 
nue ;  and  they  openly  declared,  that   they   had  at 
prefent  many  important    pretenfions,    chieuy  with 
regard  to  religion  ;  and  if  compliance  were  refufed,. 
no  fupply  mult  be  expe&ed  from  the  commons. 

It  is  eafy  to  fee  in  what  an  inextricable  labyrinth 
Charles  was  now  involved.  By  his  own  concefhons, 
by  the  general  principles  of  the  Englim  govern- 
ment, and  by  the  form  of  every  bill  which  had 
granted  this  duty,  tonnage  and  poundage  was  de- 
rived entirely  from  the  free  gift  of  the  people  ;  and, 
confequently,  might  be  withdrawn  at  their  pleafure, 
If  unreafonable  in  their  refufai,  they  ftill  refufed  no- 
thing but  what  was  their  own.  If  public  necefiity 
required  this  fupply,  it  might  be  thought  alfo  to  re- 
quire the  king's  compliance  with  thofe  condition  3 
which  were  the  price  of  obtaining  it.  Though  the 
motive  for  granting  it  had  been  the  enabling  of  the 
king  to  guard  the  leas  ;  it  did  not  follow,  that  be- 
caule  he  guarded  the  feas,  he  wac  therefore  entitled 
to  this  revenue,  without  farther  formality  :  Since 
the  people  had  icill  referred  to  themJelves  the  right 
of  judging  how  far  that  fervice  merited  fuch  a  fup- 
ply. But  Charles,  notwithstanding  his  public  declar- 
n,  was  far  from  affenting  to  this  conclufion  in  its 
full  extent.  The  plain  confequence,  he  law,  of  all 
thefe  rigours,  and  refinements,  and  inferences,  was, 
that  he,  without  any  public  necefiity,  and  without  any 
fault  of  his  own,  mull,  of  a  fudden,  even  from  his 
aeceMion,  become  a  magiibrate  of  a  very  different 
nature  from  any  of  his  predeceflbrs,  and  muff  fall 
into  a  total  dependence  on  fubjects  over  whom  for- 
Jreciaily  thole  immediately  preceding, 
had  exercifed  an  authority  almoft  unlimited.  En- 
:ed  in  a  chain  of  coniequences  which  he  could 
not  eafily  break,  he  was  inclined  to  go  higher,  and 
rather  deny  the  firft  principle,  than  admit  of  con- 
cluiions  which  to  him  appeared  fo  abfurd  and  un- 
reafonable. 
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reafonable.  Agreeably  to  the  ideas  hitherto  enter- 
tained both  by  natives  and  foreigners,  the  monarch 
he  efteemed  the  effence  and  foul  of  the  Englifh  go- 
vernment ;  and  whatever  other  power  pretended  to 
annihilate,  or  even  abridge,  the  royal  authority,  mufl 
neceffarily,  he  thought,  either  in  its  nature  or  ex- 
ercife,  be  deemed  no  better  than  an  ufurpation. 
Willing  to  preferve  the  ancient  harmony  of  the  con- 
ftitution,  he  had  ever  intended  to  comply,  as  far  as 
he  eafily  could,  with  the  ancient  forms  of  admi- 
niftration:  But  when  thefe  forms  appeared  to  him, 
by  the  inveterate  obftinacy  of  the  commons,  to 
have  no  other  tendency  than  to  diflurb  that  har- 
mony, and  to  introduce  a  new  conftitution ;  he 
concluded,  that  in  this  violent  fituation,  what  was 
fubordinate  mufl  neceffarily  yield  to  what  was  prin- 
cipal, and  the  privileges  of  the  people,  for  a  time, 
give  place  to  royal  prerogative.  From  the  rank  of 
a  monarch,  to  be  degraded  into  a  Have  of  his  info- 
lent,  ungrateful  fubjects,  feemed,  of  all  indignities, 
the  greatefl ;  and  nothing,  in  his  judgment,  could 
exceed  the  humiliation  attending  fuch  a  flate,  but 
fhe  meannefs  of  tamely  fubmitting  to  it,  without 
making  fome  efforts  to  preferve  the  authority  trans- 
mitted to  him  by  his  predeceifors. 

Though  thefe  were  the  king's  reflections  and 
refolutions  before  the  parliament  affembled,  he  did 
not  immediately  break  with  them,  upon  their  delay 
In  voting  him  this  fupply.  He  thought  that  he 
could  better  juftify  any  ftrong  meafure  which  he 
might  afterwards  be  obliged  to  take,  if  he  allowed 

o  c>  * 

them  to  carry  to  the  ufcmeft  extremities  their  attacks 
upon  his  government  and  prerogative  ''.  He  con- 
tented himfelf,  for  the  prefent,  with  Soliciting  the 
houfe  by  meilages  and  fpeeches.  But  the  com- 
mons, inftead  of  hearkening  to  Jiis  felicitations, 
proceeded  to  carry  their  fern  tiny  into  his  manage- 
ment of  religion',  which  was  the  only  grievance  to 

ii  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  642. 

•  Idem,  ibid.  p.  651.    W'hitloeke,  p.  i%. 
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which,  in  their  opinion,  they  had  not  as  yet,  by  chap. 
their  petition  of  right,  applied  a  fufficient  remedy.     t     _  •   ^ 

It  was  not  poflible  that  this  century,  fo  fertile  in  1629. 
religious  feels  and  difputes,  could  efcape  the  contro-  A™»»- 
verly  concerning  fatalifm  and  free-will,  which,  be- 
ing ftrongly  interwoven  both  with  philofophy  and 
theology,  had,  in  all  ages,  thrown  every  fchool  and 
every  church  into  fuch  inextricable  doubt  and  per- 
plexity. The  nrfl  reformers  in  England,  as  in 
other  European  countries,  had  embraced  the  mod 
rigid  tenets  of  predeftination  and  abfolute  decrees, 
and  had  compofed,  upon  that  fyftem,  all  the  arti- 
cles of  their  religious  creed.  But  thefe  principles 
having  met  with  oppofition  from  Arminius  and  his 
feetaries,  the  controverfy  was  foon  brought  into  this 
ifland,  and  began  here  to  diffufe  itfelf.  The  Ar- 
minians,  finding  more  encouragement  from  the 
fuperilitious  fpirit  of  the  church  than  from  the  fana- 
ticilm  of  the  puritans,  gradually  incorporated  them- 
felves  with  the  former  ;  and  fome  of  that  feet,  by 
the  indulgence  of  James  and  Charles,  had  attained 
the  higheit  preferments  in  the  hierarchy.  But  their 
fuccefs  with  the  public  had  not  been  altogether  an- 
fwerable  to  that  which  they  met  with  in  the  church 
and  the  court.  Throughout  the  nation,  they  {till 
lay  under  the  reproach  of  innovation  and  herefy. 
The  commons  now  levelled  againfl  them  their  for- 
midable cenfures,  and  made  them  the  objects  of 
daily  invective  and  declamation.  Their  protectors 
were  ftigmatifed  ;  their  tenets  canvafied  ;  their  views 
reprefented  as  dangerous  and  pernicious.  To'  im- 
partial fpectators  furely,  if  any  fuch  had  been  at 
that  time  in  England,  it  mult  have  given  great  en- 
tertainment, to  fee  a  popular  aifembly,  inflamed 
with  faction  and  enthunafrn,  pretend  to  difcufs 
queftions  to  which  the  greatelt  philofophers,  in  the 
tranquillity  of  retreat,  had  never  hitherto  been  able 
to  find  any  fatisfactory  folution. 

Amidst 
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Amidst  that  complication  of  disputes  in  which 
men  were  then  involved,  we  may  obferve,  that  the 
"76^9!  appellation  puritan  Hood  for  three  parties,  which, 
though  commonly  united,  were  yet  actuated  by  very 
different  views  and  motives.  There  were  the  poli- 
tical puritans,  who  maintained  the  higheft  principles 
of"  civil  liberty  ;  the  puritans  in  difcipline,  who  were 
averfe  to  the  ceremonies  and  epifecpal  government 
of  the  church  -r  and  the  doctrinal  puritans,  who 
rigidly  defended  the  fpeculative  fyltem  of  the  firft 
reformers.  In  oppofition  to  all  thefe,  flood  the 
court  party,  the  hierarchy,  and  the  Arminians  ;  only 
with  this  diflinction,  that  the  latter  feet,  being  in- 
troduced a  few  years  before,  did  not,  as  yet,  com- 
prehend all  thofe  who  were  favourable  to  the  church 
and  to  monarchy.  But,  as  the  controverfies  on 
every  fubject  grew  daily  warmer,  men  united  them- 
felves  more  intimately  with  their  friends,  and  fepa- 
rated  themftlves  wider  from  their  antagonists ;  and 
the  diflinction  gradually  became  quite  uniform  and 
regular. 

This  houfe  of  commons,  which,  like  all  the  pre* 
ceding  during  the  reigns  of  James  and  Charles,  and 
even  of  Elizabeth,  was  much  governed  by  the  pu- 
ritanical party,  thought  that  they  could  not  better 
ferve  their  caufe  than  by  branding  and  punifhing  the 
Arminian  feet,  which,  introducing  an  innovation 
in  the  church,  were  the  lead  favoured  and  lead 
powerful  of  all  their  antagonifls.  From  this  mea- 
sure it  was  eafiiy  forefeen,  that,  befides  gratifying 
the  animofity  of  the  doctrinal  puritans,  both  the 
puritans  in  difcipline,  and  thofe  in  politics,  would 
reap  confiderable  advantages.  Laud,  Neile,  Mon- 
tague, and  other  bifhops,  who  were  the  chief  fup- 
porters  of  epiicopal  government,  and  the  mod 
zealous  partifans  of  the  difcipline  and  ceremonies  of 
the  church,  were  all  fuppoied  to  be  tainted  with 
Arminianifm.  The  fame  men  and  their  difciples 
were  the  itreiiuous  preachers  of  paflive  obedience, 

20  and 
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and  of  entire  fubmiflion  to  princes ;  and  if  thefe 
could  once  be  cenfured,  and  be  expelled  the  church 
and  court,  it  was  concluded,  that  the  hierarchy  t^9. 
woukt  receive  a  mortal  blow,  the  ceremonies  be 
lefs  rigidly  infilled  on,  and  the  king  deprived  of 
his  moll  faithful  friends,  be  obliged  to  abate  thofe 
high  claims  of  prerogative,  on  which  at  preient  he 
infifted. 

But  Charles,  befides  a  view  of  the  political  con- 
fequences  which  muit  remit  from  a  compliance 
with  fuch  pretentions,  was  flrongly  determined, 
from  principles  of  piety  and  confcience,  to  oppofe 
them.  Neither  the  diffipation  incident  to  youth, 
nor  the  pleafures  attending  a  high  fortune,  had 
been  able  to  prevent  this  virtuous  prince  from  em- 
bracing the  mod  fincere  fentiments  of  religion  ;  and 
that  character  which,  in  that  religious  age,  fhould 
have  been  of  infinite  advantage  to  him,  proved  in 
the  end  the  chief  caufe  of  his  ruin  :  Merely  bceaufe 
the  religion  adopted  by  him  was  not  of  that  precife 
mode  and  feet  which  began  to  prevail  among  his 
Subjects.  His  piety,  though  remote  from  popery, 
had  a  tincture  of  fuperftition  in  it;  and,  being  averfe 
to  the  gloomy  fpirit  of  the  puritans,  was  reprefented 
by  them  as  tending  towards  the  abominations  of  an- 
tichrifr..  Laud  alfo  had  unfortunately  acquired  a 
great  afcendant  over  him  :  And  as  all  thofe  prelates, 
obnoxious  to  the  commons,  were  regarded  as  his 
chief  friends  and  moft  favourite  courtiers,  he  was 
refolved  not  to  difarm  and  dishonour  himfelf,  by 
abandoning  them  to  the  refentment  of  his  enemies. 
Being  totally  unprovided  with  military  force,  and 
finding  a  refractory  independent  fpirit  to    prevail  * 

among  the  people ;  the  moft  folid  bafis  of  his  au- 
thority, he  thought,  confided  in  the  fupport  which 
he  received  from  the  hierarchy. 

In  the  debates  of  the  commons,  which  are  trans- 
mitted to  us,  it  is  eafy  to  difcern  fo  early  fome  fparks 
of  that  enthufiaftic  fire,  which  afterwards  fet  the 

Vol.  VI.  T  whole 
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c  H  A  P.  whole  nation  in  combuftion.  One  Roufe  made  ufe. 
LI*  of  an  allufion,  which,  though  familiar,  feems  to 
1629.  have  been  borrowed  from  the  writings  of  lord  Ba- 
con !<.  "  If  a  man  meet  a  dog  alone,"  faid  he, 
"  the  dog  is  fearful,  though  ever  fo  fierce  by  na- 
"  ture  :  But  if  the  dog  have  his  matter  with  him, 
"  he  will  fet  upon  that  man  from  whom  he  fled 
"  before.  This  mows,  that  lower  natures,  being 
"  backed  byhigher,increafe  in  courage  and  ftrength j 
"  and  certainly  man,  being  backed  with  Omni- 
"  potency,  is  a  kind  of  omnipotent  creature.  All 
c<  things  are  poffible  to  him  that  believes ;  and 
"  where  all  things  are  poffible,  there  is  a  kind  of 
"  omnipotency.  Wherefore,  let  it  be  the  unani- 
"  mous  confent  and  refolution  of  us  all  to  make  a 
"  vow  and  covenant  henceforth  to  hold  fail  our 
"  God  and  our  religion ;  and  then  mall  we  hence- 
"  forth  expect,  with  certainty,  happinefs  in  this 
«  worid;1." 

Oliver  Cromwell,  at  that  time  a  young  man 
of  no  account  in  the  nation,  is  mentioned  in  thefe 
debates,  as  complaining  cf  one  who,  he  was  told, 
preached  flat  popery m.  It  is  amufing  to  obferve  the 
firff.  words  of  this  fanatical  hypocrite  correfpond  fo 
exactly  to  his  character. 

The  inquiries  and  debates  concerning  tonnage 
and  poundage  went  hand  in  hand  with  thefe  theo- 
logical or  metaphyseal  controverfies.  The  officers 
of  the  cuflom-houfe  were  fummoned  before  the 
commons,  to  give  an  account  by  what  authority 
they  had  feized  the  goods  of  merchants  who  had  re- 
fufed  to  pay  thefe  duties  :  The  barons  of  the  ex- 
chequer were  qucftioned  concerning  their  decrees  on 
that  head  n.  One  of  the  fherifFs  of  London  was 
committed  to  the  Tower  for  his  activity  in  fupport- 

*  EfTay  of  Athcifm.  1  Rufinvorth,  vol.  i.  p.  646.  Pari.' 

Hift.  vol.  viii.  p.  260.  *»  R'ifhwoith,  vol.  i.  p*6;5-  PaVl. 

Hift.  vol.  viii.  p.  289.  r-  Rutti^orth,  vol.  i.  p.  6j4>  P^* 
Uift.  vol.  viii.  p.  j-i. 

ing 
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in£  the  officers  of  the  cuftom-houfe :   The  roods  of  c  **  £  Vl 
Rolles,    a  merchant,  and   member  of    the  houfe,  u^^l^* 
being  feized  for  his  refufal  to  pay  the  duties,  com-       i62<;> 
plaints  were  made  of  this  violence,   as  if  it  were  a 
breach  of  privilege  ° :   Charles  fupported  his  officers 
in  all  thefe  meafures  ;  and  the  quarrel  grew  every 
day  higher  between  him  and  the  commons  p.     Men- 
tion was  made  in  the  houfe  of  impeaching  fir  Richard 
Wefton,    the   treafurer q ;     and  the  king  began  to 
entertain  thoughts  of  fmifhing  the  feffion  by  a  difTo- 
lution. 

Sir  John  Elliot  framed  a  remonflrance  againfl 
levying  tonnage  and  poundage  without  confent  ot" 
parliament,  and  offered  it  to  the  clerk  to  read.  It 
was  refufed.  He  read  it  hinlfelf.  The  quedion 
being  then  called  for,  the  fpeaker,  fir  John  Finch > 
faid,  That  he  had,  a  command  from  the  king  to  adjourn, 
and  to  put  no  qncjiion  r.  Upon  which  he  rofe  andv 
left  the  chair.  The  whole  houfe  was  in  an  uproar. 
The  fpeaker  was  puihed  back  into  the  chair,  and 
forcibly  held  in  it  by  Hollis  and  Valentine  ;  till  a 
Jhort  remonftrance  was  framed,  and  was  palled  by 
acclamation  rather  than  by  vote.  Papifts  and  Ar- 
minians-  were  there  declared  capital  enemies  to  the 
commonwealth.  Thofe  who  levied  tonnage  and 
poundage  were  branded  with  the  fame  epithet.  And 
even  the  merchants  who  mould  voluntarily  pay  thefe 
duties,  were  denominated  betrayers  of  Engliih  li- 
berty, and  public  enemies.  The  doors  being  lock- 
ed, the  gentleman  ufher  of  the  houfe  of  lords,  who 
was  fent  by  the  king,  could  not  get  admittance  till 

0  Pnfhworth,  vC],  i.  p.  653.  P  Ibid.  p.  6j2.  **  Pari, 

II  i  ft  -  vol.  viii.  p.  326.     * 

r  The  king's  power  of  adjourning,  as  well  as  proro^uin;-  the  par- 
liament, v/as  and  is  never  queftioned.     In  the  19th  of  the  lite  king, 
the judges  determined  that  the  adjournment  by  the  king  kept  the ; 
xitmfiatuquo  until  the  next  fitting  ;  but  that  then  no  comtriitt 
were  to  meet:  But  if  the  adjournment  be  by  ,  then  the  com- 

uiitteeb'  and  other  matters  dp  continue.     Pad.  Bift.  vol.  v.  p.  466. 
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this  remonftrance  was  finifhed.    By  the  king's  order, 
he  took  the  mace  from  the  table,  which  ended  their 
"1639 .~  proceedings s .     And  a  few  days  after  the  parliament 
was  diflolved. 

Piflbiu-  The  difcontents  of  the  nation  ran  high,  on  ac- 

tion of  the  couni;  0f  this  violent  rupture  between  the  king  and 
merit.  parliament.  Thefe  difcontents  Charles  inflamed  by 
March  10.  njs  affectation  of  a  feverity  which  he  had  not  power, 
nor  probably  inclination,  to  carry  to  extremities. 
Sir  Miles  Hobart,  fir  Peter  Heyman,  Selden,  Co- 
riton,  Long,  Strode,  were  committed  to  prifon,  on 
account  of  the  lafl  tumult  in  the  houfe,  which  was 
called  fedition\  With  great  difficulty,  and  after 
feveral  delays,  they  were  releafed  ;  and  the  law  was 
generally  fuppofed  to  be  wrefted,  in  order  to  pro- 
long their  imprifonment.  Sir  John  Elliot,  Hollis, 
and  Valentine,  were  fummoned  to  their  trial  in  the 
king's  bench,  for  feditious  fpeeches  and  behaviour 
in  parliament ;  but  refufmg  to  anfwer  before  an  in- 
ferior court  for  their  conduct  as  members  of  a  fu- 
perior,  they  were  condemned  to  be  imprifoned  dur- 
ing the  king's  pleafure,  to  find  fureties  for  their  good 
behaviour,  and  to  be  fined  the  two  former  a  thoufand 
pounds  a-piece,  the  latter  five  hundred u.  This 
fentence,  procured  by  the  influence  of  the  crown, 
fervcd  only  to  mow  the  king's  difregard  to  the  pri- 
vileges of  parliament,  and  to  acquire  an  immenfe 
ftock  of  popularity  to  the  fufferers,  who  had  fo 
bravely,  in  oppofition  to  arbitrary  power,  defended 
the  liberties  of  their  native  country.  The  commons 
of  England,  though  an  immenfe  body,  and  poflefTed 
of  the  greater  part  of  national  property,  were  na- 
turally fomewhat  defencelefs ;  becaufe  of  their  per- 
fonal  equality,  and  their  want  of  leaders :  But  the 
king's  feverity,    if   thefe  profecutions  deferve  the 

s  Rufhworth,  vol.  i.  p.  66o»   Whitlocke,  p.  12.        c  Rufhworth, 
vol.  i.  p.  661.681.      Pari.  Hilt.  vol.  viii.  p.  ,354.      May,    p.  13. 
«  Rulh worth,  vol.  i.   p.  684.  691. 
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name,    here  pointed  out  leaders  to  them  whofe  re 
fentment  was  inflamed,  and  whofe  courage  was  no 
wife  daunted  by  the  hardfhips  which  they  had  un-  TI29 
dergone  in  fo  honourable  a  caufe. 

So  much  did  thefe  prifoners  glory  in  their  fuffer- 
ings,  that,  though  they  were  promifed  liberty  on 
that  condition,  they  would  not  condefcend  even  to 
prefent  a  petition  to  the  king,  exprefling  their  for- 
row  for  having  offended  him  x.  They  unanimoufly 
refufed  to  find  fureties  for  their  good  behaviour ; 
and  difdained  to  accept  of  deliverance  on  fuch  eafy 
terms.  Nay,  Hollis  was  fo  induftrious  to  continue 
his  meritorious  diflrefs,  that,  when  one  offered  to 
bail  him,  he  would  not  yield  to  the  rule  of  court, 
and  be  himfelf  bound  with  his  friend.  Even  Long, 
who  had  actually  found  fureties  in  the  chief  juftice's 
chamber,  declared  in  court,  that  his  fureties  mould 
no  longer  continue  y,  Yet  becaufe  fir  John  Elliot 
happened  to  die  while  in  cuftody,  a  great  clamour 
was  raifed  againft  the  adminiftration ;  and  he  was 
imiverfally  regarded  as  a  martyr  to  the  liberties  of 
England2. 

x  Whitlocke,  p.  13.         y  Kennet,  vol.  iii.  p.  49.  z  Rufli- 

worth,  vo!>  v.   p.  440. 
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Peace  ie:f.h  lrar.ee Peace  with  8>pai;i S, 

court  Character    of  the 

■  queen innovations    in 

the  church Irregular    levies   of  money Se- 

■  in  the  far-chamber  and  high  commiffion  — 
Ship  money Trial  of  Hambden. 

'HERE  now  opens  to  us  a  new  fcene.  Charles, 
naturally  difgulted  with  parliament;,  who,  he 
"^Ty^  found,  were  determined  to  proceed  againit  him  with 
unmitigated  rigour,  both  in  invading  his  preroga- 
tive, and  refuting  him  all  fupply,  refolved  not  to 
call  any  more,  till  he  mould  fee  greater  indications 
of  a  desnpliant  cifpofition  in  the  nation.  Having 
loft  his  great  favourite,  Buckingham,  he  became  his 
own  minifter ;  and  never  afterwards  repofed  in  any 
one  fuch  unlimited  confidence.  As  he  chiefly  fol- 
lows his  own  genius  and  difpofition,  his  meafures 
are  henceforth  lefs  ram  and  hafly ;  though  the  ge- 
neral tenor  of  his  adminiftration  Hill  wants  fomewhat 
of  being  entirely  legal,  and  perhaps  more  of  being 
entirely  prudent. 

We  mall  endeavour  to  exhibit  a  jufl  idea  of  the 
events  which  followed  for  fome  years  ;  fo  far  as  they 
regard  foreign  affairs,  the  flate  of  the  court,  and  the 
government  of  the  nation.  The  incidents  are  nei- 
ther numerous  nor  illuftrious  ;  but  the  knowledge  of 
them  is  iieceiiary  for  underftanding  the  fubfequent 
tranfactions,  which  are  fo  memorable. 

Charges,  deftijiute  of  all  fupply,  was  neceilarily 
reduced  to  embrace  a  meafure,  which  ought  to  have 
been  the  refult  ofreafonand  found  policy  :  He  made 
:e  with  the  two  crowns  againft  which  he  had  hi- 
therto waged  a  war,  entered  into  without  neceffity, 

and 
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and  conduced  without  glory.    Notwithiianding  the  CHAP, 
diilracted  and  helplefs  condition  of  England,  no  at-       LIL 
tempt  was  made  either  by  France  or  Spain,  to  in-      x^. 
vade  their,  enemy  ;    nor  did  they  entertain  any  far- 
ther project,  than  to  defend  themfelves  againfi  the 
feeble  and  ill-concerted   expeditions  of  that  king- 
dom.    Pleafed  that  the  jealoufies  and  quarrels  be- 
tween king  and  parliament  had  difarmed  fo  formi- 
dable a  power,  they  carefully  avoided   any  enter- 
prife  which  might  roufe  either  the  terror  or  anger 
of  the  Engdifh,  and  difoofe  them  to  domeflic  union 
and   fubmiiTion.      The    endeavours    to    regain  the 
good-will  of  the  nation  were   carried  fo  far  by  the 
king  of  Spain,  that  he  gerieroufly  releafed  and  fent 
home   all  the  Engliffi  prifoners  taken  in  the  expe- 
dition againfi  Cadiz.    The  example  was  imitated  by 
France,  after  the  retreat  of  the  Englifh  from  the 
ifle  of  Rhe.     When  princes  were  in  fuch  difpbii- 
tions,  and  had  fo  few  pretenfions  on  each  other,  it 
could  not  be  difficult   to  conclude  a  peace.     The  Peac^,:^ 
treaty  was  firif.  figned  with  France  c.    The  fituation  France 
of  the  king's  affairs  did  not  entitle  him  to  demand  andsPain- 
any  conditions  for  the  hugonots,   and   they  were'  i4thApril. 
abandoned   to  the  will  of  their  fovereiorn.     Peace        , 

o  1 6 ;  c» 

was  afterwards  concluded  with  Spain  ;  where  no  5th  Nov. 
conditions  were  made  in  favour  of  the  Palatine,  ex- 
cept that  Spain  promifed  in  general  to  ufe  their 
good  offices  for  his  refloratioii  d.  The  influence  of 
theie  two  wars  on  domeflic  affairs,  and  on  the  aif- 
pofitions  of  king  and  people,  was  of  the  utmoft  con- 
fequence :  But  no  alteration  was  made  by  them  on 
the  foreign  interefls  of  the  kingdom. 

Nothing  more  happy  can  be  imagined  than  the 
fituation  in  which  England  then  flood  with  regard  to 
foreign  affairs.  Europe  was  divided  between  the 
rival  families  of  Bourbon  and  Auflria,  whofe  oppo- 
site interefts,  and  ltill  more  their  mutual  jealouiies, 

c  Rqfhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.a^,  24. 

d  Ideal,  iDld.  p.  75.     Whitlocke,  p.  14. 
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CHAP,  fecured  the  tranquillity  of  this  ifland.  Their  forces 
^J^^j  were  io  nearly  counterpoifed,  that  no  apprehenfions 
1630.  were  entertained  of  any  event  which  could  fuddenly 
diliurb  the  balance  of  power  between  them.  The 
Spaniih  monarch,  deemed  the  mod  powerful,  lay  at 
greater!  diflance  :  And  the  Englifh,  bv  that  means, 
poileiied  the  advantage  of  being-  engaged  by  political 
motives  into  a  more  intimate  union  and  coniederacy 
with  the  r.eighbov.rip.g  potentate.  The  difperfed 
fituation  or  lie  Spanifli  dominions  rendered  the 
naval  power  of  England  formidable  to  them,  and 
kept  that  empire  in  continual  dependence.  France, 
more  vigorous  and  more  compact,  was  every  day 
rifmg  in  policy  and  difcipline  ;  and  reached,  at  lait, 
an  equality  of  power  with  the  houfe  of  Auflria  :  But 
her  progrefs,  flow  and  gradual,  left  it  Hill  in  the 
power  of  England,  by  a  timely  interpofition,  to 
check  her  fuperiority.  And  thus  Charles,  could  he 
have  avoided  all  dilTenfions  with  his  own  fubjects, 
was  in  a  fituation  to  make  himfelf  be  courted  and 
refpecled  by  every  power  in  Europe ;  and,  what 
has  icarcely  ever  fince  been  attained  by  the  princes 
of  this  ifland,  he  could  either  be  active  with  dignity, 
or  neutral  with  fecurity. 

A  neutrality  was  embraced  by  the  king  ;  and, 
during  the  reft  of  his  reign,  he  feems  to  have  little 
regarded  foreign  affairs,  except  fo  far  as  he  was  en- 
gaged by  honour,  and  by  friendfhip  for  his  filler 
and  the  Palatine,  to  endeavour  the  procuring  of 
fome  relief  for  that  unhappy  family.  He  joined  his 
good  offices  to  thofe  of  France,  and  mediated  a 
peace  between  the  kings  of  Sweden  and  Poland,  in 
hopes  of  engaging  the  former  to  embrace  the  pro- 
tection of  the  oppreffed  proteftants  in  the  empire. 
This  was  the  famed  Guftavus,  whofe  heroic  genius, 
feconded  by  the  wifeft  policy,  made  him  in  a  little 
time  the  mod  diftinguifhed  monarch  of  the  age, 
and  rendered  his  country,  formerly  unknown  and 
neglected,  of  great  weight  in  the  balance  of  Europe. 

To 
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To  encourage  and  afiift  him  in  his  projected  inva-  CHAP- 
fion  of  Germany,  Charles  agreed  to  furnifh    him  __, 

•with  fix  thoufand  men  ;  but,  that  he  might  preferve  1630. 
the  appearance  of  neutrality,  he  made  ufe  of  the 
marquis  of  Hamilton's  name c.  That  nobleman  en- 
tered into  an  engagement  with  Guftavus ;  and  in* 
liHing  thefe  troops  in  England  and  Scotland  at 
Charles's  expence,  he  landed  them  in  the  Elbe. 
The  decifive  battle  of  Leipfic  was  fought  foon 
after ;  where  the  conduct  of  Tilly  and  the  valour 
of  the  Imperialifts  were  overcome  by  the  fuperior 
conduct  of  Guftavus  and  the  fuperior  valour  of 
the  Swedes.  What  remained  of  this  hero's  life  was 
one  continued  aeries  of  victory,  for  which  he  was 
lei's  beholden  to  fortune,  than  to  thofe  perfonal  en- 
dowments which  he  derived  from  nature  and  from 
induftry.  That  rapid  progrefs  of  conqueft,  which 
we  fo  much  admire  in  ancient  hiftory,  was  here  re- 
newed in  modern  annals  ;  and  without  that  caufe  to 
which  in  former  ages  it  had  ever  been  owing.  Mi- 
litary nations  were  not  now  engaged  againft  an  un- 
disciplined and  unwarlike  people ;  nor  heroes  fet  in 
opposition  to  cowards.  The  veteran  troops  of  Fer- 
dinand, conducted  by  the  moil  celebrated  generals 
of  the  age,  were  foiled  in  every  encounter,  and  all 
Germany  was  over-run  in  an  inftant  by  the  victo- 
rious Swede.  But  by  this  extraordinary  and  unex- 
pected fuccefs  of  his  ally,  Charles  failed  of  the  pur- 
pofe  for  which  he  framed  the  alliance.  Guftavus, 
elated  by  prefperity,  began  to  form  more  extenfive 
plans  of  ambition  ;  and  ini  freeing  Germany  from 
the  yoke  of  Ferdinand,  he  .intended  to  reduce  it  to 
fubjection  under  his  own.  He  refufed  to  reftore  the 
Palatine  to  his  principality,  except  on  conditions 
which  would  have  kept  him  in  total  dependence '. 
And  thus  the  negotiation  was  protracted  ;  till  the 
battle  of  Lutzen,  where  the  Swedifh'  monarch  pe- 

e  Ru(h  worth,  vol.  i.  p.  46.  53.  63.  83. 
f  Frankiyii;  vol.  i.  p.  415. 
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c  H  A  v.  rimed  in  the  midft  of  a  complete  victor/  which  he 
obtained  over  his  enemies. 
16  ;o.  We  have  carried  on  thefe  tranfaclions  a  few  years 

beyond  the  prefent   period,  that  we  might  not  be 
obliged  to  return  to  them  ;  nor  be  henceforth  inter- 
rupted in  our  account  of  Charles's  court  and  king- 
doms. 
State  of  When  we  connder  Charles  as  prefiding  in  his 

the  court    court    as  aflbeiating  with  his  familv,    it  is  difficult 

ana  mini-  .'.  .    , ,     °  J  7    _      '    ,,,  ,  , 

toy.  to  imagine  a  character  at  once  more  reipectable  and 

more  amiable.  A  kind  hufband,  an  indulgent  father, 
a  gentle  matter,  a  (ledfaft  friend,  to  all  thefe  eu- 
logies, his  conduct  in  private  life  fully  entitled  him. 
As  a  monarch  too,  in  the  exterior  qualities,  he  ex- 
celled ;  in  the  efTential,  he  was  not  defective.  His 
iddrefs  and  manner,  though  perhaps  inclining  a 
little  towards  ftatel inefs  and  formality,  in  the  main 
corresponded  to  his  high  rank,  and  gave  grace  to 
that  referve  and  gravity  which  were  natural  to  him. 
The  moderation  and  equity  which  fhone  forth  in  his 
temper,  -JeeutM  to  fecure  him  againft  ram  and  dan- 
gerous entcrprifes :  The  good  fenfe  which  he  dif- 
piayed  in  his  difcourfe  and  converfation,  feemed  to 
warrant  his  fucceis  in  every  reafonable  undertaking. 
Other  endowments  likewife  he  had  attained,  which 
in  a  private  genfldftiafl  would  have  been  highly  or- 
namental, and  which  in  a  great  monarch  might 
have  proved  extremely  ufeful  to  his  people.  He 
was  poiTefled  of  an  excellent  tatte  in  all  the  tine  arts, 
and  the  love  of  painting  was  in  fome  degree  his  fa- 
vourite paffion.  Learned  beyond  what  is  common 
in  princes,  he  was  a  good  judge  of  writing  in  ethers, 
and  enjoyed,  himfelf,  no  mean  talent  in  compo- 
fition.  In  any  other  age  or  nation,  this  monarch 
had  been  fecure  of  a  profperous  and  a  happy  reign. 
But  the  high  idea  of  his  own  authority  which  he 
had  imbibed,  made  him  incapable  of  giving  way  to 
the  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  began  to  prevail  among 
his  fubje&s.      His  politics  were  not  fupperted  by 

22  fuch 
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fuch  vigour  and  forefight  as  might  enable  him  to  c  H,A  p. 
fubdue  their  pretentions,  and  maintain  his  prero-  L  ...  j 
gatiye  at  the  high  pitch  to  which  it  had  been  raifed       sfi^a. 
by  his  predeceifors.     And  above  all,  the  fpirir  of 
enthufiafm  being  univerfally  difFufed,   difappointed 
all  the  views  of  human  prudence,  and  difturbed  the 
operation  of  every  motive  which  ufually  influences 
fociety. 

But  the  misfortunes  arifmg  from  thefe  caufes 
were  yet  remote.  Charles  now  enjoyed  himfelf  in 
the  full  exercife  of  his  authority,  in  a  fecial  inter- 
courfe  with  his  friends  and  courtiers,  and  in  a  mo- 
derate ufe  of  thofe  pleafures  which  he  moll  affected. 

After  the  death  of  Buckingham,  who  had  fome-  chara&er 
what  alienated  Charles  from  the  queen,  ilie  is  to  be  of  the 
confidered  as  his  chief  friend  and  favourite.     That  ciueen- 
ruftic  contempt  of  the  fair  fex,  which  James  affect- 
ed, and   which,    bamming    them  from  his   court, 
made  it  referable  more  a  fair  or  an  exchange,  than 
the  feat  of  a  great  prince,  was  very  wide  of  the  dif- 
pofition  of  this  monarch.     But  though  full  of  com- 
piaifance  to  the  whole  fex,  Charles  referved  all  his 
paffion  for  his  confort,  to  whom  he  attached  him- 
felf with  unfhaken  fidelity  and  confidence.     By  her 
fenfe  and  fpirit,  as  well  as  by  her  beauty,  me  jufti- 
fied  the  fondnefs  of   her   hufband  ;    though  it  is 
allowed,  that,  being  fomewhat  of  a  paflionate  tem- 
per, flie  precipitated  him  into  hafly  and  imprudent 
meafures.     Her  religion,  likewife,  to  which  me  was 
much  addi&ed,  mult  be  regarded  as  a  great  misfor- 
tune ;  mice  it  augmented  the  jealoufy  which  pre- 
vailed againfl  the  court,  and  engaged  her  to  procure 
for  the  catholics  fome  indulgences  which  were  gene- 
rally diftafleful  to  the  nation  ". 

In  the  former  fituation  of  the  Englifh  govern- 
ment, when  the  fovereign  was  in  a  great  meafure 
independent  of  his  fubje&s,  the  king  chofc  his  mini- 
iters  either  from  perfonal  favour,  or  from  an  cpi- 

e  May,  p.  ar. 
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nion  of  their- abilities,  without  any  regard  to  their 
parliamentary  intereit  or  talents.  It  has  fince  been 
"^JO>'_  the  maxim  of  princes,  wherever  popular  leaders 
encroach  too  much  on  royal  authority,  to  confer 
offices  on  them  ;•  in  expectation  that  they  will  after- 
wards become  more  careful  not  to  diminim  that 
power  which  has  become  their  own.  Thefe  poli- 
tics were  now  embraced  bv  Charles  ;  a  fure  proof 
that  a  fecret  revolution  had  happened  in  the  confli- 
tuticn,  and  had  neceflitated  the  prince  to  adopt 
new  maxims  of  government h.  But  the  views  of 
the  king  were  at  this  time  fo  repugnant  to  thofe  of 
the  puritans,  that  the  leaders,  whom  he  gained,  loft 
from  that  moment  all  intereit  with  their  party,  and 
were  even  purfued  as  traitors  with  implacable  ha- 
tred and  refentment.     This  was  the   cafe   with  fir 

Strafford.  Thomas  Wentworth,  whom  the  king  created  firft 
a  baron,  then  a  vifcount,  and  afterwards  earl  of 
Strafford  ;  made  hirn  prefident  of  the  council  of 
York,  and  deputy  of  Ireland  ;  and  regarded  him  as 
his  chief  miniiter  and  couniellor.  By  his  eminent 
talents  and  abilities,  Strafford  merited  all  the  con- 
fidence which  his  mailer  repofed  in  him :  His 
character  was  ftately  and  auftere  ;  more  fitted  to 
procure  eiteem  than  love  :  His  fidelity  to  the  king 
was  unflraken  ;  but  as  he  now  employed  all  his 
counfels  to  fupport  the  prerogative,  which  he  had 
formerly  bent  all  his  endeavours  to  diminiffi,  his 
virtue  feems  not  to  have  been  entirely  pure,  but  to 
have  been  fufceptible  of  flrong  impreflions  from 
private  intereft  and  ambition.  .  Sir  Dudley  Digges 
was  about  the  fame  time*  created  mafter  of  the 
rolls  :  Nov,  attorney-general :  Littleton,  fclicitor- 
general.  All  thefe  had  likewife  been  parliamentary 
leaders  ;  and  were  men  eminent  in  their  profeffion  . 

Laud.  In   all  eccleiialHcal  affairs,  and   even   in    many 

civil,  Laud,  bimop  of  London,  had  great  influence 

b  Sir  Ed iv.  Walker,  p.  32?. 

•  Whitlucke,  p.  13.    May,  p.  co. 
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over  the  king.  This  man  was  virtuous,  if  feverity  chap. 
of  manners  alone  and  abftinence  from  pleafure,  ~1L 
could  deferve  that  name.  He  was  learned,  if  pole-  ,63a 
mical  knowledge  could  entitle  him  to  that  praife. 
He  was  difmterefted,  but  with  unceafmg  induftry 
he  ftudied  to  exalt  the  prieflly  and  prelatical  charac- 
ter, which  was  his  own.  His  zeal  was  rnrelenting 
in  the  caufe  of  religion  ;  that  is,  in  impoling  by  ri- 
gorous meafures,  his  own  tenets  and  pious  ceremo- 
nies on  the  obltinate  puritans,  who  had  profanely 
dared  to  oppofe  him.  In  profecution  of  his  holy 
purpofes,  he  overlooked  every  human  confidera- 
tion  ;  or,  in  other  words,*  the  heat  and  indifcretiont 
of  his  temper  made  him  neglect  the  views  of  pru- 
dence and  rules  of  good  manners.  He  was  in  this 
refpect  happy,  that  all  his  enemies  were  alfo 
imagined  by  him  the  declared  enemies  to  loyalty 
and  true  piety,  and  that  every  exercife  of  his  anger, 
by  that  means,  became  in  his  eyes  a  merit  and  a 
virtue.  This  was  the  man  who  acquired  fo  great 
an  afcendant  over  Charles,  and  who  led  him,  by 
the  facilitv  of  his  temper,  into  a  conduct:  which 
proved  fo  fatal  to  himfelf  and  to  his  kingdoms. 

The  humour  of  the  nation  ran  at  that  time  into  Ipnova- 
the  extreme  oppofite  to  fuperflition ;    and  it  was  t^s 
with  difficulty  that  the  ancient  ceremonies  to  which  church. 
men  had  been  accuftomed,  and   which  had  been 
fanctified  by  the  practice  of  the  firfl  reformers,  could 
be  retained  in  divine  fervice  :    Yet  was  this  the  time 
which  Laud  chofe  for  the  introduction  of  new  cere- 
monies and  obfervances.     Befides  that  thefe  were 
fure  to   difpleafe  as  innovations,  there  lay,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  public,    another  very  forcible  objec- 
tion againft  them.     Laud,  and  the  other  prelates 
who   embraced  his  meafures,   were  generally  well 
mitru&ed    in  facred   antiquity,    and    had   adopted 
many  of  thofe  religious  fentiments  which  prevailed 
during   the  fourth  and  fifth  centuries  j  when   the 

Chriftian 
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C  ?ii^  ?'  C^riftian  church,  as  is  well  known,  was  already 
L  .-v  -*  _j  funk  into  thofe  fuperflitions  which  were  afterwards 
1630.  continued  and  augmented  by  the  policy  of  Rome. 
The  revival,  therefore,  of  the  ideas  and  practices 
of  that  age,  could  not  fail  of  giving  the  Englifh 
faith  and  liturgy  fome  refemblance  to  the  catholic 
fuperflition,  which  the  kingdom  in  general,  and  the 
puritans  in  particular,  held  in  the  greateft  horror 
and  detellation.  Men  alfo  were  apt  to  think,  that, 
without  fome  fecret  purpofe,  fuch  infignificant  ob- 
fervances  would  not  be  impofed  with  fuch  unrelent- 
ing zeal  on  the  refractory  nation  ;  and  that  Laud's 
fcheme  was  to  lead  back  the  Englifh  by  gradual 
fteps  to  the  religion  of  their  anceftors.  They  con- 
fidered  not,  that  the  very  infignificancy  of  thefe 
ceremonies  recommended  them  to  the  fuperftitious 
prelate,  and  made  them  appear  the  more  peculiarly 
facred  and  religious,  as  they  could  ferve  to  no  other 
purpofe.  Nor  was  the  refemblance  to  the  Romifh 
ritual  any  objection,  but  rather  a  merit,  with  Laud 
and  his  brethren ;  who  bore  a  much  greater  kind- 
nefs  to  the  mother-church,  as  they  called  her,  than 
to  the  fectaries  and  prefbyterians,  and  frequently 
recommended  her  as  a  true  chriftian  church ;  an 
appellation  which  they  refufed,  or  at  leaft  fcrupled 
to  give  to  the  others  k.  So  openly  were  thefe  tenets 
efpoufed,  that  not  only  the  difcontented  puritans  be- 
lieved the  church  of  England  to  be  relapfmg  fall 
into  Romifh  fuperflition :  The  court  of  Rome  itfelf 
entertained  hopes  of  regaining  its  authority  in  this 
ifland ;  and,  in  order  to  forward  Laud's  fuppofed 
■^ood  intentions,  an  offer  was  twice  made  him  in 
private,  of  a  cardinal's  hat,  which  he  declined  ac- 
cepting '.  His  anfwcr  was,  as  he  fays  himfelf,  That 
fomelhing  dwelt  within  frim,  which  would  not  fitffer 
his  compliance,  till  Rome  were  ether  than  it  is ''". 

k  May,  p.  25.  uh.  vol.  ii.  p.  100.    Welwood,  p.  £r- 

**  Rufti^jortb,  vc\  iii.  p.  13:7.     Whitlocke,  p.  97. 
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A  cou^T  lady,  daughter  of  the  earl  of  Devon- 
mire,  having  turned  catholic,  was  allied  by  Laud 
the  reafons  of  her  converfion.  'Tis  chiefly,  mid  ^3c7 
flie,  becaufe  I  hate  to  travel  in  a  crowd.  The 
meaning  of  this  expreffion  being  demanded,  me 
replied,  I  perceive  your  grace  and  many  others  are 
making  hajle  to  Rome ;  and  therefore,  in  order  to 
prevent  piy  being  crowded ',  I  have  gone  before  you. 
It  muft  be  conferled,  that  though  Laud  deierved 
not  the  appellation  of  papift,  the  genius  cf  his  re- 
ligion was,  though  in  a  lefs  degree,  the  fame  with 
that  of  the  Romifh  :  The  fame  profound  refpect 
was  exacted  to  the  facerdotal  character,  the  fame 
fubmiffion  required  to  the  creeds  and  decrees  of  fy- 
nods  and  councils,  the  fame  pomp  and  ceremony 
was  affected  in  worfhip,  and  the  fame  fupeiTdtious 
regard  to  days,  poftures,  meats,  and  veftments. 
No  wonder,  therefore,  that  this  prelate  was,  every- 
where, among  the  puritans,  regarded  with  horror, 
as  the  fore-runner  of  antichriit. 

As  a  fpecimen  of  the  new  ceremonies,  to  which 
Laud  facrifked  his  own  quiet  and  that  of  the  nation, 
it  may  not  be  amifs  to  relate  thofe  which  he  was 
accufed  of  employing  in  the  confecration  of  St.  Ca- 
therine's church,  and  which  were  the  object  of  fuch 
general  fcandal  and  offence.    • 

On  the  bifhop's  approach  to  the  weft  doer  of  the 
church,  a  loud  voice  cried,  Open,  open,  ye  cverlajl- 
ing  doors,   that  the  king  <■  .r  in!     Im- 

mediately the  doors  of  the  church  flew  open,  and 
the  bifhop  entered.     Failing  upon  his  knees,  y 
eyes  elevated  and  arms  expanded,  he  uttered  tl 
words  :    This  place  is  holy ;  sholy,:  In 

the  name  of  the  rather,  Son,  and  -  hyc,  I 

rtounce  it 

Going    towards    the   chancel,    he  feveral  t 
took  up  from  the  floor  fome  of  the  duf: 
it  in  ths  air.     When  L .  bis   at- 
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c  H  A  P.  tendants,  near  to  the  communion-table,  he  bowed 
^_  _J_'_  frequently  towards  it :  And  on  their  return,  they 
1630.  went  round  the  church,  repeating  as  they  marched 
along,  fome  of  the  pfalms  :  And  then  fa  id  a  form 
of  prayer,  which  concluded  with  thefe  words :  We 
confecrate  this  church ,  and feparate  it  unto  thee  as  holy 
ground,  not  to  be  profaned  any  more  to  common  ufcs. 

After  this,  the  bifhop,  Handing  near  the  com- 
munion-table, folemnly  pronounced  many  impre- 
cations upon  fuch  as  mould  afterwards  pollute  that 
holy  place  by  mufters  of  foldiers,  or  keeping  in  it 
profane  law-courts,  or  carrying  burdens  through  it. 
On  the  conclufion  of  every  curfe  he  bowed  towards 
the  eaft,  and  cried,  Let  all  the  people  fay,  Amen. 

The  imprecations  being  all  fo  pioufly  finilhed, 
there  were  poured  cut  a  number  of  bleilings  upon 
fuch  as  had  any  hand  in  framing  and  building  that 
facred  and  beautiful  edifice,  and  on  fuch  as  had 
given,  or  mould  hereafter  give  to  it,  any  chalices, 
plate,  ornaments,  or  utenfils.  At  every  benedic- 
tion, he  in  like  manner  bowed  towards  the  eaft.,  and 
cried,  Let  all  the  people  fay,  Amen. 

The  fermon  followed ;  after  which,  the  bifhop 
confecrated  and  adminiflered  the  facrament  in  the 
following  manner  : 

As  he  approached  the  communion-table,  he  made 
many  lowly  reverences :  And  coming  up  to  that 
part  of  the  table  where  the  bread  and  wine  lay,  he 
bowed  feven  times.  After  the  reading  of  many 
prayers,  he  approached  the  facramental  elements, 
and  gently  lifted  up  the  corner  of' the  napkin  in 
which  the  bread  was  placed.  When  he  beheld  the 
bread,  he  fuddenly  let  fall  the  napkin,  flew  back  a 
Hep  or  two,  bowed  three  feveral  times  towards  the 
bread  ;  then  he  drew  nigh  again,  opened  the  nap- 
kin, and  bowed  as  before. 

Next,  he  laid  his  hand  on  the  cup,  which  had  a 
cover  upon   it,  and  was  filled  with  wine*     He  let 
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go  the  cup,  fell  back,  and  bowed  thrice  towards  It.  C  H  A  P. 
He  approached  again ;    and  lifting  up  the  cover,  'J. 

peeped  into  the  cup.  Seeing  the  wine,  he  let  fall  i($30. 
the  cover,  ftarted  back,  and  bowed  as  before.  Then 
he  received  the  facrament,  and  gave  it  to  others. 
And  many  prayers  being  faid,  the  folemnity  of  the 
confecration  ended.  The  walls  and  floor  and  roof 
of  the  fabric  were  then  fuppofed  to  be  fufficiently 
holy  n. 

Orders  were  given,  and  rigoroufly  infifted  on, 
that  the  communion  table  mould  be  removed  from 
the  middle  of  the  area,  where  it  hitherto  flood  in  all 
churches,  except  in  cathedrals  u.  It  was  placed  at 
the  eafl  end,  railed  in,  and  denominated  an  Altar  ; 
as  the  clergyman  who  officiated  received  commonly 
the  appellation  of  Priest.  It  is  not  eafy  to  ima- 
gine the  difcontents  excited  by  this  innovation,  and 
the  fufpicions  which  it  gave  rife  to. 

The  kneeling  at  the  altar,  and  the  ufing  of  copes, 
a  fpecies  of  embroidered  vellment,  in  auminiftering 
the  facrament,  were  alfo  known  to  be  great  objects 
of  fcandal,  as  being  popifh  practices  :  But  the  op- 
pofition  rather  increafed  than  abated  the  zeal  of  the 
prelate  for  the  introduction  of  thefe  habits  and  ce- 
remonies. 

All  kinds  of  ornament,  efpecially  pictures,  were 
neceffary  for  fupporting  that  mechanical  devotion, 
which  was  propofed  to  be  raifed  in  this  model  of 
religion :  But  as  thefe  had  been  fo  much  employed 
by  the  church  of  Rome,  and  had  given  rife  to  fo 
much  fuperftition,  or  what  the  puritans  called  ido- 
latry ;  it  was  impoffible  to  introduce  them  into 
Englifh  churches,  without  exciting  general  murmurs 
and  comglaints.  But  Laud,  poffefTed  of  prefent 
authority,  perfifled  in  his  purpofe,  and  made  ieveral 
attempts  towards  acquiring  thefe  ornaments.    Some 

n  Rulhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.76,  77.  Wehvoo.l,  p.  375.  Franklyn, 
p.  386.  0  Rufliworthj  vol.  ii.  p.  207,     V/hiilock^,  p.  24. 
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of  the  pictures  introduced  by  him  were  alfo  found* 
upon  enquiry,  to  be  the  very  fame  that  might  be 
met  with  in  the  mafs-book.  The  crucifix  too,  that 
eternal  confolation  of  all  pious  catholics,  and  terror 
to  all  found  protectants,  was  not  forgotten  on  this 
occafion p. 

It  was  much  remarked,  that  Sherfield,  the  re- 
corder of  Saiifoury,  was  tried  in  the  itar-chamber, 
for  having  broken,  contrary  to  the  bifhop  of  Salis- 
bury's exprefs  injunctions,  a  painted  window  of  St. 
Edmond's  church  in  that  city.  He  boafted,  that 
lie  had  deftroyed  thefe  monuments  of  idolatry  :  But 
for  this  effort  of  his  zeal,  he  was  fined  500  pounds, 
removed  from  his  office,  condemned  to  make  a 
public  acknowledgment,  and  be  bound  to  his  good 
behaviour  \ 

Not  only  fuch  of  the  clergy  as  neglected  to  ob- 
ferve  every  ceremony,  were  fufpended  and  deprived 
by  the  high-commiihon  court :  Oaths  were,  by 
many  of  the  bifhops,  impofed  on  the  church-war- 
dens ;  and  they  were  fworn  to  inform  againft  any 
one  who  acted  contrary  to  the  ecclefiaftical  canons r. 
Such  a  meafure,  though  practifed  during  the  reign- 
of  Elizabeth,  gave  much  offence  ;  as  refembling 
too  nearly  the  practice  of  the  Romifh  inquifition. 

To  mew  the  great  alienation  from  the  churches 
reformed  after  the  prefbyterian  model,  Laud  ad- 
vifed,  that  the  difcipline  and  worfhip  of  the  church 
ihould  be  impofed  on  the  Englifh  regiments  and 
trading  companies  abroad  s.  All  foreigners  of  the 
Dutch  and  Walloon  congregations  were  command- 
ed to  attend  the  eltablifhed  church  ;  and  indulgence 
was  granted  to  none  after  the  children  of  the  firft 
denizens  V  Scudamore  too,  the  king's  ambaffador, 
at  Paris,  had  orders  to  withdraw  himfelf  from  the 

P  Rufhvrorth,  vol.  ii.  p.  272,  273.  1  Ibid.  p.  15a. 

State  Trials,  vol.  v.  p.  46.    Franklyn,  p.  410,  411,412. 

r  Ruftiworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  1S6.  s  Ibid.  p.  249.    Franklyn,. 

p  4-j-i.  :  R'uflnaorth,  vol.  ii.  p.  272. 
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communion  of  the  huo;onots.     Even  men  of  fenfe  CHAP. 


were  apt  to  blame  this  conduct,    not   only  becaufe  ^.__1_ 
it  gave  offence  in  England,    but  becaufe  in  foreign      1630. 
countries  it  loft  the  crown  the  advantage  of  being 
confidered  as  the  head  and  fupport  of  the  reforma- 
tion u. 

On  pretence  of  pacifying  difputes,  orders  were 
iffued  from  the  council,  forbidding,  on  both  fides, 
all  preaching  and  printing  with  regard  to  the  contro- 
verted points  of  predeflination  and  free-will.  But 
it  was  complained  of,  and  probably  with  reafon,  that 
the  impartiality  was  altogether  confined  to  the  or- 
ders, and  that  the  execution  of  them  was  only  meant 
againft  the  calvinilrs. 

In  return  for  Charles's  indulgence  towards  the 
church,  Laud  and  his  followers  took  care  to  mag- 
nify, on  every  occafion,  the  regal  authority,  and  to. 
treat  with  the  utmoft  difdain  or  deteftation,  all  pu- 
ritanical pretentions  to  a  free  and  independent  con- 
ititution.  But  while  thefe  prelates  were  fo  liberal 
in  raifing  the  crown  at  the  expence  of  public  liberty, 
they  made  no  fcruple  of  encroaching  themfelves  on 
the  royal  rights  the  molt  inconteftible  ;  in  order  to 
exalt  the  hierarchy,  and  procure  to  their  own  order 
dominion  and  independence.  All  the  doctrines 
which  the  Romifli  church  had  borrowed  from  fome 
of  the  fathers,  and  which  freed  the  fpiritual  from 
fubordination  to  the  civil  power,  were  now  adopted 
by  the  church  of  England,  and  interwoven  with  her 
political  and  religious  tenets.  A  divine  and  apollo- 
lical  charter  was  infilled  on,  preferably  to  a  legal, 
and  parliamentary  one  w.  The  facerdotal  character 
was  magnified  as  facred  and  irtdefeizable  :  All  right 
to  fpiritual  authority,  or  even  to  private  judgment 
in  fpiritual  fubjeqts,  was  refufed  to'profane  laymen  : 
Ecclefialtical  courts  were  held  by  the  bithops  in 
their  own  name,  without  any  notice  taken  of  the 

u  State  P.;pers  collected  by  the  earl  of  Clarendon,  p.  3  ;3. 
w  Whjitlocke,   pi  m,. 
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c  H  A  P.    king's  authority  :   Aud  Charles,  though  extremel? 
LIT-       jealous  of  every  claim  in  popular  affemblies,  feemed 
l6\0_      rather  to  encourage  than  reprefs  thofe  encroachments 
of*  his  clergy.     Having  felt   many  fenfible  incon- 
veniences from  the  independent  fpirit  of  parliaments, 
he  attached  himfelf  entirely  to  thofe  who  proie2ed  a 
devoted  obedience  to  his  crown  and  perfon  ;  nor  did 
he  forefee  that  the  ecclefiaftical  power  which  he  ex- 
alted, not  admitting  of  any  precife  boundary,  might 
in  time  become  more  dangerous  to   public  peace,, 
and  no  lefs  fatal  to  royal  prerogative,  than  the  other* 
80  early  as  the  coronation,  Laud  was  the  perfon, 
according  to  general  opinion,   that  introduced  a  no- 
velty, which,  though  overlooked  by  Charles,  made 
a  deep  impreffion    on  many  of  the   byeftanders* 
After  the  ufual  ceremonies  thefe  words  were  recited 
to  the  king :   u  Stand  and  hold  fait,  from  hence- 
"  forth,  the  place  to  which  you  have  been  heir  by 
"  the  fucceiiion  of  your  forefathers,  being  now  de- 
"  livered  to  you  by  the  authority  of  Almighty  God? 
"  and  by  the  hands  of  us  and  all  the  bifhops  and 
"  fervants  of  God.     And,  as  you  fee  the  clergy  ta 
"  come  nearer  the  altar  than  others,  fo  remember 
"  that,  in  all  places  convenient,    you  give  them 
"  greater  honour ;  that  the  Mediator  of  God  and 
<■'  man  way  eflablifh  you  on  the  kingly  throne,   to 
M  be  a  mediator  betwixt  the  clergy  and  the  laity  ^ 
M  and  that  you    may  reign   for    ever  with  Jefus 
"  Chrift,  the  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords x." 
The  principles  which  exalted  prerogative,  were 
not   entertained  by  the   king  merely  as  foft  and 
agreeable  to  his  royal  ears :  They  were  alfo  put  in 
practice  during  the  time  that  he  ruled  v.  ithout  parlia- 
ments. Though  frugal  and  regular  in  his  expence,  he 
wanted  mojiey  for  the  fupport  of  government ;  and  he 
levied  it,  either  by  the  revival  of  obiblete  laws,  or  by 
violations,  fome  more  open,   fome  more  difguifed, 

x  Franklyn,  p.  114.    RtMhwottb',  vOl.l,  p.  zoi; 
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of  the  privileges  of  the  nation.  Though  humane  and 
gentle  in  his  temper,  he  gave  way  to  a  few  feverities 
in  the  ftar-chamber  and  high-commiilion,  which 
feemed  necelfary,  in  order  to  fupport  the  prefent 
mode  of  adminiftration,  and  reprefs  therifmg  fpirit  of 
liberty  throughout  the  kingdom.  Under  theie  two 
heads  may  be  reduced  all  the  remarkable  tranfactions 
of  this  reign,  during  fome  years :  For,  in  peaceable 
and  profpercus  times,  where  a  neutrality  in  foreign 
affairs  is  obferved,  fcarcely  any  thing  is  remarkable, 
but  what  is,  in  fome  degree,  blamed  or  blame- 
able.  And,  left  the  hope  of  relief  or  protection 
from  parliament  might  encourage  opposition, Charles 
rimed  a  proclamation,  in  which  he  declared,  "  That 
"  whereas,  for  feveral  ill  ends,  the  calling  again  of 
Ci  a  parliament  is  divulged  ;  though  his  majeity  has 
"  mown,  by  frequent  meetings  with  his,  people, 
"  his  love  to  the  ufe  of  parliaments  :  Yet  the  late 
<c  abufe  having,  for  the  prefent,  driven  him  un- 
c:  willinciv  out  of  that  courfe  :  he  will  account  it 
"  prefumption  for  any  one  to  prefcribe  to  him  any 
"  time  for  the  calling  of  that  ailembly  y."  This 
was  generally  conftrued  as  a  declaration,  that,  dur- 
ing this  reign,  no  more  parliaments  were  intended 
to  be  fummoned  z.  And  every  meafure  of  the  king's 
confirmed  a  fufpicion,  fo  difagreeable  to  the  gene- 
rality of  the  people. 

Tonnage  and  poundage  continued  to  be  levied  irregular 
by  the  royal   authority   alone.     The  former   addi-  ,evies  of 
tional    impofitions  were  Hill  exacted.     Even  new 
impofrtions  were  laid  on  feveral  kinds  of  merchan- 
dife  \ 

The  cuftom-houfe  officers  received  orders  from 
the  council  to  enter  into  any  houfe,  warehoufe,  or 
cellar ;  to  fearch  any  trunk  or  chefl ;  and  to  break 
any  bulk  whatever  ;  in  default  of  the  payment  of 
cuftoms b. 

y  Pari.  Hift.  vol.  viii.  p.  389.     Rufli.  vol.  ii.  p.  3.  z  Claren- 

don, vol.  i.  p.  4.    May,  p.  14.  a  Rufh.  vol.  ii.  p.  8.    May, 

p.  16,  b  Rufli.  vol.  ii.  p.  9. 
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CHAP.       In  order  to  exercife  the  militia,  and  to  keep  them 

, \j  in  good  order,    each  county,  by  an   edict  of  the 

J630.  council,  was  aliened  in  a  certain  fum,  for  main- 
taining a  mutter-mailer,  appointed  for  that  fervice0. 
Compositions  were  openly  made  with  recufants, 
and  the  popilh  religion  became  a  regular  part  of  the 
revenue.  This  was  all  the  perfecution  which  it 
underwent  during  the  reign  of  Charles d. 

A  commission  was  granted  for  compounding 
with  fuch  as  were  poflefTed  of  crown-lands  upon  de- 
fective titles ;  and,  on  this  pretence,  fome  money 
was  exacted  from  the  people  e. 

There  was  a  law  of  Edward  II.  f,    That  whoever 
was  poffefled    of  twenty  pounds   a-year    in    land, 
mould  be  obliged,  when  fummoned,  to  appear  and 
to  receive  the  order  of  knighthood.    Twenty  pounds, 
at  that  time,  partly  by  the  change  of  denomination, 
partly  by  that  in  the  value  of  money,  were  equiva- 
lent to  200  in  the  feventeenth  century  ;  and  it  feemed 
Juft,  that  the  king-mould  not  ftrictlyinfiil  on  the  letter 
of  the  law,  and  oblige  people  of  fo  fmall  revenue  to 
accept  of  that  expenfive  honour.      Edward  VI.  s, 
and  queen  Elizabeth  h,  who  had  both  of  them  made 
ufe  of  this  expedient  for  raifmg  money,  had  fum- 
moned only  thofe  who  were  pofTefTed  of  forty  pounds 
a-year  and  Upwards  to  receive  knighthood,  or  com- 
pound for  their  neglect ;  and  Charles  imitated  their 
example,  in  granting  the  fame  indulgence.     Com- 
miiiioners  were  appointed  for  fixing   the   rates   of 
cornpofition ;  and  inftructions  were  given  to  thefe 
commiflioners   not   to    accept   of  a   lefs  fum   than 
would  have  been  due  by  the  party,  upon  a  tax  of 
three  fubfidies  and  a  half '.     Nothing  proves  more 
plainly   how  ill-difpofed    the   people  were  to   the 

c  Rufh.  vol.  ii.  p.  10.  J  Idem.  ibid.  p.  11,  12,  i>  247. 

e  Idem,  ibid.  p.  49.  f  Statutum  de  .nilitibus.  &  Rymer, 

torn.  xv.  p.  u.}.  h  Idem,  493.504.  i  Rufh.  vol.  ii. 

p.  ;o,  71,  72.    May,  p.  16. 
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mcafures  of  the  crown,  than  to  obferve,  that  they  chap. 
loudly  complained  of  an  expedient,  founded  on  po-       LI!- 
fitive  flatute,  and  warranted  by  fuch  recent  prece-      l6\T 
dents.     The  law  was   pretended   to  be    obfolcte  ; 
though  only  one  reign  had  intervened  fmce  the  laft 
execution  of  k. 

Barnard,  lecturer  of  St.  Sepulchre's,  London,  Severitie* 
ufed  this  expremon  in  his  prayer  before  fermon  ;  J  *  e 
Lord,  open  the  eyes   of  the  queen's  Jiiajefiy,  that  jhe  chamber 
may  fee  jfefus  Chrifi,  whom  floe  has  pierced  zuith  her  ^ola^mi' 
infidelity,  fuperfzition,  and  idolatry.     He  was  quef-  fion. 
tioned  in  the  high-commimon  court,  for  this  infult 
on  the  queen  ;  but,  upon  his  fubrniffion,  difmifled  K 
Leighton,  who  had  written  libels  againft  the  king,  the 
queen,  the  bifhops,  and  the  whole   admimftration, 
was  condemned  by  a  very  fevere,  if  not  a  cruel, 
fentence  ;  but  the  execution  of  it  was  fufpended  for 
fome  time,  in  expectation  of  his  fubrniffion  '.     All 
the  feverities,  indeed,  of  this  reign  were  exercifed 
againft  thofe  who  triumphed  in  their  fufferings,  who 
courted  perfecution,  and  braved  authority  :    And, 
on  that  account,  their  punifhment  may  be  deemed 
the  more  jufl,  but  the  lefs  prudent.     To   have   ne- 
glected them  entirely,  had  it  been  confident  with 
order  and  public  fafety,  had  been  the  wifefl  meafure 
that  could  have  been  embraced  ;   as  perhaps  it  had 
been  the  mod  fevere  punifhment  that  could  have 
been  inflicted  on  thefe  zealots. 

In  order  to  gratify  the  clergy  with  a  magnificent  1631. 
fabric,  fubferiptions  were  fet  on  foot,  for  repairing 
and  rebuilding-  St.  Paul's  ;  and  the  king,  by  his 
countenance  and  example,  encouraged  this  laudable 
undertaking"1.  By  order  of  the  privy-council.  St. 
Gregory's  church  was  removed,  as  an  impediment 
to  the  project  of  extending  and  beautifying  the  ca- 
thedral.     Some    houfes   and  fhops    likewife  were 

k  Rufhwortb,  vol.  ii.  p.  32.  I  Kennet's  complete  Iliit. 

vol.  iiL  p.  60.    Whitlocke,  p.  15.  hi  id-m,  p.  17. 
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CHAP,  pulled  down,  and  compenfation  was  made  to  the 
LI1-  owners  n.  As  there  was  no  immediate  profpect  of 
xg„#  aficmbling  a  parliament,  fuch  acls  of  power  in  the 
king  became  necefTary  ;  and  in  no  former  age  would 
the  people  have  entertained  any  fcruple  with  re- 
gard to  them.  It  muft  be  remarked,  that  the  pu- 
ritans were  extremely  averfe  to  the  raifmg  of  this 
ornament  to  the  capital.  It  favoured,  as  they  pre- 
tended, of  popilh  fuperftition. 

A  stamp  duty  was  impofed  on  cards :  A  new 
tax,  which,  of  itfelf,  was  liable  to  no  objection  ; 
but  appeared  of  dangerous  confequence,  when  con- 
fidered  as  arbitrary  and  illegal % 

Monopolies  were  revived  ;  an  oppreflive  me- 
thod of  levying  money,  being  unlimited,  as  well  as 
deflruclive  of  induftry.  The  laft  parliament  of 
James,  which  aboliihed  monopolies,  had  left  an 
equitable  exception  in  favour  of  new  inventions  $ 
and-on  pretence  of  thefe,  and  of  erecting  new  com- 
panies and  corporations,  was  this  grievance  now  re- 
newed. The  manufacture  of  fcap  was  given  to  a 
company  who  paid  a  mm  for  their  patent  P,  Lea- 
ther, fait,  and  many  other  commodities,  even  down 
to  linen  rags,  were  likewife  put  under  reftriclions. 

It  is  affirmed  by  Clarendon,  that  fo  little  benefit 
was  reaped  from  thefe  projects,  that  of  200,000 
pounds  thereby  levied  on  the  people,  fcarcely  1,50a 
Came  into  the  king's  coffers.  Though  we  ought 
not  to  fufpect  the  noble  hiftorian  of  exaggerations  to 
the  difadvantage  of  Charles's  meafures  ;  this  fact, 
}t  muft  be  owned,  appears  fomewhat  incredible. 
The  fame  author  adds,  that  the  king's  intention 
was  to  teach  his  fubjeds  how  unthrifty  a  thing  it 
was  to  refufe  reafonable  fupplies  to  the  crown.  An 
imprudent  project !  to  offend  a  whole  nation,  under 
the  view  of  punimment ;    and  to  hope,  by  acts  of 

n  Rufhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  88,  89,  90.  207.  462.  718.  °  Ickm4 

ibjid.  p.  103.  P  RuJhwortl),  vol.  ii.  p.  156.  14a.  189-  "5-- 
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violence,  to  break  their  refractory  fpirits,  without  CHAP, 
being  pollened  of  any  force  to  prevent  refinance. 

The  council  of  York  had  been  firft  erected,  after  ^2. 
a  rebellion,  by  a  patent  from  Henry  VIII.  without 
any  authority  of  parliament ;  and  this  exercife  of 
power,  like  many  others,  was  indulged  to  that  ar- 
bitrary monarch.  This  council  had  long  adted 
chiefly  as  a  criminal  court;  but,  befides  fome  inno- 
vations introduced  by  James,  Charles  thought  pro- 
per, fome  time  after  Wentworth  was  made  prefi- 
dent,  to  extend  its  powers,  and  to  give  it  a  large 
civil  jurifdiclion,  and  that  in  fome  refpects  difcre- 
tionary  .  It  is  not  improbable  that  the  king's  in- 
tention was  only  to  prevent  inconveniencies,  which 
arofe  from  the  bringing  of  every  caufe,  from  the 
mod  diflant  parts  of  the  kingdom,  into  Weftmku 
fter-hall :  But  the  consequence,  in  the  mean  time, 
of  ;his  meafure,  was  the  putting  of  all  the  northern 
counties  out  of  the  protection  of  ordinary  law,  and 
fubjecting  them  to  an  authority  fomewhat  arbitrary. 
Some  irregular  acts  of  that  council  were,  this  year, 
complained  of:  r. 

The  court  of  flar-chamber  extended  its  autho-  lC33. 
rity  ;  and  it  was  matter  of  complaint,  that  it  en- 
croached upon  the  jurifdiclion  of  the  other  courts  ; 
impofmg  heavy  fines  and  inflicting  fevere  punish- 
ment, beyond  the  ufualcourfe  of  juitice.  Sir  David 
Foulis  was  fined  5000  pounds,  chiefly  becaufe  he 
had  difluaded  a  friend  from  compounding  with  the 
commiffioners  of  knighthood s. 

Prynne,  a  barrifter  of  LincolnVInn,  had  writ- 
ten an  enormous  quarto  of  a  thoufand  pages,  which 
he  called  HiJirio-Mq/iyx.  Its  profefled  purpofe  was 
to  decry  ftage-plays,  comedies,  interludes,  mufic, 
dancing ;  but  the  author  likewife  took  occafion  to 
declaim  againft  hunting,  public  feftivals,  Chriftmas- 

1  Ruftnvorth,  vol.  ii.  p.  158, 159,  &c.    Franklyn,  p.  412. 
T  Rufhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  acz,  203,  s  ibid.  vol.  ii.  p.  215, 

%\6t  &c. 
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CHAP,  keeping  bonfires  and  maypoles.  His  zeal  againft 
%A  __j  a^  ^cfe  levities,  he  fays,  was  firft  moved  by  ob- 
16^.  ferving,  that  plays  fold  better  than  the  choicer!  fer- . 
mons,  and  that  they  were  frequently  printed  on 
finer  paper  than  the  Bible  itfelf.  Befides,  that  the 
players  were  often  papifl ;, and defperately  wicked ;  the 
play-houfes,  he  affirms,  are  Satan's  chapels,  the  play- 
haunters  little  better  than  incarnate  devils  ;  and  fo 
many  Heps  in  a  dance,  fo  many  paces  to  hell.  The 
chief  crime  of  Nero  he  represents  to  have  been,  his 
frequenting  and  acting  of  plays;  andthofe,who  nobly 
confpired  his  death,  were  principally  moved  to  it,  as 
he  affirms,  by  their  indignation  at  that  enormity. 
The  rell  of  his  thoufand  pages  is  of  a  like  {train. 
He  had  obtained  a  licence  from  archbimop  Abbot's 
chaplain  ;  yet  was  he  indicted  in  the  (tar-chamber 
as  a  libeller.  It  was  thought  fomewhat  hard,  that 
general  invectives  againft  plays  ihould  be  interpreted 
into  fatires  againfl  the  king  and  queen,  merely  be- 
caufe  they  frequented  theie  amufements,  and  be- 
caufe  the  queen  fometimes  a£ted  a  part  in  paftorals 
and  interludes,  which  were  reprefented  at  court. 
The  author,  it  mult  be  owned,  had,  in  plainer 
terms,  blamed  the  hierarchy,  the  ceremonies,  the 
innovations  in  religious  worship,  and  the  new  fu- 
perititions,  introduced  by  Laud ' ;  and  this  pro- 
bably, together  with  the  obftmacy  and  petulance  of 
his  behaviour  before  the  ftar-chamber,  was  the  rea- 
fon  why  his  fentence  was  fo  fevere.  He  was  con- 
demned to  be  put  from  the  bar  ;  to  Hand  on  the 
pillory  in  two  places,  Weftminfter  and  Cheapfide  j 

c  The  mullein  the  churches,  he  affirmed  not  to  be  the  noife  of 
men,  but  a  bleating  of  brute  beafts;  choirifters  bellow  the  tenor,  as 
it  were  oxen  ;  bark  a  counterpart,  as  it  were  a  kennel  of  dogs ;  roar 
out  a  trebtej  as  it  were  a  tort,  of  bulls  ;  and  grunt  out  a  bale,  as  it 
we:c  a  number  of  hogs;  Chriftmas,  as  it  is  kept,  is  the  devil's 
Chriftir.as  •,  and  Prynne  employed  a  great  number  of  pages  to  per- 
fuade  men  to  afft£t  the  name  of  Puritan,  as  if  Chrift  had  been  a  Pu- 
nta-i  ;  and  fo  he  fcith  in  his  Index,    Rufli.  vol.  ii.  p.  i:j. 
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to  lofe  both  his  ears,  one  in  each  place  ;    to  pay  chap. 
5000  pounds  fine  to  the  king ;    and  to  be  impri-       L11' 
ibned  during  life  u.  I<sCT" 

This  fame  Prynne  was  a  great  hero  among  the 
puritans  ;  and  it  was  chiefly  with  a  view  of  morti- 
fying that  feet,  that,  though  of  an  honourable  pro- 
feffion,  he  was  condemned  by  the  flar-chamber  to 
fo  ignominious  a  punifhment.  The  thorough-paced 
puritans  were  diftinguifhable  by  the  fournefs  and 
aufterity  of  their  manners,  and  by  their  averfion  to 
all  pleafure  and  fociety  w.  To  infpire  them  with 
better  humour  was  certainly,  both  for  their  own 
fake  and  that  of  the  public,  a  laudable  intention  in 
the  court ;  but  whether  pillories,  fines,  and  prifons, 
were  proper  expedients  for  that  purpofe,  may  admit 
of  fome  queftion. 

Another  expedient  which  the  king  tried  in  or- 
der to  infufe  cheerfulnefs  into  the  national  devotion, 
was  not  much  more  fuccefsful.  He  renewed  his 
father's  edict,  for  allowing  fports  and  recreations  on 
Sunday  to  fuch  as  attended  public  worfhip  ;  and  he 
ordered  his  proclamation  for  that  purpofe  to  be  pub- 
licly read  by  the  clergy  after  divine  fervice  x.  Thofe 
who  were  puritanically  affected  refufed  obedience, 
and  were  punifhed  by  fufpenfion  or  deprivation. 
The  differences  between  the  fefts  were  before  fuf- 
ficiently  great ;  nor  was  it  neceffary  to  widen  them 
farther  by  thefe  inventions. 

Some  encouragement  and  protection,  which  the 
king  and  the  bimeps  gave  to  wakes,  church-ales, 
bride-ales,  and  other  cheerful  feftivals  of  the  com- 
mon people,  were  the  objects  of  like  icandal  to  the 
puritans  y. 

This  year  Charles  made  a  journey  to  Scotland,  jUne  13, 
attended  by  the  court,  in  order  to  hoia  a  parliament 

u  Rufh.  vol.  ii.  p.  ■zzo,  231,  &cc.  *  rjugdale,  p.  z. 

*  Rufh.  vol.  ii  p-  193-459.  Whitlocke,  p.  16,  17.  Fianklyn, 
p.  437.  y  Rufh,  vol.  ii.  p.  191,  193.    May,  p.  ». 
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CHAP,  there,  and  to  pafs  through  the  ceremony  of  his  co» 
L1**  ronation.  The  nobility  and  gentry  of  both  king- 
iX,:,t  doms  rivaled  each  other,  in  expreffing  all  duty  and 
refpecl  to  the  king,  and, in  mowing  mutual  friend- 
ship and  regard  to  each  other.  No  one  could  have 
fufpee~ted,from  exterior  appearances, that  fuch  dread- 
ful fcenes  were  approaching. 

One  chief  article  of  bufinefs  (for  it  deferves  the 
name)  which  the  king  tranfacled  in  this  parliament, 
was,  befides  obtaining  fome  fupply,  to  procure  au- 
thority for  ordering  the  habits  of  clergymen  z.  The 
acl  did  not  pafs  without  oppofition  and  difficulty. 
The  dreadful  furplice  was  before  men's  eyes ;  and 
they  apprehended,  with  fome  reafon,  that,  under 
fanclion  of  this  law,  it  would  fcon  be  introduced 
among  them.  Though  the  king  believed  that  his 
prerogative  entitled  him  to  a  power,  in  general,  of 
directing  whatever  belonged  to  die  exterior  govern- 
ment of  the  church,  this  was  deemed  a  matter  of 
too  great  importance  to  be  ordered  without  the  lanc- 
tion  of  a  particular  ftatute. 

Immediately  after  the  king's  return  to  England, 
he  heard  of  archbifhop  Abbot's  death  :  And,  with- 
out delay,  he  conferred  that  dignity  on  his  favourite, 
Laud  ;  wfto,  by  this  acceffion  of  authority,  was  now 
enabled  to  maintain  ecclefiaflical  difcipline  with 
greater  rigour,  and  to  aggravate  the  general  difcon- 
tent  in  the  nation. 

Laud  obtained  the  bimopric  of  London  for  his 
friend  Juxon  ;  and,  about  a  year  after  the  death  of 
fir  Richard  Weiton,  created  earl  of  Poland,  had 
intereft  enough  to  engage  the  king  to  make  that 
prelate  high  treafurer.  Juxon  was  a  perfon  of 
great  integrity,  mildnefs,  and  humanity,  and  en- 
dued with  a  good  underftanding  \  Yet  did  this  laft 
promotion  give  general  offence.  His  birth  and 
character  were  deemed  too  obfcure  for  a  man  raifed 

z  Rufli.   vol.  ii.  p.  183. 

a  Whiilocke,  p,  33.    Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  99. 
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to  one  of  the  higheft  offices  of  the  crown.    And  the  cm  P. 
clergy,  it  was  thought,  were  already  too  much  elated       ^i',_y 
by   former   inftances  of  the  king's   attachment  to      ,633. 
them,  and  needed  not  this  farther  encouragement  to 
aflume  dominion  over  the  laity b.   The  puritans,  like- 
wife,  were  much  difTatisfied  with  Juxon,  notwith- 
standing his  eminent  virtues,  becau.fe  he  was  a  lover 
of  profane  field  fports,  and  hunting. 

Ship-money  was  now  introduced.  The  fTrfl  1634. 
writs  of  this  kind  had  been  directed  to  fea-port  ShlP-mo* 
towns  only  :  But  fhip-money  was  at  this  time  levied 
on  the  whole  kingdom  ;  and  each  county  was  rated 
at  a  particular  fum,  which  was  afterwards  afTefled 
upon  individuals  r.  The  amount  of  the  whole  tax 
was  very  moderate,  little  exceeding  200,000  pounds : 
It  was  levied  upon  the  people  with  equality  :  The 
money  was  entirely  expended  on  the  navy,  to  the 
great  honour  and  advantage  of  the  kingdom  :  As 
England  had  no  military  force,  while  all  the  other 
powers  of  Europe  were  ftrongly  armed,  a  fleet 
feemed  abfolutely  neceffary  for  her  fecurity  :  And  it 
was  obvious  that  a  navy  mud  be  built  and  equipped 
at  leifure,  during  peace ;  nor  could  it  poffibly  be 
fitted  out  on  a  fudden  emergence,  when  the  danger 
became  urgent :  Yet  all  thefe  confiderations  could 
not  reconcile  the  people  to  the  impofition.  It  was 
entirely  arbitrary  :  By  the  fame  right  any  other  tax 
might  be  impofed :  And  men  thought  a  powerful 
fleet,  though  very  defirable  both  for  the  credit  and 
fafety  of  the  kingdom,  but  an  unequal  recompenfe 
for  their  liberties,  which,  they  apprehended,  were 
thus  facrificed  to  the  obtaining  of  it. 

England,  it  mull  be  owned,  was,  in  this  re- 
fpect,  unhappy  in  its  prefent  fituation,  that  the  king 
had  entertained  a  very  different  idea  of  the  conftitu- 
tion,  from  that  which  began  in  general  to  prevail 
among  his  fubjecls.     He  did  not  regard  national 

b  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  97.    May,  p,  23. 
«  Ruftuvorlh,  vol.  ii.  p.  %$~l.  258,  kc. 
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CHAP,  privileges  as  fo  facred  and  inviolable,  that  nothing 
_   '       but  the  mod  extreme  neceffity  could  judify  an  in- 
1634.      fringement  of  them.     He  confidered  himfelf  as  the 
fupreme  magidrate,  to  whofe  care  heaven,  by  his 
birth-right,  had  committed  his  people,  whofe  duty 
it  was  to  provide  for  their  fecurity  and  happinefs, 
and  who  was  veiled  with  ample  difcretionary  powers 
for  that  falutary  purpofe.     If  the  obfervance  of  an- 
cient laws  and  cudoms  was  confident  with  the  pre- 
fent  convenience  of  government,  he  thought  himfelf 
obliged  to  comply  with  that  rule  ;  as  the  eafieft,  the 
fafeft,    and  what    procured  the  mod  prompt    and 
willing  obedience.     But  when  a  change  of  circum- 
ftances,  efpecially  if  derived  from  the  obdinacy  of 
the  people,  required  a  new  plan  of  adminiilration, 
national  privileges,  he  thought,  mud  yield  to  fu- 
preme power  ;    nor  could  any  order  of  the  date  op- 
pofe  any  right  to  the  will  of  the  fovereign,  directed 
to  the  good  of  the  public  d.     That  thefe  principles 
of  government  were  derived  from  the  uniform  tenor 
of  the  Englifh  laws,  it   would  be  rafii   to  affirm. 
The  fluctuating  nature  of  the  conditution,  the  im- 
patient  humour  of  the  people,  and   the  variety  of 
events  had,  no  doubt,  in  different  ages,  produced 
exceptions  and  contradictions.     Thefe  observations 
alone  may  be  edablifhed  on  both  fides,  that  the  ap- 
pearances were  fufHciently  drong  in  favour  of  the 
king  to  apologize  for  his  following  fuch  maxims  5  and 
that  public  liberty  mud  be  fo  precarious  under  this 
exorbitant  prerogative,  as  to  render  an  oppofition 
not  only  excufable,  but  laudable  in  the  people  -. 

Some  laws  had  been  enacted,  during  the  reign  of 
Henry  VII.  againd  depopulation,  or  the  converting 
of  arable  lands  into  padure.  By  a  decree  of  the 
ftar-chamber,  fir  Anthony  Roper  was  fined  4000 
pounds  for  an  offence  of  that  nature  f.    This  fevere 

d  Rafhworth,  vol.  iv.  p.  535.  54a. 

«  See  note  [Y]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 

f  Rufhvvorth,  vol.  ii.  p.  z~c.    Vol.  iii.  App.  p.  106. 
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ftntence  was  intended  to  terrify  others  into  compo-  chap. 
fition ;  and   above  30,000   pounds  were  levied  by       LIT- 
that  expedients     Like  compofitions,  or  in  default      l^34m 
of  them,  heavy  fines,  were  required  for  incroach- 
ments  on  the  king's  forefts ;  whofe  .bounds,  by  de- 
crees deemed  arbitrary,  were  extended  much  beyond 
what  was  uilial h.     The  bounds  of  one  foreft,  that 
of  Rockingham,  were  increaied  from  fix  miles  to 
fixty  '.     The  fame  refractory   humour  which   made 
the  people  refufe  to   the  king  voluntary  firpplies, 
difpofed  them  with  better  reafon  to  murmur  againft 
thefe  irregular  methods  of  taxation. 

-  rley  was  fined  10,00-0  pounds  for  reviling, 
challenging,  and  ftriking,  in  the  court  of  White- 
hall, fir  George  Theobald,  one  of  the  king's  fer- 
vants  K  This  fine  was  thought  exorbitant ;  but 
whether  it  was  compounded,  as  was  ufual  in  fines 
impofed  by  the  ftar-chamber,  we  are  not  informed. 

Allison  had  reported,  that  the  archbiihop  of 
York  had  incurred  the  king's  difpleafure,  by  aikiag 
a  limited  toleration  for  the  catholics,  and  an  allow- 
ance to  build  fome  churches  for  the  exercife  of  their 
religion.  For  thij  flander  againft  the  archbiihop, 
he  was  condemned  in  the  ftar-chamber  to  be  fined 
1000  pounds,  to  be  committed  to  prifon,  to  be 
bound  to  his  good  behaviour  during  life,  to  be 
whipped,  and  to  be  fet  on  the  pillory  at  Weftmin- 
iler,  and  in  three  other  towns  in  England.  Robins, 
who  had  been  an  accomplice  in  the  guilt,  was  con- 
demned by  a  fentence  equally  fevere '.  Such  events 
are  rather  to  be  confidered  as  rare  and  detached 
incidents,  collected  bv  the  fevere  fcrutiny  of  hifto- 
,  than  as  proofs  of  the  prevailing  genius  of  the 
s  adminiitration,  which  feems  to  have  been 
more  gentle  and  equitable  than  that  of  moft  of  his 

e  I  '.cm,  vbl.  ifi.  pi  373.    Frankly;-),  p.  478.  h  May,  p.  16. 

vol.  ii.  p.  117. 
*  Rulhworth,  vol.  ;!.  p.  :-;  1  Ibid,  p.  269. 
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CHAP,  predeceflbrs  :  There  were,  on  the  whole,  only  five! 
LII#  or  fix  fuch  inflances  of  rigour  during  the  courfe  of 
j634.  fifteen  years,  which  elapfed  before  the  meeting  of 
the  long  parliament.  And  it  is  alfo  certain,  that 
fcandal  againft  the  great,  though  feldom  profecuted 
at  prefent,  is,  however,  in  the  eye  of  the  law,  a 
great  crime,  and  fubje£ts  the  offender  to  very  heavy 
penalties. 

There  are  other  inflances  of  the  high  refpect 
paid  to  the  nobility  and  to  the  great  in  that  age ; 
when  the  powers  of  monarchy,  though  difputed, 
ftill  maintained  themfelves  in  their  priitine  vigour. 
Clarendon  m  tells  us  a  pleafant  incident  to  this  pur- 
pofe :  A  waterman  belonging  to  a  man  of  quality, 
having  a  fquabble  with  a  citizen  about  his  fare, 
mowed  his  badge,  the  creft  of  his  mafter,  which 
happened  to  be  a  fwan  ;  and  thence  infifted  on  bet- 
ter treatment  from  the  citizen.  But  the  other  re- 
plied carelefsly,  that  he  did  not  trouble  his  head 
about  that  goofe.  For  this  offence  he  was  fum- 
moned  before  the  marfhal's  court ;  was  fined,  as 
having  opprobrioufly  defamed  the  nobleman's  creft, 
by  calling  the  fwan  a  goofe  j  and  was  in  effect  re- 
duced to  beggary. 

Sir  Richard  Granvile  had  thought  himfelf  ill- 
ufed  by  the  earl  of  Suffolk  in  a  law-fuit ;  and  he 
was  accufed  before  the  flar-chamber  of  having  faid 
of  that  nobleman,  that  he  was  a  bafe  lord.  The 
evidence  againft  him  was  fomewhat  lame ;  yet,  for 
this  flight  offence,  infufticiently  proved,  he  wa9 
condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  8 coo  pounds ;  one  half 
to  the  earl,  the  other  to  the  king  n. 

Sir  George  Markham,  following  a  chafe  where 
lord  Darcy's  huntfman  was  cxercifing  his  hounds, 
kept  clofer  to  the  dogs  than  was  thought  proper  by 
the  huntfman,  who,  befides  other  rudenefs,  gave 

»  Life  of  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p,  73. 
n  Lord  Lanfdown,  p.  514. 
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him  foul  language,  which  fir  George  returned  with  CHAP, 
a  ftroke  of  his   whip.     The  fellow   threatened  to    <_J^. 
complain  to  his  matter :  The  knight  replied.  If  his      l634. 
mailer  Ihould  juftify  fuch  infolence,  he  would  ierve 
him  in  the  fame  manner,  or   words   to  that  effect. 
Sir  George  was  fummoned  before  the  fear-chamber, 
and  fined  10,000  pounds.     So  fine  a  thing  was  it  in 

thofe  days  to  be  a  lord! A  natural  reflection   of 

lord  Lanfdown's,  in  relating  this  incident  °.  The 
people,  in  vindicating  their  liberties  from  the  au- 
thority of  the  crown,  threw  off  alfo  the  yoke  of  the 
nobility.  It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  this  laft  in- 
cident happened  early  in  the  reign  of  James.  The 
ent  practice  of  the  fear-chamber  was  far  from 
being  an  innovation  ;  though  the  prefent  difpofi- 
tions  of  the  people  made  them  repine  more  at  this 
fervitude. 

Charles  had  imitated  the  example  of  Elizabeth  l63J« 
and  James,  and  had  iflued  proclamations  for". 
the  landed  gentlemen  and  the  nobility  to  live  idly 
in  London,  and  ordering  them  to  retire  to  their 
country-feats  ".  For  diiobedience  to  this  edict, 
many  were  indicted  by  the  attorney-general,  and 
were  fined  in  the  ilar-chamber  °:.  This  occafioned 
dilcontents  ;  and  the  fentences  were  complained  of, 
as  illegal.  But  if  proclamations  had  authority,  of 
which  nobody  pretended  to  doubt,  muft  they  not 
be  put  in  execution  ?  In  no  instance,  I  muft  con- 
fefs,  does  it  more  evidently  appear,  what  confufed 
and  uncertain  ideas  were,  during  that  age,  enter- 
tained concerning  the  English  conilitution. 

Ray,  having  exported  fullers -earth,  contrary  to 
the  king's  proclamation,  was,  befides  the   pillory, 

0  Lord  Liinfdown,  p.  515.  This  ft'ory  is  told  differently  in  ITo- 
bart's  Report*^  p.  12c.  It  there  appears,  that  Mafkham  was  fined 
only  500  pounds,  and  very  defervedly:  For  he  gave  the  lie  and  wrote 
a  challenge  to  lord  Darcy.  James  was  anxious' to  difcourage  the 
practice  of  SwA^n?,  which  v  ■   prevalent. 

p  Rufliworthj  vol.  ii.  p.  144.  1'  Idem,  ibid.  p.  iS3. 
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condemned  in  the  flar-chamber  to  a  fine  of  2000 
pounds r.  Like  fineswere  levied  on  Terry,  Eman, 
and  others,  for  dilbbeying  a  proclamation  which 
forbad  the  exportation  of  gold s.  In  order  to  ac- 
count for  the  fubfequent  convulfions,  even  thefe 
incidents  are  not  to  be  overlooked,  as  frivolous  or 
contemptible.  Such  feveiities  were  afterwards  mag- 
nified into  the  greateft  enormities. 

There  remains  a  proclamation  of  this  year,  pro- 
hibiting hacknev-coaches  from  Handing  in  the 
ltreet x.  We  are  told,  that  there  were  not  above 
twenty  coaches  of  that  kind  in  London.  There 
are,  at  prefent,  near  eight  hundred. 

The  effects  of  fhip-money  began  now  to  appear. 
A  formidable  fleet  of  fixty  fail,  the  greateft  that 
England  had  ever  known,  was  equipped  under  the 
earl  of  Northumberland,  who  had  orders  to  attack 
the  herring-bufles  of  the  Dutch,  which  fifhed  in 
what  were  called  the  Britifh  feas.  The  Dutch  were 
content  to  pay  30,000  pounds  for  a  licenfe  during 
this  year.  They  openly  denied,  however,  the 
claim  of  dominion  in  the  feas  beyond  the  friths, 
bays,  and  mores ;  and  it  may  be  queflioned,  whe- 
ther the  laws  of  nations  warrant  any  farther  preten- 
tions. 

This  year  the  king  fent  a  fquadron  againfl 
Sallee ;  and,  with  the  afliflance  of  the  emperor  of 
Morocco,  deftroyed  that  receptacle  of  pirates,  by 
whom  the  Englifh  commerce,  and  even  the  Englifli 
coafts,  had  long  been  infefted. 
1637.  Burton,  adivine,  and  Baftwick,  a  phyfician,were 

tried  in  the  flar-chamber  for  feditious  and  fchif- 
matical  libels,  and  were  condemned  to  the  fame  pu- 
nifhment  that  had  been  inflict. ed  on  Prynne.  Prynne 
himfelf  was  tried  for  a  new  offence ;    and,  together 

'  Rufhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  348.  s  Idem,  ibid.   p.  "350. 

c  Idem,  ibid.  p.  316. 
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with  another  fine  of  5000  pounds,  was  condemned  chap. 
1  to  lofe  what  remained  of  his  ears.  Befides  that  LIL 
thefe  writers  had  attacked  with  great  feyerity,  and  '~io*27, 
even  an  intemperate  zeal,  the  ceremonies,  rites,  and 
government  of  the  church ;  the  very  anfw^rs  which 
they  gave  into  the  court,  were  fo  full  of  contumacy 
and  of  inveclives  againft  the  prelates,  that  no  lawyer 
could  be  prevailed  on  to  fign  them u.  The  rigours, 
however,  which  they  underwent,  being  fo  unworthy 
men  of  their  profeffion,  gave  general  offence  ;  and 
the  patience,  or  rather  alacrity,  with  which  they  fuf- 
fered,  increafed  flill  farther  the  indignation  of  the 
public  w.  The  feverity  of  the  ftar-chamber,  which 
was  generally  afcribed  to  Laud's  paflionate  difpo- 
lition,  was,  perhaps,  in  itfelf  fomewhat  blamable ; 
butwill  naturally,  to  us,  appear  enormous, who  enjoy, 
in  the  utmofl  latitude,  that  liberty  of  the  prefs,  which 
is  efteemed  fo  neceffary  in  every  monarchy,  confined 
by  ftrict  legal  limitations.  But  as  thefe  limitations 
were  not  regularly  fixed  during  the  age  of  Charles, 
nor  at  any  time  before  ;  fo  was  this  liberty  totally 
unknown,  and  was  generally  deemed,  as  well  as  re- 
ligious toleration,  incompatible  with  all  good  go- 
vernment. No  age  or  nation,  among  the  moderns, 
had  ever  fet  an  example  of  fuch  an  indulgence  :  And 
it  feems  unreafonable  to  judge  of  the  meafures  em- 
braced during  one  period,  by  the  maxims  which 
prevail  in  another. 

Burton,  in  his  book  where  he  complained  of  in- 
novations, mentioned  among  others,  that  a  certain 
Wednefday  had  been  appointed  for  a  fail,  and  that 
the  fail  was  ordered  to  be  celebrated  without  any 
fermons x.  The  intention,  as  he  pretended,  of  that 
novelty  was,  by  the  example  of  a  fail  without  fer- 
mons, to  fupprefs  all  the  Wednesday's  lectures  in 
Lonaon.    It  is  obfervable,  that  the  church  of  Rome 

u  RufWerth,  vol.ii.  p.  381,38a,  &c.    State  Trinls,  vol.  v.  p.  66. 
",v  State  Trials,  vol.  v.  p.  80.        x  Ibid.  p.  74.  Frankjyn,  p.  829. 
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and  that  of  England,  being  both  of  them  lovers  of 
form  and  ceremony  and  order,  are  more  friends  to 
^637."  prayer  than  preaching  ;  while  the  puritanical  fe£ta- 
riies,  who  find  that  the  latter  method  of  addrefs,  be- 
in^  directed  to  a  numerous  audience  prefent  and 
viiible,  is  more  inflaming  and  animating,  have  al- 
ways regarded  it  as  the  chief  part  of  divine  fervice. 
Such  circumftances,  though  minute,  it  may  not  be 
improper  to  tranfmit  to  pofterity ;  that  thofe,  who 
are  curious  of  tracing  the  hiflory  of  the  human 
mind,  may  remark  how  far  its  feveral  Angularities 
coincide  in  different  ages.  ' 

Certain  zealots  had  erecfed  themfelves  into  a 
fociety  for  buying  in  of  impropriations,  and  tranf- 
ferring  them  to  the  church ;  and  great  fums  of 
money  had  been  bequeathed  to  the  fociety  for  thefe 
purpofes.  But  it  was  foon  obferved,  that  the  only 
ufc  which  they  made  of  their  funds,  was,  to  eftablifh 
lecturers  in  all  the  confiderable  churches  ;  men  who, 
without  being  fubjeeted  to  epifcopal  authorityl  em- 
ployed themfelves  entirely  in  preaching  and  fpread- 
iiig  the  fire  of  piiritanifm.  Laud  took  care  by  a 
decree,  which  was  parted  in  the  court  of  exchequer,, 
and  which  was  much  complained  of,  to  aboiifh  this 
fociety,  and  to  flop  their  progrefs  >'.  It  was,  how- 
ever, ftill  obferved,  that  throughout  England  the 
lecturers  were  all  of  them  puritanically  affected  ;  and. 
from  them  the  clergymen,  who  contented  them- 
felves with  reading  prayers  and  homilies  to  the  peo- 
ple.; commonly  received  the  reproachful  appellation 
of  dumb  dogs. 

The  puritans,  reuirained  in  England,  fhipped 
themfelves  off  for  America,  and  hid  there  the 
foundations  of  a  gov  it  which  pofTcficd  all  the 

liberty,  both  civil  and  religious,  of  which  they  found 
theinlclves  bereaved  in  their  native  country.     But 

y  Rufhworth,  vol. ii.  p.  rjo,  iti.  Whitlocke,  p.  15.  Hiftory 
of  the  Life  -   •  ;z, 
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their  enemies,  unwilling  that  they  mould  any  where  chap. 
enjoy  eafe  and  contentment,  and  dreading,  perhaps,       LI^ 
the  dangerous  confequences  of  fo  difaffected  a   co-      ,637. 
lony,  prevailed  on  the  king  to  iffue  a  proclamation, 
debarring  thefe  devotees  accefs  even  into  thbfe  in- 
hofpitable    deferts x.      Eight    mips,    lying   in    the 
Thames,  and  ready  to  fail,  were  detained  by  order 
of  council ;  and  in  thefe  were  embarked  fir  Arthur 
Hazelrig,  John  Hambden,  John  Pym,  and  Oliver 
Crom  -  who  had  refolved  for  ever  to  abandon 

their  native  country,  and  fly  to  the  other  extremk 
the  globe  ;  where  they  might  enjoy  lectures  and  uif- 
counes  of  any  length  or  form  which  pleafed  them. 
The  king  had  afterwards  full  leifure  to  repent  this 
exercife  of  his  authority. 

The  bifhop  of  Norwich,  by  rigoroufly  infifting 
on  uniformity,  hai  banifhed  many  induftrious 
tradefmen  from  that  city,  and  chafed  them  yitq 
Holland  z.  The  Dutch  began  to  be  more  intent 
on  commerce  than  on  orthodoxv  ;  and  thou-ht 
that  the  knowledge  of  ufeiul  arts  and  obedience  to 
the  laws  formed  a  good  citizen;  though  attenc 
with  errors  in  fubjecls  where  it  is  not  allowable  for 
human  nature  to  expect  any  polltive  truth  or  cer- 
tainty. 

Complaints  about  this  time  were  made,  that 
the  petition  of  right  was,  in  fome  inftances,  violat . 
and  that,  upon  a  commitment  by  the  king  and  coun- 
cil, bail  or  releafement  had  been  refufed  to  Jen 
iter,  and  Danvers  a. 

Williams,  bifhop   of  Lincoln,  a  man  cf  fpirit 
learning,  a  popular  prelate,  and  who  had  been 

>:  Rufh.  vol.  ii.  p.  4:9.  4 

f  Mathers  HOB  gnghmd,  bookt.    Dngdale.    Bates; 

■    vol.  i.  py  4a.  This 
quoted  author  puts  thefaft  beyond  c 
the  charac: 
•my  one  doubt,  that  the  enuring  quarrel  was  almoi'i  entirely 
it  might  he  expefted  df  ilace, 

lers  ? 
?  ..I-v,   p.  2a.  a  Rulli.  vol.  ii.  |  . 
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chap,  lord  keeper,  was  fined  10,000  pounds  by  the  ftar- 
L1**       chamber,  committed  to  the  Tower  during  the  king's 
j6,7<      pleafure,  and  fufpended  from  his  office.     This  fe- 
vere  fentence  was  founded  on  frivolous   pretences, 
and  was  mere  afcribed  to  Laud's  vengeance,  than 
to  any  guilt  of  the  bifhop  b.      Laud,  however,  had 
owed  his  firft  promotion  to  the  good  offices  of  that 
prelate  with  king   James.     But  fo  implacable  was 
the  haughty  primate,  that  he  raifed  up  a  new  profe- 
cution  againft  Williams,  on  the  ftrangefl  pretence 
imaginable.     In  order  to  levy  the  fine  above  men- 
tioned, forne  officers  had  been  fent  to  feize  all  the 
furniture  and  books  of  his  epifcopal  palace  of  Lin- 
coln ;  and  in  rummaging  the  houfe,  they  found  in  a 
corner  fome  neglected  letters,  which  had  been  thrown 
by  as  ufelefs.     Thefe   letters  were  written  by   one 
Gfbaldiftone,  a  fchoolmafcer,  and  were  directed  to 
Williams.      Mention  was   there   made    of   a    little 
great  man  ;   and  in  another  paffage,  the  fame  perfon 
was  denominated  a  little  urchin.     By  inferences  and 
conflrucrions,  thefe  epithets  were  applied  to  Laud ; 
and  on  no   better  foundation  was  Williams   tried 
anew,  as  having  received  fcandalous  letters,  and  not 
difcovering  that  private  correfpondence.     For  this 
offence  another  fine  of  8000  pounds  was  levied  on 
him :    Ofbaldiftone  was  likewife  brought  to   trial, 
and  condemned  to  pay  a  fine  of  5000  pounds,  and 
to  have  his  ears  nailed  to  the  pillory  before  his  own 
fchool.     He  faved  himfelf  by  flight ;  and  left  a  note 
in  his  fiudy,  wherein  he  faid,  "  That  he  was  gone 
"  beyond  Canterbury  ." 

These  profecutions  of  Williams  feem  to  have 
been  the  mod:  iniquitous  meafure  purfued  by  the 
court  during  the  time  that  the  ufe  of  parliaments  was 
fufpended.  Williams  had  been  indebted  for  all  his 
fortune  to  the  favour  of  James ;  but  having  quar- 
relled, firft  with  Buckingham,  then  with  Laud,  he 

*>  Rufhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  416,  &c. 

«  Ibid.  p.  803,  &c.    WliiUocke,  p.  25. 
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threw  himfelf  into  the  country  party  ;  and  with  great  CHAP, 
iirmnefs  and  vigour  oppofed  all  the  meafures    cf       LI*1, 
the  king.     A  creature  of  the  court  to  become  its  ob-      1637. 
ftinate  enemy,    a  bifhop  to  countenance  puritans ; 
thefe  circumiiances  excited    indignation,    and  en- 
gaged the  miniflers  in  thofe  fevere  meafures.     Not 
to  mention,  v.  hat  Tome  writers  relate,  that,  before 
the  fenteilce  was  pronounced  againft  him,  WilliaMs 
was  offered  a  pardon  upon  his  fubmillion,  which  he 
refufed  to  make.     The  court  was  apt  to  think,  that 
fo   refractory  a  fpirit    mud    by   any  expedient  be 
broken  and  fubdued. 

In  a  former  trial,  which  Williams'  underwent d 
(for  thefe  were  not  the  fTril),  there  was  mentioned, 
in  court,  a  flory,  which,  as  it  difcovers  the  genius 
of  parties,  may  be  worth  relating.  Sir  John  Lambe 
urging  him  to  profecute  the  puritans,  the  prelate 
aiked,  what  fort  of  people  thefe  fame  puritans  were  ? 
Sir  John  replied,  "  That  to  the  world  they  feemed  to 
"  be  fuch  as  would  not  iwear,  whore,  or  be  drunk  ; 
"  but  they  would  lie,  cozen,  and  deceive :  That 
•"  they  would  frequently  hear  two  fermons  a  day, 
"  and  repeat  them  too,  and  that  fometimes  they 
"  would  fail  all  day  long."  This  character  mu/t 
be  conceived  to  be  latirical ;  yet  it  may  be  allow- 
ed, that  that  feci  was  more  averfe  to  fuch  irregula- 
rities as  proceed  from  the  excefs  of  gaiety  and  plea- 
sure, than  to  thofe  enormities  which  are  the  mod 
deflruclive  of  fociety.  The  former  were  oppofite 
to  the  very  genius  and  fpirit  of  their  religion  ;  the 
latter  were  only  a  tranfgrefiion  of  its  precepts  :  And 
it  was  not  difficult  for  a  gloomy  enthufiaft  to  con- 
vince himfelf,  that  a  Uriel  obfervance  of  the  one 
would  atone  for  any  violation  of  the  other. 

In  1632,  the  treafurer,  Portland,  had  infilled 
with  the  vintners,  that  they  mould  fubmit  to  a  tax 
p.f  a  penny  a  quart  upon  all  the  wine  which  they 

£  Rufh worth,  vol.  ii.  p.  416. 

X  4  retailed. 
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CHAP,  retailed.  But  they  rejected  the  demand.  In  order 
LI1,  to  punim  then:,  a  decree,  fuddenly,  without  much 
,637.  inquiry  or  examination,  palled  in  the  (tar- chamber, 
prohibiting  them  to  fell  or  drefs  victuals  in  their 
houfes  e.  Two  years  after,  they  were  queftioned 
for  the  breach  of  this  decree  ;  and  in  order  to  avoid 
punifhmeut,  they  agreed  to  lend  the  king  fix  thou- 
fand  pounds.  Being  threatened,  during  the.  fub- 
fequent  years,  with  fines  and  prqfecutions,  they  at 
hit  compounded  the  matter,  and  fabmitted  to  pay 
half  of  that   duty  which  was  at   firft  c  d  of 

them  f.  It  required  little  forefight  to  perceive  that 
the  king's  right  of  iliuing  proclamations  muft,  if 
profecuted,  draw  on  a  power  of  taxation. 

LiLBtrRNE  was  accufed  before  the  liar- chamber 
of  publishing  and  difperfing  leditious  pamphlets. 
He  was  ordered  to  be  examine.!;  but  refufed  to 
take  the  oath  ufual  in  that  court,  that  he  would 
anfwer  interrogatories,  even  though  they  might  lead 
him  to  accufe  himfelf.  For  this  contempt,  as  it 
was  interpreted,  he  was  condemned  to  be  whipped, 
pilloried,  and  imprifoned.  While  he  was  whipped 
at  the  cart,  and  ftood  on  the  pillory,  he  harangued 
the  populace,  and  declaimed  violently  againft  the 
tyranny  of  biihops.  From  his  pockets  alfo  he  fcat- 
tered  p.  >,  faid  to  be  leditious  ;  becaufe  they 

attacked  the  .     The  liar-chamber,  which 

was  fitting  at  that  very  time,  ordered  him  imme- 
diately to  be  gagged.  He  ceafed  not,  however,  though 
both  gagged  and  pilloried,  to  icamp  with  his  foot,  and 
gefti  ■  in  order  tolhe\.  -ople^  that,  if  he 

1  it  in  his  po  .  .  would  in  II  harangue  them. 

This  befcaviour  lo  the  liar- 

chamber  ;  and  they  condemned  him  tc 
ed  in  a  dungeon,  an .  1<  -aded  with  i:         .(It  was 

found  .o  break  ho  placed 

n  their  hone,    P  ingi 

e  Ruflnvorth,   vol.  ii.   p.  ij7.  f  J4em?  ibrdl  p.  451. 

£  Ibid.  p.  465,  460,  4^;. 
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The  jealoufy  of  the  church  appeared  in  another  chap. 
inftance  lefs  tragical.     Archy,  the  king's  fool,  who, 
by  his  office,  had  the  privilege  of  jefting  on  his       Jjj] 
matter,  and  the  whole  court,  happened  unluckily 
to  try  his  wit  upon  Laud,    who  was  too  facred  a 
perfon  to  be  played  with.     News  having  arrived 
from  Scotland  of  the   firft  commotions  excited  by 
the  liturgy,  Archy  feeing  the  primate  pafs  by,  called 
to  him,  Who's  fbdl,  nvw,  my  ford?    For  this  offence, 
Archy  was  ordered,  by  fentence  of  the  council,  to 
have  his  coat  pulled  over  his  head,    and  to  be 
miffed  the  king's  iervice h. 

Here  is  another  inftance  of  that  rigorous  fubjec- 
tion  in  which  ail   men  were  held  by  Laud.     Some 
young  gentlemen  of  Lincoln's-inn,  heated  by  th 
cups,    having  drunk  confufion  to   the  archbifhop, 
were  at  his  mitigation  cited  before  the  (rev  y&rl  / 

They  applied  to  the  earl  of  Ddrfet  for 
Who  bears    witnefs  agawji  y: 
of  the    draicers,    they  faid.  '   he  fir, 

when  you  were  fuppofed  to  drink  this  health  ?    fub- 
joined  the  earl.     Me  was  at  replied, 

going  tout  of  tht  Tufh!    cried  he,  . 

mtfhaken  l         :    'rank  confufion  to  the  an 
of ' Canterbury' 's  enemies;    and  the  fellow   wits  gone 

before  you  pi  :  -  lafi  word.      -        up- 

i  the  young  gentlemen  with  a  n  hod   of 

defence  :  And  being  advifed  by  Dorfet  to  behave 
with  great  humility  and  great  fubmifilon  to  the  .  - 
mate;  the  modesty  of  their  carriage,  th<  ingenuity 
of  their  apology,  with  the  patronage  of  that  noble 
lord,  faved  them  from  any  feverer  puniihment  than 
iprdof  and  ;  ion,  with  which  tfaey  were 

.   a  '. 
This  year,    John   Hambden    acquired,    by   >         "rial  of 
it  and  courage,  unl :verfal  popularity  throughout  Kambden, 
the  nat:  I  has  merited    gfeat   renown  with 

poiterity,  for  the  bold  ftand  which  he  made  in  de- 

ifli.  vol.  n.  p.  4.70.  Welwood,  p.  z;2.     ?  ftbihj  Vol.  iii.  v.  1  k>. 
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c  ii  A  P.  fence  of  the  laws  and  liberties  of  his  country.  After 
LH.  the  impofing  of  fhip-money,  Charles,  in  order  to 
difcourage  all  oppofition,  had  propofed  this  queftion 
to  the  judges  ;  "  Whether,  in  a  cafe  of  neceffity, 
"  for  the  defence  of  the  kingdom,  he  might  not 
"  impofe  this  taxation  ;  and  whether  he  were  not 
*'  fole  judge  of  the  neceffity  ?"  Thefe  guardians  of 
law  and  liberty  replied,  with  great  compiaifance, 
"  That  in  a  cafe  of  neceffity  he  might  impofe  that 
<i  taxation,  and  thai  he  was  fole  judge  of  the  ne- 
*?  ceffityV  Hambden  had  been  rated  at  twenty 
millings  for  an  eft  ate  which  he  poflelfed  in  the 
county  of  Buckingham :  Yet  notwithstanding  this 
declared  opinion  of  the  judges,  notwithftanding  the 
great  power,  and  fometimes  rigorous  maxims  of  the 
crown,  netwithftaiiding  the  fmall  profped  of  relief 
from  parliament ;  he  refolved,  rather  than  tamely 
fubmit  to  fo  illegal  an  impofition,  to  ftand  a  legal 
profecution,  and.  expefe  himfelf  to  all  the  indigna- 
tion of  the  court.  The  cafe  was  argued  during 
twelve  days,  in  the  exchequer  chamber,  before  all 
the  judges  of  England ;  and  the  nation  regarded, 
with  the  utmoft  anxiety,  every  circumftance  of  this 
celebrated  trial.  The  event  was  eafily  forefeen : 
But  the  principles,  and  reafonings,  and  behaviour 
of  the  parties  engaged  in  the  trial,  were  much  can- 
valfed  and  inquired  into ;  and  nothing  could  equal 
the  favour  paid  to  the  one  fide,  except  the  hatred 
which  attended  the  other. 

It  was  urged  by  Hambden's  counfel,  and  by  his 
partifans  in  the  nation,  that  the  plea  of  neceffity  was 
in  vain  introduced  into  a  trial  of  law ;  fmce  it  was 
the  nature  of  neceffity  to  abolifh  all  law,  and,  by  ir- 
refiilible  violence,  to  diffolve  all  the  weaker  and 
more  artificial  ties  of  human  fociety.  Not  only  the 
prince,  in  cafes  of  extreme  diftrefs,  is  exempted 
from  the  ordinary  rules  of  adminiftration:  All  orders 
of  men  are  then  levelled ;  and  any  individual  may 

*  Kuftnvoith,  vol.  ii.  p.  tsjj.    Whitlocke;  p.  24. 
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■confult  the  public  fafety  by  any  expedient  which  his  c  H  A  P. 
fituation  enables  him  to  employ.  But  to  produce  Ln- 
fo  violent  an  effect,  and  fo  hazardous  to  every  16-7. 
community,  an  ordinary  danger  or  difficulty  is  not 
fufficient ;  much  lefs,  a  neceffity  which  is  merely 
fictitious  and  pretended.  Where  the  peril  is  urgent 
and  extreme,  it  will  be  palpable  to  every  member 
of  the  fociety  ;  and  though  all  ancient  rules  of  go- 
vernment are  in  that  cafe  abrogated,  men  wTill  rea- 
dily, of  themfelves,  fubmit  to  that  irregular  autho- 
rity, which  is  exerted  for  their  prefervation.  But 
what  is  there  in  common  between  fuch  fuppofitions, 
and  the  prefent  condition  of  the  nation  ?  England  en- 
joys a  profound  peace  with  all  her  neighbours  :  And 
what  is  more,  all  her  neighbours  are  engaged  in 
furious  and  bloody  wars  among  themfelves,  and  by 
their  mutual  enmities  farther  eniure  her  tranquillity. 
The  very  writs  themfelves,  which  are  iffued  for  the 
levying  of  fhip-money,  contradicl  the  fuppofition 
of  neceffity,  and  pretend  only  that  the  feas  are  in- 
fefted  with  pirates  ;  a  flight  and  temporary  incon- 
venience, which  may  well  await  a  legal  fupply  from 
parliament.  The  writs  likewife  allow  feveral  months 
for  equipping  the  mips ;  which  proves  a  very  calm 
and  deliberate  fpecies  of  neceffity,  and  one  that  ad- 
mits of  delay  much  beyond  the  forty  days  requifite 
for  fummoning  that  affembly.  It  is  flrange  too, 
that  an  extreme  neceffity  which  is  always  apparent, 
and  ufually  comes  to  a  fudden  crifis,  mould  now 
have  continued,  without  interruption,  for  near  four 
years,  and  mould  have  remained,  during  fo  long  a 
time,  invifible  to  the  whole  kingdom.  And  as  to 
the  pretenfion,  that  the  king  is  fole  judge  of  the 
neceffity ;  what  is  this  but  to  fubject  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  nation  to  his  arbitrary  will  and  pleafure? 
To  expect  that  the  public  will  be  convinced  by  fuch 
reafoning,  muft  aggravate  the  general  indignation ; 
by  adding,  to  violence  againll  men's  perfons  and  their 
property,  fo  cruel  a  mockery  of  their  underftanding. 
18  In 
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In  vain  are  precedents  of  ancient  writs  produced: 
The  its,  when  examined,  are  only  found  to  re- 

quire the  fea-ports,  fometinies  at  their  own  charge, 
foHiedmes  at  the  charge  of  the  counties,  to  fend 
their  fhips  for  the  defence  of  the  nation.  Even  the 
prerogative,  which  empowered  the  crown  to  ifiue 
luch  writs,  is  abolifhed,  and  its  exercife  almoft  en- 
tirely difcontinued,  from  the  time  of  Edward  III. l ; 
and  all  the  authority  which  remained,  or  was  after- 
wards exercifed,  was,  to  pre's  mips  into  the  public 
fervice,  to  be  paid  for  by  the  public.  How  wide  are 
thefe  precedents  from  a  power  of  obliging  the  peo- 
ple, at  their  own  charge,  to  build  new  mips,  to 
victual  and  pay  them,  for  the  public  ;  nay,  to  fur- 
nifh  money  to  the  crown  for  that  purpofe !  What 
iecurify  either  againd  the  farther  extenfion  of  this 
claim,  or  againit  diverting  to  other  purpofes  the 
public  money  fo  levied  ?  The  plea  of  neceffity 
would  warrant  any  other  taxation  as  well  as  that  of 
Ihip-money :  Wherever  any  difficulty  mall  occur, 
the  administration,  inflead  of  endeavouring  to  elude 
or  overcome  it  by  gentle  and  prudent  meafures, 
will  iniiantly  reprefent  it  as  a  reafon  for  infringing 
all  ancient  laws  and  institutions :  And  if  fuch 
maxims  and  fuch  practices  prevail,  what  has  be- 
come of  national  liberty  ?  What  authority  is  left  to 
the  great  charter,  to  the  ftatutes,  and  to  that  very 
petition  of  right,  which,  in  the  prefent  reign,  had 
been  fo  ibiernnly  enacted  by  the  concurrence  of  the 
whole  legrflature  ? 

The  defencelefs  condition  of  the  kingdom  while 
unprovided  with  a  navy ;  the  inability  of  the  king, 
from  his  eftabliihed  revenues,  with  the  utmofl  care 
and  frugality,  to  equip  and  maintain  one  j  the  im- 
poflibiiity  of  obtaining,  on  reafonable  terms,  any 
voluntary  fupply  from  parliament :  All  thefe  are 
reafons  of  ftate,  not  topics  of  law.  If  thefe  reafons 
appear  to  the  king  fo  urgent  as  to  difpenfe  with  the 

J  Si...  voj.  v,  p.  ;4j.  ;jj. 
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legal  rules   of   government;    let   him   enforce    his  CHAP. 

edi&s  by  his  court  of  ftar-chamber,  the  proper  in-  L  ^'  j 

ilrument  of  irregular  and  abfolute  power;  not  pro-      1.    -. 

ftitute  the  character  of  his  judges  by  a  deer. 

is  not,  and  cannot  poflibly  be  legal.     By  this  me; 

the   boundaries   at  lead   will  be  kept  more  did: 

between  ordinary  law  and  extraordinary  exertions  of 

prerogative ;   and  men  will  know,  that  the  national 

conftitution  is  onlv  furncnded  during  a  prefent  and 

difficult  emergence,  but  has  not  undergone  a  total 

and  fundamental  alteration. 

Notwithstanding  thefe  rcafons,  the  prejudiced 
judges,  four  m  excepted,  gave  fentence  in  favour  of 
the  crown.  Hambden,  however,  obtained  by  the 
trial  the  end  for  which  he  had  fo  generouily  facri- 
ficed  his  fafety  and  his  quiet  :  The  people  were 
roufed  from  their  lethargy,  and  became  fennble  of 
the  danger  to  which  their  liberties  were  expofed. 
Thefe  national  quefdons  were  canvaifed  in  every 
company ;  and  the  more  they  were  examined,  the 
more  evidently  did  it  appear  to  many,  that  liberty  was ' 
totally  fubverted,  and  an  unufual  and  arbitrary  autho- 
rity exercifed  ever  the  kingdom.  Slavifh  principles, 
they  faid,  concur  with  illegal  pra£tlces  ;  etclefiaw 
ftical  tyranny  gives  aid  to  civil  umrpation  ;  in: 
tous  taxes  are  fupported  by  arbitrary  punifhments  ; 
and  all   the  p  ^es   of  the    nation,   transmitted 

through  fo  many  ages,  fecured  by  fo  many  laws, 
and  purchafed  by  thfe  blood  of  fo  many  :nd 

patriots,  now   lie  p:  at  the  feet  cf  the  mo- 

narch. What  though  public  peace  and  national 
induftry  increased  the  commerce  and  opulence  of 
the  kingdom?  This  advantage  was  tem .r  and 

due  alone,  not  to  any  encouragement  given  by  the 
crown,  bat  to  the  fpirit  of  the  Engtifn,  the  remains 
of  their  ancient  freedom.     What  though  the  oer- 

o 

"  See  State   Trials :    Article  the 

fpeeches  of 
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c  ?T^P'  fonal  character  of  the  king,  amidft  all  his  mifguided 
^_  .' _}  counfels,  might  merit  indulgence,  or  even  praife  ? 
J637.  He  was  but  one  man;  and  the  privileges  of  the 
people,  the  inheritance  of  millions,  were  too  valu- 
able to  be  facrificed  to  his  prejudices  and  miftakes. 
Such,  or  more  fevere,  were  the  fentiments  promoted 
by  a  great  party  in  the  nation  :  No  excufe  on  the 
king's  part,  or  alleviation,  how  reafonable  foever, 
could  be  hearkened  to  or  admitted  :  And  to  redrefs 
thefe  grievances,  a  parliament  was  impatiently 
longed  for ;  or  any  other  incident,  however  cala- 
mitous, that  might  fecure  the  people  againft  thofe 
opprefiions  which  they  felt,  or  the  greater  ills  which 
they  apprehended  from  the  combined  encroachments 
of  church  and  fcate. 
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CHAP.      LIII. 


D'fcontents  in  Scotland Introduction  of  the  canons. 

and  liturgy A    tumuli  at   Edinburgh The 

covenant A  general   afihnbly Epifcopacy 

abolijhed War A  pacification Re- 
newal  of  the  war Fourth  Englijh  parliament 

Diffolution Difcontents    in   England 

Rout  at  Newbz/rn Treaty  at  Rippon Great 

council  of  the  peers. 

TH  E  grievances  under  which  the  Englifh  la-  C  H  A  p. 
boured,  when  considered  in  themfelves,  with-  Lm* 
out  regard  to  th&-  conftitution,  fcarcely  deferve  the  J^T 
name ;  nor  were  they  either  burdenfome  on  the 
people's  properties,  or  anywife  {hocking  to  the  na- 
tural humanity  of  mankind.  Even  the  impofition 
of  (hip-money,  independent  of  the  coniequences, 
was  a  great  and  evident  advantage  to  the  public,  by 
the  judicious  ufe  which  the  king  made  of  the  money 
levied  by  that  expedient.  And  though  it  was  juftly 
apprehended,  that  fuch  precedents,  if  patiently  fub- 
mitted  to,  would  end  in  a  total  difufe  of  parliaments, 
and  in  the  eftablimment  of  arbitrary  authority ; 
Charles  dreaded  no  oppofition  from  the  people,  who 
are  not  commonly  much  affected  with  confequences, 
and  require  fome  ftriking  motive  to  engage  them  in 
a  refiltance  of  eftablimed  government.  All  eccle- 
iiaftical  affairs  were  fettled  by  law  and  uninterrupted 
precedent ;  and  the  church  was  become  a  confider- 
able  barrier  to  the  power,  both  legal  and  illegal,  of 
the  crown.  Peace  too,  induftry,  commerce,  opu- 
lence; nay,  even  juftice  and  lenity  of  adminiflra- 
tion,  notwithflanding  fome  very  few  exceptions  : 
All  thefe  were  enjoyed  by  the  people ;  and  every 
other   bleffing  of  government,  except   liberty,  or 

rather 
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rath  4fe  of  liberty  and  its  proper 

It    feemed   probable,    therefore,    that 
long  have  continued  on  the  fame  foot- 
and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Scotland;  a  country  more  turbulent,  and 

>n  and  obedience.     It  was 
zommotions  firTE  arofe  ;  and  it  is  there- 
fore time  for  us  to  return  thither,  and  to  give  an 
account  cf  tl  of  affairs  in  that  kingdom. 

Though  the  pacific,  and  not  unfkilful  govern- 
ment of  James,  and  the  great  authority  which  he 
had  acquired,  had  much  allayed  the  feuds  among 
the  great  families,  and  had  efiablifhed  law  and  order 
tnrou  Jom ;  the  Scottim  nobility  were 

ftill  porfefled  of  the  chief  power  and  influence  over 
the  people.  Their  property  was  extenfive  ;  their 
here  ?ns  and  the  feudal   tenures  in- 

creafed  their  authority  ;   and  the  attachment  of  the 
:0  the  heads  of  families  eftablifhed  a  hind  of 
volu:  tilde  under  the   chieftains.     Befides 

had  much  loofened  the  king's 
connexions  with  the  nobility,  who  refided  chiefly  at 

countrv-feats  ;    they  were  in  general  at 
time,   though  from  flight    caufes,    much   difgufted 
with  the  court.     Charles,  from  the  natural  pictv  or 
fu^erMition  of  his  temper,  was  extremeiv  attached 

A  1  J  J 

to  the  ecclefiaitics :  and  as  it  is  natural"  fcr  men  to 
perfuade  themfelves  that  their  interefl  coincides  ^ 

'•inclination;  he  had  eftabliihed  it  as  a  fixed 
maxim  of  policy,  to  increafe  the  power  and  autho- 
rity of  that  order.     The  prelates,  he  thought,  efta- 

hed  regularity  and  difcipline  among  the  cler 
the  clergy  inculcated  obedience  and  loyalty  an. 
the  people  :  And  as  that  rank  of  men  had  no  fepa- 
rate    authoring    and  no    dependence   but    on    the 
crown  ;   the  roval  power,  it  would  feem,  might  with 
the  greater  iafety  be  entrtifted  in  their  hands.  M 


0  Chrern'on,  p.  74,  75.     May,  p.  18.    Warrtick,  p.  Cz. 
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cf  the  prelates,  therefore,  were  railed  to  the  chief 
dignities  of  the  ftate  5 :  Spotfwood,  archbifhop  of 
St.  Andrew's,  was  created  chancellor  :  Nine  of  the 
bifhops  were  privy  counfellors  :  The  biihop  of  Rofs 
afpired  to  the  office  of  treafurer  :  Some  of  the  pre- 
lates poffelTed  places  in  the  exchequer  :  And  it  was 
even  endeavoured  to  revive  the  firft  inftitution  of 
the  college  of  juilice,  and  to  mare  equally  between 
the  clergy  and  laity  the  whole  judicial  authority  <?. 
Thefe  advantages,  poffeffed  by  the  church,  and 
which  the  bifhops  did  not  always  enjoy  with  fuit- 
able  modefty,  difgufted  the  haughty  nobility,  who, 
deeming  themfelves  much  fuperior  in  rank  and 
quality  to  this  new  order  of  men,  were  difpleafed 
to  find  themfelves  inferior  in  power  and  influence, 
luterefl  joined  itfelf  to  ambition,  and  begat  a  jea- 
loufy,  left  the  epifcopal  fees,  which,  at  the  reform- 
ation, had  been  pillaged  by  the  nobles,  mould 
again  be  enriched  at  the  expence  of  that  order. 
By  a  mofh  ufeful  and  beneficial  law,  the  impropri- 
ations had  already  been  raviihed  from  the  great 
men  :  Competent  falaries  had  been  affigned  to  the 
impoverifhed  clergy  from  the  tithes  of  each  parifh  : 
And  what  remained,  the  proprietor  of  the  land 
was  empowered  to  purchafe  at  a  low  valuation  \ 
The  king  likewife,  warranted  by  ancient  law  and 
practice,  had  declared  for  a  general  refumption  of 
all  crown-lands  alienated  by  his  predecefTors ;  and 
though  he  took  no  flep  towards  the  execution  of 
this  project,  the  very  pretenfion  to  fuch  power  had 
excited  jealoufy  and  difcontent ?. 

Notwithstanding  the  tender  regard  which 
Charles  bore  to  the  whole  church,  he  had  been 
able,  in  Scotland,  to  acquire  only  the  affection  of 
the  fuperior  rank  among  the  clergy.  The  miniilers 
in  general  equalled,  if  not  exceeded  the  nobility,  in 

v  Rufhwort'r,  voi.ii.  p.  386.    May,  p.  29.  1  Guihry's 

Memoirs,  p.  14.    Burners  Mem.  p.  29,  ~c.  r  King's  Deda- 

•■;  p  7.    Frariklyn,  p.  611.  s  King's  Declaration,  p.6« 

Vol.  VI.  Y  their 
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chap,  their  prejudices  againft  the  court,  againfc  the  pre- 
»  Iates,  and  againft  epifcopal  authority  c.  Though 
j6£7,  the  eflablilhment  of  the  hierarchy  might  feem  ad- 
vantageous to  the  inferior  clergy,  both  as  it  erected 
dignities  to  which  ail  of  them  might  afpire,  an* 
it  beftowed  a  luitre  on  the  whole  body,  and  allured 
men  of  family  into  it ;  thefe  views  had  no  influence 
on  the  Scottim  ecclefiaftics.  In  the  prefent  difpo- 
firion  of  men's  minds,  there  was  another  circum- 
ftance,  which  drew  confederation,  and  counterba- 
lanced power  and  riches,  the  ufual  foundations  of 
diftinctions  among  men  ;  and  that  was,  the  fervour 
of  piety,  and  the  rhetoric,  however  barbarous,  of 
religious  lectures  and  difcourfes.  Checked  by  the 
prelates  in  the  licenfe  of  preaching,  the  clergy  re- 
garded epifcopal  jurifdiction  both  as  a  tyranny  and 
an  ufurpation,  and  maintained  a  parity  among  ec- 
clefiaftics  to  be  a  divine  privilege,  which  no  human 
law  could  alter  or  infringe.  While  fuch  ideas  pre- 
vailed, the  moft  moderate  exercife  of  authority 
would  have  given  difgufi  ;  much  more,  that  exten- 
fivc  power,  which  the  king's  indulgence  encouraged 
the  prelates  to  affume.  The  jurifdiction  of  preiby- 
teries,  fynods,  and  other  democratical  courts,  was, 
in  a  manner,  abolifhed  by  the  bifhops  ;  and  the  ge- 
neral affembly  itfelf  had  not  been  fummoned  for, 
feveral  years  u.  A  new  oath  was  arbitrarily  impofed 
on  intrants,  by  which  they  fwore  to  obferve  the 
articles  of  Perth,  and  fubmit  to  the  liturgy  and 
canons.  And  in  a  word,  the  whole  fyflem  of  church 
government,  during  a  courfe  of  thirty  years,  had 
been  changed  by  means  of  the  innovations  intro- 
duced by  James  and  Charles. 

The  people,  under  the  influence  of  the  nobility 

and  clergy,  could  not  fail  to  partake  of  the  dif- 

hich  prevailed  among  thefe  two  orders; 

and  where  real  grounds  of  complaint  were  wanting, 

z  Burnet's  Mem.  p.  29,  30.  u  May,  p.  29. 

they 
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they  greedily  laid  hold  of  imaginary  ones.     The  chap. 
fame  horror  againfl  popery,  with  which  the  Eng- 
lifli  puritans  were  poiTeffed,  was  cbfervable  among      xjj7. 
the  populace  in  Scotland  ;   and  among  thefe,  as  be- 
ing more  uncultivated  and  uncivilized,  feemed  ra- 
ther to  be  inflamed  into  a  higher  degree  of  ferocity. 
The  genius  of  religion,  which  prevailed  in  the  court 
and  among  the  prelates,  was  of  an  oppofite  nature ; 
and  having  fome  affinity  to  the  Romifh  worfhip,  led 
them   to  mollify,  as   much  as  poilible,  the  fevere 
prejudices,  and   to   fpeak  of  the  catholics  in  more 
charitable  language,  and  with  more  reconciling  ex- 
prefTions.     From  this  foundation,  a  panic  fear   of 
popery  was  eafily  raifed  -,  and  every  new  ceremony 
or  ornament,  introduced  into   divine  fervice,  wras 
part  of  that  great  myflery  of  iniquity,  which,  from 
the  encouragement  of  the  king  and  the  bifhops,  was 
to  overfpread  the   nation w.     The  fewr  innovations, 
which  James  had  made,  were  confidered  as  prepa- 
ratives to  this  grand  defign  ;  and  the  farther  altera- 
tions attempted  by  Charles  were  reprefented   as  a 
plain  declaration   of  his   intentions.     Through  the 
whole  courfe  of  this  reign,  nothing  had  more  fatal 
influence,  in  both  kingdom?,  than  this  groundlefs 
apprehenHon,  which  with  fo   much  induflry   was 
propagated,  and  with  fo   much  credulity  was  em- 
braced, by  all  ranks  of  men. 

Amidst  thefe  dangerous  complaints  and  terrors 
of  religious  innovation,  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical 
liberties  of  the  nation  were  imagined,  and  with  feme 
reafon,  not  to  be  altogether  free  from  invafion. 

The  eftablifhment  of  the  high-commiffion  by 
James,  without  any  authority  of  law,  feemed  a  con- 
fiderable  encroachment  of  the  crown,  and  erected 
the  moil  dangerous  and  arbitrary  of  all  courts,  by  a 
method  equally  dangerous  and  arbitrary.  All  the 
Heps  towards  the  fetdement  of  epifcopacy  had  in- 

w  Burn et'a  Mem.  p.  29,  3c,  31. 
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CHAP,  deed  been  taken  with  confent  of  parliament :  The 
■  [IL      articles  of  Perth  were  confirmed  in  1621  :   In  1633, 
1C1:.      the  king  had  obtained  a  general  ratification  of  every 
ecclefiaftical  eftablifhment :    But  thefe  laws  had  lefs 
authority  with  the  nation,  as  they  were  known  to 
have  parted  contrary  to  the  fentiments  even  of  thofe 
who  voted  for  them,  and  were  in  reality  extorted  by 
the  authority  and  importunity  of  the  fovereign.  The 
means,  however,  which  both  James  and  Charles  had 
employed,  in  order  to  influence  the  parliament,  were 
entirely  regular ;  andnoreafonable  pretence  had  been 
afforded  for  reprefenting  thefe  laws  as  null  or  invalid. 
But  there  prevailed  among  the  greater  part  of  the 
nation  another  principle,  of  the  molt  important  and 
moit   dangerous    nature,  and  which,  if  admitted, 
deftroyed  entirely  the  validity  of  all  fuch  ftatutes. 
The  ecclefiaftical  authority  was  fuppofed  totally  in- 
dependent  of  the  civil ;  and  no  act  of  parliament, 
nothing  but  the  confent  of  the  church  itfelf,  was  re- 
prefented  as  fufficient  ground  for  the  introduction  of 
any  change  in  religious  worihip  or  discipline.     And 
though  James  had  obtained  the  vote  of  affemblies 
for  receiving  epifcopacy  and  his  new  rites  ;  it  mufl 
be  confefied,  that  fuch  irregularities  had  prevailed 
in  conftituting  thefe  ecclefiaftical  courts,  and  fuch 
violence  in  conducting  them,  that  there  were  fome 
grounds  for  denying  the  authority  of  all  their  acts. 
Charles,  fennble  that  an  extorted  confent,  attended 
with  fuch  invidious  circumftances,  would  rather  be 
prejudicial  to  his  meafures,  had  wholly  laid  afide  the 
ufe  of  afTemblies,  and  was  refolved,  in  conjunction 
with  the  bifhops,  to  govern  the  church  by  an  autho- 
rity, to  which  he  thought  himfelf  fully  entitled,  and 
which  he  believed  inherent  in  the  crown. 

The  king's  great  aim  was  to  complete  the  work 
fo  happily  begun  by  his  father  ;  to  eftablifh  difcipline 
upon  a  regular  fyftem  of  canons,  to  introduce  a  li- 
turgy into  public  worfuip,  and  to  render  the  eccle- 
fiaftical government  of  all  his  kingdoms  regular  and 

uniform. 
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uniform.  Some  views  of  policy  might  move  him  c  II  A  P. 
to  this  undertaking  :  But  his  chief  motives  were  de-  L1II'_. 
rived  from  principles  of  zeal  and  conlcience.  l637# 

The  canons  for  eftablilhing  ecclefiaflical  jurif-  Iptroduc- 
diction  were  promulgated  in  1635;  and  were  re-  canonsanU 
ceived  by  the  nation,  though  without  much  appear-  liturgy. 
ing  opposition,  yet  with  great  inward  apprehenfion 
and  diicontent.  Men  felt  difpleafure  at  feeing  the 
royal  authority  highly  exalted  by  them,  and  repre- 
fented  as  abfolute  and  uncontrollable.  They  faw 
thefe  fpeculative  principles  reduced  to  practice,  and 
a  whole  body  of  ecclefiaflical  laws  eftablifhed  with- 
out any  previous  confent  either  of  church  or  ft  ate  x. 
They  dreaded  left,  by  a  parity  of  reafon,  like  ar- 
bitrary  authority,  from  like  pretences  and  princi- 
ples, would  be  affumed  in  civil  matters  :  They  re- 
marked, that  the  delicate  boundaries  which  fepa- 
rate  church  and  date,  were  already  paffed,  and 
many  civil  ordinances  eftablifhed  by  the  canons, 
under  colour  of  ecclefiaflical  inftitutions  :  And  they 
were  apt  to  deride  the  negligence  with  which  thefe 
important  edicts  had  been  compiled,  when  they 
found  that  the  new  liturgy  or  fervice-book  was 
every  where,  under  fevere  penalties,  enjoined  by 
them,  though  it  had  not  yet  been  compofed  or 
publiihed  '.  It  was,  however,  foon  expected  ;  and 
in  the  reception  of  it,  as  the  people  are  always  moft 
affected  by  what  is  external  and  expofed  to  the 
fenfes,  it  was  apprehended  that  the  chief  difficulty 
would  confifl. 

The  liturgy,  which  the  king,  from  his  own  au- 
thority, impofed  on  Scotland,  was  copied  from 
that  of  England :  But,  left  a  fervile  imitation  might 
fhock  the  pride  of  his  ancient  kingdom,  a  few  al- 
terations, in  order  to  fave  appearances,  were  made 
in  it ;  and  in  that  fhape  it  was  tranfmitted  to  the 

*  Clarendon,  vol  i.  p.  n6.  y  Ijem,  ibid-  p.  105. 
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chap,  bifhops  at  Edinburgh71.  But  the  Scots  had  uni- 
,  ^  verfally  entertained  a  notion,  that,  though  riches 
j6j7.  and  worldly  glory  had  been  fhared  out  to  them  with 
a  fparing  hand,  they  could  boaft  of  fpiritual  trea- 
fures  more  abundant  and  more  genuine  than  were 
enjoyed  by  any  nation  under  heaven.  Even  their 
fouthern  neighbours,  they  thought,  though  fepa- 
rated  from  R.ome,  flill  retained  a  great  tincture  of 
the  primitive  pollution ;  and  their  liturgy  was  re- 
prefented  as  a  fpecies  of  mafs,  though  with  fome 
lefs  mow  and  embroidery a.  Great  prejudices, 
therefore,  were  entertained  againft  it,  even  confider- 
ed  in  itftlf ;  much  more  when  regarded  as  a  prepa- 
rative, which  was  foon  to  introduce  into  Scotland 
all  the  abominations  of  popery.  And  as  the  very 
few  alterations  which  diftinguifhed  the  new  li- 
turgy from  rlie  Englifli,  feemed  to  approach  nearer 
to  the  doctrine  of  the  real  prefence ;  this  circum- 
flance  was  deemed  an  undoubted  confirmation 
of  every  fufpicion  with  which  the  people  were 
■  pofrefledb. 

Easter-day  was,  by  proclamation,  appointed 
for  the  firft  reading  of  the  fervice  in  Edinburgh  : 
But  in  order  to  judge  more  furely  of  men's  difpofi- 
tions,  the  council  delayed  the  matter  till  the  23d 
of  July ;  and  they  even  gave  notice,  the  Sunday 
before,  of  their  intention  to  commence  the  ufe  of 
the  new  liturgy.  As  no  confiderable  fymptoms  of 
difcontent  appeared,  they  thought  that  they  might 
fafely  proceed  in  their  purpofe  c ;  and  accordingly, 
in  the  cathedral  church  of  St.  Giles,  the  dean  of 
Edinburgh,  arrayed  in  his  furplice,  began  the  fer- 
vice ;  the  bifhop  himfelf  and  many  of"  the  privy- 
council  being  prefent.  But  no  fooner  had  the  dean 
opened  the  book,  than  a  multitude  of  the  meanelt 

a  King's  Decl.  p.  i3.    May,  p.  32.  a  King's  Decl.  p.  2c. 

b  Burnet's  Mem.  p.  '31.    Rufhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  396.    May,  p.  31. 
c  King's  Decl.  p.2r.     Clarendon,  vol,  i,  p.  10&.      Ru/hwbrth, 
vol.  ii.  p.  387. 
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fort,  mod   of  them  women,  clapping  their  hands,  C  HAP. 
curfmg,  and   crying   out,  A  pope !    a  pope !    anti-  y  ' 

chrlji  !  v/  raifed  fuch  a  tumult,  that  it  was      j^37. 

impoilible  to  proceed  with  the  fervice.  The  bi-  Tumult  at 
mop,  mounting  the  pulpit,  in  order  to  appeafe  the  burgh, 
populace,  had  a  flool  thrown  at  him  :  The  council 
was  infulted  :  And  it  was  with  diruculty  that  the 
magiilrates  were  able,  partly  by  authority,  partly 
by  force,  to  expel  the  rabble,  and  to  fhut  the 
doors  againft  them.  The  tumult,  however,  {till 
continued  without:  Stone:  were  thrown  at  the 
doors  and  windows  :  And  when  the  fervice  was 
ended,  the  biihop,  going  home,  was  attacked,  and 
narrowly  efcaped  from  the  hands  of  the  enraged 
multitude.  In  the  afternoon,  the  privy-feal,  be- 
cause he  carried  the  bifhop  in  his  coach,  was  fa 
pelted  with  {tones,  and  hooted  at  with  execrations, 
and  prefled  upon  by  the  eager  populace,  that,  if 
his  fervants,  with  drawn  fwords,  had  not  kept  them 
off,  the  bifhop's  life  had  been  expofed  to  the  utmofb 
danger  d. 

Though  it  was  violently  fufpecled,  that  the  low 
populace,  who  alone  appeared,  had  been  mitigated 
by  fome  of  higher  condition,  yet  no  proof  of  it 
could  be  produced  ;  and  every  one  fpake  with  dis- 
approbation of  the  licentioufhefs  of  the  giddy  mul- 
titude e.  It  was  not  thought  fafe,  however,  to  ha- 
zard anew  infult  by  any  new  attempt  to  read  the 
liturgy ;  and  the  people  leaned,  for  the  time,  to 
be  appeafed  and  Satisfied.  But  it  being  known  that 
the  king  itill  perfevercd  in  his  intentions  of  impos- 
ing that  mode  of  worfhip,  men  fortified  themfelves 
ftill  farther  in  their  prejudices  againft  it ;  and  great 
multitudes  reforted  to  Edinburgh,  in  order  to  op- 
pofe  the  introduction  of  fo  hated  a  novelty  f.  It  was 
not  long  before  they  broke  out  in  the  moft  violent 

<!  King's  Decl.  p.  23,  24,   25.    Rufliworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  3S8. 
c  King's  Decl.  p.  26.  30.    Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  109. 
f  King's  Decl.  p.  3*.    Rufliworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  400. 
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c  ***  p-  diforder.     The  bifhop  of  Galloway  was  attacked  in 
^_  >v.'"  j  the  ftreets,  and  chafed  into  the  chamber  where  the 
1637-      privy-council   was  fitting.     The  council  itfelf  was 
j8tiCdt.    tsefieged  and  violently  attacked  :    The  town-council 
met  with  the  fame  fate  :    And  nothing  could  have 
faved  the  lives  of  all  of  them,  but  their  application 
to  fome  popular  lords,  who  protected  them,  and 
difperfed  the  multitude.     In  this  fcdidon,  the  actors 
were  of  fome  better  condition  than  in  the  former  ; 
though  nobody  of  rank  feemed,  as  yet,  to  coun- 
tenance them  g. 

All  men,  however,  began  to  unite  and  to  en- 
courage each  other,  in  opposition  to  the  religious 
innovations  introduced  into  the  kingdom.  Peti- 
tions to  the  council  were  figned  and  prefented  by 
perfons  of  the  highefl  quality  :  The  women  took 
part,  and,  as  was  ufual,  with  violence  :  The  clergy, 
every-where,  loudly  declaimed  againft  popery  and 
the  liturgy,  which  they  reprefented  as  the  fame : 
The  pulpits  refounded  with  vehement  invectives 
againft,  antichrift :  And  the  populace,  who  firft  op- 
pofed  the  fervice,  was  often  compared  to  Balaam's 
afs,  an  animal,  in  itfelf,  itupid  and  fenfelefs,  but 
whole  mouth  had  been  opened  by  the  Lord,  to  the 
admiration  of  the  whole  world  h.  In  fhort,  fanati- 
cii'm  mingling  with  faction,  private  intereft  with  the 
fpirit  of  liberty,  fymptoms  appeared,  on  all  hands, 
o:  the  moft  dangerous  infurrection  and  diforder. 

The  primate,  a  man  of  wifdom  and  prudence, 
who  was  all  along  averfe  to  the  introduction  of  the 
liturgy,  reprefented  to  the  king  the  ftate  of  the  na- 
tion :  The  earl  of  Traquire,  the  treafurer,  fet  out 
for  London,  in  order  to  lay  the  matter  more  fully 
before  him  :  Every  circumftance,  whether  the  con- 
dition of  England  or  of  Scotland  were  confidered, 
fhould  have  engaged  him  to  defift  from  fo  hazardous 

e  King's  Decl.  p.  35,  36,  &c.     Rufinvorth,  vol.  ii.  p.  404. 
h  King's  Decl.  p.  31. 
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an  attempt :    Yet  was   Charles  inflexible.      In  his  G  h  a  p. 
whole  conduct  of  this  affair,  there  appear  no  marks  .  L*1L 
of  the  good  fenie  with  which  he  was  endowed  :  A      jfaT 
lively  inftance  of  that  fpecies  of  character  fo  fre- 
quently to  be  met  with  ;  where  there  are  found  parts 
and   judgment  in  every  diicourfe  and  opinion  j  in 
many  actions  indifcretion  and  imprudence.     Men's 
views  of  things  are  the  refult  of  their  underftanding 
alone :  Their  conduct  is  regulated  by  their  under- 
Handing,  their  temper,  and  their  paffions. 

To  fo  violent  a  combination  of  a  whole  kingdom,  j^s. 
Charles  had  nothing  to  oppofe  but  a  proclamation ;  J9th  Feh- 
in  which  he  pardoned  all  paft  offences,  and  exhorted 
the  people  to  be  more- obedient  for  the  future,  and 
to  fubmit  peaceably  to  the  ul'e  of  the  liturgy.  This 
proclamation  was  inftantly  encountered  with  a  pub- 
lic proteflation,  presented  by  the  earl  of  Hume  and 
lord  Lindeley  :  And  this  was  the  firft.  time  that 
men  of  quality  had  appeared  in  any  violent  act  of 
oppoiition  '.  But  this  proved  a  criiis.  The  infur- 
rection,  which  had  been  advancing  by  a  gradual 
and  ilcw  progrefs,  now  blazed  up  at  once.  No  dis- 
order, however,  attended  it.  On  the  contrary, 
a  new  order  immediately  took  place.  Four  tables^ 
as  they  were  called,  were  formed  in  Edinburgh, 
One  confuted  of  nobility,  another  of  gentry,  a 
third  of  minilters,  a  fourth  of  burgeffes.  The  table 
of  gentry  was  divided  into  many  fubordinate  tables, 
according  to  their  different  counties.  In  the  hands 
of  the  four  tables,  the  whole  authority  of  the  king- 
dom was  placed.  Orders  were  iffued  by  them,  and 
every-where  obeyed,  with  the  utmoft  regularity k. 
And  among  the  firft  acts  of  their  government  was 
the  production  of  the  Covenant. 

This  famous  covenant  confided  firft  of  a  renun-  The  cove- 
ciation  of  popery,  formerly  figned  by  James  in  his 

i  King's  Dec.l.  p.  47,  48,  &c.     Guthry,  p.  28.     May,  p.  37. 
k  Clarendon.,  vol.  1.  p.  in.     Rufh worth,  vol.  ii.  p.  734. 
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CHAP,  youth,  and  compofed  of  many  invectives,  fitted  to 
v^  _^  inflame  the  minds  of  men  againft  their  fellow-crea- 
163 s.  tures,  whom  heaven  has  enjoined  them  to  cherim  and 
to  love.  There  followed  a  bond  of  union,  by  which 
the  fubfcribers  obliged  themfelves  to  refill  religious 
innovations,  and  to  defend  each  other  againit  all 
oppofnion  whatfoever  :  And  all  this,  for  the  greater 
glory  of  God,,  and  the  greater  honour  and  advan- 
tage of  their  king  and  country '.  The  people,  with- 
out diftinction  of  rank  or  condition,  of  age  or  fex, 
flocked  to  the  fubfcription  of  this  covenant :  Few* 
in  their  judgment,  disapproved  of  it ;  and  {till  fewer 
durft  openly  condemn  it.  The  king's  minifters 
and  counfellors  themfelves  were,  molt  of  them, 
feized  by  the  general  contagion.  And  none  but 
rebels  to  God,  and  traitors  to  their  country,  it  was 
thought,  would  withdraw  themfelves  from  fo  falu- 
tary  and  fo  pious  a  combination. 

The  treacherous,  the  cruel,  the  unrelenting 
Philip,  accompanied  with  all  the  terrors  of  a  Spaniih 
inquifition,  was  fcarcely,  during  the  preceding  cen- 
tury, oppofed  in  the  Low  Countries  with  more  de^ 
termined  fury,  than  was  now,  by  the  Scots,  the 
mild,  the  humane  Charles,  attended  with  his  inof- 
fenfive  liturgy. 
June.  The  king  began  to  apprehend  the  confequences. 

He  fent  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  as  ccmmiflioner, 
with  authority  to  treat  with  the  covenanters.  He 
required  the  covenant  to  be  renounced  and  recalled: 
And  he  thought,  that  on  his  part  he  had  made  very 
fatisfactory  conceflions,  when  he  offered  to  fufpend 
the  canons  and  the  liturgy,  till,  in  a  fair  and  legal 
way,  they  could  be  received  ;  and  fo  to  model  the 
high  commiffion,  that  it  mould  no  longer  give  of- 
fence to  his  fubjects  m.  Such  general  declarations 
could  not  well  give  content  to  any,  much  lefe  to 

1  King's  Decl.   p.  57,  58.       Rufhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  734.      May, 
:!]  Rufhworth.  vak  ii.  p.  754,  &c. 
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thofe  who  carried  fo  much  higher  their  pretentions,  chap. 
The  covenanters  found  themielves  feconded  by  the  I^11^ 
zeal  of  the  whole  nation.  Above  fixty  thoufand  I($38. 
people  were  afiembled  in  a  tumultuous  manner  in 
Edinburgh  and  the  neighbourhood.  Charles  pof- 
fefled  no  regular  forces  in  either  of  his  kingdoms. 
And  the  discontents  in  England,  though  fecret, 
were  believed  fo  violent,  that  the  king,  it  was 
thought,  would  find  it  very  difficult  to  employ  in 
iuch  a  caufe  the  power  of  that  kingdom.  The 
more,  therefore,  the  popular  leaders  in  Scotland 
confidered  their  fituation,  the  lefs  apprehenfion  did 
they  entertain  of  royal  power,  and  the  more  rigor- 
ously did  they  infift  on  entire  fatisfaction.  In  an- 
fwer  to  Hamilton's  demand  of  renouncing  the 
covenant,  they  plainly  told  him,  that  they  would 
fooner  renounce  their  baptifm  n.  And  the  clergy 
invited  the  commiffioner  himfelf  to  fubfcribe  it,  by 
informing  him,  "  With  what  peace  and  comfort  it 
"  had  filled  the  hearts  of  all  God's  people;  what 
f*  resolutions  and  beginnings  of  reformation  of 
"  manners  were  fenfibly  perceived  in  all  parts  of 
"  the  nation,  above  any  meafure  they  had  ever  be- 
"  fore  found  or  could  have  expected  ;  how  great 
"  glory  the  Lord  had  received  thereby  ;  and  what 
"  confidence  they  had  that  God  would  make  Scot- 
"  land  a  bleifed  kingdom  ." 

Hamilton  returned  to  London :  Made  another 
fruitlefs  journey,  with  new  conceffions,  to  Edin- 
burgh :  Returned  again  to  London  ;  and  was  im- 
mediately feint  back  with  flill  more  fatisfaclory  con- 
ceffions. The  king  was  now  willing  entirely  to  i7thSept. 
abolilh  the  canons,  the  liturgy,  and  the  high  com- 
miffion  court.  He  was  even  refolved  to  limit  ex- 
tremely the  power  of  the  bifhops>  and  was  content 
if  on  any  terms  he  could  retain  that  order  in  the 
church  of  Scotland  p.     xlnd  to  eiifure  all  thefe  gra- 

n  King's  Decl.  p.  87.  °  Ibid.  p.  88.     Ruftiworth,  vol.  ii. 

f>.  7Ji.  P  King's  Decl.  p.  137.    Ruihworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  762. 

cious 


33S  HISTORY    OF   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

chap,  cious  offers,  he  gave  Hamilton  authority  to  Fummoii 
,  firft  an  afTembly,  then  a  parliament,  where  every  na- 
xo38.  tional  grievance  might  be  redrefled  and  remedied. 
Thefe  fuccefiive  conceflions  of  the  king,  which  yet 
came  ftiii  mort  of  the  rifmg  demands  of  the  mal- 
contents, difcovered  his  own  wcaknefs,  encouraged 
their  iniblence,  and  gave  no  fatisfa&ion.  The  oiler, 
however,  of  an  aifembly  and  a  parliament,  in  which 
they  expected  to  be  entirely  mailers,  was  willingly 
embraced  by  the  covenanters. 

Charles,  perceiving  what  advantage  his  enemies 
had  reaped  from  their  covenant,  refolved  to  have  a 
covenant  on  his  fide  ;  and  he  ordered  one  to  be 
drawn  up  for  that  purpofe.  It  confided  of  the  fame 
violent  renunciation  of  popery  above  mentioned ; 
which,  though  the  king  did  not  approve  of  it,  he 
thought  it  iafelt  to  adopt,  in  order  to  remove  all 
the  fufpicions  entertained  againft  him.  As  the  co- 
venanters, in  their  bond  of  mutual  defence  againft 
all  oppofition,  had  been  careful  not  to  except  the 
king ;  Charles  had  formed  a  bond,  which  was  an- 
nexed to  this  renunciation,  and  which  expreffed  the 
duty  and  loyalty  of  the  fubfcribers  to  his  majefty  % 
But  the  covenanters,  perceiving  that  this  new  cove- 
nant was  only  meant  to  weaken  and  divide  them, 
received  it  with  the  utmoil  fcorn  and  deteftatiori; 
And  without  delay  they  proceeded  to  model  the  fu- 
ture aiTembly,  from  which  fuch  great  atchievements 
were  expected  r. 

h  -enerai  The  genius  of  that  religion  which  prevailed  in 
kb  y'  Scotland,  and  which  every  day  was  fecretly  gaining 
ground  in  England,  was  far  from  inculcating  de- 
ference and  fubmifiion  to  the  eccleiiaftics,  merely  as 
fuch  :  Or  rather,  by  nourifning  in  every  individual, 
the  higheft  raptures  and  ecftafies  of  devotion,  it  con- 
fecrated,  in  a  manner,  every  individual,  and,  in  his 
own  eyes,  bellowed  a  character  on  him,  much  fu- 

«  Kind's  Bed.  p.  140,  &g<  r  Ruihworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  772- 
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perior  to  what  forms  and  ceremonious  inflitutions  chap. 
could  alone  confer.  The  clergy  of  Scotland,  though      rjI^ 
fuch  tumult  was  excited  about  religious  worfhip  and      1633'. 
difcipline,  were  both  poor  and  in  fmall  numbers  ; 
nor  are  they  in  general  to  be  confidered,  at  lead  in 
the  beginning,    as  the   ringleaders  of  the  fedition, 
which  was   railed  on  their  account.     On  the  con- 
trary, the  laity,  apprehending  from  feveral  inftances 
which  occurred,  a  fpirit  of  moderation  in  that  order, 
refolved  to  domineer  entirely  in  the  allembly,  which 
was  fummoned,  and  to  hurry  on  the  eccleliaftics  by 
the  fame  furious  zeal  with  which  they  were  them- 
felves  tranfported s. 

It  had  been  ufual,  before  the  eflabUmment  of 
prelacy,  for  each  preibyfery  to  fend  to  the  allembly, 
befides  two  or  three  minifters,  one  lay-commif- 
iioner  r ;  and,  as  all  the  boroughs  and  universities 
lent  likewiie  commilnoners,  the  lay-members  in 
that  ecclefiaftkaJ  court  nearly  equalled  the  ecclefi- 
altics.  Not  only  this  inlHtution,  which  James, 
apprehenfive  of  zeal  in  the  laity,  had  abolimed, 
was  now  revived  by  the  covenanters  :  They  alfo 
introduced  an  innovation  which  ferved  Hill  farther 
to  reduce  the  clergy  to  fubjection.  By  an  edicl  of 
the  tables,  whofe  authority  was  fupreme,  an  elder 
from  each  pariih  was  ordered  to  attend  the  prefby- 
tery,  and  to  give  his  vote  in  the  choice  both  of  the 
commifiioners  and  minifters  who  mould  be  deputed 
to  the  affembly.  As  it  is  not  ufual  for  the  minifters 
who  are  put  in  the  lift  of  candidates,  to  claim  a  vote, 
all  the  elections  by  that  means  fell  into  the  hands 
of  the  laity  :  The  moll  furious  of  all  ranks  were 
chofen  :  And  the  more  to  overawe  the  clergy,  a 
new  device  was  fallen  upon,  of  chufing  to   every 

s  King's  Dec!,  p.  i?8,  189.     Rulhworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  761. 

*  A  picfbytery  in  Scotland  is  an  inferior  ecclef.aftical  court,  the 
fame  that  was  afterwards  called  a  Cbffis  in  England,  and  is  com- 
pofed  of  the  clergy  of  the  neighbouring  pari'fh^  to  the  number 
commonly  of  between  twelve  and  twenty . 

6  commif- 
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c  H  A  P.  commiffioner,  four  or  five  lay  affefTors,  who,  though 
LIIL  they  could  have  no  vote,  might  yet  interpoie  with 
j638.     their  advice  and  authority  in  the  affemb. 

The  affembly  met  at  Glafgow  :  And,  befides  a 
great  concourfe  of  the  people,  all  the  nobility  and 
gentry  of  any  family  or  intereff.  were  prefent,  either 
as  members,  afTetfors,  or  Spectators  ;  and  it  was 
apparent,  that  the  refolutions  taken  by  the  cove- 
nanters, could  here  meet  with  no  manner  of  cppo- 
fition.  A  firm  determination  had  been  entered  into, 
of  utterly  abolifhing  epifcopacy  ;  and  as  a  prepara- 
tive to  it,  there  was  laid  before  the  prefbytery  of 
Edinburgh,  and  folemnly  read  in  all  the  churches 
of  the  kingdom,  an  accufation  againit  the  bifhops, 
as  guilty,  all  of  them,  of  herefy,  fimony,  bribery, 
perjury,  cheating,  inceft,  adultery,  fornication,  com- 
mon Swearing,  drunkennefs,  gaming,  breach  of  the 
fabbath,  and  every  other  crime  that  had  occurred  to 
the  accufers  w.  The  bifhops  fent  a  proteft,  declin- 
ing the  authority  of  the  affembly  j  the  commiffioner 
too  protefled  againfl  that  court,  as  illegally  confti- 
tuted  and  elected ;  and,  in  his  majefly's  name,  dif- 
folved  it.  This  meafure  was  forefeen,  and  little  re- 
garded. The  court  frill  continued  to  fit,  and  to 
imiih  their  bufmefs  x.  All  the  acts  of  affembly  Since 
the  acceflion  of  James  to  the  crown  of  England 
were,  upon  pretty  reasonable  grounds,  declared  null 
and  invalid.  The  ads  of  parliament  which  affected 
ecclefiaftical  affairs  were  fuppofed,  on  that  very  ac- 
Epifco-  count,  to  have  no  manner  of  authority.  And  thus 
pacyabo-  epiScopacy,  the  high  commiffion,  the  articles  of 
Perth,  the  canons,  and  the  liturgy,  were  abolimed 
and  declared  unlawful :  And  the  whole  fabric,  which 
James  and  Charles,  in  a  long  courfe  of  years,  had 
been  rearing  with  fo  much  care  and  policy,  fell  at 
once  to  the  ground.      The  covenant  likewife  was 

"  King's  Decl.  p.  190,  191.  290.     Guthry,  p.  39,  &c\ 
w  King's  Decl.  p.  218.    Ruflworth,  vol.  ii.  p.  787. 
May,  p.  44. 
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ordered  to  be  figned  by  every  one,  under  pain  of  ex-  CHAP, 
communication  y.  ^  'J  _j 

The  independency  of  the  ecclefiaftical  upon  the  1639. 
civil  power  was  the  old  prefbyterian  principle,  which 
had  been  zealouily  adopted  at  the  reformation,  and 
which,  though  James  and  Charles  had  obliged  the 
church  publicly  to  difclaim  it,  had  fecretly  been  ad- 
hered to  by  all  ranks  of  people.  It  was  commonly 
afked,  whether  Chrift  or  the  king  were  fuperior  ? 
And  as  the  anfwer  feemed  obvious,  it  was  infer- 
red that  the  affembly,  being  Chrifl's  council,  was 
fuperior  in  all  fpiritual  matters  {to  the  parliament, 
which  was  only  the  king's.  But  as  the  covenanters 
were  fenlible  that  this  confequence,  though  it 
feemed  to  them  irrefragable,  would  not  be  afiented 
to  by  the  king ;  it  became  neceffary  to  maintain 
their  religious  tenets  by  military  force,  and  .not  to 
trufi  entirely  to  fupernatural  afTiftance,  of  which, 
however,  they  held  themfelves  well  aifured.  They 
call  their  eyes  on  all  fides,  abroad  and  at  home, 
whence  ever  they  could  expect  any  aid  or  fupport. 

After  France  and  Holland  had  entered  into  a 
league  againft  Spain,  and  framed  a  treaty  of  par- 
tition, by  which  they  were  to  conquer  and  to  divide 
between  them  the  Low  Country  provinces,  England 
was  invited  to  prefer ve  a  neutrality  between  the  con- 
tending parties^  while  the  French  and  Dutch  mould 
attack  the  maritime  towns  of  Flanders.  But  the 
king  replied  to  d'Eftrades,  the  French  ambaffador, 
who  opened  the  propofal,  that  he  had  a  fquadron 
ready,  and  would  crofs  the  feas,  if  neceffary,  with 
an  army  of  15,000  men,  in  order  to  prevent  thefc 
projected  conquefts  z„  -This  anfwer,  which  proves 
that  Charles,  though  he  exprefled  his  mind  with  an 
Imprudent  candour,  had  at  laft  acquired  a  juft  idea 
pf  national  interefl,  irritated  cardinal  Richiieu  ;  and 
in  revenge,  that   politic  and   enterprifing  minifter 

7  King's  Dccl.  p.  517.  5  Mcir.   d'Eftrades,  vol.  i. 
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CHAP,  carefully  fomented  the  firfl  commotions  in  Scotland, 
L11J-     and  fecretly  fupplied  the   covenanters  with  money 
jg39>     and  arms,  in  order  to  encourage  them  in  their  op- 
pofition  againft  their  fovereign. 

But  the  chief  refource  of  the  Scottim  malcon- 
tents was  'in  themfelves,  and  in  their  own  vigour 
and  abilities.  No  regular  eftablifhed  commonwealth 
could  take  jufter  meafures,  or  execute  them  with 
greater  promptitude,  than  did  this  tumultuous  com- 
bination, inflamed  with  bigotry  for  religious  trifles, 
and  faction  without  a  reafonable  object..  The  whole 
kingdom  was  in  a  manner  engaged  ;  and  the  men 
of  greateit  abilities  foon  acquired  the  afcendant, 
which  their  family  intereft  enabled  them  to  main- 
tain. The  earl  of  Argyle,  though  he  long  feemed 
to  temporife,  had  at  lad  embraced  the  covenant ; 
and  he  became  the  chief  leader  of  that  party  :  A 
man  equally  fupple  and  inflexible,  cautious  and  de- 
termined, and  entirely  qualified  to  make  a  figure 
during  a  factious  and  turbulent  period.  The  earls 
of  Rothes,  Caliils,  Montrofe,  Lothian,  the  lords 
Lindefey,  Loudon,  Yefter,  Balmerino,  dilfinguifhed 
themfelves  in  that  party.  Many  Scotch  officers 
had  acquired  reputation  in  the  German  wars,  par- 

W~ar«  ticularly  under  Guftavus  ;  and  thefe  were  invited 
over  to  ailifl  their  country  in  her  prefent  neceflity. 
The  command  was  entrufted  to  Lelley,  a  foldier  of 
experience  and  abilities.  Forces  were  regularly  in- 
lilted  and  difciplined.  Arms  were  commifhoned 
and  imported  from  foreign  countries.  A  few  caltles 
v.  hich  belonged  to  the  king,  being  unprovided  with 
victuals,  ammunition,  and  garrifons,  were  foon 
feized.  And  the  whole  country,  except  a  fmall 
part,  where  the  marquis  of  Huntiy  Hill  adhered  to 
the  king,  being  in  the  hands  of  the  covenanters, 
was  in  a  very  little  time  put  in  a  tolerable  pofture  of 
defence  \ 

a  May,   p.  49. 

Tur 
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The  fortifications  of  Lcith  were  begun  and  car-  CHAP. 
fried  on  with  great  rapidity*     Befides  the  inferior  v 

fort,  and  thofe  who  laboured  for  pay,  incredible  j63«f 
numbers  of  volunteers,  even  noblemen  and  gentle- 
men, put  their  hand  to  the  work,  and  deemed  the 
mofl  abject  employment  to  be  dignified  by  the  fanc- 
tity  of  the  caufe.  Women  too,  of  rank  and  con- 
dition, forgetting  the  delicacy,  of  their  fex,  and 
the  decorum  of  their  character,  were  intermingled 
with  the  loweft  rabble ;  and  carried  on  their  moul- 
ders the  rubbifh  requifite  for  completing  the  forti- 
fications r. 

We  muff  not  omit  another  auxiliary  of  the  cove- 
nanters, and  no  inconfiderable  one ;  a  prophetefs, 
who  was  much  followed  and  admired  by  ail  ranks 
of  people.  Her  name  was  Michelfon,  a  woman 
full  of  whimfies,  partly  hyfterical,  partly  religious  5 
and  inflamed  with  a  zealous  concern  for  the  eccle- 
fiaftical  difcipliile  of  the  prefbyterians.  She  fpoke  at 
certain  times  only,  and  had  often  interruptions  of 
days  and  weeks  :  But  when  fhe  began  to  renew  her 
ecftafies,  warning  of  the  happy  event  was  conveyed 
over  the  whole  country,  thoufands  crowded  about 
her  houfe,  and  every  word  which  fhe  uttered  was  re- 
ceived with  veneration,  as  the  moil  facred  oracles. 
The  covenant  Was  her  perpetual  theme.  The  true, 
genuine  covenant,  fhe  laid,  was  ratified  in  heaven : 
The  king's  covenant  was  an  invention  of  Satan  : 
When  flie  fpake  of  Chrifl,  fhe  ufuaily  gave  him  the 
name  of  the  covenanting  Jefus.  Rollo,  a  popular 
preacher,  and  zealous  covenanter,  was  her  great  fa- 
vourite; and  paid  her,  on  his  part,  no  lefs  veneration. 
Being  defired  by  the  fpeclators  to  pray  with  her,  and 
fpeak  to  her,  he  anfwered,  "  That  he  durit  not, 
"  and  that  it  would  be  ill  manners  in  him  to  fpeak, 
*'  while  his  mailer,  Chrifl,  was  fpeaking  in  her  V5 

c  Guthry's  Memoirs,  p.  46.  <J  King's  Declaration 

at  large,  p.  227.    Burnet's  Memoirs  of  Hamilton. 
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chap.  Charles  had  agreed  to  reduce  epifcopal  autho 
LlIL  rity  fo  much,  that  it  would  no  longer  have  been  of 
1639#  any  fervice  to  fupport  the  crown  ;  and  this  facrifice 
of  his  own  interefts  he  was  willing  to  make,  in  or- 
der to  attain  public  peace  and  tranquillity.  But 
he  could  not  confcnt  entirely  to  abolifh  an  order, 
which  he  thought  as  eiTential  to  the  being  of  a 
Chriftian  church,  as  his  Scottifh  fubjects  deemed  it 
incompatible  with  that  facred  inftitution.  This 
narrownefs  of  mind,  if  we  would  be  impartial,  we 
mud  either  blame  or  excufe  equally  on  both  fides  ; 
and  thereby  anticipate,  by  a  little  reflection,  that 
judgment  which  time,  by  introducing  new  fubjects 
of  controverfy,  will  undoubtedly  render  quite  fami- 
liar to  pofterity. 

So  great  was  Charles's  averfion  to  violent  and 
fanguinary  meafures,  and  fo  ftrong  his  affection  to 
his  native  kingdom,  that  it  is  probable  the  contefl 
in  his  bread  would  be  nearly  equal  between  thefe 
laudable  paflions,  and  his  attachment  to  the  hier- 
archy. The  latter  affection,  however,  prevailed  for 
the  time,  and  made  him  haften  thofe  military  pre- 
parations which  he  had  projected  for  fubduing  the 
refractory  fpirit  of  the  Scottifh  nation.  By  regu- 
lar ceconomy,  he  had  not  only  paid  all  the  debts 
contracted  during  the  Spanifh  and  French  wars, 
but  had  amaffed  a  fum  of  two  hundred  thoufand 
pounds,  which  he  referved  for  any  fudden  exigency. 
The  queen  had  great  intereft  with  the  catholics, 
both  from  the  fympathy  of  religion,  and  from  the 
favours  and  indulgences  which  fne  had  been  able  to 
procure  to  them.  She  now  employed  her  credit,  and 
perfuaded  them,  that  it  was  reafonable  to  give  large 
•  contributions  as  a  mark  of  their  duty  to  the  king, 
during  this  urgent  neceffity c.  A  coufiderable  Rip- 
ply was  obtained  by  this  means ;  to  the  great  fcan- 
dal  of  the  puritans,  who  were  offended  at  feeing 

e  Rufli.  vol.  iii.  p.  1319.    Frankly n,  p.  -  7. 
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the  king  on  fuch  good  terms  with  the  papifls,  and  chap. 
repin,ed°that  others  mould  give  what  they  themfelves  ^_Jl™' ^ 
were  difpofed  to  refufe  him.  1639. 

Charles's  fleet  was  formidable  and  well  {ap- 
plied. Having  put  5000  land-forces  on  board,  he 
entrufted  it  to  the  marquis  of  Hamilton,  who  had 
orders  to  fail  to  the  Frith  of  Forth,  and  to  caufe 
a  diverfion  in  the  forces  of  the  malcontents.  An 
army  was  levied  of  near  20,000  foot,  and  above 
3 coo  horfe,  and  was  put  under  the  command  of 
the  earl  of  Arundel,  a  nobleman  of  great  family, 
but  celebrated  neither  for  military  nor  political 
abilities.  The  earl  of  Effex,  a  man  of  ftrict  ho- 
nour, and  extremely  popular,  efpecially  among  the 
foldiery,  was  appointed  lieutenant-general :  The 
earl  of  Holland  was  general  of  the  horfe.  The  king 
himfelf  joined  the  army,  and  he  fummoned  all  the  29th  May. 
peers  of  England  to  attend  him.  The  whole  had 
the  appearance  of  a  fplendid  court,  rather  than  of 
a  military  armament ;  and  in  this  foliation,  carry- 
ing more  (how  than  real  force  with  it,  the  camp 
arrived  at  Berwic  '. 

The  Scottilh  army  was  as  numerous  as  that  of 
the  king,  but  inferior  in  cavalry.  The  officers  had 
more  reputation  and  experience  ;  and  the  foldiers, 
though  undifciplined  and  ill-armed,  were  animated 
as  well  by  the  national  averfion  to  England,  and  the 
dread  of 'becoming  a  province  to  their  old  enemy, 
as  by  an  unfurmcuntabie  fervour  of  religion.  The 
pulpits  had  extremely  afiifted  the  officers  in  levying 
recruits,  and  had  thundered  out  anathema's  againll 
all  thofe  who  went  riot  out  to  qfltft  the  Lord  againfi 
the  Yet  fo  prudent  were  the   leaders  of 

the  malcontents,  that  they  immediately  fent  fub- 
mimve  meflages  to  the  king,  and  craved  to  be  ad- 
mitted to  a  treaty. 


f  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  1x5,  116,  117. 
s  Burnet's  Memoirs  ot  Hamilton. 
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c  t:  A  P.       Charles  knew  that  the  force  of  the  covenanters 
LIJL      stas  considerable,  their  fpirits  high,  their  zeal  furi- 
S6w.      olis  ;  and  that,  as  they  weie  not  yet  daunted  by  any 
ill  iuccefs,  no  *  be  terms  could  be  expected 

from  them.  With  regard  therefore  to  a  treaty, 
great  difficulties  occurred  on  both  fides.  Should  he 
iubmit  to  the  ptetettftons  of  the  malcontents,  befides 
that  the  prelacy  mufc  be  facrificed  to  their  religious 
prejudice;:,  fuch  a  check  would  be  given  to  royal 
authority,  wrhich  had,  very  lately,  and  with  much 
difficulty,  been  thoroughly  eilablimed  in  Scotland,, 
that  he  mud  expect  ever  after  to  retain  in  that  king- 
dom no  more  than  the  appearance  of  majefty. 
The  great  men,  having  proved,  by  fo  fenfible  a 
trial,  the  impotence  of  lav/  and  prerogative,  would 
return  to  their  former  licentioufnefs  :  The  preach- 
ers would  retain  their  innate  arrogance:  And  the 
people,  unprotected  by  jiiftice,  would  recognize  no- 
other  authority  than  that  which  they  found  to  do- 
mineer over  them.  England  alfo,  it  was  much  to 
be  feared,  would  imitate  fo  bad  an  example  ;  and 
having  already  a  ftrong  propenfity  towards  repub- 
lican and  puritanical  factions,  would  expect,  by  the 
fame  feditious.  practices,  to  attain  the  lame  indul- 
gence. To  advance  fo  iar,  without  bringing  the 
rebels  to  a  total  if  ~  '  ■  i.  at  leafl  to  reafonable 
con  l hem,  in  all  future  time, 

an  i 

On  the  other  I  i$  considered  that  Scot- 

land was  never  before,  under  any  of  his  ancestors,  fo 
united,  and  fo  anh...    :e  i  own  defence  ;    yet 

had  often  been  H   '.'  or  elude  the  force  of 

England,  comb  one  caufe,  and  en- 

ured by  long  practice  of  arms.     How 

much  gr  [at  prefent,  to 

fubdue,  by  violence,  a  with  relif 

gjjius  prejudices  j.' ijtahile  .  pofe  to  them 

a  nation  enervated  by  .  and  lukewarm 

in   his  ferries  \    6r  ule.l, 

many 
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many  of  them  engaged  in  the  fame  party  with  the  chap. 
rebels  h.  Should  the  war  be  only  protracted  beyond  L111, 
a  campaign,  (and  who  could  expeel  to  finifh  it  in  I639. 
that  period  r)  his  treafures  would  fail  him  ;  and  for 
fupply,  he  mult  have  recourfe  to  an  Engliih  par- 
liament, which  by  fatal  experience  he  had  ever 
found  more  ready  to  encroach  on  the  prerogatives, 
than  to  fuoply  the  necefTities  of  the  crown.  And 
what  if  he  receive  a  defeat  from  the  rebel  army? 
This  misfortune  was  far  from  being  impoffible. 
They  were  engaged  in  a  national  caufe,  and  (trongiy 
actuated  by  miilaken  principles.  His  army  was 
retained  entirely  by  pay,  and  looked  on  the  quarrel 
with  the  fame  indifference  which  naturally  belongs 
to  mercenary  troops,  without  pofieffing  the  difci- 
pline  by  which  fuch  troops  are  commonly  diftin* 
guimed.  And  the  confequences  of  a  defeat,  while 
Scotland  was  enraged  and  England  difecntented, 
were  fo  dreadful,  that  no  motive  mould  perfuade 
him  to  hazard  it. 

It  is  evident,  that  Charles  had  fallen  into  fuch  a 
fituation  that,  which  ever  Hdt  he  embraced,  his  errors 
muft  be  dangerous :  No  wonder,  therefore,  he  was 
in  great  perplexity.  But  he  did  worfe  than  em- 
brace the  word  fide  :  For,  properly  fpeaking,  he 
embraced  no  fide  at  all.  He  concluded  a  fudden 
pacification,  in  which  it  was  flipulated,  that  he 
ihould  withdraw  his  fleet  and  army ;  that  within 
eight  and  forty  hours  the  Scots  fhould  difmifs  their 
forces  ;  that  the  king's  forts  fhould  be  reftored  to 
him  ;  his  authority  be  acknowledged  ;  and  a  general 
affembly  and  a  parliament  be  immediately  fum- 
rnoned,  in  order  to  compofe  all  differences  '. 
What  were  the  reafons  which  engaged  the  king  to 
admit  fuch  ftrange  articles  of  peace,  it  is  in  vain  to 
inquire :    For   there  fcarcely  could  be   any.     The 

£  Rufli.  vol  iii,  p.  936.  i  Jbid.  p.  945. 
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CHAP,   caufes  of  that  event  may  admit  of  a  more  eafy  ex. 
LI11'      plication. 

,639.  The  malcontents  had  been  very  induftrious  in 

reprefenting  to  the  Englim  the  grievances  under 
which  Scotland  laboured,  and  the  ill  counfels  which 
had  been  fuggefted  to  their  fovereign.  Their  liber- 
ties, they  faid,  were  invaded  :  The  prerogatives  of 
the  crown  extended  beyond  all  former  precedent : 
Illegal  courts  erected:  The  hierarchy  exalted  at  the 
expence  of  national  privileges  :  And  fo  many  new 
fuperftitions  introduced  by  the  haughty  tyrannical 
prelates,  as  begat  a  juft  fufpicion  that  a  project  was 
feriouily  formed  for  the  reiteration  of  popery.  The 
king's  ccnduSt,  furely,  in  Scotland,  had  been  in 
every  thing,  except  in  eftablifhing  the  ecckfiaflical 
canons,  more  legal  than  in  England ;  yet  was  there 
fuch  a  general  refemblance  in  the  complaints  of 
both  kingdoms,  that  the  Englim  readily  aifented  to 
all  the  reprefentations  01  the  Scottifh  malcontents, 
and  believed  that  nation  to  have  been  diiven  by 
oppremon  into  the  violent  counfels  which  they  had 
embraced.  So  far,  therefore,  from  being  willing 
to  fecond  the  king  in  fubduing  the  free  fpirits  of  the 
Scots ;  they  rather  pitied  that  unhappy  people,  who 
had  been  pumed  to  thofe  extremities  :  And  they 
thought  that  the  example  of  fuch  neighbours,  as 
well  as  their  afhflance,  might  fome  time  be  advan- 
tageous to  England,  and  encourage  her  to  recover, 
by  a  vigorous  effort,  her  violated  laws  and  liberties. 
The"  gentry  and  nobility,  who,  without  attachment 
to  the  court,  without  command  in  the  army,  at- 
tended in  great  numbers  the  Englim  camp,  greedily 
feized,  and  propagated,  and  gave  authority  to  thefe 
fentiments  :  A  retreat,  very  little  honourable,  which 
the  earl  of  Holland,  with  a  considerable  detach- 
ment of  the  Englim  forces,  had  made  before  a  de- 
tachment of  the  Scottifh,  caufed  all  thefe  humours 
to  blaze  up  at  once :  And  the  king,  whofe  characr 

ter 
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ter  was  not  fufficiently  vigorous  or  decifive,  and  CHAP, 
who  was  apt,  from  facility,  to  embrace  hafty  coun-  ^  _  _'  _j 
fels,  fuddenly  aflented  to  a  meafure  which  was  re-      1639. 
commended  by  all  about  him,  and  which  favoured 
his  natural  propenfion  towards  the  mifguided  fub- 
jects  of  his  native  kingdom  k. 

Charles,  having  fo  far  advanced  in  pacific  mea- 
fures,  ought  with  a  fleady  refolution  to  have  pro- 
fecuted  them,  and  have  fubmitted  to  every  tolerable 
condition  demanded  by  the  aflembly  and  parliament; 
nor  fliould  he  have  recommenced  hoftilities,  but  on 
account  of  fuch  enormous  and  unexpected  preten- 
fions  as  would  have  juftified  his  caufe,  if  poffible, 
to  the  whole  Englifh  natioa.     So  far,  indeed,  he 
adopted  this  plan,  that  he  agreed  not  only  to  con- 
firm   his    former    concemons,    of    abrogating    the 
canons,  the  liturgy,  the  high  commiflion,  and  the 
articles  of  Perth ;  but  alfo  to  abolifh  the  order  itfelf 
.of  bilhops,  for  which  he  had  fo  zealoufly  contend- 
ed '.     But  this  concefllon  was  gained  by  the  utmoft 
violence  which  he  could  impofe  on  his  difpofition 
and  prejudices  :  He  even  fecretly  retained  an  inten- 
tion of  feizing  favourable  opportunities,  in  order  to 
recover  the  ground  which  he  had  loft  m.     And  one 
ftep  farther  he  could  not  prevail  with  himfelf  to  ad- 
vance.    The  aflembly,  when  it  met,  paid  no  defer- 
ence to  the  king's  prepofleffions,  but  gave  full  in- 
dulgence to  their  own.     They  voted  epifcopacy  to  Aug.  17th. 
be  unlawful  in  the  church   of  Scotland  :  He  was 
willing  to  allow  it  contrary  to  the  conftitutions  of 
that  church.     They  fligmatifed  the  liturgy  and  ca- 
nons as  popifh:  He  agreed  fimply  to  abolifh  them. 
They  denominated  the  high   commiffion,  tyranny  : 
He  was  content  to  fet  it  afide  n.     The  parliament 
which  fat  after  the  aflembly  advanced  pretenfions 
which   tended  to   diminifh  the  civil  power  of  the 

k  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  122,  143,     May,  p.  46.  1  Rufii. 

*ol.  iii.  p,  946.  m  Burnet's  Memoirs,  p.  154.     Rufh.  vol.  iii. 

$>.  951.  n  Idem,  ibid.  p.  958,  &c. 
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c  k  A  P.  monarch  ;  and,  what  probably  affected  Charles  ftill 
LI*L      more,  they  were  proceeding  to   ratify  the  acts  of 
L  ~b'~    '  aiTembly,  when,  by  the  king's  ihftru£Hons  °,  Tra- 
Warrc-     quaire,  the  commitfioner,   prorogued  them.     And 
r.ey.ed.       on  account-  0f  thefe  claims,  which  might  have  been 
forefeen,  was  the  war  renewed  ;  with  great  advan- 
tages on  the  fide  of  the  covenanters,  and  difad van- 
tages on  that  of  the  king. 

No  focner  had  Charles  concluded  the  pacification 
without  conditions,  than  the  neceffity  of  his  affairs 
and  his  want  of  money  obliged  him  to  difband  his 
army ;  and  as  the  foldiers  had  been  held  together 
folely  by  mercenary  views,  it  was  not  poflible  with- 
out great  trouble,  and  expence,  and  lofs  of  time, 
again  to  aflemble  them.  The  more  prudent  co- 
.  venanters  had  concluded,  that  their  pretenfions  be- 
ing fo  contrary  to  the  intcreils,  and  iliti  more  to  the 
inclinations  of  the  king,  it  was  likely  that  they 
mould  again  be  obliged  to  fupport  their  caufe  by 
arms  ;  and  they  were  therefore  careful  in  difmiffing 
their  troops,  to  preferve  nothing  but  the  appear- 
ance of  a  pacific  difpofition.  The  officers  had 
orders  to  be  ready  on  the  firfl  fummons  :  The  fol- 
diers were  warned  not  to  think  the  nation  fecure 
from  an  Englifh  invafion  :  And  the  religious  zeal 
which  animated  all  ranks  of  men,  made  them  imme- 
diately fly  to  their  ftandards  as  foon  as  the  trumpet 
was  founded  by  their  fpiritud  and  temporal  leaders, 
The  credir  which  in  their  laff  expedition  they  had 
acquired,  by  obliging  their  fovereign  to  depart  from 
all  his  pretenfions,  gave  courage  to  every  one  in 
undertaking  this  new  enterprife  ?. 
1640.  The  king,  with  great  difficulty,  found  means  to. 

&?:-  i3th«  draw  together  an  army  ;  but  foon  difcovered,  that 
all  favings  being  gone,  and  great  debts  contracted, 
his  revenue  would  be  infufficient  to  fupport  them, 
An  Englifh  parliament,  therefore,  formerly  fo  un- 

0  Rufhvvorth,  vol.  iii.  p.  955. 

f  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  izj.    Rufhworth,  vol.  iii.  p.  1023. 
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kind  and  intractable,  muff  now,  after  obove  eleven  c  fl  A  P. 
years  intermifllon,  after  the  king  had  tried  rnany      LIII# 
irregular  methods  of  taxation,   after  multiplied  dif-      ^o. 
gufts  given  to  the  puritanical  party,  be  fummoned  4thEng- 
to  aiTemble,  amidft  the  mod  preffing  neceflities  of  lilh  paiKa* 
the  crown. 

As  the  king  refoived  to  try,  whether  this  houfe 
of  commons  would  be  more  compliant  than  their 
predeceficrs,  and  grant  him  fupply  on  any  reafon- 
able  terms ;  the  time  appointed  for  the  meeting  of 
parliament  was  late,  and  very  near  the  time  allotted 
for  opening  the  campaign  againft  the  Scots.  After 
the  pail  experience  of  their  ill-humour,  and  of  their 
incroaching  difpofition,  he  thought  that  he  could 
not  in  prudence  truft  them  with  a  long  feffion,  till 
he  had  feen  feme  better  proofs  of  their  good  inten- 
tions :  The  urgency  of  the  occafion,  and  the  little 
time  allowed  for  debate,  were  reafons  which  he  re- 
ferved  againfl  the  malcontents  in  the  houfe :  And 
an  incident  had  happened,  which,  he  believed,  had 
now  furniihed  him  with  ftill  more  cogent  argu- 
ments. 

The  earl  of  Tra^uaire  had  intercepted  a  leter 
written  to  the  king  of  France  by  the  Scottiffi  mal-  • 
contents  ;  and  had  conveyed  this  letter  to  the  king. 
Charles,  partly  repenting  of  the  large  concefTioiiG 
made  to  the  Scots,  partly  difgufted  at  their  freifi 
infolence  and  pretenfions,  feized  this  opportunity  of 
breaking  with  them.  He  had  thrown  into  the 
Tower  lord  Loudon,  com'miflioner  from  the  cove- 
nanters ;  one  of  the  perfons  who  had  figned  the 
treafonable  letter  '.  And  he  now  laid  the  matter 
before  the  parliament,  whom  he  hoped  to  inflame 
by  the  refentment,  arid  alarm  by  the  danger,  of 
this  application  to  a  foreign  power.  By  the  mouth 
of  the  f-.r d  keeper,  Finch,  he  difcovered  his  wants, 
and  informed  them  that  he  had  been  able  to  affem- 
ble  his  army,  and  to  fubfift  them,  not  by  any  reve- 
<J  Clarendon,  vol.  v.  p.  129.    Rufh.  vol.  iii,  p.  956.    May,  p.  56. 
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CHAP,  nue  which  he  poffeffed,  but  by  means  of  a  large 
^^^_j  debt  of  above  300,000  pounds  which  he  had  con- 
1640.  tracted,  and  for  which  he  had  given  fecurky  upon 
the  crown-lands.  He  reprefented,  that  it  was 
neceffary  to  grant  fupplies  for  the  immediate  and 
urgent  demands  of  his  military  armaments :  That 
the  feafon  was  far  advanced,  the  time  precious,  and 
none  of  it  muff  be  loft  in  deliberation :  That 
though  his  coffers  were  empty,  they  had  not  been 
exhaufted  by  unneceffary  pomp,  or  fumptuous 
buildings,  or  any  other  kind  of  magnificence:  That 
whatever  fupplies  had  been  levied  on  his  fubjects, 
had  been  employed  for  their  advantage  and  preferva- 
tion,  and  like  vapours  rifmg  out  of  the  earth,  and 
gathered  into  a  cloud,  had  fallen  in  fiveet  and  re- 
frefhing  mowers  on  the  fame  fields,  from  which  they 
had  at  firlt  been  exhaled :  That  though  he  defired 
fuch  immediate  affiftance  as  might  prevent  for  the 
time  a  total  diforder  in  the  government,  he  was  far 
from  any  intention  of  precluding  them  from  their 
right  to  enquire  into  the  ftate  of  the  kingdom,  and 
to  offer  him  petitions  for  the  redrefs  of  their  griev- 
ances :  That  as  much  as  was  poffible  of  this  feafon 
mould  afterwards  be  allowed  them  for  that  purpofe  : 
That  as  he  expected  only  fuch  fupply  at  prefent  as 
the  current  fervice  neceffarily  required,  it  would  be 
reqcifite  to  affemble  them  again  next  winter,  when 
they  mould  have  full  leifure  to  conclude  whatever 
bufmefs  had  this  feffion  been  left  imperfect  and  un- 
finifhed :  That  the  parliament  of  Ireland  had  twice 
put  fuch  truR  in  his  good  intentions,  as  to  grant 
him,  in  the  beginning  of  the  feffion,  a  large  fupply, 
and  had  ever  experienced  good  effects  from  the  con- 
fidence repofed  in  him  :  And  that,  in  every  circum- 
ftance,  his  people  fhould  find  his  conduct  fuitable 
to  a  juft,  pious,  and  gracious  king,  and  fuch  as 
was  calculated  to  promote  an  entire  harmony  be- 
tween prince  and  parliament r. 

r  Ryfli.  vol  ii.  p.  1114. 
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However  plaufible  thefe  topics,  they  made  fmall  chap. 
impreflion  on  the  houfe  of  commons.  By  fome  il-  LIlJ- 
legal,  and  feveral  fufpicious  meafures  of  the  crown,  j6ac 
and  by  the  courageous  oppofition  which  particular 
perfons,  amidft  dangers  and  hardfhips,  had  made 
to  them  ;  the  minds  of  men,  throughout  the  nation, 
had  taken  fuch  a  turn  as  to  afcribe  every  honour 
to  the  refractory  oppofers  of  the  king  and  the  mi- 
nisters. Thefe  were  the  only  patriots,  the  only 
lovers  of  their  country,  the  only  heroes,  and,  per- 
haps too,  the  only  true  Chriilians.  A  reafonable 
compliance  with  the  court  was  flavim  dependence ; 
a  regard  to  the  king,  fervile  flattery ;  a  confidence 
in  his  promifes,  fhameful  proiiitution.  This  gene- 
ral call  of  thought,  which  has,  more  or  lefs,  pre- 
vailed in  England,  during  near  a  century  and  a  half, 
and  which  has  been  the  caufe  of  much  good  and 
much  ill  in  public  affairs,  never  predominated  more 
than  during  the  reign  of  Charles.  The  prefent 
houfe  of  commons,  being  entirely  compofed  of 
country-gentlemen,  who  came  into  parliament  with 
all  their  native  prejudices  about  them,  and  whom 
the  crown  had  no  means  of  infiuencinr,  could  not 
fail  to  contain  a  majority  of  thefe  ftubbcrn  patriots. 

Affairs  likewife,  by  means  of  the  Sccttiih  in- 
furrection,  and  the  general  difcontents  in  England, 
were  drawn  fo  near  to  a  crifis,  that  the  leaders  of 
the  houfe,  fagacious  and  penetrating,  began  to  fore- 
fee  the  confequences,  and  to  hope,  that  the  time, 
fo  long  wimed  for,  was  now  come,  when  royal  au- 
thority muiL  fall  into  a  total  fubordinaticn  under  po- 
pular afTembiies,  and  when  public  liberty  mud  ac- 
quire a  full  afcendant.  By  reducing  the  crown  to 
neceflities,  they  had  hitherto  found,  that  the  king- 
had  been  pufhed  into  violent  counfels,  which  had 
ferved  extremely  the  purpofes  of  his  adverfaries  : 
And  by  multiplying  thefe  neceflities,  it  was  forefeen 
that  his  prerogative,  undermined  on  all  fides,  mult., 
at  laft,  be  overthrown,  and  be  no  longer  dangerous 
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chap,  to  the  privileges  of  the  people*  Whatever,  there- 
±^J^j  fore,  tended  to  compofe  the  differences  between  king 
1640.  and  parliament,  and  to  preferve  the  government 
uniformly  in  its  prefent  channel,  was  zealoufly  op- 
pofed  by  thefe  popular  leaders ;  and  their  pad  con- 
duct and  fufferings  gave  them  credit  fufficient  to 
effect  all  their  purpoies. 

The  houfe  of  commons,  moved  by  thefe  and 
many  other  obvious  reafons,  inftead  of  taking  notice 
of  the  king's  complaints  againft  his  Scottifh  fub- 
jefts,  or  his  applications  for  fupply,  entered  imme- 
diately upon  grievances  ;  and  a  fpeech,  which  Pym 
made  them  on  that  fubjecl:,  was  much  more  heark- 
ened to,  than  that  which  the  lord  keeper  had  deli- 
vered to  them  in  the  name  of  their  fovereign.  The 
fubjecl:  of  Pym's  harangue  has  been  fufficiently  ex- 
plained above  j  where  we  gave  an  account  of  all 
the  grievances,  imaginary  in  the  church,  more  real 
in  the  Rate,  of  which  the  nation,  at  that  time,  fo 
loudly  complained8.  The  houfe  began  with  exa- 
mining the  behaviour  of  the  fpeaker  the  laR  day  of 
the  former  parliament ;  when  he  refufed,  on  account 
of  the  king's  command,  to  put  the  queflion :  And 
they  declared  it  a  breach  of  privilege.  They  pro- 
ceeded next  to  enquire  into  the  imprifonment  and 
profecution  of  fir  John  Elliot,  Hollis,  and  Valen- 
tine ' :  The  affair  of  mip-money  was  canvafild . 
And  plentiful  fubjecl  of  enquiry  was  fuggefted  on  all 
hands.  Grievances  were  regularly  claffed  under 
three  heads  ;  thofe  with  regard  to  privileges  of  par- 
liament, to  the  property  of  the  fubjecl,  and  to  relU 
gion  ".  The  king,  feeing  a  large  and  inexhauRible 
field  opened,  preiied  them  again  for  fupply  ;  and 
finding  his  meffage  ineffectual,  he  came  to  the  houfe 
of  peers,  and  denred  their  good  offices  with  the 
commons.  The  peers  were  fenfible  of  the  king's 
urgent  neceffities  ;  and  thought  that  fupply,  on  this 

8  Chrendun,  vol.  i.  p.  133.     Rufii.  vol.  iif.  p.  1131.     May,  p  60. 
*  Rufh.  vol.  iii.  p.  11,3.6.   '  <*  idem,  ibid.  p.  1147- 
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occafion,  ought,  both  in  reafon  and  in  decency,  to  c  H  A  p. 
go  before  grievances.     They  ventured  to  reprefent      Lm- 
their  fenfe  of  the  matter'to  the  commons ;  but  their  '"T^o""""' 

f\on  did  harm.  The  commons  had  always 
claimed,  as  their  peculiar  province,  the  granting  of 
fupolics ;  and,  though  the  peers  had  here  gone  no 
farther  than  offering  advice,  the  lower  houfe  imrae- 
diaieiy  thought  proper  to  vote  fo  unprecedented  an 
interpo'ition  to  be  a  breach  o^  privilege  vv.  Charles, 
in  order  to  bring  the  matter  of  fupply  to  fome  iffue, 
folicited  the  houfe  by  new  meffages  :  And  finding 
that  fhip-money  gave  great  alarm  and  difguft ;  be- 
lid.es  informing  them,  that  he  never  intended  to 
make  a  conftant  revenue  of  it,  that  all  the  money 
levied  had  been  regularly,  with  other  great  funis, 
expended  on  equipping  the  navy ;  he  now  went  fo 
far  as  to  offer  them  a  total  abolition  of  that  obnoxi- 
ous claim,  by  any  law  which  the  commons  mould 
think  proper  to  prefent  to  him.  In  return,  he  only 
afked,  for  his  neceffities,  a  fupply  of  twelve  f:ii> 
fidies,  about  fix  hundred  thoufand  pounds,  and 
that  payable  in  three  years  j  but,  at  the  fame  time, 
he  let  them  know,  that,  confidering  the  fituation  of 
his  affairs,  a  delay  would  be  equivalent  to  a  denial  .* 
The  king,  though  the  majority  was  againil  him, 
never  had  more  friends  in  any  houfe  of  commons  y 
and  the  debate  was  carried  on  for  two  days,  with 
great  zeal  and  warmth  on  both  fides. 

It  was  urged  by  the  partifans  of  the  court,  that 
the  happiell  occafion,  which  the  fondeft  wifhes 
could  fugged,  was  now  prefented,  for  removing  all 
difguffs  and  jealoufies  between  king  and  people,  and 
for  reconciling  their  fo/ereign,  for  ever,  to  the  ufe 
of  parliaments.  That  if  they,  on  their  part,  hid 
afide  all  enormous  claims  and  pretenfions,  and  pro- 
vided, in  a  reafonable  manner,  for  the  public  necef- 
fities ;  they  needed  entertain  no  fufpicion  of  any  in- 

w  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  134.  *  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  rjj. 

Ruliiwortb,  vol   iii,  p,  1154. 
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c  H  A  P.  fatiable  ambition  or  illegal  ufurpation  in  the  crown. 

y_t_  '_,  That  though  due  regard  had  not  always  been  paid, 
i6<)o.  during  this  reign,  to  the  rights  of  the  people,  yet 
no  invafion  of  them  had  been  altogether  deliberate 
and  voluntary  ;  much  lefs,  the  refult  of  wanton  ty- 
ranny and  imuftice ;  and  (till  lefs,  of  a  formed  de- 
fign  to  fubvert  the  constitution.  That  to  repofe  a 
reafonable  confidence  in  the  king,  and  generoufly  to 
fupply  his  prefent  wants,  which  proceeded  neither 
from  prodigality  nor  mifcondud,  would  be  the  true 
means  of  gaining  on  his  generous  nature,  and  ex- 
torting, by  gentle  violence,  fuch  conceflions  as 
were  requisite  for  the  eftablifhment  of  public  liberty. 
That  he  had  promifed,  not  only  on  the  word  of  a 
prince,  but  alfo  on  that  of  a  gentleman  (the  expref- 
fion  which  he  had  been  pleafed  to  ufe),  that,  after 
the  fupply  was  granted,  the  parliament  fliould  flill 
have  liberty  to  continue  their  deliberations  :  Could 
it  be  fufpected,  that  any  man,  any  prince,  much 
lefs  fuch  a  one,  whofe  word  was,  as  yet,  facred  and 
inviolate,  would,  for  fo  fmall  a  motive,  forfeit  his 
honour,  and,  with  it,  all  future  trufl  and  confidence, 
by  breaking  a  promife,  fo  public  and  fo  folemn  ? 
That  even  if  the  parliament  mould  be  deceived  in 
repofmg  this  confidence  in  him,  they  neither  loft 
any  thing,  nor  incurred  any  danger  ;  fmce  it  was 
evidently  neceffary,  for  the  fecurity  of  public  peace, 
to  fupply  him  with  money,  in  order  to  fupprcfs  the 
Scottifh  rebellion.  That  he  had  fo  far  fuited  his 
firft  demands  to  their  prejudices,  that  he  only  afked 
a  fupply  for  a  few  months,  and  was  willing,  after  fo 
fhort  a  trufl  from  them,  to  fall  again  into  depend- 
ence, and  to  trufl  them  for  his  farther  fupport 
and  fubfiftence.  That  if  he  now  feemed  to  defire 
fomething  farther,  he  alfo  made  them,  in  return,  a 
"confiderable  offer,  and  was  willing,  for  the  future, 
to  depend  on  them  for  a  revenue,  which  was  quite 
neceilary  for  public  honour  and  fecurity.  That  the 
nature  of  the  Englifli  conftitution  fuppofed  a  mu- 
tual 
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tual  confidence  between  king  and  parliament :  And  chap. 
if  they  mould  refufe  it  on  their  part,  efpecially  with      kill. 
circumftances  of  fuch  outrage  and  indignity  ;  what 
could  be  expected  but  a  total  difTblution  of  govern- 
ment, and  violent  factions,  followed  by   the  mod 
dangerous  convulfions  and  interline  diforders  ? 

In  oppofition  to  thefe  arguments,  it  was  urged 
by  the  malcontent  party,  that  the  court  had  difco- 
vered,  on  their  part,  but  few  fymptoms  of  that  mu- 
tual confidence  to  which  they  now  fo  kindly  invited 
the  commons.  That  eleven  years  intermiffion  of 
parliaments,  the  longeft  that  was  to  be  found  in 
the  Englifh  annals,  was  a  fufficient  indication  of  the 
jealoufy  entertained  againfl  the  people ;  or  rather  of 
defigns  formed  for  the  fuppreffion  of  all  their  liber- 
ties and  privileges.  That  the  minifters;  might  well 
plead  neceffity,  nor  could  any  thing,  indeed,  be  a 
ftronger  proof  of  fome  invincible  neceffity,  than 
their  embracing  a  meafure,  for  which  they  had  con- 
ceived fo  violent  an  averfion,  as  the  aifembling  of 
an  Englifh  parliament.  That  this  neceffity,  how- 
ever, was  purely  minifterial,  not  national :  And  if 
the  fame  grievances,  ecclefraftical  and  civil,  under 
which  this  nation  itfelf  laboured,  had  pufhed  the 
Scots  to  extremities ;  was  it  requifite  that  the  Eng- 
lifh mould  forge  their  own  chains,  by  impofmg 
chains  on  their  unhappy  neighbours  ?  That  the  an- 
cient practice  of  parliament  was  to  give  grievances 
the  precedency  of  fupply ;  and  this  order,  fo  care- 
fully obferved  by  their  anceftors,  was  founded  on  a 
jealoufy  inherent  in  the  conftitution,  and  was  never 
interpreted  as  any  peculiar  diffidence  of  the  prefent 
fovereign.  That  a  practice,  which  had  been  up- 
held, during  times  the  mofl  favourable  to  liberty, 
could  not,  in  common  prudence,  be  departed  from, 
where  fuch  undeniable  reafons  for  fufpicion  had 
been  afforded.  That  it  was  ridiculous  to  plead  the 
advanced  feafon,  and  the  urgent  occafion  for  fupply  •> 
when  it  plainly  appeared,  that,  in  order  to  afford  a 
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C  U  A  p.  pretence  for  this  topic,  and  to  reduce  the  commons'; 
LIU.  great  political  contrivance  had  been  employed.  That; 
1640.  *he  writs  for  elections  were  iffued  early  in  the  win- 
ter ;  and  if  the  meeting  of  parliament  had  not  pur- 
pofely  been  delayed  till  fo  near  the  commencement 
of  military  operations,  there  had  been  leifure  fuffi- 
cient  to  have  redreifed  all  national  grievances,  and 
to  have  proceeded  afterwards  to  an  examination  of 
the  king's  occafion  for  fupply.  That  the  intention 
of  fo  grofs  an  artifice  was  to  engage  the  commons, 
under  pretence  of  neceffity,  to  violate  the  regular 
order  of  parliament ;  and  a  precedent  of  that  kind 
being  once  eftablimed,  no  inquiry  into  public  mea- 
iures  would  afterwards  be  permitted  :  That  fcarcely 
any  argument  more  unfavourable  could  be  pleaded 
for  fupply,  than  an  oifcr  to  aboliih  mip-money ; 
a  taxation  the  mod  illegal,  and  the  molt  dangerous, 
that  had  ever,  in  any  reign,  been  impofed  upon  the 
nation :  And  that,  by  bargaining  for  the  remiflion 
of  that  duty,  the  commons  would,'  in  a  manner, 
ratify  the  authority  by  which  it  had  been  levied  ;  at 
leaft,  give  encouragement  for  advancing  new  pre- 
tentions of  a  like  nature,  in  hopes  of  refigning  them 
on  like  advantageous  conditions. 

These  reafons,  joined  to  fo  many  occafions  of  ill 
humour,  feemed  to  fway  with  the  greater  number  : 
But,  to  make  the  matter  worfe,  fir  Harry  Vane,  the 
fecretary,  told  the  commons,  without  any  authority 
from  the  king,  that  nothing  lefs  than  twelve  fub- 
fidies  would  be  accepted  as  a  coinpenfation  for  the 
abolition  of  {hip-money.  This  affertion,  proceeding 
from  the  indifcretion,  if  we  are  not  rather  to  call  it 
the  treachery,  of  Vane,  difpleafed  the  houfe,  by 
mowing  a  ftiituefs  and  rigidity  in  the  king,  which, 
in  a  claim  fo  ill  grounded,  was  deemed  inexcufable>'. 
We  are  informed  likewife,  that  fome  men,  who 
were  thought  to  underlland  the  fl'ate  of  the  nation, 

*  Clal'endcn,  vtl.  i.  p.  138. 
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affirmed  in  the  houfe,  that  the  amount  of  twelve  c  H  A  p. 
fubfidies  was  a  greater  fum  than  could  be  found  in  Lin; 
all  England.  Such  were  the  happy  ignorance  and  l640% 
inexperience  of  thofe  times,  with  regard  to  taxes  Al 
The  king  was  in  great  doubt  and  perplexity.  He 
faw,  that  his  friends  in  the  he  Life  were  outnumbered 
by  liis  enemies,  and  that  the  fame  counfels  were  iTiil 
prevalent,  which  had  ever  bred  fuch  oppofition  and 
diilurbance.  Inftead  of  hoping  that  any  fupply 
would  be  granted  him,  to  carry  on  war  againft  the 
Scots,  whom  the  majority  of  the  houfe  regarded  as 
their  belt  friends  and  firmed  allies ;  he  expected 
every  day,  that  they  would  prefent  him  an  addrefs 
for  making  peace  writh  thofe  rebels.  And  if  the 
houfe  met  again,  a  vote,  he  was  informed,  would 
certainly  pais,  to  blafl  his  revenue  of  fhip-money  ; 
and  thereby  renew  all  the  oppofition,  which,  with 
fo  much  difficulty,  he  had  furmounted,  in  levying 
that  taxation.  Where  great  evils  lie  on  all  fides, 
it  is  difficult  to  follow  the  befl  counfel ;  nor  is  it 
any  wonder  that  the  king,  whofe  capacity  was  not 
equal  to  fituations  of  fuch  extreme  delicacy,  mould 
haflily  have  formed  and  executed  the  refolution  of  Difiblu- 
diflblving  this  parliament :  A  meafure,  however,  of  tion« 
wThich  he  fcon  after  repented,  and  which  the  fubfe- 
quent  events,  more  than  any  convincing  reafon,  in- 
clined every  one  to  condemn.  The  laft  parliament, 
which  ended  with  fuch  rigour  and  violence,  had  yet, 
at  iirfl,  covered  their  intentions  with  greater  ap- 
pearance of  moderation  than  this  parliament  had 
hitherto  auumed. 

An  abrupt  and  violent  diffolution  naturally  ex- 
cites difcontents  among  the  people,  who  ufually  put 
entire  confidence  in  their  reprefentatives,  and  expect 
from  them  the'redrefs  of  all  grievances.  As  if  there 
were  not  already  fufficient  grounds  of  complaint, 
the  king  perfevered  {till  in  thofe  counfels,  which, 

a  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  136. 
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CHAP,  from  experience  he  might  have  been  fenfible  were 
LIIL  fo  dangerous  and  unpopular.  Bellafis  and  fir  John 
!540<  Hotham  were  fummoned  before  the  council ;  and 
remfing  to  give  any  account  of  their  conduct  in  par- 
liament, were  committed  to  prifon.  All  the  peti- 
tions and  complaints,  which  had  been  fent  to  the 
committee  of  religion,  were  demanded  from  Crew, 
chairman  of  that  committee  ;  and  on  his  refufal  to 
deliver  them,  he  was  fent  to  the  Tower.  The 
fludies,  and  even  the  pockets,  of  the  earl  of  War- 
wic  and  lord  Broke,  before  the  expiration  of  privi- 
lege, were  fearched,  in  expectation  of  finding  trea- 
fonable  papers.  Thefe  acts  of  authority  were  inter- 
preted, with  fome  appearance  of  reafon,  to  be  inva- 
fions  on  the  right  of  national  affemblies b.  But  the 
king,  after  the  firil:  provocation  which  he  met  with, 
never  fufficiently  refpected  the  privileges  of  parlia- 
ment -,  and  by  his  example,  he  farther  confirmed 
their  resolution,  when  they  mould  acquire  power,  to 
pay  like  difregard  to  the  prerogatives  of  the  crown. 
Though  the  parliament  was  diffolved,  the  con- 
vocation was  ftill  allowed  to  fit ;  a  practice  of 
which,  fmce  the  reformation,  there  were  but  few 
instances c,  and  which  was  for  that  reafon  fuppofed 
by  many  to  be  irregular.  Befides  granting  to  the 
king  a  fupply  from  the  fpirituality,  and  framing 
many  canons,  the  convocation,  jealous  of  like  inno- 
vations with  thofe  which  had  taken  place  in  Scot- 
land, impofed  an  oath  on  the  clergy,  and  the  gra- 
duates in  the  univerfities,  by  which  every  one  fwore 
to  maintain  the  eftablifhed  government  of  the  church 
by  archbifhops,  bifhops,  deans,  chapters,  &c. d 
Thefe  fteps,  in  the  prefent  difcontented  humour  of 

k  Rufh.  vol.  iii.  p.  1167.     May,  p.  61. 

c  There  was  one  in  1586.  See  hiftory  of  archbifliop  Laud,  p.  to. 
The  authority  of  the  convocation  was  indeed,  in  moft  refpedts,  inde- 
pendent of  the  parliament,  and  there  was  no  reafon,  which  required 
the  one  to  be  diiTblved  upon  the  diiTolution  of  the  other. 

d  Whitiocke,  p.  33. 
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the   nation,  were  commonly  deemed  illegal ;   be-  CHAP, 
caufe not  ratified  by  confent  of  parliament,  in  whom  ^_L    '    . 
all  authority  was  now  fuppofed  to  be  centered.  And      1640. 
nothing,  befides,  could  afford  more  fubjecl  of  ridi- 
cule, than  an  oath,  which  contained  an  et  ccetera  in 
the  midft  of  it. 

The  people,  who  generally  abhorred  the  convoca-  Difcon- 
tion  as  much  as  they  revered  the  parliament,  could  En^ancL 
fcarcely  be  reftrained  from  infulting  and  abufing 
this  affembly ;  and  the  king  was  obliged  to  give 
them  guards,  in  order  to  protect  them e.  An  attack 
too  was  made  during  the  night  upon  Laud,  in  his 
palace  of  Lambeth,  by  above  500  perfons  ;  and  he 
found  it  neceffary  to  fortify  himfelf  for  his  defence  f. 
A  multitude,  confiding  of  two  thoufand  fectaries, 
entered  St.  Paul's,  where  the  high  commiffion  then 
fat ;  tore  down  the  benches ;  and  cried  out,  No 
biftiop,  no  high  commijjlon  ?.  All  thele  inftances  of 
difcontent  were  prefages  of  fome  great  revolution  ; 
had  the  court  poffeffed  fufficient  fkill  to  difcern  the 
danger,  or  fufficient  power  to  provide  againft  it. 

In  this  difpofition  of  men's  minds,  it  was  in  vain 
that  the  king  iffued  a  declaration,  in  order  to  con- 
vince his  people  of  the  neceffity,  which  he  lay  under, 
of  diffolving  the  Iaft  parliament h.  The  chief  topic 
on  which  he  infifted,  was,  that  the  commons  imi- 
tated the  bad  example  of  all  their  predeceffors  of  late 
years,  in  making  continual  encroachments  on  his 
authority,  in  cenfuring  his  whole  adminiftration  and 
conduct,  in  difcuffing  every  circumstance  of  public 
government,  and  in  their  indirect  bargaining  and 
contracting  with  their  king  for  fupply ;  as  if  no- 
thing ought  to  be  given  him  but  what  he  mould 
purchafe,  either  by  quitting  fomewhat  of  his  royal 
prerogative,  or  by  ciiminifhing  and  leflening  his 
Handing  revenue.     Thefe  practices,  he  laid,  were 

e  Whitlocke,  p.  33.      f  Du^dale,  p.  6:.  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  142. 
6  JDugdale,  p.  6j.        h  Rufhwerth,  vol.  iii.  p.  1166. 
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CHAP,  contrary  to  the  maxims  of  their  anceftors ;  and  thefe 
■  practices  were  totally  incompatible  with  monarchy ''. 

I(540.  The  king,  difappointed  of  parliamentary  fubfi- 

dies,  was  obliged  to  have  recourfe  to  other  expedi- 
ents, in  order  to  fupply  his  urgent  neceflities.  The 
ecclefiaflical  fubfidies  ferved  him  in  fome  flead  ;  and 
it  feemed  but  juft,  that  the  clergy  mould  contribute 
to  a  war,  which  was  in  a  great  meafure  of  their 
own  raifing  k.  He  borrowed  money  from  his  mini- 
fters  and  courtiers ;  and  fo  much  was  he  beloved 
among  them,  that  above  300,000  pounds  were 
fubfcribed  in  a  few  days  :  Though  nothing  furely 
could  be  more  difagreeable  to  a  prince,  full  of  dig- 
nity, than  to  be  a  burthen  on  his  friends,  inftead  of 
being  a  fupport  to  them.  Some  attempts  were  made 
towards  forcing  a  loan  from  the  citizens  ;  but  ftill 
repelled  by  the  fpirit  of  liberty,  which  was  now  be- 
come unconquerable  l.  A  loan  of  40,000  pounds 
was  extorted  from  the  Spanifh  merchants,  who  had 
bullion  in  the  Tower,  expofed  to  the  attempts  of 
the  king.  Coat  and  conduct-money  for  the  foldiery 
was  levied  on  the  counties ;  an  ancient  practice™, 
but  fuppofed  to  be  aboliihed  by  the  petition  of 
right.  All  the  pepper  was  bought  from  the  Eaft 
India  company  upon  truft,  and  fold,  at  a  great  dis- 
count, for  ready  money n.  A  fcheme  was  propofed 
for  coining  two  or  three  hundred  thoufand  pounds  of 
bafe  money  °.  Such  were  the  extremities  to  which 
Charles  was  reduced.  The  frefh  difficulties  which, 
amidft  the  prefent  diflreifes,  were  every  day  raifed, 
with  regard  to  the  payment  of  (hip-money,  obliged 
him  to  exert  continual  a£ts  of  authority,  augmented 
the  difcontents  of  the  people,  and  increafed  his  in- 
digence and  neceihties  K 

•  See  note  [Z]  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  k  May,  p.  48. 

1  Rum.  vol.  iii.  p.  1181.  ni  Idem,  vol.  i.  p.  168. 

n  May,  p.  63.  «  Rum.  vol.  iii.  p.  jzi6.     May,  p.  63. 

P  Rum.  vol.  iii.  p.  1173.  1183.  1184..  1199,  1200.  1203,  1204- 
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The  prefent  expedients,  however,   enabled  the  chap. 
king,  though   with  great  difficulty,  to  march   his      Lin- 
army,  confiding  of  19,000  foot  and  2000  horfe  q.  *~76/orJ 
The  earl  of  Northumberland  was  appointed  general : 
The  earl  of  Stratford,  who  was  called  over  from  Ire- 
land, lieutenant-general :  Lord  Conway,  general  of 
the  horfe.     A  fmall  fleet  was  thought  fufficient  to 
ferve  the  purpofes  of  this  expedition. 

So  great  are  the  effects  of  zeal  and  unanimity, 
that  the  Scottifh  army,  though  fomewhat  fuperior, 
were  fooner  ready  than  the  king's  ;  and  they  march- 
ed to  the  borders  of  England.  To  engage  them  to 
proceed,  befides  their  general  knowledge  of  the  fe- 
cret  difcontents  of  that  kingdom,  lord  Saville  had 
forged  a  letter,  in  the  name  of  fix  noblemen  the 
moil  confiderable  of  England,  by  which  the  Scots 
were  invited  to  affifl  their  neighbours,  in  procuring 
a  redrefs  of  grievances  r.  Notwithstanding  thefe 
warlike  preparations  and  hoflile  attempts,  the  cove- 
nanters ftill  preferved  the  mod  pathetic  and  moft 
fubmiffive  language ;  and  entered  England,  they  aotjj  £ug. 
faid,  with  no  other  view,  than  to  obtain  accefs  to 
the  king's  prefence,  and  lay  their  humble  petition  at 
his  royal  feet.  At  Newburn  upon  Tyne,  they  were 
oppofed  by  a  detachment  of  4,500  men  under  Con- 
way, who  feemed  refolute  to  difpute  with  them  the 
paffage  of  the  river.  The  Scots  firfl  entreated  them, 
with  great  civility,  not  to  flop  them  in  their  march 
to  their  gracious  fovereign  ;  and  then  attacked  them 
with  great  bravery,  killed  feveral,  and  chafed  the 
reft  from  their  ground.  Such  a  panic  feized  the  28th  Aug. 
whole  Englifh  army,  that  the  forces  at  Newcaftle  S-ouJhlat 
fled  immediately  to  Durham  ;  and  not  yet  thinking 
themfelves  fafe,  they  deferted  that  town,  and  re- 
treated into  Yoikfhire \ 


1  Ri.fli.  vol.  iii.  p.  ii7-:,  r  Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  417. 

*  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  143. 
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CHAP.  The  Scots  took  poffemon  of  Newcaftle ;  and 
LI11'  though  fufficiently  elated  with  their  viclory,  they 
1640.  preferved  exacl:  difcipiine,  and  perfevered  in  their 
refolution  of  paying  for  every  thing,  in  order  dill 
to  maintain  the  appearance  of  an  amicable  corre- 
fpondence  with  England.  They  alfo  difpatched 
meifengers  to  the  king,  who  was  arrived  at  York ; 
and  they  took  care,  after  the  advantage  which  they 
had  obtained,  to  redouble  their  expreffions  of  loyal- 
ty, duty,  and  fubmiffion  to  his  perfon,  and  they 
even  made  apologies,  full  of  forrow  and  contrition, 
for  their  late  victory  f. 

Charles  was  in  a  very  diftreffed  condition.  The 
nation  was  univerfally  and  highly  discontented.  The 
army  was  difcouraged,  and  began  likewife  to  be 
discontented,  both  from  the  contagion  of  general 
difgult,  and  as  an  excufe  for  their  mifbehaviour, 
which  they  were  defirous  of  reprefenting  rather  as 
want  of  will  than  of  courage  to  light.  The  treafury 
too  was  quite  exhaufted,  and  every  expedient  for 
fupply  had  been  tried  to  the  uttermoft.  No  event 
had  happened,  but  what  might  have  been  forefeen 
as  neceifary,  at  leaft  as  very  probable ;  yet  fuch 
was  the  king's  fituation,  that  no  provifion  could  be 
made,  nor  was  even  any  refolution  taken  againft 
fuch  an  exigency. 
Treaty  at  In  order  to  prevent  the  advance  of  the  Scots 
Rippon,  Up0n  hini5  the  king  agreed  to  a  treaty,  and  named 
fixteen  Englifh  noblemen,  who  met  with  eleven 
Scottifh  commimoners  at  Rippon.  The  earls  of 
Hertford,  Bedford,  Salifbury,  Warwic,  Effex,  Hol- 
land, Briftol,  'and  Berklhire,  the  lords  Kimbolton, 
Wharton,  Dunfmore,  Paget,  Broke,  Saville,  Pau- 
let,  and  Howard  of  Efcric,  were  chofen  by  the 
king;  all  of  them  popular  men,  and  confequently 
fuppofed  nowife  averfe  to  the  Scottifh  invafion,  or 
unacceptable  to  that  nation  u, 

£  Rufh.  vo}.  iii.  p.  1255,  v  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  155* 
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An  addrefs  arrived  from  the  city  of  London,  pe-  C  H  A  P. 
titioning  for  a  parliament ;  the  great  point  to  which  ^Jj*^ 
all  men's  projects  at  this  time  tended  w.  Twelve  l6+0, 
noblemen  prei'ented  a  petition  to  the  fame  purpofe ". 
But  the  king  contented  himfelf  with  fummoning  a 
great  council  of  the  peers  at  York  ;  a  meafure  which 
had  formerly  been  taken  in  cafes  of  fudden  emer- 
gency, but  which,  at  prefent,  could  ferve  to  little 
purpofe.  Perhaps  the  king,  who  dreaded  above  all 
things  the  houfe  of  commons,  and  who  expecled  no 
fupply  from  them  on  any  reafonable  terms,  thought 
that  in  his  prefent  diftreffes  he  might  be  enabled  to 
levy  fupplies  by  the  authority  of  the  peers  alone. 
But  the  employing  fo  long  the  plea  of  a  necemty 
which  appeared  diitant  and  doubtful,  rendered  it 
impomble  for  him  to  avail  himfelf  of  a  necemty 
which  was  now  at  lafl  become  real,  urgent,  and  in- 
evitable. 

By  Northumberland's  ficknefs  the  command  of 
the  army  had  devolved  on  Strafford.  This  noble- 
man poffefTed  more  vigour  of  mind  than  the  king 
or  any  of  the  council.  He  advifed  Charles  rather 
to  put  all  to  hazard,  than  fubmit  to  fuch  unworthy 
terms  as  were  likely  to  be  impofed  upon  him.  The 
lofs  fuftained  at  Newburn,  he  faid,  was  inconfider- 
able  ;  and  though  a  panic  had  for  the  time  feized 
the  army,  that  event  was  nothing  ftrange  among 
new  levied  troops  ;  and  the  Scots  being  in  the  fame 
condition,  would,  no  doubt,  be  liable,  in  their  turn, 
to  a  like  accident.  His  opinion  therefore  was,  that 
the  king  mould  pufh  forward,  and  attack  the  Scots, 
and  bring  the  affair  to  a  quick  decifion  ;  and  if  he 
were  ever  fo  unfuccefsful,  nothing  worfe  could  befal 
him,  than  what,  from  his  inactivity,  he  would  cer- 
tainly be  expofed  to y.     To  fhow  how  eafy  it  would 

w  Rufh.  vol.  iii.  p.  1263.  x  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  146. 

Rufh.  vol.  iii.  p.  1260.    May,  p.  66.     Warwick,  p.  151. 
v  Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  5. 
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C  HA  P.  be  to  execute  this  project,  he  ordered  an  aflault  to 
(  LIn-  be  made  on  fome  quarters  of  the  Scot?,  and  h& 
1640.  gained  an  advantage  over  thera.  No  ceffation  of 
arms  had  as  yet  been  agreed  to  during  the  treaty 
at  Rippon  ;  yet  great  clamour  prevailed,  on  account 
of  this  act  of  hoftiiitv.  And  when  it  was  known 
that  the  onicei-  who  conducted  the  attack  was  a  pa- 
pift,  a  violent  outcry  was  railed  againit  the  king, 
for  employing  that  hated  feet  in  the  murder  of  his 
proteftant  fubjects  r. 

It  may  be  worthy  of  remark,  that  feveral  mu- 
tinies had  ariien  among  the  Englifh  troops,  when 
marching  to  join  the  army  ;  and  fome  officers  had 
been  mm  dered,  merely  on  fufpicion  of  their  being 
papilts  \  The  petition  of  right  had  abciiihed  all 
martial  law  ;  and  by  an  inconvenience  which  na- 
turally attended  the  plan,  as  yet  new  and  unform- 
ed, of  Tegular  and  FJgi.4  liberty,  it  was  found  abfo- 
lutely  impoiiible  for  the  generals  to  govern  the  army, 
by  all  the  authority  which  the  king  could  legally 
confer  upon  thera.  The  lawyers  had  declared, 
that  martial  law  could  not  be  exercifed,  except  in 
the  very  prefence  of  an  enemy  ;  and  becaufe  it  had 
been  found  neceffary  to  execute  a  mutineer,  the 
generals  thought  it  advifable,  for  their  own  falety, 
to  apply  for  a  pardon  from  the  crown.  1  his  weak- 
nefs,  however,  \yas  carefully  concealed  from  the 
army ;  and  lord  Conway  faid,  that  if  any  lawyer 
were  fo  imprudent  as  to  difcover  the  fecret  to  the 
foldiers,  it  would  be  neceflary  inftantly  to  refute 
him,  and  to  hang  the  lawyer  himfelf  by  fentence  of 
a  court-martial  b. 

An  army  new  levied,  undifciplined,  frightened, 
feditious,  ill-paid,  and  governed  by  no  proper  au- 
thority, was  very  unfit  for  withflanding  a  victorious 
and  high-fpirited  enemy,  and  retaining  in  fubjection 
a  difcontented  aiid  zealous  nation. 

z  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  159.  a  Rufh.   vq!   Hi.  p    1190, 

J191,  1192,  Sec.    May,  p.  64..  fe  Rufli.  vol.iH.  p.  1199. 
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Charles,  in  defpair  of  being  able  to  flem  the  CHAP, 
torrent,  at  laft  determined  to  yield  to  it :   And  as  he      t~ '_' 
forefaw  that  the  great  council  of  the  peers  would  ad-       1640. 
vife  him  to  call  a  parliament,  he  told  them  in  his  *4t^  ScPt- 
nrft  fpeech,  that  he  had  already  taken  this  refolution.  council  of 
He  informed   them  likewise,  that  the  queen,  in  a  the  Peer£- 
letter  which  me  had  written  to  him,  had  very  ear- 
neflly  recommended  that  meafure.  This  good  prince, 
who  was  extremely  attached  to  his  confort,  and  who 
paffionately  wifhed  to  render  her  popular  in  the  na- 
tion, forgot  not,  amidft  all  his  diftrefs,  the  interefts 
of  his  domefiic  tendernefs  c. 

In  order  to  fubfift  both  armies  (for  the  king  was 
obliged,  in  order  to  fave  the  northern  counties,  to 
pay  his  enemies)  Charles  wrote  to  the  city,  defiling 
a  loan  of  200,000  pounds.  And  the  peers  at  York, 
whofe  authority  was  now  much  greater  than  that  of 
their  fovereign,  joined  in  the  fame  requeft d.  So 
low  was  this  prince  already  fallen  in  the  eyes  of  his 
own  fubjects  ! 

As  many  difficulties  occurred  in  the  negotiation 
with  the  Scots,  it  was  propofed  to  transfer  the  treaty 
from  Rippon  to  London  :  A  propofal  willingly  em- 
braced by  that  nation,  who  were  now  fure  of  treat- 
ing with  advantage,  in  a  place  where  the  king,  they 
forefaw,  would  be  in  a  manner  a  prifoner,  in  the 
midfl  of  his  implacable  enemies,  and  their  deter- 
mined friends  e. 

c  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  TJ4.     Rufli.  vr/.  iiS.  p.  1275. 
^  Jiuih,  vol.  iii.  p.  i:;o.  «  livd.   p.  1305* 
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Meeting  of  the    long  parliament — — Strafford   and 

Laud  impeached Finch  and  Windebank  jiy 

Great   authority    of  the    commons The   biffops 

attacked Tonnage  and  poundage Triennial 

bill Strafford1  s    trial Bill    of    attainder 

Execution    of    Strafford High    commijjlon 

and  Jlar-chamber   abolijhed King's  journey  to 

Scotland. 


CHAP,  f  tt'^  H  E  caufes  of  difguft  which,  for  above  thirty 
LIV"  JL  years5  had  daily  been  multiplying  in  England, 
were  now  come  to  full  maturity,  and  threatened  the 
kingdom  with  fome  great  revolution  or  convulfion. 
The  uncertain  and  undefined  limits  of  prerogative 
and  privilege  had  been  eagerly  difputed  during  that 
whole  period  ;  and  in  every  controverfy  between 
prince  and  people,  the  queftion,  however  doubtful, 
had  always  been  decided  by  each  party  in  favour  of 
its  own  pretenfions.  Too  lightly,  perhaps,  moved 
by  the  appearance  of  neceffity,  the  king  had  even 
affumed  powers  incompatible  with  the  principles  of 
limited  government,  and  had  rendered  it  impoffible 
for  his  moft  zealous  partizans  entirely  to  juftify  his 
conduct,  except  by  topics  fo  unpopular,  that  they 
were  more  fitted,  in  the  prefent  difpofition  of  men's 
minds,  to  inflame,  than  appeafe,  the  general  dis- 
content. Thofe  great  fupports  of  public  authority, 
law  and  religion,  had  likewife,  by  the  unbounded 
compliance  of  judges  and  prelates,  loft  much  of 
their  influence  over  the  people  ;  or  rather  had  in  a 
great  meafure  gone  over  to  the  fide  of  faction,  and 

authorifed 
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authorifed  the  fpirit  of  oppofition  and  rebellion,  chap. 
The  nobility,  alfo,  whom  the  king  had  no  means  .J^". 
of  retaining  by  offices  and  preferments  Suitable  to  1640. 
their  rank,  had  been  feized  with  the  general  discon- 
tent, and  unwarily  threw  themfelves  into  the  fcale 
which  already  began  too  much  to  preponderate. 
Senfible  of  fome  incroachments  which  had  been 
made  by  royal  authority,  men  entertained  no  jea- 
loufy  of  the  commons,  whofe  enterprifes  for  the  ac- 
quisition of  power  had  ever  been  covered  with  the 
appearance  of  public  good,  and  had  hitherto  gone 
no  farther  than  fome  difappointed  efforts  and  endea- 
vours. The  progrefs  of  the  Scottifh  malcontents 
reduced  the  crown  to  an  entire  dependence  for  Sup- 
ply :  Their  union  with  the  popular  party  in  England 
brought  great  acceflion  of  authority  to  the  latter  : 
The  near  profpecl:  of  fuccefs  roufed  all  latent  mur- 
murs and  pretenfions  which  had  hitherto  been  held 
in  fuch  violent  conftraint :  And  the  torrent  of  ge- 
neral inclination  and  opinion  ran  fo  flrongly  againfl 
the  court,  that  the  king  was  in  no  fituation  to  refufe 
any  reasonable  demands  of  the  popular  leaders,  either 
for  defining  or  limiting  the  powers  of  his  preroga- 
tive. Even  many  exorbitant  claims,  in  his  prefent 
fituation,  would  probably  be  made,  and  muft  necef- 
farily  be  complied  with. 

The  triumph  of  the  malcontents  over  the  church 
was  not  yet  fo  immediate  or  certain.  Though  the 
political  and  religious  puritans  mutually  lent  affift- 
ance  to  each  other,  there  were  many  who  joined  the 
former,  yet  declined  all  connexion  with  the  latter. 
The  hierarchy  had  been  eftablifhed  in  England  ever 
fince  the  reformation :  The  Romifh  church,  in  all 
ages,  had  carefully  maintained  that  form  of  eccle- 
fiaftical  government :  The  ancient  fathers  too  bore 
teftimony  to  epifcopal  jurisdiction  :  And  though 
parity  may  feem  at  nrft  to  have  had  place  among 
Chriftian  pallors,  the  period  during  which  it  pre- 
vailed was  fo  fhort,  that  few  undifputed  traces  of  it 
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CHAP,  remained  in  hiftory.     The  bifhops  and  their  more 
L!V-       zealous  partizans  inferred  thence  the  divine  indefeiz- 

^^o.  able  right  of  prelacy  :  Others  regarded  that  inftitu- 
tion  as  venerable  and  ufeful :  And  if  the  love  of 
novelty  led  fome  to  adopt  the  new  rites  and  disci- 
pline of  the  puritans,  the  reverence  to  antiquity 
retained  many  in  their  attachment  to  the  liturgy  and 
government  of  the  church.  It  behoved,  therefore, 
the  zealous  innovators  in  parliament  to  proceed  with 
fome  caution  and  referve.  By  promoting  ail  mea- 
fures  which  reduced  the  powers  of  the  crown,  they 
hoped  to  difarm  the  king,  whom  they  juflly  re- 
garded, from  principle,  inclination,  and  policy,  to 
be  the  determined  patron  of  the  hierarchy.  By  de- 
claiming againfl  the  fuppofed  encroachments  and 
tyranny  of  the  prelates,  they  endeavoured  to  carry 
the  nation,  from  a  hatred  of  their  perfons,  to  an 
oppohtion  againfl  their  office  and  character.  And 
when  men  were  inlifted  in  party,  it  would  not  be 
difficult,  they  thought,  to  lead  them  by  degrees 
into  many  meafures,  for  which  they  formerly  enter- 
tained the  greateft  averfion.  Though  the  new  fec- 
taries  compofed  not,  at  firft,  the  majority  of  the 
nation,  they  were  inflamed,  as  is  ufual  among  inno- 
vators, with  extreme  zeal  for  their  opinions.  Their 
unfurmountable  paffion,  difguifed  to  themfelves,  as 
well  as  to  others,  under  the  appearance  of  holy  fer- 
vours, was  well  qualified  to  make  profelytes,  and 
to  ieize  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  multitude.  And 
one  furious  enthufiait  was  able,  by  his  aclive  in- 
duitry,  to  fumiount  the  indolent  efforts  of  many 
fobcr  and'reafonable  antagonists. 

When  the  nation,  therefore,  was  fo  generally 
difcontented,  and  little  iufpicion  was  entertained  of 
any  dgHgx*  to  fubvert  the  church  and  monarchy  ;  no 
wonder  that  ahnoit  all  elections  ran  in  favour  of 
thole  who,  by  their  high  pretenfions  to  piety  and 
patriotifm,  had  encouraged  the  national  prejudices. 
It  is   a  ufual  compliment  to  regard  the  king's  in- 

2 1  clination, 
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clination  in  the  choice  of  a  fpeaker  ;    and  Charles  C  1-1  A  p. 
had  intended  to   advance   Gardiner,    recorder    of      Lt^- 
London,  to  that  important  truft  :  But  fo  little  intcrefl      j640. 
did  the  crown  at  that  time  poffefs  in  the  nation, 
that  Gardiner  was  difappointed  of  his  election,  not 
only  in  London,  but  in  every  other  place  where  it 
was  attempted  :  And  the  king  was  obliged  to  make 
the  choice  of  fpeaker  fall  on  Lenthal,  a  lawyer  of 
fome  character,  but  not  fufficiently  qualified  for  fo 
high  and  difficult  an  office  f. 

The  eager  expectations  of  men  with  regard  to  a  Meeting 
parliament,  fummoned  at  fo  critical  a  juncture,  and  ,of  the 
during  fuch  general  difcontents  ;  a  parliament  which,  hament. 
from  the   fituation  of  public  affairs,  could  not  be  Nov-3« 
abruptly  diffolved,  and  which  was  to  execute  every 
thing  left  unfmifhed  by  former  parliaments ;  thefe 
motives,  fo  important  and  interefling,  engaged  the 
attendance  of  all  the  members  ;  ancl  the  houfe  of 
commons  was  never  obferved  to  be,  from  the  be- 
ginning, fo  full  and  numerous.     Without  any  in- 
terval, therefore,  they  entered  upon  bufinefs,  and, 
by  unanimous  confent,  they  immediately  (truck  a 
blow  which  may  in  a  manner  be  regarded  as  deci- 
five. 

The  earl  of  Strafford  was  confidered  as  chief 
minifler,  both  on  account  of  the  credit  which  he 
poffeffed  with  his  mafter,  and  of  his  own  great  and 
uncommon  vigour  and  capacity.  By  a  concurrence 
of  accidents,  this  man  laboured  under  the  fever& 
hatred  of  all  the  three  nations  which  compofed  the 
Britim  monarchy.  The  Scots,  whofe  authority 
now  ran  extremely  high,  looked  on  him  as  the  capi- 
tal enemy  of  their  country,  and  one  whofe  counfels 
and  influence  they  had  moft  reafon  to  apprehend. 
He  had  engaged  the  parliament  of  Ireland  to  ad- 
vance large  fubfidies,  in  order  to  fupport  a  war 
againit  them  :  He  had  levied  an  army  of  9000  men, 

f  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  169. 
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CHAP,  with  which  he  had  menaced  all  their  weftern  coaft : 
LIV*  He  had  obliged  the  Scots,  who  lived  under  his  go- 
vernment, to  renounce  the  covenant,  their  national 
idol :  He  had,  in  Ireland,  proclaimed  the  Scottifh 
covenanters  rebels  and  traitors,  even  before  the 
king  had  iffued  any  fuch  declaration  againft  them  in 
England:  And  he  had  ever  difluaded  his  mailer 
againft  the  late  treaty  and  fufpenfion  of  arms,  which 
he  regarded  as  dangerous  and  difhonourable.  So 
avowed  and  violent  were  the  Scots  in  their  refent- 
ment  of  all  thefe  meafures,  that  they  had  refufed  to 
fend  commiffioners  to  treat  at  York,  as  was  at  firft 
propofed  ;  becaufe,  they  faid,  the  lieutenant  of  Ire- 
land, their  capital  enemy,  being  general  of  the 
king's  forces,  had  there  the  chief  command  and 
authority. 

Strafford,  firft  as  deputy,  then  as  lord  lieu- 
tenant, had  governed  Ireland  during  eight  years 
with  great  vigilance,  activity,  and  prudence,  but 
with  very  little  popularity.  In  a  nation  fo  averfe  to 
the  Englifh  government  and  religion,  thefe  very 
virtues  were  fufficient  to  draw  on  him  the  public 
hatred.  The  manners  too  and  character  of  this 
great  man,  though  to  all  full  of  courtefy,  and  to  his 
friends  full  of  affection,  were,  at  bottom,  haughty, 
rigid,  and  fevere.  His  authority  and  influence, 
during  the  time  of  his  government,  had  been  un- 
limited ;  but  no  fooner  did  adverfity  feize  him,  than 
the  concealed  averfion  of  the  nation  blazed  up  at 
once,  and  the  Irifh  parliament  ufed  every  expedient 
to  aggravate  the  charge  againft  him. 

The  univerfal  difcontent  which  prevailed  in  Eng- 
land againft  the  court,  was  all  pointed  towards  the 
earl  of  Strafford  ;  though  without  any  particular 
reafon,  but  becaufe  he  was  the  minifter  of  (late 
whom  the  king  moft  favoured  and  molt  trufted. 
His  extraction  was  honourable,  his  paternal  fortune 
confiderable  :  Yet  envy  attended  his  fudden  and 
great  elevation.  And  his  former  affociates  in  po- 
pular 
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pular  counfels,  finding  that  he  owed  his  advance-  CHAP, 
ment  to  the  defertion  of  their  caufe,  reprefented      LIV" 
him  as  the  great   apoftate  of  the  commonwealth,      I64C. 
whom  it  behoved  tbem  to  facrifice  as  a  victim  to 
public  juftice. 

Strafford,  fenfible  of  the  load  of  popular  pre- 
judices under  which  he  laboured,  would  gladly  have 
declined  attendance  in  parliament ;  and  he  begged 
the  king's  permiilion  to  withdraw  himfelf  to  his  go- 
vernment of  Ireland,  at  leaft  to  remain  at  the  head 
of  the  army  in  Yorkshire ;  where  many  opportuni- 
ties, he  hoped,  would  offer,  by  reafon  of  his  dis- 
tance, to  elude  the  attacks  of  his  enemies.  But 
Charles,  who  had  entire  confidence  in  the  earl's  ca- 
pacity, thought  that  his  counfels  would  be  extremely 
ufeful  during  the  critical  fefiion  which  approached. 
And  when  Strafford  ftill  infilled  on  the  danger  of 
his  appearing  amidfl  fo  many  enraged  enemies,  the 
king,  little  apprehenfive  that  his  own  authority  was 
fo  fuddenly  to  expire,  promifed  him  protection,  and 
allured  him,  that  not  a  hair  of  his  head  fhould  be 
touched  by  the  parliament s. 

No  fooner  was  Strafford's  arrival  known,  than  a  nth  Nor* 
concerted  attack  was  made  upon  him  in  the  houfe 
of  commons.     Pym,  in  a  long,  fludied   difcourfe, 
divided  into  many  heads  after  his  manner,  enume- 
rated all  the  grievances  under  which  the   nation 
laboured  ;  and,  from  a  complication  of  fuch  oppref- 
fions,    inferred,    that  a   deliberate  plan  had   been 
formed  of  changing  entirely  the  frame  of  govern- 
ment, and  fubverting  the  ancient  laws  and  liberties 
of  the  kingdom  h.     Could  any  thing,  he  faid,  in-  Strafford 
creafe  our  indignation  againft  fo  enormous  and  cri-  ^Peacil* 
minai  a  project,  it  would  be  to  find,  that,  during 
the  reign  of  the   bed  of  princes,  the  conftitution 
had  been  endangered  by  theworft  of  minifters,  and 
that  the  virtues  of  the  king  had  been  feduced  by 

«  Whitlocke,  p.  56.  b  ]&  ibid. 
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CHAP,  wicked  and  pernicious  counfel.     "We  muft:  inquire, 
L    '  f  added  he,  from  what  fountain  thefe  waters  of  bitter- 
i64o.      nefs  flow  ;  and  though  doubt lefs  many  evil  counfel- 
lors  will  be  found  to  have  contributed  their  endea- 
vours, yet  is  there  one  who  challenges  the  infamous 
pre-eminence,  and  who,  by  his  courage,  enterprise, 
and  capacity,  is  entitled  to  the  firft  place  among 
thefe  betrayers  of  their  country.     He  is  the  Earl  of 
Strafford,  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  prefident  of  the 
council  of  York,  who  in  both  places,  and  in  all 
other  provinces  where  he  has  been  entrulted  with 
authority,  has  raifed  ample  monuments  of  tyranny, 
and  will  appear  from  a  furvey  of  his  actions  to  be 
the  chief  promoter  of  every  arbitrary  council.    Settle 
inftances  of  imperious  expreiiions,  as  well  as  actions, 
were  given  by  Pym  ;  who  afterwards  entered  into  a 
more  perfonal  attack  of  that  minifter,  and  endea- 
voured to  expofe  his  whole  character  and  manners. 
The  auilere  genius  of  Strafford,  occupied  in  the 
purfuits  of  ambition,  had  not  rendered  his  bread 
altogether  inacceffible   to   the    tender  paiTions,  or 
fecured  him  from  the  dominion  of  the  fair  ;  and  in 
that  fullen  age,  when  the  irregularities  of  pleafure 
were  more  reproachful  than  the  moil  odious  crimes, 
thefe  weakneffes    were  thought   worthy    of  being 
mentioned,  together    with  his    treafons,  before  fo 
great  an  affembly.     And,  upon  the  whole,  the  ora- 
tor concluded,  that  it  belonged  to  the  houfe  to  pro- 
vide a  remedy  proportionable  to  the  difeafe,  and  to 
prevent  the  farther    mifchiefs  jultly  to   be   appre- 
hended from  the  influence  which  this  man  had  ac- 
quired over  the  meafures  and  counfels  of  their  fove- 
reign !. 

Sir  John  Clotworthy,  an  Irifh  gentleman,  fir  John 
Hotham  of  Yorkfhire,  and  many  others,  entered 
into  the  fame  topics :  And,  after  feveral  hours  fpent 
in  bitter  invective,  when  the  doors  were  locked  in 
order  to  prevent  all  difcovery  of  their  purpofe  j  it 
*  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  173. 
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was  moved  in  confequence  of  the  resolution  fecretly  c  hap. 
taken,    that  Strafford  fhould  immediately  be    im-  ^      '  u 
peached  of  high  treafon.     This  motion  was  received      1640. 
with  univerfal  approbation ;   nor  was  there,  in  all 
the  debate,  one  perfon  that  offered  to  flop  the  tor- 
rent by  any  tefcimony  in  favour  of  the  earl's  con- 
duel.     Lord  Falkland  alone,  though  known  to  be 
his  enemy,  modeftly  defired  the  houfe  to  confider 
whether  it  would  not  better  fuit  the  gravity  of  their 
proceedings,  firft  to  digefl  by  a  committee  many  of 
thofe  particulars  which  had  been  mentioned,  before 
they  Pent  up  an  accufation  againfl  him.     It  was  in- 
genioully   anfwered   by  Pym,    that   fuch    a   delay 
might  probably  blaft  all  their  hopes,  and  put  it  out 
of  their  power  to  proceed  any  farther  in  the  profe- 
cution  :    That  when  Stratford  mould  learn,  that  fo 
many  of  his  enormities  were  difcovered,    his  con- 
fcience  would   dictate   his  condemnation ;    and  fo 
great  was  his  power  and  credit,  he  would  imme- 
diately procure  the  dilTolution  of  the  parliament,  or 
attempt  lome  other  defperate  meafure  for  his  own 
prefervation  :  That  the  commons  were  only  accufers, 
not  judges  ;  and  it  was  the  province  of  the  peers  to 
determine,  whether  fuch  a  complication  ot  enormous 
crimes,  in  one  perfon,  did  not  amount  to  the  higheft 
crime  known  by  the  law  k.     Without  farther   de- 
bate, the  impeachment  was  voted :  Pym  was  chofen 
to  carry  it  up  to  the  lords :  Moil  of  the  houfe  ac- 
companied him   on  fo   agreeable  an  errand  :  And 
Stratford,  who  had  juft  entered  the  houfe  of  peers, 
and  who  little  expected  fo  fpeedy  a  profecution,  was 
immediately,  upon  this  general  charge,  ordered  info 
cuftody,  with  feveral  fymptoms  of  violent  prejudice 
in  his  judges,  as  well  as  in  his  profecutors. 

In  the  inquiry  concerning  grievances,  and  in  the  Laud  im- 
cenfure  of  pad  meafures,    Laud   could  not  long  ?cacile  • 
efcape   the  fevere  fcrutiny  of  the  commons ;   who 

k  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  r.  174. 
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C  t*iA  P'  were  ^  t00'  *n  their  accufation  of  that  prelate,  a~- 
^  J  -',_i  well  by  their  prejudices  againfl  his  whole  order,  as 
1640.  by  the  extreme  antipathy  which  his  intemperate  zeal 
had  drawn  upon  him.  After  a  deliberation,  which 
fcarcely  Lifted  half  an  hour,  an  impeachment  of  high 
treafon  was  voted  againft  this  fubject,  the  firft,  both 
in  rank  and  in  favour,  throughout  the  kingdom. 
Though  this  incident,  confidering  the  example  of 
Strafford's  impeachment  and  the  prefent  difpofition 
of  the  nation  and  parliament,  needed  be  no  furprife 
to  him  ;  yet  was  he  betrayed  into  fome  paffion^  when 
the  accufation  was  prefented.  The  commons  them- 
Jehcs,  he  faid,  though  his  accufers,  did  not  believe 
him  guilty  of  the  crimes  with  which  they  charged  him  : 
An  indifcretion  which  next  day,  upon  more  mature 
deliberation,  he  defired  leave  to  retract ;  but  fo  little 
favourable  were  the  peers,  that  they  refufed  him  tins- 
advantage  or  indulgence.  Laud  alfo  was  imme- 
diately, upon  this  general  charge,  fequeftered  from 
parliament,  and  committed  to  cuftody  '. 

The  capital  article  infifted  on  againft  thefe  two 
great  men,  was  the  defign  wrhich  the  commons  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  formed,  of  fubverting  the  laws  and 
conftitution  of  England,  and  introducing  arbitrary 
'  and  unlimited  authority  into  the  kingdom.  Of  all 
the  king's  minifters,  no  one  was  fo  obnoxious  in  this 
refpeci  as  the  lord  keeper  Finch.  He  it  was,  who, 
being  fpeaker  in  the  king's  third  parliament,  had 
left  the  chair,  and  refufed  to  put  the  queftion  when 
ordered  by  the  houfe.  The  extrajudicial  opinion  of 
Hie  judges  in  the  cafe  of  fhip-money,  had  been  pro- 
cured by  his  intrigues,  perfuafions,  and  even  me- 
naces. In  all  unpopular  and  illegal  meafures,  he 
was  ever  moff.  active  ;  and  he  was  even  believed  to 
have  declared  publicly,  that  while  he  was  keeper  an 
order  of  council  mould  always,  with  him,  be  equi- 
valent to  a  law.     To  appeafe  the  rifmg  difplealure 

1  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  177.      Wbitlocke,  p.  38.      Rufljworti, 
vol."  iii.  p.  13C5. 
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of  the  commons,  he  defired  to  be  heard  at  their  bar.  c  H  A  P. 

He  proflrated  himfelfwith  all  humility  before  them  ; 

but  this  fubmiflion  availed  him  nothing.     An  im-      !64o. 

peachment  was  refolved  on  ;   and  in  order  to  efcape 

their  fury,  he  thought  proper  fecretly  to  withdraw,  Lord 

and  retire  into  Holland.     As  he  was  not  efleemed  ^ep,ern. 

..        o       cr     i  t        i       •  i  !•  inch  flies, 

equal  to  Stratford  or  even  to  Laud,  either  in  capa- 
city or  in  fidelity  to  his  mafter,  it  was  generally  be- 
lieved that  his  efcape  had  been  connived  at  by  the 
popular  leaders  m.  His  impeachment,  however,  in 
his  abfence,  was  carried  up  to  the  houfe  of  peers. 

Sir  Francis  Windebank,  the  fecretary,  was  a 
creature  of  Laud's  ;  a  fufficient  reafon  for  his  being 
extremely  obnoxious  to  the  commons.  He  was  fe- 
cretly fufpected  too  of  the  crime  of  popery ;  and  it 
was  known  that,  from  complaifance  to  the  queen, 
and  indeed  incompliance  with  the  king's  maxims  of 
government,  he  had  granted  many  indulgences  to 
catholics,  and  had  figned  warrants  for  the  pardon  of 
priefts,  and  their  delivery  from  confinement.  Grim- 
ftone,  a  popular  member,  called  him,  in  the  houfe, 
the  very  pander  and  broker  to  the  whore  of  Baby- 
lon n.  Finding  that  the  fcrutiny  of  the  commons  Secretary 
was  pointed  towards  him,  and  being  fenflble  that  Winde- 
England  was  no  longer  a  place  of  fafety  for  men 
of  his  character,  he  fuddenly  made  his  efcape  into 
France c. 

Thus,  in  a  few  weeks,  this  houfe  of  commons, 
not  oppofed,  or  rather  feconded  by  the  peers,  had 
produced  fuch  a  revolution  in  the  government,  that 
the  two  mod  powerful  and  mod  favoured  rhinifters 
of  the  king  were  thrown  into  the  Tower,  and  daily 
expected  to  be  tried  for  their  life :  Two  other  mi- 
nisters had,  by  flight  alone,  faved  themfelves  from 
a  like  fate  :  All  the  hire's  fervants  faw  that  no  pro- 

ra  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  177.  Whitlocke,  p.  38.  Rufhworth,  vol.  i. 
p.  xi().  136.  1  Ruflivvorth,  vol.  v.  p.  i:z, 

0  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  17S.     Whitloc!:-:,  p.  fj. 
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c  H  A  P.  te6bion  could  be  given  them  by  their  matter :    A 
L_  ..^  ' ^  new  jurifdi&ion  was  erected  in  the  nation ;  and  be- 
164c.      tore  that  tribunal  all  thofe  trembled,  who  had  before 
exulted  mofl  in  their  credit  and  authority. 

What  rendered  the  power  of  the  commons  more 
formidable  was,  the  extreme  prudence  with  which  it 
was  conducted.  Not  content  with  the  authority 
which  they  had  acquired  by  attacking  thefe  great 
minifters,  they  were  refolved  to  render  the  moil 
confiderable  bodies  of  the  nation  obnoxious  to  them. 
Great  an-  Though  the  idol  of  the  people,  they  determined  to 
t  lonty  of  fortify  themfelves  likewife  with  terrors,  and  to  over- 

iiie  com-  ■*  n .  . 

mom.        awe  thofe  who  might  ftill  be  inclined  to  fupport  the 
falling  ruins  of  monarchy. 

During  the  late  military  operations,  feveral 
powers  had  been  exercifed  by  the  lieutenants  and 
deputy-lieutenants  of  counties  :  And  thefe  powers, 
though  neceffary  for  the  defence  of  the  nation,  and 
even  warranted  by  all  former  precedent,  yet  not  be- 
ing authorifed  by  ftatute,  were  now  voted  to  be  il- 
legal ;  and  the  perfons  who  had  afTumed  them,  de- 
clared delinquents.  This  term  was  newly  come  into 
vogue,  and  expreffed  a  degree  and  fpecies  of  guilt 
not  exactly  known  or  afcertained.  In  confequence 
of  that  determination,  many  of  the  nobility  and 
prime  gentry  of  the  nation,  while  only  exerting,  as 
they  juitly  thought,  the  legal  powers  of  magistracy, 
unexpectedly  found  themfelves  involved  in  the  crime 
of  delinquency.  And  the  commons  reaped  this 
multiplied  advantage  by  their  vote :  They  difarmed 
the  crown  ;  they  eftablifhed  the  maxims  of  rigid  law 
and  liberty  ;  and  they  fpread  the  terror  of  their  own 
authority  p. 

The  writs  for  fhip-money  had  been  directed  to 
the  fneriffs,  who  were  required,  and  even  obliged 
under  fevere  penalties,  to  affefs  the  funis  upon  in- 
dividuals, and  to  levy  them  by  their  authority  :   Yet 

p  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  176. 
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were  all  the  fheriffs  and  all  thofe  who  had  been 
employed  in  that  illegal  fervice,  voted,  by  a  very 
rigorous  fentence,  to  be  delinquents.  The  king,  i^oT 
by  the  maxims  of  law,  could  do  no  wrong  :  His 
minifters  and  fervants,  of  whatever  degree,  in  cafe 
of  any  violation  of  the  conftitution,  were  alone 
culpable  q. 

All  the  farmers  and  officers  of  the  cuftoms,  who 
had  been  employed  during  fo  many  years  in  levying 
tonnage  and  poundage,  and  the  new  impofitions, 
were  like  wife  declared  criminals,  and  were  after- 
wards glad  to  compound  for  a  pardon  by  paying  a 
fine  of  150,000  pounds. 

Every  difcretionary  or  arbitrary  fentence  of  the 
frar-chamber  and  high  cornmiffion  courts,  which, 
from  their  very  conftitution,  were  arbitrary,  under- 
went a  fevere  fcrutiny  :  And  all  thofe  who  had  con- 
curred in  fuch  fentences,  were  voted  to  be  liable  to 
the  penalties  of  law  '".  No  minifter  of  the  king,  no 
member  of  the  council,  but  found  himfelf  expofed 
by  this  decifion. 

The  judges  who  had  given  their  vote  againft 
Hambden,  in  the  trial  of  fhip-money,  were  accufed 
before  the  peers,  and  obliged  to  find  furety  for  their 
appearance.  Berkley,  a  judge  of  the  king's  bench, 
was  feized  by  order  of  the  houfe,  even  when  fitting 
in  his  tribunal  ;  and  all  men  faw  with  aftonifhment 
the  irrefiftible  authority  of  their  jurifdiclion s. 

The  fanclion  of  the  lords  and  commons,  as  well 
as  that  of  the  king,  was  declared  neceifary  for  the 
confirmation  of  ecclefiaflical  canons :.  And  this 
judgment,  it  muft  be  conferTed,  however  reafon- 
able,  at  lead  ufetul,  it  would  have  been  difficult  to 
juftify  by  any  precedent u.     But  the  prefent  was  no 

time 

*>  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  176.  r  Ibid.  p.  177. 

s  W&tTocfce,  p.  39.  i  Nnlfon,  vol.  i.  p.  678. 

u  An  act  of  parliament,  25  Hen. VIII. cap.  19. allowed  the  convo- 
cation, with  the  king's  content,  to  make  canons.   By  the  famous  acl: 
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CHAP,  time  for  queflion  or  difpute.  That  decihon,  which 
'  abolifhed  all  legiilative  power  except  that  of  parlia- 
1640.  merit,  was  requifite  for  completing  the  new  plan  of 
liberty,  and  rendering  it  quite  uniform  and  fyfte- 
matical.  Almoft  all  the  bench  of  bifhops,  and  the 
moll  confiderable  of  the  inferior  clergy,  who  had 
voted  in  the  late  convocation,  found  themfelves 
expofed  by  thefe  new  principles  to  the  imputation 
of  delinquency  w. 

The  mod  unpopular  of  all  Charles's  meafures, 
and  the  lead  juftifiable,  was  the  revival  of  mono- 
polies, fo  iolemnly  abolifhed,  after  reiterated  en- 
deavours, by  a  recent  act  of  parliament.  Sermble 
of  this  unhappy  meafure,  the  king  had  of  hirnfelf 
recoiled,  during  the  time  of  his  firft  expedition  . 
againit  Scotland,  many  of  thefe  opprefilve  patents  ; 
and  the  reil  were  now  annulled  by  authority  of  par- 
liament, and  every  one  who  was  concerned  in  them 
declared  delinquents.  The  commons  carried  fo  far 
their  deteftation  of  this  odious  meafure,  that  they 
affumed  a  power  which  had  formerly  been  feldom 
practifed  %  and  they  expelled  all  their  members  who 
were  monopolies  or  projectors  :  An  artifice,  by 
which,  befides  increafmg  their  own  privileges,  they 
weakened  flill  farther  the  very  final!  party  which  the 
king  fecretly  retained  in  the  houfe.  Mildmay,  a 
notorious  monopolift,  yet  having  affociated  hirnfelf 
with  the  ruling  party,  was  ftill  allowed  to  keep  his 
feat.     In  all  queilions  indeed  of  elections,  no  fleddy 

of  fubmvffion  to  that  prince,  the  clergy  bound  themfelves  to  enact  no 
canons  without  the  king's  confent.  The  parliament  was  never  men- 
tioned nor  thought  of.  Such  pretenfions  as  the  commons  advanced 
at  prefent,  would,  in  any  former  age,  have  been  deemed  Arange 
ofurpations. 

w  Clarendon,  vol.i.  p.  206.  Whitlbcke,  p.  37.  Rufh.  vol.  v. 
P-  235-  359-     Nalfon,  vol.  i.   p.  S07. 

x  Lord  Clarendon  fays  it  was  intirely  new  ;  but  there  are  inftanccs 
of  it  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth.  D'Ewes,  p.  396.  352,.  There  arc 
alio  inftances  in  the  reign  of  James. 
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vale  of  deciiion  was  obferved  j  and  nothing  farther  c  H  A  p- 
was  regarded  than  the  affections  and  attachments  of  ,_  -  -^ 
the  parties  y.    Men's  pafiions  were  too  much  heated      1640. 
to  be  (hocked  with  any  inftance  of  injuftice,  which 
ferved  ends  fo  popular  as  thofe  which  were  purfued 
bv  this  houfe  of  commons. 

The  whole  lbvereign  power  being  thus  in  a  man- 
ner transferred  to  the  commons,  and  the  govern- 
ment, without  any  feeming  violence  or  diforder, 
being  changed  in  a  moment  from  a  monarchy  al- 
moft  abfolute,  to  a  pure  democracy  ;  the  popular 
leaders  feemed  willing  for  fome  time  to  fufpend 
their  active  vigour,  and  to  confolidate  their  autho- 
rity, ere  they  proceeded  to  any  violent  exercife  of 
it.  Every  day  produced  fome  new  harangue  on  pad 
grievances.  The  detcftation  of  former  ufurpations, 
was  farther  enlivened  :  The  jealouly  of  liberty 
roufed :  And  agreeably  to  the  fpirit  of  free  govern- 
ment, no  lefs  indignation  was  excited,  by  the  view 
of  a  violated  confeitutien,  than  by  the  ravages  of 
the  moll  enormous  tyranny. 

This  was  the  time  when  genius  and  capacity  of 
all  kinds,  freed  from  the  reftraint  of  authority,  and 
nouriihed  by  unbounded  hopes  and.  projects,  began 
to  exert  themfelves,  and  be  diftinguiihed  by  the 
public.  Then  was  celebrated  the  fagacity  of  Pym, 
more  fitted  for  ufe  than  ornament ;  matured,  not 
chilled  by  his  advanced  age  and  long  experience : 
Then  was  difplayed  the  mighty  ambition  of  Hamb- 
den,  taught  difguife,  not  moderation,  from  former 
conftraint  ;  fupported  by  courage,  conducted  by 
prudence,  embelliihed  by  modefty ;  but  whether 
founded  in  a  love  of  power  or  zeal  for  liberty,  is 
Hill,  from  his  untimely  end,  left  doubtful  and  un- 
certain :  Then  too  were  known  the  dark,  ardent, 
and  dangerous  character  of  St.  John  ;  the  impetu- 
ous fpirit  of  Hollis,  violent  and  fincere,  open  and 
v  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  176. 
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CHAP,  entire  in  his  enmities  and  in  his  friendfhips ;  the 

L1^j  t  enthufiaflic  genius  of  young  Vane,  extravagant  in 

164c.      the  ends  which  he  purfued,  fagacious  and  profound 

in  the  means  which   he  employed;  incited  by  the 

appearances  of  religion,  negligent  of  the  duties  of 

morality. 

So  little  apology  would  be  received  for  pall  mea- 
fures,  fo  contagious  the  general  fpirit  of  difcontent, 
that  even  men  of  the  mofl  moderate  tempers,  and 
the  moll  attached  to  the  church  and  monarchy,  ex- 
erted themfelves  with  the  utmofl  vigour  in  the  re- 
drefs  of  grievances,  and  in  profecuting  the  authors 
of  them.  The  lively  and  animated  Digby  difplayed 
his  eloquence  on  this  occafion,  the  firm  and  un- 
daunted Capel,  the  modeft  and  candid  Palmer.  In 
this  lift  too  of  patriot  royalifts  are  found  the  virtuous 
names  of  Hyde  and  Falkland.  Though  in  their 
ultimate  views  and  intentions,  thefe  men  differed 
widely  from  the  former  ;  in  their  prefent  actions  and 
difcourfes,  an  entire  concurrence  and  unanimity 
was  obferved. 

By  the  daily  harangues  and  invectives  againfl 
illegal  ufurpations,  not  only  the  houfe  of  commons 
inflamed  themfelves  with  the  higheft  animofity 
againfl  the  court :  The  nation  caught  new  fire  from 
the  popular  leaders,  and  feemed  now  to  have  made 
the  firfl  difcovery  of  the  many  fuppofed  diforders  in 
the  government.  While  the  law  in  feveral  in- 
fkmces  feemed  to  be  violated,  they  went  no  farther 
than  fome  fecret  and  calm  murmurs ;  but  mounted 
up  into  rage  and  fury,  as  foon  as  the  conflitution 
was  thought  to  be  reflored  to  its  former  integrity 
and  vigour.  The  capital  efpecially,  being  the  feat 
of  parliament,  was  highly  animated  with  the  fpirit 
of  mutiny  and  difaffeclion.  Tumults  were  daily 
raifed ;  feditious  affemblies  encouraged ;  and  every 
man  neglecting  his  own  bufmefs  was  wholly  intent 
on    the    defence    of    liberty    and    religion.      By 
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ftronger  contagion,  the  popular  affections  were  chap. 
communicated  from  breaft  to  breaft,  in  this  place  _  ^ 
of  general  rendezvous  and  fociety.  1640. 

The  harangues  of  members,  now  firfl  publiihed 
and  difperfed,  kept  alive  the  difcontents  againft  the 
king's  adminiftration.  The  pulpits,  delivered  over 
to  puritanical  preachers  and  lecturers,  whom  the 
commons  arbitrarily  fettled  in  all  the  confiderable 
churches,  refounded  with  faction  and  fanaticifm. 
Vengeance  was  fully  taken  for  the  long  filence  and 
constraint,  in  which,  by  the  authority  of  Laud  and 
the  high  commiffion,  thefe  preachers  had  been  re- 
tained. The  prefs,  freed  from  all  fear  or  referve, 
fwarmed  with  productions,  dangerous  by  their  fedi- 
tious  zeal  and  calumny,  more  than  by  any  art  or 
eloquence  of  compoikion.  Noife  and  fury,  cant 
and  hypocrify,  formed  the  fole  rhetoric  which,  dur- 
ing this  tumult  of  various  prejudices  and  paffions, 
could  be  heard  or  attended  to. 

The  fentence  which  had  been  executed  againft 
Prynne,  Baftwic,  and  Burton,  now  fuffered  a  revi- 
fal  from  parliament.  Thefe  libellers,  far  from  be- 
ing tamed  by  the  rigorous  puniihments  which  they 
had  undergone,  mowed  ftill  a  difpofition  of  repeat- 
ing their  offence ;  and  the  ministers  were  afraid  left 
new  fatires  mould  iffue  from  their  prifons,  and  ftill 
farther  inflame  the  prevailing  difcontents.  By  an 
order,  therefore,  of  council,  they  had  been  carried 
to  remote  prifons  ;  Baftwic  to  Scilly,  Prynne  to 
Jerfey,  Burton  to  Guernfey ;  all  accefs  to  them  was 
denied  ;  and  the  ufe  of  books,  and  of  pen,  ink,  and 
paper,  was  refufed  them.  The  fentence  for  thefe 
additional  puniihments  was  immediately  reverfed 
in  an  arbitrary  manner  by  the  commons  :  Even  the 
firft  fentence,  upon  examination,  was  declared  ille- 
gal :  And  the  judges  who  paffed  it  were  ordered  to 
make  reparation  to  the  fufferers z.     When  the  pri- 

z  Nalfon,  vol.  i.  p.  783.    May,  p.  79. 

foners 


51 


HISTORY    OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 


chap,  foners  landed  in  England,  they  were  received  and 
k^j  entertained  with  the  higheft  demonftrations  of  affec- 
1640.  tion,  were  attended  by  a  mighty  confluence  of 
company,  their  charges  were  borne  with  great  mag- 
nificence, and  liberal  prefents  bellowed  on  them. 
On  their  approach  to  any  town,  all  the  inhabitants 
crowded  to  receive  them,  and  welcomed  their  re- 
ception with  fhouts  and  acclamations.  Their  train 
(till  increafed,  as  they  drew  nigh  to  London.  Some 
miles  from  the  city,  the  zealots  of  their  party  met 
them  in  great  multitudes,  and  attended  their  tri- 
umphant entrance  :  Boughs  were  carried  in  this  tu- 
multuous proceilion ;  the  roads  were  ftrewed  with 
flowers  ;  and  amidil  the  higheft  exultations  of  joy9 
were  intermingled  loud  and  virulent  invectives 
againft  the  prelates,  who  had  fo  cruelly  perfecuted 
fuch  godly  perfonages  a.  The  more  ignoble  thefe 
men  were,  the  more  fenfible  was  the  infult  upon 
royal  authority,  and  the  more  dangerous  was  the 
fplrit  of  difaffection  and  mutiny,  which  it  difco- 
vered  among  the  people. 

Lilburne,  Leighton,  and  every  one  that  had 
been  punilhed  for  feditious  libels  during  the  preced- 
ing adminiilration,  now  recovered  their  liberty,  and 
were  decreed  damages  from  the  judges  and  mini- 
flers  of  jultice  b. 

Not  only  the  prefent  difpofition  of  the  nation 
enfured  impunity  to  all  libellers  :  A  new  method 
of  framing  and  difperfmg  libels  was  invented  by 
the  leaders  of  popular  difcontent.  Petitions  to 
parliament  were  drawn,  craving  redrefs  againfl 
particular  grievances  ;  and  when  a  fufficient  num- 
ber of  fubferiptions  were  procured,  the  petitions 
were  prefented  to  the  commons,  and  imme- 
diately publifhed.     Thefe   petitions    became  fecret 

a  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  199,  200,  &c.    Nalfon,  vol.  i.  p.  570. 
May,  p.  80. 
b  Rufh.  vol.  v.  p,  32.8.    Nalfon,  yol.  i.  p.  Soo. 
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bends  of  affociation  among  the  fubferibers,  and  chap. 
feemed  to  give  undoubted  fan&ion  and  autho-  LI^*  ^ 
rity  to  the  complaints  which  they  contained.  164^ 

It  is  pretended  by  hiftorians  favourable  to  the 
royal  caufe  c,  and  is  even  afferted  by  the  king  him- 
felf  in  a  declaration  d,  that  a  moll  difingenuous  or 
rather  criminal  practice  prevailed,  in  conducting 
many  of  thefe  addreffes.  A  petition  was  firfl  fram- 
ed ;  moderate,  reafonable,  fuch  as  men  of  charac- 
ter willingly  fubicribed.  The  names  were  after- 
wards torn  oil,  and  affixed  to  another  petition,  which 
ferved  better  the  purpofes  of  the  popular  faction. 
We  may  judge  of  the  wild  fury  which  prevailed 
throughout  the  nation,  when  fo  fcandalous  an  im- 
poflure,  which  affected  fuch  numbers  of  people, 
could  be  openly  pracliled,  without  drawing  infamy 
and  ruin  upon  the  managers. 

So  many  grievances  were  offered,  both  by  the 
members,  and  by  petitions  without-doors,  that  the 
houfe  was  divided  into  above  forty  committees, 
charged,  each  of  them,  with  the  examination  of 
fome  particular  violation  of  law  and  liberty,  which 
had  been  complained  of.  Befides  the  general  com- 
mittees of  religion,  trade,  privileges,  laws ;  many 
fubdivifions  of  thefe  were  framed,  and  a  ftricl:  fcru- 
tiny  was  every-where  carried  on.  It  is  to  be  re- 
marked, that,  before  the  beginning  of  this  century, 
when  the  commons  affumed  lefs  influence  and  autho- 
rity, complaints  of  grievances  were  ufually  pre- 
fented  to  the  houfe,  by  any  members  who  had  had 
particular  opportunity  of  obferving  them.  Thefe  ge- 
neral committees,  which  were  a  kind  of  inquifitorial 
courts,  had  not  then  been  eftablifhed ;  and  we  find 
that  the  king,  in  a  former  declaration  %  complains 

c  Dugdale.     Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  203.        J  Hufb.  Col.  p.  536. 
e  Published  on  diflblving  the  third  parliament.    See  Pari.  Hift. 
vol.  viii.  p.  347. 
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CHAP.  loudly  of  this  innovation,  fo  little  favourable  to 
■^^^i^j  royal  authority.  But  never  was  fo  much  multiplied 
1640.  as  at  prefent,  the  ufe  of  thefe  committees  ;  and  the 
commons,  though  themfelves  the  greatefl  innova- 
tors, employed  the  ufual  artifice  of  complaining 
againll  innovations,  and  pretending  to  recover  the 
ancient  and  eftablifhed  government. 

From  the  reports  of  their  committees,  the  houfe 
daily  paffed  votes,  which  mortified  and  aftonifhed 
the  court,  and  inflamed  and  animated  the  nation. 
Ship-money  was  declared  illegal  and  arbitrary;  the 
fentence  againft  Hambden  cancelled  ;  the  court  of 
York  abolifhed  ;  compofitions  for  knighthood  flig- 
matized  ;  the  enlargement  of  the«forefr.s  condemn- 
ed ;  patents  for  monopolies  annulled  ;  and.  every 
late  meafure  of  ariminiftration  treated  with  reproach 
and  obloquy.  To-day,  a  fentence  of  the  ftar- 
chamber  was  exclaimed  againft :  To-morrow,  a 
decree  of  the  high-commiiTion.  Every  difcretionary 
act.  of  council  was  reprefented  as  arbitrary  and  ty- 
rannical ;  and  the  general  inference  was  (till  incul- 
cated, that  a  formed  defign  had  been  laid  to  fub- 
vert  the  laws  and  conftitution  of  the  kingdom. 

From  neceflitv,  the  king  remained  entirely  paf- 
five  during  all  thefe  violent  operations.  The  few 
fervants,  who  continued  faithful  to  him,  were  feized 
with  aftoniihment  at  the  rapid  progrefs  made  by 
the  commons  in  power  and  popularity,  and  were 
glad,  by  their  unaftive  and  inoffenfive  behaviour, 
to  compound  for  impunity.  The  torrent  rifing  to 
fo  dreadful  and  unexpected  a  height,  defpair  feized 
all  thofe,  who  from  intereft  or  habit  were  moil  at- 
tached to  monarchy.  And  as  for  thofe  who  main- 
tained their  duty  10  the  king,  merely  from  their 
regard  to  the  conflitution,  they  feemed  by  their 
concurrence  to  fwell  that  inundation  which  began 
already  to  deluge  every  thing.  "  You  have  taken 
"  the  whole  machine  of  government  in  pieces," 
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faid  Charles  in  a  difcourfe  to  the  parliament  ;    "  a  c  H  A  p« 
"  practice  frequent  with  fkilful  artiiis,  when   they    Vm^^mmJ 
44  defire  to  clear  the  wheels  from  any  ruil  which      1640. 
"  may    have   grown    upon  them.     The    engine," 
continued  he,  "  may  again  be  rettored  to  its  former 
"  ule  and  motions,  provided  it  be  put   up  entire  ; 
"  fo  as  not  a  pin  of  it  be  wanting.''     But  this  was 
far  from  the  intention  of  the  commons.     The  ma- 
chine they  thought,  with  fome  reafon,  was  incum- 
bered with  many  wheels  and  fprings,  which  retarded 
and  croffed  its  operations,  and  deiiroyed  its  utility. 
Happy  !  had  they  proceeded  with  moderation,  and 
been  contented,  in  their  prefent  plenitude  of  power, 
to  remove  fuch  parts  only  as  might  juftly  be  deemed 
fuperfluous  and  incongruous. 

In  order  to  maintain  that  high  authority  which 
they  had  acquired,  the  commons,  befides  confound- 
ing and  overawing  their  opponents,  judged  it  requi- 
fite  to  infpire  courage  into  their  friends  and  adhe- 
rents ;  particularly  into  the  Scots,  and  the  religious 
puritans,  to  whole  affiftance  and  good  offices  they 
were  already  fo  much  beholden. 

No  fooner  were  the  Scots  matters  of  the  northern 
counties,  than  they  laid  afide  their  6rft  profeffions, 
which  they  had  not  indeed  means  to  fupport,  of 
paying  for  every  thing  ;  and  in  order  to  prevent  the 
deftructive  expedient  of  plunder  and  free  quarters, 
the  country  confented  to  give  them  a  regular  con- 
tribution of  850  pounds  a-day,  in  full  of  their  fub- 
hftence  f.  The  parliament,  that  they  might  relieve 
the  northern  counties  from  fo  grievous  a  burden, 
agreed  to  remit  pay  to  the  Sccttifh,  as  well  as  to 
the  Englifh  army  ;  and  becaufe  fubndies  would  be 
levied  too  flowly  for  fo  urgent  an  oceafion,  money 
was  borrowed  from  the  citizens  upon  the  fecurity  of 
particular  members.  Two  fulpfidies,  a  very  fmall  fum?, 

f  Rufhworth,  vol.  iii.  p.  1295.  8  It  appears  that  a  fubfiuy 

was  now  fallen  to  50,000  pounds. 
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CHAP,  were  at  firft  voted  ;  and  as  the  intention  of  this  fup- 
t*    •       ply  was  to  indemnify  the  members,  who,  by  their 

*"  /0J  private,  had  fupported  public  credit,  this  pretence 
was  immediately  laid  hold  of,  and  the  money  was 
ordered  to  be  paid,  not  into  the  treafury,  but  to 
commifnoners  appointed  by  parliament :  A  practice 
which,  as  it  diminifhed  the  authority  of  the  crown, 
was  willingly  embraced,  and  was  afterwards  conti- 
nued by  the  commons,  with  regard  to  every  branch 
of  revenue  which  they  granted  to  the  king.  The 
invafion  of  the  Scots  had  evidently  been  the  caufe  of 
afTembling  the  parliament :  The  prefence  of  their 
army  reduced  the  king  to  that  total  fubjection  in 
which  he  was  now  held :  The  commons,  for  this 
reafon,  openly  profefled  their  intention  of  retaining 
thefe  invaders,  till  all  their  own  enemies  fhould  be 
fuppreiTed,  and  all  their  purpofes  effected.  We 
cannot  yet  fpare  the  Scots,  faid  Strode  plainly  in  the 
houfe  ;  the  fens  of  Zcruiah  are  JIM  too  Jtrong  for 
7/sh :  An  allufion  to  a  paffage  of  fcripture,  accord- 
ing to  the  mode  of  that  age.  Eighty  thoufand 
pounds  a  month  were  requifite  for  the  fubfiflence 
of  the  two  armies ;  a  fum  much  greater  than  the 
fubjeel;  had  ever  been  accuflomed,  in  any  former 
period,  to  pay  to  the  public.  And  though  feveral 
lubfidies,  together  with  a  poll-tax,  were  from  time 
to  time  voted  to  anfwer  the  charge ;  the  commons 
itill  took  care  to  be  in  debt,  in  order  to  render  the 
continuance  of  the  feffion  the  more  necefiary. 

The  Scots  being  fuch  ufeful  allies  to  the  mal- 
content party  in  England,  no  wonder  they  were 
courted  with  the  moil  unlimited  complaifance  and 
the  moil  important  fervices.  The  king  having,  in 
his  firft  fpeech,  called  them  rebels,  obferved  that 
he  had  given  great  offence  to  the  parliament ;  and 
he  was  immediately  obliged  to  foften,  and  even  re- 
tract the  expreflion.     The  Scottifh  commiflioners, 

h  Dugdale,  p.  71. 
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of  whom  the  moft  confiderable  were  the  earl  of  C  H  A  p. 
Rothes  and  lord  Loudon,  found  every  advantage  in  .  LR  • 
conducting  their  treaty  ;  yet  made  no  hafte  in  bring-  I(s40. 
ing  it  to  an  ifTue.  They  were  lodged  in  the  city,  and 
kept  an  intimate  correfpondence,  as  well  with  the 
magiflrates,  who  were  extremely  difaffecled,  as  with 
the  popular  leaders  in  both  houfes.  St.  Antholine's 
church  was  affigned  them  for  their  devotions ;  and 
their  chaplains,  here,  began  openly  to  practife  the 
prefbyterian  form  of  worfhip,  which,  except  in  fo- 
reign languages,  had  never  hitherto  been  allowed 
any  indulgence  or  toleration.  So  violent  was  the 
general  propennty  towards  this  new  religion,  that 
multitudes  of  ail  ranks  crowded  to  the  church. 
Thofe,  who  were  fo  happy  as  to  find  accefs  early  in 
the  morning,  kept  their  places  the  whole  day  : 
Thofe,  who  were  excluded,  clung  to  the  doors  or 
windows,  in  hopes  of  catching,  at  lead,  fome  dif- 
tant  murmur  or  broken  phrafes  of  the  holy  rhetoric '. 
All  the  eloquence  of  parliament,  now  well  refined 
from  pedantry,  animated  with  the  fpirit  of  liberty, 
and  employed  in  the  moft  important  interefts,  was 
not  attended  to  with  fuch  infatiable  avidity,  as  were 
thefe  lectures,  delivered  with  ridiculous  cant,  and  a 
provincial  accent,  full  of  barbarifm  and  of  ignorance. 
The  moft  effectual  expedient  for  paying  court  to 
the  zealous  Scots  was  to  promote  the  prefbyterian 
difcipline  and  worfhip  throughout  England,  and  to 
this  innovation  the  popular  leaders  among  the  com- 
mons, as  well  as  their  more  devoted  partifans, 
were,  of  themfelves,  fufncientlv  inclined.  The  pu- 
ritanical party,  whofe  progrefs,  though  fecret,  had 
hitherto  been  gradual  in  the  kingdom,  taking  ad- 
vantage of  the  prefent  diforders,  began  openly  to 
profefs  their  tenets,  and  to  make  furious  attacks  on 
the  eftablifhed  religion.  The  prevalence  of  that 
feet  in  the  parliament  difcovered  itfelf,  from  the  be- 


i  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  1S9. 
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CHAP,  ginning,  by  infenfible  but  decifive  fymptoms. 
LIV^  Marfhall  and  Burgefs,  two  puritanical  clergymen, 
J640.  were  chofen  to  preach  before  them,  and  entertained 
them  with  difcourfes  feven  hours  in  length  k.  It 
being  the  cuftom  of  the  houfe  always  to  take  the 
facrament  before  they  enter  upon  bufinefs,  they 
ordered,  as  a  neceflary  preliminary,  that  the  com- 
munion table  mould  be  removed  from  the  eaft  end 
of  St.  Margaret's  into  the  middle  of  the  area  '. 
The  name  of  the  fpiritual  lords  was  commonly  left 
out  in  acts  of  parliament ;  and  the  laws  ran  in  the 
name  of  king,  lords,  and  commons.  The  clerk  of 
the  upper  houfe,  in  reading  bills,  turned  his  back 
on  the  bench  of  bifhops  ;  nor  was  his  infolence  ever 
taken  notice  of.  On  a  day  appointed  for  a  folemn 
fail  and  humiliation,  all  the  orders  of  temporal  peers, 
contrary  to  former  practice,  in  going  to  church, 
took  place  of  the  fpiritual  ;  and  lord  Spencer  re- 
marked, that  the  humiliation,  that  day,  feemed  con- 
fined alone  to  the  prelates. 
Thebi-  Every  meeting  of  the  commons  produced  fome 

f^ips?at>  vehement  harangue  againft  the  ufurpations  of  the 
bifhops,  againft  the  high  commiilion,  againft  the 
late  convocation,  againfl  the  new  canons.  So  dif- 
gufled  were  all  lovers  of  civil  liberty  at  the  doctrines 
promoted  by  the  clergy,  that  thefe  invectives  were 
received  without  control ;  and  no  diftinction,  at 
firft,  appeared  between  fuch  as  defired  only  to  re- 
prefs  the  exorbitancies  of  the  hierarchy,  and  fuch  as 
pretended  totally  to  annihilate  epifcopal  jurifdiction. 
Encouraged  by  thefe  favourable  appearances,  peti- 
tions againft  the  church  were  framed  in  different 
parts  of  the  kingdom.  The  epithet  of  the  igno- 
rant and  vicious  priefthood  was  commonly  applied 
to  all  churchmen,  addicted  to  the  eftablifhed  difci- 
pline  and  worfhip ;  though  the  epifcopal  clergy  in 
England,  during  that  age,  feem  to  have  been,  as 

k  Nalfon,  vol.  i.  p.  530.  533.  l  Idem,  ibid.  p.  $37- 
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they  are  at  prefent,  fufficiently  learned  and  exem-  chap. 
plary.     An  addrefs  againft  epifcopacy  was  prefented      LIV; 
by  twelve  clergymen  to  the  committee  of  religion,       l640> 
and  pretended  to  be  figned  by  many  hundreds  of  the 
puritanical  perfuafion.     But  what  made  mod  noife 
was,  the  city  petition  for  a  total  alteration  of  church 
government ;  a  petition  to  which  1 5,000  fubfcrip- 
tions  were  annexed,  and  which  was   prefented  by 
alderman  Pennington,  the  city  member  m.     It  is  re- 
markable that,  among  the  many  ecclefiaftical  abufes 
there  complained  of,  an  allowance,  given  by  the  li- 
cenfers  of  books,  to  publifh  a  tranflation  of  Ovid's 
Art  of  Love,  is  not  forgotten  by  thefe  ruftic  cen- 
ibrs  n. 

Notwithstanding  the  favourable  difpofition  of 
the  people,  the  leaders  in  the  houfe  refolved  to  pro- 
ceed with  caution.  They  introduced  a  bill  for  pro- 
hibiting all  clergymen  the  exercife  of  any  civil 
office.  As  a  confequence,  the  bifhops  were  to  be  de- 
prived of  their  feats  in  the  houfe  of  peers ;  a  mea- 
sure not  unacceptable  to  the  zealous  friends  of 
liberty,  who  obferved  with  regret  the  devoted  at- 
tachment of  that  order  to  the  will  of  the  monarch. 
But  when  this  bill  was  prefented  to  the  peers,  it  was 
rejected  by  a  great  majority0:  The  nrft  check 
which  the  commons  had  received  in  their  popular 
career,  and  a  prcgnoftic  of  what  they  might  after- 
wards expect  from  the  upper  houfe,  whofe  inclina- 
tions and  interests  could  never  be  totally  feparated 
from  the  throne.  But,  to  mew  how  little  they  were 
difcouraged,  the  puritans  immediately  brought  in 
another  bill  for  the  total  abolition  of  epifcopacy  ; 
though  they  thought  proper  to  let  that  bill  fleep  at 
prefent,  in  expectation  of  a  more  favourable  oppor- 
tunity of  reviving  it  r. 

m  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  203.    Whitlocke,  p.  37.     Nalfon,  vol.  i. 
p.  666.  n  Rufh.  vol.  v.  p.  171.  •  Clarendon,  vol.  i. 
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CHAP.  Among  other  acts  of  regal  executive  power, 
^^"^  which  the  commons  were  every  day  affuming,  they 
1640.  iffued  orders  for  demolifhing  all  images,  altars,  cru- 
cifixes. The  zealous  fir  Robert  Harley,  to  whom 
the  execution  of  thefe  orders  was  committed,  remov- 
ed all  crones  even  out  of  ftreets  and  markets  ;  and 
from  his  abhorrence  of  that  fuperflitious  figure, 
would  not  any- where  allow  one  piece  of  wood  or 
Hone  to  lie  over  another  at  right  angles  q. 

The  bifhop  of  Ely  and  other  clergymen  were 
attacked  on  account  of  innovations  r.  Cozens,  who 
had  long  been  obnoxious,  was  expofed  to  new  cen- 
fures.  This  clergyman,  who  was  dean  of  Peter- 
borough, was  extremely  zealous  for  ecclefiaftical 
ceremonies  :  And  fo  far  from  permitting  the  com- 
municants to  break  the  facramental  bread  with  their 
fingers,  a  privilege  on  which  the  puritans  flrenu- 
oufly  infilled,  he  would  not  fo  much  as  allow  it  to  be 
cut  with  an  ordinary  houfehold  inftrument.  A  con- 
fecrated  knife  muff,  perform  that  facred  office,  and 
mud  never  afterwards  be  profaned  by  any  vulgar 
fervice s. 

Cozens  likewife  was  accufed  of  having  faid,  The 
king  has  no  more  authority  in  ecclefiaftical  matters^ 
than  the  boy  who  rubs  my  horfe's  heels  '.  The  ex- 
preffion  was  violent :  But  it  is  certain,  that  all  thole 
high  churchmen,  who  were  fo  induftrious  in  redu- 
cing the  laity  to  fubmiffion,  were  extremely  fond  of 
their  own  privileges  and  independency,  and  were 
defirous  of  exempting  the  mitre  from  all  fubjectron 
to  the  crown. 

A  committee  was  elected  by  the  lower  houfe,  as 
a  court  of  inquifition  upon  the  clergy,  and  was  com- 
monly denominated  the  committee  of  fcandalo-us 
minifters.  The  politicians  among  the  commons 
were  apprifed  of  the  great  importance  of  the  pulpit 

1  Wliitlocke,  p.  45.  r  Ruftnvortli,   vol.  v.  p.  351. 
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for  guiding  the  people ;    the  bigots  were  enraged  chap 
againft   the  prelatical  clergy;    and   both   of  them      Liv- 
knew  that  no  eftablifhed  government  could  be  over-  ^^T^ 
thrown  by  ftridly  obferving  the  principles  of  juftice, 
equity,  or  clemency.     The  proceedings,  therefore' 
of  this  famous  committee,  which  continued  for  fe- 
veral   years,    were  cruel  and   arbitrary,  and  made 
great  havoc  both  on  the  church  and  the  univerfities. 
They  began  with   haraffing,  imprifoning,   and  mo- 
letting  the  clergy  ;   and  ended  with  fequeftrating  and 
ejecting  them.  In  order  to  join  contumely  to  cruelty 
they  gave    the   fufFerers  the  epithet  of  fcandakm, 
and  endeavoured  to  render  them  as  odious  as  they 
were    miferable u.      The  greatefl   vices,    however, 
which  they  could  reproach  to  a  great  part  of  them| 
were,  bowing  at  the  name  of  fefus,    placing  the 
communion  table  in   the  eaft,  reading  the  king's 
orders  for  fports  on  Sunday,  and  other  practices, 
which  the  eftablifhed  government,  both  in  church 
and  ftate,  had  ftrictly  enjoined  them. 

It  may  be  worth  obferving,  that  all  hiftorians, 
who  lived  near  that  age,  or  what  perhaps  is  more 
decifive,  all  authors  who  have  carnally  made  men- 
tion of  thofe  public  tranfactions,  ftill  reprefent  the 
civil  diforders  and  convulfions  as  proceeding  from 
religious  controverfy,  and  confider  the  political 
difputes  about  power  and  liberty  as  entirely  fubor- 
dinate  to  the  other.  It  is  true,  had  the  king  been 
able  to  fupport  government,  and  at  the  fame  time 
to  abftain  from  all  invafion  of  national  privileges, 
it  feems  not  probable  that  the  puritans  ever  could' 
have  acquired  fuch  authority  as  to  overturn  the 
whole  conftitution  :  Yet  fo  entire  was  the  fubjeclion 
into  which  Charles  was  now  fallen,  that,  had  not 
the  wound  been  poifoned  by  the  infufion  of  theolo- 
gical hatred,  it  muft  have  admitted  of  an  eafy  re- 
medy.    Dilufe   of  parliaments,  imprifonments  and 

u  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  199.    Whitlocke,  p.  m.    May,  p.  8r. 

C  c  2  profecution 
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CHAP,  profecution  of  members,  fhip-money,  an  arbitrary 
^IV'  adminiftration  ;  thefe  were  loudly  complained  of: 
i640.  But  the  grievances  which  tended  chiefly  to  inflame 
the  parliament  and  nation,  efpecially  the  latter, 
were  the  furplice,  the  rails  placed  about  the  altar, 
the  bows  exacted  on  approaching  it,  the  liturgy,  the 
breach  of  the  fabbath,  embroidered  copes,  lawn 
fleeves,  the  ufe  of  the  ring  in  marriage,  and  of  the 
crofs  in  baptifm.  On  account  of  thefe,  were  the 
popular  leaders  content  to  throw  the  government 
into  fuch  violent  convulfions ;  and,  to  the  difgrace 
of  that  age,  and  of  this  ifland,  it  mufl  be  acknow- 
ledged, that  the  diforders  in  Scotland  entirely,  and 
thofe  in  England  moftly,  proceeded  from  fo  mean 
and  contemptible  an  origin  w. 

Some  perfons,  partial  to  the  patriots  of  this  age, 
have  ventured  to  put  them  in  balance  with  the  mofl 
illuftrious  characters  of  antiquity ;  and  mentioned 
the  names  of  Pym,  Hambden,  Vane,  as  a  jufl 
parallel  to  thofe  of  Cato,  Brutus,  Cafiius.  Profound 
capacity,  indeed,  undaunted  courage,  extenfive  en- 
terprife  ;  in  thefe  particulars  perhaps  the  Roman 
do  not  much  furpafs  the  Englifh  worthies :  But 
what  a  difference,  when  the  ditcourfe,  conduct,  con- 
verfation,  and  private  as  well  as  public  behaviour, 
of  both  are  infpe&ed !  Compare  only  one  circum- 
ftance,  and  conlider  its  confequences.  The  leifure 
of  thofe  noble  ancients  was  totally  employed  in  the 
ftudy  of  Grecian  eloquence  and  philoibphy  ;  in  the 
cultivation  of  polite  letters  and  civilized  fociety : 
The  whole  difcourfe  and  language  of  the  moderns 
were  polluted  with  my  fieri  ous  jargon,  and  full  of 
the  lowed  and  moil  vulgar  hypocriiy. 

*  Lord  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  233.  fays,  that  the  parliamentary 
party  were  not  agreed  about  the  entire  abolition  of  epifcopacy  : 
They  were  only  the  root  andbranb  men,  a3  they  were  called,  who 
infilled  on  that  meafure.  But  thofe  who  were  willing  to  retain 
bifliops,  infilled  on  reducing  their  authority  to  a  low  ebb  ;  as  well 
as  on  abolishing  the  ceremonies  of  worlhip  and  veftments  of  the 
clergy.  The  controverfy,  therefore,  between  the  parties  was  almoft 
wholly  theoloeical,  and  that  of  the  mofl;  frivolous  and  ridiculous  kind* 

The 
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The  laws,  as  they  flood  at  prefent,  protected  the  CHAP, 
church,  but  they  expofed  the  catholics  to  the  utmoft  ' 

rage  of  the  puritans  ;  and  thefe  unhappy  religionists,  I640, 
fo  obnoxious  to  the  prevailing  feet,  could  not  hope 
to  remain  long  unmolefted.  The  voluntary  contri- 
bution which  they  had  made,  in  order  to  aflift  the 
king  in  his  war  againfl  the  Scottifh  covenanters, 
was  inquired  into,  and  reprefented  as  the  greateft 
enormity  \  By  an  addrefs  from  the  commons,  all 
officers  of  that  religion  were  removed  from  the 
army,  and  application  was  made  to  the  king  for 
feizing  two  thirds  of  the  lands  of  recufants  ;  a  pro- 
portion to  which,  by  law,  he  was  entitled,  but  which 
he  had  always  allowed  them  to  poflefs  upon  eafy 
compofitions.  The  execution  of  the  fevere  and 
bloody  laws  againfl  priefts  was  infilled  on  :  And  one 
Goodman,  a  jefuit,  who  was  found  in  prifon,  was 
condemned  to  a  capital  puniihment.  Charles,  how- 
ever, agreeably  to  his  ufual  principles,  fcrupled  to 
fign  the  warrrant  for  his  execution ;  and  the  com- 
mons expreifed  great  refentment  on  the  occafion  y. 
There  remains  a  fmgular  petition  of  Goodman, 
begging  to  be  hanged,  rather  than  prove  a  fource  of 
contention  between  the  king  and  his  people  z.  He 
efcaped  with  his  life  ;  but  it  feems  more  probable 
that  he  was  overlooked  amidfl  affairs  of  greater  con- 
fequence,  than  that  fuch  unrelenting  hatred  would 
be  foftened  by  any  consideration  of  his  courage  and 
generofity. 

For  fome  years,  Con,  a  Scotchman  ;  afterwards, 
Rofetti,  an  Italian,  had  openly  refided  at  London, 
and  frequented  the  court,  as  vefted  with  a  com- 
miflion  from  the  pope.  The  queen's  zeal,  and  her 
authority  with  her  huiband,  had  been  the  caufe  of 

*  Ruftnvorth,  vol.  v.  p.  160.  }  Idem,  ibid.  p.  158,  159, 

Nalfon,  vol.  i.  p.  739.  z  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  166.    Nalfon, 

vol.  i.  p.  749. 

C  c  3  this 
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CHAP,  this  imprudence,  To  offenfive  to  the  nation a.     But 
«3^_1^  the  fpirit  of  bigotry  now  rofe  too  high  to  permit  any 
164a      longer  fuch  indulgences  b. 

Hayward,    a   juftice  of  peace,   having   been 
wounded,  when  employed  in  the  exercife  of  his  of- 
fice, by  one  James,  a  catholic  madman,  this  enor- 
mity was  afcribed  to  the  popery,  not  to  the  phrenzy, 
of  the  affafiin  ;    and  great  alarms  feized  the  nation 
and  parliament c.     An  univerfal  confpiracy  of  the 
papifls  was  fuppoied  to  have  taken  place  ;  and  every 
man,  for  fome  days,  imagined  that  he  had  a  fword 
at  his  throat.    Though  fome  perfons  of  family  and 
diftinction  were  ftill  attached  to  the  catholic  fuper- 
ftition,    it  is  certain  that  the  numbers  of  that  feet 
did  not  amount  to  the   fortieth  part  of  the  nation : 
And  the  frequent  panics  to  which  men,  during  this 
period,  were  fo  fubject  on  account  of  the  catholics, 
were  lefs  the  effects  of  fear,   than  of  extreme  rage 
and  averfion  entertained  againft  them. 
-    The  queen-mother  of  France,  having  been  forced 
into  banifhment  by  fome  court-intrigues,  had  retired 
into  England  ;    and  expected    fhelter,   amidft  her 
prefent  diitreffes,  in  the  dominions  of  her  daughter 
and  fon-in-law.     But  though    me  behaved  in   the 
moil  inoffenfive  manner,  me  was  infulted   by  the 
populace  on  account  of  her  religion  ;  and  was  even 
threatened  with  worfe  treatment.     The  earl  of  Hol- 
land, lieutenant  of  Middlefex,  had  ordered  a  hun- 
dred mufqueteers  to  guard  her ;    but  finding  that 
they  had  imbibed  the  fame  prejudices  with  the  reft 

a  It  is  now  known  from  the  Clarendon  papers,  that  the  king  had 
alio  an  authorised  agent  who  refidcd  at  Rome.  His  name  was  Bret, 
and  his  chief  bu fine fs  was  to  negotiate  with  the  pope  concerning  in- 
dulgences to  the  catholic?,  and  to  engage  the  catholics,  in  return,  to 
be  good  and  loyal  fubjecls.  But  this  whole  matter,  though  very  in- 
nocent, was  mptt  carefully  kept  fecret.  The  king  fays,  that  he  be- 
lieved Bret  to  be  as  much  his  as  any  papift  could  be.    See  p.  348.  354. 

»  Ruftrwortb,  vol.  v.  p  301.  c  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  249. 

RufhworLh,  vol.  v.  p.  57* 
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of  their  countrymen,  and  were  unwillingly  employed  CHAP, 
in  fuch  a  fcrvice,  he  laid  the  cafe  before  the  houfe  ' 

of  peers ;  for  the  king's  authority  was  now  entirely  1640. 
annihilated.  He  reprefented  the  indignity  of  the 
action,  that  fo  great  a  princefs,  mother  to  the  king 
of  France,  and  to  the  queens  of  Spain  and  Eng- 
land, mould  be  affronted  by  the  multitude.  He 
obferved  the  indelible  reproach  which  would  fall 
upon  the  nation,  if  that  unfortunate  queen  mould 
fuffer  any  violence  from  the  mifguided  zeal  of  the 
people.  He  urged  the  facred  rights  of  hofpitality 
due  to  every  one,  much  more  to  a  perfon  in  di- 
ftrefs,  of  fo  high  a  rank,  with  whom  the  nation 
was  fo  nearly  connected.  The  peers  thought  pro- 
per to  communicate  the  matter  to  the  commons, 
whofe  authority  over  the  people  was  abfolute.  The 
commons  agreed  to  the  neceffity  of  protecting  the 
queen-mother  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  prayed,  that 
me  might  be  defired  to  depart  the  kingdom  :  "  For 
"  the  quieting  thofe  jealoufies  in  the  hearts  of  his 
"  majelty's  well-affected  fubjects,  occafioned  by 
"  fome  ill  inftruments  about  that  queen's  perfon,  by 
"  the  flowing  of  priefts  and  papifts  to  her  houfe, 
"  and  by  the  ufe  and  practice  of  the  idolatry  of  the 
"  mafs,  and  exercife  of  other  fuperftitious  fervices 
"  of  the  Romifh  church,  to  the  great  fcandal  of 
"  true  religion  V 

Charles,  in  the  former  part  of  his  reign,  had 
endeavoured  to  overcome  the  intractable  and  en- 
croaching fpirit  of  the  commons,  by  a  perfeverance 
in  his  own  meafures,  by  a  (lately  dignity  of  beha- 
viour, and  by  maintaining,  at  their  utmoft  height, 
and  even  perhaps  ftretching  beyond  former  prece- 
dent, the  rights  of  his  prerogative.  Finding,  by 
experience,  how  unfuccefsful  thofe  meafures  had 
proved,  and  obferving  the  low  condition  to  which 
he  was  now  reduced,  he  refolved  to  alter  his  whole 

«■  Rufli worth,  vol.  v.  p.  267. 
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CHAP,  conduct,  arid  to  regain  the  confidence  of  his  peopie, 
LIV-      by  pliablenefs,  by  conceflions,  and  by  a  total  con- 
j640.      formity  to  their  inclinations  and  prejudices.    It  may 
fafely  be  averred,  that  this  new  extreme  into  which 
the  king,  for  want  of  proper  counfei  or  fupport, 
was  failen,  became  no  lefs  dangerous  to  the  confli- 
tution,  and  pernicious    to  public  peace,  than  the 
other,  in  which  he  had  fo  long  and  fo  unfortunately 
perfevered. 
Tonnage        The  pretenfions   with    regard   to  tonnage   and 
and  poundage  were  revived,  and  with  certain  affurance 

poun  age.  q£  fUccefs  j^y  tj-je  comm0ns  %  The  levying  of  thefe 
duties,  as  formerly,  without  confent  of  parliament, 
and  even  increafing  them  at  pleafure,  was  fuch  an 
incongruity  in  a  free  conftitution,  where  the  people, 
by  their  fundamental  privileges,  cannot  be  taxed 
but  by  their  own  confent,  as  could  no  longer  be 
endured  by  thefe  jealous  patrons  of  liberty.  In  the 
preamble  therefore  to  the  bill,  by  which  the  com- 
mons granted  thefe  duties  to  the  king,  they  took 
care,  in  the  ftrongeft  and  moll  pofitive  terms,  to  af- 
fert  their  own  right  of  bellowing  this  gift,  and  to  di- 
vert the  crown  of  all  independent  title  of  afluming 
it.  And  that  they  might  increafe,  or  rather  finally 
fix,  the  entire  dependence  and  fubjection  of  the 
king,  they  voted  thefe  duties  only  for  two  months, 
and  afterwards,  from  time  to  time,  renewed  their 
grant  for  very  fhort  periods  f.  Charles,  in  order  to 
ihow  that  he  entertained  no  intention  ever  again  to 

0  It  appears  not  that  the  commons,  though  now  entirely  matters, 
abohfhed  the  new  impofvtions  of  James,  againft  which  they  had  for? 
merly  fo  loudly  complained  :  A  certain  proof  that  the  rates  of  cuf- 
toms,  fettled  by  that  prince,  were  in  moft  inftances  juft,  and  pro- 
portioned to  the  new  price  of  commodities.  They  feem  i-ather  to 
have  been  low.     See  Journ.  ioth  Aug.  1625. 

f  It  was  an  inftruction  given  by  the  houfe  to  the  committee  which 
framed  one  of  thefe  bills,  to  take  care  that  the  rates  upon  exportation 
may  be  as  light  as  poffihle  ;  and  upon  importation,  as  heavy  as  trade 
will  bear  :  A  proof  that  the  nature  of  commerce  began  now  to  be 
underftood.    Journ.  1  June  1641. 

feparate 
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feparate  himfelf  from  his  parliament,  paffed  this  im«  C  H  A  p. 
portant  bill  without  any  fcruple  or  heiitation5.  Llv- 

With  regard  to  the  bill  for  triennial  parliaments,  I640. 
he  made  a  little  difficulty.  By  an  old  ftatute,  paffed  Triennial 
during  the  reign  of  Edward  III.  it  had  been  en-  '  ' 
acted,  that  parliaments  fhould  be  held  once  every 
year,  or  more  frequently  if  neceffary :  But  as  no 
provifion  had  been  made  in  cafe  of  failure,  and  no 
precife  method  pointed  out  for  execution ;  this  fla- 
tute had  been  confidered  merely  as  a  general  de- 
claration, and  was  difpenfed  with  at  pleafure.  The 
defect  was  fupplied  by  thofe  vigilant  patriots  who 
now  affumed  the  reins  of  government.  It  was  en- 
acted, that  if  the  chancellor,  who  was  firft  bound 
under  fevere  penalties,  failed  to  iffue  writs  by  th$ 
third  of  September  in  every  third  year,  any  twelve 
or  more  of  the  peers  mould  be  impowered  to  exert 
this  authority  :  In  default  of  the  peers,  that  the 
fheriffs,  mayors,  bailiffs,  &c.  mould  fummon  the 
voters :  And  in  their  default,  that  the  voters  them* 
felves  fhould  meet  and  proceed  to  the  election  of 
members,  in  the  fame  manner  as  if  writs  had  been 
regularly  iffued  from  the  crown.  Nor  could  the 
parliament,  after  it  was  affembled,  be  adjourned, 
prorogued,  or  difTolved,  without  their  own  confent, 
during  the  fpace  of  fifty  days.  By  this  bill,  fome 
of  the  nobleft  and  moft  valuable  prerogatives  of  the 
crown  were  retrenched  ;  but  at  the  fame  time  no- 
thing could  be  more  neceffary  than  fuch  a  ftatute, 
for  completing  a  regular  plan  of  law  and  liberty. 
A  great  reluctance  to  affemble  parliaments  muff  be 
expected  in  the  king  ;  where  thefe  affemblies,  as  of 
late,  eftablifh  it  as  a  maxim  to  carry  their  fcrutiny 
into  every  part  of  government.  During  long  in- 
termiflions  of  parliament,  grievances  and  abufes,  as 
was  found  by  recent  experience,  would  naturally 
creep  in  ;    and  it  would  even  become  neceffary  for 

*  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  acS. 

1 7  the 


394  HISTORY    OF   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

CHAP,  the  king  and  council  to  exert  a  great  difcretionary 
™'  authority,  and  by  acta  of  State  to  fupply,  in  every 
1640.  emergence,  the  legislative  power,  whofe  meeting  was 
fo  uncertain  and  precarious.  Charles,  finding  that 
nothing  lefs  would  fatisfy  his  parliament  and  people, 
at  lad  gave  his  aflent  to  this  bill,  which  produced  fo 
great  an  innovation  in  the  constitution  \  Solemn 
thanks  were  prefented  him  by  both  houfes.  Great 
rejoicings  were  expreiTed  both  in  the  city  and 
throughout  the  nation.  And  mighty  professions 
were  every-where  made  of  gratitude  and  mutual  re- 
turns of  lupply  and  confidence.  This  conceffion  of 
the  king,  it  mud  be  owned,  was  not  entirely  volun- 
tary :  It  was  of  a  nature  too  important  to  be  vo- 
luntary. The  Sole  inference  which  his  partifans  were 
entitled  to  draw  from  the  fubmiffions  fo  frankly  made 
to  prefent  neceffity,  was,  that  he  had  certainly  adopted 
a  new  plan  of  government,  and  for  the  future  was 
refolved,  by  every  indulgence,  to  acquire  the  con- 
fidence and  affections  of  his  people. 

Charles  thought,  that  what  concefiions  were 
made  to  the  public  were  of  little  confequence,  if  no 
gratifications  were  beftowed  on  individuals,  who  had 
acquired  the  direction  of  public  counfels  and  deter- 
minations. A  change  of  ministers  as  well  as  of  mea- 
fures  was  therefore  refolved  on.  In  one  day  feveral 
new  privy-counfellors  were  fworn  ;  the  earls  of 
Hertford,  Bedford,  RffeSc,  Briftol ;  the  lords  Say, 
Saville,  Kimbolton :  Within  a  few  days  after  was 
admitted  the  earl  of  Warwic  ;.  All  thefe  noblemen 
were  of  the  popular  party  ;  and  fome  of  them 
afterwards,  when  matters  were  pufhed  to  extremities 
by  the  commons,  proved  the  greateit  fupport  of 
monarchy. 

Juxon,  bimop  of  London,  who  had  never  de- 
fired  the  treafurer's  Staff,  now  earneftly  folicited  for 

h  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p  209.  Whitlocke,  p.  39.  R 11  fh  worth, 
vol.  v.  p.  189.  \  Clarendon,  vol.i.  p.  195. 
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leave  to  refign  it,  and  retire  to  the  care  of  that  tur-  C  h  a  P. 
bulent  diocefe  committed  to  him.  The  kh«>;  gave  LIV 
his  confent ;  and  it  is  remarkable,  that  during  all  ^40. 
the  fevere  inquiries  carried  on  againfl  the  conduct 
of  miniilers  and  prelates,  the  mild  ,and  prudent  vir- 
tues of  this  man,  who  bore  both  thele  invidious 
characters,  remained  unmolefled k.  It  was  intended 
that  Bedford,  a  popular  man  of  great  authority  as 
well  as  wifdom  and  moderation,  mould  fucceed 
Juxon  :  But  that  nobleman,  unfortunately  both  for 
king  and  people,  died  about  this  very  time.  By 
fome  promotions,  place  was  made  for  St.  John, 
who  was  created  folicitor-general.  Hollis  was  to 
be  made  fecretary  of  flate,  in  the  room  of  Winde- 
bank,  who  had  fled  :  Pym,  chancellor  of  the  ex- 
chequer, in  the  room  of  lord  Cottington,  who  had 
refigned  :  Lord  Say,  mailer  of  the  wards,  in  the 
room  of  the  fame  nobleman :  The  earl  of  EiTex, 
governor  ;  and  Hambden,  tutor  to  the  prince  '. 

What  retarded  the  execution  of  thefe  projected 
changes  was,  the  difficulty  of  fatisfying  all  thofe 
who,  from  their  activity  and  authority  in  parliament, 
had  pretenfions  for  offices,  and  who  ftill  had  it  in 
their  power  to  embarrafs  and  diflrefs  the  public 
meafures.  Their  ailociates  too  in  popularity,  whom 
the  king  intended  to  diftinguifh  by  his  favour,  were 
unwilling  to  undergo  the  reproach  of  having  driven 
a  feparate  bargain,  and  of  facrificing  to  their  own 
ambitious  views,  the  caufe  of  the  nation.  And  as 
they  were  fenfible  that  they  mult  owe  their  prefer- 
ment entirely  to  their  weight  and  confideration  in 
parliament,  they  were  moil  of  them  refolved  ftill  to 
adhere  to  that  aflembly,  and  both  to  promote  its  au- 
thority, and  to  preferve  their  own  credit  in  it. 
On  all  occafions,  they  had  no  other  advice  to  give 
the  king,  than  to  allow  himfelf  to  be  directed  by 
his   great  council  5    or,  in   other  words,  to  refign 

k  Warwick,  p.  95.  1  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  210,  an. 
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CHAT,  himfelf  paffively  to  their  guidance  and  government. 
LIV-      And    ^harles    found,   that,    inftead    of  acquiring 

,_i64o.  ~'  frien&s  by  tne  honours  and  offices  which  he  mould 
beflow,  he  mould  only  arm  his  enemies  with  more 
power  to  hurt  him. 

The  end  on  which  the  king  was  mofl  intent  in 
changing  miniflers  was,  to  fave  the  life  of  the  earl 
of  Strafford,  and  to  mollify,  by  thefe  indulgences, 
the  rage  of  his  mofl  furious  profecutors.  But  fo 
high  was  that  nobleman's  reputation  for  experience 
and  capacity,  that  all  the  new  counfellors  and  in- 
tended miniflers  plainly  faw,  that,  if  he  efcaped 
their  vengeance,  he  mull  return  into  favour  and 
authority ;  and  they  regarded  his  death  as  the  only 
fecurity  which  they  could  have,  both  for  the  efla- 
blifhment  of  their  prefent  power,  and  for  fuccefs  in 
their  future  enterprifes.  His  impeachment,  there- 
fore, was  pufhed  on  with  the  utmofl  vigour ;  and 
after  long  and  folemn  preparations  was  brought  to 
a  final  iiiue. 

Strafford's  Immediately  after  Strafford  was  fequeflered 
from  parliament,  and  confined  in  the  Tower,  a 
committee  of  thirteen  was  chofen  by  the  lower 
houfe,  and  entrufted  with  the  office  of  preparing  a 
charge  againft  him.  Thefe,  joined  to  a  fmall  com- 
mittee of  lords,  were  vefted  with  authority  to  exa- 
mine all  witneffes,  to  call  for  every  paper,  and  to 
ufe  any  means  of  fcrutiny,  with  regard  to  any  part 
of  the  earl's  behaviour  and  conduct  m.  After  fo 
general  and  unbounded  an  inquifition,  exercifed  by 
iuch  powerful  and  implacable  enemies  ;  a  man  muft 
have  been  very  cautious  or  very  innocent,  not  to 
afford,  during  the  whole  cburfe  of  his  life,  fome 
matter  of  accufation  againfl  him. 

This  committee,  by  direction  from  both  houfes, 
took  an  oath  of  fecrefy  ;  a  practice  very  unufual, 
and  which  gave  them  the  appearance  of  confpira- 

n  Clarendon j  vol.  i.  p.  191. 
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tors,  more  than  minifters  of  juflice  n.     But  the  in-  cha  p. 
tention  of  this  ftrictnefs  was,  to  render  it  more  dif-  ^J^^ 
fkult  for  the  earl  to  elude  their  fearch,  or  prepare      l640. 
for  his  juflification. 

Application  was  made  to  the  king,  that  he 
would  allow  this  committee  to  examine  privy-coun- 
fellors  with  regard  to  opinions  delivered  at  the 
board  :  A  conceilion  which  Charles  unwarily  made, 
and  which  thenceforth  banifhed  all  mutual  confi- 
dence from  the  deliberations  of  council ;  where 
every  man  is  fuppofed  to  have  entire  freedom,  with- 
out fear  of  future  punifhment  or  inquiry,  of  pro- 
pofmg  any  expedient,  queftioning  any  opinion,  or 
fupporting  any  argument  °. 

Sir  George  Ratcliffe,  the  earl's  intimate  friend 
and  confident,  was  accufed  of  high  treafon,  fent  for 
from  Ireland,  and  committed  to  clofe  cuftody.  As 
no  charge  ever  appeared  or  was  profecuted  againft 
him,  it  is  impoflible  to-give  a  more  charitable  inter- 
pretation to  this  meafure,  than  that  the  commons 
thereby  intended  to  deprive  Strafford,  in  his  prefent 
diflrefs,  of  the  amflance  of  his  beil  friend,  who  was 
moft  enabled,  by  his  teflimony,  to  juftify  the  inno- 
cence of  his  patron's  conduct  and  behaviour  \ 

When  intelligence  arrived  in  Ireland  of  the  plans 
laid  for  Strafford's  ruin,  the  Irifh  houfe  of  com- 
mons, though  they  had  very  lately  bellowed  ample 
praifes  on  his  adminiflration,  entered  into  all  the 
violent  counfels  againft  him,  and  prepared  a  repre- 
fentation  of  the  miferable  Mate  into  which,  by  his 
mifconducl,  they  fuppofed  the  kingdom  to  be  fallen. 
They  fent  over  a  committee  to  London,  to  aiTifl  in 
the  profecution  of  their  unfortunate  governor  ;  and 
by  intimations  from  this  committee,  who  entered 
into  clofe  confederacy  with  the  popular  leaders  in 
England,    was  every  meafure  of  the  Irifh  parli'a- 

n  Whitlocke,  p.  37.  °  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  193. 
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chap,  merit  governed  and  directed.    Impeachments,  which 
_'      were  never  profecuted,  were  carried  up  againft  fir 

1640.  Richard  Bolton,  the  chancellor,  fir  Gerard  Louther, 
chief  juftice,  and  Bramhall,  bifhop  of  Derry Q. 
This  ftep,  which  was  an  exact  counterpart  to  the 
proceedings  in  England,  ferved  alfo  the  fame  pur- 
pofes  :  It  deprived  the  king  of  the  minifters  whom 
he  mod  trufted  ;  it  difcouraged  and  terrified  all  the 
other  minifters  ;  and  it  prevented  thofe  perfons  who 
were  bed  acquainted  with  Strafford's  counfels  from 
giving  evidence  in  his  favour  before  the  Englilh 
parliament. 

1641.  The  biihops,  being  forbidden  by  the  ancient  ca- 
nons to  affift  in  trials  for  life,  and  being  unwilling 
by  any  oppofition  to  irritate  the  commons,  who 
were  already  much  prejudiced  againft  them,  thought 
proper,  of  themfelves,  to  withdraw r.  The  com- 
mons alfo  voted,  that  the  new-created  peers  ought 
to  have  no  voice  in  this  trial ;  becaufe  the  accufa- 
tion  being  agreed  to  while  they  were  commoners, 
their  content  to  it  was  implied  with  that  of  all  the 
commons  of  England.  Notwithftanding  this  deci- 
fion,  which  was  meant  only  to  deprive  Strafford  of 
fo  many  friends,  lord  Seymour,  and  fome  others, 
flill  continued  to  keep  their  feat ;  nor  was  their 
right  to  it  any  farther  queftioned  s. 

To  beftow  the  greater  folemnity  on  this  import- 
ant trial,  fcaifolds  were  erected  in  Weftminfter-hall ; 
where  both  houfes  fat,  the  one  as  accufers,  the 
other  as  judges.  Befides  the  chair  of  ftate,  a  clofe 
gallery  was  prepared  for  the  king  and  queen,  who 
attended  during  the  whole  trial '. 

An  accufation,  carried  on  by  the  united  effort  of 
three  kingdoms,  againft  one  man,  unprotected  by 
power,  unaffifted  by  counfel,    difcountenanced  by 

1  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  214.  r  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  216. 

s  Idem,  ibid.  c  Whitlocke,  p.  40.    Rufhworth,  vol.  iv. 

p.  41.    May,  p.  90. 

authority, 


CHARLES      I. 


399 


authority,  was  likely  to  prove  a  very  unequal  con-  chap. 
teft :  Yet  fuch  were  the  capacity,  genius,  prefence      LIV- 
of  mind,  dilplayed  by  this  magnanimous  fcatefman,      l64l< 
that  while  argument  and  reafon  and   law  had  any 
place,  he  obtained  an  undifputed  victory.     And  he 
perifhed  at  laft,  overwhelmed  and  (till  unfubdued, 
by  the  open  violence  of  his  fierce  and  unrelenting 
antagonifts. 

The  articles  of  impeachment  againfl  Strafford  Mar. «. 
are  twenty-eight  in  number ;  and  regard  his  con- 
duct, as  president  of  the  council  of  York,  as  de- 
puty or  lieutenant  of  Ireland,  and  as  counfellor  or 
commander  in  England.  But  though  four  months 
were  employed  by  the  managers  in  framing  the  ac- 
cufation,  and  all  Strafford's  anfwers  were  extempo- 
rary ;  it  appears  from  comparifon,  not  only  that  he 
was  free  from  the  crime  of  treafon,  of  which  there 
is  not  the  leaft  appearance,  but  that  his  conduct, 
making  allowance  for  human  infirmities,  expofed 
to  fuch  fevere  fcrutiny,  was  innocent,  and  even 
laudable. 

The  powers  of  the  northern  council,  while  he 
was  prefident,  had  been  extended  by  the  king's  in- 
ftructions  beyond  what  formerly  had  been  pracf  ifed  : 
But  that  court  being  at  firfl  inflituted  by  a  flretch 
of  royal  prerogative,  it  had  been  ufual  for  the  prince 
to  vary  his  instructions ;  and  the  largeft  authority 
committed  to  it  was  altogether  as  legal  as  the  molt 
moderate  and  moft  limited.  Nor  was  it  reafonable 
to  conclude,  that  Strafford  had  ufed  any  art  to 
procure  thofe  extenfive  powers  ;  fince  he  never  once 
fat  as  prefident,  or  exercifed  one  act  of  jurifdiction, 
after  he  was  inverted  with  the  authority  fo  much 
complained  of". 

In  the  government  of  Ireland,  his  adminiftra-' 
tion  had  been  equally  promotive  of  his  matter's  in- 
terests, and  that  of  the  fubjecls  committed  to  his 

u  Ruth  worth,  vol.  iv.  p.  145. 
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CHAP.  care.  A  large  debt  he  had  paid  off:  He  had  left  a 
LIV*  confiderable  fum  in  the  exchequer  :  The  revenue, 
1641.  which  never  before  anfwered  the  charges  of  govern- 
ment, was  now  raifed  to  be  equal  to  them  w.  A 
fmall  {landing  army,  formerly  kept  in  no  order,  was 
augmented,  and  was  governed  by  exact  difcipline  : 
And  a  great  force  was  there  raifed  and  paid,  for  the 
fupport  of  the  king's  authority  againft  the  Scottifh 
covenanters. 

Industry,  and  all  the  arts  of  peace,  were  intro- 
duced among  that  rude  people :  The  fhipping  of 
the  kingdom  augmented  a  hundred  fold  * :  The 
cufloms  tripled  upon  the  fame  rates  >' :  The  exports 
double  in  value  to  the  imports :  Manufactures,  par- 
ticularly that  of  linen,  introduced  and  promoted  z : 
Agriculture,  by  means  of  the  Englilh  and  Scottifh 
plantations,  gradually  advancing  :  The  proteftant 
religion  encouraged,  without  the  perfecution  or 
difcontent  of  the  catholics. 

The  fprings  of  authority  he  had  enforced  without 
overflraining  them.  Difcretionary  acts  of  jurifdic- 
tion,  indeed,  he  had  often  exerted,  by  holding 
courts-martial,  billetting  foldiers,  deciding  caufes 
upon  paper-petitions  before  the  council,  ifluing  pro- 
clamations, and  puniming  their  infraction.  But 
difcretionary  authority,  during  that  age,  was  ufually 
exercifed  even  in  England.  In  Ireland,  it  was  dill 
more  requifite,  among  a  rude  people,  not  yet  tho- 
roughly fubdued,  averfe  to  the  religion  and  maimers 
of  their  conquerors,  ready  on  all  occafions  to  relapfe 
into  rebellion  and  diforder.  While  the  managers 
of  the  commons  demanded  every  moment,  that  the 
deputy's  conduct  mould  be  examined  by  the  line  of 
rigid  law  and  fevere  principles  ;  he  appealed  flill  to 
the  practice  of  all  former  deputies,  and  to  the  un- 
controllable neceffity  of  his  fituation. 

w  Rufhworth,  vol.  iv.  p.  no.  247.    Warwick,  p.  115. 
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So  great  was  his  art  of  managing  elections  and  chap. 
balancing  parties,  that  he  had    engaged  the    Irifh       "jIV'  J 
parliament  to  vote  whatever  was  neceffary,  both  for      ^i. 
the  payment  of  former  debts,  and  for  fupport  of  the 
new-levied  army ;  nor  had  he  ever  been  reduced  to 
the  illegal  expedients  practifed  in  England,  for  the 
fupply  of  public  necefiities.     No  imputation  of  ra- 
pacity could  juflly  lie  againft  his  adminiftration. 
Some  inftances  of  imperious  expreflions,  and  even 
actions,    may  be   met   with.      The    cafe   of  lord 
Mountnorris,  of  all  thofe  which  were  collected  with 
fo  much  induflry,  is  the  moft,  flagrant  and  the  lead 
excufeable. 

It  had  been  reported  at  the  table  of  lord  chan- 
cellor Loftus,  that  Annefley,  one  of  the  deputy's 
attendants,  in  moving  a  ftool,  had  forely  hurt  his 
matter's  foot,  who  was  at  that  time  afflicted  with  the 
gout.  Perhaps,  faid  Mountnorris,  who  was  prefent 
at  table,  it  was  done  in  revenge  of  that  public  affront 
which  my  lord  deputy  formerly  put  upon  him  :  But 

HE  HAS  A  BROTHER,  WHO  WOULD  NOT  HAVE  TAKEN 

such  a  revenge.  This  cafual,  and  feemingly  inno- 
cent, at  leaft  ambiguous,  expreflion,  was  reported 
to  Stratford  ;  who,  on  pretence  that  fuch  a  fug- 
geftion  might  prompt  Annefley  to  avenge  himfelf  in 
another  manner,  ordered  Mountnorris,  who  was  an 
officer,  to  be  tried  by  a  court-martial  for  mutiny  and 
fedition  againft  his  general.  The  court,  which  con- 
iifted  of  the  chief  officers  of  the  army,  found  the 
crime  to  be  capital,  and  condemned  that  nobleman 
to  lofe  his  head a. 

In  vain  did  Strafford  plead,  in  his  own  defence, 
againft  this  article  of  impeachment,  that  the  fentence 
of  Mountnorris  was  the  deed,  and  that  too  unani- 
mous, of  the  court,  not  the  act  of  the  deputy  ;  that 
he  fpake  not  to  a  member  of  the  court,  nor  voted  in 
the  caufe,  but  fat  uncovered  as  a  party,  and  then 

a  Rufh worth,  vol.  iv.  p.  187. 
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CHAP,  immediately  withdrew,  to  leave  them  to  their  free- 
LIV/      dom  ;  that,  fenfible  of  the  iniquity  of  the  fentence, 
1641.      he  procured  his  majefty's  free  pardon  to  Mount- 
norris  ;  and  that  he  did  not  even  keep  that  noble- 
man a  moment  in  fufpenfe  with  regard  to  his  fate, 
but  inflantly  told  him,  that  he  himfelf  would  fooner 
lofe  his  right  hand  than  execute  fuch  a  fentence,  nor 
was  his  lordfliip's  life  in  any  danger.     In  vain  did 
Strafford's  friends  add,  as  a  further  apology,  that 
Mountnorris  was  a  man  of  an  infamous   character, 
who  paid  court,  by  the  lowefl  adulation,  to  all  de- 
puties, while  prefent ;  and  blackened  their  charac- 
ter, by  the  vileft  calumnies,  when  recalled :    And 
that   Strafford,  expecting  like  treatment,  had  ufed 
this  expedient  for  no  other  purpofe  than  to  fubdue 
the  petulant  fpirit  of  the  man.     Thefe  excufes  alle- 
viate the  guilt  ;  but  there  ftill   remains  enough   to 
prove,  that  the  mind  of  the  deputy,  though  great 
and  firm,  had  been  not  a  little  debauched  by  the 
riot  of  abfolute  power  and  uncontrolled  authority. 

When  Strafford  was  called  over  to  England,  he 
found  every  thing  falling  into  fuch  confufion,  by  the 
open  rebellion  of  the  Scots,  and  the  fecret  difcon- 
tents  of  the  Engliih,  that,  if  he  had  counfelled  or 
executed  any  violent  meafure,  he  might  perhaps 
-have  been  able  to  apologize  for  his  conduct,  from 
the  great  law  of  neceffity,  which  admits  not,  while 
the  neceflity  is  extreme,  of  any  fcruple,  ceremony, 
or  delay  b.  But  in  fact,  no  illegal  advice  or  action 
was  proved  againft  him  ;  and  the  whole  amount  of 
his  guilt,  during  this  period,  was  fome  peevifh,  or 
at  mod  imperious,  expreffidns,  which,  amidft  fuch 
defperate  extremities,  and  during  a  bad  ftate  of 
health,  had  unhappily  fallen  from  him. 

If  Strafford's  apology  was,  in  the  main,  fo  fa- 
tisfaclory  when  he  pleaded  to  each  particular  article 
of  the  charge,  his  victory  was  ftill  more  decifive 

b  Ruih worth,  vol.  iv.  p.  5,59. 
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when  he  brought  the  whole  together,  and  repelled  CHAP, 
the  imputation  of  treafon  ;  the  crime  which  the  ] 
commons  would  infer  from  the  full  view  of  his  con-  ^i. 
duel  and  behaviour.  Of  all  fpecies  of  guilt,  the 
law  of  England  had,  with  the  mod  fcrupulous  ex- 
aclnefs,  defined  that  of  treafon ;  becaufe  on  that 
fide  it  was  found  mod:  neceffary  to  protect  the  fub- 
ject  againfl  the  violence  of  the  king  and  of  his  mini- 
fters.  In  the  famous  ftatute  of  Edward  III.  all  the 
kinds  of  treafon  are  enumerated,  and  every  other 
crime,  befides  fuch  as  are  there  exprefsly  mentioned, 
is  carefully  excluded  from  that  appellation.  But 
with  regard  to  this  guilt,  An  endeavour  to  fubv.ett 
the  fundamental  laws,  the  ftatute  of  treafons  is  totally 
filent :  And  arbitrarily  to  introduce  it  into  the  fatal 
catalogue,  is  itfelf  a  fubverfion  of  all  law  •  and, 
under  colour  of  defending  liberty,  reverfes  a  ftatute 
the  beft  calculated  for  the  fecurity  of  liberty  tiiat 
had  ever  been  ena&ed  by  an  Englifh  parlia- 
ment. 

As  this  fpecies  of  treafon,  difcovered  by  the  com- 
mons, is  entirely  new  and  unknown  to  the  laws  ; 
fo  is  the  fpecies  of  proof  by  which  they  pretend  to 
fix  that  guilt  upon  the  prifoner.  They  have  in- 
vented a  kind  of  acewmdative  or  conjiruclive  evi- 
dence, by  which  many  actions,  either  totally  inno- 
cent in  themfelves,  or  criminal  in  a  much  inferior 
degree,  mail,  when  united,  amount  to  treafon,  and 
fubject  the  perfon  to  the  higheft  penalties  inflicled 
by  the  law.  A  hafty  and  unguarded  word,  a  rafh 
and  paftionate  action,  affifted  by  the  malevolent 
fancy  of  the  accufer,  and  tortured  by  doubtful  con- 
structions, is  tranfmuted  into  the  deepeft  guilt ;  and 
the  lives  and  fortunes  of  the  whole  nation,  no  longer 
protected  by  juftice,  are  fubjected  to  arbitrary  will 
and  pleafure. 

"  Where  has  this  fpecies  of  guilt  lain  fo  long 

"  concealed ?"  faid  Strafford  in  conclufion:  "  Where 

"  has  this  fire  been  fo  long  buried,  during  fo  many 

D  d  2  "  centuries, 


464  HISTORY   OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 

chap."  centuries,  tfiat  no  fmcke  fhould  appear  till  it 
,__  _ TZ'_r  "  burft  out  at  once,  to  confume  me  and  my  chil- 
1641.  "  dren  ?  Better  it  were  to  live  under  no  law  at  all, 
"  and,  by  the  maxims  of  cautious  prudence,  to 
"  conform  ci:rfelves,  the  bed  we  can,  to  the  arbi- 
"  trary  will  of  a  mailer  ;  than  fancy  we  have  a  law 
"  on  which  we  can  rely,  and  find  at  laft,  that  this 
'*  law  fhall  inflict  a  punilhment  precedent  to  the 
"  promulgation,  and  try  us  by  maxims  unheard  of 
"  till  the  very  moment  of  the  profecution.  If  I  fail 
"  on  the  Thames,  and  fplit  my  veffel  on  an  anchor  ; 
"  in  cafe  there  be  no  buoy  to  give  warning,  the 
"  party  mall  pay  me  damages  :  But,  if  the  anchor 
"  be  marked  out,  then  is  the  ftriking  on  it  at  my 
tc  own  peril.  Where  is  the  mark  fet  upon  this 
"  crime  ?  Where  the  token  by  which  I  mould  dif- 
"  cover  it  ?  It  has  lain  concealed,  under  water  ; 
"  and  no  human  prudence,  no  human  innocence, 
"  could  fave  me  from  the  deftrucaon  with  which  I 
"  am  at  prefent  threatened. 

"  It  is  now  full  two  hundred  and  forty  years 
"  fince  treafons  were  defined ;  and  fo  long  has  it 
"  been  fince  any  man  was  touched  to  this  extent, 
"  upon  this  crime,  before  myfelf.  We  have  lived, 
"  my  lords,  happily  to  ourfelves  at  home:  We 
"  have  lived  glorioufly  abroad  to  the  world  :  Let 
"  us  be  content  with  what  our  fathers  have  left  us : 
"  Let  not  our  ambition  carry  us  to  be  more  learned 
"  than  they  Were,  in  thefe  killing  and  deftructive 
"  arts.  Great  wifdom  it  will  be  in  your  lordfhips, 
"  and  jufl  providence,  for  vourfelves,  for  your 
"  pofterities,  for  the  whole  kingdom,  to  cafl  from 
"  you,  into  the  fire,  thefe  bloody  and  myflerious 
"  volumes  of  arbitrarv  and  conftru6live  treafons,  as 
"  the  primitive  chriftians  did  their  books  of  cu- 
*'  rious  arts,  and  betake  yburfelves  to  the  plain  let- 
"  ter  of  the  ftatute,  which  tells  you  where  the  crime 
"  is,  and  points  out  to  you  the  path  by  which  you 
"  may  avoid  it. 

"  Let 
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"  Let  us  not,  to  our  own  deftruclion,  awake  c  H  A  P. 
"  thole  fleeping  lions,  by  rattling  up  a  company  of      LIV- 
"  old  records,  which  have  lain  for  fo  many  ages,  by      l641 
"  the  wall,  forgotten  and  neglected.     To  all   my 
"  afflictions,  add  not  this,  my  lords,  the  mod  fe- 
"  vere  of  any ;  that  I,  for  my  other  fins,  not  for 
(i  my  treafons,  be  the  means  of  introducing  a  pre- 
"  cedent  fo  pernicious  to  the  laws  and  liberties  of 
"  my  native  country. 

"  However,  thefe  gentlemen  at  the  bar  fay  they 
<c  fpeak  for  the  commonwealth ;  and  they  believe 
"  fo  :  Yet,  under  favour,  it  is  I  who,  in  this  parti- 
"  cular,  fpeak  for  the  commonwealth.  Precedents, 
"  like  thofe  which  are  endeavoured  to  be  eflablifhed 
"  again  ft  me,  mud  draw  along  fuch  inconveniencies 
"  and  miferies,  that,  in  a  few  years,  the  kingdom 
"  will  be  in  the  condition  exprefied  in  a  llatute  of 
fC  Henry  IV. ;  and  no  man  mall  know  by  what  rule 
"  to  govern  his  words  and  actions. 

"  Impose  not,  my  lords,  difficulties  infurmount- 
fi  able  upon  minifters  of  ilate,  nor  difable  them  from 
s<  ferving  with  cheerfulnefs  their  king  and  country. 
"  If  you  examine  them,  and  under  fuch  fevere  pe- 
"  nalties,  by  every  grain,  by  every  little  weight, 
"  the  fcrutiny  will  be  intolerable.  The  public  af- 
"  fairs  of  the  kingdom  mull  be  left  wafte  ;  and  no 
*c  wife  man,  who  has  any  honour  or  fortune  to  lofe, 
"  will  ever  engage  himfelf  in  fuch  dreadful,  fuch 
"  unknown  perils. 

"  My  lords,  I  have  now  troubled  your  lordmips 
"  a  great  deal  longer  than  I  fhould  have  'done. 
"  Were  it  not  for  the  interefl  of  thefe  pledges, 
"  which  a  faint  in  heaven  left  me,  I  mould  be 
"  loth" — Here  he  pointed  to  his  children,  and 
his  weeping  flopped  him — "  ^Vhat  I  forfeit  for  my- 
"  felf,  it  is  nothing :  But,  I  confefs,  that  my  in- 
"  difcretion  mould  forfeit  for  them,  it  wounds  me 
6i  very  deeply.  You  will  be  pleafed  to  pardon  my 
D  d  3  "  infirmity; 
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CHAP.  "  imirmitv  :     Something  I  ihovJd   have  faid  ;  but 

*  TV  °  rt 

r  v"      "  I  fee  I ■  flia.ll  not  be  able,    and  therefore  1  fliail 
^-    — -'  ,,  i 
1641.         leave  it. 

"  And  now,  my  lords,  I  thank  God,  I  have 
"  been,  by  his  Heffifig,  furEciently  infh-ucled  in 
"  the  extreme  vanity  of  all  temporary  enjoyments, 
"  compared  to  the  importance  of  our  eternal  dura- 
"  tion.  And  fo,  my  lords,  even  fo,  with  all  hu- 
"  milky,  and  with  all  tranquillity  of  mind,  I  iubrnit, 
"  clearly  and  freely,  to  your  judgments :  And 
a  whether  that  righteous  doom  mall  be  to  life 
"  or  death,  I  mail  repofe  myfelf,  full  of  gratitude 
"  and  confidence,  in  the  arms  of  the  great  Au- 
"  thor  of  my  exiftence  °." 

Certainly,  fays  Whitl.ocke  *,  with  his  ufual 
candour,  never  any  men  acted  fach  a  part ',  onfuch  a 
theatre,  with  more  ivifdom,  conjlancy,  and  eloquence, 
ivith  greater  reafon,  judgment,  and  temper,  and 
with  a  belter  grace  in  all  his  words  and  actions, 
than  did  this  great  and  excellent  per/on  ;  and  he 
moved  the  hearts  of  all  his  auditors,  fome  feiv  ex- 
cepted, to  remorfe  and  pity.  It  is  remarkable,  that 
the  historian,  who  exprefies  himfelf  in  thefe  terms, 
was  himfelf  chairman  of  that  committee  which  con- 
dueled  the  impeachment  againft  this  unfortunate 
ftatefman.  The  accufation  and  defence  lafted  eighteen 
days.  The  managers  divided  the  feveral  articles 
among  them,  and  attacked  the  prifoner  with  all 
the  weight  of  authority,  with  all  the  vehemence  of 
rhetoric,  with  all  the  accuracy  of  long  preparation. 
Strafford  was  obliged  to  fpeak  with  dtference  and 
referve  towards  his  moil  inveter;  te  enemies,  the 
commons,  the  Scotttfli  nation,  and  '  the  Irife  par- 
liament. He  took  only  a  very  fhort  time,  on 
each  articb,  to  recollect  himfelf:  Yet  he  alone, 
without  amuance,  mixing  modefly  and  humility 
with  firtnnefs  and  vigour,  made   fuch  a  defence, 

c  Rufh  worth,  vol.  iv.  p.  659,  &c.  d  Page  41.    ' 

that 
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that  the  commons  faw  it  impomble,  by  a  legal  profe-  chap. 
cation,  ever  to  obtain  a  fentence  againfl  him.  LI^' 

But  the  death  of  Strafford  was  too  important  a  ,**i, 
ftroke  of  party  to  be  left  unattempted  by  any  ex- 
pedient, however  extraordinary.  Befides  the  great 
genius  and  authority  of  that  minifter,  he  had  threat- 
ened fome  of  the  popular  leaders  with  an  impeach- 
ment; and,  had  he  not,  himfelf,  been  fuddenly  pre- 
vented by  the  impeachment  of  the  commons,  he 
had,  that  very  day,  it  was  thought,  charged  Pym, 
Hambden,  and  others,  with  trcafon,  for  having 
invited  the  Scots  to  invade  England.  A  bill  of  at- 
tainder was  therefore  brought  into  the  lower  houle 
immediately  after  fmifhing  thefe  pleadings  ;  and 
preparatory  to  it,  a  new  proof  of  the  earl's  guilt 
was  produced,  in  order  to  remove  fuch  fcruples  as 
might  be  entertained  with  regard  to  a  method  of  pro- 
ceeding fo  unufual  and  irregular. 

Sir  Henry  Vane,  fecretary,  had  taken  fome  notes 
of  a  debate  in  council,  after  the  diffolution  of  the 
laft  parliament ;  and  being  at  a  diftance,  he  had 
fent  the  keys  of  his  cabinet,  as  was  pretended,  to 
his  fon,  fir  Henry,  in  order  to  fearch  for  fome 
papers,  which  were  neceffary  for  completing  a  mar- 
riage-fettlement.  Young  Vane,  failing  upon  this 
paper  of  notes,  deemed  the  matter  of  the  utmolt 
importance ;  and  immediately  communicated  it  to 
Pym,  who  now  produced  the  paper  before  the 
houfe  of  commons.  The  queftion  before  the  coun- 
cil was :  Offenfive  or  defenfive  war  ivitb  the  Scots. 
The  king  propofes  this  difficulty,  "  But  how  can 
"  I  undertake  offenfive  war,  if  I  have  no  more 
"  money  ?"  The  anfwer  afcribed  to  Strafford  was 
in  thefe  words  :  "  Borrow  of  the  city  a  hundred 
"  thoufand  pounds  :  Go  on  vigoroufly  to  levy 
*'  fhip-monev.  Your  majefty  having  tried  the  af- 
"  fections  of  your  people,  you  are  abfolved  and 
w  loofe  from  all  rules  of  government,  and  may  do 
D  d  4  "  what 
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chap.  "  what  power  will  admit.  Your  majefly,  having 
^  Llv'  ,  "  tried  ail  ways,  fhall  be  acquitted  before  God  and 
1641.  "  man.  And  you  have  an  |rmy  in  Ireland,  which 
"  you  may  employ  to  reduce  this  kingdom  to  obe- 
"  dience :  For  I  am  confident  the  Scots  cannot 
"  hold  out  five  months."  There  followed  fome 
counfels  of  Laud  and  Cottington,  equally  violent, 
with  regard  to  the  king's  being  abfolved  from  all 
rules  of  government  \ 

This  paper,  with  all  the  circumftances  of  its  dif- 
covery  and  communication,  was  pretended  to  be 
equivalent  to  two  witnefies,  and  to  be  an  unanfwer- 
able  proof  of  thofe  pernicious  counfels  of  Strafford, 
which  tended  to  the  fubveriion  of  the  laws  and  con- 
flitution.  It  was  replied  by  Strafford  and  his  friends, 
That  old  Vane  was  his  moft  inveterate  and  declared 
enemy ;  and  if  the  fecretary  himfelf,  as.,  was  by  far 
mod  probable,  had  willingly  delivered  to  his  fon 
this  paper  of  notes,  to  be  communicated  to  Pym, 
this  implied  fuch  a  breach  of  oaths  and  of  trull  as 
rendered  him  totally  unworthy  of  all  credit :  That 
the  fecretary' s  deposition  was  at  firft  exceedingly 
dubious  :  Upon  two  examinations,  he  could  not 
remember  any  fuch  words  :  Even  the  third  time, 
his  teftimony  was  not  pofitive,  but  imported  only, 
that  Strafford  had  fpoken  fuch  or  fuch-like  words : 
And  words  may  be  very  like  in  found,  and  differ 
much  in  fenfe  ;  nor  ought  the  lives  of  men  to  depend 
upon  grammatical  cfiticiims  of  any  expreflions, 
much  lefs  of  thofe  which  had  been  delivered  by  the 
fpeaker  without  premeditation,  and  committed  by 
the  hearer  for  any  time,  however  fhort,  to  the  un- 
certain record  of  memory.  That,  in  the  prefent 
cafe,  changing  This  kingdom  into  That  kingdom,  a 
very  flight  alteration !  the  earl's  difcourfe  could  re- 
gard nothing  but  Scotland,  and  implies  no  advice 

e  Clarendon,  vol.  i.    p.  223.  229,  230,  &c.     Whitlocke,   p.  41. 
May,  p.  93. 

unworthy 
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unworthy  of  an  Englifh  counfellor.  That  even  re-  c  H  a  p. 
taining  the  expreffion,  This  kingdom,  the  words  may  LI^' 
fairly  be  underftood  of  Scotland,  which  alone  was  && 
the  kingdom  that  the  debate  regarded,  and  which 
alone  had  thrown  off  allegiance,  and  could  be  re- 
duced to  obedience.  That  it  could  be  proved,  as 
well  by  the  evidence  of  all  the  king's  minifters,  as 
by  the  known  difpofition  of  the  forces,  that  the  in- 
tention never  was  to  land  the  Irilh  army  in  England, 
but  in  Scotland.  That  of  fix  other  counfellors  pre- 
fent,  Laud  and  Windebank  could  give  no  evidence; 
Northumberland,  Hamilton,  Cottington,  and  Jux- 
on,  could  recollect,  no  fuch  expreffion ;  and  the 
advice  was  too  remarkable  to  be  eafily  forgotten. 
That  it  was  nowife  probable  fuch  a  defperate  counfel 
would  be  openly  delivered  at  the  board,  and  before 
Northumberland,  a  perfon  of  that  high  rank,  and 
whofe  attachments  to  the  court  were  fo  much  weaker 
than  his  connexions  with  the  country.  That  though 
Northumberland,  and  he  alone,  had  recollected 
fome  fuch  expreffion  as  that  Of  being  abfohed  from 
rules  of  government,  yet,  in  fuch  defperate  extre- 
mities as  thofe  into  which  the  king  and  kingdom 
were  then  fallen,  a  maxim  of  that  nature,  allowing 
it  to  be  delivered  by  Strafford,  may  be  defended 
upon  principles  the  mofl  favourable  to  law  and 
liberty.  And  that  nothing  could  be  more  iniqui- 
tous, than  to  extract  an  accufation  of  treafon  from 
an  opinion  fimply  propofed  at  the  council-table, 
where  all  freedom  of  debate  ought  to  be  permitted, 
and  where  it  was  not  unufual  for  the  members, 
in  order  to  draw  forth  the  fentiments  of  others,  to 
propofe  counfels  very  remote  from  their  own  fecret 
advice  and  judgment f. 

The  evidence  of  fecretary  Vane,  though  expofed  B;.]i  of  at- 
to  fuch  unfurmountable  objections,   was  the   real    am  er' 
caufe  of  Strafford's  unhappy  fate;  and  made  the 
bill  of  attainder  pafs  the  commons  with  no  greater 

i  Ru fh worth,  vol.  iv.  p.  560. 
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CHAP,  oppofition  than  that  of  fifty-nine  diffenting  votes. 
LIV-  But  there  remained  two  other  branches  of  the  legif- 
lature,  the  king  and  the  lords,  whofe  affent  was 
requifite ;  and  thefe,  if  left  to  their  free  judgment, 
it  was  eafily  forefeen,  would  reject  the  bill  without 
fcruple  or  deliberation.  To  overcome  this  difficulty, 
the  popular  leaders  employed  expedients,  for  which 
they  were  beholden  partly  to  their  own  induftry, 
partly  to  the  indifcretion  of  their  adverfaries. 

Next  Sunday  after  the  bill  pafled  the  commons, 
the  puritanical  pulpits  refounded  with  declamations 
concerning  the  neceility  of  executing  juflice  upon 
great  delinquents  ?.  The  populace  took  the  alarm. 
About  fix  thoufand  men  armed  with  fwords  and 
cudgels,  nocked  from  the  city,  and  furrounded  the 
houies  of  parliament h.  The  names  of  the  fifty- 
nine  commoners  who  had  voted  againfl  the  bill  of 
attainder  were  polled  up  under  the  title  of  Strajfordi- 
ans,  and  betrayers  of  their  country.  Thefe  were 
expofed  to  all  the  infults  of  the  ungovernable  multi- 
tude. When  any  of  the  lords  pafled,  the  cry  for 
Jujiice  againfl  Strafford  refounded  in  their  ears  : 
And  fuch  as  were  fufpecTed  of  friendfhip  to  that 
obnoxious  minifler,  were  fure  to  meet  with  me- 
naces, not  unaccompanied  with  fymptoms  of  the 
moft  defperate  refolutions  in  the  furious  populace '. 

Complaints  in  the  houfe  of  commons  being 
made  againfl  thefe  violences  as  the  moft  flagrant 
breach  of  privilege,  the  ruling  members,  by  their 
affected  coolnefs  and  indifference,  fhowed  plainly 
that  the  popular  tumults  were  not  difagreeable  to 
them k.  But  a  new  difcovery  made  about  this  time, 
ferved  to  throw  every  thing  into  flill  greater  flame 
and  combuftion. 

Some  principal  officers,  Piercy,  Jermyn,  O'Neale, 
Goring,  Wilmot,  Pollard,  Afhburnham,  partly  at- 

c  Whitlocke,  p.  43.  h  Idem,  ibid.  5  Clarendon* 

vol.  i.  p.  23a.  256.     Rufh worth,  vol.  v.  p.  348.  1*79. 
k  Whitlocke,  ut  fupra, 
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Inched  to  the  court,  partly  chTgufted  with  the.  par-  CHAP, 
liament,  had  formed  a  plan  of  engaging  into  the  ^/j^ 
king's  fervice  the  Englifh  army,  whom  they  ob-  1641. 
ferved  to  be  difpleared  at  fome  marks  of  preference 
given  by  the  commons  to  the  Scots.  For  this  pur- 
pofe  they  entered  into  an  affociation,  took  an  oath 
of  fecrecy,  and  kept  a  clofe  correfpondence  with 
fome  of  the  king's  fervants.  The  form  of  a  peti- 
tion to  the  king  and  parliament  was  concerted  ;  and 
it  was  intended  to  get  this  petition  fubfcribed  by 
the  army.  The  petitioners  there  reprefent  the  great 
and  unexampled  conceffions  made  by  the  king  for 
the  fecurity  of  public  peace  and  liberty  ;  the  endlefs 
demands  of  certain  infatiable  and  turbulent  fpirits, 
whom  nothing  lefs  will  content  than  a  total  iubver- 
fion  of  the  ancient  conftitution  ;  the  frequent  tu- 
mults which  thefe  factious  malcontents  had  excited, 
and  which  endangered  the  liberty  of  parliament. 
To  prevent  thefe  mifchiefs,  the  army  offered  to 
come  up  and.  guard  that  affembly.  "So  fhall  the 
"  nation,"  as  they  exprefs  themfelves  in  the  con- 
clufion,  "  not  only  be  vindicated  from  preceding 
•"  innovations,  but  be  fecured  from  the  future, 
"  which  are  threatened,  and  which  are  likely  to  pro- 
"  duce  more  dangerous  effects  than  the  former  1." 
The  draught  of  this  petition  being  conveyed  to  the 
king,  he  was  prevailed  on,  fomewhat  imprudently, 
to  counterfign  it  himfelf,  as  a  mark  of  his  appro- 
bation. But,  as  feveral  difficulties  occurred,  the 
project  was  laid  afide  two  months  before  any  public 
difcovery  was  made  of  it. 

It  was  Goring  who  betrayed  the  fecret  to  the  po- 
pular leaders.  The  alarm  may  eafily  be  imagined 
which  this  intelligence  conveyed.  Petitions  from 
the  military  to  the  civil  power  are  always  looked 
on  as  difguifed,  or  rather  undifguifed  commands  ; 
and  are  of  a  nature  widely  different  from  petitions 

1  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  247-    Whitlocke,  p.  43. 
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CHAP,  preferred  by  any  other  rank  of  men.  Pym  opened 
LIV-  the  matter  in  the  houfe™.  On  the  firft  intimation 
1641.  of  a  difcovery,  Piercy  concealed  himfelf,  and  Jer- 
myn  withdrew  beyond  fea.  This  farther  confirmed 
the  fufpicion  of  a  dangerous  confpiracy.  Goring 
delivered  his  evidence  before  the  houfe :  Piercy 
wrote  a  letter  to  his  brother  Northumberland,  con- 
fcflinp-  mod  of  the  particulars n.  Both  their  tefti- 
monies  agree  with  regard  to  the  oath  of  fecrefy  ; 
and  as  this  circuihftance  had  been  denied  by  Pollard, 
Afhburnham,  and  Wilmot,  in  all  their  examina- 
tions, it  was  regarded  as  a  new  proof  of  fome  de- 
fperate  refolutions  which  had  been  taken. 

To  convey  more  quickly  the  terror  and  indigna- 
tion at  thisrplot,  the  commons  voted,  that  a  pro- 
teftation  mould  be  figned  by  all  the  members.  It 
was  fent  up  to  the  lords,  and  figned  by  all  of  them, 
except  Southampton  and  Robarts.  Orders  were 
given  by  the  commons  alone,  without  other  autho- 
rity, that  it  mould  be  fubfcribed  by  the  whole  nation. 
The  proteftation  was  in  itfelf  very  inoffenfive,  even 
mfignificaitt ;  and  contained  nothing  but  general 
declarations,  that  the  fubfcribers  would  defend  their 
religion  and  liberties  °.  But  it  tended  to  increafe 
the  popular  panic,  and  intimated,  what  was  more 
exprefsly  declared  in  the  preamble,  that  thefe 
bleflings  were  now  expofed  to  the  utmoft  peril. 

Alarms  were  every  day  given  of  new  confpira- 
cies'p:  In  Lancafhire,  great  multitudes  of  papifts 
were  affembling  :  Secret  meetings  were  held  by 
them  in  caves  and  under-ground  in  Surrey :  They 
had  entered  into  a  plot  to  blow  up  the  river  with 
gun-powder,  in  order  to  drown  the  city q :  Provi- 
fions  of  arms  were  making  beyond  fea  :  Sometimes 
France,  fometimes  Denmark,  was  forming  defigns 

m  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  240.  n  Idem,  ibid.  p.  255. 

0  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  252.  Rulh.  vol.  v.  p.  241.  Warwick, 
P-  180.  p  Dugdale,  p.  69.    Franklyn,  p  901. 

•J  Sir  Edw.  Walker,  p.  349. 
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againft  the  kingdom :  And  the  populace,  who  are  chap. 
always  terrified  with  prefent,  and  enraged  with  dif-      LIV* 
tant  dangers,  were  dill  farther  animated  in  their  de-      ^7. 
mands  of  juftice  againft  the  unfortunate  Strafford. 

The  king  came  to  the  houfe  of  lords :  And 
though  he  expreffed  his  refolution,  for  which  he 
offered  them  any  fecurity,  never  again  to  employ 
.Strafford  in  any  branch  of  public  bufinefs,  he  pro- 
felled  himfelf  totally  diffatisfied  with  regard  to  the 
circumftance  of  treafon,  and  on  that  account  de- 
clared his  difficulty  in  giving  his  affent  to  the  bill  of 
attainder  \  The  commons  took  fire,  and  voted  it 
a  breach  of  privilege  for  the  king  to  take  notice 
of  any  bill  depending  before  the  houfes.  Charles 
did  not  perceive  that  his  attachment  to  Strafford 
was  the  chief  motive  for  the  bill  ;  and  that  the 
greater  proofs  he  gave  of  anxious  concern  for  this 
minifter,  the  more  inevitable  did  he  render  his  de- 
ft ru&ion. 

About  eighty  peers  had  conftantly  attended 
Strafford's  trial ;  but  fuch  apprehenfions  were  enter- 
tained on  account  of  the  popular  tumults,  that  only 
forty-five  were  prefent  when  the  bill  of  attainder  was 
brought  into  the  houfe.  Yet  of  thefe,  nineteen  had 
the  courage  to  vote  againft  it  \  A  certain  proof, 
that,  if  entire  freedom  had  been  allowed,  the  bill 
had  been  rejected  by  a  great  majority. 

In  carrying  up  the  bill  to  the  lords,  St.  John, 
the  folicitor-general,  advanced  two  topics,  well  fuit- 
ed  to  the  fury  of  the  times ;  that  though  the  tefti- 
mony  againft  Strafford  were  not  clear,  yet,  in  this 
way  of  bill,  private  fatisfaction  to  each  man's  con- 
fcience  was  fufficient,  even  fhould  no  evidence  at  all 
be  produced  ;  and  that  the  earl  had  no  title  to 
plead  law,  becaufe  he  had  broken  the  law.  It  is 
true,  added  he,  we  give  law  to  hares  and  deer  ;  for 
they  are  beafts  of  chafe.   But  it  was  never  accounted 

r  Ruflnvorth,  vol.  v.  p.  239.  s  Whitlocke,  p.  43- 
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chap,  either  cruel  or  unfair  to  deftroy  foxes  or  wolves 
LIV-      wherever  they  can  be  found,  for  they  are  beafts  of 

After  popular  violence  had  prevailed  over  the 
lords,  the  fame  battery  was  next  applied  to  force  the 
king's  affent.  The  populace  flocked  about  White- 
hall, and  accompanied  their  demand  of  juftice  with 
the  loudefl  clamours  and  moft  open  menaces.  Ru- 
mours of  confpiracies  againfl  the  parliament  were 
anew  fpread  abroad :  Invafions  and  infurrections 
talked  of:  And  the  whole  nation  was  raifed  into 
fuch  a  ferment  as  threatened  fome  great  and  immi- 
nent convulfion.  On  whichever  fide  the  king  caft 
his  eves,  he  faw  no  refource  or  fecuritv.  All  his 
fervants,  confulting  their  own  fafety,  rather  than 
their  mailer's  honour,  declined  interpofmg  with 
their  advice  between  him  and  his  parliament.  The 
queen,  terrified  with  the  appearance  of  fo  mighty  a 
danger,  and  bearing  formerly  no  good-will  to  Straf- 
ford, was  in  tears,  and  preifed  him  to  fatisfy  his 
people  in  this  demand,  which,  it  was  hoped,  would 
iinally  content  them.  Juxon  alone,  whofe  courage 
was  not  inferior  to  his  other  virtues,  ventured  to 
advife  him,  if  in  his  confeience  he  did  not  approve 
of  the  bill,  by  no  means  to  affent  to  it u. 

Strafford,  hearing  of  Charles's  irrefolution  and 
anxiety,  took  a  very  extraordinary  ftep  :  He  wrote 
a  letter,  in  which  he  entreated  the  king,  for  the  fake 
of  public  peace,  to  put  an  end  to  his  unfortunate, 
however  innocent,  life,  and  to  quiet  the  tumultuous 
people  by  granting  them  the  requeft  for  which  they 
were  fo  importunate  w.  "  In  this,"  added  he,  "  my 
"  confent  will  more  acquit  you  to  God  than  all  the 
"  world  can  do  befides.  To  a  willing  man  there 
"  is  no  injury.  And  as,  by  God's  grace,  I  forgive 
ie  all  the  world  with  a  calmnefs  and  meeknefs,  of 

1  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  232. 

u  Ibid.  p.  257.     Warwick,  p.  160. 

w  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  258.     Rufh.  vol.  r.  p,  25'. 
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Xi  infinite  contentment  to  my  diflodging  foul ;  fo,  CHAP. 
"  Sir,  to  you  I  can  refign  the  life  of  this  world      *j*v' 
"  with   all    imaginable   cheerfulnefs,    in   the  jufl  K~~~^£^~> 
"  acknowledgment    of   your  exceeding  favours." 
Perhaps  Strafford  hoped  that  this  unufual  inftance 
of  generofity  would  engage  the  king  flill  more  llre- 
nuoufly  to  protect  him :    Perhaps  he  gave  his  life 
for  loft  j  and  finding  himfelf  in  the  hands  of  his 
enemies,  and  obferving  that  Balfour,  the  lieutenant 
of  the  Tower,  was  devoted  to  the  popular  party  %  he 
abfolutely  defpaired  of  ever  efcaping  the  multiplied 
dangers  with  which  he  was   every  way  environed. 
We  might  afcribe  this  ftep  to  a  noble  effort  of  dif- 
intereftednefs,    not    unworthy    the    great  mind  of 
Strafford,  if  the  meafure  which  he  advifed  had  not 
been,  in  the  event,  as  pernicious  to  his  mailer  as  it 
was  immediately  fatal  to  himfelf y. 

AFTERthemofl violent  anxiety  and  doubt, Charles 
at  laft  granted  a  commiffion  to  four  noblemen  to 
give  the  royal  afTent,  in  his  name,  to  the  bill ; 
Flattering  himfelf,  probably,  in  this  extremity  of 
diftrefs,  that,  as  neither  his  will  confented  to  the 
deed,  nor  was-  his  hand  immediately  engaged  in  it, 
he  was  the  more  free  from  all  the  guilt  which  at- 
tended it.  Thefe  commiilioners  he  empowered,  at 
the  fame  time,  to  give  his  afTent  to  the  bill  which 
rendered  the  parliament  perpetual. 

The  commons,  from  policy,  rather  than  necef- 
fity,  had  embraced  the  expedient  of  paying  the  two 
armies  by  borrowing  money  from  the  city;  and  thefe 
loans  they  had  repaid  afterwards  by  taxes  levied 
upon  the  people.  The  citizens,  either  of  themfelves 
or  by  fuggeftion,  began  to  flart  difficulties  with  re- 
gard to  a  farther  loan  which  was  demanded.  We 
make  no  fcruple  of  trufting  the  parliament,  faid 
they,  were  we  certain  that  the  parliament  were  to 
continue  till  our  repayment.     But,  in  the  prefent 

x  Whitlockc,  p.  44.     Franklyn,  p.  896. 
y  See  note  [AA]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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CHAP,  precarious  fituation  of  affairs,  what  fecurity  can  be 
LIV'  ,  given  us  for  our  money  ?  In  pretence  of  obviating 
l64i.  this  objection,  a  bill  was  fuddenly  brought  into  the 
houfe,  and  paffed  with  great  unanimity  and  rapidity, 
that  the  parliament  mould  not  be  diffolved,  pro- 
rogued, or  adjourned,  without  their  own  confent. 
It  was  hurried  in  like  manner  through  the  houfe  of 
peers,  and  was  inftantly  carried  to  the  king  for  his 
affent.  Charles,  in  the  agony  of  grief,  fliame,  and 
remorfe,  for  Strafford's  doom,  perceived  not  that 
this  other  bill  was  of  flill  more  fatal  confequence  to 
his  authority,  and  rendered  the  power  of  his  ene- 
mies perpetual,  as  it  was  already  uncontrollable  z. 
In  comparifon  of  the  bill  of  attainder,  by  which  he 
deemed  himfelf  an  accomplice  in  his  friend's  mur- 
der, this  conceflion  made  no  figure  in  his  eyes  a : 
A  circumftance  which,  if  it  lelfen  bur  idea  of  his 
refolution  or  penetration,  ferves  to  prove  the  inte- 
grity of  his  heart  and  the  goodnefs  of  his  difpofition. 
It  is  indeed  certain,  that  ftrong  compunction  for  his 
confent  to  Strafford's  execution  attended  this  un- 
fortunate prince  during  the  remainder  of  his  life ; 
and  even  at  his  own  fatal  end,  the  memory  of  this 
guilt,  with  great  forrow  and  remorfe,  recurred  upon 
him*  All  men  were  fo  fenfible  of  the  extreme  vio- 
lence which  was  done  him,  that  he  fuffered  the  lefs 
both  in  character  and  interefl  from  this  unhappy 
meafure ;  and  though  he  abandoned  his  beft  friend, 
yet  was  he  flill  able  to  preferve,  in  fome  degree,  the 
attachment  of  all  his  adherents. 

Secretary  Carleton  was  fent  by  the  king  to  in- 
form Strafford  of  the  final  refolution  which  necefTity 
had  extorted  from  him.  The  earl  feemed  furprifed, 
and  flarting  up,  exclaimed,  in  the  words  of  Scrip- 
ture, Put  not  your  trujl  in  princes ,  nor  in  the  fons  of 
men  :  For  in  them  there  is  no  falvation  b.     He  was 

z  Clarendon,  vol.  i.   p.  261,  262.    Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  264' 
*  See  note  [BB]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
•»  Whitlocke,  p.  44. 
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foon  able,  however,  to  colled  his  courage ;  and  he  chap. 
prepared  himfelf  to  fuffer  the  fatal  fentence.     Only   1_T1IY_' 
three  days'  interval  was  allowed  him.     The  king,      1641. 
who  made  a  new  effort  in  his  behalf,  and  fent,  by 
the  hands  of  the  young  prince,  a  letter  addreffed  to 
the  peers,  in  which  he  intreated  them  to  confer  with 
the  commons  about  a  mitigation  of  Strafford's  fen- 
tence, and  begged  at  leaft  for  fome  delay,  was  re- 
fufed  in  both  requefts  c. 

Strafford,  in  paffmg  from  his  apartment  to  Execution 
Tower-hill,  where  the  fcaffold  was  erected,  flopped  ford.tra " 
under  Laud's  windows,  with  whom  he  had  long 
lived  in  intimate  friendfhip  ;  and  intreated  the  affift- 
ance  of  his  prayers,  in  thofe  awful  moments  which 
were  approaching  :  The  aged  primate  diffolved  in 
tears  ;  and  having  pronounced,  with  a  broken  voice, 
a  tender  bleffing  on  his  departing  friend,  funk  into 
the  arms  of  his  attendants d.  Strafford,  ftill  fupe- 
rior  to  his  fate,  moved  on  with  an  elated  counte- 
nance, and  with  an  air  even  of  greater  dignity  than 
what  ufually  attended  him.  He  wanted  that  confo- 
lation  which  commonly  fupports  thofe  who  perifn 
by  the  ftroke  of  injuftice  and  oppreffion :  He  was 
not  buoyed  up  by  glory,  nor  by  the  affectionate 
compaffion  of  the  fpectators.  Yet  his  mind,  erect 
and  undaunted,  found  refources  within  itfelf,  and 
maintained  its  unbroken  refolution,  amidft  the  ter- 
rors of  death,  and  the  triumphant  exultations  of  his 
mifguided  enemies.  His  difcourfe  on  the  fcaffold 
was  full  of  decency  and  courage.  "  He  feared," 
he  faid,  "  that  the  omen  was  bad  for  the  intended 
"  reformation  of  the  ftate,  that  it  commenced  with 
"  the  fhedding  of  innocent  blood."  Having  bid 
a  laft  adieu  to  his  brother  and  friends  who  attended 
him,  and  having  fent  a  bleffing  to  his  nearer  re- 
lations who  were  abfent ;  "  And  now,"  faid  he, 
"  I  have  nigh  done !  One  ftroke  will  make  my  wife  a 

*  Ruih.  vol.  v.  p.  a6j.  a  Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  198. 
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widow,  my  dear  children  fatherlefs,  deprive  my 
poor  fervants  of  their  indulgent  mailer,  and  fepa- 
764i7"*  "  rate  me  from  my  affectionate  brother  and  all  my 
"  friends !  But  let  God  be  to  vou  and  them  all  in 
"  all !"  Going  to  difrobe,  and  prepare  himfelf  for 
the  block,  "  I  thank  God,"  faid  he,  "  that  I  am 
"  nowife  afraid  of  death,  nor  am  daunted  with  any 
"  terrors  ;  but  do  as  cheerfully  lay  down  my  head  at 
"  this  time,  as  ever  I  did  when  going  to  repofe  1" 
With  one  blow  was  a  period  put  to  his  life  by  the 
executioner  e. 

Thus  periihed,  in  the  49th  year  of  his  age,  the 
earl  of  Strafford,  one  of  the  molt  eminent  perfon- 
ages  that  has  appeared  in  England.  Though  his 
death  was  loudly  demanded  as  a  fatisfaclion  to  juf- 
tice,  and  an  atonement  for  the  many  violations  of 
the  conftitution ;  it  may  fafely  be  affirmed,  that 
the  fentence  by  which  he  fell  was  an  enormity 
greater  than  the  won't  of  thofe  which  his  implacable 
enemies  profecuted  with  fo  much  cruel  induftry. 
The  people  in  their  rage  had  totally  miftaken  the 
proper  object  of  their  refentment.  All  the  neceffi- 
ties,  or,  more  properly  fpeaking,  the  difficulties  by 
which  the  king  had  been  induced  to  ufe  violent 
expedients  for  raifing  fupply,  were  the  refult  of 
meafures  previous  to  Strafford's  favour  ;  and  if  they 
arofe  from  ill  conduct,  he  at  leaft  was  intirely  inno- 
cent. Even  thofe  violent  expedients  themfelves, 
which  occafioned  the  complaint  that  the  conftitution 
was  fubverted,  had  been,  all  of  them,  conducted,  fo 
far  as  appeared,  without  his  counfel  or  affiftance. 
And  whatever  his  private  advice  might  be f,  this 
falutary  maxim  he  failed  not,  often  and  publicly, 
to  inculcate  in  the  king's  prefence,  that,  if  any  in- 
evitable neceffity  ever  obliged  the  fovereign  to  vio- 

*  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  267. 

f  That  Strafford  was  fecretly  no  enemy  to  arbitrary  counfels,  ap- 
pears from  fome  of  his  letters  and  difpatches,  particularly  vol.  ii. 
p.  60.  where  he  feems  to  wifh  that  a  funding  army  were  eftabliflied. 
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late  the  laws,  this  licence  ought  to  be  pracHfed  with  C  H  A  P. 
extreme  referve,   and,  as   ibon   as   poilible,   a  juft:  |    L^ 
atonement  be  made  to  the  constitution,  for  any  in-      j64i, 
jury  which  it   might  fuftain  from  fuch  dangerous 
precedents B.     The  firfl  parliament  after  the  reftor- 
ation  reverfed  the  bill  of  attainder  ;  and  even  a  few 
weeks  after  Strafford's  execution,  this  very  parlia- 
ment remitted  to  his  children  the  more  fevere  con- 
fequences  of  his  fentence  :    As  if  confciousof  the 
violence  with  which  the  profecution  had  been  con- 
dueled. 

In  vain  did  Charles  expect,  as  a  return  for  fo 
many  inftances  of  unbounded  compliance,  that  the 
parliament  would  at  laft  (how  him  fome  indulgence, 
and  would  cordially  fall  into  that  unanimity,  to 
which,  at  the  expence  of  his  own  power,  and  of 
his  friend's  life,  he  fo  earneftly  courted  them.  All 
his  conceflions  were  poifoned  bv  their  fufpicion  of 
his  want  of  cordiality ;  and  the  fuppofed  attempt 
to  engage  the  army  againfl:  them  ferved  with  manv 
as  a  confirmation  of  this  jealoufy.  It  was  natural 
for  the  king  to  feek  fome  refource,  while  all  the 
world  feemed  to  defert  him,  or  combine  againft 
him  ;  and  this  probably  was  the  utmofl  of  that  em- 
bryo-fcheme  which  was  formed  with  regard  to  the 
army.  But  the  popular  leaders  (till  infifted,  that  a 
defperate  plot  was  laid  to  bring  up  the  forces  imme- 
diately, and  offer  violence  to  the  parliament :  A 
defign  of  which  Piercy's  evidence  acquits  the  king, 
and  which  the  near  neighbourhood  of  the  Scottifh 
army    feems    to    render  abfolutely  impracticable h. 

8  Rufhworth,  vol.  iv.  p.  567,  563,  569,  570. 

h  The  project  of  bringing  up  the  army  to  London,  according  to 
Piercy,  was  propofed  to  the  king ;  but  he  rejected  it  as  foolifh  :  Be- 
caufe  the  Scots,  who  were  in  anns;and  lying  in  their  neighbourhood, 
niuft  be  at  London  as  foon  as  the  Engiiih  army.  This  reafon  is  fa 
folid  and  convincing,  that  it  leaves  no  room  to  doubt  of  the  veracity 
of  Piercys  evidence  ;  and  confequently  acquits  the  king  of  this  ter- 
rible plot  of  bringing  up  the  army,  \v'.:c':  made  fuch  a  noife  at  the 
time,  and  was  a  pretence  for  fo  many  violences'. 

E  e  2  By 


42o  HISTORY   OF   GREAT   BRITAIN. 

c  **  ^. ?-  By  means,  however,  of  thefe  fufpicions,  was  the 
y_  -y-,_j  fame  implacable  fpirit  flill  kept  alive  ;  and  the 
1641.  commons,  without  giving  the  king  any  fatisfaction 
in  the  fettlement  of  his  revenue,  proceeded  to  carry 
their  inroads  with  great  vigour  into  his  now  de- 
fencelefs  prerogative  \ 
High  com-  The  two  ruling  paflions  of  this  parliament  were, 
and  (far-  zeal  for  liberty,  and  an  averfion  to  the  church; 
chamber  and  to  both  of  thefe  nothing  could  appear  more 
a  ° '  e  *  exceptionable  than  the  court  of  high  commiflion, 
whofe  inftitution  rendered  it  entirely  arbitrary,  and 
affigned  to  it  the  defence  of  the  ecclefiaflical  efta- 
blifhment.  The  (tar-chamber  alfo  was  a  court 
which  exerted  high  difcretionary  powers ;  and  had 
no  precife  rule  or  limit,  either  with  regard  to  the 
caufes  which  came  under  its  jurisdiction,  or  the  de- 
cifions  which  it  formed.  A  bill  unanimoufly  paflfed 
the  houfes  to  abciifh  thefe  two  courts  ;  and  in  them, 
to  annihilate  the  principal  and  mod  dangerous  arti- 
cles of  the  king's  prerogative.  By  the  fame  bill, 
the  jurifdi&ion  of  the  council  was  regulated,  and 
its  authority  abridged k.  Charles  hefitated  befpre 
he  gave  his  aiTent.  But  finding  that  he  had  gone 
too  far  to  retreat,  and  that  he  pofleffed  no  refource 
in  cafe  of  a  rupture,  he  at  laft  affixed  the  royal 
fanction  to  this  excellent  bill.  But  to  fhow  the  par- 
liament that  he  was  fufficiently  apprifed  of  the  im- 
portance of  his  grant,  he  obferved  to  them,  that 
this  flatute  altered  in  a  great  meafure  the  funda- 
mental laws,  ecclefiaflical  and  civil,  which  many 
of  his  predeceffors  had  eftablifhed  '. 

By  removing  the  ftar-chamber,  the  king's  power 
of  binding  the  people  by  his  proclamations  was 
indirectly  abolifhed  ;  and  that  important  branch  of 
prerogative,  the  ftrong  fymbol  of  arbitrary  power, 

i  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  266.  k  Idem,  ibid.  p.  283,284. 

Whitlocke,  p.  47.     Ruihworth,  vol.  iii.  p.  1383,  1384. 
1  Rufli worth,  vol.  v.  p.  307. 
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CHAP. 
LIV. 


and  unintelligible  in  a  limited  constitution,  being 
at  laft  removed,  left  the  fyftem  of  government 
more  confident  and  uniform.  The  ftar-chamber  1641. 
alone  was  accuflomed  to  punifh  infractions  of  the 
king's  edicts  :  But  as  no  courts  of  judicature  now 
remained,  except  thofe  in  Weftminfter-hall,  which 
take  cognizance  only  of  common  and  ftatute  lav/, 
the  king  may  thenceforth  ilfue  proclamations,  but 
no  man  is  bound  to  obey  them.  It  muit,  however, 
be  confeffed,  that  the  experiment  here  made  by  the 
parliament,  was  not  a  little  rafh  and  adventurous. 
No  government  at  that  time  appeared  in  the  world, 
nor  is  perhaps  to  be  found  in  the  records  of  any 
hiftory,  which  fubfifted  without  the  mixture  of  fonie 
arbitrary  authority,  committed  to  fome  magiflrate ; 
and  it  might  reasonably,  before-hand,  appear  doubt- 
ful, whether  human  fociety  could  ever  reach  that 
ftate  of  perfection,  as  to  fupport  itfelf  with  no  other 
control  than  the  general  and  rigid  maxims  of  law 
and  equity.  But  the  parliament  juftiy  thought, 
that  the  king  was  too  eminent  a  magiflrate  to  be 
trufled  with  difcretionary  power,  which  he  might 
fo  eafily  turn  to  the  destruction  of  liberty.  And  in 
the  event  it  has  hitherto  been  found,  that,  though 
fome  fenfible  inconveniences  arife  from  the  maxim 
of  adhering  flrictly  to  law,  yet  the  advantages  over- 
balance them,  and  mould  render  the  Engliih  grate- 
ful to  the  memory  of  their  anceftors,  who,  after 
repeated  contefcs,  at  lad  eftablifhed  that  noble 
though  dangerous  principle. 

At  the  requefl  of  the  parliament,  Charles,  in- 
ftead  of  the  patents  during  pleafure,  gave  all  the 
judges  patents  during  their  good  behaviour"1:  A 
circumftance  of  the  greateft  moment  towards  fecur- 
ing  their  independency,  and  barring  the  entrance  of 
arbitrary  power  into  the  ordinary  courts  of  judi- 
cature. 

m  May,  p.  107. 
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c  ** £■ p-  The  marfhal's  court,  which  took  cognizance  of 
L  .  _'__p  ofFenfive  words,  and  was  not  thought  fufficiently 
1641.  limited  by  law,  was  alfo,  for  that  rea'on,  abolished  n. 
The  ftannary  courts,  which  exercifed  jurifdiction 
over  the  miners,  being  liable  to  a  like  objection, 
underwent  a  like  fate.  The  abolition  of  the  council 
of  the  north  and  the  council  of  Wales  followed 
from  the  fame  principles.  The  authority  of  the 
clerk  of  the  market  5  who  had  a  general  infpeclion 
over  the  weights  and  meafures  throughout  the  king- 
dom, was  transferred  to  the  mayors,  fheriifs,  and 
ordinary  magistrates. 

In  fhort,  if  we  take  a  furvey  of  the  tranfactions 
of  this  memorable  parliament,  during  the  firft  pe- 
riod of  its  operations,  we  mail  find  that,  excepting 
Strafford's  attainder,  which  was  a  complication  of 
cruel  iniquity,  their  merits  in  other  refpeccs  fo 
much  outweigh  their  miftakes,  as  to  entitle  them  to 
praife  from  all  lovers  of  liberty.  Not  only  were 
former  abufes  remedied,  and  grievances  redreffed  : 
Great  provifion,  for  the  future,  was  made  by  law 
againft  the  return  of  like  complaints.  And  if  the 
means,  by  which  they  obtained  fuch  advantages, 
favour  often  of  artifice,  fometimes  of  violence;  it 
is  to  be  confidered,  that  revolutions  of  government 
cannot  be  effected  by  the  mere  forcce  of  argument 
and  reafoning :  And  that  factions  being  once  excited, . 
men  can  neither  fo  firmly  regulate  the  tempers  of 
others,  nor  their  own,  as  to  enfure  themfelves 
againit  all  exorbitances. 

The  parliament  now  came  to  a  paufe.  The  king 
had  promifed  his  Scottilh  Subjects,  that  he  would 
this  fummer  pay  them  a  vifit,  in  order  to  fettle  their 
government ;  and  though  the  Englifh  parliament  was 
very  importunate  with  him,  that  he  mould  lay  afide 
that  journey;  they  could  not  prevail  with  him  fo 

n  Nalfon,  vol,  i.  p.  778. 
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much  as  to  delay  it.     As  he  mud  neceffarily  in  his  CHAP- 
journey  have  palled  through  the  troops  of  both  na-      LIV> 
tions,  the  commons  feem  to  have  entertained  great      l64I# 
jealoufy  on  that  account,  and  to  have  now  hurried  A'.1^,8- 
on,  as  much  as  they  formerly  delayed,  the  difband-  jou^eyto 
ing  of  the  armies.      The  arrears  therefore  of  the  Scotland. 
Scots  were  fully  paid  them  ;   and  thofe  of  the  Eng- 
lifh  in  part.      The  Scots  returned  home,  and  the 
Englifh  were  feparated  into  their  feveral  counties, 
and  difmiffed. 

After  this  the  parliament  adjourned  to  the  20th  9th  Sept. 
of  October ;  and  a  committee  of  both  houfes,  a 
thing  unprecedented,  was  appointed  to  fit  during  the 
recefs,  with  very  ample  powers  °.  Pym  was  elected 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  the  lower  houfe. 
Farther  attempts  were  made  by  the  parliament, while 
it  fat,  and  even  by  the  commons  alone,  for  afluming 
fovereign  executive  powers,  and  publishing  their 
ordinances,  as  they  called  them,  inftead  or  laws. 
The  committee  too,  on  their  part,  was  ready  to  imi- 
tate the  example. 

A  small  committee  of  both  houfes  was  ap- 
pointed to  attend  the  king  into  Scotland,  in  order, 
as  was  pretended,  to  fee  that  the  articles  of  paci- 
fication were  executed;  but  really  to  be  fpies  upon 
him,  and  extend  flill  farther  the  ideas  of  parlia- 
mentary authority,  as  well  as  eclipfe  the  majefty  of 
the  king.  The  earl  of  Bedford,  lord  Howard,  fir 
Philip  Stapleton,  fir  William  Armyne,  Fiennes,  and 
Hambden,  were  the  perfons  chofen  p. 

Endeavours  were  ufed,  before  Charles's  de- 
parture, to  have  a  protector  of  the  kingdom  ap- 
pointed, with  a  power  to  pafs  laws  without  having 
recourfe  to  the  king.  So  little  regard  was  now  paid 
to  royal  authority,  or  to  the  eftablifhed  conftitution 
of  the  kingdom. 

0  Rufhwortb,  vol.  v.  p.  387.  P  Ibid.  p.  376. 
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chap.  Amidst  the  great  variety  of  affairs  which  oc- 
_  '  curred  during  this  bufy  period,  we  have  almoft 
1641.  overlooked  the  marriage  of  the  princefs  Mary  with 
William  prince  of  Orange.  The  king  concluded 
not  this  alliance  without  communicating  his  inten- 
tions to  the  parliament,  who  received  the  propofal 
with  fatisfaclion  q.  This  was  the  commencement 
of  the  connections  with  the  family  of  Orange :  Con- 
nections, which  were  afterwards  attended  with  the 
moil  important  confequences,  both  to  the  kingdom 
and  to  the  houfe  of  Stuart. 

1  Whitlocke,   p.  ;8, 
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CHAP.     LV. 

Settlement  of  Scotland Con/piracy  in  Ireland 

Infurreclion  and  majfacre Meeting  of  the  Eng- 

lifh  ■parliament The   remonflrance Reafons 

on  both  fides Impeachment   of  the  bijhops 

Accufation  of  the  five  members Tumults 

King  leaves  London Arrives  in  York- Pre- 
parations for  civil  war, 

THE  Scots,  who  began  thefe  fatal  commotions,  CHAP. 
thought  that  they  had  finifhed  a  very  perilous  LV- 
undertaking,  much  to  their  profit  and  reputation.  *"" ^7 
Befides  the  large  pay  voted  them  for  lying  in  good 
quarters  during  a  twelvemonth,  the  Englifh  parlia- 
ment had  conferred  on  them  a  prefent  of  300,000 
pounds  for  their  brotherly  afTrftance  r.  In  the  ar- 
ticles of  pacification,  they  were  declared  to  have 
ever  been  good  fubjecls  ;  and  their  military  expe- 
ditions were  approved  of,  as  enterprifes  calculated 
and  intended  for  his  majefly's  honour  and  advantage. 
To  carry  farther  the  triumph  over  their  fovereign, 
thefe  terms,  fo  ignominious  to  him,  were  ordered, 
by  a  vote  of  parliament,  to  be  read  in  all  churches, 
upon  a  day  of  thankfgiving,  appointed  for  the 
national  pacification s :  All  their  claims  for  the 
reflriclion  of  prerogative  were  agreed  to  be  ratified: 
And  what  they  more  valued  than  all  thefe  advant- 
ages ;  they  had  a  near  profpecl  of  fpreading  the 
prefbyterian  difcipline  in  England  and  Ireland, 
from  the  feeds,  which  they  had  fcattered,  of  their 
religious  principles.     Never  did  refined  Athens  fo 

r  Nalfon,  vol.  i.  p.  747.    May,  p.  104.  s  Rufhworth, 

ypl.  v.  p.  3^5.    Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  393. 
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exult  in  difrlmng  the  fciences  and  liberal  arts  over  a 
favage  world;  never  did  generous   Rome  fo  pleafe 
76^7!      herfelf  in  the  view  of  law  and  order  eflablifhed  by 
her  victorious  arms  ;  as  the  Scots  now  rejoiced,  in 
coram   nic;  tine  their  barbarous  zeal  and  theological 
fervour  to  the  neighbouring  nations. 
Au?.  T4.         ChaPvLes,  deipoiled  in  England  of  a  confiderable 
Settle-       part  0f  j-jjs  authority,  and  dreading  {till  farther  en- 
Scotland,    crcachinents   upon  him,  arrived  in  Scotland,  with 
an  intention  of  abdicating  almoft  entirely  the  fmall 
fhare  of  power  which  there  remained  to  him,  and  of 
giving  full  fatisfaction,    if  poffible,  to  his  refllefs 
iubjecls  in  that  kingdom. 

The  lords  of  articles  were  an  ancient  inftitution 
in  the  Scottilh  parliament.  They  were  constituted 
after  this  manner.  The  temporal  lords  chofe  eight 
biihops  :  The  bifhops  elected  eight  temporal  lords: 
Thcie  iixteen  named  eight  commiilioners  of  counties, 
and  eight  burgeiTes  :  And  without  the  previous  con- 
fent  of  the  thirty-two,  who  were  denominated  lords 
of  articles,  no  motion  could  be  made  in  parliament. 
As  the  bifhops  were  entirely  devoted  to  the  court, 
it  is  evident  that  all  the  lords  of  articles,  by  necef- 
fary  confequence,  depended  on  the  king's  nomina- 
tion ;  and  the  prince,  befides  one  negative  after  the 
bills  had  palled  through  parliament,  poffeffed  indi- 
rectly another  before  their  introduction;  a  preroga- 
tive of  much  greater  confequence  than  the  former. 
The  bench  of  bifhops  being  now  abolifhed,  the  par- 
liament laid  hold  of  the  opportunity,  and  totally  fet 
afide  the  lords  of  articles :  And  tiil  this  important 
point  was  obtained,  the  nation,  properly  fpeaking, 
could  not  be  faid  to  enjoy  any  regular  freedom  l. 

It  is  remarkable  that,  notwithstanding  this  in- 
ftitution, to  which  there  was  no  parallel  in  England, 
the  royal  authority  was  always  deemed  much  lower 
in  Scotland  than  in  the  former  kingdom.     Bacon 

c  Burnet,  Men. 
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reprefents  it  as  one  advantage  to  be  expected  from  c  **  A  p. 
the  union,    that  the  too  extenfive    prerogative   of  ■_-  -  _j 
England  would  be    abridged   by  the  example  of      1641. 
Scotland,  and  the  too  narrow  prerogative  of  Scot- 
land be  enlarged  from  the  imitation  of  England. 
The  Englifh  were,  at  that  time,  a  civilized  people, 
and   obedient   to   the  laws  :    But  among  the  Scots, 
it  was   of  little    confequence   how  the    laws   were 
framed,  or  by  whom  voted,  while  "the  exorbitant 
ariflocracy  had  it  fo  much  in  their  power  to  prevent 
their  regular  execution. 

The  peers  and  commons  formed  only  one  houfe 
in  the  Scottish  parliament :  And  as  it  had  been  the 
practice  of  James,  continued  by  Charles,  to  grace 
Englilh  gentlemen  with  Scottifh  titles,  all  the'  de- 
terminations of  parliament,  it  was  to  be  feared, 
would  in  time  depend  upon .  the  prince,  by  means 
of  thefe  votes  of  foreigners,  who  had  no  interefl  or 
property  in  the  nation.  It  was  therefore  a  law  de- 
ferring approbation,  that  no  man  mould  be  created 
a  Scotch  peer,  who  pofTened  not  10,000  marks 
(above  500  pounds)  of  annual  rent  in  the  king- 
dom u. 

A  law  for  triennial  parliaments  was  likewife 
pafled ;  and  it  was  ordained,  that  the  laft  act  of 
every  parliament  mould  be  to  appoint  the  time  and 
place  for  holding  the  parliament  next  enfuing  w. 

The  king  was  deprived  of  that  power,  formerly 
exercifed,  of  irTuing  proclamations,  which  enjoined 
obedience,  under  the  penalty  of  treafon :  A  prero- 
gative which  inverted  him  with  the  whole  legifla- 
tive  authority,  even  in  matters  of  the  higheft  im- 
portance x. 

So  far  was  laudable :  But  the  moil  fatal  blow 
given  to  royal  authority,  and  what  in  a  manner  de- 
throned the  prince,  was  the  article,  that  no  member 
cf  the  privy  council,  in  whofe  hands,  during  the 

J  Burnet,  Mem.  y  Idem,  ibid.  x  Idem,  ibid. 
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C  h  a  P.  king's  abfence,  the  whole  adminiftration  lay,  no 
L^"  officer  ofltate,  none  of  the  judges,  mould  be  appoint- 
,64I.  ed  but  by  advice  and  approbation  of  parliament. 
Charles  even  agreed  to  deprive  of  their  feats,  four 
judges  who  had  adhered  to  his  interefts ;  and  their 
place  was  fupplied  by  others  more  agreeable  to  the 
ruling  party.  Several  of  the  covenanters  were  alfo 
fworn  of  the  privy  council.  And  all  the  minifters 
of  Hate,  counfellors,  and  judges,  were,  by  law,  to 
hold  their  places  during  life  or  good  behaviour y. 

The  king,  while  in  Scotland,  conformed  himfelf 
entirely  to  the  eftablifhed  church  ;  and  affifled  with 
great  gravity,  at  the  long  prayers  and  longer  fer- 
mons  with  which  the  prefbyterians  endeavoured  to 
regale  him.  He  bellowed  penfions  and  preferments 
on  Henderfon,  Gillefpy,  and  other  popular  preach- 
ers ;  and  praclifed  every  art  to  foften,  if  not  to 
gain,  his  greateft  enemies.  The  earl  of  Argyle 
was  created  a  marquis,  lord  Loudon  an  earl,  Lefley 
was  dignified  with  the  title  of  earl  of  Leven  z.  His 
friends,  he  was  obliged,  for  the  prefent,  to  neglect 
and  overlook  :  Some  of  them  were  difgufted  :  And 
his  enemies  were  not  reconciled ;  but  afcribed  all 
his  careffesand  favours  to  artifice  and  neceffity. 

Argyle  and  Hamilton,  being  feized  with  an  ap- 
prehenfion,  real  or  pretended,  that  the  earl  of  Craw- 
furd  ^and  others  meant  to  afTafTmate  them,  left  the 
parliament  fuddenly,  and  retired  into  the  country  : 
But  upon  invitation  and  affurances,  returned  in  a 
few  days.  This  event,  which  had  neither  caufe  nor 
effect  that  was  vifible,  nor  purpofe,  nor  confequence, 
was  commonly  denominated  the  incident.  But 
though  the  incident  had  no  effect  in  Scotland  ; 
what  was  not  expected,  it  was  attended  with  confe- 
quences  in  England.  The  Englifh  parliament, 
which  was  now  affembled,  being  willing  to  awaken 

oa.  ao.     the  people's  tendernefs  by  exciting  their  fears,  im« 

1  Burnet,  Mem.  z  Clarendon,    vol,  ii.  p.  309. 
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mediately  took  the  alarm ;  as  if  the  malignants,  fo  c  11  a  p. 
they  called  the  king's  party,  had  laid  a  plot  at  once       LV- 
to  murder  them  and  all  the  godly  in  both  king-  1_  l6'4~^ J 
doms.      They  applied,  therefore,  to  Effex,  whom 
the  king  had  left  general  in  the  fouth  of  England  j 
and  he  ordered  a  guard  to  attend  them a. 

But  while  the  king  was  employed  in  pacifying 
the  commotions  in  Scotland,  and  was  preparing  to 
return  to  England,  in  order  to  apply  himfelf  to  the 
fame  falutary  work  in  that  kingdom ;  he  received 
intelligence  of  a  dangerous  rebellion  broken  out  in 
Ireland,  with  circumstances  of  the  utmoft  horror, 
bloodmed,  and  devaluation.  On  every  fide  this  un- 
fortunate prince  was  purfued  with  murmurs,  dis- 
content, faction,  and  civil  wars ;  and  the  fire  rrom 
all  quarters,  even  by  the  moil  independent  accidents, 
at  once  blazed  up  about  him. 

The  great  plan  of  James,  in  the  adminiflration 
of  Ireland,  continued  by  Charles,  was,  by  juftice 
and  peace,  to  reconcile  that  turbulent  people  to  the 
authority  of  laws,  and  introducing  art  and  induftry 
among  them,  to  cure  them  of  that  floth  and  bar- 
barifm  to  which  they  had  ever  been  fubjeci:.  In 
order  to  ferve  both  thefe  purpofes,  and  at  the  fame 
time  fecure  the  dominion  of  Ireland  to  the  Englifh 
crown,  great  colonies  of  Britifh  had  been  carried 
over,  and,  being  intermixed  with  the  Iriih,  had 
every  where  introduced  a  new  face  of  things  into 
that  country.  During  a  peace  of  near  forty  years, 
the  inveterate  qu?JTels  between  the  nations  feemed, 
in  a  great  meafure,  to  be  obliterated ;  and  though 
much  of  the  landed  property,  forfeited  by  rebellion, 
had  been  conferred  on  the  new  planters,  a  more  than 
equal  return  had  been  made  by  their  inltrucling  the 
natives  in  tillage,  building,  manufactures,  and  all  the 
civilized  arts  of  life  b.     This  had  been  the  courfe  of 

a  Whitlocke,  p.  40.     Dugdale,  p   iz.     Burnet's  Memoirs  of  the 
Houfe  of  Hamilton,  p.  184,  185.    Clarendon,  p.  399. 
fc  Sir  John  Temple's  Iriih  Rebellion >  p.  iz. 
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CHAP,  things  during  the  fucceffive  adminiflrations  of  Cfcu- 
LY*  chefter,  Grandifon,  Falkland,  and,  above  all,  of 
1641.  Strafford.  Under  the  government  of  this  latter  no- 
bleman, the  pacific  plans,  now  come  to  greater  ma- 
turity, aird  forwarded  by  his  vigour  and  induftry, 
feemed  to  have  operated  with  full  fuccefs,  and  to 
have  beflowed,  at  laft,  on  that  favage  country,  the 
face  of  a  European  fettlement. 

After  Strafford  fell  a  viclim  to  popular  rage, 
the  humours  excited  in  Ireland  by  that  great  event, 
could  not  fuddenly  be  compofed,  but  continued 
to  produce  the  greateft  innovations  in  the  govern- 
ment. 

The  Britiffi  proteftants,  tranfplanted  into  Ireland, 
having  every  moment  before  their  eyes  all  the 
horrors  of  popery,  had  naturally  been  carried  into 
the  oppofite  extreme,  and  had  univerfally  adopted 
the  highefl  principles  and  practices  of  the  puritans. 
Monarchy,  as  well  as  the  hierarchy,  was  become 
odious  to  them  ;  and  every  method  of  limiting  the 
authority  of  the  crown,  and  detaching  themfelves 
from  the  king  of  England,  was  greedily  adopted 
and  purfued.  They  confidered  not,  that  as  they 
fcarcely  formed  the  fixth  part  of  the  people,  and 
were  fecretly  obnoxious  to  the  ancient  inhabitants, 
their  only  method  of  fupporting  themfelves  was  by 
maintaining  royal  authority,  and  preferving  a  great 
dependence  on  their  mother-country.  The  Englifh 
commons,  likewife,  in  their  furious  profecution  of 
Strafford,  had  overlooked  the  mod  obvious  confe- 
quences  ;  and  while  they  imputed  to  him,  as  a 
crime,  every  difcretionary  act  of  authority,  they 
defpoiled  all  fucceeding  governors  of  that  power, 
by  which  alone  the  Irifh  could  be  retained  in  fub- 
jeclion.  And  fo  ftrong  was  the  current  for  po- 
pular government,  in  all  the  three  kingdoms,  that 
the  moft  eftabliified  maxims  of  policy  were  every 
where  abandoned,  in  order  to  gratify  this  ruling 
paflion. 

Charles, 
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Charles,  unable  to  refift,  had  been  obliged  to 
yield  to  the  Irifh,  as  to  the  Scottifh  and  Englifh 
parliaments ;  and  found  too,  that  their  encroach-  '""T^TT 
ments  flill  rofe  in  proportion  to  his  conceffions. 
Thofe  fubfidies,  which  themfelves  had  voted,  they 
reduced,  by  a  fubfequent  vote,  to  a  fourth  part  : 
The  court  of  high  commiffion  was  determined  to 
be  a  grievance  :  Martial  law  abolifhed  :  The  juris- 
diction of  the  council  annihilated :  Proclamations 
and  acts  of  ftate  declared  of  no  authority  :  Every 
order  or  inilitution,  which  depended  on  monarchv, 
was  invaded ;  and  the  prince  was  defpoiled  of  all 
his  prerogative,  without  the  lean:  pretext  of  any 
violence  or  illegality  in  his  administration. 

The  (landing  army  of  Ireland  was  "ufually  about 
3000  men ;  but  in  order  to  afliir.  the  king  in  fup- 
preffing  the  Scottifh  covenanters,  Strafford  had 
raifed  8000  more,  and  had  incorporated  with  them 
a  thoufand  men,  drawn  from  the  old  army ;  a  ne- 
ceffary  expedient  for  beflowing  order  and  difcipline 
on  the  new-levied  foldiers.  The  private  men  in  this 
army  were  all  catholics  ;  but  the  officers,  both  com- 
miffion and  non-commiffion,  were  proteftants,  and 
could  entirely  be  depended  on  by  Charles.  The 
Englifh  commons  entertained  the  greateil  appre- 
henuons  on  account  of  this  army  ;  and  never  ceajed 
foliciting  the  king,  till  he  agrees  to  break  it :  Nor 
would  they  confent  to  any  propofal  for  augmenting 
the  (landing  army  to  5000  men  ;  a  number  which 
the  king  deemed  neceffary  for  retaining  Ireland  in 
obedience. 

Charles,  thinking  it  dangerous  that  8000  men 
accuflomed  to  idlenefs,  and  trained  to  the  uie  of 
arms,  mould  be  difperfed  among  a  nation  fo  turbu- 
lent and  unfettled,  agreed  with  the  Spanifh  ambaf- 
fador  to  have  them  tranfported  into  Flanders,  and 
enlifted  in  his  mailer's  fervice.  The  Englifh  com- 
mons, pretending  apprehenfions,  left  regular  bodies 

of- 
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chap,  of  troops,  disciplined  in  the  Low  Countries,  fhould 
Lv'  p  prove  dill  more  dangerous,  mewed fome  averfion  to 
,$u.  this  expedient;  and  the  king  reduced  his  allowance 
to  4000  men.  But  when  the  Spaniards  had  hired 
ihips  for  tranfporting  thefe  troops,  and  the  men  were 
ready  to  embark  ;  the  commons,  willing  to  fhow 
their  power,  and  not  difpleafed  with  an  opportunity 
of  curbing  and  affronting  the  king,  prohibited  every 
one  from  furnifhing  velfels  for  that  fervice.  And 
thus  the  project. ,  formed  by  Charles,  of  freeing  the 
country  from  thefe  men  was  unfortunately  difap* 
pointed c. 

The  old  Irifh  remarked  all  thefe  falfe  fteps  of 
the  Englim,  and  refolved  to  take  advantage  of  them. 
Though  their  animofity  againfl  that  nation,  for  want 
of  an  occafion  to  exert  itfelf,  feemed  to  be  extin- 
guifhed,  it  was  only  compofed  into  a  temporary  and 
deceitful  tranquillity  d.  Their  interefts,  both  with 
regard  to  property  and  religion,  fecretly  flimulated 
them  to  a  revolt.  No  individual  of  any  fept,  ac- 
cording to  the  ancient  cuftoms,  had  the  property  of 
any  particular  eftate  ;  but  as  the  whole  fept  had  a 
title  to  a  whole  territory,  they  ignorantly  preferred 
this  barbarous  community  before  the  more  fecure 
and  narrower  poffeffions  affigned  them  by  the  Eng- 
lifh.  An  indulgence,  amounting  almoft  to  a  toler- 
ation, had  been  given  to  the  catholic  religion  :  But 
fo  long  as  the  churches  and  the  ecclefiaitical  reve- 
nues were  kept  from  the  priefts,  and  they  were 
obliged  to  endure  the  neighbourhood  of  profane 
heretics,  being  themfelves  difcontented,  they  con- 
tinually endeavoured  to  retard  any  cordial  reconci- 
liation between  the  Englifh  and  the  Irifh  nations. 
Confp;ra-  There  was  a  gentleman  called  Roger  More,  who, 
land.  re"    though  of  a  narrow  fortune,  was  defcended  from  an 

c  Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  381.    Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  381.     Dug- 
dale,  p.  7J,    May,  book  ii.  p.  3.  <*  Temple,  p.  14- 
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ancient  Irifh  family,  and  was  much  celebrated  among  chap. 
Ills  countrymen  for  valour  and  capacity.     This  man  ^^^j 
fir  ft  formed  the  project  of  expelling  the  Englifh,      j64i, 
and  anerting  the  independency  of  his  native  coun- 
try e.     He  fecretly  went  from  chieftain  to,  chieftain, 
and  roufed  up  every  latent  principle  of  difcontent. 
He  maintained  a  clofe  correfpondence   with    lord 
Maguire  and  fir  Phelim  O'Neale,  the  moft  powerful 
of  the  old  Irifh.     By  converfation,  by  letters,  by  his 
emiffaries,    he  reprefented  to  his  countrymen   the 
motives  of  a  revolt.     He  obferved  to  them,  that  by 
the  rebellion  of  the  Scots,  and  factions  of  the  Eng- 
lifh, the   king's  authority  in   Britain  was  reduced 
to  fo  low  a  condition,  that  he  never  could  exert 
himfelf  with  any  vigour  in  maintaining  the  Engliih 
dominion  over  Ireland ;  that  the  catholics,  in  the 
Irifh  houfe  of  commons,  aftifted  by  the  proteftants, 
had   fo  diminifhed  the  royal   prerogative  and  the 
power  of  the  lieutenant,  as  would  much  facilitate  the 
conducting,  to  its  defired  effect,  any  confpiracy  or 
combination,  which  could  be  formed;  that  the  Scots 
having  fo  fuccefsfully  thrown  off  dependence  on  tbe 
crown  of  England,  and  affumed  the  government 
into  their  own  hands,  had  fet  an  example    to  the 
Irifh,  who  had  fo  much  greater  oppreffions  to  com- 
plain of;  that  the  Englifh  planters,  who  had  ex- 
pelled them  their  pcifeffions,  fuppreffed  their  reli- 
gion, and  bereaved  them  of  their  liberties,  were  but 
a  handful  in  comparifon  of  the  natives ;  that  they 
lived  in  the  moft  lupine  fecurity,  interfperfed  with 
their  numerous   enemies,  trufling  to  the  protection 
of  a  fmall  army,  which  was  itfelf  fcattered  in  incon- 
fiderable  divinons  throughout  the  whole  kingdom  ; 
that  a  great  body  of  men,  difciplined  by  the  go- 
vernment, were  now  thrown  loofe,  and  were  ready 
for  any  daring  or  defperate  enterprife ;  that  though 
the  catholics  had  hitherto  enjoyed,  in   fome  tole- 

e  Kalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  543* 

Vol.  VI.  F  f  rabid 


AI4.  HISTORY   OF   GREAT  BRITAIN. 

chap,  rable  meafure,  the  exercife  of  their  religion,  from  the 
J'v'-  moderation  of  their  indulgent  prince,  they  muft 
*j64i  henceforth  expect,  that  the  government  will  be  con- 
ducted by  other  maxims  and  other  principles ;  that 
the  puritanical  parliament,  having  at  length  iubdued 
their  fovereign,  would,  no  doubt,  as  foon  as  they 
had  confolidated  their  authority,  extend  their  am- 
bitious enterprifes  to  Ireland,  and  make  the  catho- 
lics in  that  kingdom  feel  the  fame  furious  perfec- 
tion, to  which  their  brethren  in  England  were  at  pre- 
fent  expofed  ;  and  that  a  revolt  in  the  Irifh,  tending 
only  to  vindicate  their  native  liberty  againfl  the  vio- 
lence of  foreign  invaders,  could  never,  at  any  time, 
be  deemed  rebellion  ;  much  lefs  during  the  prefent 
confufions,  when  their  prince  was,  in  a  manner,  a 
prifoner,  and  obedience  mufl  be  paid,  not  to  him, 
but  to  thofe  who  had  traiteroufly  ufurped  his  lawful 
authority  f. 

By  thefe  confiderations,  More  engaged  all  the 
heads  of  the  native  Irifh  into  the  confpiracy.  The 
Englifh  of  the  pale,  as  they  were  called,  or  the  old 
Englifh  planters,  being  all  catholics,  it  was  hoped 
would  afterwards  join  the  party,  which  reflored  their 
religion  to  its  ancient  fplendour  and  authority.  The 
intention  was,  That  fir  Phelim  O'Neale  and  the 
other  confpirators  mould  begin  an  infurrection  on 
one  day  throughout  the  provinces,  and  mould  at- 
tack all  the  Englifli  fettlements ;  and  that,  on  the 
fame  day,  lord  Maguire  and  Roger  More  mould 
furprife  the  caflle  of  Dublin.  The  commencement 
of  the  revolt  was  fixed  on  the  approach  of  winter, 
that  there  might  be  more  diiricuhy  in  tranfporting 
forces  from  England.  Succours-  to  themfelves  and 
fupplies  of  arms  they  expected  from  France,  in  con- 
fequence  of  a  promife  made  them  by  cardinal 
Richelieu.  And  many  Irifn  officers,  who  ferved  in 
the  Spanifh  troops,  had  engaged  to  join  them,  a3 

f  Temple,  p.  7a,  73.  7S.    Dug<.!ale,  p.  73, 
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how  as  they  faw  an  infurrection  entered  upon  by  C  H  A  p, 
their   catholic  brethren.     News,  which   every  day  -jJJ^j 
arrived  from  England,  of  the  fury  expreffed  by  the      ^i. 
commons  againll  all  papiils,  ftruck  frefli  terror  into 
the  Irifh    nat'on,   and  both   ftimulated  the  confpi- 
rators  to  execute  their  fatal  purpofe,  and  gave  them 
allured  hopes  of  the  concurrence  of  all  their  coun- 
trymen ?. 

Such  propenfity  to  a  revolt  was  difcovered  in  all 
the  Irifh,  that  it  was  deemed  unneceffary,  as  it  was 
dangerous,  to  entruit  the  fecret  to  many  hands  ;  and 
the  appointed  day  drew  nigh,  nor  had  any  difcovery 
been  yet  made  to  the  government.  The  king,  in- 
deed, had  received  information  from  his  ambauadors, 
that  fomething  was  in  agitation  among  the  Irifh  in 
foreign  parts ;  but  though  he  gave  warning  to  the 
adminiilration  in  Ireland,  the  intelligence  was  en- 
tirely neglected h.  Secret  rumours  likewife  were 
heard  of  fome  approaching  confpiracy ;  but  no  at- 
tention was  paid  to  them.  The  earl  of  Leicester, 
whom  the  king  had  appointed  lieutenant,  remained 
in  London.  The  two  juftices,  fir  William  Parfons 
and  fir  John  Borlace,  were  men  of  fmall  abilities  ; 
and,  by  an  inconvenience  common  to  all  factious 
times,  owed  their  advancement  to  nothing  but  their 
zeal  for  the  party  by  whom  every  thing  was  now 
governed.  Tranquil  from  their  ignorance  and  in- 
experience, thefe  men  indulged  themfelves  in  the 
moll  profound  repofe,  on  the  very  brink  of  deftruc- 
tion. 

But  they  were  awakened  from  their  fecurity,  on 
the  very  day  before  that  which  was  appointed  for 
the  commencement  of  hoftilities.  The  caftle  of 
Dublin,  by  which  the  capital  was  commanded,  con- 
tained arms  for  10,000  men,  with  thirty-five  pieces 
of  cannon,  and  a  proportionable  quantity  of  ammu- 

8  Dtirckle,  p.  "4. 
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CHAP,  nition :  Yet  was  this  important  place  guarded,  and 
L^j  that  too  without  any  care,  by  no  greater  force  than. 
1641.  fifty  men.  Maguire  and  More  were  already  in  town 
with  a  numerous  band  of  their  partifans :  Others 
were  expected  that  night :  And,  next  morning,  they 
were  to  enter  upon,  what  they  efteemed  the  eafieft 
of  all  enterprifes,  the  furprifal  of  the  caftle.  O'Co- 
nolly,  an  Irifhman,  but  a  proteftant,  betrayed  the 
confpiracy  to  Parfons'.  The  juftices  and  council 
fled  immediately  for  fafety  into  the  caftle,  and  re- 
inforced the  guards.  The  alarm  was  conveyed  to 
the  city,  and  all  the  proteflants  prepared  for  defence. 
More  efcaped :  Maguire  was  taken ;  and  Mahone, 
one  of  the  confpirators,  being  likewife  feized,  fTrft 
difcovered  to  the  juftices  the  project  of  a  general 
infurreclion,  and  redoubled  the  apprehenfions  which 
already  were  univerfally  diffufed  throughout  Dub- 
link. 
Irifhhifur-  But  though  O'Conolly's  difcovery  faved  the 
maffacre?  caftle  from  a  furprife,  the  confefTion  extorted  from 
Mahone  came  too  late  to  prevent  the  intended  in- 
furreclion. O'Neale  and  his  confederates  had  al- 
ready taken  arms  in  Ulfter.  The  Irifh,  every  where 
intermingled  with  the  Englifh,  needed  but  a  hint 
from  their  leaders  and  priefts  to  begin  hoftilities 
againfl  a  people  whom  they  hated  on  account  of 
their  religion,  and  envied  for  their  riches  and  pro- 
fperity1.  The  houfes,  cattle,  goods,  of  the  un- 
wary EngMfh  were  firfl  feized.  Thofe  who  heard 
of  the  commotions  in  their  neighbourhood,  inftead 
of  deferting  their  habitations,  and  afiembling  for 
mutual  protection,  remained  at  home,  in  hopes  of 
defending  their  property,  and  fell  thus  feparately 
into  the  hands  of  their  enemies  m.  After  rapacity 
had  fully  exerted  itfelf,  cruelty,  and  the  meft  bar- 
barous that  ever,  in  any  nation,  was  known  ox  heard 

i  Rufhwortb,  vol.  v.  p.  399.      Nalfon,    vol.  ii.  p.  5:0.     May, 
book  ii.  p.  6.  k   Temple,  p.  17,  -8,  19,  ?o.     Rufii.  vol.  v. 
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of,  began  its  operations.  An  univerfal  mafiacre  chap. 
commenced  of  the  Englifh,  now  defencelefs,  and  LV^ 
paffively  refigned  to  their  inhuman  foes.  No  age,  j$4I, 
no  fex,  no  condition  was  fpared.  The  wife  weeping 
for  her  butchered  hufband,  and  embracing  her  help- 
lefs  children,  was  pierced  with  them,  and  perifhed 
by  the  fame  ftroke  ".  The  old,  the  young,  the  vi- 
gorous, the  infirm,  underwent  a  like  fate,  and 
were  confounded  in  one  common  ruin.  In  vain 
did  flight  fave  from  the  firfl  aflault :  Deftruction 
was,  every  where,  let  loofe  and  met  the  hunted  vic- 
tims at  every  turn.  In  vain  was  recourfe  had  to 
relations,  to  companions,  to  friends :  All  connexions 
were  diffolved,  and  death  was  dealt  by  that  hand, 
from  which  protection  was  implored  and  expected. 
Without  provocation,  without  oppofition,  the  aflo- 
nifhed  Englifh,  living  in  profound  peace  and  full 
fecurity,  were  maftacred  by  their  neareft  neighbours, 
with  whom  they  had  long  upheld  a  continual  inter- 
course of  kindnefs  and  good  offices  °. 

But  death  was  the  flighted  punifhment  inflicted 
by  thofe  rebels :  All  the  tortures  which  wanton 
cruelty  could  devife,  all  the  lingering  pains  of  body, 
the  anguifh  of  mind,  the  agonies  of  defpair,  could 
not  fatiate  revenge  excited  without  injury,  and 
cruelty  derived  from  no  caufe.  To  enter  into 
particulars  would  fhock  the  lead  delicate  humanity- 
Such  enormities,  though  attefted  by  undoubted 
evidence,  appear  almoft  incredible.  Depraved  na- 
ture, even  perverted  religion,  encouraged  by  the 
utmoft  licence,  reach  not  to  fuch  a  pitch  of  ferocity  ; 
■unlefs  the  pity  inherent  in  human  breads  be  de- 
flroyed  by  that  contagion  of  example,  which  tranf- 
.  ports  men  beyond  all  the  ufual  motives  of  conduct 
and  behaviour, 

n  Temple,  p.  40.  °  Idem,  p.  39,  40. 
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The  weaker  fex  themfelves,  naturally  tender  to 
their  own  fufferings,  and  companionate  to  thole  of 
others,  here  emulated  their  more  rebuff  companions, 
in  the  practive  of  every  cruelty  p.  Even  children, 
taught  by  the  example,  and  encouraged  by  the  ex- 
hortation, of  their  parents,  effayed  their  feeble  blows 
on  the  dead  carcailes  or  deiencelefs  children  of  the 
EnglinV.  The  very  avarice  of  the  Iriln  was  not  a 
furncient  reftraint  of  their  cruelty.  Such  was  their 
frenzy,  that  the  cattle  which  they  had  ieized,  and 
by  rapine  made  their  own,  yet,  becaufe  they  bore 
the  name  of  Englifh,  were  wantonly  llaughtered,  or, 
when  covered  with  wounds,  turned  loofe  into  the 
woods  and  deferts  r. 

The  {lately  buildings  or  commodious  habitations 
of  the  planters,  as  if  upbraiding  the  iloth  and  igno- 
rance of  the  natives,  were  confirmed  with  fire,  or 
laid  level  with  the  ground.  And  where  the  mifer- 
-able  owners,  fhut  up  in  their  houfes,  and  preparing 
for  defence,  periihed  in  the  flames,  together  with 
their  wives  and  children,  a  double  triumph  was  af- 
forded to  their  infulting  foes s. 

If  any  where  a  number  aflembled  together,  and, 
afiuming  courage  from  defpair,  were  refolved  to 
fweeten  death  by  revenge  on  their  aflafiins  ;  they 
were  difarmed  by  capitulations,  and  promifes  of 
fafety,  confirmed  by  the  molt  folemn  oaths.  Eut  no 
i'ooner  had  they  furrendered,  than  the  rebels,  with 
perfidy  equal  to  their  cruelty,  made  them  mare  the 
fate  of  their  unhappy  countrymen1. 

Others,  more  ingenious  Itill  in  their  barbarity, 
tempted  their  priloners,  by  the  fond  love  of  life,  to 
embrue  their  hands  in  the  blood  of  friends,  bro- 
thers, parents  ;  and  having  thus  rendered  them  ac- 

P  Temple,  p.  96.  101.     Rufh.  vcl.  v.  p.  415.  -  1  Temple, 
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•complices  In  guilt,  gave  them  that  death,  which  C  H  A  P. 
they  fought  to  fhun  by  deferring  it ".  i^^-'    ,, 

Amidst  all  thefe  enormities,  the  facred  name  of  1641, 
Religion  refounded  on  every  fide  ;  not  to  (top  the 
hands  of  thefe  murderers,  but  to  enforce  their  blows, 
and  to  ileel  their  hearts  againil  every  movement  of 
human  or  focial  fympathy.  The  Englifh,  as  here- 
tics, abhorred  of  God,  and  deteftable  to  all  holy 
men,  were  marked  out  by  the  prielis  for  (laughter; 
•and,  of  all  actions,  to  rid  the  world  of  thefe  de- 
clared enemies  to  catholic  faith  and  piety,  was  re- 
prefented  as  the  mod  meritorious  v/.  Nature,  which, 
in  that  rude  people,  was  fufficiently  inclined  to 
atrocious  deeds,  was  farther  ilimulated  by  precept ; 
and  national  prejudices  empoiicned  by  thofe  aver* 
fions,  more  deadly  and  incurable,  which  arofe  from 
an  enraged  fuperilition.  While  death  fmifhed  the 
iufferings  of  each  victim,  the  bigoted  affailins,  with 
joy  and  exultation,  {fill  echoed  in  his  expiring  ears, 
that  thefe  agonies  were  but  the  commencement  of 
torments  infinite  and  eternal  *. 

Such  were  the  barbarities,  by  which  fir  Pheliiu 
O'Neale  and  the  Irifli  in  Ulfter  fignalized  their  re- 
bellion :  An  event,  memorable  in  the  annals  of  hu- 
man kind,  and  worthy  to  be  held  in  perpetual  de- 
ieftation  and  abhorrence.  The  generous  nature  of 
•More  was  mocked  at  the  recital  of  fuch  enormous 
•cruelties.  He  flew  to  O'Neale's  camp  ;  but  found 
that  his  authority,  which  was  fufficient  to  excite  the 
Iriifi  to  an  infurrectlon,  was  too  feeble  to  reilrain 
-their  inhumanity.  Soon  after,  he  abandoned  a  caufe 
polluted  by  fo  many  crimes ;  and  he  retired  into 
Flanders.  Sir  Phelim,  recommended  by  the  great- 
nefs  of  his  family,  and  perhaps  too,  by  the  unre- 
Itrained  brutality  of  his  nature,  though  without  any 
courage  or  capacity,  acquired  the  entire  afcendant 

*  Temple,  p.  100.         w  Idem,  p.  85.  106.         x  Idem,  p.  94. 
iiP7j  108.    Rufhwortb,  vol.  v.  p.  407. 
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CHAP,  over  the  northern  rebels".     The  Endiih  colonies 

TV  ...  '-' 

,  '  were  totally  annihilated  in  the  open  country  of 
1641.  UHter:  The  Scots,  at  firit,  met  with  more  favour- 
able treatment.  In  order  to  engage  them  to  a  paf- 
five  neutrality,  the  Irifn  pretended  to  diltinguiih  be- 
tween the  Britifn  nations ;  and  claiming  friendfhip 
and  confanguinity  with  the  Scots,  extended  not  over 
them  the  tury  of  their  maffacres.  ?*lany  of  them 
found  an  opportunity  to  fly  the  country  :  Others  re- 
tired into  places  of  fecurity,  and  prepared  themfelves 
for  defence  :  And  by  this  means,  the  Scottifh  plan- 
ters, mofr  of  them  at  leafi,  efcaped  with  their  lives2. 
From  UKter,  the  flames  of  rebellion  diifuled 
themfelves  in  an  inflant  over  the  ether  three  pro- 
vinces of  Ireland.  In  all  places  death  and  {laughter 
were  not  uncommon  ;  though  the  Irifh,  in  thefe 
other  provinces,  pretended  to  act  with  moderation 
and  humanity.  But  cruel  and  barbarous  was  their 
humanity  !  Not  content  with  expelling  the  Engliih 
their  houfes,  with  defpoiling  them  of  their  goodly 
manors,  with  wafting  their  cultivated  fields  ;'  they 
ftripped  them  of  their  very  clothes,  and  turned  them 
out,  naked  and  defencelefs,  to  all  the  feverities  of 
the  feafon  \  The  heavens  themfelves,  as  if  con- 
fpiring  againit  that  unhappy  people,  were  armed 
with  cold  and  tempeft  unufual  to  the  climate,  and 
executed  what  the  mercilefs  fword  had  left  unfinim- 
ed b.  The  roads  were  covered  with  crowds  of  na- 
ked Englifh,  haftenmg  towards  Dublin  and  the  other 
cities,  which  yet  remained  in  the  hands  of  their  ' 
countrymen.  The  feeble  age  of  children,  the  ten- 
der fex  of  women,  foon  funk  under  the  multiplied 
rigours  of  cold  and  hunger.  Here,  the  hufband, 
bidding  a  final  adieu  to  his  expiring  family,  envied 
them  that  fate,  which  he  himfelf  expect ed  fo  foon  to 
{hare :  There,  the  foil,  having  long  fupported  his 

y  Temple,  p.  44-  z  Hem,  p.  41.    Rufli.  vol.  i.  p  416. 
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aged  parent,  with  reluctance  obeyed  his  laft  com-  CHAP, 
mands,   and  abandoning  him  in  this  uttermoft  dif-       LV- 
trefs,  referved-himfeif  to  the  hopes  of  avenging  that       l64J. 
death,  which  all  his  efforts  could  not  prevent  or  de- 
lay.    The  aftonifhing  greatnefs  of  the  calamity  de- 
prived the  fufferers  of  any  relief  from  the  view  of 
companions    in    affliction.      With  filent  tears,   or 
lamentable  cries,  they  hurried  on  through  the  hoftile 
territories  ;  and  found  every  heart,  which  was  not 
f'ceeled  by  native  barbarity,  guarded  by  the  more 
implacable  furies  of  miftaken  piety  and  religion  c. 

The  faving  of  Dublin  preferved  in  Ireland  the 
remains  of  the  Englifh  name.  The  gates  of  that 
city,  though  timoroufly  opened,  received  the  wretch- 
ed fupplicants,  and  prefented  to  the  view  a  fcene  of 
human  mifery  beyond  what  any  eye  had  ever  before 
"beheld  d.  Companion  feized  the  amazed  inhabitants, 
aggravated  with  the  fear  of  like  calamities  ;  while 
they  obferved  the  numerous  foes  without  and  with- 
in, which  every  where  environed  them,  and  reflect- 
ed on  the  weak  reiburces  by  which  they  were  them- 
feives  fupported.  The  more  vigorous  of  the  un- 
happy fugitives,  to  the  number  of  three  thoufand, 
were  inlifted  into  three  regiments  :  The  reft  were 
diftributed  into  the  houfes ;  and  all  care  was  taken, 
t>y  diet  and  warmth,  to  recruit  their  feeble  and  torpid 
limbs.  Difeafes  of  unknown  name  and  fpecies, 
derived  from  thefe  multiplied  diftreffes,  feized  many 
of  them,  and  put  a  fpeedy  period  to  their  lives: 
Others,  having  now  leifure  to  reflect  on  their  mighty 
lofs  of  friends  and  fortune,  curfed  that  being  which 
they  had  laved.  Abandoning  themfelves  to  de- 
fpair,  refufmg  all  fuccour,  they  expired  ;  without 
other  confolation  than  that  of  receiving  among  their 
countrymen  the  honours  of  a  grave,  which,  to  their 
flaughtered  companions,  had  been  denied  by  the 
inhuman  barbarians e. 

c  Temple,  p.  88.  d  idem,  p.  6a.  «  Idem,  p.  43-  &*• 
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CHAP.  By  fome  computations,  thofe  who  perifhed  by 
LV-  all  thefe  cruelties  are  fuppofed  to  be  a  hundred  and 
l64I>  fifty,  or  two  hundred  thoufand  :  By  the  mofl  mode- 
rate, and  probably  the  mofl  reasonable  account,  they 
are  made  to  amount  to  40,000  ;  if  this  eflimation 
itfelf  be  not,  as  is  ufual  in  fuch  cafes,  fomewhat  ex- 
aggerated. 

The  juftices  ordered  to  Dublin  all  the  bodies  of 
the  army  which  were  not  furrounded  by  the  rebels  ; 
and  they  affembled  a  force  of  1 500  veterans.  They 
foon  inlifted,  and  armed  from  the  magazines  above 
4000  men  mere.  They  difpatched  a  body  of  600 
men,  to  throw  relief  into  Tredah,  befieged  by  the 
Iriih.  But  thefe  troops,  attacked  by  the  enemy, 
were  fcized  with  a  panic,  and  were  mofl  of  them 
put  to  the  fword.  Their  arms,  falling  into  the 
hands  of  the  iriih,  fupplied  them  with  what  they 
mofl  wanted f.  The  juftices,  willing  to  foment  the 
rebellion,  in  a  view  of  profiting  by  the  multiplied 
forfeitures,  henceforth  thought  of  nothing  more  than 
providing  for  their  own  prefent  fecurity,  and  that 
of  the  capital.  The  earl  of  Ormond,  their  general, 
remonftrated  againfc  fuch  timid,  not  to  fay  bafe  and 
interefled  couniels  j  but  was  obliged  to  fubmit  to 
authority. 

The  Englifh  of  the  pale,  who  probably  were  not 
at  firfl  in  the  fecret,  pretended  to  blame  the  infur- 
reclicn,  and  to  deteil  the  barbarity  with  which  it  was 
accompanied g.  By  their  proteilations  and  declara- 
tions, they  engaged  the  juftices  to  fupply  them  with 
arms,  which  they  promifed  to  employ  in  defence  of 
the  government h.  But  in  a  little  time,  the  interefts 
of  religion  were  found  more  prevalent  over  them, 
than  regard  and  duty  to  their  mother-country.  They 
chofe  lord  Gormanftone  their  leader  ;  and,  joining 
ihQ  old  Iriih,  rivalled  them  in  every  act  of  violence 
towards  the    Englifh    proteftants.      Befides   many 

f  Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  s=5«  e  Temple,  p.  33.    Rum.  vol.  v. 
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fmaller   bodies    difperfed  over   the   kingdom,    the  c  H  A  P. 
principal   army  of  the  rebels  amounted  to  twenty       LV- 
thoufand  men,  and  threatened  Dublin  with  an  im-      l64I% 
mediate  nege '. 

Both  the  Englifh  and  Irifh  rebels  confpired  in 
one  impofture,  with  which  they  iedueed  many  of 
their  deluded  countrymen  :  They  pretended  autho- 
rity from  the  king  and  queen,  but  chiefly  from  the 
latter,  for  their  infurrection  ;  and  they  affirmed, 
that  the  caufe  of  their  taking  arms  was  to  vindicate 
royal  prerogative,  now  invaded  by  the  puritanical 
parliament  \  Sir  Phelim  O'Neale,  having  found 
a  royal  patent  in  lord  Cauiield's  houfe,  whom  he  had 
murdered,  tore  off  the  leal,  and  affixed  it  to  a  com- 
miflion  which  he  had  forged  for  himfelf '. 

The  king  received  an  account  of  this  infurrec- 
tion  by  a  mefienger  dirpatched  from  the  north  of 
Ireland.  Ke  immediately  communicated  his  in- 
telligence to  the  Scottish  parliament.  He  expected 
that  the  mighty  zeal  exprefTed  by  the  Scots  for  the 
proteftant  religion,  would  immediately  engage  them 
to  fly  to  its  defence,  where  it  was  lb  violently  in- 
vaded :  He  hoped  that  their  horror  againft  popery, 
a  religion  which  now  appeared  in  its  molt  horrible 
afpect,  would  fecond  all  his  exhortations  :  He  had 
obferved  with  what  alacrity  they  had  twice  run  to 
arms,  and  aifembled  troops  in  oppofition  to  the 
rights  of  their  fovereign :  He  faw  with  how  much 
greater  facility  they  could  now  collect  iorces,  which 
had  been  very  lately  difbanded,  and  which  had  been 
fo  long  enured  to  military  diicipiine.  The  cries  of 
their  affrighted  and  diitrefTed  brethren  in  Ireland, 
he  promifed  himielf,  would  powerfully  incite  them 
to  fend  over  fuccours,  which  could  arrive  fo  quickly, 
and  aid  them  with  fuch  promptitude  in  this  utter- 
moft  diftrefe,  But  the  zeal  cf  the  Sec.;,,  as  is  uiual 
among  religious  fecu,  was  v  ry  fdeblei  when  not 

i  Whitlocl:e,  p.  49..  k  Rufliwortb,  vol  v.  p.  400,  401. 
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CHAP,  ilimulated  either  by  faction  or  by  interest.  They 
L^  •  now  coimdered  themfelves  entirely  as  a  republic, 
z"^  and  made  no  account  of  the  authority  of  their 
prince,  which  they  had  utterly  annihilated.  Con- 
ceiving hopes  from  the  prefent  diitrefles  of  Ireland, 
they  refolved  to  make  an  advantageous  bargain  for 
the  fuccours  with  which  they  mould  fupply  their 
neighbouring  nation.  And  they  caft  their  eye  to- 
wards the  Engliih  parliament,  with  whom  they  were 
already  fo  ciofely  connected,  and  who  could  alone 
fulfil  any  articles  which  might  be  agreed  on.  Except 
difpatching  a  fmall  body  to  fupport  the  Scottiih 
colonies  in  UlUer,  they  would,  therefore,  go  no 
farther  at  prefent,  than  fending  commiffioners  to 
London,  in  order  to  treat  with  that  power,  to  whom 
the  fovereign .  authority  was  now  in  reality  tranf- 
ferred  m. 

The  king  too,  fenfible  of  his  utter  inability  to 
fuhdue  the  Irifn  rebels,  found  himfelf  obliged,  in 
this  exigency,  to  have  recourfe  to  the  Englifh  par- 
liament, and  depend  on  their  affiftance  for  fupply. 
After  communicating  to  them  the  intelligence 
which  he  had  received,  he  .informed  them,  that  the 
infurrection  was  not,  in  his  opinion,  the  refult  of 
any  ram  enterprife,  but  of  a  formed  confpiracy 
againft  the  crown  of  England.  To  their  care  and 
wifdom,  therefore,  he  laid,  he  committed  the  con- 
duct and  profecution  of  the  war,  which,  in  a  caufe 
fo  important  to  national  and  religious  interefts,  mull 
of  necenity  be  immediately  entered  upon,  and  vi- 
goroufiy  purfued  n. 

Meeting  Xke  Englim  parliament  was  now  afifembled ;  and 

[fh       difcoyered,  in  every  vote,  the  fame  difpofitions  in 

parlia-        which  they  had  feparated.     The  exalting  of  their 

mcn  '  own  authority,  the  diminiming  of  the  king's,  were 
itill  the  objects  purfued  by  the  majority.  Every  at- 
tempt which  had  been  made  to  gain  the  popular 

-"•Rufliwoitb,  vol,  v.  p.  407. 
»  Clarciidonj  vol.  ii.  p.  301. 
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leaders,  and  by  offices  to  attach  them  to  the  crown,  c  ri  A  p. 
had  failed  of  fuccefs,  either  for  want  of  Jkili  in  LV- 
conducting  it,  or  by  feafon  of  the  fiender  prefer- 
ments which  it  was  then  in  the  king's  power  to 
confer.  The  ambitious  and  enterprifing  patriots 
difdained  to  accept,  in  detail,  of  a  precarious  power  ; 
while  they  deemed  it  fo  eafy,  by  one  bold  and 
vigorous  affault,  to  pollers  themfelves  for  ever  of 
the  entire  fovereignty.  Senfible  that  the  meafures 
which  they  had  hither!  o  purfued,  rendered  them 
extremely  obnoxious  to  the  king ;  were  many  of 
them  in  themfelves  exceptionable ;  fome  of  them, 
flrictly  fpeaking,  illegal ;  they  refolved  to  feefc  their 
own  fecurity,  as  well  as  grcatnefs,  by  enlarging  po- 
pular authority  in  England.  The  great  neceiiities 
to  which  the  king  was  reduced;  the  violent  pre* 
judices  which  generally,  throughout  the  nation, 
prevailed  againfl  him  ;  his  facility  m  making  the 
mod  important  conceflions ;  the  example  of  the 
Scots,  whofe  encroachments  had  totally'  fubverted 
monarchy:  All  theie  circnmftarrces  farther  inlH- 
gated  the  commons  in  their  invanon  of  royal  pre- 
rogative. And  the  danger  to  which  the  constitution 
feemed  to  have  been  fo  lately  expcfed,  per*uaded 
many,  that  it  never  could  be  fufhcientiy  fecured, 
but  by  the  entire  abolition  of  that  authority  which 
had  invaded  it. 

But  this  project,  it  had  not  been  in  the  power, 
fcarcely  in  the  Intention,  of  the  popular  leaders  to 
execute,  had  it  not  been  for  the  pafiion  which  feized 
the  nation  for  prefbyterian  discipline,  and  for  the 
wild  enthufiafm  which  at  that  time  accompanied  it. 
The  licenfe  which  the  parliament  had  bellowed  on 
this  fpirit,  by  checking  ecclefiaftical  authority  ;  the 
countenance  and  encouragement  with  which  they 
had  honoured  it;  had  already  difFufed  its  ii-luence 
to  a  wonderful  degree  :  An  J  all  orders  of  men  had 
drunk  deep  of  the  intoxicating  poifon.  In  every 
difcourfe  or  converfaticn,  this  mode,  of  religion  en- 
2  z  tered  j 
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tered ;  in  all  bufinefs  it  had  a  fhare ;  every  elegant 
pleafure  or  amufement  it  utterly  annihilated ;  many 
"^77**  vices  or  corruptions  of  mind  it  promoted  ;  even  dif- 
eafes  and  bodily  diHempers  were  not  totally  ex- 
empted from  it ;  and  it  became  requifite,  we  are 
told,  for  all  phyficians  to  be  expert  in  the  fpiritual 
profefiion,  and,  by  theological  confederations,  to 
allay  thofe  religious  terrors  with  which  their  patients 
were  fo  generally  haunted.  Learning  itfelf,  which 
tends  fo  much  to  enlarge  the  mind,  and  humanife 
the  temper,  rather  (Served  on  this  occafion  to  exalt 
that  epidemical  frenzy  which  prevailed.  Rude  as 
yet,  and  imperfect,  it  fupplied  the  difmal  fanati- 
cifm  with  a  variety  of  views,  founded  it  on  fome 
coherency  of  fyftem,  enriched  it  with  different  fi- 
gures of  elocution  ;  advantages  with  which  a  people, 
totally  ignorant  and  barbarous,  had  been  happily 
unacquainted. 

From  policy,  at  firft,  and  inclination,  now  from 
neceffity,  the  king  attached  himfelf  extremely  to  the 
hierarchy :  For  like  reafons,  his  enemies  were  de- 
termined, by  one  and  the  fame  erFort,  to  overpower 
the  church  and  monarchy. 

Y  hile  the  commons  were  in  this  difpofition,  the 
Irim  rebellion  was  the  event  which  tended  mod  to 
promote  the  views  in  which  all  their  meafures  ter- 
minated. A  horror  againil  the  papifts,  however 
innocent,  they  had  conitantly  encouraged  ;  a  terror 
from  the  confpiracies  of  that  feci,  however  impro- 
bable, they  had  at  all  times  endeavoured  to  excite. 
Here  was  broken  out  a  rebellion,  dreadful  and  un- 
expected ;  accompanied  with  circumftances  the  mod 
deteftable  of  which  there  ever  was  any  record  :  And 
what  was  the  peculiar  guilt  of  the  Irifh  catholics,  it 
was  no  difficult  matter,  in  the  prefent  difpofition  of 
men's. minds,  to  attribute  to  that  whole  feci,  who 
were  already  fo  much  the  object  of  general  abhor- 
rence. Accuftomed,  in  all  invectives,  to  join  the 
prelatical  party  with  the  papilts,  the  people  imme- 
20  diateiy 
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cilately  fuppofed  this  infurrection  to  be  the  refult  of  C  H  A  P. 
their  united  counfels.     And  when  they  heard  that       LV>    t 
the  Irifh  rebels  pleaded  the  king's  commiflion  for      ,64I. 
all  their  acts  of  violence;    bigotry,  ever  credulous 
and  malignant,  alTented  without  fcruple  to  that  grofs 
impofture,  and  loaded  the  unhappy  prince  with  the 
whole  enormity  of  a  contrivance  lb  barbarous  and 
inhuman  ?. 

By  the  difficulties  and  diftreffes  of  the  crown,  the 
commons,  who  poffeffed  alone  the  power  of  fupply, 
had  aggrandifed  themfelves  ;  and  it  feemed  a  pecu- 
liar happinefs,  that  the  Irifh  rebellion  had  fucceeded, 
at  fo  critical  a  juncture,  to  the  pacification  of  Scot- 
land. That  expreilion  of  the  king's,  by  which  he 
committed  to  them  the  care  of  Ireland,  they  im- 
mediately laid  hold  of,  and  interpreted  in  the  molt 
unlimited  fenfe.  They  had,  on  other  occafions, 
been  gradually  encroaching  on  the  executive  power 
of  the  crown,  which  forms  its  principal  and  mod 
natural  branch  of  authority ;  but,  with  regard  to 
Ireland,  they  at  once  affumed  it,  fully  and  entirely, 
as  if  delivered  over  to  them  by  a  regular  gift  or 
affignment.  And  to  this  ufurpation  the  king  was 
obliged  paffively  to  fubmit ;  both  becaufe  of  his 
inability  to  refill,  and  left  he  mould  ftill  more  ex- 
pofe  himfelf  to  the  reproach  of  favouring  the  pro- 
grefs  of  that  odious  rebellion. 

The  project  of  introducing  farther  innovations 
in  England  being  once  formed  by  the  leaders  among 
the  commons,  it  became  a  neceflary  confequence, 
that  their  operations  with  regard  to  Ireland  mould, 
all  of  them,  be  confidered  as  fubordinate  to  the 
former,  on  whofe  fuccefs,  when  once  undertaken, 
their  own  grandeur,  fecurity,  and  even  being,  muft 
entirely  depend.  While  they  pretended  the  utmofi 
zeal  againft  the  Irifh  infurreclion,  they  took  no  fteps 
towards  its  fuppreffion,  but  fuch  zz  Hkewife  tended 

•  See  note  [CC]  at  the  end  of  the  vol  nine, 
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c  H  A  P.  to  give  them  the  fuperiority  in  thofe  commotions 
^V-  which  they  forefaw  mufl  fo  foon  be  excited  in  En<r- 
1641.  teaid  ?.  The  extreme  contempt  entertained  for  the 
natives  in  Ireland,  made  the  popular  leaders  believe, 
that  it  would  be  eafy  at  any  time  to  fupprefs  their 
rebellion,  and  recover  that  kingdom :  Nor  were 
they  willing  to  Jofe,  by  too  hafly  fuccefs,  the  ad- 
vantage which  that  rebellion  would  afford  them  in 
their  projected  encroachments  on  the  prerogative. 
By  affuming  the  total  management  of  the  war,  they 
acquired  the  courtfhip  and  dependence  of  every-one 
who  had  any  connexion  with  Ireland,  or  who  was 
defirous  of  inlifting  in  thefe  military  enterprifes : 
They  levied  money  under  pretence  of  the  Irifh  ex- 
pedition ;  but  referred  it  for  purpofes  which  con- 
cerned them  more  nearly :  They  took  arms  from 
the  king's  magazines  ;  but  (till  kept  them  with  a 
iecret  intention  of  employing  them  againil  himfelf: 
Whatever  law  they  deemed  neceflary  for  aggrandif- 
ing  themfclves,  was  voted,  under  colour  of  ena- 
bling them  to  recover  Ireland  ;  and  if  Charles  with- 
held the  royal  affent,  his  refufal  was  imputed  to 
thofe  pernicious  counfels  which  had  at  firfl  excited 
the  poprfh  rebellion,  and  which  Hill  threatened  total 
r'eftrucKon  to  the  proteftant  intereft  throughout  all 
his  dominions  c>.  And  though  no  forces  were  for  a 
long  time  fent  over  to  Ireland,  and  very  little  money 
remitted  during  the  extreme  diflrefs  of  that  kino-- 
dom  ;  fo  ftrong  was  the  people's  attachment  to  the 
commons,  that  the  fault  was  never  imputed  to  thofe 
pious  zealots,  whofe  votes  breathed  nothing  but 
death  and  deftrudion  to  the  Irifh  rebels. 

To  make  the  attack  on  royal  authority  by  regular 
approaches,  it  was  thought  proper  to  frame  a  gene- 
ral remonilrance  of  the  Hate  of  the  nation;  and  ac- 
coiV..  ^         tie  e-jinmittee,  which,  at  the  firit  meeting 

p  C  l.r.in.'.on,  vol.  ii.  p.  \i<;.    Sir  Ed.  Walker,  p.  6. 
1  Ndijfca,  vul.  ii.  p.  5:8.    Clarendon,  vol.  iv.  p.  590. 
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of  parliament  had  been  chofen  for  that  purpofe,  CHAP, 
and  which  had  hitherto  made  no  progrefs  in  their       LV^ 
work,  received  frefh  injunctions  to  finifh  that  un-      ^i. 
dertaking. 

The  committee  brought  into  the  houfe  that  re-  The  re. 
monftrance,  which  has  become  fo  memorable,  and 
which  was  foon  afterwards  attended  with  fuch  im- 
portant confequences.  It  was  not  addrefled  to  the 
king ;  but  was  openly  declared  to  be  an  appeal  to 
the  people.  The  harfhnefs  of  the  matter  was  equal- 
led by  the  feverity  of  the  language.  It  confifts  of 
many  grofs  falfehoods,  intermingled  with  fome  evi- 
dent truths :  Malignant  infinuations  are  joined  to 
open  invectives  :  Loud  complaints  of  the  paft,  ac- 
companied with  jealous  prognoftications  of  the  fu- 
ture. Whatever  unfortunate,  whatever  invidious, 
whatever  fufpicious  meafure  had  been  embraced  by 
the  king  from  the  commencement  of  his  reign,  is 
miifted  on  and  aggravated  with  mercilefs  rhetoric  : 
The  unfuccefsful  expeditions  to  Cadiz,  and  the  ifle 
of  Rhe,  are  mentioned :  The  fending  of  fhips  to 
France  for  the  fuppreffion  of  the  hugonots :  The 
forced  loans  :  The  illegal  confinement  of  men  for 
not  obeying  illegal  commands  :  The  violent  diflb- 
lution  of  four  parliaments :  The  arbitrary  govern- 
ment which  always  fucceeded :  The  queftioning, 
fining,  and  imprisoning  of  members  for  their  con- 
duct in  the  houfe :  The  levying  of  taxes  without 
confent  of  the  commons :  The  introducing  of  fuper- 
flitious  innovations  into  the  church,  without  autho- 
rity of  law :  In  fhort,  every  thing  which,  either 
with  or  without  reafon,  had  given  offence,  during 
the  courfe  of  fifteen  years,  from  the  acceffion  of  the 
king  to  the  calling  of  the  prefent  parliament.  And, 
though  all  thefe  grievances  had  been  already  redreff- 
ed,  and  even  laws  enacted  for  future  fecurity  againfl 
their  return,  the  praife  of  thefe  advantages  was 
afcribed,  not  to  the  king,  but  to  the  parliament  who 
had  extorted  his  confent  to  fuch  falutary  ftatutes. 

Vol.  VI.  G  g  Their 
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chap.  Their  own  merits  too,  they  afierted,  towards  the 
LV*  king,  were  no  lefs  eminent  than  towards  the  people. 
i(54I>  Though  they  had  feized  his  whole  revenue,  render- 
ed it  totally  precarious,  and  made  even  their  tem- 
porary fupplies  be  paid  to  their  own  commiffioners, 
who  were  independent  of  him  ;  they  pretended  that 
they  had  liberally  fupported  him  in  his  neceffities. 
By  an  infult  ftill  more  egregious,  the  very  giving  of 
money  to  the  Scots,  for  levying  war  againft  their 
fovereign,  they  reprefented  as  an  inftance  of  their 
duty  towards  him.  And  all  their  grievances,  they 
faid,  which  amounted  to  no  lefs  than  a  total  fubver- 
fion  of  the  conftitution,  proceeded  entirely  from 
the  formed  combination  of  a  popifh  faction,  who  had 
ever  fwayed  the  king's  counfels,  who  had  endea- 
voured, by  an  uninterrupted  effort,  to  introduce 
their  fuperflition  into  England  and  Scotland,  and 
who  had  now,  at  laft,  excited  an  open  and  bloody 
rebellion  in  Ireland r. 

This  remonftrance,  fo  full  of  acrimony  and  vio- 
lence, was  a  plain  fignal  for  fome  farther  attacks  in- 
tended on  royal  prerogative,  and  a  declaration,  that 
the  concefTions  already  made,  however  important, 
were  not  to  be  regarded  as  fatisfactory.  What  pre- 
tentions would  be  advanced,  how  unprecedented, 
how  unlimited,  were  eafily  imagined ;  and  nothing 
lefs  was  forefeen,  whatever  ancient  names  might  be 
preferved,  than  an  abolition,  almofl:  total,  of  the  mo- 
narchical government  of  England.  The  oppofition, 
therefore,  which  the  remonftrance  met  with  in  the 
houfe  of  commons,  was  great.  For  above  fourteen 
hours,  the  debate  was  warmly  managed  ;  and  from 
the  wearinefs  of  the  king's  party,  which  probably 
confifted  chiefly  of  the  elderly  people,  and  men  of 
cool  fpirits,  the  vote  was  at  laft  carried  by  a  fmall 

aad  Nov.  majority  of  eleven  s.     Some  time  after,  the  remon- 

r  Rufti.  vol.  v.  p.  438.    Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  694.        s  Whitiocke, 
p.  49.    Dugdale,  p.  71.    Nalfon,  vol,  ii.  p.  668. 
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ftrance  was  ordered  to  be  printed  and  publifhed,  chap. 
without  being  carried  up  to  the  houfe  of  peers  for      LV' 
their  affent  and  concurrence.  16*41, 

When  this  remonftrance  was  difperfed,  it  excited  Reafons 
every  where  the  fame  violent  controverfy,  which  at-  °"  both 
tended  it  when  introduced  into  the  houfe  of  com- 
mons. This  parliament,  faid  the  partifans  of  that 
affembly,  have  at  length  profited  by  the  fatal  exam- 
ple of  their  predeceflbrs ;  and  are  refolved  that  the 
fabric,  which  they  have  generpufly  undertaken  to 
rear  for  the  protection  of  liberty,  mail  not  be  left 
to  future  ages  infecure  and  imperfect.  At  the 
time  when  the  petition  of  right,  that  requifite  vin- 
dication of  a  violated  conftitution,  was  extorted 
from  the  unwilling  prince  ;  who  but  imagined  that 
liberty  was  at  lafl  fecured,  and  that  the  laws  would 
thenceforth  maintain  themfelves  in  oppofition  to  ar- 
bitrary authority  ?  But  what  was  the  event  ?  A  right 
was  indeed  acquired  to  the  people,  or  rather  their 
ancient  right  was  more  exactly  defined :  But  as  the 
■power  of  invading  it  (till  remained  in  the  prince,  no 
fooner  did  an  opportunity  offer,  than  he  totally  dif- 
regarded  all  laws  and  preceding  engagements,  and 
made  his  will  and  pleafure  the  fole  rule  of  govern- 
ment. Thofe  lofty  ideas  of  monarchical  authority, 
which  he  has  derived  from  his  early  education, 
which  are  united  in  his  mind  with  the  irrefiftible 
illullons  of  felf-love,  which  are  corroborated  by  his 
miftaken  principles  of  religion,  it  is  in  vain  to  hope 
that,  in  his  more  advanced  age,  he  will  fincerely 
renounce  from  any  fubfequent  reflection  or  expe- 
rience. Such  converfions,  if  ever  they  happen,  are 
extremely  rare ;  but  to  expect  that  they  will  be  de- 
rived from  neceffity,  from  the  jealoufy  and  refent- 
ment  of  antagonifts,  from  blame,  from  reproach, 
from  oppofition,  muft  be  the  refult  of  the  fondefl 
and  molt  blind  credulity.  Thefe  violences,  however 
neceffafy,  are  fure  to  irritate  a  prince  againft  limit- 
Gg  2  ations 


452  HISTORY    OF    GREAT    BRITAIN. 

ations  fo  cruelly  impofed  upon  him  ;  and  each  con- 
ceffion,  which  he  is  confh  ained  to  make,  is  regard- 
"i64i. ~'  ed  as  a  temporary  tribute  paid  to  faction  and  fedi- 
tion,  and  is  fecretly  attended  with  a  refolution  of 
feizing  every  favourable  opportunity  to  retract  it. 
Nor  fhould  we  imagine,  that  opportunities  of  that 
kind  will  not  offer  in  the  courfe  of  human  affairs. 
Governments,  efpecially  thofe  of  a  mixed  kind, 
are  in  continual  fluctuation  :  The  humours  of  the 
people  change  perpetually  from  one  extreme  to  an- 
other :  And  no  refolution  can  be  more  wife,  as 
well  as  more  juft,  than  that  of  employing  the  pre- 
fent  advantages  againft  the  king,  who  had  formerly 
pufhed  much  lefs  tempting  ones  to  the  utmoft  ex- 
tremities againft  his  people  and  his  parliament.  It 
is  to  be  feared,  that,  if  the  religious  rage  which  has 
feized  the  multitude,  be  allowed  to  evaporate,  they 
will  quickly  return  to  the  ancient  ecclefiaftical  efta- 
blifhment ;  and,  with  it,  embrace  thofe  principles 
of  flavery,  which  it  inculcates  with  fuch  zeal  on  its 
fubmiilive  profelytes.  Thofe  patriots,  who  are  now 
the  public  idols  j  may  then  become  the  objects  of 
general  deteftation  ;  and  equal  fhouts  of  joy  attend 
their  ignominious  execution,  with  thofe  which  fecond 
their  prefent  advantages  and  triumphs.  Nor  ought 
the  apprehenfion  of  fuch  an  event  to  be  regarded  in 
them  as  a  felflfh  confideration  :  In  their  fafety  is  in- 
volved the  fecurity  of  the  laws  :  The  patrons  of  the 
conftitution  cannot  fuffer  without  a  fatal  blow  to  the 
confiitution :  And  it  is  but  juftice  in  the  public 
to  protect,  at  any  hazard,  thofe  who  have  fo  gene- 
roufly  expofed  themfelves  to  the  utmoft  hazard  for 
the  public  intereft.  What  though  monarchy,  the 
ancient  government  of  England,  be  impaired,  dur- 
ing thefe  contefts,  in  many  of  its  former  preroga- 
tives:  The  laws  will  flourifh  the  more  by  its  le- 
cay ;  and  it  is  happy,  allowing  that  matters  are 
really  carried  beyond  the  bounds  of  moderation, 

that 
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that  the  current  at  leaft  runs  towards  liberty,  and  chap. 
that  the  error  is  on  that  fide  which  is  fafefl  for  the       LV* 
general  intereft  of  mankind  and  fociety.  u  l6'4I% 

The  bed  arguments  of  the  royalifts  againft  a  far- 
ther attack  on  the  prerogative  were  founded  more 
on  oppofite  ideas,  which  they  had  formed  of  the 
paft  events  of  this  reign,  than  on  oppofite  principles 
of  government.  Some  invafions,  they  faid,  and 
thofe  too  of  moment,  had  undoubtedly  been  made 
on  national  privileges  :  But  were  we  to  look  for  the 
caufe  of  thefe  violences,  we  mould  never  find  it  to 
confift  in  the  wanton  tyranny  and  injuftice  of  the 
prince,  not  even  in  his  ambition  or  immoderate  ap- 
petite for  authority.  The  hoftilities  with  Spain,  in 
which  the  king,  on  his  acceilion,  found  himfelf  en- 
gaged, however  imprudent  and  unneceffary,  had 
proceeded  from  the  advice,  and  even  importunity  of 
the  parliament ;  who  deferted  him  immediately  after 
they  had  embarked  him  in  thofe  warlike  meafures. 
A  young  prince,  jealous  of  honour,  was  naturally 
afraid  of  being  foiled  in  his  firft  enterprife,  and  had 
not  as  yet  attained  fuch  maturity  of  counfel,  as  to 
perceive  that  his  greateft  honour  lay  in  preferving 
the  laws  inviolate,  and  gaining  the  full  confidence 
of  his  people.  The  rigour  of  the  fubfequent  par- 
liaments had  been  extreme  with  regard  to  many  ar- 
ticles, particularly  tonnage  and  poundage  j  and 
had  reduced  the  king  to  an  abfolute  neceffity,  if  he 
would  preferve  entire  the  royal  prerogative,  of  levy- 
ing thofe  duties  by  his  own  authority,  and  of  break- 
ing through  the  forms,  in  order  to  maintain  the 
fpirit,  of  the  conflitution.  Having  once  made  fo 
perilous  a  ftep,  he  was  naturally  induced  to  continue, 
and  to  confult  the  public  intereft,  by  impofmg  ffiip- 
money,  and  other  moderate,  though  irregular,  bur- 
dens and  taxations.  A  fure  proof  that  he  had 
formed  no  fyflem  for  enflaving  his  people  is,  that  the 
chief  object,  of  his  government  has  been  to  raife  a 
naval,  not  a  military  force ;  a  project  ufeful,  ho- 
Gg  3  nourable. 
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CHAP,  nourable,  nay  indifpenfably  requifite,  and  in  fpite 
•LV-  of  his  great  necefTities,  brought  almoft  to  a  happy 
1641.  conclufion.  It  is  now  full  time  to  free  him  from  all 
thefe  neceflities,  and  to  apply  cordials  and  lenitives, 
after  thofe  feverities,  which  have  already  had  their 
full  courfe  againft  him.  Never  was  fovereign  bleflf- 
ed  with  more  moderation  of  temper,  with  more 
juftice,  more  humanity,  more  honour,  or  a  more 
gentle  difpofition.  What  pity  that  fuch  a  prince 
mould  fo  long  have  been  haraned  with  rigours,  fuf- 
picions,  calumnies,  complaints,  encroachments  ;  and 
been  forced  from  that  path  in  which  the  rectitude 
of  his  principles  would  have  inclined  him-  to  have 
conflantly  trod  !  If  fome  few  inftances  are  found  of 
violations  made  on  the  petition  of  right,  which  he 
himfelf  had  granted  ;  there  is  an  eafier  and  more 
natural  way  for  preventing  the  return  of  like  incon- 
veniemies,  than  by  a  total  abolition  of  royal  autho- 
rity. Let  the  revenue  be  fettled,  fuitably  to  the  an- 
cient dignity  and  fplendour  of  the  crown ;  let  the 
public  neceflities  be  fully  fupplied  ;  let  the  remaining 
articles  of  prerogative  be  left  untouched  ;  and  the 
kinc^v  as  he  has  already  loft  the  pov.  er,  will  lay  afide 
the  will.,  of  invading  the  constitution.  From  what 
quarter  can  jealoufies  now  arife  ?  What  farther  fe- 
curity  can  be  defired  or  expeded  ?  The  king's  pre- 
ceding concefiions,  fo  far  from  being  infufTicient  for 
public  fecurity,  have  rather  erred  on  the  other  ex- 
treme ;  and,  by  depriving  him  of  all  power  of  felfr 
defence,  are  the  real  caufe  why  the  commons  are 
emboldened  to  raife  pretenfions  hitherto  unheard  of 
in  the  kingdom,  and  to  fubvert  the  whole  fyflem 
of  the  confutation.  But  would  they  be  content 
with  moderate  advantages,  is  it  not  evident  that, 
befides  other  important  concefiions,  the  prefent 
parliament  may  be  continued,  till  the  government 
be  accuitomcd  to  the  new  track,  and  every  part  be 
reilorcd  to  full  harmony  ynd  concord  ?  By  the  tri- 
ennial acl:  a  perpetual  fuccdlion  of  parliaments  is 
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eftablifhed,  as  everlafting  guardians  to  the.  laws,  chap. 
while  the  king  poflefTes  no  independent  power  or  LV- 
military  force,  by  which  he  can  be  fupported  in  his  l64I. 
invafion  of  them.  No  danger  remains,  but  what 
is  infeparable  from  all  free  conftitutions,  and  what 
forms  the  very  effence  of  their  freedom  :  The  danger 
of  a  change  in  the  people's  difpofition,  and  of  gene- 
ral difguft,  contracted  againft  popular  privileges. 
To  prevent  fuch  an  evil,  no  expedient  is  more  pro- 
per, than  to  contain  ourfelves  within  the  bounds  of 
moderation,  and  to  confider  that  all  extremes,  na- 
turally and  infallibly,  beget  each  other.  In  the 
fame  manner  as  the  paft  ufurpations  of  the  crown, 
however  excufable  on  account  of  the  neceffity  or 
provocations  whence  they  arofe,  have  excited  an 
immeafurable  appetite  for  liberty ;  let  us  beware, 
left  our  encroachments,  by  introducing  anarchy, 
make  the  people  feek  fhelter  under  the  peaceable 
and  defpotic  rule  of  a  monarch.  Authority,  as  well 
as  liberty,  is  requifite  to  government ;  and  is  even 
requifite  to  the  fupport  of  liberty  itfelf,  by  main- 
taining the  laws,  which  can  alone  regulate  and  pro- 
tect iw  What  madnefs,  while  every  thing  is  fo 
happily  fettled  under  ancient  forms  and  inliitutions, 
now  more  exactly  poifed  and  adjufted,  to  try  the 
hazardous  experiment  of  a  new  ccnititution,  and 
renounce  the  mature  wifdom  of  our  anceftors  for  the 
crude  whimfies  of  turbulent  innovators  !  Befides  the 
certain  and  inconceivable  mifchiefs  of  civil  war  ;  are 
not  the  perils  apparent,  which  the  delicate  frame  of 
liberty  mud  inevitably  fuftain  amidft  the  furious 
mock  of  arms  ?  Whichever  fide  prevails,  JJje  can 
fcarcely  hope  to  remain  inviolate,  and  may  fuffer  ,no 
lefs,  or  rather  greater  injuries  from  the  boundlefs 
pretenfions  of  forces  engaged  in  her  caufe,  than 
from  the  mvafion  of  enraged  troops,  injifted  on  the 
fide  of  monarchy. 

The  king,  upon  his  return  from  Scotland,  was  25  Nov. 
received  in  London  with  the  fhouts  and  acclama- 
G  g  4  tions 
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tions  of  the  people,  and  with  every  demonftration 
of  regard  and  affection1.  Sir  Richard  Gournay, 
i^TT'  lord  mayor,  a  man  of  moderation  and  authority, 
had  promoted  thefe  favourable  difpofitions,  and  had 
engaged  the  populace,  who  fo  lately  infulted  the 
king,  and  who  fo  foon  after  made  furious  war  upon 
him,  to  give  him  thefe  marks  of  their  dutiful  at- 
tachment. But  all  the  pleafure  which  Charles 
reaped  from  this  joyous  reception,  was  foon  damped 
by  the  remonflrance  of  the  commons,  which  was 
presented  him,  together  with  a  petition  of  a  like 
flrain.  The  bad  counfels  which  he  followed  are 
there  complained  of;  his  concurrence  in  the  Irifh 
rebellion  plainly  infinuated  ;  the  fcheme  laid  for  the 
introduction  of  popery  and  fuperftition  inveighed 
againfl ;  and,  as  a  remedy  for  all  thefe  evils,  he  is 
defired  to  entruft  every  office  and  command  to  per- 
fons  in  whom  his  parliament  mould  have  caufe  to 
confide".  By  this  phrafe,  which  is  fo  often  re- 
peated in  all  the  memorials  and  addrelfes  of  that 
time,  the  commons  meant  themfelves  and  their  ad- 
herents. 

As  foon  as  the  remonflrance  of  the  commons  was 
publifhed,  the  king  difperfed  an  anfwer  to  it.  In 
this  contefl  he  lay  under  great  difadvantages.  Not 
only  the  ears  of  the  people  were  extremely  preju- 
diced againfl  him ;  the  belt  topics,  upon  which  he 
could  juflify,  at  lead  apologife  for  his  former  con- 
duel:,  were  fuch  as  it  was  not  fafe  or  prudent  for 
him  at  this  time  to  employ.  So  high  was  the  na- 
tional idolatry  towards  parliaments,  that  to  blame 
the  part  conduct  of , thefe  affemblies,  would  have 
been  very  ill  received  by  the  generality  of  the  peo- 
ple. So  loud  were  the  complaints  againfl  regal 
usurpations,  that,  had  the  king  afferted  the  prero- 
gative of"  fupplying,  by  his  own  authority,  the  defi- 
dences  in  government,  arifmg  from  the  obflinacy 

1  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  439. 

o  Idem,  ibid.   p.  437.    Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  692. 
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of  the  commons,  he  would  have  increafed  the  cla-  C  H  A  p, 
mours  with  which  the  whole  nation  already  re-  .^X*, 
founded.  Charles,  therefore,  contented  himfelf  1641. ' 
with  obferving  in  general,  that  even  during  that 
period  fo  much  complained  of,  the  people  enjoyed 
a  great  meafure  of  happinefs,  not  only  compara- 
tively, in  refpecc  of  their  neighbours,  but  even  in 
refpecl:  of  thofe  times  which  were  juftly  accounted 
the  molt  fortunate.  He  made  warm  protections 
of  fmcerity  in  the  reformed  religion ;  he  promifed 
indulgence  to  tender  ccnfciences  with  regard  to  the 
ceremonies  of  the  church  ;  he  mentioned  his  great 
conceffions  to  national  liberty ;  he  blamed  the  in- 
famous libels  every-where  difperfed  againft  his  per- 
fon  and  the  national  religion  ;  he  complained  of  the 
general  reproaches  thrown  out  in  the  remonftrance, 
with  regard  to  ill  counfels,  though  he  had  protected 
no  minifter  from  parliamentary  juftice,  retained  no 
unpopular  fervant,  and  conferred  offices  on  no  one 
who  enjoyed  not  a  high  character  and  eflimation  in 
the  public.  "■  If,  notwithftanding  this,"  he  adds, 
"  any  malignant  party  mall  take  heart,  and  be  will- 
"  ing  to  facrifice  the  peace  and  happinefs  of  their 
"  country  to  their  own  fmifter  ends  and  ambition, 
"  under  whatever  pretence  of  religion  and  con- 
"  fcience ;  if  they  mall  endeavour  to  lefTen  my  re- 
"  putation  and  intereft,  and  to  weaken  my  lawful 
"  power  and  authority ;  if  they  mall  attempt,  by 
"  discountenancing  the  prefent  laws,  to  loofen  the 
"  bands  of  government,  that  all  diforder  and  con- 
"  fufion  may  break  in  upon  us ;  I  doubt  not  but 
"  God  in  his  good  time  will  difcover  them  to 
"  me,  and  that  the  wifdom  and  courage  of  my 
"  high  court  of  parliament  will  join  with  me  in 
6t  their  fupprefiion  and  pimifhment xv."     Nothing 

w  Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  748. 
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chap,  mows  more  evidently  the  hard  fituation  in  which 
Charles  was  placed,  than  to  obferve,  that  he  was 
1641.  obliged  to  confine  himfelf  within  the  limits  of  civi- 
lity towards  fubjects  who  had  tranfgreiTed  all  bounds 
of  regard,  and  even  of  good  manners,  in  the  treat- 
ment of  their  fovereign. 

The  firft  inflance  of  thofe  parliamentary  en- 
croachments which  Charles  was  now  to  look  for, 
was,  the  bill  for  preffing  foldiers  to  the  fervice  of 
Ireland.  This  bill  quickly  palled  the  lower  houfe. 
In  the  preamble,  the  king's  power  of  preffing,  a 
power  exercifed  during  all  former  times,  was  de- 
clared illegal,  and  contrary  to  the  liberty  of  the 
fubjecL  By  a  neceffary  confequence,  the  preroga- 
tive which  the  crown  had  ever  aiTumed  of  obliging 
men  to  accept  of  any  branch  of  public  fervice,  was 
abolifhsd  and  annihilated  :  A  prerogative,  it  mufl 
be  owned,  not  very  compatible  with  a  limited 
monarchy.  In  order  to  elude  this  law,  the  king 
offered  to  raife  10,000  volunteers  for  the  Irifh  fer- 
vice :  But  the  commons  were  afraid  left  fuch  an 
army  fhould  be  too  much  at  his  devotion.  Charles, 
flill  unwilling  to  fubmit  to  fo  considerable  a  dimi- 
nution of  power,  came  to  the  houfe  of  peers,  and 
offered  to  pafs  the  law  without  the  preamble ;  by 
which  means,  he  faid,  that  ill-timed  queftion  with 
regard  to  the  prerogative  would  for  the  prefent  be 
avoided,  and  the  pretentions  of  each  party  be  left 
entire.  Both  houfes  took  fire  at  this  meafure, 
which,  from  a  fimilar  inftance  while  the  bill  of  at- 
tainder againft  Strafford  was  in  dependence,  Charles 
might  forefee  would  be  received  with  refentment. 
The  lords,  as  well  as  commons,  paffed  a  vote,  de- 
claring it  to  be  a  high  breach  of  privilege  for  the 
king  to  take  notice  of  any  bill  which  was  in  agita- 
tion in  either  of  the  houfes,  or  to  exprefs  his  fenti- 
ments  with  regard  to  it,  before  it  be  crefented  to 

him 
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him  for  his  aflent  in  a  parliamentary  manner.    The  chap. 
king  was  obliged  to  compofe   all   matters  by  an       LV- 
apology  *.  ^,641/ 

The  general  quefbon,  we  may  obferve,  with  re- 
gard to  privileges  of  parliament,  has  always  been, 
and  dill  continues,  one  of  the  greateft  myfteries  in 
the  Englilh  conftitution;  and,  in  fome  refpecls,  not- 
withstanding the  accurate  genius  of  that  govern- 
ment, thefe  privileges  are  at  prefent  as  undeter- 
mined as  were  formerly  the  prerogatives  of  the 
crown.  Such  privileges  as  are  founded  on  long 
precedent  cannot  be  controverted  :  But  though  it 
were  certain  that  former  kings  had  not,  in  any  in- 
stance, taken  notice  of  bills  lying  before  the  houfes 
(which  yet  appears  to  have  been  very  common),  it 
follows  not,  merely  from  their  never  exerting  fuch 
a  power,  that  they  had  renounced  it,  or  never  were 
poiTeffed  of  it.  Such  privileges  alfo  as  are  eifential 
to  all  free  aflemblies  which  deliberate,  they  may  be 
allowed  to  aflume,  whatever  precedents  may  pre- 
vail :  But  though  the  king's  interpofnion,  by  an 
offer  or  advice,  does  in  fome  degree  overawe  or 
reftrain  liberty  ;  it  may  be  doubted  whether  it  im- 
pofes  fuch  evident  violence  as  to  entitle  the  parlia- 
ment, without  any  other  authority  or  conceflion,  to 
claim  the  privilege  of  excluding  it.  But  this  was 
the  favourable  time  for  extending  privileges  ;  and 
had  none  more  exorbitant  or  unreafonable  been 
challenged,  few  bad  confequences  had  followed. 
The  eitablimment  of  this  rule,  it  is  certain,  contri- 
butes to  the  order  and  regularity,  as  well  as  free- 
dom, of  parliamentary  proceedings. 

The  interpofnion  of  peers  in  the  election  of  com- 
moners was  likewife  about  this  time  declared  a 
breach  of  privilege  ;  and  continues  ever  fmce  to  be 
condemned  by  votes  of  the  commons,  and  univer- 
sally practifed  throughout  the  nation. 

*  Ru.nwor'h,  vol.  v.  p.  457,  4j8,  &c.  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  327. 
Jtelfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  738.  750,  751,  &c. 
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°  lv  P"  a  J VEKY  meafure  purfued  hy  the  commons,  and. 

*— ^~,  itill  more,  every  attempt  made  by  their  partisans, 
1641.  were  full  of  the  moft  inveterate  hatred  acrainft  the 
hierarchy,  and  fhowed  a  determined  refolution  of 
fubverting  the  whole  ecclefiaflical  eflablifhment.  Be- 
fides  numberlefs  vexations  and  perfecutions  which 
the  clergy  underwent  from  the  arbitrary  power  of 
the  lower  houfe,  the  peers,  while  the  king  was  in 
bcotland,  having  paffed  an  order  for  the  obiervance 
of  the  laws  with  regard  to  public  wormip,  the  com- 
mons aflumed  fuch  authority,  that,  by  a  vote  alone 
of  their  houfe,  they  fufpended  thofe  laws,  though 
enacTed  by  the  whole  legislature:  And  thev  parti- 
cularly  forbade  bowing  at  the  name  of  Jefus  •  a 
pradice  which  gave  them  the  higheft  fcandal,  and 

T1C\  **  °ne  of  their  caPitaI  objections  againft 
the  eftabhflied  religion  r.    They  complained  of  the 
fang  i 5  filling  five  vacant  fees,  and  confidered  it  as 
an  infult  upon  them,  that  he  mould  complete  and 
itrengthen  an  order,  which  they  intended  foon  en- 
tirely to  abolifh  \  They  had  accufed  thirteen  bimops 
or  high  treafon,  for  enacting  canons  without  con- 
tent of  parliament3,  though  from  the  foundation  of 
the  monarchy  no  other  method  had  ever  been  prac- 
ticed :    And  they  now  infilled  that  the  peers,  upon 
this  general  accufation,  mould  fequefter  thofe  bimops 
from  their  feats  in  parliament,  and  commit  them  to 
prifon.      Iheir  bill   for  taking  awav  the  bimops 
votes  had  lad  winter  been  rejeded  by  the  peers  • 
But  they  again  introduced  the  fame  bill,  thou-h  no 
prorogation  had  intervened;  and  they  endeavoured, 
by  fome  minute  alterations,  to  elude  that  rule  of 
parliament  which  oppofed  them.     And  when  thev 
fent  up  this  bill  to  the  lords,  thev  made  a  demand, 
the  moft  abfurd  in  the  world,  that  the  bifhops,  be- 
ing all  of  them  parties,  mould  be  refufed  a  vote 


y  Rulhworth,  vol.  r.  P.  38jl  336.    jfelfon,  voUi#      a8u 
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with  regard  to  that  queftion  b.    After  the  refolution  c  ha  p- 
was  once  formed  by  the  commons,  of  invading  the  ._    y_  _ 
eftablifhed  government  of  church  and  ftate,  it  could      1641. 
not  be  expected  that  their  proceedings,  in  fuch  a 
violent  attempt,  would  thenceforth  be  altogether  re- 
gular and  equitable  :  But  it  muft  be  confeffed,  that, 
in  their  attack  on  the  hierarchy,    they  ftill  more 
openly  paffed  all  bounds  of  moderation ;    as  fup- 
pofing,  no  doubt,  that  the  facrednefs   of  the  caufe 
would  fufuciemiy  atone  for  employing  means  the 
moil  irregular  and  unprecedented.     This  principle, 
which  prevails  fo   much  among  zealots,  never  dis- 
played itfelf  fo  openly  as  during  the  tranfactions  of 
this  whole  period. 

But,  notwithftanding  thefe  efforts  of  the  com- 
mons, they  could  not  expect,  the  concurrence  of  the 
upper  houfe,  either  to  this  law,  or  to  any  other 
which  they  mould  introduce  for  the  farther  limita- 
tion of  royal  authority.  The  majority  of  the  peers 
adhered  to  the  king,  and  plainly  forefaw  the  depref- 
fion  of  nobility,  as  a  neceffary  confequence  of  popu- 
lar ufurpations  on  the  crown.  The  infolence,  in- 
deed, of  the  commons,  and  their  haughty  treatment 
of  the  lords,  had  already  rifen  to  a  great  height,  and 
gave  fufficient  warning  of  their  future  attempts  upon 
that  order.  They  muttered  fomewhat  of  their  re- 
gret that  they  mould  be  obliged  to  fave  the  king- 
dom alone,  and  that  the  houfe  of  peers  would  have 
no  part  in  the  honour.  Nay,  they  went  fo  far  as 
openly  to  tell  the  lords,  "  That  they  themfelves 
"  were  the  reprefentative  body  of  the  whole  king- 
"  dom,  and  that  the  peers  were  nothing  but  indi- 
"  viduals,  who  held  their  feats  in  a  particular  ca- 
*£  pacity  :  And  therefore,  if  their  lordlhips  will  not 
"  confent  to  the  palling  of  acts  necefTary  for  the 
"  prefervation  of  the  people,  the  commons,  together 
*s  with  fuch  of  the  lords  as  are  more  fenfible  of  the 

b  Cfcrendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  3WfJ 
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p-  <c  danger,  muft  join  together,  and  reprefent  the  mat- 


"  ter  to  his  majefty  c."  So  violent  was  the  demo- 
1641.  cratical,  enthufiaftic  fpirit  diffufed  throughout  the 
nation,  that  a  total  confufion  of  all  rank  and  order 
was  juflly  to  be  apprehended  ;  and  the  wonder  was 
not,  that  the  majority  of  the  nobles  mould  feek 
fhelter  under  the  throne,  but  that  any  of  them  fhould 
venture  to  defert  it.  But  the  tide  of  popularity 
feized  many,  and  carried  them  wide  of  the  moll 
eftablifhed  maxims  of  civil  policy.  Among  the 
opponents  of  the  king  are  ranked  the  earl  of  Nor- 
thumberland, lord  admiral,  a  man  of  the  firft  family 
and  fortune,  and  endowed  with  that  dignified  pride 
which  fo  well  became  his  rank  and  ftation :  The 
earl  of  EiTex,  who  inherited  all  his  father's  popu- 
larity, and  having  from  his  early  youth  fought  re- 
nown in  arms,  united  to  a  middling  capacity  that 
rigid  inflexibility  of  honour  which  forms  the  proper 
ornament  of  a  nobleman  and  a  foldier :  Lord  Kim- 
bolton,  foon  after  earl  of  Manchefler,  a  perfon  dif- 
tinguimed  by  humanity,  generofity,  affability,  and 
every  amiable  virtue.  Thefe  men,  finding  that 
their  credit  ran  high  with  the  nation,  ventured  to 
encourage  thofe  popular  diforders,  which  they  vainly 
imagined,  they  pofTefied  authority  fufficient  to  re- 
gulate and  control. 

In  order  to  obtain  a  majority  in  the  upper  houfe, 
the  commons  had  recourfe  to  the  populace,  who  on 
other  occafions  had  done  them  fuch  important  fer- 
vice.  Amidft  the  greateft  fecurity,  they  afiefted 
continual  fears  of  deftru&ion  to  themfelves  and  the 
nation,  and  feemed  to  quake  at  every  breath  or 
rumour  of  danger.  They  again  excited  the  people 
by  never-ceafing  inquiries  after  confpiracies,  by  re- 
ports of  infurreclions,  by  feigned  intelligence  of  in- 
vafions  from  abroad,  by  difcoveries  of  dangerous 
combinations  at  home  among  papifts  and  their  adr 

c  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  415. 
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herents.  When  Charles  difmiifed  the  guard  which  chap. 
they  had  ordered  during  his  abfence,  they  complain-  v  v_'  , 
ed ;  and,  upon  his  promifing  them  a  new  guard,  1641. 
under  the  command  of  the  earl  of  Lindefey,  they 
abfolutely  refufed  the  offer,  and  were  well  pleafed  to 
infinuate,  by  this  inftance  of  jealoufy,  that  their  dan- 
ger chiefly  arofe  from  the  king  himfelf  d.  They 
ordered  halberts  to  be  brought  into  the  hall  where 
they  aflembled,  and  thus  armed  themf elves  againft 
thofe  confpiracies  with  which  they  pretended  they  . 
were  hourly  threatened.  All  {lories  of  plots,  how- 
ever ridiculous,  were  willingly  attended  to,  and  were 
difperfed  among  the  multitude,  to  whofe  capacity 
they  were  well  adapted.  Beale,  a  taylor,  informed 
the  commons,  that,  walking  in  the  fields,  he  had 
hearkened  to  the  difcourfe  of  certain  perfons  un- 
known to  him,  and  had  heard  them  talk  of  a  moft 
dangerous  confpiracy.  A  hundred  and  eight  ruf- 
fians, as  he  learned,  had  been  appointed  to  murder 
a  hundred  and  eight  lords  and  commoners,  and  were 
promifed  rewards  for  thefe  affaffinations,  ten  pounds 
for  each  lord,  forty  millings  for  each  commoner. 
Upon  this  notable  intelligence,  orders  were  iffued 
for  feizing  priefls  and  jefuits,  a  conference  was  de- 
fired  with  the  lords,  and  the  deputy-lieutenants  of 
lbme  fufpecled  counties  were  ordered  to  put  the 
people  in  a  pofture  of  defence e. 

The  pulpits  likewife  were  called  in  aid,  and  re- 
founded  with  the  dangers  which  threatened  religion, 
from  the  defperate  attempts  of  papifls  and  malig- 
nants.  Multitudes  flocked  towards  Weftminfter,  and 
infulted  the  prelates  and  fuch  of  the  lords  as  ad- 
hered to  the  crown.  The  peers  voted  a  declaration 
againft  thofe  tumults,  and  lent  it  to  the  lower  houfe ; 
but  thefe  refufed  their  concurrence f.     Some  fedi- 

J  Journ.  30th  Nov.  1641.     N^fon,  vol.  ii.  p.  68  8. 
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tious  apprentices,  being  feized  and  committed  to 
prifon,  immediately  received  their  liberty,  bv  an 
order  of  the  commons'.  The  fteriffs  and  ffifed 
having  appointed  conftables  with  ftrong  watches  to 
guard  the  parliament,  the  commons  fent  for  the 
conftables,  and  required  them  to  difcharge  the 
watches,  convened  the  juftices,  voted  their  orders  a 
breach  of  privilege,  and  fent  one  of  them  to  the 
Tower  h.  Encouraged  by  thefe  intimations  of  their 
pleafure,  the  populace  crowded  about  Whitehall, 
and  threw  out  infolent  menaces  againfl  Charles  him! 
ielf.  Several  reduced  officers  and  young  gentlemen 
of  the  inns  of  court,  during  this  time  of  diforder  and 
danger,  offered  their  fervice  to  the  king.  Between 
tnem  and  the  populace  there  paffed  frequent  ik£- 
mifhes,  which  ended  not  without  bloodfhed.  By 
way  of  reproach  thefe  gentlemen  gave  the  rabble 
the  appellation  of  Roundheads,  on  account  of  the 
lhort  cropt  hair  which  they  wore  :  Thefe  called  the 
others  Cavaliers.  And  thus  the  nation,  which 
was  before  fufficiently  provided  with  religious  as 
well  as  civil  caufes  of  quarrel,  was  alfo  fuoplied 
with  party-names,  under  which  the  factions  might 
rendezvous,  and  flgnalife  their  mutual  hatred  * 

Meanwhile  the  tumults  ftill  continued,  and 
even  increafed  about  Weftminfter  and  Whitehall. 
The  cry  inceffantly  refounded  againfl  hi/hops  and 
rotten-hearted  lordsK  The  former  efpeciallv,  be- 
mg  diftinguifhable  by  their  habit,  and  being  the 
object  of  violent  hatred  to  all  the  fectaries,  were 
expofed  to  the  mod  dangerous  infults ».  Wrilliams 
now  created  archbifhop  of  York,  having  been  abufed* 
by  the  populace,  nattily  called  a  meeting  of  his 
Dec  27.  brethren.  By  his  advice  a  protection  was  drawn, 
and  addreited  to  the  king  and  the  houfe  of  lords. 

. t  Kalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  784.  l9z.  *  Ibid.  p.  79z.    Journ.  a7th, 

88th,  and  29ta  of  December  1641.        "  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  o   3<o 
*  Idem,  ibid.  p.  i36.  1  Dugdale,  p.  ;8. 
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The  bifhops  there  fet  forth,  that  though  they  had  an  C  H  A  p. 
Undoubted  right  to  fit  and  vote  in  parliament,  yet,       Lv- 
in  coming  thither,  they  had  been  menaced,  aflault-      l64n 
ed,  affronted,  by  the  unruly  multitude,  and  could 
no  longer  with  fafety  attend  their  duty  in  the  houfe. 
For  this  reafon  they  protefted  againfl  all  laws,  votes, 
and  refolutions,  as  null  and  invalid,  which  mould 
pafs  during  the  time  of  their  conftrained  abfence. 
This    proteftation,  which,    though  juft  and  legal, 
was  certainly  ill-timed,  was  figned  by  twelve  bifhops, 
and   communicated  to    the  king,  who  haftily  ap- 
proved of  it.     As  foon  as  it  was  prefented  to  the 
lords,  that  houfe  defired  a  conference  with  the  com- 
mons, whom  they  informed  of  this  unexpected  pro- 
tection.   The  opportunity  was  feized  with  joy  and 
triumph.      An  impeachment  of  high  treafon  was  imp^a  h 
immediately  fent  up  againfl  the  bifhops,  as  endea-  ment  of 
vouring  to  fubvert  the  fundamental  laws,  and  to  in-  j£e  bl" 
validate  the  authority  of  the  legiflature f.     They 
were,  on  the  firft  demand,  fequeflrated  from  parlia- 
ment,   and  committed   to  cuflody.      No  man,  in 
either  houfe,  ventured  to  fpeak  a  word  in  their  vin- 
dication ;   fo  much  difpleafed  was  every  one  at  the 
egregious   imprudence    of   which    they   had    been 
guilty.    One  perfon  alone  faid,  that  he  did  not  be- 
lieve them  guilty  of  high  treafon ;    but  that  they 
were  ftark  mad,  and  therefore  defired  they  mifht 
be  fent  to  bedlam  "'. 

A  few  days  after,  the  king  was  betrayed  into  164*. 
another  indifcretion,  much  more  fatal  :  An  indif- 
cretion,  to  which  all  the  enfuing  diforders  and  civil 
wars  ought  immediately  and  direclly  to  be  afcribed. 
This  was  the  impeachment  of  lord  Kimbolton  and 
the  five  members. 

When  the  commons  employed,  in  their  remon- 
{trance,  language  fo  fevere  and  indecent,  they  had 

ra  Whitlocke*  p.  51.     Rufhworth,  v_I.  v.  p.  4.CC,     Nalfon,  vol. 
ii.  p.  794.  «>  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  355. 

Vol.  VI.  H  h  not 


466  HISTORY   OF   GREAT    BRITAIN. 

CHAP,  not  been  actuated  entirely  by  infolence  and  paffion  : 
LV/  Their  views  were  more  folid  and  profound.  They 
1642.  confidered,  that,  in  a  violent  attempt,  fuch  as  an  in- 
vafion  of  the  ancient  conftitution,  the  more  leifure 
was  afforded  the  people  to  reflect,  the  lefs  would 
they  be  inclined  to  fecond  that  rafh  and  dangerous 
enterprife  ;  that  the  peers  would  certainly  refufe 
their  concurrence,  nor  were  there  any  hopes  of  pre- 
vailing on  them,  but  by  inftigating  the  populace  to 
tumult  and  diforder ;  that  the  employing  of  fuch 
odious  means  for  fo  invidious  an  end,  would,  at 
long-run,  lofe  them  all  their  popularity,  and  Jturn 
the  tide  of  favour  to  the  contrary  party ;  and  that, 
if  the  king  only  remained  in  tranquillity,  and  cau- 
tioufly  eluded  the  firft  violence  of  the  tempeft,  he 
would,  in  the  end,  certainly  prevail,  and  be  able  at 
leaft  to  preferve  the  ancient  laws  and  conftitution. 
They  were  therefore  refolved,  if  poffible,  to  excite 
him  to  fome  violent  paffion ;  in  hopes  that  he 
would  commit  indifcretions,  of  which  they  might 
make  advantage. 

It  was  not  long  before  they  fucceeded  beyond 
their  fondeft  wifhes.  Charles  was  enraged  to  find 
that  all  his  conceffions  but  increafed  their  demands ; 
that  the  people,  who  were  returning  to  a  fenfe  of 
duty  towards  him,  were  again  roufed  to  fedition 
and  tumults ;  that  the  blacked  calumnies  were 
propagated  againft  him,  and  even  the  Iriffi  maf- 
iacre  afcribed  to  his  counfels  and  machinations,  and 
that  a  method  of  addrefs  was  adopted  not  only  un- 
fuitable  towards  fo  great  a  prince,  but  which  no 
private  gentleman  could  bear  without  refentment. 
"When  he  confidered  all  thefe  increafmg  acts  of  in- 
folence in  the  commons,  he  was  apt  to  afcribe 
them,  in  a  great  meafure,  to  his  own  indolence 
and  facility.  The  queen  and  the  ladies  of  the  court 
farther  ftimulated  his  paffion,  and  reprefented,  that, 
if  he  exerted  the  vigour,  and  difplayed  the  majefty 
of  a  monarch,  the  daring  ufurpations  of  his  fub- 
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jects  would  fhrink  before  him.      Lord  Digby,   a  C  II  A  p. 

man  of  fine  parts,  but  full  of  levity,  and  hurried  , LV-  ^ 

on  by  precipitate  paffions,  fuggefled  like  counfels ;      j^,  ' 
and  Charles,  who,  though  commonly  moderate  in 
his  temper,  was  ever  difpofed  to  hafly  resolutions, 
gave  way  to  the  fatal  importunity  of  his  friends  and 
fervants  °. 

Herbert,  attorney  general,  appeared  in  the  Accufa- 
houfe  of  peers,  and,  in  his  majefly's  name,  entered  j-jy"  n\f  the 
an  accufation  of  high  treafon  againfl  lord  Kimbol-  bers. 
ton  and  five  commoners,  Hollis,  fir  Arthur  Hazle- 
rig,  Hambden,  Pym,  and  Strode.  The  articles 
were,  That  they  had  traiteroufly  endeavoured  to 
fubvert  the  fundamental  laws  and  government  of 
the  kingdom,  to  deprive  the  king  of  his  regal 
power,  and  to  impofe  on  his  fubjects  an  arbitrary 
and  tyrannical  authority;  that  they  had  endea- 
voured, by  many  foul  afperfions  on  his  majefly  and 
his  government,  to  alienate  the  affections  of  his 
people,  and  make  him  odious  to  them  ;  that  they 
had  attempted  to  draw  his  late  army  to  difobedience 
of  his  royal  commands,  and  to  fide  with  them  in 
their  traiterous  defigns ;  that  they  had  invited  and 
encouraged  a  foreign  power  to  invade  the  king- 
dom ;  that  they  had  aimed  at  fubverting  the  rights 
and  very  being  of  parliament  j  that,  in  order  to 
complete  their  traiterous  defigns,  they  had  endea- 
voured, as  far  as  in  them  lay,  by  force  and  terror, 
to  compel  the  parliament  to  join  with  them,  and, 
to  that  end,  had  actually  raifed  and  countenanced 
tumults  againfl  the  king  and  parliament ;  and  that 
they  had  traiteroufly  confpired  to  levy,  and  actually 
had  levied,  war  againfl  the  king  p. 

The  whole  world  flood  amazed  at  this  import- 
ant accufation,  fo  fuddenly  entered  upon,  without 
concert,  deliberation,  or  reflection.     Some  of  thefe 

•  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  360. 

P  Whitlocke,  p.  50.    Rulh worth,  vol.  Y.  p.  473.    Nalfon,  vol.  ii. 
p.  811,    Franklyn,  p.  906. 
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c  ha  p.  articles  of  accufation,  men  faid,  to  judge  by  ap- 
\__  -  -  _»  pearance,  feem  to  be  common  between  the  im- 
1642.  peached  members  and  the  parliament;  nor  did 
thefe  perfons  appear  any  farther  active  in  the  enter- 
prifes  of  which  they  were  accufed,  than  fo  far  as 
they  concurred  with  the  majority  in  their  votes 
and  fpeeches.  Though  proofs  might,  perhaps,  be 
produced,  of  their  privately  inviting  the  Scots  to 
invade  England ;  how  could  fuch  an  attempt  be 
confidered  as  treafon,  after  the  act.  of  oblivion  which 
had  paiTed,  and  after  that  both  houfes,  with  the  king's 
concurrence,  had  voted  that  nation  three  hundred 
thoufand  pounds  for  their  brotherly  amTcance! 
'While  the  houfe  of  peers  are  fcarcely  able  to  main- 
tain their  independency,  or  to  reject,  the  bills  fent 
them  by  the  commons ;  will  they  ever  be  permitted 
by  the  populace,  fuppofing  them  inclined,  to  pafs 
a  fentence,  which  muff  totally  fubdue  the  lower 
houfe,  and  put  an  end  to  their  ambitious  under- 
takings ?  Thefe  five  members,  at  leafl  Pym,  Hamb- 
den,  and  Hollis,  are  the  very  heads  of  the  popular 
party ;  and  if  thefe  be  taken  off,  what  fate  muft  be 
expected  by  their  followers,  who  are  many  of  them 
accomplices  in  the  fame  treafon  ?  The  punifhment 
of  leaders  is  ever  the  iaft  triumph  over  a  broken 
and  routed  party ;  but  furely  was  never  before  at- 
tempted, in  oppofition  to  a  faction,  during  the  full 
tide  of  its  power  and  fuccefs. 

But  men  had  not  leifure  to  wonder  at  the  indif- 
cretion  of  this  meafure :  Their  aftonifhment  was 
excited  by  new  attempts,  flill  more  precipitate  and 
imprudent.  A  ferjeant  at  arms,  in  the  king's 
name,  demanded  of  the  houfe  the  five  members ; 
and  was  fent  back  without  any  pofitive  anfwer. 
Meflengers  were  employed  to  fearch  for  them  and 
arrefl  them.  Their  trunks,  chambers,  and  itudiesT 
were  fealed  and  locked.  The  houfe  voted  all  thefe 
ads  of  violence  to  be  breaches  of  privilege,  and 
commanded  every  one  to  defend  the  liberty  of  the 
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members  %     The  king,  irritated  by  all  this  oppo- 
sition, refolved  next  day  to  come  in  perfon  to  the 
houfe,  with  an  intention  to  demand,  perhaps  feize  '    "^T" 
in  their  prefence,  the  perfons  whom  he  had  accufed. 
This  refolution  was  difcoveredto  the  countefs  of 
Carliile,  fitter  to  Northumberland,  a  lady  of  fpirit, 
wit,  and  intrigue  \     She  privately  fent  intelligence 
to  the  five  members ;    and  they  had  time  to  with- 
draw, a  moment  before  the  king  entered.     He  was 
accompanied  by  his  ordinary  retinue  to  the  number 
of  above  two  hundred,  armed  as  ufual,  ibme  with 
halberts,  fome    with   walking  fvvords.    ?The  king 
left  them  at  the  door,  and  he   himfelf  advanced 
alone  through  the  hall  ;  while  all  the  members  rofe 
to  receive  him.     The  fpeaker  withdrew  from  his 
chair,  and  the  king  took  poflenjon  of    it.      The 
fpeech  which  he  made  was  as  follows  :    "  Gentle- 
6  men,   I  am  forry  for  this  occafion  of  coming  to 
*  you.      Yefterday,  I  fent  a  ferjeant  at   arms,  to 
c  demand  fome,  who,  by  my  order,  were  accufed 
;  of  high  treafon.     Inftead  of  obedience,  I  received 
'  a  mefiage.      I  mufl  here  declare  to   you,  that, 
6  though  no  king  that  ever  was  in  England  could 
c  be  more  careful  of  your  privileges  than  I  mail  be, 
'  vet  in  cafes  of  treafon  no  perfon  has  privilege, 
;  Therefore,  am  I  come  to  tell  you,  that  I  mufl: 
:  have  thefe   men  wherefoever  I  can  find   them. 
:  Well,  fince  I  fee  all  the  birds  are  flown,  I  do  ex- 
:  peel  that  you  will  fend  them  to  me  as  foon  as 
:  they  return.     But  I  aifure  you,  on  the  word  of 
;  a  king,  I  never  did  intend  any  force,  but  fhall  pro- 
;  ceed  againfl  them  in  a  fair  and  legal  way  :  For  I 
;  never  meant  any  other.     And  now  fmce  I  fee  I 
;  cannot  do  what  I  came  for,  I  think  this  is  no  un- 
'  fit  occafion  to  repeat  what  I  have  faid  formerly,  that 
'-  whatever  I  have  done  in  favour  and  to  the  good  of 
¥.  my  fubjecls,  I  do  intend  to  maintain  it  %" 

1  Whitlocke,  p.  50.      Rufhwoith,  vcl.  y.  p.  474,  475. 

■*  Whitlocke,  p.  51.    Warwick,  p.  204.   -      s  Whitlocke,  p.  to.    - 
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When  the  king  was  looking  around  for  the  ac- 
cufed  members,  he  aiked  the  fpeaker,  who  flood 
7642.~r  below,  whether  any  of  thefe  perfons  were  in  the 
houfe  ?  The  fpeaker,  falling  on  his  knee,  prudently 
replied  :  "  I  have,  Sir,  neither  eyes  to  fee,  nor 
"  tongue  to  fpeak  in  this  place,  but  as  the  houfe  is 
"  pleafed  to  direcT  me,  whole  fervant  I  am.  And 
"  I  humbly  aik  pardon,  that  I  cannot  give  any 
"  other  anfwer  to  what  your  majefty  is  pleafed  to 
"  demand  of  me c." 

The  commons  were  in  the  utmoft  diforder ;  and, 
when  the  king  was  departing,  fome  members  cried 
aloud,  fo  as  he  might  hear  them,  Privilege  !  -privi- 
lege !  And  the  houfe  immediately  adjourned  till  next 
dayu. 

That  evening,  the  accufed  members,  to  fhcw 
the  greater  apprehenfion,  removed  into  the  city, 
which  was  their  fortrefs.  The  citizens  were  the 
whole  night  in  arms.  Some  people,  who  were  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpofe,  or  perhaps  actuated  by 
their  own  terrors,  ran  from  gate  to  gate,  crying  out, 
that  the  cavaliers  were  coming  to  burn  the  city,  and 
that  the  king  himfeif  was  at  their  head. 

Next  morning  Charles  fent  to  the  mayor,  and 
ordered  him  to  call  a  common-council  immediately. 
About  ten  o'clock,  he  himfeif,  attended  only  by 
three  or  four  lords,  went  to  Guildhall.  He  told 
the  common-council,  that  he  was  forry  to  hear  of 
the  apprehenfions  entertained  of  him ;  that  he  was 
come  to  them  without  any  guard,  in  order  to  fhow 
how  much  he  relied  on  their  affections ;  and  that  he 
had  accufed  certain  men  of  high-treafon,  againfl 
whom  he  would  proceed  in  a  legal  way,  and  there- 
fore prefumed  that  they  would  not  meet  with  pro- 
tection in  the  city.  After  many  other  gracious  ex- 
preliions,  he  told  one  of  the  fherifFs,  who  of  the  two 
was  thought  the  leail  inclined  to  his  fervice,  that  he 

1  Whitlocke,  p.  50.    May,  book  ii.  p.  10* 
«  Whitlocke,  p.  ji. 
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would  dine  with  him.     He  departed  the  hall  with-  CHAP, 
out  receiving  the  applaufe  which  he  expected.     In  ^__"_j 
palling  through  the  flreets,  he  heard  the  cry,  Pri-      164a. 
vikge  of  parliament  !  privilege   of  parliament  !     re- 
founding  from  all  quarters.     One  of  the  populace, 
more  iniblent  than  the  reft,  drew  nigh  to  his  coach, 
and  called  out  with  a  loud  voice,  To  your  tents,  0 
Ifrael !  the  words  employed  by  the  mutinous  Ifrael- 
ites,  when  they  abandoned  Rehoboam,  their  rafh 
and  ill-counfe'led  fovereign^. 

When  the  houfe  of  commons  met,  they  affected 
the  greateft  difmay  ;  and  adjourning  themfelves  for 
foine  days,  ordered  a  committee  to  lit  in  merchant- 
taylors  hall  in  the  city.  The  committee  made  an  ex- 
act, inquiry  into  all  circumftances  attending  the  king's 
entry  into  the  houfe  :  Every  paffionate  fpeech,  every 
menacing  geflure  of  any,  even  the  meaneft  of  his 
attendants,  was  recorded  and  aggravated.  An  in- 
tention of  offering  violence  to  the  parliament,  of 
feizing  the  accufed  members  in  the  very  houfe,  and 
of  murdering  all  who  mould  make  refinance,  was 
inferred.  And  that  unparalleled  breach  of  privilege, 
fo  it  was  called,  was  flill  afcribed  to  the  counfel  of 
papifes  and  their  adherents.  This  expreilion,  which 
then  recurred  every  moment  in  fpeeches  and  me- 
morials, and  which  at  prefent  is  fo  apt  to  excite 
laughter  in  the  reader,  begat  at  that  time  the  deep- 
eft  and  molt  real  confternation  throughout  the 
kingdom. 

A  letter  was  pretended  to  be  intercepted,  and 
was  communicated  to  the  committee,  who  pretended 
to  lay  great  Itrefs  upon  it.  One  catholic  there  con- 
gratulates another  on  the  accufation  of  the  members  ; 
and  reprefents  that  incident  as  a  branch  of  the  fame 
pious  contrivance,  which  had  excited  the  Iriffi  infur- 
reccion,  and  by  which  the  profane  heretics  would  foon 
be  exterminated  in  England  *. 

w  Rufh  worth,  vol.  v.  p.  479.    Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  $Ci. 
*  Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p-  836. 
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The  houfe  again  met ;  and  after  confirming  the 
votes  of  their  committee,  inftantly  adjourned,  as  if 
expofed  to  the  mod  imminent  perils  from  the  vio- 
lence of  their  enemies.  This  practice  they  conti- 
nued for  fome  time.  "When  the  people,  by  thefe 
affected  panics,  were  wrought  up  to  a  fufficient  de- 
gree of  rage  and  terror,  it  was  thought  proper,  that 
the  acculed  members  mould,  with  a  triumphant 
and  military  proceffion,  take  their  feats  in  the  houfe. 
The  river  was  covered  with  boats,  and  other  veffels, 
laden  with  fmall  pieces  of  ordnance,  and  prepared 
for  fight.  Skippon,  whom  the  parliament  had  ap- 
pointed, by  their  own  authority,  major-general  of 
Tumults,  the  city-militia y,  conducted  the  members,  at  the 
head  of  this  tumultuary  army,  to  Weftminfter-hall. 
And  when  the  populace,  by  land  and  by  water, 
palTed  Whitehall,  they  ftill  afked  with  infulting 
ihouts,  What  has  become  of  the  king  and  his  cava- 
liers ?    And  iv  hit  her  are  they  fled? 

The  king,  apprehenfive  of  danger  from  the  en-r 
raged  multitude,  had  retired  to  Hampton-court, 
delerted  by  all  the  world,  and  overwhelmed  with 
grief,  {name,  and  rernorfe,  for  the  fatal  meafures 
into  which  he  had  been  hurried.  His  dillrefied 
fituation  he  could  no  longer  afcribe  to  the  rigours 
of  deftiny,  or  the  malignity  of  enemies  :  His  own 
precipitancy  and  indifcretion  mufl  bear  the  blame 
of  whatever  dii'afters  Ihould  henceforth  befal  him. 
The  moft  faithful  of  his  adherents,  between  forrow 
and  indignation,  were  confounded  with  reflections 
on  what  had  happened,  and  what  was  likely  to  fol- 
low. Seeing  every  proipect  blafted,  faction  tri- 
umphant, the  discontented  populace  inflamed  to  a 
flegree  of  fury,  they  utterly  defpaired  of  fuccefs  in  a 
caufe  to  whofe  ruin  friends  and  enemies  feemecj 
equally  to  confpiro, 
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The  prudence  of  the  king,  in  his  conduct"  of  c  h  a  p, 
this  affair,  nobody  pretended  to  juflify.  The  lega-  Lv/ 
lity  of  his  proceedings  met  with  many  andjuft  apo-  ,jm, 
logies  ;  though  generally  offered  to  unwilling  ears. 
No  maxim  of  law,  it  was  faid,  is  more  eitablifhed 
or  more  univerfally  allowed,  than  that  privilege  of 
parliament  extends  not  to  treafon,  felony,  or  breach 
of  peace;  nor  has  either  houfe,  during  former  ages, 
ever  pretended  in  any  of  thofe  cafes  to  interpofe  in 
behalf  of  its  members.  Though  fome  inconveni- 
ence mould  refult  from  the  obfervance  of  this 
maxim  ;  that  would  not  be  fufficient,  without  other 
authority,  to  abolim  a  principle  eilablifhed  by 
uninterrupted  precedent,  and  founded  on  the  tacit 
confent  of  the  whole  legiflature.  But  what  are  the  in- 
conveniences fo  much  dreaded  ?  The  king;  on  pre- 
tence of  treafon,  may  feize  any  members  of  the 
oppofite  faction,  and,  for  a  time,  gain  to  his  parti- 
fans  the  majority  of  voices.  But  if  he  feize  only  a 
few ;  will  he  not  lofe  more  friends  by  fuch  a  grofs 
artifice  than  he  confines  enemies  ?  If  he  feize  a 
great  number  ;  is  not  this  expedient  force,  open  and 
barefaced  ? .  And  what  remedy  at  all  times  againfh 
fuch  force,  but  to  oppoie  to  it  a  force  which  is  fu- 
perior  ?  Even  allowing  that  the  king  intended  to 
employ  violence,  not  authority,  for  feizing  the  mem- 
bers ;  though  at  that  time,  and  ever  afterwards,  he 
pofitively  afferted  the  contrary  ;  yet  will  his  conduct 
admit  of  excufe.  That  the  hall,  where  the  parlia- 
ment affembles,  is  an  inviolable  fanctuary,  was  never 
yet  pretended,  And  if  the  commons  complain  of 
the  affront  offered  them,  by  an  attempt  to  arreft 
their  members  in  their  very  prefence ;  the  blame 
muff  lie  entirely  on  themfelves,  who  had  formerly 
refufed  compliance  with  the  king's  meffage,  when 
he  peaceably  demanded  thefe  members.  The  fove- 
reign  is  the  great  executor  of  the  laws  ;  and  his 
prefence  was  here  legally  employed,  both  in  order 
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to   prevent   oppofition,    and  to  protect  the  houfe 
againft  thofe  iniults  which  their  dii'obedience  had  fo 
^/u~  well  merited. 

Charles  knew  to  how  little  purpofe  he  fhould 
urge  thefe  reafons  againft  the  prefent  fury  of  the 
commons.     He  propofed,  therefore,  by  a  mefTage, 
that  they  would  agree  upon  a  legal  method,    by 
which  he  might  carry  on  his  profecution  againft  the 
members,    ieil    farther  mifunderftandings   happen 
with  regard  to  privilege.     They  defired  him  to  lay 
the  grounds  of  accufation  before  the  houfe ;    and 
pretended  that  they  muft  firft  judge  whether  it  were 
proper  to  give  up  their  members  to  a  legal  trial. 
The  king  then  informed  them,  that  he  would  wave 
for  the  prefent  all  profecution :    By  fucceffive  mef- 
lages,    he  afterwards  offered  a  pardon  to  the  mem- 
.    bcrs ;  offered  to  concur  in  any  law  that  fhould  ac- 
quit cr  fecure  them ;  offered  any  reparation  to  the 
houfe  for  the  breach  of  privilege,  of  which,  he  ac- 
knowledged, they  had  reafon  to  complain  b.    They 
were  refolved  to  accept  of  no  fatisfaction,  unlefs  he 
would  difcover  his  advifers  in  that  illegal  meafure : 
A  condition    to  which,    they  knew,  that,  without 
rendering  himfelf  for  ever  viie  and  contemptible,  he 
could  not  poilibly  fubmit.     Meanwhile,  they  con- 
tinued to  thunder  againft  the  violation  of  parlia- 
mentary privileges,    and,    by  their  violent  outcries, 
to  inflame  the  whole  nation.     The  fecret  reafon  of 
their  difpleafure,    however  obvious,   they  carefully 
concealed.     In  the  king's  accufation  of  the  mem- 
bers, they  plainly  faw  his  judgment  of  late  parlia- 
mentary proceedings*;    and  every  adherent  of  the 
ruling  faction  dreaded  the  fame  fate,    mould  royal 
authority  be  re-eftablifhed  in  its  ancient  luftre.     By 
the  moll  unhappy -conduct,  Charles,  while  he  ex- 
tremely augmented  in  his  opponents  the  will,  h^d 
alfo  increafed  the  ability  of  hurting  him. 

b  Dugdale,  p.  84.    Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p. 484.48S.  49:,  &c. 
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The  more  to  excite  the  people,  whofe  difpofitions  CHAP, 
were  already  very  feditious,    the  expedient  of  peti-  '  J 

tioning  was  renewed.  A  petition  from  the  county  16+s. 
of  Buckingham  was  prefented  to  the  houfe  by  fix 
thoufand  fubfcribers,  who  promifed  to  live  and  die 
in  defence  of  the  privileges  of  parliament c.  The 
city  of  London,  the  county  of  Effex,  that  of  Hert- 
ford, Surry,  Berks,  imitated  the  example.  A 
petition  from  the  apprentices  was  graciouily  receiv- 
ed d.  Nay,  one  was  encouraged  from  the  porters  ; 
whofe  numbers  amounted,  as  they  laid,  to  fifteen 
thoufand  e.  The  addrefs  of  that  great  body  con- 
tained the  fame  articles  with  all  the  others  ;  the  pri- 
vileges of  parliament,  the  danger  of  religion,  the 
rebellion  of  Ireland,  the  decay  of  trade.  The  por- 
ters farther  defired,  that  juflice  might  be  done  upon 
offenders,  as  the  atrocioufnefs  of  their  crimes  had 
deferved.  And  they  added,  That  if  fiich  remedies 
were  any  longer  fufpended,  they  floould  be  forced  to 
extremities  not  fit  to  be  named,  and  make  good  the 
faying,  "  That  necefhty  has  no  law f." 

Another  petition  was  prefented  by  feveral  poor 
people,  or  beggars,  in  the  name  of  many  thoufands 
more  ;  in  which  the  petitioners  propofed  as  a  reme- 
dy for  the  public  miferies.  That  tbofe  noble  worthies 
of  the  houfe  of  peers,  who  concur  with  the  happy 
'votes  of  the  commons,  may  feparate  themf elves  from 
the  reft,  and  fit  and  vote  as  one  entire  body*  The 
commons  gave  thanks  for  this  petition  s. 

The  very  women  were  feized  with  the  fame  rage. 
A  brewer's  wife,  followed  by  many  thoufands  of 
her  fex,  brought  a  petition  to  the  houfe  ;  in  which 
the  petitioners  expreiTed  their  terror  of  the  papifts 
and  prelates,  and  their  dread  of  like  maifacres, 
rapes,  and  outrages,  with  thofe  which  had  been 
committed  upon   their  fex  in  Ireland.     They  had 

c  Rufh.  vol.  v.  p.  487.  d  Idem,  ibid.  p.  462. 
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CHAP,  been  neceffitated,  they  faid,  to  imitate  the  example 
LV-       of  the  women  of  Tekoah  :    And  they  claimed  equal 

%~~^7>  right  with  the  men,  of  declaring,  by  petition,  their 
fenfe  of  the  public  caufe;  becaufe  Chrift  had  par- 
chafed  them  at  as  dear  a  rate,  and  in  the  free  enjoy- 
ment of  Chrift  confifts  equally  the  happinefs  of 
both  fexes.  Pym  came  to  the  door  of  the  houfe  ; 
and  having  told  the  female  zealots,  that  their  peti- 
tion was  thankfully  accepted,  and  was  prefented  in 
a  feafonable  time,  he  begged  that  their  prayers  for 
the  fuccefs  of  the  commons  might  follow  their  peti-  • 
tion.  Such  low  arts  of  popularity  were  affecled ! 
And  by  fueh  illiberal  cant  were  the  unhappy  people 
incited  to  civil  difcord  and  convulfions  ! 

In  the  mean  time,  not  only  all  petitions,  which 
favoured  the  church  or  monarchy,  from  whatever 
hand  they  came,  were  difcouraged  ;  but  the  peti- 
tioners were  fent  for,  imprifoned,  and  profecuted  as 
delinquents :  And  this  unequal  conduct  was  openly 
avowed  and  juftified.  Whoever  defire  a  change,  it 
was  faid,  mult  exprefs  their  fentiments ;  for  how, 
otherwife,  mail  they  be  known?  But  thofe  who 
favour  the  eftablifhed  government  in  church  or 
flate,  mould  not  petition;  becaufe  they  already 
enjoy  what  they  wiih  for b. 

The  king  had  polfefTed  a  great  party  in  the 
lower  houfe,  as  appeared  in  the  vote  for  the  remon- 
strance ;  and  this  party,  had  every  new  caufe  of 
difgufl  been  carefully  avoided,  would  foon  have 
become  the  majority ;  from  the  odium  attending 
the  violent  meafures  embraced  by  the  popular 
leaders.  A  great  majority  he  always  poiTeifed  in 
the  houfe  of  peers,  even  after  the  bifhops  were  con- 
fined or  chafed  away;  and  this  majority  could  not 
have  been  overcome,  byt  by  outrages  which,  in 
the  end,  would  rmve  drawn  difgrace  and  ruin  on 
thofe  who  incited  them.  By  the  prefent  fury  of 
the  people,   as  by  an  inundation,    were  all  thefe 

h  Clarc:i2cn3  vol.  li.  p.  449. 
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obflacles  fwept  away,  and  every  rampart  of  royal  CHAP, 
authority  laid  level  with  the  ground.     The  victory  .^V' 
was  purfued  with  impetuofity  by  the  fagacious  com-      164: 
mons,  who  knew  the  importance  of  a  favourable 
moment  in  all  popular  commotions.     The  terror 
of  their  authority  they  extended  over  the  whole  na- 
tion ;  and  all  oppofition,  and  even  all  blame  vented  in 
private  conversation,  were  treated  as  the  mofl  atro- 
cious crimes  by  thefe  fevere  inquifitors.     Scarcelv 
was  it  permitted  to  find  fault  with  the  conduct  of 
any  particular  member,  if  he  made  a  figure  in  the 
houfe  ;  and  reflections  thrown  out  on  Pym,  were  at 
this   time  treated  as  breaches   of  privilege.     The 
populace  without  doors  were  ready  to  execute,  from 
the  lead  hint,  the  will  of  their  leaders ;  nor  was  it 
fafe  for  any  member  to  approach  either  houfe,  who 
pretended  to  control  or  oppofe  the  general  torrent. 
After  fo   undifguifed   a  manner  was  this  violence 
conducted,  that  Hollis,  in  a  fpeech  to  the  peers,  de- 
fired  to  know  the  names  of  fuch  members  as  mould  • 
vote  contrary  to  the  fentiments  of  the  commons  t : 
And  Pym  faid  in  the  lower  houfe,  that  the  people 
muff,  not  be  retrained  in  the  expreflions  of  their  juft 
defires k. 

By  the  flight,  or  terror,  or  defpondency  of  th« 
king's  party,  an  undifputed  majority  remained 
every-where  to  their  opponents  ;  and  the  bills  fent 
up  by  the  commons,  which  had  hitherto  flopped 
with  the  peers,  and  would  certainly  have  been  re- 
jected, now  palled,  and  were  prefented  for  the  royal 
affent.  Thefe  were,  the  preffing  bill  with  its  pre- 
amble, and  the  bill  againfl  the  votes  of  the  bifhops 
in  parliament.  The  king's  authority  was  at  that 
time  reduced  to  the  lowed  ebb.  The  queen  toe, 
being  fecretly  threatened  with  an  impeachment,  and 
finding  no  refource  in  her  hufband's-  protection,  was 
preparing  to  retire  into  Holland.     The  rage  of  the 

i  Ktng-'s  Dcdar.  ofiath  of  Auguf^:  164a.  *  Ibid. 
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chap,  people  was,  on  account  of  her  religion,  as  well  aS 
LV-  her  fpirit  and  activity,  univerfally  levelled  againft 
164Z.  ner*  Ufage,  the  mofl  contumelious,  fhe  had  hitherto 
borne  with  filent  indignation.  The  commons,  in 
their  fury  againft  priefts,  had  feized  her  very  con- 
feflbr ;  nor  would  they  releafe  him  upon  her  re- 
peated applications.  Even  a  vifit  of  the  prince  to 
his  mother  had  been  openly  complained  of,  and  re- 
monitrances  againft  it  had  been  prefented  to  her '„ 
Apprehenfive  of  attacks  ftill  more  violent,  fhe  was 
defirous  of  facilitating  her  efcape ;  and  fhe  prevailed 
with  the  king  to  pafs  thefe  bills,  in  hopes  of  appeaf- 
ing  for  a  time  the  rage  of  the  multitude  m. 

These  new  conceffions,  however  important,  the 
king  immediately  found  to  have  no  other  effect, 
than  had  all  the  preceding  ones :  They  were  made 
the  foundation  of  demands  ftill  more  exorbitant. 
From  the  facility  of  his  difpofition,  from  the  weak- 
nefs  of  his  fltuation,  the  commons  believed  that  he 
could  now  refufe  them  nothing.  And  they  regarded 
the  leaft  moment  of  relaxation,  in  their  invafion  of 
royal  authority,  as  highly  impolitic,  during  the  un- 
interrupted torrent  of  their  fucceffes.  The  very  mo- 
ment they  were  informed  of  thefe  laft  acquifitions 
they  affronted  the  queen,  by  opening  fome  inter- 
cepted letters  written  to  her  by  lord  Digby :  They 
carried  up  an  impeachment  againft  Herbert,  attor- 
ney-general, for  obeying  his  mailer's  commands  in 
accufing  their  members n.  And  they  profecuted 
with  frefh  vigour,  their  plan  of  the  militia,  on 
which  they  reited  all  future  hopes  of  an  uncontrolled 
authority. 

The  commons  were  fenfible  that  monarchical 
government,  which,  during  fo  many  ages,  had  been 
eftablifhed  in  England,  would  foon  regain  fome  de- 
gree of  its  former  dignity,  after  the  prefent  tempeft 
was  overblown  ;  nor  would  all  their  new-invented 

1  Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  512.  m  Clarendon,  vol.  ii.  p.  428. 
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limitations  be  able  totally  to  fupprefs  an  authority,  C  H  A  p. 
to  which  the  nation  had  ever  been  accuftomed.  L\' 
The  fword  alone,  to  which  all  human  ordinances  JJJ^ 
muft fubmit,  could  guard  their  acquired  power,  and 
fully  eniure  to  them  perfonal  fafety  againft  the  rifmg 
indignation  of  their  fovereign.  This  point,  there- 
fore, became  the  chief  object  of  their  aims.  A 
large  magazine  of  arms  being  placed  in  the  town  of 
Hull,  they  difpatched  thither  fir  John  Hotham,  a 
gentleman  of  confiderable  fortune  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, and  of  an  ancient  family  ;  and  they  gave  him 
the  authority  of  governor.  They  tent  orders  to 
Goring,  governor  of  Portfmouth,  to  obey  no  com- 
mands but  fuch  as  he  fhould  receive  from  the  par- 
liament. Not  content  with  having  obliged  the  king 
to  difplace  Lunsford,  whom  he  had  appointed  go- 
vernor of  the  Tower  %  they  never  ceafed  fcliciting 
him,  till  he  had  alfo  difplaced  fir  John  Biron,  a 
man  of  unexceptionable  character,  and  had  bellow- 
ed that  command  on  fir  John  Conyers,  in  whom 
alone,  they  faid,  they  could  repofe  confidence.  Af- 
ter making  a  fruitlefs  attempt,  in  which  the  peers 
refufed  their  concurrence,  to  give  public  warning, 
that  the  people  mould  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of 
defence  againft  the  enterprifes  of  papijls  end  other  UU 
ajfecled  perfons  ?,  they  now  refolved,  by  a  bold  and 
decifive  ftroke,  to  feize  at  once  the  w-hole  power  of 
the  fword,  and  to  confer  it  entirely  on  their  own 
creatures  and  adherents. 

The  fevere  votes  parted  in  the  beginning  of  this 
parliament  againft  lieutenants  and  their  deputies, 
for  exercifing  powers  affumed  by  all  their  predecef- 
fors,  had  totally  difarmed  the  crown,  and  had  not 
left  in  any  magiftrate  military  authority  fufEcient 
for  the  defence  and  fecurity  of  the  nation.  To  re- 
medy this  inconvenience  now  appeared  neceffary. 
A  bill  was  introduced  and  parTed  the  two  hemes, 

•  Rufliworth,  vol.  y.  p.  459.  P  BUBoo,  vol.  ii.  p.  850. 
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CHAP,  which  reflored  to  lieutenants  and  deputies  the  fame 
LV-  powers  of  which  the  votes  of  the  commons  had  be- 
j4(,z.  reaved  them ;  but  at  the  fame  time  the  names  of 
all  the  lieutenants  were  inferted  in  the  bill ;  and 
thefe  confided  entirely  of  men  in  whom  the  parlia- 
ment could  confide.  And  for  their  conduct,  they 
were  accountable,  by  the  exprefs  terms  of  the  bill, 
not  to  the  king,  but  to  the  parliament. 

The  policy  purfued  by  the  commons,  and  which 
had  hitherto  fucceeded  to  admiration,  was,  to  afto- 
nifh  the  king  by  the  boldnefs  of  their  enterprifes,  to 
intermingle  no  fweetnefs  with  their  feverity,  to  em- 
ploy expremons  no  lefs  violent  than  their  preten- 
tions, and  to  make  him  fenfible  in  what  little  eftima- 
tion  they  held  both  his  perfon  and  his  dignity.     To 
a  bill  fo  deftructive  of  royal  authority,  they  prefix- 
ed, with  an  infolence  feemingly  wanton,  a  preamble 
equally  dishonourable  to  the  perfonal  character  of 
the  king.     Thefe  are  the  words :    "  Whereas  there 
"  has  been  of  late  a  moft  dangerous  and  defperate 
"  defign  upon  the  houfe  of  commons,  which  we 
"  have  jufi  caufe  to  believe  an  effect  of  the  bloody 
<c  counfels  of  papifts  and  other  ill-affected  perfons, 
"  who  have  already  railed  a  rebellion  in  the  king- 
"  dom  of  Ireland.     And  whereas,   by  reafon  of 
<c  many  difcoveries,  we  cannot  but  fear  they  will 
"  proceed,  not  only  to  ftir  up  the  like  rebellions 
•'  and  infurrections  in  this  kingdom  of  England;  but 
"  alfo  to  back  them  with  forces  from  abroad,  &c.  *'* 
Hep.e  Charles  frrit  ventured  to  put  a  flop  to  his 
concefiions ;  and  that  not  by  a  refufal,  but  a  delay. 
When  this  demand  was  made  ;    a  demand  which, 
if  granted,  the  commons  juflly  regarded  as  the  laft 
they  ihould  ever  have  occafion  to  make ;    he  wa3 
at  Dover,  attending  the  queen  and  the  princefs  of 
Orange,  in  their  embarkation.    He  replied,  that  he 
hud  not  now  leifure  to  confider  a  matter  of  fo  great 

*J  Rufli worth,  vol.  v.  p.  519^ 
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importance,  and  mult  therefore  refpite  his  anfwer  chap. 
till  his  return'.     The  parliament  inftantly  difpatch-       Lv- 
ed  another  meifage  to  him,  with  folicitations  (till      l641# 
more  importunate.      They  expreffed    their    great  32dFeb. 
grief  on  account  of  his  majefty's  anfwer  to  their  jufl 
and  neceffary  petition.     They  reprefented,  that  any 
delay,  during  dangers  and  diffractions  fo  great  and 
preffing,  was  not  lefs  unfatisfactory  and  deffrucrive 
than  an  abfolute  denial.     They  infifled,  that  it  was 
their  duty  to  fee  put  in  execution  a  meafure  fo  ne- 
ceffary  for  public  fafety.     And  they  affirmed,  that  a8th  Feb. 
the  people,  in  many  counties,  had  applied  to  them 
for  that  purpofe,  and,  in  fome  places,  were,  of  them- 
fclves,  and  by  their  own  authority,  providing  againft 
thofe  urgent  dangers  with  which  they  were  threat- 
ened s. 

Even  after  this  infolence,  the  king  durfl  not 
venture  upon  a  flat  denial.  Befides  excepting  to 
the  preamble,  which  threw  fuch  diihonour  upon 
him,  and  protefting  the  innocence  of  his  intentions 
when  he  entered  the  houfe  of  commons ;  he  only 
defired  that  the  military  authority,  if  it  were  defec- 
tive, mould  firft  be  conferred  upon  the  crown  ;  and 
he  promifed  to  bellow  commifnons,  but  fuch  as 
iliould  be  revocable  at  pleafure,  on  the  fame  per- 
fons  whom  the  parliament  had  named  in  the  bill r. 
By  a  former  meffage  he  had  expreffed  his  wifhes, 
that  they  would  lay  before  him,  in  one  view,  all  the 
conceflions  which  they  deemed  requifite  for  the  fet- 
tlement  of  the  nation.  They  pretended  that  they 
were  expofed  to  perils  fo  dreadful  and  imminent, 
that  they  had  not  leifure  for  fuch  a  work  u.  The 
expedient  propofed  by  the  king  feemed  a  fufficient  . 
remedy  during  this  emergence ;  and  yet  maintained 
the  prerogatives  of  the  crown  entire  and  unbroken. 

r  Rufhworth,  vol,  v,  p.  jit.  s  Idem,  ibid. 

1  Idem,  ibid.  u  Idem,  ibid.  p.  516,  517. 
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chap.  But  the  intentions  of  the  commons  were  wide  of 
LV*  this  purpofe,  and  their  panics  could  be  cured  by 
Ll64Z  one  remedy  alone.  They  inftantly  replied,  that  the 
in  March,  dangers  and  diftempers  of  the  nation  were  fuch  as 
could  endure  no  longer  delay ;  and,  unlefs  the  king 
fpeedily  complied  with  their  demands,  they  mould 
be  conftrained,  for  the  fafety  of  prince  and  people, 
to  difpofe  of  the  militia  by  the  authority  of  both 
houfes,  and  were  refolved  to  do  it  accordingly.  They 
aflferted,  that  thofe  parts  of  the  kingdom  which  had, 
from  their  own  authority,  put  themfelves  in  a  pof- 
ture  of  defence  during  thefe  prevailing  fears  and 
jealoufies,  had  acted  fuitably  to  the  declarations  and 
directions  of  both  houfes,  and  conformably  to  the 
laws  of  the  kingdom.  And  while  they  thus  menaced 
the  king  with  their  power,  they  invited  him '  to  fix 
his  refidence  at  London,  where  they  knew  he  would 
be  entirely  at  mercy  w. 

"  I  am  fo  much  amazed  at  this  me/Tage,"  faid 
the  king  in  his  prompt  reply,  "  that  1  know  not 
*'  what  to  anfwer.  You  fpeak  of  jealoufies  and 
"  fears !  Lay  your  hands  on  your  hearts,  arid  a:Tv 
"  yourfelves,  whether  I  may  not  likewifebe  difturb- 
"  ed  with  fears  and  jealoufies :  And  if  fo,  I  affure 
"  you  that  this  meffage  has  nothing  leflened  them. 

"  As  to  the  militia,  I  thought  fo  much  of  it  be- 
"  fore  I  gave  that  anfwer,  and  am  fo  much  allured 
"  that  the  anfwer  is  agreeable  to  what  in  juftice  or 
"  reafcn  you  can  alk,  or  I  in  honour  grant,  that  I 
"  mail  not  alter  it  in  any  point. 

"  For  my  refidence  near  you,  I  wifh  it  might 
"  be  fafe  and  honourable,  and  that  I  had  no  caufe 
"  to  abferit  myfelf  from  Whitehall :  Afk  yourfelves 
44  whether  I  have  not x. 

"  What  would  you  have  ?  Have  I  violated  your 

laws  ?  Have  I  denied  to  pal's  any  bill  for  the  eafe 
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c;  and  fecurity  of  my  fubjects  ?    I  do  not  afk  what  c  H  A  p. 
"  you  have  done  for  me.  LV- 

"  Have  any  of  my  people  been  tranfported  with  u'l6'4a#  J 
u  fears  and  apprehenfions  ?  I  offer  as  free  and  ge- 
"  neral  a  pardon  as  yourfelves  can  devife.     All  this 
"  confidered,  there  is  a  judgment  of  heaven  upon 
<c  this  nation  if  thefe  diffractions  continue. 

"  God  fo  deal  with  me  and  mine  as  all  my 
"  thoughts  and  intentions  are  upright  for  the  main- 
"  tenance  of  the  true  proteftant  profeilion,  and  for 
"  the  obfervance  and  prefervation  of  the  laws  j  and 
"  I  hope  God  will  blefs  and  affift  thofe  laws  for  my 
<c  prefervation  l" 

No  fooner  did  the  commons  defpair  of  obtaining 
the  king's  confent  to  their  bill,  than  they  inftantly 
voted,  that  thofe  who  advifed  his  majefty's  anfwer 
were  enemies  to  the  ftate,  and  mifchievous  projec- 
tors againft  the  fafety  of  the  nation  ;  that  this  denial 
is  of  iuch  dangerous  coniequence,  that  if  his  ma- 
jelly  pc-nlft  in  it,  it  will  hazard  the  peace  and  tran- 
quillity of  all  his  kingdoms,  unlefs  fome  fpeedy  re- 
ly be  applied  by  the  wifdom  and  authority  of 
h  houfes  ;  and  that  iuch  of  the  iubjecis  as  have 
put  thcmfelves  in  a  poflure  of  defence  againft  the 
common  danger,  have  done  nothing  but  what  is 
juftirlable,  and  approved  by  thehoufe7. 

Lest  the  people  might  be  av:erfe  to,  the  fecond- 
ing  of  all  thefe  ufurpations,  they  were  plied  anew 
with  rumours  of  danger,  with  the  terrors  of  inva- 
fion,  with  the  dread  of  Engiifh  and  Irifh  papifts  ; 
and  the  mod  unaccountable  panics  were  fpread 
throughout  the  nation.  Lord  Digby  having  entered 
Kingfton  in  a  coach  and  fix,  attended  by  a  few  li- 
very fervants,  the  intelligence  was  conveyed  to  Lon- 
don ;  and  it  was  immediately  voted,  that  he  had 
appeared  in  a  hoftile  manner,  to  the  terror  and 

y  RuTuvcrth,  vol.  v.  p.  ?;2. 

2  Ibid,  part  in.  vol.  i.  chap.  iv.  p.  314. 
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CHAP,  affright  of  his  majerty's  fubjects,  and  had  levied  war 
^  _f  againil  the  king  and  kingdom  \  Petitions  from  all 
164s.  quarters  loudly  demanded  of  the  parliament  to  put 
the  nation  in  a  pofture  of  defence  ;  and  the  county 
of  Stafford,  in  particular,  expreffed  fuch  dread  of 
an  infurre&ion  among  the  papifts,  that  every  rar.n, 
they  faid,  was  conftrained  to  itand  upon  his  guard, 
not  even  daring  to  go  to  church  unarmed  l. 

That  the  fame  violence  by  which  he  had  fo  long 
been  oppreffed,  might  not  flail  reach  him,  and  ex- 
tort his  confent  to  the  militia  bill,  Charles  had  re- 
folved  to  remove  farther  from  London  :  And  ac- 
cordingly, taking  the  prince  of  Wales  and  the  duke 
fang  ar-  of  York  along  with  him,  he  arrived,  by  flow  journies, 
nvesat  at  Yor^?  which  he  determined  for  fome  time  to 
make  the  place  of  his  refidence.  The  diftant  parts 
of  the  kingdom,  being  removed  from  that  furious 
vortex  of  new  principles  and  opinions  which  had 
tranfported  the  capital,  Hill  retained  a  fincere  regard 
for  the  church  and  monarchy  ;  and  the  king  here 
found  marks  of  attachment  beyond  what  he  had  be- 
fore expected  c.  From  all  quarters  of  England,  the 
prime  nobility  and  gentry,  either  perfonally,  or  by 
meffages  and  letters,  expreffed  their  duty  towards 
him  ;  and  exhorted  him  to  fave  himfelf  and  them 
from  that  ignominious  flavery  with  which  they  were- 
threatened.  The  fmall  interval  of  time  which  had 
paired  fmce  the  fatal  accufation  of  the  members, 
had  been  fufficient  to  open  the  eyes  of  many,  and 
to  recover  them  from  the  aftonifhment  with  which 
at  firft  they  had  been  feized.  One  ram  and  paflionate 
attempt  of  the  king's  feemed  but  a  fmall  counter- 
balance to  fo  many  acts  of  deliberate  violence,  which 
had  been  offered  to  him  and  every  branch  of  the, 
Iegiflature:  And,  however  fweet  the  found  of  li- 
berty, many  refolved  to  adhere  to  that  moderate 
freedom  tranfmitted  them  from  their  anceltors,  and 

»  Clarendon.     Rufh.  part  iii.  vol.  V.  chr.p.  ii.  p.  495. 
b  Dugdale,  p.  89.  «  Warwick,  p.  203. 
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now  better  fecured  by  fuch  important  conceffions ;  C  &  A  P. 
rather  than,  by  engaging  in   a  giddy  fearch  after        LV'  ^ 
more  independence,  run  a  manifefl  rifk  either  of      I64;. 
incurring  a  cruel  fubjection,  or  abandoning  all  law 
and  order. 

Charles,  finding  himfelf  fupported  by  a  eonfi- 
derable  party  in  the  kingdom,  began  to  fpeak  in  a 
firmer  tone,  and  to  retort  the  accufations  of  the 
commons  with  a  vigour  which  he  had  not  before 
exerted.  Notwithstanding  their  remonstrances,  and 
menaces,  and  infults,  he  Mill  perfifted  in  refufmg 
their  bill  ;  and  they  proceeded  to  frame  an  ordi- 
nance, in  which,  by  the  authority  of  the  two  houfes, 
without  the  king's  confent,  they  named  lieutenants 
for  all  the  counties,  and  conferred  on  them  the  com- 
mand of  the  whole  military  force,  of  all  the  guards, 
garrifons,  and  forts  of  the  kingdom.  He  iffued 
proclamations  againft  this  manifeft  ufurpation  :  and, 
as  he  profeffed  a  refoiution  ftriclly  to  obferve  the 
law  himfelf,  fc  was  he  determined,  he  faid,  to  oblige 
every  other  perfon  to  pay  it  a  like  obedience.  The 
name  of  the  king  was  fo  eflential  to  all  laws,  and  fo 
familiar  in  all  ads  of  executive  authority,  that  the 
parliament  was  afraid,  had  they  totally  omitted  it, 
that  the  innovation  would  be  too  fenfible  to  the  peo- 
ple. In  all  commands,  therefore,  which  they  con- 
ferred, they  bound  the  perfons  to  obey  the  orders  of 
his  majeily,  fignified  by  both  houfes  of  parliament. 
And,  inventing  a  diftinction,  hitherto  unheard  of, 
between  the  office  and  the  perfon  of  the  king  ; 
thofe  very  forces  which  they  employed  againft  him, 
they  levied  in  his  name,  and  by  his  authority d. 

It  is  remarkable  how  much  the  topics  of  argu- 
ment were  now  reverfed  between  the  parties.  The 
king,  while  he  acknowledged  his  former  error,  of 
employing  a  plea  of  neceffity,  in  order  to  infringe 
the  laws  and  conftitution,  warned  the  parliament  not 

«J  Rufli worth,  vol.  v.  p.  516. 
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CHAP,  to  imitate  an  example  on  which  they  threw  fuch  vio- 
LV-  (  lent  blame  ;  and  the  parliament,  while  they  clothed 
1642.  their  perfonal  fears  or  ambition  under  the  appear- 
ance of  national  and  imminent  danger,  made  un- 
knowingly an  apology  for  the  moft  exceptionable 
part  of  the  king's  conduct.  That  the  liberties  of 
the  people  were  no  longer  expofed  to  any  peril  from 
royal  authority,  fo  narrowly  circumfcribed,  fo  ex- 
actly defined,  fo  much  unfupported  by  revenue  and 
by  military  power,  might  be  maintained  upon  very 
plaufible  topics  :  But  that  the  danger,  allowing  it  to 
have  any  exiftence,  was  not  of  that  kind ;  great, 
urgent,  inevitable ;  which  diffolves  all  law,  and 
levels  all  limitations  ;  feems  apparent  from  the  fim- 
plefl  view  of  thefe  tranfaclions.  So  obvious  indeed 
was  the  king's  prefent  inability  to  invade  the  confli- 
tution,  that  the  fears  and  jeaioufies  which  operated 
on  the  people,  and  pufhed  them  fo  furioufly  to 
arms,  were  undoubtedly  not  of  a  civil,  but  of  a  reli- 
gious nature.  The  diftempered  imaginations  of  men 
were  agitated  with  a  continual  dread  of  popery,  with 
a  horror  againft  prelacy,  with  an  antipathy  to  cere- 
monies and  the  liturgy,  and  with  a  violent  affection 
for  whatever  was  molt  oppofite  to  thefe  objects  of 
averfion.  The  fanatical  fpirit  let  loofe,  confounded 
all  regard  to  eafe,  fafety,  intereft  j  and  diflblved 
every  moral  and  civil  obligation  e. 

Each  party  was  now  willing  to  throw  on  its  an- 
tagonifl  the  odium  of  commencing  a  civil  war  ; 
but  both  of  them  prepared  for  an  event  which  they 
deemed  inevitable.  To  gain  the  people's  favour 
and  good  opinion,  was  the  chief  point  on  both  fides. 
Never  was  there  a  people  lefs  corrupted  by  vice, 
and  more  actuated  by  principle,  than  the  Englilh 
during  that  period  :  Never  were  there  individuals 
who  pofleffed  more  capacity,  more  courage,  more 
public  fpirit,  more  difmterefted  zeal.  The  infufion  of 

*  See  note  [DD]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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one  ingredient,  in  too  large  a  proportion,  had  cor-  c  ^£  P. 
rupted  all  thefe  noble  principles,  and  converted  them  ,_  _  '  _j 
into  the  moil  virulent  poifon.  To  determine  his  1641. 
choice  in  the  approaching  contefts,  every  man  heark- 
ened with  avidity  to  the  reafons  propoied  on  both 
fides.  The  war  of  the  pen  preceded  that  of  the 
fword,  and  daily  fharpened  the  humours  of  the  op- 
pofite  parties.  Befides  private  adventurers  without 
number,  the  king  and  parliament  themfelves  carried 
on  the  controverfy,  by  meflages,  remonftrances, 
and  declarations ;  where  the  nation  was  really  the 
party  to  whom  all  arguments  were  addreffed.  Charles 
had  here  a  double  advantage.  Not  only  his  caufe 
was  more  favourable,  as  fupporting  the  ancient  go- 
vernment in  church  and  Mate  againft  the  moil  illegal 
pretentions :  It  was  alfo  defended  with  more  art 
and  eloquence.  Lord  Falkland  had  accepted  the 
oSce  of  fecretary ;  a  man  who  adorned  the  purefl 
virtue  with  the  richeft  gifts  of  nature,  and  the  moil 
valuable  acquifitions  of  learning.  By  him,  affifted 
by  the  king  himfelf,  were  the  memorial  of  the 
royal  party  chiefly  compofed.  So  fenfible  was 
Charles  of  his  fuperiority  in  this  particular,  that  he 
took  care  to  difperfe  every-wher^  the  papers  of  the 
parliament  together  with  his  own,  that  the  people 
might  be  the  more  enabled,  by  companion,  to  form 
a  judgment  between  them  :  The  parliament,  while 
they  diftributed  copies  of  their  own,  were  anxious 
to  fupprefs  all  the  king's  ccmpcf.t-cns  f. 

To  clear  up  the  principles  of  the  conftitiition,  to  ' 
mark  the  boundaries  of  the  powers  entrufted  by  law 
to  the  feveral  members,  to  mow  what  great  improve- 
ments the  whole  political  fyftem  had  received  from 
the  king's  late  ccncemcns,  to  demoniliate  his  entire 
confidence  in  his  people,  and  his  reliance  on  their 
affections,  to  point  out  the  ungrateful  returns  which 
had  been  made  him,  and  the  enormous  encroach- 

f  Rufliworthj  vol.  v.  p.  ;sr. 
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merits,  infults,  and  indignities,  to  which  he  had  been 
expofed  ;  thefe  were  the  topics  which,  with  fo  much 
T^  juilnefs  of  reafoning  and  propriety  of  expreffion, 
were  infilled  on  in  the  king's  declarations  and  re- 
monflrances  g. 

Though  thefe  writings  were  of  confequence,  and 
tended  much  to  reconcile  the  nation  to  Charles,  it 
was  evident  that  they  would  not  be  decifive,  and 
that  keener  weapons  mufl  determine  the  contro- 
verfy.  To  the  ordinance  of  the  parliament  con- 
cerning the  militia,  the  king  oppofed  his  commif- 
fions  of  array.  The  counties  obeyed  the  one  or  the 
other,  according  as  they  flood  affected.  And  in 
many  counties,  where  the  people  were  divided, 
mobbim  combats  and  lkirmimes  enfuedh.  The 
parliament,  on  this  occafion,  went  fo  far  as  to  vote, 
"  That  when  the  lords  and  commons  in  parlia- 
"  ment,  which  is  the  fupreme  court  of  judicature, 
"  mall  declare  what  the  law  of  the  land  is,  to  have 
"  this  not  only  quellioned,  but  contradicted,  is  a 
"  high  breach  of  their  privileges  j."  This  was  a 
plain  affuming  of  the  whole  legislative  authority, 
and  exerting  it  in  the  mod  material  article,  the 
government  of  the  militia.  Upon  the  fame  principles, 
they  pretended,  by  a  verbal  criticifm  on  the  tenfe  cf 
a  Latin  verb,  to  ravifh  from  the  king  his  negative 
voice  in  the  legiflature  k. 

The  magazine  of  Hull  contained  the  arms  of  all 
the  forces  levied  againfl  the  Scots ;  and  fir  John 
Hotham,  the  governor,  though  he  had  accepted 
of  a  commiffion  from  the  parliament,  was  not 
thought  to  be  much  difaffecled  to  the  church  anc* 

s  See  note  [EE]  at  the  end  of  the  volume.  h  May,  book  ii. 
p.  99.  »  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  534. 

k  The  king,  by  his  coronation  oath,  promifes  that  he  would 
maintain  the  laws  and  cuftoms  which  the  people  had  chofen,  quas 
wlgus  eiegerit  •.  The  parliament  pretended  that  eLgerit  meant  jbatt 
chufe ;  and  confequently,  that  the  king  had  no  right  to  reftife  any 
bills  which  fhould  be  prefented  him.  See  Pviifliwcrth,  vol.  v.  p.  580. 
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monarchy.  Charles,  therefore,  entertained  hopes, 
that,  if  he  prefented  himfelf  at  Hull  before  the  com- 
mencement of  hoftiiities,  Hotham,  overawed  by  his 
prefence,  would  admit  him  with  his  retinue  ;  after 
which  he  might  eafily  render  himfelf  matter  of  the 
place.  But  the  governor  was  on  his  guard.  He 
(hut  the  gates,  and  refufed  to  receive  the  king,  who 
defired  leave  to  enter  with  twenty  perfons  only. 
Charles  immediately  proclaimed  him  traitor,  and 
complained  to  the  parliament  of  his  difobedience. 
The  parliament  avowed  and  juftified  the  action  '. 

The  county  of  York  levied  a  guard  for  the  king  Prepara 
of  600  men:  For  the  kings  of  England  had  hitherto  tions> 
lived  among  their  fubjects  like  fathers  among  their 
children,  and  had  derived  all  their  fecurity  from  the 
dignity  of  their  character,  and  from  the  protection 
of  the  laws.  The  two  houfes,  though  they  had  al- 
ready levied  a  guard  for  themfelves  ;  had  attempted 
to  feize  all  the  military  power,  all  the  navy,  and  all 
the  forts  of  the  kingdom  ;  and  had  openly  employed 
their  authority  in  every  kind  of  warlike  prepara- 
tions :  Yet  immediately  voted,  "  That  the  king, 
"  feduced  by  wicked  counfel,  intended  to  make 
"  war  againft  his  parliament,  who,  in  all  their  con- 
**  fultations  and  actions,  had  propofed  no  other 
"  end,  but  the  care  of  his  kingdoms,  and  the  per- 
"  formance  of  all  duty  and  loyalty  to  his  perfon  ; 
"  that  this  attempt  was  a  breach  of  the  truft  re- 
"  pofed  in  him  by  his  people,  contrary  to  his  oath, 
"  and  tending  to  a  diffolution  of  the  government ; 
"  and  that  whoever  fhould  affift  him  in  fuch  a  war, 
"  were  traitors  by  the  fundamental  laws  of  the 
"  kingdom  m." 

The  armies,  which  had  been  every-where  raifed 
on  pretence  of  the  fervice  in  Ireland,  were  hence- 

1  Whitlocke,  p.  S3'      Rufh.  vol.  v.  p.  56s >  &c-     May,  book  ii. 
p.  51.  n  "Wuitlocke,  p.  57.    Rufh  worth,  vol.  v.  p.  717. 

Dugdale,  p.  93.    May,  bookii.  p.  54. 
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forth  more  openly  mlifled  by  the  parliament  for 
their  own  purpofes,  and  the  command  of  them  was 
164a.  given  to  the  earl  of  Effex.  In  London  no  Iefs  than 
four  thoufand  men  inlifled  in  one  day R.  And  the 
parliament  voted  a  declaration,  which  they  required 
every  member  to  fubfcribe,  that  they  would  live 
and  die  with  their  general. 
10th  June.  They  iiTued  orders  for  bringing  in  loans  of  money 
and  plate,  in  order  to  maintain  forces  which  mould 
defend  the  king  and  both  houfes  of  parliament : 
For  this  ftyle  they  (till  preferved.  Within  ten  days, 
vafl  quantities  of  plate  were  brought  to  their  trea- 
furers.  Hardly  were  there  men  enow  to  receive  it, 
or  room  fufficient  to  flow  it :  And  many,  with  re- 
gret, were  obliged  to  carry  back  their  offerings, 
and  wait  till  the  treafurers  could  find  leifure  to  re- 
ceive them.  Such  zeal  animated  the  pious  parti- 
fans  of  the  parliament,  efpecially  in  the  city  !  The 
women  gave  up  all  the  plate  and  ornaments  of  their 
houfes,  and  even  their  filver  thimbles  and  bodkins, 
in  order  to  fupport  the  good  canfe  againft  the  maiig- 
nants  °. 

Meanwhile  the  fplendour  of  the  nobility,  with 
which  the  king  was  environed,  much  eclipfed  the 
appearance  at  Weftminfter.  Lord-keeper  Littleton, 
after  fending  the  great  feal  before  him,  had  fled  to 
York.  Above  forty  peers  of  the  fi.rH:  rank  attend- 
ed the  king  p  ;  while  the  houfe  of  lords  feldom  con- 
fifled  of  more  than  fixteen  members.  Near  the 
moiety  too  of  the  lower  houfe  abfented  them- 
felves  from  counfels  which  they  deemed  fo  full  of 
danger.  The  commons  fent  up  an  impeachment 
againft  nine  peers,  for  deferting  their  duty  in  par- 
liament. Their  own  members  alfo,  who  mould  re- 
turn to  them,  they  voted  not  to  admit,  till  fatisfied 
concerning  the  reafon  of  their  abfence. 

n  Vicar's  God  in  the  Mount.  °  Whitlocke,  p-  5?.    Dugdale, 

p.  96.  99.  P  M.iy,  hook  ii.  p.  59. 

Charles 


C  H  A  R  L  E  S      I.  49 1 

Charles  made  a  declaration  to  the  peers  who  chap 
attended  him,  that  he  expe&ed  from  them  no  obe-       LV- 
dience  to  any  commands  which  were  not  warranted  '    ^4i> 
by  the  laws  of  the  land.     The  peers  anfwered  this 
declaration   by  a  proteft,    in  which   they  declared 
their  refolution  to  obev  no  commands  but  fuch  as 
were  warranted  by  that  authority  s.     By  thefe  deli- 
berate engagements,  fo  worthy  of  an  Englim  prince 
and  Englim  nobility,  they  meant  to  confound  the 
furious   and  tumultuary  refolutions  taken   by  the 
parliament. 

The  queen,  difpofmg  of  the  crown-jewels  in 
Holland,  had  been  enabled  to  purchafe  a  cargo  of 
arms  and  ammunition.  Part  of  thefe,  after  efcaping 
many  perils,  arrived  fafely  to  the  king.  His  pre- 
parations were  not  near  fo  forward  as  thofe  of  the 
parliament.  In  order  to  remove  all  jealouiy,  he 
had  refolved,  that  their  ufurpations  and  illegal  pre- 
tentions mould  be  apparent  to  the  whole  world,  and 
thought,  that  to  recover  the  confidence  of  the  peo- 
ple was  a  point  much  more  material  to  his  intereft 
than  the  collecting  of  any  magazines,  ftores,  or  ar- 
mies, which  might  breed  apprehenfions  of  violent 
or  illegal  counfels.  But  the  urgent  neceffity  of  his 
fituation  no  longer  admitted  of  delay.  He  now 
prepared  himfelf  for  defence.  With  a  fpirit,  acti- 
vity, and  addrefs,  which  neither  the  one  party  ap- 
prehended, nor  the  other  expected,  he  employed  all 
the  advantages  which  remained  to  him,  and  roufed 
up  his  adherents  to  arms.  The  refources  of  this 
prince's  genius  increafed  in  proportion  to  his  diffi- 
culties ;  and  he  never  appeared  greater  than  when 
plunged  into  the  deepeft  perils  and  diftrefles.  From 
the  mixed  character,  indeed,  of  Charles,  arofe  in 
part  the  misfortunes  in  which  England  was  at  this 
time  involved.  His  political  errors,  or  rather 
weakneffes,  had  raifed  him  inveterate  enemies  :  His 

p  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  626,  627.    M?y,  book  ii.  p.  86.    "War- 
wick, p.  210. 
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CHAP,  eminent  moral  virtues  had  procured  him  zealous 
LV-       partifans  :  And  between  the  hatred  of  the  one,  and 
the  affections  of  the  other,  was  the  nation  agitated 
with  the  moil  violent  convulfions. 

That  the  king  might  defpair  of  all  compofition, 
the  parliament  fent  him  the  conditions  on  which 
they  were  willing  to  come  to  an  agreement.  Their 
demands,  contained  in  nineteen  proportions, 
amounted  to  a  total  abolition  of  monarchical 
authority.  They  required,  that  no  man  mould  re- 
main in  the  council,  who  was  not  agreeable  to  par- 
liament ;  that  no  deed  of  the  king's  mould  have 
validity,  unlefs  it  pafled  the  council,  and  was  at- 
tended under  their  hand  ;  that  all  the  officers  of  Hate 
and  principal  judges  mould  be  chofen  with  confent 
cf  parliament,  and  enjoy  their  offices  for  life;  that 
none  of  the  royal  family  mould  marry  without  con- 
lent  of  parliament  or  council ;  that  the  laws  mould 
be  executed  againfh  catholics ;  that  the  votes  of 
popifli  lords  fhould  be  excluded  ;  that  the  reforma- 
tion of  the  liturgy  and  church-government  mould 
have  place,  according  to  advice  of  parliament ;  that 
the  ordinance,  with  regard  to  the  militia,  be  fub- 
mitted  to;  that  the  juftice  of  parliament  pafs  upon  all 
delinquents ;  that  a  general  pardon  be  granted,  with 
fuch  exceptions  as  mould  be  advifed  by  parliament ; 
that  the  forts  and  caftles  be  difpofed  of  by  confent 
of  parliament ;  and  that  no  peer  be  made  but  with 
confent  of  both  houfesr. 

"  Should  I  grant  thefe  demands,"  faid  the  king 
in  reply,  "  I  may  be  waited  on  bareheaded  ;  1  may 
"  have  my  hand  killed ;  the  title  of  Majefly  may 
"  be  continued  to  me ;  and  The  king's  authority, 
"  Signified  by  both  hoafes,  may  ftill  be  the  flyle  of 
"  your  commands  ;  I  may  have  fwords  and  maces 
"  carried  before  me,  and  pleafe  myfelf  with  the 
"  fight  of  a  crown  and  fceptre  (though  even  thefe 

f  Ruflnvorth,  vol.  v.  p.  72a.    May,  book  ii.  p.  54. 
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"  twigswould  not  long  flourifh,  when  the  flock  upon  chap. 
"  which  they  grew  was  dead :    But  as  to  true  and       LV- 
"  real  power,  I  Ihould  remain  but  the  outfide,  but  <L~  ^ '~  ~* 
"  the  picture,  but  the  fign  of  a  king  s."    War  on 
any  terms  was  efleemed,  by  the  king  and  all  his 
counfellors,  preferable  to  fo  ignominious  a  peace. 
Charles  accordingly  refolved  to  fupport  his  autho- 
rity by  arms.    "  His  towns,'*  he  faid,  "  were  taken 
"  from  him,  his  fhips,  his  arms,  his  money ;    but 
"  there  ftill  remained  to  him  a  good  caufe,  and  the 
"  hearts  of  his  loyal  fubjecls,  which,  with  God's 
"  bleffing,  he  doubted  not,  would  recover  all  the 
*'  reft."     Collecting  therefore  fome  forces,  he  ad- 
vanced fouthwards  ;  and  at  Nottingham  he  erected  ajihAu*. 
his  royal  ftandard,  the  open  fignal  of  difcord  and 
civil  war  throughout  the  kingdom. 

*  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  718.     Warwick,  p.  189, 
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CHAP.      LVI. 

Commencement  of  the  civil  war State  of  parties 

Battle  of  Edgehill Negotiation  at  Oxford 

Viclories  of  the  royalifls  in  the  weft Battle 

of  Stratton Of  Lanfdown Of  Roundway 

down Death  ofHambden Briftol  taken 

Siege  of  Gloncefler Battle  of  Newbury Ac- 

tions   in  the  North  of  England Solemn  league 

land  covenant Arming  of  the  Scots State 

of  Ireland, 

~\*T~  T^-EN  two  names,  fo  facred  In  the  Englifli 
conftitution  as  thofe  of  King  and  Parlia- 
ment, were  placed  in  opposition  ;  no  wonder  the 
people  were  divided  in  their  choice,  and  were  agi- 
tated with  the  molt  violent  animofities  and  factions. 
The  nobility,  and  more  confiderable  gentry, 
dreading  a  total  confufion  of  rank  from  the  fury  of 
the  populace,  inlifled  themielves  in  defence  of  the 
monarch,  from  whom  they  received,  and  to  whom 
State  of  they  communicated,  their  luftre.  Animated  with 
parties.  tjle  /pjr}t  0f  loyalty,  derived  from  their  ancestors, 
they  adhered  to  the  ancient  principles  of  the  con- 
ilitution,  and  valued  themfelves  on  exerting  the 
maxims,  as  well  as  inheriting  the  poffeflions,  of  the 
old  Englifh  families.  And  while  they  pafled  their 
time  moftly  at  their  country-feats,  they  were  fur- 
prifed  to  hear  of  opinions  prevailing,  with  which 
they  had  ever  been  unacquainted,  and  which  im- 
plied not  a  limitation,  but  an  abolition  almofl  total, 
of  monarchical  authority. 

The  city  of  London,  on  the  other  hand,  and 

moil  of  the  great  corporations,  took  part  with  the 
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pailiament,  and  adopted  with  zeal  thofe  democra-  C  ha  p. 
tical  principles  on  which  the  pretenfions  of   that  ' 

affembly  were  founded.  The  government  of  cities,  ^j,. 
which  even  under  abfolute  monarchies  is  commonly 
republican,  inclined  them  to  this  party  :  The  fmail 
hereditary  influence,  which  can  be  retained  over  the 
induftrious  inhabitants  of  towns  ;  the  natural  inde- 
pendence of  citizens  ;  and  the  force  of  popular  cur- 
rents over  thofe  more  numerous  afTociations  of 
mankind ;  all  thefe  caufes  gave,  there,  authority  to 
the  new  principles  propagated  throughout  the  na- 
tion. Many  families  too,  which  had  lately  been 
enriched  by  commerce,  faw  with  indignation,  that, 
notwithstanding  their  opulence,  they  could  not  raife 
themfelves  to  a  level  with  the  ancient  gentry  :  They 
therefore  adhered  to  a  power,  by  whofe  fuccefs  they 
hoped  to  acquire  rank  and  confederation f.  And  the 
new  fplendour  and  glory  of  the  Dutch  common- 
wealth, where  liberty  fo  happily  fupported  induflry, 
made  the  commercial  part  of  the  nation  deilre  to 
fee  a  like  form  of  government  eftablifhed  in  Eng- 
land. 

The  genius  of  the  two  religions,  fo  clofely  at  this 
time  interwoven  with  politics,  correfponded  exa&ly 
to  thefe  divifions.  The  prefbyterian  religion  was 
new.  republican.,  and  fuited  to  the  genius  of  the 
populace  :  The  other  had  an  air  of  greater  mow  and 
ornament,  was  eftablifhed  on  ancient  authority,  and 
bore  an  affinity  to  the  kingly  and  ariftocratical  parts 
of  the  conftitution.  The  devotees  of  prefbytery 
became  of  courfe  zealous  partifans  of  the  parlia- 
ment :  The  friends  cf  the  epifcopal  church  valued 
themfelves  on  defending  the  rights  of  monarchy. 

Some  men  alfo  there  were  of  liberal  education 
who,  being  either  carelefs  or  ignorant  of  thofe  dis- 
putes bandied  about  by  the  clergy  of  both  fides, 
afpired  to  nothing  but  an  eafy  enjoyment  of  life, 

z  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  4. 


496  HISTORY    OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 

CHAP,  amidft  the  jovial  entertainment  and   focial  inter- 
L^  '•       courfe  of  their  companions.     All  thefe   flocked  to 
l6_.,.      the  king's  ftandard,  where  they  breathed  a  freer  air, 
and  were  exempted  from  that  rigid  precifenefs  and 
melancholy  aufterity,  which  reigned  among  the  par- 
liamentary party. 

Never  was  a  quarrel  more  unequal  than  feemed 
at  firfl  that  between  the  contending  parties :  Almoft 
every  advantage  lay  againit  the  royal  caufe.  The 
king's  revenue  had  been  feized,  from  the  beginning, 
by  the  parliament,  who  iffued  out  to  him,  from 
time  to  time,  fniall  funis  for  his  prefent  fubfiitence  ; 
and  as  foon  as  he  withdrew  to  York,  they  totally 
Hopped  all  payments.  London  and  all  the  fea- 
ports,  except  Newcaftle,  being  in  their  hands,  the 
cuiloras  yielded  them  a  certain  and  considerable 
fupply  of  money ;  and  all  contributions,  loans,  and 
impofitions,  were  more  eafily  raifed  from  the  cities 
which  poiTefTed  the  ready  money,  and  where  men 
lived  under  their  infpeciion,  than  they  could  be 
levied  by  the  king  in  thofe  open  countries,  which 
after  fome  time  declared  for  him. 

The  feamen  naturally  followed  the  difpofition  of 
the  fea-ports  to  which  they  belonged  :  And  the  earl 
of  Northumberland,  lord  admiral,  having  embraced 
the  party  of  the  parliament,  had  appointed,  at  their 
defire,  the  earl  of  warwic  to  be  his  lieutenant,  who 
at  once  eftablifhed  his  authority  in  the  fleet,  and 
kept  the  entire  dominion  of  the  fea  in  the  hands  of 
that  aflembly. 

All  the  magazines  of  arms  and  ammunition  were 
from  the  firft  feized  by  the  parliament ;  and  their 
fleet  intercepted  the  greater  part  of  thofe  which 
were  fent  by  the  queen  from  Holland.  The  king 
was  obliged,  in  order  to  arm  his  followers,  to  bor- 
row the  weapons  of  the  train-bands,  under  promife 
of  reftoring  them  as  foon  as  peace  mould  be  fettled 
in  the  kingdom. 

Ths 
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The  veneration  for  parliaments  was  at  this  time 
extreme  throughout  the  nation u.  The  cuftom  of 
reviling  thofe  affemblies  for  corruption,  as  it  had  iZjTT 
no  pretence,  fo  was  it  unknown,  during  all  former 
ages.  Few  or  no  inftances  of  their  encroaching  am- 
bition or  felfifh  claims  had  hitherto  been  obferved. 
Men  confidered  the  houfe  of  commons  in  no  other 
light  than  as  the  reprefentatives  of  the  nation,  whofe 
intereft  was  the  fame  with  that  of  the  public,  who 
were  the  eternal  guardians  of  law  and  liberty,  and 
whom  no  motive,  but  the  necefTary  defence  of  the 
people,  could  ever  engage  in  an  oppofition  to  the 
crown.  The  torrent,  therefore,  of  general  affec- 
tion ran  to  the  parliament.  What  is  the  great  ad- 
vantage of  popularity,  the  privilege  of  affixing  epi- 
thets, fell  of  courfe  to  that  party.  The  king's  adhe- 
rents were  the  Wicked  and  the  Malignant :  Their  ad- 
verfaries  were  the  Godly  and  the  Well-affecled.  And 
as  the  force  of  the  cities  was  more  united  than  that 
of  the  country,  and  at  once  gave  fhelter  and  pro- 
tection to  the  parliamentary  party,  who  could  eahly 
fupprefs  the  royalifts  in  their  neighbourhood,  almoffc 
the  whole  kingdom,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
war,  feemed  to  be  in  the  hands  of  the  parliament w. 

What  alone  gave  the  king  fome  compenfation 
for  all  the  advantages  poffeffed  by  his  adverfaries, 
was  the  nature  and  qualities  of  his  adherents.  More 
bravery  and  activity  were  hoped  for,  from  the  gene- 
rous fpirit  of  the  nobles  and  gentry,  than  from  the 
bafe  difpofition  of  the  multitude.  And  as  the  men 
of  eftates,  at  their  own  expence,  levied  and  armed 
their  tenants,  befides  an  attachment  to  their  mailers, 
greater  force  and  courage  were  to  be  expected  in 
thefe  ruftic  troops,  than  in  the  vicious  and  enervated 
populace  of  cities. 

The  neighbouring  dates  of  Europe,  being  en- 
gaged in  violent  wars,  little  interefted  themfelves  in 

u  Walker,  p.  336.  w  Warwick,  p.  31?. 
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chap,  thefe  civil  commotions ;  and  this  ill  and  enjoyed  the 
L  ,  Angular  advantage  (for  fuch  it  furely  was)  of  fight- 
1642.  ing  out  its  own  quarrels  without  the  interpofition  of 
foreigners.  France,  from  policy,  had  fomented  the 
firfl  diforders  in  Scotland ;  had  fent  over  arms  to 
the  Irifh  rebels  ;  and  continued  to  give  countenance 
to  the  Englifh  parliament :  Spain,  from  bigotry, 
furnifhed  the  Irifli  with  fome  fupplies  of  money  and 
arms.  The  prince  of  Orange,  clofely  allied  to  the 
crown,  encouraged  Englifh  officers,  who  ferved  in 
the  Low  Countries,  to  enlift  in  the  king's  army : 
The  Scottifh  officers,  who  had  been  formed  in 
Germany,  and  in  the  late  commotions,  chiefly  took 
part  with  the  parliament. 

The  contempt  entertained  by  the  parliament  for 
the  king's  party  was  fo  great,   that  it  was  the  chief 
caufe  of  pufhing  matters  to  fuch  extremities  againfl 
him ;  and  many  believed  that  he  never  would  at- 
tempt refiftance,  but  muit  foon  yield  to  the  preten- 
fions,  however  enormous,  of  the  two  houfes.  Even 
after  his  flandard  was  erected,    men  could  not  be 
brought  to  apprehend  the  danger  of  a  civil  war ; 
nor  was  it  imagined  that  he  would  have  the  impru- 
dence to  enrage  his  implacable  enemies,  and  render 
his  own  condition  more  defperate,  by  oppofmg  a 
force  which  was  fo  much  fuperior.     The  low  condi- 
tion in  which  he  appeared  at  Nottingham  confirmed 
all  thefe  hopes.     His  artillery,  though  far  from  nu- 
merous, had  been  left  at  York,  for  want  of  horfes 
to  tranfport  it.     Befides  the  trained  bands  of  the 
county,    raifed  by  fir  John  Digby,  the  fherifF,  he 
had  not  gotten  together  above  three  hundred  infan- 
try.     His  cavalry,    in  which   confified  his   chief 
ilrength,    exceeded  not  eight  hundred,    and  were 
very  ill  provided  with  arms.     The  forces  of  the  par- 
.    ment   lay  at  Northampton,    within  a  few  days 
march  of  him  ;    and  confified  of  above  fix  thoufand 
men  well  armed  and  well   appointed.     Had   thefe 
troops  advanced  upon  him,   they  mufl  foon  have 

diffipated 


C  H  A  R  L  E  S      I.  499 

diflipated  the  fmall  force  which  he  ha^l  alTembled.  c  H  A  p. 
By  purfuing  him  in  his  retreat,  thev  had  fo  difcre-  LVI- 
dited  his  caufe,  and  difcouraged  his  adherents,  as  ^"^  J 
to  have  for  ever  prevented  his  collecting  an  army- 
able  to  make  head  againlt  them.  But  the  '  earl  of 
Eifex,  the  parliamentary  general,  had  not  yet  re- 
ceived any  orders  from  his  matters  ".  What  ren- 
dered them  fo  backward,  after  fuch  precipitate  fteps 
as  they  had  formerly  taken,  is  not  eafily  explained. 
It  is  probable,  that  in  the  extreme  diflrefs  of  his 
party  confiiled  the  prefent  fafety  of  the  king.  The 
parliament  hoped,  that  the  royalifts,  fenfible  of  their 
feeble  condition,  and  convinced  of  their  {lender  re- 
fources,  would  difperfe  of  themfelves,  and  leave 
their  advcrfaries  a  victory,  fo  much  the  more  com- 
plete and  fecure,  as  it  would  be  gained  without  the 
appearance  of  force,  and  without  bloodfhed.  Per- 
haps too,  when  it  became  neceffary  to  make  the 
concluding  ftep,  and  offer  barefaced  violence  to 
their  fovereign,  their  fcruples  and  apprehenfions, 
though  not  fufficient  to  overcome  their  resolutions, 
were  able  to  retard  the  execution  of  them y. 

Sir  Jacob  Ailley,  whom  the  king  had  appointed 
major-general  of  his  intended  army,  told  him,  that 
he  could  not  give  him  affurance  but  he  might  be 
taken  out  of  his  bed,  if  the  rebels  fhould  make  a 
brilk  attempt  to  that  purpofe.  All  the  king's  at- 
tendants were  full  of  well-grounded  apprehenfions. 
Some  of  the  lords  having  defired  that  a  meifage 
might  be  fent  to  the  parliament,  with  overtures  to 
a  treaty,  Charles,  who  well  knew  that  an  accommo- 
dation, in  his  prefent  condition,  meant  nothing 
but  a  total  fubmimon,  hattily  broke  up  the  council, 
left  this  propofal  mould  be  farther  infilled  on.  But 
next  day,  the  earl  of  Southampton,  whom  no  one 
could  fufpect  of  bafe  or  timid  fentiments,  having 
offered  the  fame  advice  in  council,  it  was  hearkened 

*  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  i,  2.  ?  Idem,  ibid,  p,  18. 
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CHAP,  to  with  more  coolnefs  and  deliberation.  He  urged, 
LVI'  that  though  fuch  a  ftep  would  probably  increafe 
1642.  the  infolence  of  the  parliament,  this  was  fo  far  from 
being  an  objection,  that  fuch  difpofitions  mufl  ne- 
cdfarily  turn  to  the  advantage  of  the  royal  caufe: 
That  if  they  refufed  to  treat,  which  was  more  pro- 
bable, the  very  found  of  peace  was  fo  popular,  that 
nothing  could  more  difguft  the  nation  than  fuch 
haughty  feverity :  That  if  they  admitted  of  a  treaty, 
their  propofals,  confidering  their  prefent  iituation, 
would  be  fo  exorbitant,  as  to  open  the  eyes  of  their 
mod  partial  adherents,  and  turn  the  general  favour 
to  the  king's  party  :  And  that,  at  worit,  time  might 
be  gained  by  this  expedient,  and  a  delay  of  the  im- 
minent danger  with  which  the  king  was  at  prefent 
threatened  z. 

Charles,  on  alTembling  the  council,  had  de- 
clared againfl  all  advances  towards  an  accommoda- 
tion ;  and  had  faid,  that,  having  now  nothing  left 
him  but  his  honour,  this  lafl  pofleffion  he  was  re- 
folved  fleadily  to  preferve,  and  rather  to  perifh  than 
yield  any  farther  to  the  pretenfions  of  his  enemies a. 
But,  by  the  unanimous  defire  of  the  counfellors,  he 
was  prevailed  on  to  embrace  Southampton's  advice. 
That  nobleman,  therefore,  with  fir  John  Colepeper 
and  fir  William  Uvedale,  was  difpatched  to  Lon- 
don, with  offers  of  a  treaty  \  The  manner  in  which 
they  were  received  gave  little  hopes  of  fuccefs. 
Southampton  was  not  allowed  by  the  peers  to  take 
his  feat ;  but  was  ordered  to  deliver  his  meffage  to 
the  ufher,  and  immediately  to  depart  the  city : 
The  commons  mowed  little  better  difpofition  to- 
wards Colepeper  and  Uvedale c.  Both  houfes  re- 
plied, that  they  could  admit  of  no  treaty  with  the 
king,  till  he  took  down  his  ftandard,  and  recalled 
his  proclamations,  in  which  the  parliament  fuppofed 

2  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  7.  a  Idem,  ibid. 
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themfelves  to  be  declared  traitors.     The  king,  by  chap. 
a  fecond  mefiage,  denied  any  fuch  intention  againlt  ' 

the  two  houfes  ;  but  offered  to  recal  thefe  procla-  l(,4X. 
mations,  provided  the  parliament  agreed  to  recal 
theirs,  in  which  his  adherents  were  declared  traitors. 
They  defired  him,  in  return,  to  difmifs  his  forces, 
to  refide  with  his  parliament,  and  to  give  up  de- 
linquents to  their  juftice ;  that  is,  abandon  himfelf 
and  his  friends  to  the  mercy  of  his  enemies d.  Both 
parties  flattered  themfelves,  that,  by  thefe  mefiages 
and  replies,  they  had  gained  the  ends  which  they 
propofed e.  The  king  believed  that  the  people 
were  made  fufficiently  fenfible  of  the  parliament's 
infolence  and  averfion  to  peace;  The  parliament 
intended,  by  this  vigour  in  their  refolutions,  to  fup- 
port  the  vigour  of  their  military  operations. 

The  courage  of  the  parliament  was  increafed,be- 
fides  their  great  fuperiority  of  force,  by  two  recent 
events,  which  had  happened  in  their  favour.  Go- 
ring was  governor  of  Portfmouth,  the  belt  fortified 
town  in  the  kingdom,  and,  by  its  fituation,  of  great 
importance.  This  man  feemed  to  have  rendered 
himfelf  an  implacable  enemy  to  the  king,  by  be- 
traying, probably  magnifying,  the  fecret  cabals  of 
the  army  ;  and  the  parliament  thought  that  his  fide- 
lity to  them  might,  on  that  account,  be  entirely 
depended  on.  But  the  fame  levity  of  mind  ftill  at- 
tended him,  and  the  fame  difregard  to  engage- 
ments and  profeffions.  He  took  underhand  his 
meafures  with  the  court,  and  declared  againft  the 
parliament.  But,  though  he  had  been  fufficiently 
fupplied  with  money,  and  long  before  knew  his 
danger,  fo  fmall  was  his  forefight,  that  he  had  left 
the  place  entirely  deftitute  of  provifions,  and  in  a 
few  days  he  was  obliged  to  furrender  to  the  parlia- 
mentary forces  f. 

J  Riifhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  786.      Dugdale,  p.  102. 
e  Whitlocke,  p.  59.  f  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p.  683.    Whit- 

locke,  p.  60.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  19. 
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CHAT.  The  marquis  of  Hertford  was  a  nobleman  of  the 
tJ^j^j  greater!  quality  and  character  in  the  kingdom,  and, 
1642.  equally  with  the  king,  defcended,  by  a  female,  from 
Henry  VII.  During  the  reign  of  James,  he  had 
attempted,  without  having  obtained  the  confent  of 
that  monarch,  to  marry  Arabella  Stuart,  a  lady 
nearly  related  to  the  crown  ;  and,  upon  difcovery 
of  his  intentions,  had  been  obliged,  for  fome  time, 
to  fly  the  kingdom.  Ever  after,  he  was  looked  on 
with  an  evil  eye  at  court,  from  which,  in  a  great 
meafure,  he  withdrew  ;  and  living  in  an  independ- 
ent manner.,  he  addicted  himfelf  entirely  to  literary 
occupations  and  amufements.  In  proportion  as  the 
king  declined  in  popularity,  Hertford's  character 
flourimed  with  the  people  ;  and  when  this  parlia- 
ment aftembled,  no  nobleman  porTefTbd  more  ge- 
neral favour  and  authority.  By  his  fagacity,  he 
foon  perceived,  that  the  commons,  net  content  with 
correcting  the  abufes  of  government,  were  carried, 
by  the  natural  current  of  power  and  popularity,  into 
the  oppofite  extreme,  and  were  committing  viola- 
tions, no  lels  dangerous  than  the  former,  upon  the 
Englifh  conftitution.  Immediately  he  devoted  him- 
felf to  the  fupport  of  the  king's  falling  authority, 
and  was  prevailed  with  to  be  governor  to  the  young 
prince,  and  refide  at  court,  to  which,  in  the  eyes  of 
all  men,  he  gave,  by  his  prefence,  a  new  luftre  and 
authority.  So  high  was  his  character  for  mildnefs 
and  humanity,  that  he  ftill  preferved,  by  means  of 
tnefe  popular  virtues,  the  public  favour  ;  and  every 
one  was  fenfible  of  the  true  motive  of  his  change. 
Notwithflanding  his  habits  of  eafe  and  ftudy,  he 
now  exerted  himlelf  in  raifing  an  army  for  the  king; 
and  being  named  general  of  the  welfern  counties, 
where  his  intereft  chiefly  lay,  he  began  to  affemble 
forces  in  Somerfetfhire.  By  the  afliitance  of  lord 
Seymour,  lord  Paulet,  John  Digby,  fon  of  the 
earl  of  Briltol,  fir  Francis  Hawley,  and  others,  he 
had  drawn  together  fome  appearance  of  an  army ; 

when 
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when  the  parliament,  apprehenfive  of  the  danger,  C  hap. 
fent  the  earl  of  Bedford  with  a  confiderable  force      ^^   m 
againft  him.      On  his  approach,  Hertford  was  ob-      x^%. 
liged  to  retire  into  Sherborne  cattle  ;    and,  finding 
that  place  untenable,  he  himfelf  palled   over  into 
Wales,  leaving  fir  Ralph  Hopton,  fir  John  Berke- 
ley, Digby,    and   other  officers,   with  their  horfe, 
confiding  of  about  a  hundred  and  twenty,  to  march 
into  Cornwal,  in  hopes  of  finding  that  county  better 
prepared  for  their  reception  ?. 

All  the  difperfed  bodies  of  the  parliamentary 
army  were  now  ordered  to  march  to  Northampton ; 
and  the  earl  of  EiTex,  who  had  joined  them,  found 
the  whole  amount  to  15,000  men b.  The  king, 
though  his  camp  had  been  gradually  reinforced  from 
all  quarters,  was  fenfible  that  he  had  no  army  which 
could  cope  with  fo  formidable  a  force  ;  and  he 
thought  it  prudent,  by  flow  marches,  to  retire  to 
Derby,  thence  to  Shrewfbury,  in  order  to  counte- 
nance the  levies  which  his  friends  were  making  in' 
thofe  parts.  At  Wellington,  a  day's  march  from 
Shrewfbury,  he  made  a  rendezvous  of  all  his  forces, 
and  caufed  his  military  orders  to  be  read  at  the  head 
of  every  regiment.  That  he  might  bind  himfelf  by 
reciprocal  ties,  he  folemnly  made  the  following  de- 
claration before  his  whole  army  : 

"  I  do  promife,  in  the  prefence  of  Almighty  God, 
"  and  as  I  hope  for  his  blefiing  and  protection,  that 
"  I  will,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power,  defend  and 
"  maintain  the  true  reformed  proteflant  religion, 
"  eitablifhed  in  the  church  of  England,  and,  by  the 
"  grace  of  God,  in  the  fame  will  live  and  die. 

"  I  desire  that  the  laws  may  ever  be  the  mea- 
**  fure  of  my  government,  and  that  the  liberty  and 
"  property  of  the  fubject  may  be  preferved  by  them 
*4  with  the  fame  care  as  my  own  juft  rights.     And 

2  Clarendon,  vol.  vi.  p.  2,  3,  &c.  *  Whitlocke,  p.  60. 
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C  h  A  P.  "  if  it  pleafe  God,  by  his  blefiing  on  this  army, 
_  "  raifed  for  my  necefiary  defence,  to  preferve  me 
164a.  "  from  the  prefent  rebellion,  I  do  folemnly  and 
"  faithfully  promife,  in  the  fight  of  God,  to  main- 
"  tain  the  juft  privileges  and  freedom  of  parlia- 
"  ment,  and  to  govern,  to  the  utmoft  of  my  power, 
"  by  the  known  ftatutes  and  cuftems  of  the  king- 
"  dom,  and  particularly  to  obferve  inviolably  the 
"  laws  to  which  I  have  given  my  confent  this  par- 
"  liament.  Meanwhile,  if  this  emergence,  and  the 
"  great  neceility  to  which  I  am  driven,  beget  any 
"  violation  of  law,  I  hope  it  mail  be  imputed  by 
"  God  and  man  to  the  authors  of  this  war  ;  not  to 
"  me,  who  have  fo  earneflly  laboured  to  preferve 
"  the  peace  of  the  kingdom. 

"  When  I  willingly  fail  in  thefe  particulars,  I 
"  fhall  expect  no  aid  or  relief  from  man,  nor  any 
*c  protection  from  above :  But  in  this  resolution  I 
"  hope  for  the  cheerful  afiiftance  of  all  good  men, 
"  and  am  confident  of  the  blefimg  of  heaven '." 

Though  the  concurrence  of  the  church  un- 
doubtedly increafed  the  king's  adherents,  it  may 
Safely  be  affirmed,  that  the  high  monarchical  doc- 
trines, fo  much  inculcated  by  the  clergy,  had  never 
done  him  any  real  fervice.  The  bulk  of  that  ge- 
nerous train  of  nobility  and  gentry  who  now  at- 
tended the  king  in  his  diftrelfes,  breathed  the  fpirit 
of  liberty,  as  well  as  of  loyalty  :  And  in  the  hopes 
alone  of  his  Submitting  to  a  legal  and  limited  go- 
vernment, were  they  willing,  in  his  defence,  to  fa- 
crifice  their  lives  and  fortunes. 

While  the  king's  army  lay  at  Shrewsbury,  and 
he  was  employing  himfelf  in  collecting  money, 
which  he  received,  though  in  no  great  quantities, 
by  voluntary  contributions,  and  by  the  plate  of  the 
uiiiverhties,  which  was  fent  him,  the  news  arrived 

*  Clarepdop,  vol.  iii.  p.  16,  17.    Dugdale,  p.  104. 
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of  an  action,  the  firft  which  had  happened  in  thefe  chap. 
wars,  and  where  he  was  fuccefsful.  ■,.--'  j» 

On  the  appearance  of  commotions  in  England,  164a. 
the  princes  Rupert  and  Maurice,  fons  of  the  un- 
fortunate Palatine,  had  offered  their  fervice  to  the 
king  ;  and  the  former,  at  that  time,  commanded  a 
body  of  horfe,  which  had  been  fent  to  Worcefter, 
in  order  to  watch  the  motions  of  EfTex,  who  was 
marching  towards  that  city.  No  fooner  had  the 
prince  arrived,  than  he  faw  fome  cavalry  of  the 
enemy  approaching  the  gates.  Without  delay,  he 
brifkly  attacked  them,  as  they  were  defiling  from  a 
lane,  and  forming  themfelves.  Colonel  Sandys, 
who  led  them,  and  who  fought  with  valour,  being 
mortally  wounded,  fell  from  his  horfe.  The  whole 
party  was  routed,  and  was  purfued  above  a  mile. 
The  prince,  hearing  of  Effex's  approach,  returned 
to  the  main  body k.  This  rencounter,  though 
in  itfelf  of  fmall  importance,  mightily  raifed  the 
reputation  of  the  royalifts,  and  acquired  to  prince 
Rupert  the  character  of  promptitude  and  courage  ; 
qualities  which  he  eminently  difplayed  during  the 
whole  courfe  of  the  war. 

The  king,  on  muftering  his  army,  found  it 
amount  to  10,000  men.  The  earl  of  Lindefey, 
who  in  his  youth  had  fought  experience  of  military 
fervice  in  the  Low  Countries ',  was  general :  Prince 
Rupert  commanded  the  horfe :  Sir  Jacob  Aftley,  the 
foot :  Sir  Arthur  Aflon,  the  dragoons  :  Sir  John 
Heydon,  the  artillery.  Lord  Bernard  Stuart  was 
at  the  head  of  a  troop  of  guards.  The  eftates  and 
revenue  of  this  fingle  troop,  according  to  lord  Cla- 
rendon's computation,  were  at  leaft  equal  to  thofe 
of  all  the  members  who,  at  the  commencement  of 
war,  voted  in  both  houfes.  Their  fervants,  under 
the  command  of  fir  William  Killigrew,  made  an- 

*  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  25.    May,  book  iii.  p.  10. 
J  lie  was  then  lord  Willoughby, 
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CHAP,  other  troop,  and  always  marched  with   their   ma- 

1642.  With  this  army  the  king  left  Shrewfbury,  re- 

tatb  Oct.  folviig  to  give  battle  as  foon  as  pollible  to  the  army 
of  the  parliament,  which,  he  heard,  was  continually 
augmenting  by  fupplies  from  London.  In  order  to 
bring  on  an  action,  he  directed  his  march  towards 
the  capital,  which,  he  knew,  the  enemy  would  not 
abandon  to  him.  Effex  had  now  received  his  inftruc- 
tions.  The  import  of  them  was,  to  prefent  a  moif. 
humble  petition  to  the  king,  and  to  refcue  him  and 
the  royal  family  from  thoie  defperate  malignants, 
who  had  feized  their  perfons p.  Two  days  after  the 
departure  of  the  rovaliils  from  Shrewfbury,  he  left 
W orcefter.  Though  it  be  commonly  eafy  in  civil 
wars  to  get  intelligence,  the  armies  were  within  fix 
miles  of  each  other,  ere  either  of  the  generals  was 
acquainted  with  the  approach  of  his  enemy. 
Shrewfbury  and  Worceiter,  the  places  from  which 
they  let  out,  are  not  above  twenty  miles  diftant ;  yet 
had  the  two  armies  marched  ten  days  in  this  mutual 
ignorance.  So  much  had  military  ikill,  during  a 
long  peace,  decayed  in  England". 
^attle  ?f  The  royal  army  lay  near  Banbury :  That  of  the 
0  "  '  parliament  at  Keinton,  in  the  county  of  Warwic. 
33d  of  Oct.  prjnce  RUpert  fent  intelligence  of  the  enemy's  ap- 
proach. Though  the  day  was  far  advanced,  the 
king  refolved  upon  the  attack :  Effex  drew  up  his 
men  to  receive  him.  Sir  Faithful  Fortefcue,  who 
had  levied  a  troop  for  the  Irifh  wars,  had  been 
obliged  to  ferve  in  the  parliamentary  armv,  and  was 
now  polled  1  the  left  wing,  commanded  by  Ram- 
fay,  a  Scotchman.  No  fooner  did  the  icing's  army 
approach,  than  Fortefcue,  ordering  his  troop  to  dis- 
charge their  piilols  in  the  ground,  pilt  himfelf  under 
the  command  of  prince  Rupert.     Partly  from  this 

«  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  41.     Wr.rwic!:,  p.  231. 

n  Whitlocke,  p.  59.     Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  27,  28,  &c. 
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incident,  partly  from  the  furious  mock  made  upon  c  HA  P. 
them  by  the  prince ;  that  whole  wing  of  cavalry  ^  ' 
immediately  fled,  and  were  purfued  for  two  miles.  1642. 
The  right  wing  of  the  parliament's  army  had  no 
better  fuccefs.  .  Chafed  from  their  ground  by  Wil- 
mot  and  fir  Arthur  Afton,  they  alfo  took  to  flight. 
The  king's  body  of  referve,  commanded  by  fir 
John  Biron,  judging,  like  raw  foldiers,  that  all  was 
over,  and  impatient  to  have  fome  (hare  in  the  ac- 
tion, heedlefsly  followed  the  chafe,  which  their  left 
wing  had  precipitately  led  them.  Sir  William  Bal- 
four, who  commanded  Effex's  referve,  perceived 
the  advantage  :  He  wheeled  about  upon  the- king's 
infantry,  now  quite  unfurnifhed  of  horfe  ;  and  he 
made  great  havoc  among  them.  Lindefey,  the  ge- 
neral, was  mortally  wounded,  and  taken  prifoner. 
His  fon,  endeavouring  his  refcue,  fell  likewife  into 
the  enemy's  hands.  Sir  Edmund  Verney,  who 
carried  the  king's  flandard,  was  killed,  and  the 
flandard  taken  ;  but  it  was  afterwards  recovered.  In 
this  fituation,  prince  Rupert,  on  his  return,  found 
affairs.  Every  thing  bore  the  appearance  of  a  de- 
feat, inflead  of.  a  victory,  with  which  he  had  haflily 
flattered  himfelf.  Some  advifed  the  king  to  leave 
the  field :  But  that  prince  rejected  fuch  pufillani- 
mous  counfel.  The  two  armies  faced  each  other 
for  fome  time,  and  neither  of  them  retained  courage 
fufficient  for  a  new  attack.  All  night  they  lay  under 
arms  ;  and  next  morning  found  themfelves  in  fight 
of  each  other.  General,  as  well  as  foldier,  on  both 
fides,  feemcd  averfe  to  renew  the  battle.  Effex 
firfl  drew  off,  and  retired  to  Warwic.  The  king 
returned  to  his  former  quarters.  Five  thoufand 
men  are  faid  to  have  been  found  dead  on  the  field 
of  battle  ;  and  the  lofs  of  the  two  armies,  as  far  as 
we  can  judge  by  the  oppofite  accounts,  was  nearly 
equal.  Such  was  the  event  of  this  firfl  battle, 
fought  at  Keinton,  or  Edge-hill  p. 

P  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  44,  &c.    May,  bookiii.  p.  16,  &c. 
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CHAP.  Some  of  EfTex's  horfe  who  had  been  driven  off 
LV1,  the  field  in  the  beginning  of  the  action,  flying  to  a 
1642.  great  diftance,  carried  news  of  a  total  defeat,  and 
(truck  a  mighty  terror  into  the  city  and  parliament. 
After  a  few  days,  a  more  juft  account  arrived  ;  and 
then  the  parliament  pretended  to  a  complete  vic- 
tory H.  The  king  alfo,  on  his  part,  was  not  wanting 
to  difplay  his  advantages ;  though,  except  the  tak- 
ing of  Banbury,  a  few  days  after,  he  had  few  marks 
of  victory  to  boaft  of.  He  continued  his  march, 
and  took  pofTeffion  of  Oxford,  the  only  town  in  his 
dominions  which  was  altogether  at  his  devotion. 

After  the  royal  army  was  recruited  and  refrefh- 
ed;  as  the  weather  flill  continued  favourable,  it  was 
again  put  in  motion.  A  party  of  horfe  approached 
to  Reading,  of  which  Martin  was  appointed  gover- 
nor by  the  parliament.  Both  governor  and  garrifon 
were  feized  with  a  panic,  and  fled  with  precipitation 
to  London.  The  king,  hoping  that  every  thing 
would  yield  before  him,  advanced  with  his  whole 
army  to  Reading.  The  parliament,  who,  inftead 
of  their  fond  expectations,  that  Charles  would  never 
be  able  to  collect  an  army,  had  now  the  profpecl:  of 
a  civil  war,  bloody,  and  of  uncertain  event ;  were 
farther  alarmed  at  the  near  approach  of  the  royal 
army,  while  their  own  forces  lay  at  a  diftance. 
They  voted  an  addrefs  for  a  treaty.  The  king's 
nearer  approach  to  Colebroke  quickened  their  ad- 
vances for  peace.  Northumberland  and  Pembroke, 
with  three  commoners,  prefented  the  addrefs  of 
both  houfes ;  in  which  they  befought  his  majefty  to 
appoint  fome  convenient  place  where  he  might  re- 
fide,  till  committees  could  attend  him  with  propo- 
fais.  The  king  named  Windfor,  and  defired  that 
their  garrifon  might  be  removed,  and  his  own  troops 
admitted  into  that  caftle r. 

q  Whitlocke,  p.  61.    Clarendon,  vol.  ill.  p.  59. 
I  Whitlocke,  p.  6z.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii-  p.  73. 
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Meanwhile  EfTex,  advancing  by  hafty  marches,  chap. 
had  arrived  at  London.  But  neither  the  prefence  LVj; 
of  his  army,  nor  the  precarious  hopes  of  a  treaty,  !642. 
retarded  the  king's  approaches.  Charles  attacked,  30th  Nov. 
at  Brentford,  two  regiments  quartered  there,  and 
after  a  fharp  action  beat  them  from  that  village, 
and  took  about  500  prifoners.  The  parliament 
had  fent  orders  to  forbear  all  hoftilities,  and  had  ex- 
pected the  fame  from  the  king  ;  though  no  ftipula- 
tions  to  that  purpofe  had  been  mentioned  by  their 
commiffioners.  Loud  complaints  were  raifed 
againft  this  attack,  as  if  it  had  been  the  moll  appa- 
rent perfidy,  and  breach  of  treaty  \  Inflamed  with 
refentment,  as  well  as  anxious  for  its  own  fafety, 
the  city  marched  its  trained  bands  in  excellent 
order,  and  joined  the  army  under  Effex.  The  par- 
liamentary army  now  amounted  to  above  24,000 
men,  and  was  much  fuperior  to  that  of  the  king r. 
After  both  armies  had  faced  each  other  for  fome 
time,  Charles  drew  off  and  retired  to  Reading, 
thence  to  Oxford. 

While  the  principal  armies  on  both  fides  were 
kept  in  inaction  by  the  winter  feafon,  the  king  and 
parliament  were  employed  in  real  preparations  for 
war,  and  in  feeming  advances  towards  peace.  By 
means  of  contributions  or  afieflments,  levied  by  the 
horfe,  Charles  maintained  his  cavalry :  By  loans 
and  voluntary  prefents,  fent  him  from  all  parts  of 
the  kingdom,  he  fupported  his  infantry :  But  the 
fupplies  were  (till  very  unequal  to  the  neceffities  un- 
der which  he  laboured u.  The  parliament  had  much 
greater  refources  for  money  ;  and  had,  by  confe- 
quence,  every  military  preparation  in  much  greater 
order  and  abundance.  Befides  an  impofition  levied 
in  London,  amounting  to  the  five-and-twentieth 
part  of  every  one's  fubftance,  they  eftablifhed  on 


»  Whitlocke,  p.  62.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  75. 
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CHAP,  that  city  a  weekly  afleflment  of  10,000  pounds, 
LVL  and  another  of  23,518,  on  the  reft  of  the  king- 
1642.  dom  w.  And  as  their  authority  was  at  prefent  efta- 
blifhed  in  mod  counties,  they  levied  thefe  taxes 
with  regularity  ;  though  they  art  ounted  to  fums 
much  greater  than  the  nation  had  formerly  paid  to 
the  public. 
jg43(  The  king  and  parliament  fent  reciprocally  their 
demands ;  and  a  treaty  commenced,  but  without 
any  cefTation  of  hoflilities,  as  had  at  firft  been  pro- 
pofed.  The  earl  of  Northumberland,  and  four 
members  of  the  lower  houfe,  came  to  Oxford  as 
Negotin-  commiflioners x.  In  this  treaty  the  king  perpetu- 
tion  at  ajjy  infifted  on  the  re-eftabliihment  of  the  crown  in 
its  legal  powers,  and  on  the  refloration  of  his  con- 
flitutional  prerogative  y :  The  parliament  ftill  re- 
quired new  conceffions,  and  a  farther  abridgment 
of  regal  authority,  as  a  more  effectual  remedy  to 
their  fears  and  jealoufies.  Finding  the  king  fup- 
ported  by  more  forces,  and  a  greater  party  than 
they  had  ever  looked  for,  they  feemingly  abated 
fomewhat  of  thofe  extravagant  conditions  which 
they  had  formerly  claimed ;  but  their  demands  were 
ftill  too  high  for  an  equal  treaty.  Befides  other  ar- 
ticles, to  which  a  complete  victory  alone  could  en- 
title them,  they  required  the  king  in  exprefs  terms 
utterly  to  aholim  epifcopacy ;  a  demand  which,  be- 
fore, they  had  only  infmuated  :  And  they  required, 
that  all  other  ecclefiaftical  controverfies  mould  be 
determined  by  their  aff  :mbly  of  divines  ;  that  is,  in 
the  manner  the  molt  repugnant  to  the  inclinations 
of  the  king  and  all  his  partifans.  They  infilled,  that 
he  mould  fubmit  to  the  punifhment  of  his  moll 
faithful  adherents.  And  they  defired  him  to  ac- 
quiefce  in  their  fettlement  of  the  militia,  and  to 
confer  on  their  adherents  the  entire  power  of  the 

w  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  17:,  x  Whitlocke,  p.  64. 
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fword.  In  anfwer  to  the  king's  propofal,  that  his  C  H  A  P. 
magazines,  towns,  forts,  and  mips,  mould  be  re-  ijl^llj 
iiored  to  him,  the  parliament  required,  that  they  1643. 
mould  be  put  into  fuch  hands  as  they  could  confide 
inz:  The  nineteen  proportions,  which  they  formerly 
fent  to  the  king,  fliewed  their  inclination  to  abolifh 
monarchy :  They  only  afi^ed,  at  prefent,  the  power 
of  doing  it.  And  having  now,  in  the  eye  of  the 
law,  been  guilty  of  treafon,  by  levying  war  againft 
their  fovereign  ;  it  is  evident  that  their  fears  and 
jealoufies  mull:,  on  that  account,  have  multiplied 
extremely ;  and  have  rendered  their  perfonal  fafety, 
which  they  interwove  with  the  fafety  of  the  nation, 
ftill  more  incompatible  with  the  authority  of  the 
monarch.  Though  the  gentlenefs  and  lenity  of  the 
king's  temper  might  have  enfured  them  againft 
fchemes  of  future  vengeance  ;  they  preferred,  as  is, 
no  doubt,  natural,  an  independent  fecurity,  accom- 
panied too  with  fovereign  power,  to  the  flation  of 
fubjecls,  and  that  not  entirely  guarded  from  all  ap- 
prehenfions  of  danger  a. 

The  conferences  went  no  farther  than  the  firfr. 
demand  on  each  fide.  The  parliament,  finding 
that  there  was  no  likelihood  of  coming  to  any 
agreement,  fuddenly  recalled  their  commit 
fioners. 

A  military  enterprife,  which  they  had  con- 
certed early  in  the  fpring,  was  immediately  under- 
taken. Reading,  the  garrifon  of  the  king's  which 
lay  neareft  to  London,  was  efteemed  a  place  of  con- 
siderable ftrength  in  that  age,  when  the  art  of  at- 
tacking towns  was  not  well  underflood  in  Europe, 
and  was  totally  unknown  in  England.  The  earl 
of  EfTex  fat  down  before  this  place  with  an  army  April  152 
of  18,000  men;  and  carried  on  the  fiege  by  re- 
gular approaches.     Sir  Arthur  Afton,  the  gover- 


2  Rufh worth,  vol.  vi.  p.  166.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  119. 
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CHAP,  nor,  being  wounded,  colonel  Fielding  fucceeded  to 
vJ^mlmmmJ  the   command.      In   a  little   time    the    town  was 
^43.      found  to  be  no  longer  in  a  condition  of  defence  ; 
and  though  the  king  approached,  with  an  intention 
of  obliging  Elfex  to  raife  the  fiege,  the  difpofition 
of  the  parliamentary  army  was  To  ftrong,  as  ren- 
dered the  defign  impracticable.    Fielding,  therefore, 
April  %^.     was  contented  to  yield  the  town,  on  condition  that 
he  mould  brinsr  off  all  the  earrifon  with  the  honours 

o  o 

of  war,  and  deliver  up  deferters.  This  lafl  article 
was  thought  fo  ignominious  and  fo  prejudicial  to  the 
king's  interefts,  that  the  governor  was  tried  by  a 
council  of  war,  and  condemned  to  lofe  his  life,  for 
commenting  to  it.  His  fentence  was  afterwards  re- 
mitted by  the  king b. 

Essex's  army  had  been  fully  fupplied  with  all  ne- 
ceffaries  from  London :  Even  many  fuperfluities  and 
luxuries  were  fent  them  by  the  care  of  the  zealous 
citizens :  Yet  the  hardmips,  which  they  fuffered 
from  the  fiege,  during  fo  early  a  feafon,  had  weak- 
ened them  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they  were  no 
longer  fit  for  any  new  enterprife.  And  the  two 
armies,  for  fome  time,  encamped  in  the  neighbour- 
hood of  each  other,  without  attempting,  on  either 
fide,  any  action  of  moment. 

Besides  the  military  operations  between  the 
principal  armies,  which  lay  in  the  centre  of  Eng- 
land ;  each  county,  each  town,  each  family  almoft, 
was  divided  within  itfelf;  and  the  moil  violent 
convulfions  fhook  the  whole  kingdom.  Through- 
cut  the  winter,  continual  efforts  had  every-where 
been  made  by  each  party  to  furmount  its  antago- 
nift ;  and  the  Englim,  roufed  from  the  lethargy  of 
peace,  with  eager,  though  unikilful  hands,  em- 
ployed agaiiifl  their  fellow-citizens  their  long-ne- 
glected weapons.     The  furious  zeal  for  liberty  and 

h  Ruftnvotth,  vol.  vi.  p.  ;6j,  Sec,      Clarendon,  vol. iii.  p.  237, 
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prefbyterian  difcipline,  which  had  hitherto  run  un- 
controlled throughout  the  nation,  now  at  laft  ex- 
cited an  equal  ardor  for  monarchy  and  epifcopacy  j 
when  the  intention  of  abolishing  theie  ancient 
modes  of  government  was  openly  avowed  by  the 
parliament.  Conventions  for  neutrality,  though 
in  feveral  counties  they  had  been  entered  into,  and 
confirmed  by  the  molt  folemn  oaths,  yet,  being 
voted  illegal  by  the  two  houfes,  were  immediately 
broken c :  and  the  fire  of  difcord  was  fpread  into 
every  quarter.  The  altercation  of  difcourfe,  the 
controversies  of  the  pen,  but,  above  all,  the  decla- 
mations of  the  pulpit,  indifpofed  the  minds  of  men 
towards  each  other,  and  propagated  the  blind  rage 
of  party  d.  Fierce,  however,  and  inflamed  as  were 
the  difpofitions  of  the  Englifh,  by  a  war  both  civil 
and  religious,  that  great  deftroyer  of  humanity ; 
all  the  events  of  this  period  are  lefs  diftinguiihed 
by  atrocious  deeds  either  of  treachery  or  cruelty, 
than  were  ever  any  interline  difcords,  which  had 
fo  long  a  continuance.  A  circumftance  which  will 
be  found  to  reflect  great  praife  on  the  national 
character  of  that  people,  now  fo  unhappily  roufed 
to  arms. 

In  the  north,  lord  Fairfax  commanded  for  the 
parliament,  the  earl  of  Newcaftle  for  the  king. 
The  latter  nobleman  began  thofe  affociations  which 
were  afterwards  fo  much  practifed  in  other  parts  of 
the  kinodom. '   He  united  in  a  leagrie  for  the  kino- 

o  o  o 

the  counties  of  Northumberland,  Cumberland, 
Weftmoreland,  and  the  Bimopric,  and  engaged, 
fome  time  after,  other  counties  in  the  fame  aiibcia- 
tion.  Finding  that  Fairfax,  affifted  by  Hotham 
and  the  garrifon  of  Hull,  was  making  progrefs  in 
the  fouthern  parts  of  Yorkshire  ;  he  advanced  with 
a  body  of  four  thoufand  men,  and  took  poffemon 

c  Clarendon,  vol.  iii,  p.  137.  139,  d  Duedale,  p.  95. 
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c  n  A  P.  of  York.  At  Tadcafter,  he  attacked  the  forces  of 
|  P* J*  the  parliament,  and  diflodged  them  :  But  his  vie- 
1643.  tory  was  not  decifive.  In  other  rencounters  he  ob- 
tained fome  inconfiderable  advantages.  But  the 
chief  benefit  which  refulted  from  his  enterprifes  was, 
the  eftablifKihg  of  the  king's  authority  in  all  the 
northern  provinces. 

In  another  part  of  the  kingdom,  lord  Broke  was 
killed  by  a  fhot,  while  he  was  taking  pofleffion  of 
Litchfield  for  the  parliament e.  After  a  fhort  com- 
bat, near  Stafford,  between  the  earl  of  Northamp- 
ton and  fir  John  Gell,  the  former,  who  commanded 
the  kind's  forces,  was  killed  while  he  fought  with 
great  valour,  and  his  forces,  difcouraged  by  his 
death,  though  they  had  obtained  the  advantage  in 
the  action,  retreated  into  the  town  of  Stafford  f. 

Sir  William  Waller  began  to  diftinguifh  himfelf 
among  the  generals  of  the  parliament.  Active  and 
indefatigable  in  his  operations,  rapid  and  enterprif- 
ing ;  he  was  fitted  by  his  genius  to  the  nature  of 
the  war ;  which,  being  managed  by  raw  troops, 
conducted  by  unexperienced  commanders,  afforded 
fuccefs  to  every  bold  and  hidden  undertaking. 
After  taking  Winchefter  and  Chichefter,  he  ad- 
vanced towards  Glocefter,  which  was  in  a  manner 
blockaded  by  lord  Herbert,  who  had  levied  con- 
fid  erable  forces  in  Wales  for  the  royal  party z. 
While  he  attacked  the  Welfh  on  one  fide,  a  fally 
from    Gloceller    made    imprellion    on    the    other. 

«  He  had  taken  poffeffion  of  Litchfield,  and  was  viewing  from  a 
window  St.  Chad's  cathedral,  in  which  a  party  of  the  royalifts  had. 
fortified  themfelves.  He  was  cafed  in  complete  armour,  but  was 
fhot  through  the  eye  by  a  random  ball.  Lord  Broke  was  a  zealous 
puritan  ;  and  had  formerly  faid,  that  he  hoped  to  fee  with  his  eyes 
the  rtiin  of  all  the  cathedrals  of  England.  It  was  a  fuperftitiou3 
remark  of  the  royalifts,  that  he  was  killed  on  St.  Chad's  day  by  a 
fhot  from  St.  Chad's  cathedral,  which  pierced  that  very  eye  by 
which  he  hoped  to  fee  the  ruin  of  all  cathedrals.  Dugdale,  p.  118. 
Clarendon,  &c. 

f  Whitlocke,  p.  66.  Rrrfh.  vol.  vi.  p",  152.  Clarendon,  vol.  iii. 
p.  j«.  s  Rufh.  vol.  vi.  p.  93.  100. 

Herbert 


C  H  A  R  L  E  S      I.  515 

Herbert  was  defeated ;    five  hundred  of  his  men  CHAP- 
killed  on  the  fpot ;  a  thoufand  taken  prifoners ;  and       L\* • 
he  himfelf  efcaped  with  fome  difficulty  to  Oxford.       i643, 
Hereford,  efteemed  a  ftrong  town,   defended  by  a 
confiderable  garrifon,  was   furrendered  to  Waller, 
from  the  cowardice  of  colonel  Price  the  governor. 
Tewkefbury  underwent  the  fame  fate.     Worcefter 
refufed  him  admittance  ;  and  Waller,  without  plac- 
ing any  garrifons  in  his  new  conquefts,  retired  to 
Glocefter,  and  he  thence  joined  the  army  under  the 
earl  of  EiTex  h. 

But  the  moft  remarkable  actions  of  valour,  dur-  viflories 
ing  this  winter-feafon,  were  performed  in  the  weft,  oftheroy- 
When  fir  Ralph  Hopton,  with  his  fniall  troop,  re-  jJJe  weft. 
tired  into  Cornwall  before  the  earl  of  Bedford,  that 
nobleman,  defpifing  fo  inconiiderable  a  force,  aban- 
doned the  purfuit,  and  committed  the  care  of  fup- 
preffing  the  royal  party  to  the  meriffs  of  the  county. 
But  the  affections  of  Cornwall  were  much  inclined 
to  the  king's  fervice.  While  fir  Richard  Buller 
and  fir  Alexander  Carew  lay  at  Launcefton,  and 
employed  themfelves  in  executing  the  parliament's 
ordinance  for  the  militia,  a  meeting  of  the  county 
was  affembled  at  Truro  ;  and  after  Hopton  pro- 
duced his  commiffion  from  the  earl  of  Hertford, 
the  king's  general,  it  was  agreed  to  execute  the 
laws,  and  to  expel  thefe  invaders  of  the  county. 
The  train-bands  were  accordingly  levied,  Launcefton 
taken,  and  all  Cornwall  reduced  to  peace  and  to 
obedience  under  the  king. 

It  had  been  ufual  for  the  royal  party,  on  the 
commencement  of  thefe  diforders,  to  claim,  on  all 
occafions,  the  ftrict.  execution  of  the  laws,  which 
they  knew  were  favourable  to  them  ;  and  the  par- 
liament, rather  than  have  recourfe  to  the  plea  of 
neceftity,  and  avow  the  tranfgreffion  of  any  Itatute, 

h  Rufh.  vol.  vi.  p.  265. 
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CHAP,  had  alfo  been  accuftomed  to  warp  the  laws,  and  by 
_  '  _j  forced  conftructions  to  interpret  them  in  their  own 
1642.  favour  K  But  though  the  king  was  naturally  the 
gainer  by  fuch  a  method  of  conducting  war,  and  it 
was  by  favour  of  law  that  the  train-bands  were 
raifed  in  Cornwall ;  it  appeared  that  thofe  maxims 
were  now  prejudicial  to  the  royal  party.  Thefe 
troops  could  not  legally,  without  their  own  confent, 
be  carried  out  of  the  county ;  and  confequently,  it 
was  impofiible  to  pum  into  Devonmire  the  advan- 
tage which  they  had  obtained.    The  Cornifh  royal- 

~  iflis,  therefore,  bethought  themfelves  of  levying  a 

force,  which  might  be  more  ferviceable.  Sir  Bevil 
Granville,  the  mofl  beloved  man  of  that  country, 
fir  Ralph  Hopton,  fir  Nicholas  Slanning,  Arundel, 
and  Trevannion,  undertook,  at  their  own  charges, 
to  raife  an  army  for  the  king  ;  and  their  great  in- 
tereft  in  Cornwall  foon  enabled  them  to  effect  their 
purpofe.  The  parliament,  alarmed  at  this  appear- 
ance of  the  royalifts,  gave  a  commimon  to  Ruth- 
ven,  a  Scotchman,  governor  of  Plymouth,  to  march 
with  all  the  forces  of  Dorfet,  Somerfet,  and  De- 
von, and  make  an  entire  conquer!  of  Cornwall. 
The  earl  of  Stamford  followed  him  at  fome  dis- 
tance with  a  confiderable  fupply.  Ruthven,  having 
entered  Cornwall  by  bridges  thrown  over  the  Ta- 
mar,  haftened  to  an  action ;  left  Stamford  mould 
join  him,  and  obtain  the  honour  of  that  victory 
which  he  looked  for  with  aflurance.  The  royalifts, 
in  like  manner,  were  impatient  to  bring  the  affair 
to  a  decifion  before  Ruthven's  army  mould  receive 
fo  confiderable  a  reinforcement.  The  battle  was 
fought  on  Bradoc  Down  ;  and  the  king's  forces, 
though  inferior  in  number,  gave  a  total  defeat  to 
their  enemies.  Ruthven,  with  a  few  broken  troops, 
lied  to  Saltafh ;  and  when  that  town  was  taken,  he 
efcaped,  with  fome  difficulty,  and  aimoft  alone,  into 

*  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  ijo. 
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Plymouth.     Stamford  retired,   and  diftributed  his  chap 

forces  into  Plymouth  and  Exeter.  , '  ^ 

Notwithstanding  thefe  advantages,    the  ex-     164.;. 
treme  want  both  of  money  and  ammunition,  under 
which  the  Corniih  royalifts  laboured,  obliged  them 
to  enterinto  a  convention  of  neutrality  with  the  par- 
liamentary party  in  Devonfhire  ;  and  this  neutrality 
held  all   the  winter-feafon.      In   the  fpring  it  was 
broken  by  the  authority  of  the  two  houfes ;  and  war 
recommenced  with  great  appearance  cf  difadvantage 
to  the  king's  party.     Stamford,  having  afTembled  a 
ftrong  body  of  near  feven  thoufand  men,  well  fup- 
plied  with    money,    provifions,    and   ammunition, 
advanced  upon  the  royalifts,  who  were  not  half  his 
number,    and  were  oppreifed  by  every  kind  of  ne- 
ceffity.     Defpair,  joined  to  the  natural  gallantry  of  ^Rttle  of 
thefe  troops,    commanded  by  the  prime  gentry  of  Stratton. 
the  county,    made  them  refolve,  by   one  vigorous     ay        ' 
effort,  to  overcome  all  thefe  advantages.    Stamford 
being  encamped  on  the   top  of  a  high    hill    near 
Stratton,  they  attacked  him  in  four  divinons,   at 
five  in  the   morning,   having  lain  all   night  under 
arms.     One  divifion  was  commanded  by  lord  Mo- 
hun  and  fir  Ralph  Hopton,    another  by   fir  Bevil 
Granville  and  fir  John  Berkeley,    a  third  by  Slan- 
ning  and  Trevannion,    a  fourth  by  Ballet  and  Go- 
dolphin.     In  this  manner  the  action  began ;  the 
king's  forces  preffmg  with  vigour  thofe  four  ways 
up  the  hill,  and  their  enemies  obilinately  defending 
themfelves.     The  fight  continued   with    doubtful 
fuccefs,  till  word  was  brought  to  the  chief  officers 
of  the  Cornifh,  that  their  ammunition  was  fpent  to 
lefs  than  four  barrels  of  powder.      This    defect, 
which  they   concealed  from  the  foldiers,    they  re- 
folved  to  fupply  by  their  valour.     They  agreed  to 
advance  without  firing  till  they  fhould  reach  the  top 
of  the  hill,  and  could  be  on  equal  ground  with  the 
enemy.     The  courage  of  the  officers  was  fo  well 
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chap,  feconded  by  the  foldiers,  that  the  royalifts  began  on 
,J^*j["  all  fides  to  gain  ground.  Major-general  Chidley, 
1643.  who  commanded  the  parliamentary  army  (for 
Stamford  kept  at  a  diftance),  failed  not  in  his  duty  ; 
and  when  he  faw  his  men  recoil,  he  himfelf  ad- 
vanced with  a  good  ftand  of  pikes,  and  pierced  into 
the  thickeft  of  the  enemy,  was  at  laft  overpowered 
by  numbers,  and  taken  prifoner.  His  army,  upon 
this  difafter,  gave  ground  apace ;  infomuch  that 
the  four  parties  of  the  royalifts,  growing  nearer  and 
nearer  as  they  afcended,  at  length  met  together 
upon  the  plain  at  the  top ;  where  they  embraced 
with  great  joy,  and  fignalifed  their  victory  with 
loud  fhouts  and  mutual  congratulations  k. 

After  this  fuccefs,  the  attention  both  of  king 
and  parliament  was  turned  towards  the  weft,  as  to  a 
very  important  fcene  of  action.  The  king  fent 
thither  the  marquis  of  Hertford  and  prince  Mau- 
rice with  a  reinforcement  of  cavalry  ;  who,  having 
joined  the  Cornifh  army,  foon  over-ran  the  county 
of  Devon ;  and  advancing  into  that  of  Somerfet, 
bef  an  to  reduce  it  to  obedience.     On  the  other  hand, 

o  .... 

the  parliament,  having  fupplied  fir  William  Waller, 
in  whom  they  much  trufted,  with  a  complete  army, 
difpatched  him  weftwards,  in  order  to  check  the 
progrefs  of  the  royalifts.  After  fome  fkir  mimes, 
Battle  of    tjle  two  arm;es  me;;  at  Lanfdown,  near  Bath,   and 

down.  fought  a  pitched  battle,  with  great  lois  on  both 
jth  July.  fmeS}  but  without  any  decifive  event '.  The  gallant 
Granville  was  there  killed ;  and  Hopton,  by  the 
blowing  up  of  fome  powder,  was  dangeroufly  hurt. 
The  royalifts  next  attempted  to  march  eaftwards, 
and  to  join  their  forces  to  the  king's  at  Oxford ; 
But  Waller  hung  on  their  rear,  and  infefted  their 
march  till  they  reached  the  Devizes.     Reinforced 


b  Rufh.  vol.  vi.  p.  267.  273.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  269.  279. 
1  Rulb.  vol.  \i.  p.  284.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  283. 
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by  additional  troops,  which  flocked  to  him  from  all  chap. 
quarters ;    he  fo   much  furpaffed  the    royalifts   in      LVI* 
number,   that  they  durft  no  longer  continue  their      j^. 
march,    or  expofe  themfeives  to  the  hazard  of  an 
action.     It  was  refolved,  that  Hertford  and  prince 
Maurice  mould  proceed  with  the  cavalry  3  and  hav- 
ing procured  a  reinforcement  from  the  king,  mould 
haften  back  to  the  relief  of  their  friends.     Waller 
was    fo  confident  of  taking  this  body  of  infantry 
now  abandoned  by  the  horfe,  that  he  wrote  to  the 
parliament,   that  their  work  was  done,  and  that  by 
the  next  poft  he  would  inform  them  of  the  number 
and  quality  of  the  prifoners.     But  the  king,   even 
before  Hertford's  arrival,  hearing  of  the  great  diffi- 
culties to  which  his  weitern  army  was  reduced,  had 
prepared  a  confiderable  body  of  cavalry,  which  he 
immediately  difpatched  to  their  fuccour  under  the 
command  of  lord  Wilmot.     Waller  drew  up   on  Batl>  of 
Roundway-down,    about  two  miles  from  the  Devi-  Round- 
zes  ;  and  advancing  with  his  cavalry  to  fight  Wil-  down. 
mot,  and  prevent  his  conjunction  with  the  Corniih  »3th  July, 
infantry,    war,   received  with  equal  valour  by  the 
royalifts.    After  a  fharp  action  he  was  totally  routed, 
and  flying  with   a  few  horfe,    efcaped  to  Briflol. 
Wilmot,  leizing  the  enemy's  cannon,   and  having 
joined  his  friends,    whom  he  came  to  relieve,  at- 
tacked Waller's  infantry  with  redoubled  courage, 
drove  them  off  the  field,  and  routed  and  difperfed 
the  whole  army  m. 

This  important  victory  following  fo  quick  after 
many  other  fuccefTes,  ft  ruck  great  difmay  into  the 
parliament,  and  gave  an  alarm  to  their  principal 
army  commanded  by  EfTex.  Waller  exclaimed 
loudly  againfl  that  general,  for  allowing  Wilmot  to 
pafs  him,  and  proceed  without  any  interruption  to 
the  fuccour  of  the  diftreffed  infantry  at  the  Devizes. 

n  Rufl).  vol.  vi.  p.  x8j.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  291. 
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c  h  A  P.  But  Effex  finding  that  his  army  fell  continually  to 
C____|_J  decay  after  the  fiege  of  Reading,  was  refolved  to 
1643.  remain  upon  the  deienfive ;  and  the  weaknefs  of  the 
king,  and  his  want  of  all  military  (tores,  had  alfo 
retrained  the  activity  of  the  royal  army.  No  ac- 
tion had  happened  in  that  part  of  England,  except 
one  fkirmifii,  which  of  itfelf  was  of  no  great  con- 
fequence,  and  was  rendered  memorable  by  the  death 
alone  of  the  famous  Hambden. 

Colonel  Urrey,  a  Scotchman,  who  ferved  in 
the  parliamentary  army,  having  received  fome  dif- 
giill,  came  to  Oxford,  and  offered  his  fervices  to 
the  king.  In  order  to  prove  the  fincerity  of  his 
converfion,  he  informed  prince  Rupert  of  the  loofe 
difpofition  of  the  enemy's  quarters,  and  exhorted 
him  to  form  fome  attempt  upon  them.  The  prince, 
who  was  entirely  fitted  for  that  kind  of  fervice,  fall- 
ing fuddenly  upon  the  difperfed  bodies  of  Effex's 
army,  routed  two  regiments  of  cavalry  and  one  of 
infantry,  and  carried  his  ravages  within  two  miles 
of  the  general's  quarters.  The  alarm  being  given, 
every  one  mounted  on  horfeback,  in  order  to  pur- 
fue  the  prince,  to  recover  the  prifoners,  and  to  re- 
pair the  difgrace  which  the  army  had  fuflained. 
Among  the  red,  Hambden,  who  had  a  regiment 
of  infantry  that  lay  at  a  diftance,  joined  the  horfe 
as  a  volunteer ;  and  overtaking  the  royalifts  on 
Chalgrave  field,  entered  into  the  thickeft  of  the 
battle.  By  the  bravery  and  activity  of  Rupert,  the 
king's  troops  were  brought  off,  and  a  great  booty, 
together  with  two  hundred  prifoners,  was  conveyed 
to  Oxford.  But  what  mod  pleafed  the  royal- 
ifts was,  the  expectation  that  fome  difafter  had 
happened  to  Hambden,  their  capital  and  much 
dreaded  enemy.  One  of  the  prifoners  taken  in 
the  action  faid,  that  he  was  confident  Mr.  Hamb- 
den was  hurt :  For  he  faw  him,  contrary  to  his 
ufual  cuftom,    ride  off  the  field,  before  the  a&ion 
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was    fmifhed ;     his  head   hanging  down,  and  his  chap. 
hands  leaning  upon  his  horfe's  neck.    Next  day,  the 
news  arrived,  that  he  was  mot  in  the  fhoulder  with      xc45. 
a  brace  of  bullets,  and  the  bone  broken.    Some  davs  Death  of 
after,  he  died,  in  exquifite  pain,  of  his  wound  ;  nor     am     °* 
could   his  whole  party,  had  their  army  met  with  a 
total  overthrow,  have  been  thrown  into  greater  con- 
fternation.     The  king  himfelf  fo  highly  valued  him, 
that,  either  from  generofity  or  policy,   he  intended 
to  have  fent  him  his  own  furgeon  to  affift  at  his 
cure  n. 

Many  were  the  virtues  and  talents  of  this  emi- 
nent perfonage  ;  and  his  valour,  during  the  war, 
had  fhone  out  with  a  lultre  equal  to  that  of  the 
other  accomplifhments  by  which  he  had  ever  been 
diftinguifhed.  Affability  in  converfation  ;  temper, 
art,  and  eloquence  in  debate ;  penetration  and  dif- 
cernment  in  counfel  ;  induftry,  vigilance,  and  en- 
terprife  in  action  ;  all  thefe  praifes  are  unanimouiiy 
afcribed  to  him  by  hiilorians  of  the  molt  oppofite 
parties.  His  virtue  too  and  integrity,  in  all  the 
duties  of  private  life,  are  allowed  to  have  been  be- 
yond exception  :  We  mull  only  be  cautious,  not- 
withftanding  his  generous  zeal  for  liberty,  not  nattily 
to  afcribe  to  him  the  praifes  of  a  good  citizen. 
Through  all  the  horrors  of  civil  war,  he  fought  the 
abolition  of  monarchy,  and  fubverfion  of  the  confti- 
tution ;  an  end  which,  had  it  been  attainable  by 
peaceful  meafures,  ought  carefully  to  have  been 
avoided  by  every  lover  of  his  country.  But  whe- 
ther, in  the  purfuit  of  this  violent  enterprife,  he  was 
actuated  by  private  ambition,  or  by  honell  preju- 
dices, derived  from  the  former  exorbitant  powers 
of  royalty,  it  belongs  not  to  an  hiftorian  of  this 
age,  fcarcely  even  to  an  intimate  friend,  poiitively 
to  determine0. 

n  Warwick's  Memoirs,  p.  24 t.     Clarendon,  vol.  i.  p.  264. 
0  See  note  [GG]  at  the  end  of  the  volume. 
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CHAT.  Essex,  difcouraged  by  this  event,  difmayed  by 
LVf;  t  the  total  rout  of  Waller,  was  farther  informed,  that 
I6'43t  the  queen,  who  landed  in  Burlington-bay,  had  ar- 
rived at  Oxford,  and  had  brought  from  the  north 
a  reinforcement  of  three  thoufand  foot  and  fifteen 
hundred  horfe.  Diflodging  from  Thame  and  Aylef- 
bury,  where  he  had  hitherto  lain,  he  thought  pro- 
per to  retreat  nearer  to  London,  and  he  mewed  to 
his  friends  his  broken  and  difheartened  forces,  which 
a  few  months  before  he  had  led  into  the  field  in  fo 
flouriihing  a  condition.  The  king,  freed  from  this 
enemy,  fent  his  army  weflward  under  prince  Rupert ; 
and,  by  their  conjunction  with  the  Cornifli  troops, 
a  formidable  force,  for  numbers  as  well  as  reputa- 
tion and  valour,  was  compofed.  That  an  enter- 
prife,  correfpondent  to  men's  expectations,  might 
be  undertaken,  the  prince  refolved  to  lay  fiege  to 
Briflol,  the  fecond  town  for  riches  and  greatnefs  in 
the  kingdom.  Nathaniel  Fiennes,  fon  of  lord 
Say,  he  himfelf,  as  well  as  his  father,  a  great  par- 
liamentary leader,  was  governor,  and  commanded  a 
garrifon  of  two  thoufand  five  hundred  foot,  and  two 
regiments,  one  of  horfe,  another  of  dragoons.  The 
fortifications  not  being  complete  or  regular,  it  was 
refolved  by  prince  Rupert  to  ilorm  the  city  ;  and 
next  morning,  with  little  other  provifions  fuitable 
to  fuch  a  work,  befides  the  courage  of  the  troops, 
the  aiTault  began.  The  Cornifh,  in  three  divifions, 
attacked  the  weft  fide,  with  a  refolution  which  no- 
thing could  control :  But  though  the  middle  di- 
vifion  had  already  mounted  the  wall,  fo  great  was 
the  difadvantage  of  the  ground,  and  fo  brave  the 
defence  of  the  garrifon,  that  in  the  end  the  af- 
failants  were  repulfed  with  a  confiderable  Iofs  both 
of  officers  and  foldiers.  On  the  prince's  fide,  the 
affault  was  condutted  with  equal  courage,  and  al- 
mofl  with  equal  lofs,  but  with  better  fuccefs.  One 
party,  led   by  lord  Grandifon,  was  indeed  beaten 
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off,  and  the  commander  himfelf  mortally  wounded :  CHAP. 
Another,  conducted  by  colonel  Bellafis,  met  with      LVL 
a   like    fate  :    But   Wafhington,  with  a  lefs  party,       ^3. 
rinding  a  place  in  the  curtain  weaker  than  the  reft, 
broke  in,  and  quickly  made  room  for  the  horfe  to 
follow.     By  this   irruption,  however,  nothing  but 
the  fuburbs  was  yet  gained  :    The  entrance  into  the 
town  was  flill  more  difficult :    And  by  the  lofs  al- 
ready fuftained,  as  well  as  by  the  profpect  of  farther 
danger,    every    one    was    extremely  difcouraged : 
When,  to  the  great  joy  of  the  army,   the  city  beat  Briftol 
a  parley.     The  garrifon  was  allowed  to  march  out  ajth  Julr 
with  their  arms  and  baggage,  leaving  their  cannon, 
ammunition,    and    colours.     For   this   inftance  of 
cowardice,  Fiennes  was  afterwards  tried  by  a  court- 
martial,  and  condemned  to  lofe  his  head  j  but  the 
fentence  was  remitted  by  the  general  p. 

Great  complaints  were  made  of  violences  exer- 
cifed  on  the  garrifon,  contrary  to  the  capitulation. 
An  apology  was  made  by  the  royalifls,  as  if  thefe 
were  a  retaliation  for  fome  violences  committed  on 
their  friends  at  the  furrender  of  Reading.  And 
under  pretence  of  like  retaliations,  but  really  from 
the  extreme  animofity  of  the  parties,  were  fuch 
irregularities  continued  during  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  war  q. 

The  lofs  fuftained  by  the  royalifls,  in  the  afTault 
of  Briftol,  was  confiderable.  Five  hundred  excel- 
lent foldiers  perifhed.  Among  thofe  of  condition 
were  Grandifon,  Slanning,  Trevannion,  and  Moyle  : 
Bellafis,  Afhley,  and  fir  John  Owen,  were  wound- 
ed :  Yet  was  the  fuccefs,  upon  the  whole,  fo  con- 
fiderable as  mightily  raifed  the  courage  of  the  one 
party,  and  depreffed  that  of  the  other.  The  king, 
to  mow  that  he  was  not  intoxicated  with  good  for- 
tune, nor  afpired  to  a  total  victory  over  the  par- 

p  Rufhworth,  vol.  vi.  p.  284.  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  293,  294,  &c. 
1  Clarendon,  ubi  fupra,  p.  297. 
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c  H  A  P.  liament,  publifhed  a  manifefto  ;  in  which  he  renew- 
LVI-      ed  the  proteftation,  formerly  taken,  with  great  fo- 

%~~i~643.~J  lemmtv5  at  tne  ^ea<^  °f  ms  army,  and  expreifed  his 
firm  intention  of  making  peace  upon  the  re-eftablifh- 
ment  of  the  conflitution.  Having  joined  the  camp 
at  Briftol,  and  fent  prince  Maurice  with  a  detach- 
ment into  Devonfhire,  he  deliberated  how  to  em- 
ploy the  remaining  forces  in  an  enterprife  of  mo- 
ment. Some  propofed,  and  feemingly  with  rea- 
fon,  to  march  directly  to  London  ;  where  every 
thing  was  in  confufion,  where  the  army  of  the  par- 
liament was  baffled,  weakened,  and  difmayed,  and 
where,  it  was  hoped,  either  by  an  infurreclion  of 
the  citizens,  by  victory,  or  by  treaty,  a  fpeedy  end 
might  be  put  to  the  civil  diforders.  But  this  under- 
taking, by  reafon  of  the  great  number  and  force  of 
the  London  militia,  was  thought  by  many  to  be 
attended  with  confiderable  difficulties.  Glocefter, 
lying  within  twenty  miles,  prefented  an  eafier,  yet  a 
very  important  conqueft.  It  was  the  only  remain- 
ing garrifon  pofleffed  by  the  parliament  in  thofe 
parts.  Could  that  city  be  reduced,  the  king  held 
the  whole  courfe  of  the  Severn  under  his  command; 
the  rich  and  malcontent  counties  of  the  weft,  hav- 
ing loll  all  protection  from  their  friends,  might  be 
forced  to  pay  high  contributions,  as  an  atonement 
for  their  diiaffection  ;  an  open  communication  could 
be*  preferved  between  Wales  and  thefe  new  con- 
quefts  ;  and  half  of  the  kingdom,  being  entirely 
freed  from  the  enemy,  and  thus  united  into  one 
firm  body,  might  be  employed  in  re-eftabliming 
the  king's  authority  throughout  the  remainder. 
Thefe  were  the  reafons  for  embracing  that  refolu- 
tion ;  fatal,  as  it  was  ever  efteemed,  to  the  royal 
party r. 
Siege  of  The  governor  of  Glocefter  was  one  Mafley,  a 
Glocefter.  foldier  of  fortune,  who,  before  he  engaged  with  the 

*  Whitlocke,  p.  63.    May,  book  iii.  p.  91. 
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parliament,  had  offered  his  fervice  to  the  king ;  chap. 
and  as  he  was  free  from  the  fumes  of  enthufiafm,  LVL 
by  which  mofl  of  the  officers  on  that  fide  were  in-  ^47.  J 
toxicated,  he  would  lend  an  ear,  it  was  prefumed, 
to  propofals  for  accommodation :  But  Maffey  was 
refolute  to  preferve  an  entire  fidelity  to  his  mailers  ; 
and  though  no  enthufiaft  himfelf,  he  well  knew  how 
to  employ  to  advantage  that  enthufiaftic  fpirit  fo 
prevalent  in  his  city  and  garrifon.  The  fummons  icth  A05, 
to  furrender  allowed  two  hours  for  an  anfwer  :  But 
before  that  time  expired,  there  appeared  before  the 
king  two  citizens,  with  lean,  pale,  fharp,  and  dif- 
mal  vifages :  Faces,  fo  ftrange  and  uncouth,  ac- 
cording to  lord  Clarendon ;  figures,  fo  habited 
and  accoutred,  as  at  once  moved  the  mofl  fevere 
countenance  to  mirth,  and  the  mod  cheerful  heart 
to  fadnefs :  It  feemed  impoffible,  that  fuch  meffen- 
gers  could  bring  lefs  than  a  defiance.  The  men, 
without  any  circumflance  of  duty  or  good  manners, 
in  a  pert,  fhrill,  undifmayed  accent,  faid,  that  they 
brought  an  anfwer  from  the  godly  city  of  Glocei- 
ter :  And  extremely  ready  were  they,  according  to 
the  hiftorian,  to  give  infolent  and  feditious  replies 
to  any  queftion  ;  as  if  their  bufmefs  were  chiefly,  by 
provoking  the  king,  to  make  him  violate  his  own 
fafe-conduct.  The  anfwer  from  the  city  was  in 
thefe  words :  "  We,  the  inhabitants,  magiftrates, 
"  officers  and  foldiers,  within  the  garrifon  of  Glo- 
"  cefler,  unto  his  majefly's  gracious  meffage, 
"  return  this  humble  anfwer :  That  we  do  keep 
"  this  city,  according  to  our  oaths  and  allegiance, 
"  to  and  for  the  ufe  of  his  majefty,  and  of  his  royal 
"  pofterity :  And  do  accordingly  conceive  our- 
"  felves  wholly  bound  to  obey  the  commands  of 
"  his  majefty  fignified  by  both  hcufes  of  parlia- 
"  ment :  And  are  refolved,  by  God's  help,  to  keep 
"  this  city  accordingly  \"     After  thefe  prelimina- 

s    Rufhworth,    vol.  vi.    p.  187.     Clarendon,  vol,  iii,   p.  315. 
May,  book  iii.  p.  96. 
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c  HAP.  ries,  the   fiege   was  refolutely   undertaken  by  the" 
LV1,      army,  and  as  refolutely  fuftained  by  the  citizens  and 

^7^  S'arrifon- 

When  intelligence  of  the  fiege  of  Glocefter  ar- 
rived in  London,  the  confternation  among  the  in- 
habitants was  as  great  as  if  the  enemy  were  already 
at  their  gates.  The  rapid  progrefs  of  the  royalifts 
threatened  the  parliament  with  immediate  fubjec- 
tion :  The  factions  and  difcontents,  among  them- 
felves,  in  the  city,  and  throughout  the  neighbouring 
counties,  prognosticated  fome  dangerous  divifion  or 
infurrection.  Thofe  parliamentary  leaders,  it  mud 
be  owned,  who  had  introduced  fuch  mighty  inno- 
vations in  the  Englifh  conftitution,  and  who  had 
projected  fo  much  greater,  had  not  engaged  in  an 
enterprife  which  exceeded  their  courage  and  capa- 
city. Great  vigour,  from  the  beginning,  as  well 
as  wifdom,  they  had  difplayed  in  all  their  counfels  ; 
and  a  furious,  headftrong  body,  broken  loofe  from 
the  reflraint-of  law,  had  hitherto  been  retained  in 
fubjection  under  their  authority,  and  firmly  united 
by  zeal  and  paffion,  as  by  the  moft  legal  and 
eilabiifhed  government.  A  fmall  committee,  on 
whom  the  two  houfes  devolved  their  power,  had 
directed  all  their  military  operations,  and  had  pre- 
ferved  a  fecrecy  in  deliberation,  and  a  promptitude 
in  execution,  beyond  what  the  king,  notwithftand- 
ing  the  advantages  poffefTed  by  a  fmgle  leader,  had 
ever  been  able  to  attain.  Senfible  that  no  jealoufy 
was  by  their  partifans  entertained  againft  them, 
they  had  on  all  occafions  exerted  an  authority  much 
more  defpotic  than  the  royalifts,  even  during  the 
prcfling  exigencies  of  war,  could  with  patience  en- 
dure in  their  fovcreign.  Whoever  incurred  their 
difpleafure,  or  was  expofed  to  their  fufpicions,  was 
committed  to  prifon,  and  profecuted  under  the  no- 
tion of  delinquency  :  After  all  the  old  jails  were  full, 
many  new  ones  were  erected ;  and  even  the  mips 
were  crowded  with  the  royalifts,  both  gentry  and 

clergy, 
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clergy,  who  languifhed  below  decks,  and  perimed  in  C  11  A  p. 
thofe  unhealthy  confinements  :  They  impofed  taxes,      LVI# 
the  heavier!:,  and  of  the  mod  unufuai  nature,  by  an      l643, 
ordinance  of  the  two  houfes :  They  voted  a  com-' 
miffion  for  fequeftrations  ;    and  they  feized,  where- 
ever  they  had  power,  the  revenues  of  all  the  king's 
party l :  And  knowing  that  themfelves,  and  all  their 
adherents,  were,  by  refilling  the  prince,  expofed  to 
the  penalties  of  laws,  they  refolved,  by  a  fevere  ad- 
miniftration,  to  overcome  thefe  terrors,  and  to  re- 
tain the  people  in  obedience,  by  penalties  of  a  more 
immediate    execution.      In   the  beginning  of   this 
fummer,  a  combination,   formed  againft  them   in 
London,  had  obliged  them  to  exert  the  plenitude  of 
their  authority. 

Edmund  Waller,  the  firfl  refiner  of  Englifh 
verification,  was  a  member  of  the  lower  houfe  ;  a 
man  of  confiderable  fortune,  and  not  more  diilin- 
guifhed  by  his  poetical  genius  than  by  his  parlia- 
mentary talents,  and  by  the  politenefs  and  elegance 
of  his  manners.  As  full  of  keen  fatire  and  invective 
in  his  eloquence,  as  of  tendernefs  and  panegyric  in 
his  poetry,  he  caught  the  attention  of  his  hearers, 
and  exerted  the  utmoft  boldnefs  in  blaming  thofe 
violent  counfels,  by  which  the  commons  were  go- 
verned. Finding  all  oppofition  within  doors  to  be 
fruitlefs,  he  endeavoured  to  form  a  party  without, 
which  might  oblige  the  parliament  to  accept  of  rea- 
fonable  conditions,  and  reftore  peace  to  the  nation. 
The  charms  of  his  converfation,  joined  to  his  cha- 
racter of  courage  and  integrity,  had  procured  him 
the  entire  confidence  of  Northumberland,  Conway, 
and  every  eminent  perfon  of  either  fex,  who  refided 
in  London.  They  opened  their  bread  to  him  with- 
out referve,  and  exprefied  their  difapprobation  of 
the  furious  meafures  purfued  by  the  commons,  and 

c  The  king  afterwards  copied  from  this  e>:?.rr.p!e  ;  but,  as  the  far 
greater  part  of  the  nobility  and  landed  gentry  were  his  friends,  he 
reaped  much  lefs  profit  from  this  meafuxe. 

20  their 
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CHAP,  their  wiihes  that  fome  expedient  could  be  found 
.  *lv*'  f°r  topping  fo  impetuous  a  career.  Tomkins, 
» 643.  Waller's  brother-in-law,  and  Chaloner,  the  in- 
timate friend  of  Tomkins,  had  entertained  like 
fentiments  :  And  as  the  connexions  of  thefe  two 
gentlemen  lay  chiefly  in  the  city,  they  informed 
Waller,  that  the  fame  abhorrence  of  war  prevailed 
there,  among  all  men  of  reafon  and  moderation. 
Upon  reflection  it  feemed  not  impracticable,  that  a 
combination  might  be  formed  between  the  lords 
and  citizens  ;  and,  by  mutual  concert,  the  illegal 
taxes  be  refufed,  which  the  parliament,"  without  the 
royal  aflent,  impofed  on  the  people.  While  this 
affair  was  in  agitation,  and  lifts  were  making  of 
fuch  as  they  conceived  to  be  well-affected  to  their 
defign ;  a  fervant  of  Tomkins,  who  had  over- 
heard their  difcourfe,  immediately  carried  intelli- 
gence to  Pym.  Waller,  Tomkins,  and  Chaloner 
were  feized,  and  tried  by  a  court-martial u.  They 
were  all  three  condemned,  and  the  two  latter  exe- 
cuted on  gibbets  erected  before  their  own  doors. 
A  covenant,  as  a  teft,  was  taken  w  by  the  lords  and 
commons,  and  impofed  on  their  army,  and  on  all 
who  lived  within  their  quarters.  Befides  refolving 
to  amend  and  reform  their  lives,  the  covenanters 
there  vow,  that  they  will  never  lay  down  their  arms 
fo  long  as  the  papifts,  now  in  open  war  againit  the 
parliament,  fhall,  by  force  of  arms,  be  protected 
from  juftice  ;  they  exprefs  their  abhorrence  of  the 
late  confpiracy  ;  and  they  promife  to  aflift  to  the  ut- 
moft  the  forces  raifed  by  both  houfes,  againit  the 
forces  levied  by  the  king y. 

Waller,  as  foon  as  imprifoned,  fenfible  of  the 
great  danger  into  which  he  had  fallen,  was  fo  feized 
with  the  dread  of  death,  that  all  his  former  fpirit 

u  Rufhwo'th,  vol.  vi.  p.  326.  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  249,  250,  Sec. 
w  6th  of  June.  x  Rufh.  vol.  vi.  p.  315.    Clarendon, 

vcl.  ii.  p.  2jj. 
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defer  ted  him  ;  and  he  confefied  whatever  he  knew  CHAP. 
Without  fparing  his  mod  intimate  friends,  without  u  -\1'_i 
regard  to  the  confidence  repofed  in  him,  without  ,643. 
diftinguifhing  between  the  negligence  of  familiar 
converfation  and  the  fchemes  of  a  regular  confpi- 
racy.  With  the  moil  profound  diflimulation,  he 
counterfeited  fuch  remorfe  of  confcience,  that  his 
execution  Was  put  off,  out  of  mere  chriftian  com- 
paffion,  till  he  might  recover  the  ufe  of  his  under- 
standing. He  invited  vifits  from  the  ruling  clergy 
of  all  feels  \  and  while  he  exprefTed  his  own  peni- 
tence, he  received  their  devout  exhortations  with 
humility  and  reverence,  as  conveying  clearer  con- 
viction and  information  than  in  his  life  he  had  ever 
before  attained.  Prefents  too,  of  which,  as  well  as 
of  flattery,  thefe  holy  men  were  not  infenfible,  were 
diftributed  among  them  ;  as  a  fmall  retribution  for 
their  prayers  and  ghoftly  counfel.  And  by  all  thefe 
artifices,  more  than  from  any  regard  to  the  beauty 
of  his  genius,  of  which,  during  that  time  of  furious 
cant  and  faction,  fmall  account  would  be  made,  he 
prevailed  fo  far  as  to  have  his  life  fpared,  and  a  fine 
of  ten  thoufand  pounds  accepted  in  lieu  of  it  r. 

The  feverity  exercifed  againft  the  confpiracy,  or 
rather  project,  of  Waller,  increafed  the  authority 
of  the  parliament,  and  feemed  to  enfure  them 
againft  like  attempts  for  the  future.  But  by  the 
progrefs  of  the  king's  arms,  the  defeat  of  fir  Wil- 
liam Waller,  the  taking  of  Briftol,  the  fiege  of 
Glocefter,  a  cry  for  peace  was  renewed,  and  with 
more  violence  than  ever.  Crowds  of  women,  with 
a  petition  for  that  purpofe,  flocked  about  the  houfe, 
and  were  fo  clamorous  and  importunate,  that  orders 
were  given  for  difperfing  them ;  and  fome  of  the 
females  were  killed  in  the  fray z.  Bedford,  Hol- 
land, and  Conway,  had  deferted  the  parliament, 
and  had  gone  to  Oxford  j  Clare  and  Lovelace  had 

*  Whitlocke,  p.  6*.      Rufhwo'rth,  vol.  vi.  p.  330.      Clarendon, 
vol.  iii.  p.  253,  254,  Sic.  z  Ruibwortli,  vol.vi.  p.  35;. 
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CHAP,  followed  them  \  Northumberland  had  retired  to. 
LX  L  his  country-feat :  EfTex  himfelf  fhewed  extreme 
^'4,.  diflatisfaction,  and  exhorted  the  parliament  to  make 
peace b.  The  upper  houfe  fent  down  terms  of  ac- 
commodation, more  moderate  than  had  hitherto 
been  infilled  on.  It  even  palfed  by  a  majority 
among  the  commons,  that  thefe  propofals  mould 
be  tranfmitted  to  the  king.  The  zealots  took  the 
alarm.  A  petition  againft  peace  was  framed  in  the 
city,  and  prefented  by  Pennington,  the  factious 
mayor.  Multitudes  attended  him,  and  renewed  all 
the  former  menaces  againft  the  moderate  party  c. 
The  pulpits  thundered,  and  rumours  were  fpread  of 
twenty  thoufand  Irifh,  who  had  landed,  and  were 
to  cut  the  throat  of  every  proteftant d.  The  majo- 
rity was  again  turned  to  the  ether  fide ;  and  all 
thoughts  of  pacification  being  dropped,  every  pre- 
paration was  made  for  refinance,  and  for  the  imme- 
diate relief  of  Glocefler,  en  which  the  parliament 
was  fenfible  all  their  hopes  of  fuccefs  in  the  war  did 
fo  much  depend. 

Mas-sey,  refolute  to  make  a  vigorous  defence, 
and  having  under  his  command  a  city  and  garrifon 
ambitious  of  the  crown  of  martyrdom,  had  hitherto 
maintained  the  fiege  with  courage  and  abilities,  and 
had  much  retarded  the  advances  of  the  king's  army. 
By  continual  failles,  he  infeited  them  in  their 
trenches,  and  gained  fudden  advantages  over  them  : 
By  difputing  every  inch  of  ground,  he  reprefled 
the  vigour  and  alacrity  of  their  courage,  elated  by 
former  fucceffes.  His  garrifon,  however,  was  re- 
duced to  the  Iail  extremity  ;  and  he  failed  not,  from 
time  to  time,  to  inform  the  parliament,  that,  unlefs 
fp^ediiy  relieve:!,  he  mould  be  neceffitated,  from 
the  extreme  want  of  provisions  and  ammunition,  to 
open  his  gates  to  the  enemy. 

a  Whitlocke,  p.  67.  b  Ilufh.  vol,  vi.  p.  290. 

c  Idem,  ibid.  p.  3^6.  *  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  310. 


Rufh.  vol.  vi.  p.  5! 


The 


CHARLES      I. 


531 


The  parliament,  in  order  to  repair  their  broken  chap. 
condition,  and  put  themfelves  in  a  pofture  of  de-  LVL 
fence,  now  exerted  to  the  utmoft  their  power  and  '_l6;r~  J 
authority.  They  voted,  that  an  army  mould  be 
levied  under  fir  William  Waller,  whom,  notwith- 
flanding  his  misfortunes,  they  loaded  with  extraor- 
dinary careiTes.  Having  affociated  in  their  caufe 
the  counties  of  Hertford,  Effex,  Cambridge,  Nor- 
folk, Suffolk,  Lincoln,  and  Huntingdon,  they 
gave  the  earl  of  Manchefter  a  commiffion  to  be  ge- 
neral of  the  affociation,  and  appointed  an  army  to 
be  levied  under  his  command.  But,  above  all, 
they  were  intent  that  Effex' s  army,  on  which  their 
whole  fortune  depended,  mould  be  put  in  a  condi- 
tion of  marching  againfl  the  king.  They  excited 
afrefh  their  preachers  to  furious  declamations  againft 
the  royal  caufe.  They  even  employed  the  expedi- 
ent of  preffing,  though  abolifhed  by  a  late  law,  for 
which  they  had  ftrenuoufly  contended  e.  And  they 
engaged  the  city  to  fend  four  regiments  of  its  militia 
to  the  relief  of  Gloceftcr.  All  fhops,  meanwhile, 
were  ordered  to  be  ihut ;  and  every  man  expected, 
with  the  utmoft  anxiety,  the  event  of  that  import- 
ant enterprife  f. 

Essex,  carrying  with  him  a  well-appointed  army 
of  14,000  men,  took  the  road  of  Bedford  and  Lei- 
cefter ;  and,  though  inferior  in  cavalry,  yet,  by  the 
mere  force  of  conduct  and  difcipline,  he  palled  over 
thofe  open  champaign  countries,  and  defended  him* 
felf  from  the  enemy's  horfe,  who  advanced  to  meet 
him,  and  who  infefted  him  during  his  whole  march. 
As  he  approached  to  Glocefter,  the  king  was  obli- 
ged to  raife  the  fiege,  and  open  the  way  for  EiTex 
to  enter  that  city.  The  necemdes  of  the  garrifon 
were  extreme.  One  barrel  of  powder  was  their 
whole  flock'  of  ammunition  remaining  ;  and  their 
other  provifions  were  in  the  fame  proportion.  EfTex 
had  brought  with  him  military  ftoresj  and  the 
c  Rufh.  vol,  vi.  p.  19a.  f  idem>  ibij. 
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CHAP,  neighbouring  country  abundantly  fuppiied  him  whir 
LVI-      victuals  of  every  kind.     The  inhabitants  had  eare- 
*~~^I'Z    '  fully  concealed  all  proviiions  from  the  king's  army, 
and,  pretending  to  be  quite  exhaufted,  had  referved 
their  {tores  for  that  caufe  which  they  fo  much  fa- 
voured '. 

The  chief  difficulty  itill  remained.  EITex  dreaded 
a  battle  with  the  king's  army,    on  account  of  its 
gTeat  fuperiority  in  cavalry  ;  and  he  refolved  to  re- 
turn, if  poffible,  without  running  that  hazard.    He 
lay  five   days   at  Tewkelbury,  which  was   his  firil 
ftage  after  leaving  Glocefter;  and  he  feigned,  by 
fome   preparations,    to    point    towards  Worcefter. 
By  a  forced  march  during  the   night,  he  reached 
Cirencefter,  and  obtained  the  double  advantage  of 
paffing  unmolefted  an  open  country,  and  of  furprif- 
ing  a  convoy  of  provifions  which  lay  in  that  town  h. 
Without  delay,  he  proceeded  towards  London;   but 
when  he  reached  Newbury,  he  was  furprifed  to  find, 
that  the  king,  by  hafty  marches,  had  arrived  before 
him,  and  was  already  ponefied  of  the  place. 
2,0th  Sept.       An  action  was  now  unavoidable  ;  and  Effex  pre- 
pared for  it  with  prefence  of  mind,  and  not  without 
Battle  of    military  conduct.     On   both  fides,  the  battle  was 
Newbury,  fought  with  defperate  valour  and  a  fteady  bravery. 
Efiex's    horfe   were  feveral   times  broken   by  the 
king's,  but  his  infantry  maintained  themfelves   in 
firm  array ;    and,    befides  giving  a  continued  fire, 
they  prefented  an  invincible  rampart  of  pikes  againft 
the  furious  ihock  of  prince  Rupert,  and  thofe  gal- 
lant troops  of  gentry,  of  which  the  royal  cavalry 
was  chiefly  compofed.      The    militia    of   London 
efpecially,  though  utterly  unacquainted  with  action, 
though  drawn  but  a  few  days  before  from   their 
ordinary  occupations,  yet  having  learned  all  military 
exercifes,  and  being  animated  with  unconquerable 
zeal  for  the  caufe  in  which   they  were  engaged, 

s  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  344.  k  llufb.  vol.  vi.  p.  292. 
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equalled,  on  this  occafion,  what  could  be  expected  C  H  a  p. 
from  the  mod  veteran  forces.     While  the  armies 
were  engaged  with  the  utraoft  ardour,  night  put  an      i^.m 
end  to  the  action,  and  \zh  the  victory  undecided. 
Next  morning,  EiTex  proceeded  on  his  march  ;  and 
though  his  rear  was  once  put  in  fome  diforder  by  an 
incurfion   of  the  king's  hcrfe,  he  reached  London 
in  fafety,  and  received  applaufe  for  his  conduct  and 
fuccefs  in  the  whole  enterprise.     The  king  followed 
him  on  his  march ;  and  having  taken  poifemon  of 
Reading,  after  the  earl  left  it,  he  there  eftabliihed 
a  garrifon  ;  and  ftraitened,  by  that  means,  London, 
and  the  quarters  of  the  enemy  '. 

In  the  battle  of  Newbury,  on  the  part   of  the 
king,  befides  the  earls  of  Sunderland  and  Carnar- 
von, two  noblemen  of  promifmg  hopes,  were  un- 
fortunately fiain,  to  the  regret  of  every   lover   of 
ingenuity  and  virtue  throughout  the  kingdom,  Lu- 
cius Cary,    vifcount    Falkland,    fecretary  of  ftatc. 
Before  affembling  the  prefent  parliament,  this  man, 
devoted  to  the  purfuits  of  learning,  and  to  the  fb- 
ciety    of  all   the  polite  and  elegant,  had  enjoyed 
himfelf  in  every  pleafure,  which   a  fine  genius,  a 
generous  difpofition,  and  an  opulent  fortune  could 
afford.     Called  into  public  life,  he  flood  foremofl 
in  all  attacks  on  the  high  prerogatives  of  the  crown; 
and   difplayed   that   mafculine  eloquence,  and  un- 
daunted love  of  liberty,  which,  from  his  intimate 
acquaintance  with  the   fublime  fpirits  of  antiquity, 
he  had  greedily  imbibed.     When  civil  convulilons 
proceeded  to  extremities,  and  it  became  requifite 
for  him  to  chufe  his  fide ;  he  tempered  the  ardour 
of  his  zeal,  and  embraced  the   defence    of  thofe 
limited  powers  which  remained  to  monarchv,  and 
which  he  deemed  neceffary  for  the  fupport  of  the 
Englifh  conftitution.     Still   anxious,  however,  for 
his  country,  he  feems  to  have  dreaded  the  too  prc- 

»  Rufh,  vol,  vi.  p.  293.     Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  347, 
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CHAP,  fperous  fuccefs  of  his  own  party  as  much  as  of  the 
LVI-  enemy ;  and,  among  his  intimate  friends,  often, 
! 64,.  after  a  deep  filence  and  frequent  fighs,  he  would, 
writh  a  fad  accent,  reiterate  the  word,  Peace.  In 
excufe  for  the  too  free  expoiing  of  his  perfon,  which 
feemed  unfuitable  in  a  fecretary  of  (late,  he  alleged, 
that  it  became  him  to  be  more  active  than  other 
men  in  all  hazardous  enterprifes,  left  his  im- 
patience for  peace  might  bear  the  imputation  of 
cowardice  or  pufillanimity.  From  the  commence- 
ment of  the  war,  his  natural  cheerfulnefs  and  viva- 
city became  clouded  ;  and  even  his  ufual  attention 
to  drefs,  required  by  his  birth  and  ftation,  gave 
way  to  a  negligence  which  was  eafily  obfervable. 
On  the  morning  of  the  battle  in  which  he  fell,  he 
had  mown  fome  care  of  adorning  his  perfon ;  and 
gave  for  a  reafon,  that  the  enemy  mould  not  find 
his  body  in  any  ilovenly,  indecent  fituation.  "  I 
"  am  weary,"  fubjoined  he,  "  of  the  times,  and 
"  forefee  much  mifery  to  my  country ;  but  be- 
"  lieve,  that  I  ffiall  be  out  of  it  ere  night \" 
This  excellent  perfon  was  but  thirty-four  years  of 
•  age  when  a  period  was  thus  put  to  his  life. 

The  lofs  fuftained  on  both  fides  in  the  battle  of 
Newbury,  and  the  advanced  feafon,  obliged  the 
armies  to  retire  into  winter-quarters. 
Anions  in  In  the  north,  during  this  fummer,  the  great  in- 
the  north.  tereft  aRd  popularity  of  the  earl,  now  created  mar- 
quis of  Newcaftle,  had  raifed  a  confiderable  force 
for  the  king  ;  and  great  hopes  of  fuccefs  were  enter- 
tained from  that  quarter.  There  appeared,  however, 
in  oppofition  to  him,  two  men,  on  whom  the  event 
of  the  war  finally  depended,  and  who  began  about 
this  time  to  be  remarked  for  their  valour  and  mili- 
tary conduct.  Thefe  were  fir  Thomas  Fairfax,  fon 
of  the  lord   of  that  name,  and  Oliver  Cromwel. 

*  Whitlocke,  p.  70.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  3So,3si>  &c« 
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The  former  gained  a  confiderable  advantage  at  c  h  a  p. 
Wakefield '  over  a  detachment  of  royalifh,  and  ^J_^l^ 
took  general  Goring  prifoner:  The  latter  obtained  i$fo 
a  victory  at  Gainfborow  m  over  a  party  commanded 
by  the  gallant  Cavendifh,  who  perifhed  in  the  ac- 
tion. But  both  thefe  defeats  of  the  royalifts  were 
more  than  fufficiently  compenfated  by  the  total  rout 
of  lord  Fairfax  at  Atherton  moor n,  and  the  dif- 
perfion  of  his  army.  After  this  victory,  Newcaftle, 
with  an  army  of  15,000  men,  fat  down  before  Hull. 
Hotham  was  no  longer  governor  of  this  place. 
That  gentleman  and  his  fon,  partly  from  a  jealoufy 
entertained  of  lord  Fairfax,  partly  repenting  of  their 
engagements  againfl  the  king,  had  entered  into  a 
correfpondence  with  Newcaftle,  and  had  exprevfed 
an  intention  of  delivering  Hull  into  his  hands.  But 
their  confpiracy  being  detected,  they  were  arretted 
and  fent  prifoners  to  London ;  where,  without  any 
regard  to  their  former  fervices,  they  fell,  both  of 
them,  victims  to  the  feverity  of  the  parliament  °. 

Newcastle,  having  carried  on  the  attack  of 
Hull  for  fome  time,  was  beat  off  by  a  fally  of  the 
garrifon  p,  and  fuffered  fo  much,  that  he  thought 
proper  to  raife  the  fiege.  About  the  fame  time, 
Manchefter,  who  advanced  from  the  eaftern  affo- 
ciated  counties,  having  joined  Cromwel  and  young 
Fairfax,  obtained  a  confiderable  victory  over  the 
royalifts  at  Horncaftle  ;  where  the  two  officers  lafl 
mentioned  gained  renown  by  their  conduct  and  gal- 
lantry. And  though  fortune  had  thus  balanced  her 
favours,  the  king's  party  ftill  remained  much  fu- 
perior  in  thofe  parts  of  England  ;  and  had  it  not 
been  for  the  garrifon  of  Hull,  which  kept  York- 
fhire  in  awe,  a  conjunction  of  the  northern  forces 
with  the  army  in  the  fouth  might  have  been  made, 
and  had  probably  enabled  the  king,  inflead  of  en- 
tering on  the  unfortunate,  perhaps  imprudent,  enter- 

•  21ft  of  May.  m  31ft  of  July.  "  30th  of  June* 

•  Rufh.  vol.  vi.  p,  27;.  13  iath  of  Odober. 
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CHAP,  prife  of  Glocefter,  to  march  directly  to  London, 

kVI-      and  put  an  end  to  the  war  ?, 

i6a~.  While   the  military  entcrprifes  were  carried  on 

with  vigour  in  England,  and  the  event  became  every, 
day  more  doubtful,  both  parties  caff  their  eye  to- 
wards the  neighbouring  kingdoms,  and  fought  aflifl- 
ance  for  the  riniming  of  that  enterprife,  in  which 
their  own  forces  experienced  fuch  furious  oppofition. 
The  parliament  had  recourfe  to  Scotland  j  the  king, 
to  Ireland. 

When  the  Scottifh  covenanters  obtained  that 
end,  for  which  they  fo  earneftly  contended,  the  efta- 
bli/hment  of  prefbyterian  difcipline  in  their  own 
country,  they  were  net  fatisfied,  but  indulged  ftill 
an  ardent  paflion  for  propagating,  by  all  methods, 
that  mode  of  religion  in  the  neighbouring  kingdoms. 
Having  flattered  themfelves,  in  the  fervour  of  their 
zeal,  that,  by  fupernatural  affiifances,  they  mould 
be  enabled  to  carry  their  triumphant  covenant  to 
the  gates  of  Rome  itfelf,  it  behoved  them  firft  to. 
render  it  prevalent  in  England,  which  already 
mowed  fo  great  a  difpofition  to  receive  it.  Even  in 
the  articles  of  pacification,  they  expreifed  a  defire 
of  uniformity  in  worfhip  with  England  $  and  the 
king,  employing  general  exprefhpns,  had  approved 
of  this  inclination,  as  pious  and  laudable.  No. 
fooner  was  there  an  appearance  of  a  rupture,  than 
the  Englifh  parliament,  in  order  to  allure  that  na- 
tion into  a  clofe  confederacy,  openly  declared  their 
wifhes  of  ecclefiaffical  reformation,  and  of  imitating 
the  example  of  their  northern  brethren r.  When 
war  was  actually  commenced,  the  fame  artifices 
y/ere  ufed ;  and  the  Scots  beheld,  with  the  utmofl 
impatience,  a  fcene  of  attion,  of  which  they  could 
not  deem  themfelves  indifferent  fpe&ators.  Should 
the  king,  they  faid,  be  able,  by  force  of  arms,  to  pre- 
vail over  the  parliament  of  England,  and  re-eftablifh 

•>  Warwick,  p.  s6i.     Walker,  p.  278. 
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his  authority  in  that  powerful  kingdom,  he  will  tin-  c  9yYP; 
doubtedly  retract  all  thofe  conceflions,  which,  with  u  ;    *__, 
fo  many  circumftances  of  violence  and  indignity,  the      1643. 
Scots  have  extorted  from  him.     Befides  a  fenfe  of 
his   own   intereft,  and  a   regard  to  royal  power, 
which  has  been  entirely  annihilated  in  this  country  ; 
his  very  paffion  for  prelacy  and  for  religious  cere- 
monies, mutt  lead  him  to  invade  a  church  which  he 
has  ever  been  taught  to  regard  as  antichriflian  and 
unlawful.     Let  us  but  confider  who  the  perfons  are 
that  compofe  the  factions  now  fo  furioufly  engaged 
in  arms.     Does  not  the  parliament  coniiit  of  thofe 
very  men  who  have  ever  oppofed  all  war  with  Scot- 
land, who  have  punifhed  the  authors   of  our   op- 
preffions,  who  have  obtained  us  the  redrefs  of  every 
grievance,    and  who,    with  many   honourable  ex- 
preflions,  have  conferred  on  us   an  ample  reward 
for  our  brotherly  affiftance  ?    And  is  not  the  court 
full  of  papifts,  prelates,  malignants ;  all  of  them 
zealous  enemies  to  our  religious  model,  and  refo- 
lute  to  facrifice  their  lives  for  their  idolatrous  efta- 
blifhments  ?  Not  to  mention  our  own  neceflary  fe- 
curity  ;  can  we  better  exprefs  our  gratitude  to  hea- 
ven for  that  pure  light  with  which  we  are,  above  all 
nations,    fo  eminently  diftinguifhed,  than  by  con- 
veying the  fame  divine  knowledge  to  our  unhappy 
neighbours,  who  are  wading  through  a  fea  of  blood 
in  order  to  attain  it  ?    Thefe  were,  in  Scotland,  the 
topics  of  every  converfation :    With  thefe  doctrines 
the  pulpits  echoed  :  And  the  famous  curfe  of  Meroz, 
that  curfe  fo  folemnly  denounced  and  reiterated 
againft  neutrality  and  moderation,  refounded  from 
all  quarters  z. 

The  parliament  of  England  had  ever  invited  the 
Scots,  from  the  commencement  of  the  civil  diffen- 

2  Curfe  ye  Meroz,  faid  the  angel  of  the  Lord ;  curfe  ye  bitterly  the 
inhabitants  thereof :  Becaufe  they  came  not  to  the  help  of  the  Lord, 
to  the  help  of  the  Lord  againft  the  mighty.    Judges,  chap.  v.  ver.  aj. 
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chap,  fions,  to  interpofe  their  mediation,  which,  they 
LVI-  knew,  would  be  fo  little  favourable  to  the  king : 
J643.  And  the  king,  for  that  very  reafon,  had  ever  en- 
deavoured, with  the  leaft  oftenfive  expremons,  to 
decline  it :.  Early  this  fpring,  the  earl  of  Loudon, 
the  chancellor,  with  other  commiflioners,  and  at- 
tended by  Henderfon,  a  popular  and  intriguing 
preacher,  was  fent  to  the  king  at  Oxford,  and  re- 

,  newed  the  offer  of  mediation  ;  but  with  the  fame 

fuccefs  as  before.  The  commiflioners  were  alfo  em- 
powered to  prefs  the  king  on  the  article  of  religion, 
and  to  recommend  to  him  the  Scottifh  model  of 
ecclefiaflic  worfhip  and  difcipline.  This  was  touch- 
ing Charles  in  a  very  tender  point :  His  honour,  his 
confcience,  as  well  as  his  intereft,  he  believed  to  be 
intimately  concerned  in  fupporting  prelacy  and  the 
liturgy u.  He  begged  the  commiflioners,  therefore, 
to  remain  fatisfied  with  the  conceffions  which  he  had 
made  to  Scotland  ;  and,  having  modelled  their  own 
church  according  to  their  own  principles,  to  leave 
their  neighbours  in  the  like  liberty,  and  not  to  in- 
termeddle with  affairs  of  which  they  could  not  be 
fuppofed  competent  judges w. 

The  divines  of  Oxford,  fecure,  as  they  imagined, 
of  a  victory,  by  means  of  their  authorities  from 
church  hiftory,  their  quotations  from  the  fathers, 
and  their  fpiritual  arguments,  defired  a  conference 
with  Henderfon,  and  undertook,  by  dint  of  rea- 
foning,  to  convert  that  great  apoftle  of  the  north : 
But  Henderfon,  who  had  ever  regarded  as  im- 
pious, the  leaft  doubt  with  regard  to  his  own  prin- 
ciples, and  who  knew  of  a  much  better  way  to  re- 
duce opponents  than  by  employing  any  theological 
topics,  abfolutely  refufed  all  difputation  or  contro- 
verfy.  The  Englifh  divines  went  away  full  of  ad- 
_  miration  at  the  blind  affurance  and  bigoted  preju- 

1  Rufh.  vol.  vi.  p.  398.  u  See  note  [HH]  at  the  end  of  the 

volumet  w  Rufhworth,  vol.  vi.  p.  46a. 
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dices  of  the  man :    He,  on  his  part,  was  moved  chap. 
with  equal  wonder  at  their  obflinate  attachment  to    tj^hj 
fuch  palpable  errors  and  delufions.  k^. 

By  the  conceffions  which  the  king  had  granted  to 
Scotland,  it  became  necefiarv  for  him  to  fummon  a 
parliament  once  in  three  years  ;  and  in  June  of  the 
lubfequent  year,  was  fixed  the  period  for  the  meet- 
ing of  that  affembly.  Before  that  time  elapfed, 
Charles  flattered  himfelf  that  he  mould  be  able,  by 
fome  decisive  advantage,  to  reduce  the  Englifh  par- 
liament to  a  reafonable  fubmiffion,  and  might  then 
expect,  with  fecurity,  the  meeting  of  a  Scottiih  par- 
liament. Though  earneflly  folicited  by  Loudon  to 
fummon  prefently  that  great  council  of  the  nation, 
he  abfolutely  refufed  to  give  authority  to  men  who 
had  already  excited  fuch  dangerous  commotions, 
and  who  mowed  ftill  the  fame  difpofition  to  refift 
and  invade  his  authority.  The  commiilioners, 
therefore,  not  being  able  to  prevail  in  any  of  their 
demands,  defired  the  king's  paffport  for  London, 
where  they  purpofed  to  confer  with  the  Englifh 
parliament x ;  and  being  likewife  denied  this  re- 
queft,  they  returned  with  extreme  diffatisfa&ion  to 
Edinburgh. 

The  office  of  confervators  of  the  peace  was  newly 
erected  in  Scotland,  in  order  to  maintain  the  confe- 
deracy between  the  two  kingdoms ;  and  thefe,  in- 
fligated  by  the  clergy,  were  refolved,  fince  they 
could  not  obtain  the  king's  confent,  to  fummon, 
in  his  name,  but  by  their  own  authority,  a  con- 
vention of  dates ;  and  to  bereave  their  fovereign 
of  this  article,  the  only  one  which  remained  of 
his  prerogative.  Under  colour  of  providing  for 
national  peace,  endangered  by  the  neighbourhood 
of  Englifh  armies,  was  a  convention  called  y  ; 
an  affembly  which,  though  it  meets  with  lefs  fo- 
lemnity,  has  the  fame  authority  as  a  parliament, 

x  Ruihworth,  vol  vi.  p.  406.  y  sad  of  June. 
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CHAP.  m  raifing  money  and  levying  forces.  Hamilton, 
L  '  t  and  his  brother  the  earl  of  Laneric,  who  had  been 
1643.  fent  into  Scotland  in  order  to  oppofe  thefe  meafures, 
wanted  either  authority  or  fincerity ;  and  paffively 
yielded  to  the  torrent.  The  general  aflembly  of 
the  church  met  at  the  fame  time  with  the  conven- 
tion ;  and,  exercifing  an  authority  almofl  abfolute 
over  the  whole  civil  power,  made  every  political 
confideration  yield  to  their  theological  zeal  and  pre- 
judices. 

The  Englifh  parliament  was,  at  that  time,  fallen 
into  great  diftrefs,  by  the  progrefs  of  the  royal  arms  ; 
and  they  gladly  fent  to  Edinburgh  commiffioners, 
with  ample  powers  to  treat  of  a  nearer  union  and 
confederacy  with  the  Scottifh  nation.  The  perfons 
employed  were  the  earl  of  Rutland,  fir  William 
Armyne,  fir  Henry  v^ane  the  younger,  Thomas 
Hatcher,  and  Henry  Darley,  attended  by  Marfhal 
and  Nye,  two  clergymen  of  fignal  authority  z.  In 
this  negotiation,  the  man  chiefly  trufted  was  Vane, 
who,  in  eloquence,  addrefs,  capacity,  as  well  as  in 
art  and  difTimulation,  was  not  furpaffed  by  any  one, 
even  during  that  age,  fo  famous  for  active  talents. 
Sokmn       By  his  perfuafion  was  framed  at  Edinburgh,  that 

league  and    SOLEMN  LEAGUE  AND  COVENANT,  which  effaced  all 

covenant.  former  proteftations  and  vows  taken  in  both  king-, 
doms ;  and  long  maintained  its  credit  and  authority. 
In  this  covenant,  the  fubferibers,  befides  engaging 
mutually  to  defend  each  other  againft  all  opponents, 
bound  themfelves  to  endeavour,  without  refpect  of 

-  perfons,  the  extirpation  of  popery  and  prelacy,  fu- 

perflition,  herefy,  fchifm,  and  profanenefs ;  to 
maintain  the  rights  and  privileges  of  parliaments, 
together  with  the  king's  authority  ;  and  to  dif- 
cover  and  bring  to  juftice  all  incendiaries  and  malig- 
nants a. 

*  VVhitlocke,  p.  73.    Rufli.  vol.  vi.  p.  466.    Clarendon,  vol.  Iff. 
p.  300.  *  Ku!h.  vuL  vi.  p.  478.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  373, 

The 
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The  fubfcribers  of  the  covenant  vowed  alfo  to  CHAP, 
preferve  the  reformed  religion  eftablifhed  in  the  LV^ 
church  of  Scotland  ;  but,  by  the  artifice  of  Vane,  ic>4i. 
no  declaration  more  explicit  was  made  with  regard 
to  England  and  Ireland,  than  that  thefe  kingdoms 
fhould  be  reformed,  according  to  the  word  of  God, 
and  the  example  of  the  pureft  churches.  The  Scot- 
tifh  zealots,  when  prelacy  was  abjured,  deemed  this 
expreilion  quite  free  from  ambiguity,  and  regarded 
their  own  model  as  the  only  one  which  correfpond- 
ed,  in  any  degree,  to  fuch  a  defcription  :  But  that 
able  politician  had  other  views  ;  and  while  he  em- 
ployed his  great  talents  in  over-reaching  the  pref- 
byterians,  and  fecretly  laughed  at  their  fimplicity, 
he  had  blindly  devoted  himlelf  to  the  maintenance 
of  fyftems  flill  more  abfurd  and  more  dangerous. 

In  the  Englifh  parliament  there  remained  fome 
members,  who,  though  they  had  been  induced, 
either  by  private  ambition,  or  by  zeal  for  civil  li- 
berty, to  concur  with  the  majority,  ftill  retained  an 
attachment  to  the  hierarchy,  and  to  the  ancient 
modes  of  worfhip.  But,  in  the  prefent  danger 
which  threatened  their  caufe,  all  fcruples  were  laid 
afide;  and  the  covenant,  by  whofe  means  alone  Sept.  17. 
they  could  expect  to  obtain  fo  confiderable  a  rein- 
forcement as  the  acceffion  of  the  Scottifh  nation, 
was  received  without  oppofition.  The  parliament, 
therefore,  having  firit  fubfcribed  it  themfelves,  or- 
dered it  to  be  received  by  all  who  lived  under  their 
authority. 

Great  were  the  rejoicings  among  the  Scots, 
that  they  mould  be  the  happy  inllruments  of  ex- 
tending their  mode  of  religion,  and  diffipating  that 
profound  darknefs  in  which  the  neighbouring  na- 
tions were  involved.  The  general  aflembly  ap- 
plauded this  glorious  imitation  of  the  piety  difplayed 
by  their  ancestors,  who,  they  faid,  in  three  different 
applications,  during  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  had 
endeavoured  to  enagge  the  Englifh,  by  perfuafion, 

to 
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CHAP,  to  lay  afide  the  ufe  of  the  furplice,  tippet,  and  corner- 
LVI-      cap  b.     The  convention  too,  in  the  height  of  their 
1643.  ~*  zea^j  ordered  every  one  to  fwear  to  this  covenant, 
under  the  penalty  of  confifcation  ;    befide  what  far- 
ther punifhment  it  fhould  pleafe  the  enfuing  parlia- 
ment to  inflict  on  the  refufers,  as  enemies  to  God, 
to  the  king,  and  to  the  kingdom.     And  being  de- 
termined that  the  fword  fhould  carry  conviction  to 
all  refractory  minds,  they  prepared  themfelves,  with 
great  vigilance  and  activity,  for  their  military  en- 
Armins  of  terprifes.  By  means  of  a  hundred  thoufand  pounds, 
the  Scots,   which  they  received  from  England  ;    by  the  hopes 
of  good  pay  and  warm  quarters  ;    not  to  mention 
men's  favourable  difpofition  towards  the  caufe ;  they 
foon  completed  their  levies.     And,  having  added, 
to  their  other  forces,  the  troops  which  they  had 
recalled  from  Ireland,  they  were  ready,  about  the 
end  of  the  year,  to  enter  England,  under  the  com- 
mand of  their  old  general,  the  earl  of  Leven,  with 
an  army  of  above  twenty  thoufand  men c. 

The  king,  forefeeing  this  temped  which  was 
gathering  upon  him,  endeavoured  to  fecure  himfelf 
by  every  expedient ;  and  he  cafl  his  eye  towards 
Ireland,  in  hopes  that  this  kingdom,  from  which 
his  caufe  had  already  received  lb  much  prejudice, 
might  at  length  contribute  fomewhat  towards  his 
protection  and  fecurity. 
State  of  After  the  commencement  of  the  Trim  infurrec- 

ireiancl.  tion,  the  Englifli  parliament,  though  they  under- 
took the  fuppreffion  of  it,  had  ever  been  too  much 
engaged,  either  in  military  projects,  or  expeditions 
at  home,  to  take  any  effectual  flep  towards  finiih- 
ing  that  enterprife.  They  had  entered,  indeed,  into 
a  contract  with  the  Scots,  for  fending  over  an  army 
of  ten  thoufand  men  into  Ireland ;  and,  in  order 
to  engage  that  nation  in  this  undertaking,  befide 
giving  a  promife  of  pay,  they  agreed  to  put  Caric- 

b  Rulhworth,  vol.  vi.  p.  388.         c  Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  3$3- 

fergus 
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Fergus  into  their  hands,  and  to  inveil  their  general  CHAP, 
with  an  authority  quite  independent  of  the  Englifh  ^^^j 
government.  Thefe  troops,  fo  long  as  they  were  1643. 
allowed  to  remain,  were  ufeful,  by  diverting  the 
force  of  the  Irifh  rebels,  and  protecting  in  the  north 
the  fmall  remnants  of  the  Britifh  planters.  But, 
except  this  contract  with  theScottifh  nation,  all  the 
other  meafures  of  the  parliament  either  were  hi- 
therto abfolutely  infignificant,  or  tended  rather  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  proteftant  caufe  in  Ireland.  By 
continuing  their  violent  perfecution,  and  ftill  more 
violent  menaces  againfl  priefts  and  papifts,  they  con- 
firmed the  Irifh  catholics  in  their  rebellion,  and 
cut  off  all  hopes  of  indulgence  and  toleration.  By 
difpofmg  beforehand  of  all  the  Irifh  forfeitures  to 
fubfcribers  or  adventurers,  they  rendered  all  men 
of  property  defperate,  and  feemed  to  threaten  a 
total  extirpation  of  the  natives  d.  And  while  they 
thus  infufed  zeal  and  animofity  into  the  enemy,  no 
meafure  was  purfued  which  could  tend  to  fupport 
or  encourage  the  proteftants,  now  reduced  to  the 
laff,  extremities. 

So  great  is  the  afcendant  which,  from  a  long 
courfe  of  fucceffes,  the  Englifh  has  acquired  over 
the  Irifh  nation,  that  though  the  latter,  when  they 
receive  military  difcipline  among  foreigners,  are  not 
furpafied  by  any  troops,  they  had  never,  in  their 
own  country,  been  able  to  make  any  vigorous  ef- 
fort for  the  defence  or  recovery  of  their  liberties. 
In  many  rencounters,  the  Englifh,  under  lord  More, 
fir  William  St.  Leger,  fir  Frederic  Hamilton,  and 
others,  had,  though  under  great  difadvantages  of 
fituation  and  numbers,  put  the  Irifh  to  rout,  and 
returned  in  triumph  to  Dublin.  The  rebels  raifed 
the  fiege  of  Tredah,  after  an  obflinate  defence  made 

<J  A  thoufand  acres  in  Ulfter  were  given  to  every  one  that  fub-       » 
fcribed  200  pounds,    in  Connaught  to  the  fubfcribers  of  350,  in 
Munfter  for  450J  in  Leinfter  for  600. 

by 
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G  H  A  P.  by  the  garrifon  c.  Ormond  had  obtained  two  corfl- 
LV1,  plete  victories  at  Kilrufh  and  Rofs ;  and  had  brought 
1643.  relief  to  all  the  forts i  which  were  befieged  or  block- 
aded in  different  parts  of  the  kingdom  f.  But  not- 
withstanding thefe  fucceflfes,  even  the  molt  common 
necelfaries  of  life  were  wanting  to  the  victorious? 
armies.  The  Irifh,  in  their  wild  rage  againft  the 
Britifh  planters,  had  laid  wafte  the  whole  kingdom, 
and  were  themfelves  totally  unfit,  from  their  habi- 
tual floth  and  ignorance,  to  raife  any  convenience 
of  human  life.  During  the  courfe  of  fix  months 
no  fupplies  had  come  from  England,  except  the 
fourth  part  of  one  fmall  vefTel's  lading.  Dublin, 
to  fave  itfelf  from  ftarving,  had  been  obliged  to 
fend  the  greater  part  of  its  inhabitants  to  England. 
The  army  had  little  ammunition,  fcarcely  exceed- 
ing forty  barrels  of  gun-powder  ;  not  even  fhoes 
or  clothes  ;  and  for  want  of  food  the  foldiers  had 
been  obliged  to  eat  their  own  horfes.  And  though 
the  diftreis  of  the  Irifn  was  not  much  inferior  £;  be- 
fides  that  they  were  more  hardened  againft  fuch  ex- 
tremities, it  was  but  a  melancholy  reflection,  that 
the  two  nations,  while  they  continued  their  furious 
animofities,  mould  make  defolate  that  fertile  ifland, 
which  might  ferve  to  the  fubfiftence  and  happinefs 
of  both. 

The  juftices  and  council  of  Ireland  had  been  en- 
gaged, chiefly  by  the  intereft  and  authority  of  Or- 
mond, to  fall  into  an  entire  dependence  on  the 
king.  Parfons,  Temple,  Lofius,  and  Meredith, 
who  favoured  the  oppofite  party,  had  been  remov- 
ed ;  and  Charles  had  fupplied  their  place  by  others 
better  affected  to  his  fervice.  A  committee  of  the 
Englifh  houfe  of  commons,  which  had  been  fent 
over  to  Ireland,  in  order  to  conduct  the  affairs  of 
that  kingdom,  had  been  excluded  the  council,  in 
obedience  to  orders  tranfmitteci  from  the  king  h. 

e  Rufli.  vol.  vi.  p.  566.  f  Idem,  ibid.  p.  512.  K  Idem, 

ibid.  p.  555.         h  Idem,  ibid,  pi  s3C.    Clarendon,  vol.  iii.  p.  167. 

iS  "  And 
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And  thefe  were  reafons  mfficient,  befides  the  great  chap. 
difficulties,  under  which  they  themfelves  laboured,  ( 
why  the  parliament  was  unwilling  to  fend  fupplies      1641 
to  an  army,  which,    though   engaged    in  a  caufe 
much  favoured  by  them,  was  commanded  by  their 
declared   enemies.      They    even   intercepted    fome 
fmall  fuccours  lent  thither  by  the  king. 

The  king,  as  he  had  neither  money,  arms,  am- 
munition, nor  provifions  to  fpare  from  his  own 
urgent  wants,  refolved  to  embrace  an  expedient, 
which  might  at  once  relieve  the  neceffities  of  the 
Irifh  proteftants,  and  contribute  to  the  advancement 
of  his  affairs  in  England.  A  truce  with  the  rebels, 
he  thought,  would  enable  his  fubjects  in  Ireland  to 
provide  for  their  own  fupport,  and  would  procure 
him  the  affiftance  of  the  army  againft  the  Englifh 
parliament.  But  as  a  treaty  with  a  people,  fo  odious 
for  their  barbarities,  and  Hill  more  for  their  religion, 
might  be  reprefented  in  invidious  colours,  and  renew 
all  thole  calumnies  with  which  he  had  been  loaded  ; 
it  was  necefiary  to  proceed  with  great  caution  in 
conducting  that  meafure.  A  remonftrance  from  the 
army  was  made  to  the  Irifh  council,  reprefenting 
their  intolerable  neceffities,  and  craving  permiffion 
to  leave  the  kingdom :  And  if  that  were  refufed, 
We  muji  have  recourfe,  they  faid,  to  that  firft  and 
primary  law,  with  which  God  has  endowed  all  men  j 
we  ?nean  the  law  of  nature,  which  teaches  every 
creature  to  preferve  itfelf\  Memorials  both  to  the 
king  and  parliament  were  tranfmitted  by  the  juftices 
and  council,  in  which  their  wants  and  dangers  are 
flrongly  let  forth  k  ;  and  though  the  general  ex- 
preffions  in  thefe  memorials  might  perhaps  be  fuf- 
pected  of  exaggeration,  yet  from  the  particular  facts 
mentioned,  from  the  confellion  of  the  Englifh  par- 
liament itfelf,  and  from  the  very  nature  of  things, 

•  Rufhworth,  vol.  vi.  p. 537.  k  Idem,  ibid.  p.  538. 

J  Idem,  ibid.  p.  s40. 

Vol.  VI.  N  n  it 


545    "  HISTORY   OF    GREAT   BRITAIN. 

CHAP,  it  is  apparent  that  the  Irifli  protefl.  ants  were  reduced 

«V*j      to  gi-cai:  extremities  m  ;  and  it  became  prudent  in  the 

l643-      king,  if  not  abfolutely  neceifary,  to  embrace  fome 

expedient,  which   might  fecure  them,  for  a  time, 

from  the  ruin  and   mifery  with   which  they  were 

threatened. 

Accof-dingly,  the  king  gave  orders n  to  Ormond 
and  the  juftices  to  conclude,  for  a  year,  a  ceffation 
of  arms  with  the  council  of  Kilkenny,  by  whom  the 
Iriffi  were  governed,  and  to  leave  both  fides  in  pof- 
feffion  of  their  prefent  advantages.  The  parliament, 
whofe  bufmefs  it  was  to  find  fault  with  every  mea- 
fure  adopted  by  the  oppoiite  party,  and  who  would 
not  lofe  fo  fair  an  opportunity  of  reproaching  the 
king  whir  his  favour  to  the  Irifli  papifts,  exclaimed 
loudly  againft  this  ceffation.  Among  other  reafons, 
they  infilled  upon  the  divine  vengeance,  which 
England  might  juflly  dread,  for  tolerating  anti- 
chriftian  idolatry,  on  pretence  of  civil  contracts  and 
political  agreements  °.  Religion,  though  every  day 
employed  as  the  engine  of  their  own  ambitious 
purpofes,  was  fuppofed  too  facred  to  be  yielded  up 
to  the  temporal  intereils  or  fafety  of  kingdoms. 

After  the  ceffation,  there  was  little  neceffity, 
as  well  as  no  means,  of  fubhfting  the  army  in  Ireland. 
The  king  ordered  Ormond,  who  was  entirely  de- 
voted to  him,  to  fend  over  confiderable  bodies  of 
it  to  England.  Mod  of  them  continued  in  his 
fervice ;  but  a  fmall  part  having  imbibed  in  Ireland 
a  flrong  animofity  againft  the  catholics,  and  hear- 
ing the  king's  party  univerfally  reproached  with 
popery,  foon  after  deferted  to  the  parliament, 

m  See  farther  Carte's  Ormond,  vol.  iii.  No.  113.  127,  128,  129. 
134.  136.  141.  144.  149.  158,  159.  All  thefe  papers  put  it  palt 
doubt,  that  the  neceffities  of  the  Englifh  army  in  Ireland  were  ex- 
treme. Seefarther,  Ruih.  vol.vi.  p.  537.  and  Dugdale,  p.  853,854. 

A  7th  September.     See  Rufh.  vol.  vi.  p.  537.  544.  547. 

0  Idem,  ibid,  p,557, 

Some 
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Some  Irifh  catholics  came  over  with  thefe  troops,  chap. 
and  joined  the  royal  army,  where  they  continued 
the  fame  cruelties  and  diforders  to  which  they  had  1643, 
been  accuftomed  p.  The  parliament  voted,  that  no 
o^iarter,  in  any  action,  mould  ever  be  given  them  : 
But  prince  Rupert,  by  making  fome  reprifals,  foon 
reprefled  this  inhumanity '» 

*  YVhitlocke,  p.  78.  103.  <>  JtUflU  voL  vi.  p.  62p.  783. 
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NOTE   [A],    p.  19. 

SIR  Charles   Cornwallis,  the  king's  ambafTador  at  Ma- 
drid, when  preiTed  by  the  duke  of  Lerma  to  enter  into 
a  league  with  Spain,  faid   to    that  minifter ;  though  his  ma- 
jcfly  was  an  abfolute  king,  and  therefore  not  bound  to  give 
an  account  to  any,  of  his  aclions  ;  yet  that  fo  gracious  and  re- 
gardful a  prince  he  was  of  the  love  and  contentment  of  his  own 
fubjccls,  as  I  ajj'ured  myfelf  he  would  not  think  it  fit  to  do  any 
thing  of  fo  great  confequence  without  acquainting  them  with  his 
intentions.     Win  wood,  vol.  ii.   p.  22£.       Sir   Walter  Ra- 
leigh has  this  pafFage   in  the  preface  to   his  Hiftory  of  the 
World.      Philip  II.   by  flrong  hind  and  main  force,  attempted 
to  make  himfelf  not  only  an  abfolute  monarch   over  the  Ne- 
therlands, like  unto  the  kings  and  monarchs  of  England  and 
France,  but  Turk  like,  to  tread  under  his  feet  all  their  natural 
and  fundamental  laws,  privileges,  and  ancient    rights.      We 
meet   with   this   paffage   in   fir  John  Davis's  Queftion  con- 
cerning  Impofitions,  p.  161.       "  Thus   we    fee    by    this 
"  comparifon,  that  the  king  of  England  doth  lay   but  his 
"  little   finger  upon   his  fubjecls,  when  other  princes  and 
"  ftates  do  lay  their  heavy  loins  upon  their  people  :    What 
"  is  the  re-ifon  of  this  difference  ?    From  whence  cometh 
N  n  3  «  it  ? 
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"  it  ?  affuredly  not  from  a  different  power  or  prerogative  : 
"  For  the   kiri2  of  England   is   as  abfolute  a  monarch  a* 

to  ,       to, 

"  any  emperor  or  king  m  the  world,  and  hath  as  many 
"  prerogatives  incident  to  his  crown."  Coke,  in  Cawdry's 
cafe,  fays,  "  That  by  the  ancient  laws  of  this  realm, 
"  England  is  an  abfihtte  empire  and  monarchy  ;  and  that 
"  the  king  is  furnifhed  with  plenary  and  entire  power,. 
"  prerogative,  and  jurifdiclion,  and  is  fupreme  governor 
"  over  all  perfons  within  this  realm."  Spencer,  fpeaking 
of  fome  grants  of  the  Englifh  kings  to  the  Irifh  corpora- 
tions, fays,  "  All  which,  though  at  the  time  of  their  firfc 
*'  grant  they  were  tolerable,  and  perhaps  reafonable,  yet 
"  now  are  moft  unreafonable  and  inconvenient.  But  all 
"  thefe  will  eafily  be  cut  off,  with  the  fuperior  power  of 
*'  her  inajefty's  prerogative,  againft  which  her  own  grants 
"  are  not  to  be  pleaded  or  enforced."  State  of  Ireland, 
p.  1537-  edit.  1706.  The  fame  author,  in'p.  1660,  pro- 
pofes  a  plan  for  the  civilization  of  Ireland  ;  that  the  queen 
Ihould  create  a  provoft.  marlhal  in  every  county,  who 
might  ride  about  whh  eight  or  ten  followers  in  fearch  of 
flragglers  and  vagabonds  :  The  firft  time  he  catches  any 
he  may  punifh  them  more  lightly  by  the  Hocks  ;  the-  fe- 
cond  time,  by  whipping ;  but  the  third  time,  he  may  hang 
them,  without  trial  or  procefs,  on  the  firft  bough  :  And 
he  thinks  that,  this  authority  may  more  fafely  be  entrufted 
to  the  provoft  marfhal  than  to  the  fheriff;  becaufe  the 
latter  rnagiftrate,  having  a  profit  by  the  efcheats  of  felons, 
may  be  tempted  to  hang  innocent  perfons.  Here  a  real, 
abfolute,  or  rather  defpotic  power  is  pointed  out ;  and  we 
may  infer  from  all  thefe  paffages,  either  that  the  word 
abfolute  bore  a  different  fenfe  from  what  it  does  at  prefent, 
or  that  men's  ideas  of  the  Englifh,  as  well  as  Irifh  go- 
vernment, were  then  different.  This  latter  inference, 
fecms  jufter.  The  word,  being  derived  from  the  French* 
bore  always  the  fame  fenfe  as  in  that  language.  An  ab- 
folute monarchy  in  Charles  l.'s  anfwer  to  the  nineteen 
propofitions  is  oppofed  to  a  limited  ;  and  the  king  of  Eng- 
land is  acknowledged  not  to  be  abfolute  :  So  much  had 
matters  changed  even  before  the  civil  war.  In  fir  John 
Fortefcue's  treatife  of  abfolute  and  limited  monarchy,  a 
book  written  in  the  reign  of  Edward  the  IVth,  the  word 
abjolute  is  taken  in  the  fame  fenfe  as  at  prefent ;  and  the 
government  of  England  is  alfo  faid  net  to  be  abfolute. 

They 
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They  were  the  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Tudor  chiefly  who 
introduced  that  adminiftration,  which  had  the  appearance 
of  abfolute  government.  The  princes  before  them  were 
reftrained  by  the  barons ;  as  thofe  after  them  by  the  houfe 
of  commons.  The  people  had,  properly  fpcaking,  little 
liberty  in  either  of  thefe  ancient  governments,  but  leaft  in 
the  more  ancient. 


t 
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NOTE    [B],    p.  20. 

VEN  this  parliament,  which  fhewed  fo  much  fpirit 
and  good-fenfe  in  the  affair  of  Goodwin,  made  a 
ftrange  concefhon  to  the  crown,  in  their  fourth  feflion. 
Toby  Mathews,  a  member,  had  been  banifhed  by  order  of 
the  council  upon  direction  from  his  majefty.  The  parlia- 
ment not  only  acquiefced  in  this  arbitrary  proceeding,  but 
iifued  writs  for  a  new  election.  Such  novices  were  they 
as  yet  in  the  principles  of  liberty  !  See  Journ.  14  Feb. 
1609.  Mathews  was  banifhed  by  the  king,  on  account 
of  his  change  of  religion  to  popery.  The  king  had  an  in- 
dulgence to  thofe  who  had  been  educated  catholics ;  but 
could  rtot  bear  the  new  converts.  It  was  probably  the 
ammofitv  of  the  commons  againft  the  papifts,  which  made 
them  acquiefce  in  this  precedent,  without  reflecting  on 
the  confequences !  The  jealoufy  of  liberty,  though  roufed, 
was  not  yet  thoroughly  enlightened. 


NOTE    [C],    p.  23. 

A  T  that  time  men  of  genius  and  enlarged  minds  had 
•**•  adopted  the  principles  of  liberty,  which  were  as  yet 
pretty  much  unknown  to  the  generality  of  the  people.  Sir 
Matthew  Hales  has  pubhfhed  a  remonitrance  againft  the 
king's  conduct  towards  the  parliament  during  this  feffion. 
The  remonftrance  is  drawn  with  great  force  of  reafoning, 
and  fpirit  of  libertv  ;  and  was  the  production  of  fir  Francis 
Bacon  and  fir  Edwin  Sandys,  two  men  of  the  greateft 
parts  and  knowledge  in  England.  It  is  drawn  in  the 
name  oi  the  commons  ;  but  as  there  is  no  hint  of  it  in  the 
journal?,  we  muft  conclude,  either  that  the  authors,  (en- 
able that  the  ftrain  of  the  piece  was  much  beyond  the 
N  n  4  principles 
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principles  of  the  age,  had  not  ventured  to  prefent  it  to  the 
lioufe,  or  that  it  had  been  for  that  reafon  rejected.  The 
dignity  and  authority  of  the  commons  are  fbrongly  in- 
fifted  upon  in  this  remonftrance ;  and  it  is  there  faid,  thai 
their  fubmiffion  to  the  ill  treatment,  which  they  received 
during  the  latter  part  of  Elizabeth's  reign,  had  proceeded 
from  their  tendernefs  towards  her  age  and  her  lex.  But 
the  authors  are  miftaken  in  thefe  facls  :  For  the  houfe 
received  and  fubmitted  to  as  bad  treatment  in  the  begin- 
ning and  middle  of  that  reign.  The  government  was 
equally  arbitrary  in  Mary's  reign,  in  Edward's,  in  Harry 
the  eighth  and  feventh's.  And  the  farther  we  go  back 
into  hiftory,  though  there  might  be  more  of  a  certain  irre- 
gular kind  of  liberty  among  the  barons,  the  commons 
were  ftill  of  lefs  authority. 


NOTE    [D],   p.  27. 

Hp  HIS  parliament  paffed  an  act  of  recognition  of  the 
-*■  king's  title  in  the  mod  ample  terms.  They  recog- 
nifed  and  acknowledged,  that  immediately  upon  the  dif- 
folution  and  deceafe  of  Elizabeth,  late  queen  of  England, 
the  imperial  crown  thereof  did,  by  inherent  birthright  and 
lawful  and  undoubted  fucceffion,  defcend  and  come  to  his 
moft  excellent  majefty,  as  being  lineally,  juflly,  and  law- 
fully next  and  fole  heir  of  the  blood  royal  of  this  realm. 
1  James  I.  cap.  1.  The  puritans,  though  then  prevalent, 
did  not  think  proper  to  difpute  this  great  conftitutional 
point.  In  the  recognition  of  queen  Elizabeth,  the  parlia- 
ment declares,  that  the  queen's  highnefs  is,  and  in  very 
deed  and  of  moft  mere  right  ought  to  be,  by  the  laws  of  God 
and  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  our  moft  lawful 
and  rightful  fovereign,  liege  lady  and  queen,  &c.  It  ap- 
pears then,  that  if  king  James's  divine  right  be  not  men- 
tioned by  parliament,  the  omiffion  came  merely  from 
chance,  and  becaufe  that  phrafe  did  not  occur  to  the  com- 
piler of  the  recognition  ;  his  title  being  plainly  the  fame 
with  that  of  his  predeceffor,  who  was  allowed  to  have  a 
divine  right. 
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NOTE   [E],  p.  36. 

SOME  hiftorians  have  imagined,  that  the  king  had  fecret 
intelligence  of  the  confpiracy,  and  that  the  letter  to 
Monteagle  was  written  bv  his  direction,  in  order  to  obtain 
the  praife  of  penetration  in  cifcovering  the  plot.  But  the 
known  facts  refute  this  fuppofition.  That  letter,  being 
commonly  talked  of,  might  naturally  have  given  an  alarm 
to  the  confpirators,  and  made  them  contrive  their  efcape. 
The  vifit  of  the  lord  chamberlain  ought  to  have  had  the 
fame  effe£t.  In  fhort,  it  appears,  that  nobody  was  arrett- 
ed or  enquired  after  lor  fome  davs,  till  Eawkes  difcovered 
the  names  of  the  confpirators.  We  may  infer,  however, 
from  a  letter  in  Winwood's  Memorials,  vol.  ii.  p.  171. 
that  Salisbury's  fagacity  led  the  king  in  his  conjectures, 
and  that  the  miniiter,  like  an  artful  courtier,  gave  his 
matter  the  praife  of  the  whole  difcovery. 


NOTE     [F],     p.  52. 

TT7  E  find  the  king's  anfwer  in  Winwood's  Memorials, 
*  *  vol.  iii.  p.  193.  2d.  edit.  "  To  the  third  and 
"  fourth  (namely,  that  it  might  be  lawful  to  arreft  the 
"  king's  fervants  without  leave,  and  that  no  man  mould 
"  be  enforced  to  lend  money,  nor  to  give  a  reafon  why  he 
*'  would  not)  his  majefty  fent  us  an  anfwer,  that  becaufe 
"  we  brought  precedents  of  antiquity  to  ftrengthen  thole 
**  demands,  he  allowed  not  of  any  precedents  drawn  from 
**  the  time  of  ufurping  or  decaying  princes,  cr  people  too 
"  bold  and  wanton  ;  that  he  defired  not  to  govern  in  that 
"  commonwealth,  where  fubjects  mould  be  affured  of  all 
"  things,  and  hope  for  nothing.  It  was  one  thing  fub- 
"  mitterc  pnncipatum  legibus  ;  and  another  thing  fubmitterz 
"  principatiwi  Jukditis.  That  he  would  not  leave  to  pof- 
*'  terity  fuch  a  mark  of  weaknefs  upon  his  reign ;  and 
"  therefore  his  conclufion  was,  ?ion  placet  petitioy  non 
M  placet  exernplum  :  Yet  with  this  mitigation,  that  in  mat- 
"  ters  of  loans  he  would  refufe  no  reafonable  excufe,  nor 
"  mould  my  lord  chamberlain  deny  the  arrefting  of  any 
"  of  his  majefty's  fervants,  if  juft  caufe  was  fhewn." 
The  parliament,  however,  acknowledged  at  this  time  with 

thaokfulnefs 
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thankfulnefs  to  the  king,  that  he  allowed  difputes  and  in- 
quiries about  his  prerogative,  much  beyond  what  had  been 
indulged  by  any  of  his  predeceffors.  Parliament.  Hijl. 
vol.  v.  p.  230.  This  very  feffions,  he  exprefsly  gave  them 
leave  to  produce  all  their  grievances  without  exception. 


NOTE    [G],    p.  56. 

TT  may  not  be  unworthy  of  obfervation,  that  James,  in 
-*■  a  book  called  The  true  lazvs  of  free  Monarchies,  which 
he  published  a  little  before  his  acceffion  to  the  crown  of 
England,  affirmed,  "  That  a  good  king,  although  he  be 
•*  above  the  law,  will  fubject  and  frame  his  actions 
"  thereto,  for  example's  fake  to  his  fubjecls,  and  of  his 
"  own  free-will,  but  not  as  fubjeef.  or  bound  thereto."  In 
another  paffage,  "  According  to  the  fundamental  law  al- 
"  ready  alledged,  we  daily  fee,  that  in  the  parliament 
*'  (which  is  nothing  elfe  but  the  head-court  of  the  king 
*'  and  his  vaffals)  the  laws  are  but  craved  by  his  fubjefts, 
"  and  only  made  by  him  at  their  rogation,  and  with  their 
"  advice.  For  albeit  the  king  male  daily  ftatutes  and  or- 
"  dinances,  enjoining  fuch  pains  thereto  as  he  thinks 
'*  meet,  without  any  advice  of  parliament  or  eftates ;  yet 
**  it  lies  in  the  power  of  no  parliament  to  make  any  kind 
"  of  law  or  ftatute,  without  his  fceptre  be  to  it,  for  giving 
"  it  the  force  of  a  law."  King  Ja?!ics's  Works,  p.  202. 
It  is  not  to  be  fuppofed  that,  at  fuch  a  critical  juncture, 
James  had  fo  little  fenfe  as,  direftly,  in  fo  material  a  point, 
to  have  openly  fhocked  what  were  the  univerfal  eftablifhed 
principles  of  that  age :  On  the  contrary,  we  are  told  by 
hiftorians,  that  nothing  tended  more  to  facilitate  his  ac- 
ceffion, than  the  good  opinion  entertained  of  him  by  the 
Englifh,  on  account  of  his  learned  and  judicious  writings. 
The  queftion,  however,  with  regard  to  the  royal  power 
was,  at  this  time,  become  a  very  dangerous  point ;  and 
without  emploving  ambiguous,  infignificant  terms,  which 
determined  nothing,  it  was  impofiible  to  pleafe  both  king 
and  parliament.  Dr.  Cowell,  who  had  magnified  the 
prerogative  in  words  too  intelligible,  fell  this  feffion  under 
the  indignation  of  the  commons.  Parliament.  Hifi.  vol.  v. 
p.  221.  The  king  himfelf,  aher  ail  his  magnificent 
boafts,  was  obliged  to  make  his  el'cape  through   a  diftinc- 

tion, 
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fion,  which  he  framed  between  a  king  in  abjiraflo  and  a 
king  in  concreto  :  An  abftracl  king,  he  faid,  had  all  power  ; 
but  a  concrete  king  was  bound  to  obferve  the  laws  of  the 
country  which  he  governed.  King  James's  Works ,  p.  533. 
But,  how  bound  ?  By  confcience  only  ?  Or  might  his  fub- 
jects  refill  him  and  defend  their  privileges  r  This  he  thought 
not  fit  to  explain.  And  fo  difficult  is  it  to  explain  that 
point,  that,  to  this  day,  whatever  liberties  may  be  ufed  by 
private  inquirers,  the  laws  have,  very  prudently,  thought 
proper  to  maintain  a  total  filence  with  regard  to  it. 


NOTE    [H],   p.  73. 

T}ARL.  HIST.  vol.  5.  p.  290.  So  little  fixed  at  this 
A  time  were  the  rules  of  parliament,  that  the  commons 
complained  to  the  peers  of  a  fpeech  made  in  the  upper 
houfe  by  the  bifhop  of  Lincoln  ;  which  it  belonged  only 
to  that  houfe  to  cenfure,  and  which  the  other  could  not 
regularly  be  fuppofed  to  be  acquainted  with.  Thefe  at 
lead  are  the  rules  eftablifhcd  fince  the  parliament  became 
a  real  feat  of  power,  and  fcene  of  bufinefs.  Neither  the 
king  muft  take  notice  of  what  paffes  in  either  houfe,  nor 
either  houfe  of  what  paffes  in  the  other,  till  regularly  in- 
formed of  it.  The  commons,  in  their  famous  pvoteftation 
1 62 1,  fixed  this  rule  with  regard  to  the  king,  though  at 
prefent  they  would  not  bind  themfelves  by  it.  But  as  li- 
berty was  yet  new,  thofe  maxims  which  guard  and  regu- 
late it  were  unknown  and  unpracfifed. 


NOTE    [I],    p.  98. 

OOME  of  the  facls  in  this  narrative,  which  feem  to  con- 
^  demn  Raleigh,  are  taken  from  the  king's  declaration, 
which  being  publifhed  by  authority,  when  the  facts  were 
recent,  being  extracted  from  examinations  before  the  privy 
council,  and  fubferibed  by  fix  privy  counfellors,  among 
whom  was  Abbot  archbifhop  of  Canterbury,  a  prelate  no- 
wife  complaifant  to  the  court,  rauft  be  allowed  to  have 
great  weight,  or  rather  to  be  of  undoubted  credit.  Yet 
the  inoft  material  facls  are  confirmed  either  by  the  nature 
and  reafon  of  the  thing,   or  by  fir  Walter's  own  apology 

18  and 
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and    his  letters.      The  king's  declaration    is    in    the  Har- 
levan  mifcellanv,  vol.    3.   No.   2. 

1.  There  feems  to  be  an  improbability  that    the    Spa- 
niards,   who  knew  nothing   cf  Raleigh's  pretended  mine, 
ihould  have  built  a  town   in  fo  wide  a  coaft,   within  three 
miles    of  it.     The    chances  are  extremely  againft  fuch   a 
fuppofition  :   And  it  is  more  natural  to  think,  that  the  view 
of  plundering   the  town  led    him  thither,    than    that    of 
working  a  mine.      2.   No  fuch  mine  is  there  found  to  this 
day.     3.  Raleigh  in  la 61  found   no  mine,    and  in  fact  he 
plundered    and   burned  a  Spanifh   town.     Is  it  not  more 
probable,  therefore,  that  the  latter  was  his  intention  r  How 
c-:n   the  fecrets  of  his  breaft  be  rendered  fo  vifible  as  to 
counterpoife  certain  fafts  r     4.   He  con  fe  lies,    in  his  letter 
to  lord  Carew,  that  though  he  knew  it,  yet  he  concealed 
from  the  king  the  fettletnent    oi    the  Spaniards    on   that 
coafr.      Does   not  this  fact   alone    render  him    fufficiently 
criminal?     5.  His  commilTion  impowers  hiin  only  to  fettle 
on  a  coaft  polfeffed  bv  favage  and  barbarous  inhabitants. 
Was  it  not  the  molt  evident  breach  of  orders  to  difembark 
on  a  coaft  poffeffed  by  Spaniards  r   6.  His  orders  to  Keymis, 
when  he  fent  him  up  the   river,  are  contained  in  his  own 
apology,  and  from  them  it  appears,  (that  he  knew  (what  was 
unavoidable)  that   the  Spaniards   would  refill,    and  would 
oppofe  the  Englifh    landing  and    taking  poffeffion  of  the 
country.     His  intentions,  therefore,  were  hoftile  from  the 
beginning.     7.  Without  provocation,   and  even  when  at  a 
diftance,  he  gave  Keymis  orders  to  diflodge  the  Spaniards 
from    their  own    town.      Could    any  enterprife    be   more 
holtile  ?  And  confidering  the  Spaniards  as  allies  to  the  na- 
tion, could  any  enterprife  be  more  criminal  r  Was  he  not 
the  aggreffor,   even  though  it  fhould  be  true  that  the  Spa- 
niards fired  upon  his  men  at  landing  ?    It  is  faid,  he  killed 
three  or  four  hundred  of  them.     Is  that  fo  light  a  matter  ? 
8.   In  his  letter  to  the  king,  and  in  his  apology,  he  grounds 
his  defence  on  former  holtilities  exercifed  by  the  Spaniards 
againft  other  companies    of  Englifhmen.     Thefe    are    ac- 
counted for  by  the  ambiguity  of    the  treaty  between  the 
nations.     And  it  is  plain,   that  though  thefe  might  pollibly 
be  reafons  for  the  king's  declaring  war  againft  that  na- 
tion, they  could  never  entitle  Raleigh  to  declare  war,   and 
without  any"  com  million,  or  contrary  to  his  commilTion,  to 
invade  the  Spanifh  fettlements.     He  pretends  indeed  that 
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peace  was  never  made  with  Spain   in  the  Indies  i    A  mod 
abfurd  notion  !    The  chief  hurt  which  the  Spaniards  could 
receive  from  England  was  in  the  Indies  ;    and  they  never 
would  have  made  peace  at  all,  if  hoftilities  had  been  ftill 
to  be  continued  onthefe  fettlements.     By  fecret  agreement, 
the  Englifh  were  ftill  allowed  to   fupport  the  Dutch  even 
after  the  treaty  of  peace.      If  they  had  alfo  been  allowed  to 
invade  the  Spanilh  fettlements,  the  treaty  had  been  a  full 
peace  to  England,   while  the  Spaniards  were   ftill  expofed 
to  the  full  eife£fc  of  war.     9.   If  the  claim  to  the  property 
of  that  country,  as   firft  difcoverers,  was  good,  in  opposi- 
tion to  prefent  fettlement,  as  Raleigh  pretends ;    why  was 
it  not   laid  before  the  king  with  all  its   circumftances,  and 
fubmitted  to  his  judgment?      10.    Raleigh's  force  is  ac- 
knowledged  bv  hirafelf  to  have  been  infufficient  to  fupport 
him  in  the  poiTelTion  of  St.  Thomas  againft  the  power  of 
which  Spr.in  was  mailer  on   that  coaft  ;    yet  it  was  fuffi- 
cient,  as  he  owns,  to  take  by  furprife  and  plunder  twenty 
towns.      It  was  not   therefore   his   defign  to  fettle,  but  to 
plunder.     By  thefe  confeffions,  which  I  have  here  brought 
together,  he  plainly  betrays  himfelf.      11.  Why  did  he  not 
ftay  and  work  his  mine,  as  at  firft  he  projected  ?      He  ap- 
prehended that  the   Spaniards  would   be  upon  him  with  a 
greater   force.     But  before  he  lelt  England  he  knew  that 
this  muft  be  the  cafe,  if  he  invaded  any  part  of  the  Spanifh 
colonies.     His  intention  therefore  never  was  to  fettle,  but 
only  to   plunder.       12.    He  acknowledges  that  he  knew 
neither  the  depth  nor  riches  of  the   mine,  but  only  that 
there  was  fome  ore  there.     Would  he  have  ventured  all  his 
fortune  and   credit   on   fo  precarious   a  foundation?      13. 
Would  the  other    adventurers,    if   made   acquainted  with 
this,  have  rifqued  every  thing  to  attend  him  ?     Ought  a 
fleet  to  have  been  equipped  for  an  experiment  ?    Was  there 
not  plainly  an  impofture  in  the  management  of  this  affair  ? 
14.   He  fays  to  Keymis,  in  his  orders,  Bring  but  a  bafket- 
full  ot  ore,  and  it  will  fatisfy  the  king  that  my  project  was 
not  imaginary.     This  was   eafily   done   from  the  Spanifh 
mines ;    and   he   feems  to  have  been  chiefly   difpleafed  at 
Keymis  for  not  attempting  it.     Such  a  view  was  a  preme- 
ditated   apology  to  cover   his    cheat.       15.  The   king  in 
his   declaration  imputes  it  to  Raleigh,  that  as  foon  as  he 
was  at   fea,  he  immediately  fell  into  fuch    uncertain  and 
doubtful  talk  of  his  mine,  and  faid,  that  it  would  be  fuf- 

ficient 
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ficicnt  if  he  brought  home  a  bafket-full  of  ore.     From  the 
<  ircumftance  iaft   mentioned,  it   appears  that  this  imputa- 
tion was  not   without  reafon.      16.  There  are  many  other 
circumftances  of  great  weight  in  the   king's  declaration  ; 
mat  Raleigh,  when  lie  fell  down  to  Plymouth,    took  no 
pioneers   with   him,  which   he  always   declared  to   be  his 
;  mention  ;    that  he  was  nowife  provided  with  inftruments 
for-  working  a  mine,  but  had  a  Sufficient  flock  of  warlike 
ilores ;    that   young   Raleigh,   in  attacking  the   Spaniards, 
employed  the   words  which,  in   the  narration,  I  have  put 
in  his  mouth  ;    that  the  mine  was  moveable,  and  fhifted  as 
he   faw   convenient  :    Not  to  mention   many  other  public 
•  s  which  prove  him  to  have  been  highly  criminal  againft 
h:s  companions  as   well   as  his  country,       Howel,  in  his 
letters,  favs,  that   there  lived  in   London,  in  1645,  an  of- 
ficer, a  man  of  honour,  who  afferted,  that  he  heard  young 
Raleigh   Speak  thefe  words,  vol.  ii.   letter  63.    .That  was 
a  time  when   there  was   no  intereft  in  maintaining  fuch  a 
K,t.      17.   Raleigh's  account  of  his  fir  ft  voyage  to  Guiana 
proves  him  to  have  been  a  man  capable  of  the  moft  extra- 
r.it  credulity  or   moil  impudent  impofture.      So   ridi- 
culous are  the  ftories  which  he  tells  of  the  Inca's  chimerical 
empire   in  the  midft  of  Guiana ;    the  rich  city  of  El  Do- 
rado, or  Manao,  two  days  journey  in  length,  and  mining 
with  gold  and  Silver;  the  old  Peruvian  prophecies  in  favour 
of  the  Englifh,   who,  he  fays,  were  expreSslv  named  as  the 
deliverers  of  that  country,  long  before  any  European  had 
ever  touched  there  ;    the  Amazons,  or  republic  of  women  ; 
and  in  general,   the  vaft  and  incredible  riches  which  he  faw 
on   that  continent,  where   nobody  as  yet   found  any  trea- 
fures.     This  whole  narrative  is  a  proof  that  he  was  ex- 
tremely defective  either  in  folid  underftanding,  or  morals,  or 
both.     No  man's  character  indeed  feems  ever  to  have  been 
carried    to    fuch  extremes  as    Raleigh's,    by  the    oppofite 
paffions  of  envy  and  pity.     In  the  former  part  of  his  life, 
when  he  was  acYive  and  lived  in  the  world,  and  was  pro- 
bably beft   known,  he  was   the  objecl  of  univerfal   hatred 
and   deteflation   throughout    England  ;    in  the   latter   part, 
when  fhut  up  in  prifon,  he  became,   much  more  unreason- 
ably, the  object  of  great  love  and  admiration. 

As  to  the  circumftances  of  the  narrative,  that  Raleigh's 
pardon  was  refufed  him,  that  his  former  Sentence  was  pur- 
pofely  kept  in  force  againft  him,  and  that  he  went  out  un- 
der 
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der  thefe  exprefs  conditions,  they  may  he  fupported  by  the 
following  authorities.  1.  The  king's  word  and  that  of 
fix  privy  counfellors,  who  affirm  it  for  fact.  2.  The  na- 
ture of  the  thing.  If  no  fufpicion  had  been  entertained  of 
his  intentions,  a  pardon  would  never  have  been  refufed  to 
a  man  to  whom  authority  was  entrufted.  3.  The  words 
of  the  commiiTion  itfelf,  where  he  is  (imply  ftvled  fir 
Walter  Raleigh,  and  not  faithful  and  well  beloved.,  accord- 
ing to  the  ufual  and  never-failing  ftyle  on  fuch  occafions. 
4.  In  all  the  letters  which  he  wrote  home  to  fir  Ralph 
Winwood  and  to  his  own  wife,  he  always  confiders  him- 
felf  as  a  perfon  unpardoned  and  liable  to  the  law.  He 
feems  indeed,  immediately  upon  the  failure  of  his  enter- 
prife,  to  have  become  defperate,  and  to  have  expected  the 
fate  which  he  met  with. 

It  is  pretended,  that  the  king  g?.ve  intelligence  to  the 
Spaniards  of  Raleigh's  project ;  as  if  he  had  needed  to  lay 
a  plot  for  dedroving  a  man,  whofe  life  had  been  fourteen, 
years,  and  flill  was,  in  his  power.  The  Spaniards  wanted 
no  other  intelligence  to  be  on  their  guard,  than  the  known 
and  public  fa£t  of  Raleigh's  armament.  And  there  was 
no  reafon  why  the  king  mould  conceal  from  them  the  pro- 
ject of  a  fettlement,  which  Raleigh  pretended,  and  the 
king  believed,  to  be  entirely  innocent. 

The  king's  chief  blame  feems  to  have  lain  in  his  neg- 
ligence, in  allowing  Raleigh  to  depart  without  a  more  ex- 
act fcrutiny  :  But  for  this  l]e  apologifes  by  faying,  that 
fureties  "were  required  for  the  good  behaviour  of  Raleigh 
and  all  his  affociates  in  the  enterprife,  but  that  they  gave 
in  bonds  for  each  other:  A  cheat  which  was  not  perceived 
till  they  had  failed,  and  which  increafed  the  fufpicion  of  bad 
intentions. 

Perhaps  the  king  ought  alfo  to  have  granted  Raleigh  a 
pardon  for  his  old  treafon,  and  to  have  tried  him  anew  for 
his  new  offences.  His  punifhment  in  that  cafe  would  not 
only  have  been  juft,  but  conducted  in  a  jufl  and  unexcep- 
tionable manner.  But  we  are  told  that  a  ridiculous  opi- 
nion at  that  time  prevailed  in  the  nation  (and  it  is  plainly 
fuppofed  by  fir  Walter  in  his  apology),  that,  by  treaty, 
war  was  allowed  with  the  Spaniards  in  the  Indies,  though 
peace  was  made  in  Europe  :  And  while  that  notion  took 
place,  no  jury  would  have  found  Raleigh  guilty.  So  that 
had  not  the  king  punifhed  him  upon  the  old  fentence,  the 

Spaniards 
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Spaniards  would  have  had  a  jufl  caufe  of  complaint  againir. 
the  king,  fufficient  to  have  produced  a  war,  at  leaft  to  have 
deftroyed  all  cordiality  between  the  nations. 

This  explication  I  thought  necefiary,  in  order  to  clear 
up  the  ftory  of  Raleigh  ;  which,  though  very  obvious,  is 
generally  miftaken  in  fo  grofs  a  manner,  that  I  fcarcely 
know  its  parallel  in  the  Englifii  hiftory. 


NOTE    [K],   p.   106. 

*~p  HIS  parliament  is  remarkable  for  being  the  epoch,  in 
•*■  which  were  fir  ft  regularly  formed,  though  without  ac- 
quiring thefe  denominations  the  parties  of  court  and 
country ;  parties  which  have  ever  fince  continued,  and 
which,  while  they  oft  threaten  the  total  diffolution  of  the 
government,  are  the  real  cauies  of  its  permanent  life  and 
vigour.  In  the  ancient  feudal  conftitution,  of  which  the 
Englifii  partook  with  other  European  nations,  there  was  a 
mixture,  not  of  authority  and  liberty,  which  we  have  fince 
enjoyed  in  this  ifland,  and  which  now  fubfift  uniformly  to- 
gether ;  but  of  authority  and  anarchy,  which  perpetually 
Shocked  with  each  other,  and  which  took  place  alternately, 
according  as  circumftances  were  more  or  lefs  favourable 
to  either  of  them.  A  parliament  compofed  of  barbarians, 
fummoned  from  their  fields  and  forelb,  unrnftructed  by 
ftudv,  converfafion,  or  travel  ;  ignorant  of  their  own  laws 
and  hiftorv,  and  unacquainted  with  the  fituation  of  all 
foreign  nations ;  a  parliament  called  precarioufly  by  the 
king,  and  diflolved  at  his  pleafure ;  fitting  a  few  days,  de- 
bating a  few  points  prepared  for  them,  and  whofe  mem- 
bers were  impatient  to  return  to  their  own  caftles,  where 
alone  they  were  great,  and  to  the  chafe,  which  was  their 
favourite  amufement :  Such  a  parliament  was  very  little 
fitted  to  enter  into  a  difcufhon  of  all  the  queftions  of  go- 
vernment, and  to  'hare,  in  a  regular  manner,  the  legal  ad- 
miniftration.  The  name,  the  authority  of  the  king  alone 
appeared  in  the  common  courfe  of  government  ;  in  e.» 
traordinary  emergences,  he  afTumed,  with  ftill  better  rea- 
fon,  the  lole  direction  ;  the  imperfect  and  unformed  laws 
left,  in  everv  thing,  a  latitude  ot  interpretation  ;  and  when 
the  ends  purfued  by  the  monarch  were,  in  general,  agree- 
able to  his  fubjects,  little  fcruple  or  jealoufy  was  enter- 
tained 
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tained  with  regard  to  the  regularity  of  the  means.  During 
the  reign  of  an  able,  fortunate,  or  popular  prince,  no  mem- 
ber of  either  houfe,  much  lefs  of  the  lower,  durft  think  of 
entering  into  a  formed  party,  in  oppofjtion  to  the  court  ; 
fince  the  diffolution  of  the  parliament  muff,  in  a  few  days 
leave  him  unprotected,  to  the  vengeance  of  his  fovereurn* 
and  to  thofe  ftretches  of  prerogative,  which  were  then  fo 
eafilv  made,  in  order  to  punifh  an  obnoxious  fubjecl. 
During  an  unpopular  and  weak  reign,  the  current  com- 
monly ran^fo  ftrong  againft  the  monarch,  that  none  durft 
inhit  themfelves  in  the  court  party;  or  if  the  prm  e  was 
able  to  engage  any  confiderable  'barons  on  his  fide,  the. 
quefhon  was  decided  with  arms  in  the  field,  net  by  debates 
or  arguments  in  a  fenate  or  affemblv.  And  upon  the 
whole,  the  chief  circumftance,  which,  during  ancient 
times,  retained  the  prince  in  any  legal  form  of  admimilra- 
tion  was,  that  the  fword,  by  the  nature  of  the  feudal  te- 
nures, remained  ftill  in  the  hands  of  his  fubjects  ;  and  this 
irregular  and  dangerous  check  had  much  more  influence 
than  the  regular  and  methodical  limits  of  the  laws  and  con- 
fhmtion.  As  the  nation  could  not  be  compelled,  it  was 
neceffary  that  every  public  meafure  of  confequence,  parti- 
cularly that  of  levying  new  taxes,  mould  feem'to  be  adopted 
by  common  cenfent  and  approbation. 

The  princes  of  the  houfe  of  Tudor,  partlv  by  the  vigour 
of  their  adminiftration,  partly  by  the  concurrence  of  fa- 
vourable circumilances,  had  been  able  to  eftablifh  a  more 
regular  fyftem  of  government ;  but  thev  drew  the  cor.fli- 
tution  fo  near  to  defpotifm,  as  diminished  extremely  the 
authority  of  the  parliament.  That  fenate  became,'" 
great  degree,  the  organ  of  royal  will  and  pleafure  :  O^ 
fition  would  have  been  regarded  as  a  fpecics  of  rebelhjn 
And  even  religion,  the  moll  dangerous  article  m  which 
innovations  could  be  introduced,  had  admitted,  in  the 
courfe  of  a  few  years,  four  feveral  alterations,  from  the 
authority  alone  of  the  fovereign.  The  parliament  was  a  I 
then  the  road  to  honour  and  preferment  :  The  talents  of 
popular  intrigue  and  eloquence  were  uncultivated  an 
known:  And  though  that  affejnWy  ftill  prefen 
riry,  and  retained  the  privilege  ci  making  laws  ar_ 
Rowing   public    money,  the    members  a  _ ..   not,  upon 

that  account,    either  with  prince  or   peode,  much    mere 
weight  and   confederation.     What 

Vol.  VI.  Oo       '  ^ 
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for  conducing  the  machine  of  government,  the  king  waS 
accuftomed,  of  himfelf,  to  afTume.  His  own  revenues 
fupplied  him  with  money  fufficient  for  his  ordinary  ex- 
penses. And  when  extraordinary  emergencies  occurred, 
the  prince  needed  not  to  folicit  votes  in  parliament,  either 
for  making  laws  or  impofing  taxes,  both  of  which  were 
now  become  requifite  for  public  intereft  and  prefervation. 

The  fecurity  of  individuals,  fo  necefTary  to  the  liberty 
of  popular  councils,  was  totally  unknown  in  that  age. 
And  as  no  defpotic  princes,  fcarcely  even  the  eaftern  ty- 
rants, rule  entirely  without  the  concurrence  of  fome  affem- 
blies,  which  fupply  both  advice  and  authority  ;  little  but  a 
mercenary  force  leems  then  to  have  been  wanting  towards 
the  eflablifhment  of  a  fimple  monarchy  in  England.  The 
militia,  though  more  favourable  to  regal  authority  than  the 
feudal  inftitutions,  was  much  inferior,  in  this  refpect,  to 
difciplined  armies  j  and  if  it  did  not  preferve  liberty  to  the 
people,  it  preferved  at  leaf!;  the  power,  if  ever  the  inclina- 
tion fhould  arife  of  recovering  it. 

But  fo  low,  at  that  time,  ran  the  inclination  toward* 
liberty,  that  Elizabeth,  the  lail  of  that  arbitrary  line,  her- 
felf  no  lefs  arbitrary,  was  yet  the  moft  renowned  and  moil 
popular  of  all  the  fovereigns  that  had  filled  the  throne  of 
England.  It  was  natural  for  James  to  take  the  govern- 
ment as  he  found  it,  and  to  purfue  her  meafures,  which  he 
heard  fo  much  applauded  ;  nor  did  his  penetration  extend 
fo  far  as  to  difcover,  that  neither  his  circumftances  nor  hrs 
character  could  fupport  fo  extenfive  an  authority.  His 
narrow  revenues  and  little  irugalitv  began  now  to  render 
him  dependent  on  his  people,  even  in  the  ordinary  courfe 
of  adminiftration  :  Their  increafing  knowledge  discovered 
to  them  that  advantage,  which  they  had  obtained  ;  and 
made  them  fenfible  of  the  ineitimable  value  of  civil  liberty. 
And  as  he  pofleffed  too  little  dignity  to  command  refpecl, 
and  too  much  good-nature  to  imprefs  fear,  a  new  fpirit 
difcovered  itfelf  every  day  id  the  parliament  ;  and  a  party, 
watchful  of  a  free  conltitution,  was  regularly  formed  in 
the  houfe  of  commons. 

But  notwithftanding  thefe  advantages  acquired  to  li- 
berty, fo  extenfive  was  royal  authority,  and  fo  firmly 
eftablifhed  in  all  its  parts,  that  it  is  probable  the  pa- 
triots oi  that  age  would  have  defpaired  of  ever  refilling 
had   they    not    been    ftimulated  by  religious  motives, 

which 
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which  infpire  a  courage   unfurmountable   by  any    human 
obftacle. 

The  fame  alliance  which  has  ever  prevailed  between 
kingly  power  and  ecclefiaftical  authority,  was  now  fully 
eflablilhed  in  England  ;  and  while  the  prince  aflifted  the 
clergy  in  fuppreffing  fchifmatics  and  innovators,  the  clergv, 
in  return,  inculcated  the  doctrine  of  an  unreferved  fubmif- 
fion  and  obedience  to  the  civil  magiftrate.  The  genius  of 
the  church  of  England,  fo  kindly  to  monarchy,  forwarded 
the  confederacy  ;  its  fubmifiion  to  epifcopal  jurifdi&ion  ;  its 
attachment  to  ceremonies,  to  order,  and  to  a  decent  pomp 
and  fplendor  of  worfhip  ;  and  in  a  word,  its  affinity  to  the 
tame  fuperftition  of  the  catholics,  rather  than  to  the  wild 
fanaticifm  of  the  puritans. 

On  the  other  hand,  oppofition  to  the  church,  and  the 
perfecutious  under  which  they  laboured,  were  fufficient  to 
throw  the  puritans  into  the  country  party,  and  to  beget  po- 
litical principles  little  favourable  to  the  high  pretenfions  of 
the  fovereign.  The  fpirit  too  of  enthufiafm  ;  bold,  daring, 
and  uncontrolled  ;  ftrongly  difpofed  their  minds  to  adopt 
republican  tenets  ;  and  inclined  them  to  arrogate,  in  their 
aftions  and  conduct,  the  fame  liberty  which  they  aiTumed  in 
their  rapturous  flights  and  ecftafies.  Ever  fince  the  fir& 
origin  of  that  fe£t,  through  the  whole  reign  of  Eliza- 
beth as  will  as  James,  puritanical  principles  had  been  un- 
derltood  in  a  double  fenfe,  and  exprelled  the  opinions 
favourable  both  to  political  and  to  ecclefiaftical  liberty. 
And  as  the  court,  in  order  to  difcredit  all  parliamentary 
oppofition,  affixed  the  denomination  of  puritans  to  its  anta- 
gonifts;  the  religious  puritans  willingly  adopted  this  idea, 
which  was  fo  advantageous  to  them,  and  which  confounded 
their  caufe  with  that  of  the  patriots  or  country  party. 
Thus  were  the  civil  and  ecclefiaftical  factions'  regularly 
formed  ;  and  the  humour  of  the  nation  during  that  age, 
running  ftrongly  towards  fanatical  extravagancies,  the  fpirit 
of  civil  liberty  gradually  revived  from  its  lethargy,  and  by 
means  of  its  religious  aflbciate,  from  which  it  reaped  more 
advantage  than  honour,  it  fecretly  enlarged  its  dominion 
over  the  greater  part  of  the  kingdom. 

This  hiote  was  in  the  firjl  editions  a  part  of  the  text ;  but 
the  author  omitted  it>  in  order  to  avoid,  as  much  as  pojjible, 
the  Jiyle  of  difjertation  in  the  body  of  his  hijiory.      The  paffaget 

O  o  %  however. 


564.  NOTES   TO    THE   SIXTH    VOLUME. 

however,  contains  views  Jo  important,  that  he  thought  it  might 
be  admitted  as  a  note. 


NOTE    [L],   p.  116. 

nPH  IS  proteftation  is  fo  remarkable,  that  it  may  not  be 
-*-  improper  to  give  it  in  its  own  words.  "  The  com- 
"  mons  now  affembled  in  parliament,  being  juftly  occa- 
"  fioned  thereunto,  concerning  fundry  liberties,  franchifes, 
"  and  privileges  of  parliament,  amongft  others  here  men- 
"  tioned,  do  make  this  proteftation  following :  That  the 
"  liberties,  franchifes,  and  jurifdictions  of  parliament  are 
"  the  ancient  and  undoubted  birth-right  and  inheritance 
"  of  the  fubjects  of  England  ;  and  that  the  urgent  and 
"  arduous  affairs  concerning  the  king,  ffate,  and  defence 
"  of  the  realm,  and  of  the  church  of  England  ;  and  the 
"  maintenance  and  making  of  laws,  and  redrefs  of  mif- 
"  chiefs  and  grievances,  which  daily  happen  within  this 
"  realm,  are  proper  fubjects  and  matter  of  council  and 
"  debate  in  parliament ;  and  that  in  the  handling  and  pro- 
"  ceeding  of  thofe  bufineffes,  every  member  of  the  houfe 
*'  of  parliament  hath,  and  of  right  ought  to  have,  free- 
"  dom  of  fpeech  to  propound,  treat,  reafon,  and  bring  to 
"  conclufion  the  fame  ;  and  that  the  commons  in  parlia- 
"  ment  have  like  liberty  and  freedom  to  treat  of  thefe 
"  matters,  in  fuch  order  as  in  their  judgment  fhall  feem 
"  fitteft,  and  that  every  member  of  the  faid  houfe  hath 
"  like  freedom  from  all  impeachment,  imprifonment,  and 
"  moleftation  (other  than  by  cenfure  of  the  houfe  itfelf ) 
"  for  or  concerning  any  fpeaking,  reafoning,  or  declaring 
"  of  any  matter  or  matters  touching  the  parliament  or  par- 
"  liament-bufmers.  And  that  if  any  of  the  faid  members 
"  be  complained  of  and  queflioned  for  any  thing  done  or 
"  faid  in  parliament,  the  fame  is  to  be  fhewn  to  the  king 
"  by  the  advice  and  affent  of  all  the  commons  affembled  in 
"  parliament,  before  the  king  give  credence  to  any  private 
"  information."  Franklyn,  p.  65.  Rufhworth,  vol.  i~ 
p.  53.     Kennet,  p.  747.     Coke,  p.  77. 
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NOTE    [M],  p.  141. 

'T*  H  E  moment  the  prince  embarked  at  St.  Andero's, 
■*  he  faid,  to  thofe  about  him,  that  it  was  folly  in  the 
Spaniards  to  ufe  him  fo  ill,  and  allow  him  to  depart :  A 
proof  that  the  duke  had  made  him  believe  they  were  in- 
fincere  in  the  affair  of  the  marriage  and  the  Palatinate  ; 
for  as  to  his  reception,  in  other  refpecfs,  it  had  been  alto- 
gether unexceptionable.  Befides,  had  not  the  prince  be- 
lieved the  Spaniards  to  be  infincere,  he  had  no  reafon  to 
quarrel  with  them,  though  Buckingham  had.  It  ap- 
pears, therefore,  that  Charles  himfelf  muff  have  been 
deceived.  The  multiplied  delavs  of  the  difpenfation, 
though  they  arofe  from  accident,  afforded  Buckingham 
a  plaufible  pretext  for  charging  the  Spaniards  with  in- 
fincerity. 


NOTE    [N],    p.   143. 

A  MONG  other  particulars,  he  mentions  a  fum  of 
■**  80,000  pounds  borrowed  from  the  king  of  Denmark. 
In  a  former  fpeech  to  the  parliament,  he  told  them,  that 
he  had  expended  500,000  pounds  in  the  caufe  of  the  Pa- 
latine, befides  the  voluntary  contribution  given  him  by  the 
people.  See  Franklyn,  p.  50.  But  what  is  more  extra- 
ordinary, the  treafurer,  in  order  to  fhow  his  own  good 
fervices,  boafts  to  the  parliament,  that,  by  his  contrivance, 
60,000  pounds  had  been  faved  in  the  article  of  exchange 
in  the  fums  remitted  to  the  Palatine.  This  feems  a  great 
fum,  nor  is  it  eafy  to  conceive  whence  the  king  could 
procure  fuch  vaft  fums  as  would  require  a  fum  fo  con- 
fiderable  to  be  paid  in  exchange.  From  the  whole, 
however,  it  appears,  that  the  king  had  been  far  from 
neglecting  the  interefts  of  his  daughter  and  fon-in-law, 
and  had  even  gone  far  beyond  what  his  narrow  revenue 
could  afford. 
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NOTE   [O],   p.  144. 

OW  little  this  principle  had  prevailed,  during  any 
former  period  of  the  Englifh  government,  particularly 
during  the  laft  reign,  which  was  certainly  not  fo  perfect 
a  model  of  liberty  as  moft  writers  would  reprefent  it,  will 
eafily  appear  from  many  paffages  in  the  hiftory  of  that 
reign.  But  the  ideas  of  men  were  much  changed,  during 
about  twenty  years  of  a  gentle  and  peaceful  adminiftra- 
tion.  The  commons,  though  James  of  himfelf  had  re- 
called all  patents  of  monopolies,  were  not  contented  with- 
out a  law  againft  them,  and  a  declaratory  law  too  ;  which 
was  gaining  a  great  point,  and  eftablifhing  principles 
very  favourable  to  liberty :  But  they  were  extremely 
grateful,  when  Elizabeth,  upon  petition  (after  having 
once  refufed  their  requefts),  recalled  a  few  of  the  moft  op- 
preffive  patents  j  and  employed  fome  foothing  expreflions 
towards  them. 

The  parliament  had  furely  reafon,  when  they  confefTeds 
in  the  feventh  of  James,  that  he  allowed  them  more  free- 
dom of  debate  than  ever  was  indulged  by  any  of  his  pre- 
deceffors.  His  indulgence  in  this  particular,  joined  to  his 
eafy  temper,  was  probably  one  caufe  of  the  great  power 
affirmed  by  the  commons.  Monfieur  de  la  Boderie,  in  his 
difpatches,  vol.  i.  p.  499.  mentions  the  liberty  of  fpeecb, 
in  the  houfe  of  commons  as  a  new  practice. 


R 


NOTE    [P],    p.  150. 

YMER,  torn,  xviii.  p.  224.  It  is  certain  that  the 
young  prince  of  Wales,  afterwards  Charles  II.  had 
proteftant  governors  from  his  early  infancy ;  firft  the  earl 
of  Newcaftle,  then  the  marquis  of  Hertford.  The  king, 
in  his  memorial  to  foreign  churches,  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  civil  wars,  infills  on  his  care  in  educating  his 
children  in  the  proteftant  religion,  as  a  proof  that  he  was 
no-wife  inclined  to  the  catholic.  Rufhworth,  vol.  v.  p, 
752.  It  can  fcarcely,  therefore*  be  queftioned,  but  this 
article,  which  had  fo  odd  an  appearance,  was  inferted  only 
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to  amufe  the  pope,  and  was  never  intended  by  either  party 
to  be  executed. 


NOTE    [QJ,    p.  161. 

«  A/|ONARCHIES,"  according  to  fir  Walter  Raleigh, 
«  ±V1  are  0f  two  forts  touching  their  power  or  autho- 
"  rity,  viz.  1.  Entire,  where  the  whole  power  of  order- 
"  ing  all  ftate  matters,  both  in  peace  and  war,  doth  by 
**  law  and  cuftom  appertain  to  the  prince,  as  in  the 
"  Englifh  kingdom  ;  where  the  prince  hath  the  power  to 
"  make  laws,  league  and  war  }  to  create  magiflrates  ;  to 
"  pardon  life ;  of  appeal,  i$c.  Though  to  give  a  con- 
"  tentment  to  the  other  degrees,  they  have  a  fuffrage  in 
"  making  laws,  yet  ever  fubjcdt  to  the  prince's  pleafure 
"  and  negative  will. — 2.  Limited  or  retrained,  that  hath 
"  no  full  power  in  all  the  points  and  matters  of  ftate,  as 
*f  the  military  king  that  hath  not  the  fovereignty  in  time 
*<  of  peace,  as  the  making  of  laws,  &c.  But  in  war 
"  only,  as  the  Polonian  king."     Maxims  of  State. 

And  a  little  after,  "  In  every  juft  ftate,  fome  part  of  the 
"  government  is,  or  ought  to  be,  imparted  to  the  people, 
"  as  in  a  kingdom,  a  voice  and  fuffrage  in  making  laws ; 
"  and  fometimes  alfo  of  levying  of  arms  (if  the  charge  be 
"  great,  and  the  prince  forced  to  borrow  help  of  his  fub- 
"  je£ts),  the  matter  rightly  may  be  propounded  to  a  parlia- 
"  ment,  that  the  tax  may  feem  to  have  proceeded  from 
"  themfelves.  So  confutations  and  fome  proceedings  in 
'*  judicial  matters  may,  in  part,  be  referred  to  them.  The 
**  reafon,  left,  feeing  themfelves  to  be  in  no  number  nor 
«'  of  reckoning,  they  miflike  the  ftate  of  government." 
This  way  of  reafoning  differs  little  from  that  of  king 
James,  who  confidered  the  privileges  of  the  parliament  as 
matters  of  grace  and  indulgence  more  than  of  inheritance. 
It  is  remarkable  that  Raleigh  was  thought  to  lean  to- 
wards the  puritanical  party,  notwithftanding  thefe  pofi- 
tions.  But  ideas  of  government  change  much  in  different 
times. 

Raleigh's  fentiments  on  this  head  are   ftill  more  openly 

expreffed,    in  his   Prerogative   of  Parliament,    a  work  not 

publifhed  till  after  his  death.     It  is  a  dialogue  between  a 
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courtier  or  counfellor  and  a  country  jufiice  of  peace,  who 
reprefents  the  patriot  party,  and  defends  the  higheft  notions 
of  liberty,  which  the  principles  of  that  age  would  bear. 
Here  is  a  paiTage  of  it :  "  Counfellor.  That  which  is  done 
"  by  the  king,  with  the  advice  of  his  private  or  privy 
"  council,  is  done  by  the  king's  abfolute  power.  Jujiiee. 
"  And  by  whofe  power  is  it  done  in  parliament  but  by 
*'  the  king's  abfolute  power  r  Miilake  it  not,  my  lord  : 
"  The  three  eflates  do  but  advife  as  the  privy  council 
"  doth  ;  which  advice,  if  the  king  embrace,  it  becomes 
"  the  king's  own  act  in  the  one,  and  the  king's  law  in 
«•  the  other,  &c." 

The  earl  of  Clare,  in  a  private  letter  to  his  fon-in-law 
fir  Thomas  Wentworth,  afterwards  earl  of  Strafford,  thus 
expreffes  himfelf :  "  We  live  under  a  prerogative  govern- 
*?  ment,  where  book  law  fubmits  to  lex  loquens."  He 
fpoke  from  his  own  and  all  his  anceftors'  experience. 
There  was  no  fingle  inftance  of  power  which  a  king  of 
England  might  not,  at  that  time,  exert  on  pretence  of  ne- 
ceffity  or  expediency  :  The  continuance  alone  or  frequent 
repetition  of  arbitrary  administration  might  prove  danger- 
ous, for  want  of  force  to  fupport  it.  It  is  remarkable  that 
this  letter  of  the  earl  of  Clare  was  written  in  the  firft  year 
of  Charles's  reicm  ;  and  confequently  mult  be  meant  of  the 
general  genius  of  the  government,  not  the  fpirit  or  temper 
of  the  monarch.  See  Strafford's  Letters,  vol.  i.  p.  32. 
Erom  another  letter  in  the  fame  collection,  vol.  i.  p.  10. 
it  appears,  that  the  council  fometimes  affumcd  the  power 
of  forbidding  perfons  difagreeable  to  the  court,  to  ftand  in 
the  elections.  This  authority  they  could  exert  in  fome 
inftances  ;  but  we  are  not  thence  to  infer,  that  they  could 
fhut  the  door  of  that  houfe  to  every  one  who  was  not  ac- 
ceptable to  them.  The  genius  of  the  ancient  government 
repofed  more  truft  in  the  king,  than  to  entertain  any  fuch 
fufpicion,  and  it  allowed  fcattered  inftances,  of  fuch  a  kind 
as  would  have  been  totally  deftructive  of  the  conftitution, 
had  they  been  continued  without  interruption. 

I  have  not  met  with  anv  Englifh  writer  in  that  age  who 
fpeaks  of  England  as  a  limited  monarchy,  but  as  an  abfo- 
lute one,  where  the  people  have  many  privileges.  That 
is  no  contradiction.  In  all  European  monarchies  the  peo- 
ple have  privileges ;  but  whether  dependant  or  independant 
on  the  will  of  the  monarch,  is  a  queftion,  that,  in  mofi 
*  governments, 
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governments,  it  is  better  to  forbear.  Surely  that  queflion 
was  not  "determined  before  the  age  of  James.  The  rifing 
fpirit  of  the  parliament,  together  with  that  king's  love  of 
general,  fpeculative  principles,  brought  it  from  its  ob- 
fcurity,  and  made  it  be  commonly  canvaffed.  The  llrongeft. 
teftimony  that  I  remember  from  a  writer  of  James's  age, 
in  favour  of  Englifh  liberty,  is  in  cardinal  Bentivoglio,  a 
foreigner,  who  mentions  the  Englifh  government  as  fimilar 
to  that  of  the  Low-country  provinces  under  their  princes, 
rather  than  to  that  of  France  or  Spain.  Englifhmen  were 
not  fo  lenfible  that  their  prince  was  limited,  becaufe  they 
were  fenfible  that  no  individual  had  any  fecurity  againft  a 
ftretch  of  prerogative :  But  foreigners,  by  companion, 
could  perceive  that  thefe  flretches  were  at  that  time,  from 
cuflom  or  other  caufes,  lefs  frequent  in  England  than  in 
other  monarchies.  Philip  de  Comines  too  remarked  the 
Englilh  conftitution  to  be  more  popular  in  his  time  than 
that  of  France.  But  in  a  paper  written  by  a  patriot  in 
1627,  it  is  remarked  that  the  freedom  of  fpeech  in  par- 
liament had  been  loft  in  England  fince  the  days  of  Co- 
mines.  See  Franklyn,  p.  233.  Here  is  a  ftanza  of  Mai- 
herbe's  Ode  to  Mary  de  Medicis,  the  queen-regent,  written 
in  1614. 

Entre  lcs  rois  a  qui  cet  age 
Doit  fon  principal  ornement, 
Ceux  de  la  Tamife  et  du  Tape 

o 

Font  louer  leur  gouvernement  : 
Mais  en  de  fi  calmes  provinces, 
Ou  le  peuple  adore  les  princes, 
Et  met  au  gre  le  plus  haut 
L'honneur  du  fceptre  legitime, 
Scauroit-on  exculer  le  crime 
De  ne  regner  pas  comme  il  faut. 

The  Englifh,  as  well  as  the  Spaniards,  are  here  pointed  out 
as  much  more  obedient  fubje£ts  than  the  French,  and 
much  more  traftable  and  fubmiffive  to  their  princes. 
Though  this  paffage  be  taken  from  a  poet,  every  man  of 
judgment  will  allow  its  authority  to  be  decifive.  The 
character  of  a  national  government  cannot  be  unknown 
in  Europe  ;  though  it  changes  fometimes  very  fuddenly. 
Machiavel,  in   his  Difiertations   on  Livy,  fays  repeatedly* 

that 
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that  France  was  the  moft  legal  and  moll  popular  monarchy 
then  in  Europe. 


NOTE    [R],    p.  161. 

T5ASSIVE  obedience  is  exprefsly  and  zealoufly  incul- 
-*•  cated  in  the  homilies,  compofed  and  publifhed  by  au- 
thority, in  the  reign  of  queen  Elizabeth.  The  convocation, 
which  met  in  the  very  firft  year  of  the  king's  reign,  voted 
as  high  monarchical  principles  as  are  contained  in  the  de- 
crees of  the  univerfity  of  Oxford,  during  the  rule  of  the 
tories.  Thefe  principles,  fo  far  from  being  deemed  a  no- 
velty, introduced  by  James's  influence,  paffed  fo  fmoothly, 
that  no  hiftorian  has  taken  notice  of  them  :  They  were 
never  the  fubje£l  of  controverfy,  or  difpute,  or  difcourfe  ; 
and  it  is  only  by  means  of  bifhop  Overall's  Convocation- 
book,  printed  near  feventy  years  after,  that  we  are  ac- 
quainted with  them.  Would  James,  who  was  fo  cautious, 
and  even  timid,  have  ventured  to  begin  his  reign  with  a 
bold  ftroke,  which  would  have  given  juft  ground  of  jea- 
loufy  to  his  fubjecls  ?  It  appears  from  that  monarch's  Ba- 
filicon  Doron,  written  while  he  was  in  Scotland,  that  the 
republican  ideas  of  the  origin  of  power  from  the  people 
were,  at  that  time,  efteemed  puritanical  novelties.  The 
patriarchal  fcheme,  it  is  remarkable,  is  inculcated  in  thofe 
votes  of  the  convocation  preferved  by  Overall ;  nor  was 
f  ilmer  the  firft  inventor  of  thofe  abfurd  notions. 


NOTE    [S],  p.  181. 

*Tp  H  A  T  of  the  honed  hiftorian  Stowe  feems  not  to  have 
-*■  been  of  this  number.  "  The  great  bleffings  of  God," 
fays  he,  "  through  increafe  of  wealth  in  the  common  fub- 
"  jefts  of  this  land,  efpecially  upon  the  citizens  of  Lon- 
"  don ;  fuch  within  men's  memory,  and  chiefly  within 
"  thefe  few  years  of  peace,  that,  except  there  were  now 
"  due  mention  of  fome  fort  made  thereof,  it  would  in 
<'  time  to  come  be  held  incredible,  &c."  In  another  place, 
"  Amongft  the  manifold  tokens  and  figns  of  the  infinite 

«4  bleffings 
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"  bleflings  of  Almighty  God  beftowed  upon  this  kingdom, 
"  by  the  wondrous  and  merciful  eftablifhing  of  peace 
M  within  ourlelves,  and  the  full  benefit  of  concord  with 
"  all  Chriftian  nations  and  others  :  Of  all  which  graces 
"  let  no  man  dare  to  prefume  he  can  fpeak  too  much  ; 
"  whereof  in  truth  there  can  never  be  enough  faid,  neither 
"  was  there  ever  any  people  lefs  confiderate  and  lefs 
*'  thankful  than  at  this  time,  being  not  willing  to  endure 
*'  the  memory  of  their  prefent  happinefs,  as  well  as  in  the 
"  univerfal  increafe  of  commerce  and  traffic  throughout 
"  the  kingdom,  great  building  of  royal  fhips  and  by  pri- 
*'  vate  merchants,  the  re-peopling  of  cities,  towns,  and 
«'  villages,  befide  the  discernible  and  hidden  increafe  of 
**  fair  and  coflly  buildings,  as  well  within  the  city  of  Lon- 
*'  don  as  the  fuburbs  thereof,  efpecially  within  thefe  twelve 
W  years,  &c." 


B 


NOTE    [T],   p.  217. 

Y  a  fpeech  of  fir  Simon  D'Ewes,  in  the  firft  year  of  the 
long  parliament,  it  clearly  appears,  that  the  nation 
never  had,  even  to  that  time,  been  rightly  informed  con- 
cerning the  tranfaftions  of  the  Spamfh  negotiation,  and 
flill  believed  the  court  of  Madrid  to  have  been  altogether 
infincere  in  their  profeffions.  What  reafon,  upon  that 
fuppofition,  had  they  to  blame  either  the  prince  or  Buck- 
ingham  for  their  conduct,  or  for  the  narrative  delivered  to 

O  ... 

the  parliament  ?  This  is  a  capital  facl,  and  ought  to  be 
well  attended  to.  D'Ewes's  fpeech  is  in  Nalfon,  vol.  ii. 
p.  368.  No  author  or  hifrorian  of  that  age  mentions  the 
difcovery  of  Buckingham's  impoftures  as  a  caufe  of  difguff. 
in  the  parliament.  Whitlocke,  p.  1.  only  fays,  that  the 
commons  began  to  fufpe£t,  that  it  had  been  Jpleen  in  Buck- 
ingham, not  zeal  for  public  good,  which  had  induced  him  to 
break  the  Span i/h  match :  A  clear  proof  that  his  falfehoocj 
was  not  fufpefted.  Wilfon,  p.  780.  fays,  that  Bucking- 
ham loft  his  popularity  after  Briftol  arrived,  not  becaufe 
that  nobleman  difcovered  to  the  world  the  falfchood  of  his 
narrative,  but  becaufe  he  proved  that  Buckingham,  while 
in  Spain,  had  profeffed  himfelf  a  papift  ;  which  is  falfe, 
^nd  which  was  never  faid  by  Briftol,     In  all  the  debates 

which; 
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which  remain,  not  the  leaft  hint  is  ever  given  that  any 
falfehood  was  fufpedfed  in  the  narrative.  I  (hall  farther 
add,  that  even  if  the  parliament  had  difcovered  the  deceit  in 
Buckingham's  narrative,  this  ought  not  to  have  altered 
their  political  meafures,  or  made  them  refufe  fupply  to  the 
king.  They  had  fuppofed  it  praclicahle  to  wrefl  the  Pa- 
latinate by  arms  from  the  houfe  of  Auftria ;  they  had  re- 
prefented  it  as  prudent  to  expend  the  blood  and  treafure  of 
the  nation  in  fuch  an  enterprife  ;  they  had  believed  that 
rhe  king  of  Spain  never  had  any  fincere  intention  of  re- 
ftoring  that  principality.  It  is  certain  that  he  had  not  now 
any  fuch  intention  :  And  though  there  was  reafon  to  fuf- 
pe6t,  that  this  alteration  in  his  views  had  proceeded  from 
the  ill  conduct  of  Buckingham,  yet  paft  errors  could  not 
be  retrieved  ^  and  the  nation  was  undoubtedly  in  the  fame 
fituation,  which  the  parliament  had  ever  fuppofed,  when 
they  fo  much  haraffed  their  fovereign,  by  their  impatient, 
importunate,  and  even  undutiful  folicitations.  To  which 
we  may  add,  that  Charles  himfelf  was  certainly  deceived  by 
Buckingham,  when  he  corroborated  his  favourite's  narra- 
tive by  his  teftimony.  Party  hiftorians  are  fomewhat  in- 
confiftent  in  their  reprefentations  of  thefe  tranfa&ions  : 
They  reprefent  the  Spaniards  as  totally  infincere,  that  they 
may  reproach  James  with  credulity  in  being  fo  long  de- 
ceived by  them  :  They  reprefent  them  as  fincere,  that  they 
may  reproach  the  king,  the  prince,  and  the  duke,  with 
falfehood  in  their  narrative  to  the  parliament.  The  truth 
is,  they  were  infincere  at  firft  ;  but  the  reafons,  proceeding 
from  bigotry,  were  not  fufpefted  by  James,  and  were  at  laft 
overcome.  They  became  fincere  ;  but  the  prince,  deceived 
by  the  many  unavoidable  caufes  of  delay,  believed  that  they 
were  Hill  deceiving  hirn. 


NOTE    [U],   p.  253.  . 

THIS  petition  is  of  Jo  great  importance,  that  we /hall  here 
give  it  at  length.  Humbly  (hew  unto  our  fovereign 
lord  the  king,  the  lords  fpiritual  and  temporal,  and  com- 
mons, in  parliament  afiembled,  That,  whereas  it  is  de- 
clared and  enabled  by  a  (latute  made  in  the  time  of  the 
reign  of  king  Edward  I.  commonly  called  Statutum  de  taU 

lagio 
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Jaglo  non  concedendo,  that  no  tallage  or  aid  (hall  be  levied 
by  the  king  or  his  heirs  in  this  realm,  without  the  good 
will  and  affent  of  the  archbiftiops,  bifhops,  earls,  barons, 
knights,  burgeffes,  and  other  the  freemen  of  the  common- 
alty of  this  realm  :  And,  by  authority  of  parliament  holden 
in  the  five  and  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Ed- 
ward III.  it  is  declared  and  enacted,  That,  from  thence- 
forth, no  perfon  fhall  be  compelled  to  make  any  loans  to 
the  king  again  ft  his  will,  becaufe  fuch  loans  were  againft 
reafon,  and  the  franchise  of  the  land  :  And,  by  other  laws 
of  this  realm,  it  is  provided,  that  none  mould  be  charged 
by  any  charge  or  impofition  called  a  benevolence,  or  by 
fuch  like  charge  :  By  which  the  ftatutes  before  mentioned, 
and  other  the  good  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm,  your 
fubjects  have  inherited  this  ireedom,  that  they  fhould  not 
be  compelled  to  contribute  to  any  tax,  tallage,  aid,  or 
other  like  charge,  not  fet  by  common  confent  in  parlia- 
ment. 

II.  Yet  neverthelefs,  of  late  divers  commiffions  directed 
to  fundry  commiftioners  in  feveral  counties,  with  instruc- 
tions, have  iffued  ;  by  means  whereof  your  people  have 
been  in  divers  places  aflembled,  and  required  to  lend  cer- 
tain fums  of  money  unto  your  majefty,  and  many  of  them, 
upon  their  refufal  fo  to  do,  have  had  an  oath  adminiftered 
unto  them  not  warrantable  by  the  laws  or  ftatutes  of  this 
Tealm,  and  have  been  constrained  to  become  bound  to 
make  appearance  and  give  attendance  before  your  privy- 
council,  and  in  other  places  ;  and  others  of  them  have  been 
therefore  imprifoned,  confined,  and  fundry  other  wavs  mo- 
lefted  and  difquieted  :  And  divers  other  charges  have  been 
laid  and  levied  upon  your  people,  in  feveral  counties,  by 
lord-lieutenants,  deputv-lieutenants,  commiflioners  for  mut- 
ters, juftices  of  peace,  and  others,  by  command  or  direfticn. 
from  your  majefty,  or  your  privy-council,  againft  the  la  R  s 
and  free  cuftoms  of  this  realm. 

III.  And  whereas  alfo,  by  the  ftatute  called  The  great 
charter  of  the  liberties  of  England^  it  is  declared  and  en- 
acted,  That  no  freeman  may  be  taken  or  imprifoned,  or 
be  diffeifed  of  his  freehold  or  liberties,  or  his  free  cuftoms, 
or  be  outlawed  or  exiled,  or  in  any  manner,  dejlroyed,  but 
by  the  lawful  judgment  of  his  peers,  or  by  the  law  of  the 
land. 

IV.  A- 
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IV.  And,  in  the  eight  and  twentieth  year  of  the  reigft 
of  king  Edward  III.  it  was  declared  and  enacted,  by  au* 
thority  of  Parliament,  That  no  man,  of  what  eftate  or 
condition  that  he  be,  fhould  be  put  out  of  his  land  or  tene- 
ments, nor  taken,  nor  imprifoned,  nor  difherited,  nor  put 
to  death,  without  being  brought  to  anfwer  by  due  procefs 
of  law. 

V.  Neverthelefs,  againft  the  tenor  of  the  faid  ftatutes, 
and  other  the  good  laws  and  ftatutes  of  your  realm  to  that 
end  provided,  divers  of  your  fubjects  have  of  late  been 
imprifoned  without  any  caufe  fhewed  ;  and,  when,  for 
their  deliverance,  they  were  brought  before  juftice,  by  your 
majefty's  writs  of  Habeas  Corpus,  there  to  undergo  and  re- 
ceive as  the  court  mould  order,  and  their  keepers  commanded 
to  certify  the  caufes  of  their  detainer,  no  caufe  was  certified, 
but  that  they  were  detained  by  your  majefty's  fpecial  com- 
mand, fignified  by  the  lords  of  your  privy-council,  and  yet 
were  returned  back  to  feVeral  prifons,  without  being  charged 
with  any  thing  to  which  they  might  make  anfwer  according 
to  the  law. 

VI.  And  whereas  of  late  great  companies  of  foldiers 
and  mariners  have  been  difperfed  into  divers  counties  of 
the  realm,  and  the  inhabitants,  againft  their  wills,  have 
been  compelled  to  receive  them  into  their  houfes,  and  there 
to  fufTer  them  to  fojourn,  againft  the  laws  and  cuftoms  of 
this  realm,  and  to  the  great  grievance  and  vexation  ot  the 
people. 

VII.  And  whereas  alfo,  by  authority  of  parliament,  in 
the  five  and  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  king  Edward  III. 
it  is  declared  and  enacted,  That  no  man  fhall  be  fore- 
judged of  life  or  limb  againft  the  form  of  the  Great  charter 
and  law  of  the  land :  And,  by  the  faid  Great  charter^  and 
other  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  your  realm,  no  man 
ought  to  be  judged  to  death  but  by  the  laws  eftablifhed 
in  this  your  realm,  either  by  the  cuftoms  of  the  fame 
realm,  or  by  acts  of  parliament :  And  whereas  no  offender 
of  what  kind  foever,  is  exempted  from  the  proceedings  to 
be  ufed,  and  punifhments  to  be  inflicted  by  the  laws  and 
ftatutes  of  this  your  realm  :  Neverthelefs,  of  late  divers 
ccmmiflions,  under  your  majefty's  great  feal,  have  iffued 
furth,  by  which  certain  perfons  have  been  afligned  and  ap- 
pointed commiftionere,  with  power  and  authority  to  pro- 
ceed 
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teed  within  the  land,  according  to  the  juftice  of  martial 
!aw  againft  fuch  foldiers  and  mariners,  or  other  difibiute 
perfbns  joining  with  them,  as  mould  commit  any  murther, 
robbery,  felony,  mutiny*  or  other  outrage  or  mifdemeanour 
whatfoever,  and  by  fuch  fummary  courfe  and  order  as  is 
agreeable  to  martial  law,  and  as  is  ufed  in  armies  in  time  of 
war,  to  proceed  to  the  trial  and  condemnation  of  fuch  offend- 
ers, and  them  to  caufe  to  be  executed  and  put  to  death  ac- 
cording to  the  law  martial. 

VIII.  By  pretext  whereof  fome  of  your  majefty's  fub- 
jects  have  been  by  fome  of  the  faid  commiffioners,  put  to 
death,  when  and  where,  if,  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  the 
land,  they  had  deferved  death,  by  the  fame  laws  and  ftatutes 
alfo  they  might,  and  by  no  other  ought,  to  have  been  judged 
and  executed. 

IX.  And  alfo  fundry  grievous  offenders,  by  colour 
thereof  claiming  an  exemption,  have  efcaped  the  puniih- 
ments  due  to  them  by  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  your 
realm,  by  reafon  that  divers  of  your  officers  and  minifters 
of  juftice  have  unjuftly  re'fufed  or  foiborn  to  proceed  againft 
fuch  offenders,  according  to  the  fame  laws  and  ftatutes, 
upon  pretence  that  the  faid  offenders  were  punifhable  only 
by  martial  law,  and  by  authority  of  fuch  commiflions  as 
albrefaid  :  Which  commiflions,  and  all  other  of  like  nature, 
are  wholly  and  directly  contrary  to  the  faid  laws  and  ftatutes 
of  this  your  realm. 

X.  They  do  therefore  humbly  pray  your  mod  excellent 
majefty,  That  no  man  hereafter  be  compelled  to  make  or 
yield  any  gift,  loan,  benevolence,  tax,  or  fuch  like  charge, 
without  common  confent,  by  act  of  parliament  :  And  that 
none  be  called  to  make  anfwer,  or  take  fuch  oath,  or  to 
give  attendance,  or  be  confined,  or  otherwife  molefted  or 
difquieted,  concerning  the  fame,  or  for  refufal  thereof: 
And  that  no  freeman,  in  any  fuch  manner  as  is  before 
mentioned,  be  imprifoned  or  detained  :  And  that  your  ma- 
jefty would  be  pleafed  to  remove  the  faid  foldiers  and  ma- 
riners, and  that  people  may  not  be  fo  burthened  in  time  to 
come  ;  and  that  the  aforefaid  commiflions,  for  proceeding 
by  martial  law,  may  be  revoked  and  annulled  :  And  that 
hereafter  no  commiflions  of  like  nature  may  ifTue  forth,  to 
any  perfon  or  perfons  whatfoever,  to  be  executed  as  afore- 
faid, left,  by  colour  of  them,  any  of  your  majefty's  fub- 
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jecls  be  deftroyed,  or  put  to  death,  contrary  to  the  laws  and 
franchife  of  the  land. 

XI.  All  which  they  moll:  humbly  pray  of  your  moft 
excellent  majefty,  as  their  rights  and  liberties,  according  to 
the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm  :  And  that  your  majefty 
would  alfo  vouchfafe  to  declare,  That  the  awards,  doings, 
and  proceedings  to  the  prejudice  of  your  people,  in  any 
of  the  premifes,  fhall  not  be  drawn  hereafter  into  confe- 
quence  or  example  :  And  that  your  majefty  would  be  alfo 
graciouflv  pleafed,  for  the  further  comfort  and  fafety  of 
your  people,  to  declare  your  royal  will  and  pleafure,  that 
in  the  things  aforefaid,  all  your  officers  and  minifters  (hall 
ferve  you  according  to  the  laws  and  ftatutes  of  this  realm, 
as  they  tender  the  honour  of  your  majefty,  and  the  profperity 
of  this  kingdom.     Stat.    17  Car.  cap.  14.. 


NOTE    [X],     p.  267. 

fpHE  reafon  affigned  by  fir  Philip  Warwick,  p.  2.  for 
■*-  this  unufual  meafure  of  the  commons,  is,  that  they 
intended  to  deprive  the  crown  of  the  prerogative,  which  it 
had  affumed,  of  varying  the  rates  of  the  impofitions,  and 
at  the  fame  time  were  relolved  to  cut  off  the  new  rates  fixed 
by  James.  Thefe  were  confiderable  diminutions  both  of 
revenue  and  prerogative  ;  and  whether  they  would  have  there 
Hopped,  confidering  their  prefent  difpofition,  may  be  much 
doubted.  The  king,  it  feems,  and  the  lords,  were  refolved 
not  to  truft  them  ;  nor  to  render  a  revenue  once  precarious, 
which  perhaps  they  might  never  afterwards  be  able  to  get 
re-eftabiiihed  on  the  old  footing. 


NOTE  [Y],    p.  304. 

TTE  RE  is  a  paffage  of  fir  John  Davis's  Queftion  con- 
■*•  -*■  cerning  Impofitions,  p.  131.  "  This  power  of  lay- 
"  ing  on  arbitrarily  new  impofitions  being  a  prerogative 
**  in  point  of  government,  as  well  as  in  point  of  profit,  it 
"  cannot  be  reftrained  or  bound  by  act  of  parliament  ;  it 
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<c  cannot  be  limited  by  any  certain  or  fixt  rule  of  law,  no 
u  more  than  the  courfe  of  a  pilot  upon  the  fea,  who  muft 
"  turn  the  helm,  or  bear  higher  or  lower  fail,  according  to 
"  the  wind  or  weather;  and  therefore  it  mav  be.  properly 
"  faid,  that  the  king's  prerogative  in  this  point,  is  as  ftrong 
"  as  Satv.j\n  ;  it  cannot  be  bound :  For  though  an  aft  of 
"  parliament  be  made  to  reftrain  it,  and  the  king  doth 
"  give  his  confent  unto  it,  as  Smnjon  was  bound  with  his 
"  own  confent.  vet  if  the  Pkiiiflhies  come  ;  that  is,  if  any 
"  juft  or  important  occafion  do  a  rife,  it  cannot  hold  or 
"  reftrain  the  prerogative;  it  will  be  as  thread,  and  broken  \ 
"  as  eafy  as  the  bonds  of  Samfon. — The  king's  prerogatives 
"  are  the  fun-beams  of  the  crown,  and  as  infeparable  from 
"  it  as  the  fun-beams  from  the  bin:  The  king's  crowd 
"  mult  be  taken  from  him  ;  Samfsn's  bair  muft  be  cut  out, 
"  before  his  courage  can  be  any  jot  abated.  Hence  it  is 
u  that  neither  the  king's  act,  nor  any  aft  of  parliament, 
"  can  give  away  his  prerogative/' 


W 


NOTE    [ZJ,    P.  356. 


E  fhall  here  make  ufe  of  the  liberty,  allowed  in  a" 
note,  to  expatiate  a  little  on  the  prefent  fubjecl.  It 
mull  be  con fe fled  that  the  king,  in  this  declaration,  touch- 
ed upon  that  circumftance  in  the  Englifn  confiituticn, 
which  it  is  moft  difficult,  or  rather  altogether  impofiible, 
to  regulate  by  laws,  and  which  muft  be  governed  bv  cer- 
tain delicate  ideas  of  propriety  and  decency,  rather  than 
by  auy  exact  rule  or  prefcription.  To  deny  the  parlia- 
ment all  right  of  remonftrating  againft  what  they  efteem 
grievances,  were  to  reduce  that  aflembly  to  a  total  in- 
fignificancy,  and  to  deprive  the  people  of  every  advantage, 
which  they  could  reap  from  popular  councils.  To  com- 
plain of  the  parliament's  employing  the  power  of  taxation, 
as  the  means  of  extorting  conceflions  from  their  Ibvereigh, 
were  to  expect,  that  they  would  entirely  difarm  themfelves, 
and  renounce  the  fole  expedient,  provided  by  the  conft;- 
tution,  for  eafuring  to  the  kingdom  a  juft  and  legal  ad- 
mini  ft  rat  ion.  In  different  period-:  of  English  ftcrw  there 
Vol.  VI.  Pp  occur 
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occur  ui  fiances  of  their  remonftratirtg  with  their  princeS 
ia  the  freeft  manner,  and  fometimes  ot  their  refufmg  fup- 
piv,  when  difgufled  with  any  circumftance  of  public  con- 
dud.  It  is,  however,  certain,  that  this  power,  though 
effentiai  to  parliaments,  may  eafily  be  abufed,  as  well  by 
the  frequency  and  minutenefs  of  their  remonftrances,  as 
by  their  intrufion  into  every  part  of  the  king's  counfels 
and  determinations.  Under  colour  of  advice,  they  may 
give  difguifed  orders  ;  and  in  complaining  of  grievances, 
they  may  draw  to  themfelves  every  power  of  government. 
Whatever  meafure  is  embraced,  without  confulting  them, 
may  be  pronounced  an  oppremon  of  the  people  ;  and,  till 
corrected,  they  may  refufe  the  raoft  neceffary  fupplies  to 
their  indigent  fovereign.  From  the  very  nature  of  this 
parliamentary  liberty,  it  is  evident,  that  it  muft  be  left 
unbounded  by  law :  For  who  can  foretell  how  frequently 
grievances  may  occur,  or  what  part  of  adminiftration  may 
be  affecled  by  them  ?  From  the  nature  too  of  the  human 
frame,  it  may  be  expetled,  that  this  liberty  would  be  exT 
ertcd  in  its  full  extent,  and  no  branch  of  authority  be 
allowed  to  remain  unmolefted  in  the  hands  of  the  prince. 
For  will  the  weak  limitations  of  refpec-f  and  decorum 
be  fufficieut  to  reftrain  human  ambition,  which  fo  fre- 
quently i  breaks  through  all  the  prefcriptions  of  law  and 
juiUce  ? 

But  here  it  is  obfervable,  that  the  wifdom  of  the  Eng- 
.  lifli  conflitution,  or  rather  the  concurrence  of  accidents, 
has  provided,  in  different  periods,  certain  irregular  checks 
to  this  privilege  of  parliament,  and  thereby  maintained,  in 
{bine  tolerable  meafure,  the  dignity  and  authority  of  the 
crown. 

In  the  ancient  conflitution,  before  the  beginning  of  the 
ie\  cnteenth  century,  the  meetings  of  parliament  were  pre- 
carious, and  were  not  frequent.  The  feflions  were  (hort ; 
and  the  members  had  no  leifure,  either  to  get  acquainted 
with  each  other,  or  with  public  bufinefs.  The  ignorance 
of  the  age  made  men  more  fubmimve  to  that  authority 
which  governed  them.  And  above  all,  the  large  demefnes 
of  the  crown,  with  the  fmall  expence  of  government  dur- 
ing that  period,  rendered  the  prince  almoft  independent, 
and  taught  the  parliament  to  preferve  great  fubmiflion  and 
duty  towards  him. 

Ifl 
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In  our  prefent  conftitution,  many  accident?,  which  have 
rendered  governments  every  where,  as  well  as  in  Great 
Britain,  much  more  burthenfome  than  formerly,  have 
thrown  into  the  hands  of  the  crown  the  difpolal  of  a  large 
revenue,  and  have  enabled  the  king,  bv  the  private  intereft 
and  ambition  of  the  members,  to  reftrain  the  public  in- 
tereft and  ambition  of  the  bodv.  While  the  oppofnion 
(for  we  muft  ftill  have  an  oppofition,  open  or  difguifed) 
endeavours  to  draw  every  branch  of  adminiftration  under 
the  cognizance  of  parliament,  the  courtiers  relerve  a  part 
to  the  diipofal  of  the  crown  ;  and  the  royal  prerogative, 
though  deprived  of  its  ancient  powers,  ftill  maintains  a  due 
weight  in  the  balance  of  the  conftitution. 

It  was  the  fate  of  the  houfe  of  Stuart  to  govern  Eng- 
land at  a  period,  when  the  former  fource  of  authority  was 
already  much  diminifhed,  and  before  the  latter  began  to 
flow  in  any  tolerable  abundance.  Without  a  regular 
and  fixed  foundation,  the  throne  perpetually  tottered ;  and 
the  prince  fat  upon  it  anxioufly  and  precarioufly.  Every 
expedient  ufed  bv  James  and  Charles  in  order  to  fupport 
their  dignity,  we  have  feen  attended  with  fenfible  incon- 
vsniencies.  The  majeftv  of  the  crown,  derived  from  an- 
cient powers  and  prerogatives,  procured  refpecr,  and 
checked  the  approaches  of  infolent  intruders :  But  it  begat 
in  the  king  fo  high  an  idea  of  his  own  rank  and  ftation,-as 
made  him  incapabie  of  (looping  to  popular  courfes,  or  fub- 
mitting  in  any  degree  to  the  control  of  parliament.  The 
alliance  with  the  hierarchy  ftrengthened  law  by  the  fanc- 
tion  of  religion  :  But  it  enraged  the  puritanical  partv,  and 
expofed  the  prince  to  the  attacks  of  enemies,  numerous 
violent,  and  implacable.  The  memory  too  of  thefe  two 
kings,  from  like  caufes,  has  been  attended,  in  fome  de- 
gree, with  the  fame  infelicity,  which  purfued  them  during 
the  whole  courfe  of  their  lives.  Though  it  muft  be  con- 
feffed,  that  their  fkill  in  government  was  not  proportioned 
to  the  extreme  delicacy  of  their  fituation  ;  a  fufhcient  in- 
dulgence has  not  been  given  them,  and  all  the  blame,  by 
feveral  hiftonans,  has  been  unjuftly  thrown  on  their  fide. 
Their  violations  of  law,  particularly  thofe  of  Charles,  are, 
in  fome  few  instances,  tranfgreffions  of  a  plain  limit, 
which  was  marked  out  to  royal  authority.  But  the  en 
croachments  of  the  commons,  though  in  the  beginning 
?  p  2  lefs 
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lefs  pofitive  and  determinate,  are  no  lefs  difcernible  by 
good  judges,  and  were  equally  capable  of  deftroying  the 
juft  balance  of  the  conftitution.  While  they  exercifed  the 
powers  tranfmitted  to  them,  in  a  manner  more  independent, 
and  lefs  compliant,  than  had  ever  before  been  pracfifed  ; 
the  kings  were,  perhaps  imprudently,  but,  as  they  ima- 
gined, from  neceffity,  tempted  to  afTume  powers,  which 
had  fcarcely  ever  been  exercifed,  or  had  been  exercifed  in, 
a  different  manner  bv  the  crown.  And  from  the  mock  of 
thefe  oppofite  pretentions,  together  with  religious  contro- 
verfy,  arofe  an  the  factions,  convulfions,  and  diforders, 
which  attended  that  period. 

This  Note  was?  in  the  jirji  editions  y  a  part  of  the  text. 


M 


NOTE    [AA],    p.  415. 


R.  Carte,  in  his  life  of  the  duke  of  Ormond,  has 
given  us  fome  evidence  to  prove,  that  this  letter  was 
entirely  a  forgery  of  the  popular  leaders,  in  order  to  induce 
the  king  to  facrifice  Straiford.  lie  tells  us,  that  Strafford 
laid  fb  to  Ills  fon,  the  night  before  his  execution.  But 
there  arc  fome  reafons  why  I  adhere  to  the  common  way 
ol  telling  this  ftory.  I.  The  account  of  the  forgery  comes 
through  fevcral  hands,  and  from  men  of  characters  not 
fully  known  to  the  public.  A  ciroumftance  which  weakens 
'eVery  evidence.  It  is  a  hearfay  of  a  hearfay.  2.  It  feems 
impofhbie,  but  young' lord  Strafford  mult  inform  the  king, 
who  would  not  have  failed  to  trace  the  forgery,  and  ex- 
pofe  his  enemies  to  their  merited  infamy.  3.  It  is  not' 
to  be  conceived  but  Clarendon  and  Whitlocke,  not  to 
mention  o'Lers,  muff,  have  heard  of  the  matter.  4.  Sir 
George  RatfcRffc,  in  his  life  of  Strafford,  tells  the  ftory 
the  farixe  way  that  Clarendon  and  Whitlocke  do.  Would 
ifo,  who  was  Strafford's  intimate  friend,  never  have 
heard  of  the  forgery  ?  It  is  remarkable,  that  this  life  is 
.ted  or  ?.ddreffed  to  VOung  Straff@«k  Would  not-  he 
have  put  fir  George  right  in  {o  material  and  interesting  a 
far!  r 
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NOTE   [BB],    p.  416. 

TT/HAT  made  this  bill  appear  of  lefs  confequence  was, 
*  *  that  the  parliament  voted  tonnage  and  poundage  for 
no  longer  a  period  than  two  months :  And  as  that  branch 
was  more  than  half  of  the  revenue,  and  the  government 
could  not  poffibly  fubfift  without  it  i  it  feemed  indire£Hy 
in  the  power  of  the  parliament  to  continue  themfelves  as 
long  as  they  pleafed.  This  indeed  was  true  in  the  ordi- 
nary adminiftration  of  government  :  But  on  the  approaches 
towards  a  civil  war,  which  was  not  then  forefeen,  it  had 
been  of  great  confequence  to  the  king  to  have  referved  the 
right  of  diflblution,  and  to  have  endured  any  extremity, 
rather  than  allow  the  continuance  of  the  parliament.. 


NOTE   [CC],   p.  447- 


I 


T  is  now  fo  univerfally  allowed,  notwithflanding  fome 
muttering  to  the  contrary,  that  the  king  had  no  hand 
in  the  Irifh  rebellion,  that  it  will  be  fuperfluous  to  infift 
on  a  point  which  feems  fo  clear.  I  fhall  only  fuggeft  a 
very  few  arguments,  among  an  infinite  number  which  oc- 
cur. (1)  Ought  the  affirmation  of  perfidious,  infamous 
rebels  ever  to  have  palfed  for  any  authority?  (2)  Nobody 
can  tell  us  what  the  words  of  die  pretended  comroiffion 
were.  That  commiffion  which  we  find  in  Rufhworth, 
vol.  v.  p.  400,  and  in  Milton's  Works,  Toland's  edition, 
is  plainly  an  import ure  ;  becaufe  it  pretends  to  be  dated  in 
October  1641,  yet  mentions  facts  which  happened  not 
till  fome  months  after.  It  appears  that  the  Irifh  rebels, 
obferving  fome  inconfiftence  in  their  firft  forgery,  were 
obliged  to  forge  this  commifnon  anew,  yet  could  not  ren- 
der it  coherent  or  probable.  (3)  Nothing  could  be  more 
obvioufly  pernicious  to  the  king's  caufe  than  the  Irifh  re- 
bellion ;  becaufe  it  increafed  his  neceflities,  and  rendered 
him  Hill  more  dependent  on  the  parliament,  who  had  be- 
P  p  3  fore 


582  NOTES    TO    THE    SIXTH   VOLUME, 

fore    fufhciently  fhewn  on   what   terms  they    would    afTiffc 
him-      (4)  The  inftant   the   king  heard    of  the    rebellion^ 
which  was  a  very   few  days  after  its    commencement,  he 
w.ote  to  the  parliament,  and   gave  over  to  them  the   ma- 
nagement of  the  war.     Had  he  built  any  projects  on  that 
rebellion,  would  he  not  have  waited  fome  little  time   to  fee 
how  they  would  fucceed  r   would  he  prefently  have  adopted 
a  meafure  which  was  evidently  fo  hurtful  to  his  authority  ? 
(5)    What    can  be  imagined    to    be    the    king's  projects? 
To  raife  the  Irifh  to  arms,  1  fuppofe,  and  bring  them  over 
to  England  for  his  affiftance.     But  is  it  not  plain,    that  the 
king   never  intended   to   raife  war  in  England  r     Had   that 
been  his   intention,  would  he  have  rendered  the  parliament 
perpetual  ?      Does  it   not   appear,  by   the   whole  train    of 
events,  that  the  parliament  forced  him  into  the  war  r     (6) 
The     king    conveyed    to  the  juftices    intelligence    Avhich 
ought    to    have    prevented   the   rebellion.     (7)    The   Irifli 
catholics,   in    all   their  future    transactions  with    the   king, 
where  they  endeavour  to  excufe   their  infurrection,  never 
had   the  affurance  to  plead  his  commiffion.     Even  among 
themfelves  they  dropped  that  pretext.     It  appears  that  fir 
Phelim    O'Neale,    chiefly,  and    he  only  at    firft,  promoted 
that   impofture.     See  Carte's  Ormond,    vol.  hi.  No.  ico. 
in,  112.   114,115.   121.   132.   137.     (8)  O'Neale  him- 
felf  confeffed  the  impoflure  on  his  trial  and  at  his  execu- 
tion.     See  Nalfon,  vol.  ii.  p.  528.     Maguire,  at   his  exe- 
cution,   made   a    like    confeffion.     (9)   It   is    ridiculous  tq 
menrion  the  justification   which    Charles   II.   gave    to   tlvj 
marquis  cf  Antrim,  as  if  he  had  a£ted  by  his  father's  com- 
mifTion.    Antrim  had  no  hand  in  the  firft  rebellion  and  the 
mafTacre.     He  joined  not  the  rebels  till  two  years  after  ; 
It  was  with  the  king's  confent,  and  he  did  important  fer^ 
vice,  in  fending  over  a  body  of  men  to  Montrofe. 


NOTE    [DD],  p.  486. 


»~pHE  great  courage  and  conduct  difplaved  by  many  of 

■*■     the  popular  leaders,  have   commonly  inclined  men  to 

do  them,  in  one  refpeci,  more  honour  than  they  deferve, 

3£& 
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and  to  fuppofe,  that,  like  able  politicians,  they  employed 
pretences  which  they  fecretly  defpifed,  in  order  to  ferve 
their  felfifh  purpofes.  It  is  however  probable,  if  not  cer- 
tain, that  thev  were,  generally  fpeakinr,  the  dupes  of  their 
own  zeal.  Hypocrify,  quite  pure  and  free  from  fanaticifm, 
is  perhaps,  except  among  men  fixed  in  a  determined  phi- 
losophical fcepticifm,  then  unknown,  as  rare  as  fanaticifm 
entirely  purged  from  all  mixture  of  hypocrify.  So  con- 
genial to  the  human  mind  are  religious  fentiments,  that  it 
is  impoflible  to  counterfeit  long  thefe  holy  fervours,  with- 
out feelina  fome  (hare  of  the  alfuraed  warmth  :  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  fo  precarious  and  temporary,  from  the 
frailty  of  human  nature,  is  the  operation  of  thefe  fpiritual 
views,  that  the  religious  ecflacies,  it  conitanfly  employed, 
muff  often  be  counterfeit,  and  muff  be  warped  by  thofe 
more  familiar  motives  of  intereft  and  ambition,  which  in- 
fenfiblv  gain  upon  the  mind.  This  indeed  feems  the  key 
to  molt  of  the  celebrated  characters  of  that  age.  Equally 
full  of  fraud  and  of  ardour,  thefe  pious  patriots  talked  per- 
petually of  feeking  the  Lord,  yet  ftill  purfued  their  own 
purpofes ;  and  have  left  a  memorable  leffon  to  pofleritv, 
how  delufive,  how  deftruftive,  that  principle  is  by  which 
they  were  animated. 

With  regard  to  the  people,  we  can  entertain  no  doubt 
that  the  controverfv  was,  on  their  part,  entirely  theolo- 
gical. The  generality  of  the  nation  could  never  have 
flown  out  into  fuch  fury,  in  order  to  obtain  new  privileges 
and  acquire  greater  liberty  than  thev  and  their  anceftors 
had  ever  been  acquainted  with.  Their  fathers  had  been 
entirely  fatisfied  with  the  government  of  Elizabeth  :  Why 
fhould  they  have  been  thrown  into  fuch  extreme  rage 
againft  Charles,  who,  from  the  beginning  of  his  reign, 
wifhed  only  to  .  maintain  fuch  a  government  ?  And  why 
not,  at  leaft,  compound  matters  with  him,  when,  by  all 
his  laws,  it  appeared  that  he  had  agreed  to  depart  from  it  ? 
Efpecially,  as  he  had  put  it  entirely  out  of  his  power  to 
retrafct  that  refolution.  It  is  in  vain,  therefore,  to  dignify 
this  civil  war  and  the  parliamentary  authors  of  it,  by  fup- 
pofing  it  to  have  any  other  confiderable  foundation  than 
theological  zeal,  that  great  and  noted  fource  of  animofity 
among  men.  The  royalifls  alfo  were  very  commonly 
zealots  5    but  as  they  were  at  the  fame  time  maintaining 

the 
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the  eftablifhed  conftitution,  in  ftate  as  well  as  church,  they 
had  an  objeft  which  was  natural,  and  which  might  pro- 
duce the  greateft  paffton,  even  without  any  considerable 
mixture  of  theological  fervour. — The  former  ■part  of  thU 
note  wasy  in  the  firji  editions^  a  part  of  the  text. 


NOTE    [EE],    p.  488. 


T  N  fome  of  thefe  declarations,  fuppofed  to  be  penned  by 
-*  lord  Falkland,  is  found  the  firft  regular  definition  of 
the  conftitution,  according  to  our  prefent  ideas  of  it,  that 
occurs  in  any  Englifh  compofition  ;  at  leaft  any  publifhed 
by  authority.  The  three  fpecies  of  government,  monar- 
chical, ariftocratical,  and  democratical,  are  there  plainly 
difiinguifhed,  and  the  Englifh  government  is  exprefsly  faid 
to  be  none  of  them  pure,  but  all  of  them  mixed  and  tem- 
pered together.  This  ftyle,  though  the  fenfe  of  it  was 
implied  in  many  inftitutions,  no  former  king  of  England 
would  have  ufed,  and  no  fubjeft  would  have  been  per- 
mitted to  ufe.  Banks  and  the  crown-lawyers  againlt 
Hambder.,  in  the  cafe  of  fhip-money,  infift  plainly  and 
openly  on  the  king's  abfolute  and  fovereign  power  :  And 
the  oppofite  lawyers  do  not  deny  it:  They  only  affert,  that 
the  fubjecfte  have  alfo  a  fundamental  property  in  their 
goods,  and  that  no  part  of  them  can  be  taken  but  by  their 
own  confent  in  parliament.  But  that  the  parliament  was 
inftituted  to  check  and  control  the  king,  and  fhare  the 
fupreme  power,  would,  in  all  former  times,  have  been 
efleemed  very  blunt  and  indifcreet,  if  not  illegal,  language. 
We  need  not  be  furprifed  that  governments  ihould  long 
continue,  though  the  boundaries  of  authority,  in  their  fe- 
veral  branches,  be  implicit,  confufed  and  undetermined. 
This  is  the  cafe  all  over  the  world.  Who  can  draw  art 
exadl  line  between  the  fpiritual  and  temporal  powers  in 
catholic  ftates  ?  What  code  ascertained  the  precife  autho- 
rity of  the  Roman  fenate,  in  every  occurrence  ?  Perhaps 
the  Engliih  is  the  firft  mixed  government,  where  the  autho- 
rity of  every  part  has  been  very  accurately  defined  :  And  yet 
there  ftili  remain  many  very  important  queftions  between 

the 
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the  two  houfes,  that,  by  common  confent,  are  buried  in  a 
difcreet  filence.  The  king's  power  is  indeed  more  exadtly 
limited  ;  but  this  period,  of  which  we  now  treat,  is  the 
time  at  which  that  accuracy  commenced.  And  it  appears 
from  Warwick  and  Hobbes,  that  many  royalifts  blamed 
this  philofophical  precifion  in  the  king's  penman,  and 
thought  that  the  veil  was  very  imprudently  drawn  off  the 
myfteries  of  government.  It  is  certain  that  liberty  reaped 
mighty  advantages  from  thefe  cor.troverfies  and  inquiries  ; 
and  the  roval  authority  itfelf  became  more  fecure,  within 
thofe  provinces  which  were  affigned  to  it.  Since  the  firfl 
publication  of  this  hijlcry,  the  Jequel  of  lord  Clarendon  has  been 
pubiijhed ;  where  that  nobleman  aj/crts,  that  he  himfelf  was  the 
author  of  mojl  of  thefe  remonjlrances  and  memorials  of  the 
king. 


NOTE    [FF],   p.  511. 


TT7HITLOCKE,  who  was  one  of  the  commiffioners, 
W  fays,  p.  65.  "  In  this  treaty  the  king  manifefted 
"  his  g;reat  parts  and  abilities,  ftrength  of  reafon  and  quickr 
u  nefs  of  apprehenfion,  with  much  patience  in  hearing 
"  what  was  objected  againft  him  ;  wherein  he  allowed  all 
"  freedom,  and  would  himfelf  fum  up  the  arguments,  and 
"  give  a  moil  clear  judgment  upon  them.  His  unhap- 
"  pinefs  was,  that  he  had  a  better  opinion  of  others  judg- 
"  ments  than  of  his  own,  though  they  were  weaker  than 
"  his  own  ;  and  of  this  the  parliament  commifficners  had 
"  experience  to  their  great  trouble.  They  were  often 
**  waiting  on  the  king,  and  debating  fome  points  of  the 
'•  treaty  with  him,  until  midnight,  before  they  could  come 
"  to  a  conclufion.  Upon  one  of  the  moft  material  points, 
*i  they  preffed  his  majefty  with  their  reafons  and  beft  ar- 
"  guments  they  could  ufe  to  grant  what  they  defired. 
**  The  king  faid,  he  was  fully  fatisfied,  and  prom;  fed  to 
"  give  them  his  anfwer  in  writing  according  to  their  de- 
"  lire  ;  but  becaufe  it  was  then  pad  midnight,  and  too 
•J  late  to  put  it  into  writing,  he  would  have  it  drawn  up 
"  next  morning   (when  he  commanded   them  to  wait  on, 

"  him 
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"  him  again),  and  then  he  would  give  them  his  anfwer 
li  in  writing,  as  it  was  now  agreed  upon.  But  next  morn- 
«"ing  the  king  told  them,  that  he  had  altered  his  mind  : 
'"  And  fome  o'f  his  friends,  of  whom  the  commiffioners  in- 
11  quired,  told  them,  that  after  they  were  gone,  and  even 
"  his  council  retired,  fome  of  his  bed-chamber  never  left 
"  preffing  and  perfuading  him  till  they  prevailed  on  him 
"  to  change  his  former  refolutions."  It  is  difficult,  how- 
ever, to  conceive,  that  any  negotiation  could  have  fuc- 
ceeded  between  the  king  and  parliament,  while  the  latter 
infilled,  as  they  did  all  along,  on  a  total  fubmiffion  to  all 
their  demands  ;  and  challenged  the  whole  power,  which 
thev  piofefTedly  intended  to  employ,  to  the  punifhment  of 
the  king's  friends. 


NOTE    [GG],    p.  521, 


THE  author  is  fenfible   that  fome  blame  may  be  thrown 
upon    him,  on    account   of   this   laff.    claufe    in   Mr. 
Hambd  iVs  character  :    as  if  he  were  willing  to  entertain 
a  fufpi  ion  of  bad  intentions,  where  the  actions  were  praife- 
worthy.     But  the    author's  meaning  is  directlv  contrary  : 
He  effeems  the  lafl  actions  of  Mr.  Hambden's  life  to  have 
been  very  blameable  ;    though,    as  they  were  derived  from 
good  motives,  only  pufhed   to  an  extreme,  there  is  room 
left  to  believe,  that  the  intentions  of  that  patriot,  as  well 
as  of  many  of  his  party,  were  laudable.     Had  the  preceding 
adminiftration  of  the  king,  which  we  are  apt  to  call  arbi- 
trarv,  proceeded  from  ambition,  and  an  unjuft  defire  of  en- 
croaching on  the  ancient  liberties  of  the  people,  there  would 
have  been  lefs  reafon  for  giving  him  any  truft,  or  leaving 
in  his  hands   a  confiderable  fhare  of  that  power  which  he 
had  fo  much  abufed.     But  if  his  conduit  was  derived  in  a 
great  meafure  from  neceffity,  and  from  a  natural  defire  of 
defending  that  prerogative  which  was  tranfmitted  to   him 
from  his  anceftors,  and  which  his  parliaments  were  vifibly 
encroaching   on  ;    there  is  no  reafon  why  he  may  not  be 
clteemed   a  very  virtuous  prince,   and  entirely   worthy  of 
truft  from  his  people.     The  attempt,  therefore,  of  totally 
19  annihilating 
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annihilating  monarchical  power,  "was  a  very  blamcable  ex- 
treme ;  efpecially  as  it  was  attended  with  the  danger,  to 
fay  the  leaft,  of  a  civil  war,  which,  befides  the  numbcrlels 
ills  infeparable  from  it,  expofed  liberty  to  much  greater 
perils  than  it  could  have  incurred  under  the  now  limited 
authority  of  the  king.  But  as  thefe  points  could  not  be 
fuppofed  fo  clear  during  the  time,  as  they  are,  or  may  be 
at  prefent ;  there  are  great  reafons  of  alleviation  for  men 
who  were  heated  by  the  controverfy,  or  engaged  in  the 
action.  And  it  is  remarkable,  that  even  at  prefent  (fuch 
is  the  force  of  party  prejudices)  there  are  few  people  who 
have  coolnefs  enough  to  fee  thefe  matters  in  a  proper  light, 
or  are  convinced  that  the  parliament  could  prudently  have 
flopped  in  their  pretenfions.  They  ftill  plead  the  violations 
of  liberty  attempted  by  the  king,  after  granting  the  peti- 
tion of  right  ;  without  confidering  the  extreme  harfh  treat- 
ment which  he  met  with,  after  making  that  great  concef- 
f;on,  and  the  impoflibility  of  fupporting  government  by 
the  revenue  then  fettled  on  the  crown.  The  worft  of  it 
.?,  that  tliere  was  a  great  tang  of  enthufiafm  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  parliamentary  leaders,  which,  though  it  might 
render  their  conduct  fincere,  will  not  much  enhance  their 
character  with  pofterity.  And  though  Hambden  was, 
perhaps,  lefs  infected  with  this  fpirit  than  manv  of  his  affo- 
ciates,  he  appears  not  to  have  been  altogether  free  from 
it.  His  intended  migration  to  America,  where  he  could  onlv 
propofe  the  advantage  of  enjoying  puritannical  prayers  and 
iermons,  will  be  allowed  a  proof  of  the  prevalence  of  this 
fpirit  in  him. 


NOTE    [HH~j,   p.  538. 


1><  a  letter  of  the  king  to  the  queen,  preferved  in  the 
Britifh  Mufaeum,  and  publifhed  by  Mrs.  Macaulay,  vol. 
iv.  p.  420.  he  fays,  that  unlefs  religion  was  preferved,  the 
militia  (being  not  as  in  France  a  formed  powerful  ftrength) 
would  be  of  little  ufe  to  the  crown  ;  and  that  if  the  pulpits 
bad  not  obedience,  which  would  never  be,  if  prefbyterian 
government    was  abfolutely  eftablifhed,    the   kin 0  would 

have 
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have  but  fmall  comfort  of  the  militia.  This  reafcning 
Jhows  the  king's  good  fenfe,  and  proves  that  his  attach- 
ment to  epifcopacy,  though  partly  founded  on  religious 
principles,  was  alfo,  in  his  fituation,  derived  from  the 
foundeft  views  of  civil  policy.  In  reality,  it  was  eafv  for 
the  king  to  perceive,  by  the  necelfary  connexion  between 
trifles  and  important  matters,  and  by  the  connexion  main- 
tained at  that  time  between  religion  and  politics,  that* 
when  he  was  contending  for  the  iurplice,  he  was  in  effect 
fighting  for  his  crown,  and  even  for  his  head.  Few  of  the 
popular  party  could  perceive  this  connexion  :  Molt,  of 
them  were  carried  headlong  by  fena-ticifif)  ;  as  might  be  ex- 
pected in  the  ignorant  multitude,  r'ew  even  of  the  leadey* 
feem  to  have  had  more  enlarged 
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